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THE  ALABAMA  CLAIMS. 


CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  RELATIVE  TO 
THE  "AlABAMA  CLAIMS,"  AND  SUBSEQUENT  TO  THE  REJECTION  OF 
THE  JOHNSON-CLARENDON  CONVENTION,  SIGNED  JANUARY  14,  1869. 


No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

1  . 

1869 

. 

3 

Jlr.  Fish  to  Mr. 
Motley. 

Washington. 

May    15 

The    rejection    of    the    Johnson-Clarendon 
Treaty  is  in  the  interest  of  both  countries. 
Mr.  Motley  is  instructed  to  say  to  Lord 
Clarendon  that  the  Government  does  not 
abandon  its  own  claims  nor  those  of  its 
citizens,  but  that  negotiations  will  be  sus- 
pended for  a  short  time  to  permit  irritation 
to  subside.     States  the  President's  views 
as  to  the  proclamation  of  neutrality,  and 
directs  Mr.  Motley  in  social  intercourse  to 
inform  his   diplomatic   colleagues  of  the 
position  of  his  Government  on  the  ques- 
tion. 

1 

70 

Mr.  Fish  to  Mr. 
Motley. 

Washington. 

Sept.  25 

Grounds  on  which  the  United  States  main- 
tain that  Great  Britain  is  liable  for  the 
Alabama  claims. 

4 

CORRESPONDENCE  PRELIMINARY  TO  THE  NEGOTIATION  OF  THE  TREATY 
OF  WASHINGTON,  SIGNED  MAY  8,  1871. 


Sir  Edward 
Thornton  to 
Mr.  Fish. 

Washington. 
Mr.  Fish  to   Sir 
Edward  Thorn- 
ton. 

Washington. 


Sir  Edward 
Thornton  to 
Mr.  Fish. 

Washington 


Mr.  Fish  to  Sir 
Edward  Thorn- 
ton. 

Washington 


Proposes  the  appointment  of  a  Joint  High 
Commission  for  the  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tions that  have  arisen  with  reference  to  the 
fisheries. 

States  that  in  his  opinion  the  settlement  of 
the  Alabama  claims  will  be  essential  to 
the  restoration  of  cordial  and  amicable  re- 
lations ;  and  is  willing  to  refer  these  ques- 
tions, with  the  fishery  questions,  to  the 
proposed  Joint  High  Commission. 

Is  willing  to  refer  the  Alabama  claims  to 
a  Joint  High  Commission,  provided  the 
United  States  will  consent,  at  the  same 
time,  to  refer  all  other  claims,  both  of 
British  subjects  and  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  arising  out  of  acts  committed  during 
the  recent  civil  war  in  the  United  States. 

Consents  to  the  reference  as  proposed  by  Sir 
Edward  Thornton. 


15 


15 


16 


17 
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EXTRACT  FROM  PROTOCOL  XXXVI  OF  CONFERENCE  BETWEEN  THE  HIGH 
COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  THE  HIGH 
COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  PART  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Extract   from 
Protocol  36. 


Date. 


1871 
Mav     4 


Subject. 


Report  of  the  action  of  the  Joint  High  Com- 
mission in,  reference  to  the  Alabama 
claims. 


Ph 


19 


TREATY  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN  CONCLUDED 
MAY  8,  1871 ;  RATIFICATIONS  EXCHANGED,  JUNE  17,  1871 ;  PROCLAIMED, 
JULY  4,  1871. 


Extract  from 
the  Treaty  of 
Washington. 


Containing  that  part  of  the  Treatj'  of  Wash- 
ington which  provides  for  the  settlement 
of  the  Alabama  claims. 


23 


GREAT  BRITAIN  THE  ARSENAL,  THE  NAVY  YARD,  AND  THE  TREASURY 

OF  THE  INSURGENTS. 


23 
53 


26 


Mr.  Memminger 
to  J.  Eraser  & 
Co. 

Richmond. 

Act  of  insurgent 
congress. 

Act  of  insurgent 
congress. 

Mr.  Walker  to 
Mr.  Green. 

Richmond. 


Mr.    Mallory    to 
Mr.  Davis. 

Richmond, 

Mr.    Walker   to 

Messrs.     Huse 

and  Anderson. 

Richmond. 

Mr.  Whiting  to 

Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 
Mr.     Seward   to 
Mr.  Adams. 
Washington. 
Mr,  Pratt  to  Mr. 

Walker. 
University  of 

Alabama. 


Mr.  Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 


1861 
April  30 

May 

10 

May 

10 

July 

1 

July 

18 

July 

22 

July 

27 

Aug. 

1 

Aug. 

18 

Aug. 

24 

Promising  to  carry  on  contracts  abroad  through 
him. 


Authorizing  the  purchase  or  ooustrilotion  of 
vessels  of  war  abroad,  appropriating 
^:i,000,000. 

Authorizing  an  agent  to  be  sent  abroad  to 
purchase  vessels  and  arms,  and  making  an 
appropriation  therefor,  |1,000,000. 

Appoints  him  as  assistant  to  Captain  Huse 
and  Major  Anderson;  gives  him  instruc- 
tions, and  informs  him  that  Captain  North 
is  now  in  Europe  to  purchase  vessels  for 
confederate  navy. 

Inclosing  estimates  under  acts  of  May  10, 1861, 
and  asking  that  funds  may  be  provided  to 
enable  the  department  fully  to  carry  out 
the  terms  of  those  acts. 

Very  ample  instructions,  as  to  the  purchase 
of  munitions  of  war;  advice  to  send  them 
in  vessels  under  British  colors  to  Nassau. 

General  stagnation  of  business,  and  sympathy 
with  the  insurgents  at  Nassau. 

Captain  Bullock  is  in  Europe,  and  has  made 
contracts  for  iron  steam  gun-boats. 

Inclosing  letter  dated  July  22,  1861,  from 
Captain  Huse  to  Major  Gorgas,  stating 
that  his  operations  are  embarrassed  by  the 
activity  of  the  United  States  officials ;  that 
he  finds  it  difficult  to  procure  arms ;  that 
agent  for  navy  department  has  cooperated 
with  him,  and  that  the  shipping  of  the  arti- 
cles will  be  left  in  his  hands. 

Reports  increased  sympathy  with  the  insur- 
gent cause. 


29 

29 
30 
30 

31 

31 

32 
33 
33 


35 


AND  THE  TREASURY  OF  THE  INSURGENTS. 


35 


29 


58 


t,9 


42 


43 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London 

Gen.  Lawton  to 
Gen.  Cooper. 
Savannah. 
Mr.  Benjamin  to 
J.Fraser&Co. 
Richmond, 

Mr.  Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau 
Mr.     Adams    to 
Earl  Russell. 

London 


Mr.  Benjamin  to 

Mr.  Mallory. 

Richmond. 

Comd'r  Le  Roy  to 

Mr.  Welles. 

Philadelphia, 

Mr.     Adams     to 
Earl  Russell. 

London, 

Mr.  Adams  to  Jlr. 
Seward. 

London 


1861 
Aug.    30 


Sept.  20 

Sept.  27 

Sept.  30 

Oct.  1 

Oct.  4 

Oct.  7 

Sept.  30 

Oct.  11 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

London 

Memorandum 
between  Mr. 
Stock  and  Mr. 
Huse. 

London. 
Mr.  Benjamin  to 
Mr.  Helm. 

Richmond 

Mr.  Whiting    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 

Mr.  Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 


Oct.    17 


Oct.    24 


Nov.    30 


Dec.    10 


Dec.    10 


Arrival  of  insurgent  agents  in  England. 
Having  failed  in  the  case  of  the  Bermuda, 
nothing  seems  left  him  to  do  but  gather 
information  and  report  to  Department. 

Requesting  that  part  of  the  arms  brought 
over  by  the  Bermuda,  from  England,  be 
given  to  the  Georgia  militia. 

Bermuda  chartered  by  the  insurgent  govern- 
ment. Captain  Huse  will  receive  renewed 
instructions  to  act  in  concert  with  Messrs. 
Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  at  Liverpool. 

Insurgents  have  determined  to  make  Nassau 
a  depot  of  supplies. 

Complains  that  Nassau  is  an  Entrepot  for 
the  transmission  of  articles  contraband  of 
war  to  the  insurgents,  and  incloses  an  in- 
tercepted letter  from  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Rich- 
mond, to  Heni;y  Adderly,  of  Nassau,  going 
to  establish  this  fact. 
AVants  an  officer  to  go  to  Havana  to  take 
charge  of  funds  to  be  used  there  for  the 
purchase  of  arms. 
In   accordance   with  instructions    from  the 
home  government,  the  Sumter   would  be 
allowed  to  receive  at  the  Barbadoes  the 
same  privileges  as  Federal  vessels. 
Incloses  an  extract  from  Mr.  Bernard  to  Mr. 
Seward,  stating  that  the  Sumter  had  ar- 
rived at  Trinidad,  and  there  been  supplied 
with  coal,  and  asking  for  an  explanation. 
Inclosing  copy  of  Earl  Russell's  reply,  justify- 
ing the  action  of  the  governor  of  Trinidad 
in  regard  to  the  Sumter,  as  in  accordance 
with  Her    Majesty's    proclamation.     Mr. 
Adams  reports  that  the  law   officers    of 
the  Crown  are  seldom  disposed  to  counsel 
active  measures  of  repression  when  a  pass- 
ive system  is  believed  to  be  more  agreeable. 
Transmits  Earl  Russell's  note,  saying  that  in- 
vestigations will  be  made   in  regard  to 
Henry  Adderly   and   the   complaint  that 
Nassau  has  been  made  an  Entrepot. 
Circumstances  under  which  the  Gladiator 
was  sent  out  for  the   insurgent  govern- 
ment.   Fraser,   Trenholm   &  Co.   at   this 
time  their  iinancial  agent^. 

Introduces  Mr.  Heyliger  as  agent  of  insur- 
gent war  department,  to  aid  him  in  the 
transshipment  of  cargoes  belonging  to  the 
insurgents. 

Arrival  of  the  Gladiator  with  arms  foj  the 
insurgents.  Remonstrance  had  been  made 
against  a  deposit  of  coal  for  United  States 


Incloses  letter  from  lieutenant  governor  of 
the  Bahamas,  permitting  coal  belonging  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  be 
landed,  only  on  the  express  condition  that 
such  coal  shall  not  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  coaling  or  aifording  facilities  for  coaling 
to  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States. 


44 


45 


VI 


GEKAT    BRITAIN   THE   ARSENAL,    THE    NAVY   YARD, 


Mr.   Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 


Mr.    Mallory    to 
Mr.  Memminger. 
Richmond. 
Mr.   Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 
Lieut.      Temple 
to  Mr.  Welles. 
Nassau. 

Mr.   Whitiug   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 


Lieut.  Temple  to 
Mr.  Welles. 

Nassau. 


Mr.  Helm  to  Mr. 
Heyliger. 

Havana. 


Commander  De 
Camp  to  Mr. 
Welles. 

Bermuda. 
Comd'r     Frailey 
to  Mr.  Welles. 
Bermuda. 
Mr.  Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 
Comd'r   Le  Roy 
to  Mr.  Welles. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Mr.  Heyliger   to 
Mr.  Benjamin. 
Nassau. 


Mr.  Mallory  to 
Mr.  Memm  in- 
ger. 

Richmond, 
Earl    Russell  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Loudon. 


1861 
Dec.    12 


Oeo.  12 
Dec.  13 
Dec.    15 

Dec.  19 
Deo.  19 


Dec.  20 

Dec.    22 

Dec.  22 

Dec.  23 

Dec.  26 

Dec.  27 


1662. 
Jan.      3 


Jan.      8 


The  Caleh  Stetson  beingln  a  leaky  condition, 
he  had  asked  permission  to  discharge  suffi- 
cient coal  to  lighten  her  on  board  the  United 
States  steamer  Flambeau.  Governor  Nes- 
bitt  replies  that  such  transfer  would  be 
"objectionable." 

Captain  Bullock  is  ready  to  sail,  but  is  wait- 
ing for  $75,000  to  be  used  abroad. 

Arrival  of  United  States  steamer  Flambeau 
and  the  British  steamer  Gladiator. 

Increasing  sympathy  at  Nassau  for  the  in- 
surgent cause.  By  the  action  of  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  he  had  been  prevented  the 
use  of  the  coals  sent  out  for  the  Flambeau. 

Incloses  letter  from  the  governor  exj>]aining 
why  the  blockade-runner  Theodora  was 
allowed  to  coal,  and  why  the  Flambeau 
was  not  allowed  to  coal,  lest  she  should 
make  "an  undue  and  improper  use  of  a 
neutral  port,  .ind  facilitate  her  belligerent 
operations." 

Incloses,  1st,  a  letter  to  the  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor, arguing  that  the  Flambeau  should 
be  allowed  to  coal ;  2d,  the  governor's  reply 
that  no  facilities  could  be  aiforded  to  the 
Flambeau  on  account  of  her  nearness  to 
Key  West,  and  because  any  supplies  would 
,  in  fact  enable  her  to  continue  the  blockade 
of  Nassau ;  and  3d,  his  protest  against  the 
governor's  decision. 

Instructs  him  to  proceed  to  Nassau,  where  he 
will  find  the  British  steamer  Gladiator,  and 
to  cooperate  with  her  commander  to  accom- 
plish the  safe  arrival  of  the  steamer  and 
her  cargo  at  an  insurgent  port. 

His  arrival  at  Bermuda  in  the  United  States 
steamer  Quaker  City;  his  determination 
to  depart,  because  no  coal  would  be  allowed 
him  there. 

Similar  report 


Flambeau  and  Cak-b  Stetson  at  Nassau  . 


Arrival  at  Bermuda,  and  his  reception  there; 
the  difficulties  of  obtaining  coal,  and  the 
sympathy  at  that  portfor  the  insurgents. 

Reports  his  arrival  aud  proceedings,  the  arri- 
"^al  of  the  Tlieodora  and  Gladiator,  his 
success  in  "obtaining  a  very  important 
modification  of  the  existing  laws,  viz :  the 
privilege  of  breaking  bulk  and  tiansship- 
nient." 

Acknowledging  the  purchase  of  S7.'>,000  of 
exchange  for  his  department,  to  be  given  to 
Captain  Bullock. 

Reply  to  note  of  Mr.  Adams  in  regard  tq 
Nassau  as  au  Entrepot  &c.  The  receiver 
general  of  the  port  of  Nassau  had  reported 
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Mr.  Benjamin  to 
Capt.  Maffitt. 
Riclimond 


Mr.  Heyliger  to 
Mr.  Benjamin. 
Nassau. 


Com'r  Craven  to 
Mr.  Welles. 
Cowes  Eoads. 
Mr.  Helm  to  Mr. 
Benjamin. 

Havana, 

Mr.  Heyliger  to 
Mr.  Benjamin. 

Nassau, 


Com'r  Craven  to 
Mr.  Welles. 
Off  Algeciras, 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr 
Memminger. 
Eichmond. 
Mr.  Heyliger  to 
Mr.  Benjamin. 
Nassau, 


J.  Eraser  &  Co.  to 
Mr.  Benjamin. 
Charleston 


Mr.  Benjamin  to 
J.  Eraser  &  Co. 
Eichmond. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to 
Major  Huse. 
Eichmond. 


1862 
Jan.    27 
Jan.    30 

Feb.      3 
Feb.      6 

Feb.    22 


Feb.    25 

Feb.    2.5 
Mar.      1 


Mar. 


Mar.    10 


Mar.    10 


that  no  warlike  stores  had  been  received 
there,  and  that  no  munitions  of  war  had 
been  shipped  from  thence  ijo  the  insurgent 
States. 
Instructs  him  to  proceed  to  Nassau,  to  consult 
with  Mr.  Heyliger,  and  take  command  him- 
self of  the  Gladiator,  provided  the  authori- 
ties at  Nassau  will  not  allow  her  cargo  to 
be  divided  or  transported  to  other  steamers. 

Most  friendly  relations  with  the  authorities ; 
the  ease  with  which  he  obtained  their  per- 
mission to  transship  the  cargo  of  the  Gladi- 
ator ;  incloses  bill  of  lading  of  portion  trans- 
shipped. Why  it  is  filled  out  for  St.  Johns, 
N.  B. 

How  the  orders  of  the  British  government 
enabled  the  Nashville  to  escape  from  the 
Tuscarora. 

Capture  of  the  Stephen  Hart.  The  authori- 
ties at  Nassau  have  afforded  Mr.  Heyliger 
"every  facility"  for  the  transshipment  of 
the  cargo  of  the  Gladiator. 

The  Kate  is  taking  in  a  second  cargo  from 
the  Gladiator  ;  difficulties  he  has  had  with 
the  captain  of  the  Gladiator ;  Mr.  Lafitte  as 
agent  of  J.  Eraser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston ; 
Henry  Adderly  &  Co.  were  at  this  time  en- 
gaged in  blockade-running;  a  copy  of  receipt 
given  to  the  captain  of  the  Gladiator,  which 
fully  shows  the  relations  of  these  parties. 

Eestrictions  that  had  been  put  upon  him  at 
Gibraltar  on  account  of  the  complaint  made 
by  Cajitain  Semmes,  of  the  Sumter.  He 
(Craven)  was  ordered  not  to  send  any  boats 
into  the  harbor  of  Gibraltar  ;  the  Sumter 
was  allowed  to  remain  as  long  as  she  de- 
sired. 

Eequesting  a  letter  of  credit  on  London  or 
Liverpool  for  $30,000,  for  the  use  of  the 
Sumter. 

Arrangement  that  he  has  made  with  the 
captain  of  the  Gladiator ;  the  arrival  of 
Captain  Maifitt ;  recommends  that  a  com- 
missioned officer  be  i)ut  in  charge  "  of  gov- 
ernment property  on  government  under- 
taking ;"  Henry  Adderly  &  Co.  are  allowed 
2i  per  cent,  commission  in  order  to  retain 
"the  interest  of  the  most  influential  mer- 
cantile establishment  in  Nassau." 

Eraser,  Trenbolm  &  Co.  had  bought  a  steamer 
to  send  over  supplies  bought  by  Captain 
Huse.  Should  they  make  the  same  arrange- 
ments for  bringing  over  her  cargo  as  they 
had  d(rae  iu  the  case  of  the  Gladiator? 

Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  cargo  of 
the  Gladiator,  approving  of  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Heyliger,  of  the  payment  of  the  com- 
mission to  Adderly  &  Co.,  and  asking  if 
Fraser  &  Co.  will  not  buy  the  Gladiator 
from  the  government. 
Approving  of  his  conduct ;  be  has  placed  to 
his  credit  $1,261,600  ;  the  cargo  of  the  Gladi- 
ator has  arrived ;  that  of  the  Economist  is 
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Mr.  Benjamin  to 

Mr.  Heyliger. 

Richmond. 

Major    Huse    to 

Major  Gorgas. 

London. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to 

Mr.  Heyliger. 

Richmond, 

Mr.  Randolph  to 

Mr.  Heyliger. 

Richmond 


Mr.    Mallory    to 
Mr.  Memminger, 
Richmond. 


Mr.  Heyliger  to 
Mr.  Randolph. 

Nassau, 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 
Liverpool 

J.  Fraser  &  Co.  to 
Mr.  Memmin- 
ger. 

Charleston 
Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 
Liverpool 
Mr.  Heyliger  to 
llr.  Randolph. 
Nassau. 


Mr.  Randolph  to 

J.  Fraser  &  Co. 

Richmond 


1862 

Mar.    10 
Mar.    15 


Mar.    22 
April  11 

April  14 
April  22 

April  23 

April  26 

April  26 
May      2 


May      6 


expected ;  "  prudence  requires  that  all  car- 
goes for  the  government  be  sent  to  some 
port  in  the  West  Indies." 

Giving  him  "  the  warm  approval "  of  the  gov- 
ernment for  his  conduct  in  the  transship- 
ment of  the  cargo  of  the  Gladiator. 

Sailing  of  various  vessels ;  the  Bahama  will 
sail  in  a  few  days ;  she  has  on  board  four 
7-inch  navy  guns  and  a  quantity  of  shells, 
which  he  has  directed  to  be  sent  to  Nassau, 
with  a  view  to  their  transfer  to  another 
vessel;  Captain  Bullock  has  approved  of 
this  direction ;  various  difficulties  that  he 
has  met  with,  and  purchases  he  has  made. 

Arrival  of  the  Economist ;  J.  Fraser  &  Co.  are 
to  continue  to  act  in  introducing  cargoes 
from  Nassau. 

Captain  John  N.  MafStt  has  been  instructed 
to  confer  with  him  and  take  entire  control 
of  all  vessels  laden  with  arms  and  muni- 
tions of  war  for  the  Confederate  States 
which  "he  may  meet  with  on  his  present 
voyage." 

Congress  has  appropriated |2,000,000  "for the 
.construction  of  iron-clad  vessels  in  Europe ;" 
he  desires  "to  place  this  amount  immediate- 
ly in  England,  where  we  have  agents  to  ex- 
pend it." 

Arrivals  and  departures  of  blockade-runners 
at  Nassau ;  the  turning  over  of  the  Gladia- 
tor to  the  agent  of  J.  Fraser  &,  Co. ;  in- 
closing an  article  which  he  had  prepared  for 
the  Nassau  Guardian,  to  show  the  import- 
ance to  Nassau  of  the  business  brought 
there  by  the  blockade-runners. 

Arrival  of  several  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Sumter ;  a  number  of  vessels  are  being 
built  in  England  for  the  confederacy,  and 
especially  one  by  Laird  &  Co. 

Closing  of  transactions  between  the  govern- 
ment and  themselves  in  the  matters  of  the 
Gladiator  and  Economist,  and  the  difficul- 
ties of  blockade-running. 

Strong  sympathy  for  the  insurgents  that  ex- 
.  ists  at  Liverpool. 

Arrival  of  various  blockade-runners ;  his  in- 
tention to  go  to  Bermuda ;  meanwhile  Mr. 
Lafitte  will  represent  him;  the  steamer 
Oreto  arrived  on  the  28th  ultimo  from  Liv- 
erpool; "You  are  aware  that  she  is  a  gun- 
boat, but  as  all  the  information  concerning 
her  goes  by  this  conveyance  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  I  must  refer  you  to  that 
department ; "  Mr.  Lane  came  in  charge  of 
her,  and  consulted  with  him  by  direction 
of  Captain  Bullock;  the  Bahama  was  ex- 
pected "every  moment  with  her  arma- 
ment." 

Desiring  them  to  help  the  government  to 
place  $1,000,000  to  the  credit  of  Captain 
Huse. 
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No. 


27 


From  ■whom  and 
to  wliom. 


63 

28 


37 


Memorandum 
from    confede- 
rate   archives. 
Mr.  Whiting    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 
Major    Huse    to 
Mr.  Benjamin. 
London 


Mr.  D  ndley  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.  Whiting   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 


Isaac,.  Campbell 
&  Co.  to  Mr. 
Benjamin. 

London 

Capt.  Maffitt  to 
Mr.  Randolph. 


Mr.   Whiting   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 

Mr.   Memminger 
to  Mr.  Mallory. 
Richmond. 


Date. 


18(32 


May      6 
May      8 


May  10 

May  13 

May  17 

May  21 

May  21 

Jlay  26 


Subject. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.   May    26 
Memminger. 

Richmond. 


Mr.Mallorj-  to  Mr. 
Memminger. 
Richmond. 

Mr.    Memminger 
to  Mr.  Mallory. 
Richmond. 
Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr. 
Memminger. 

Richmond. 
Mr.  Memminger 
to  J.  Fraser  & 
Co. 

Richmond. 
Isaac,    Campbell 
&  Co.   to  Mr. 
Benjamin. 

London. 


May  26 

May  27 

May  27 

May  27 

May  31 


Credits  of  the  insurgent  government  with 
various  insurgent  agents. 

The  .shooting  down  of  the  stars  and  stripes 
received  with  great  enthusiasm  at  the 
public  theater. 

Introducing  Mr.  Isaac,  of  Isaac,  Campbell  <fe 
Co.,  to  which  house  the  "  confederate  gov- 
ernment is  more  indebted  for  liberal  deal- 
ing than  to  any  other  house  in  Europe,  with, 
perhaps,. the  single  exception  of  Messrs. 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool." 
Various  transactions  with  them,  and  asking 
favors  for  them. 

The  sailing  of  various  vessels  to  run  the 
blockade,  and  the  preparation  of  others  for 
the  same  purpose. 

Correspondence  with  Governor  Bayley  con- 
cerning movement  of  insurgent  steamers 
at  Nassau,  particularly  with  reference  to 
the  arming  of  the  Florida ;  the  decision  of 
the  governor  that  he  cannot  proceed  against 
her  without  positive  evidence. 

Receipt  of  letters;  movement  of  Captain 
Huse ;  various  shipments  and  purchases  on 
account  of  the  insurgents. 

His  arrival;  his  finding  there  tlie  gun-boat 
Manassas,  (Florida,)  consigned  to  him  by 
Commander  Bullock;  his  assuming  com- 
mand of  her,  and  his  hope  to  have  her  ready 
for  service  soon. 

Arrival  of  the  insurgent  steamers  Kate  and 
Cecile,  and  the  sympathy  of  Captain  McKil- 
lopp,  of  H.  M.  S.  Bull  Dog,  with  the  insur- 
gents. 

That  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  ask  the  ap- 
proval of  the  department  of  their  action 
in  paying  to  Captain  Semmes  £2,000  on  a 
letter  of  credit  for  Paymaster  Myers,  of  the 
Sumter. 

$50,000  in  coin  is  required  to  fit  out  and 
equip  the  C.  S.  S.  Manassas,  (Florida,)  then 
at  Nassau ;  asking  that  it  may  be  supplied 
"  as  early  as  practicable." 

Inform  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  that  their 
advance  of  money  to  Captain  Semmes  is 
approved ;  request  them  to  furnish  him 
with  still  further  funds. 

Replying  to  his  letter  asking  coin  for  Cap- 
tain Maffitt,  and  inquiring  if  a  bill  of 
exchange  would  not  serve  as  well. 

Asking  that  a  bill  of  exchange  for  $50,000  in 
favor  of  Captain  Maffitt  be  transmitted  to 
Nassau  through  J.  Fraser  &  Co. 

In  regard  to  money  paid  Captain  Semmes 
by  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 


Sailing  of  other  vessels  and  their  cargoes. 
Captain  North  did  not  choose  to  give  up 
certain  moneys  which  were  in  his  hands  for 
the  purpose  of  building  other  ships. 
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J.  Fraser  &  Co. 
to  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph. 

Charleston 
Mr.  Heyliger   to 
Mr.  Randolph. 
Nassau, 


Col.    Gorgas    to 
Mr.  Randolph. 
Richmond, 

Mr.    Mallory    to 
Comd'r  North. 
Richmond, 

Mr.  Heyliger  to 

Mr.  Randolph. 

Nassau, 

Mr.  Heyliger  to 

Mr.  Randolph. 

Nassau. 

Mr.   Heyliger  to 
Mr.  Randolph. 
Nassau. 
Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr. 
Memminger. 
Richmond, 


Major    Huse    to 
Col.  Gorgas. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.  Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 

Mr.  Randolph  to 
Lieut.  Wilkin- 
son. 

Richmond. 
Mr.  Heyliger  to 
Mr.  Randolph. 
Nassau. 
Mr.    Mallory    to 
Mr.  Davis. 

Richmond. 


1862 
June  24 


June  28 


12 

12 

19 
26 

26 
29 


July 

July 

July 
July 

July 
July 

Aug.     4 

Aug.      8 

Aug.    12 

Aug.    15 
Aug.   21 


Memphis  had  arrived,  and  reported  the  ar- 
rival at  Nassau  of  the  Bahama  with  the 
armament  of  theOreto,  (Florida.) 

His  return  from  Bermuda,  having  dispatched 
the  Herald  to  Nassau;  the  arrival  of  Cap- 
tain Maffitt,  and  consultation  with  him; 
the  action  of  Lafitte  in  his  absence ;  the 
Oreto  is  still  under  seizure ;  "the  prooeedr 
ings  for  her  release  are  now  complete,  and 
wul  be  pushed  forward  vigorously ;"  "  there 
is  no  doubt  that  we  shall  gain  the  case ;" 
the  captain  of  the  Greyhound  will  hesi- 
tate to  appeal  to  the  admiralty  court  of 
England,  as  he  might  entail  on  himself 
"  most  serious  injury,  both  professional  and 
pecuniary ;  "  the  sailing  of  the  T.  L.  Wragg ; 
how  Nassau  was  a  base  for  blockade-run- 
ning ;  memoranda  of  cargo  of  Herald. 

Urging  that  funds  be  furnished  Major  Huse 
"  as  soon  as  practicable ; "  indorsement  of 
Mr.  Randolph  to  the  same  effect,  referring 
it  to  secretary  of  treasury. 

Ordering  him  to  return  to  the  Confederate 
States,  and  reproving  him  for  having  failed 
to  follow  the  Oreto,  as  directed  by  Captain 
Bullock. 

Reasons  why  he  distrusts  S.  Isaac,  Camp- 
bell &  Co.,  and  trusts  Fraser,  Trenholm 
&Co. 

Circumstances  under  which  he,  as  govern- 
ment agent,  refused  to  be  dictated  to  by 
Mr.  Hart  in  the  matter  of  a  shipment 
from  Nassau. 

Arrivals,  future  sailings,  and  shipments ;  the 
testimony  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto  (Florida) 
has  been  concluded;  "  she  will  be  released." 

Requests  the  purchase  of  exchange  to  the 
amount  of  |2,068,990  88  as  the  only  means 
by  which  "  the  department  can  meet  its 
engagements  in  Europe ;"  Memminger's  in- 
dorsement that  the  purchase  will  be  made. 

The  port  of  Nassau  had  become  so  dangerous 
that  he  had  ordered  the  Harriet  Pinckuey 
to  go  to  Bermuda,  and  had,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  Captain  Bullock,  appointed 
Mr.  Porter  aa  government  agent  at  Bermuda. 

Knows  only  one  business  house  at  Nassau 
which  i.=i  friendly  to  the  Union  cause.  Nas- 
sau has  done  more  to  aid  the  rebellion  than 
several  rebel  States. 

Instructions  to  go  to  England,  there  to  pur- 
chase a  vessel  for  the  government,  to  load 
her  with  supplies,  and  to  bring  her  to  an 
insurgent  port. 

Arrivals  and  departures ;  for  warding  a  copy  of 
decree  in  case  of  the  Oreto,  (Florida.) 

Contracts  have  been  made  for  the  construc- 
tion, abroad,  of  six  iron-clad  steam-vessels 
of  war,  with  six  complete  extra  engines 
and  boilers,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  about 
13,500,000;  estimates  of  the  same;  also  esti- 
mates for  $3,000,000,  under  acts  of  Mav  10 
1861. 
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87 


89 

90 

90 
1     91 

92 
93 

93 

94 

94 

95 
96 
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XI 


Mr.  Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau, 
Mr.   Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau 


Mr.    Nesbitt    to 
Mr.  Whitiug. 

Nassau. 
Mr.  WTiiting    to 
Got.  Bayley. 

Nassau, 
Capt.  McKinstry 
to  Mr.  Whiting. 
Nassau. 

Mr.  Eobeson   to 

Mr.  Davis. 

Washington 

Mr.    Mallory    to 

Mr.  Davis. 

Eichmond 


Mr.   Whiting   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau, 


Admiral   Wilkes 
to  Mr.  Welles. 
Havana. 
S.    Isaac,    Camp- 
hell  &  Co.  to 
Col.  Gorgas. 

London. 
Col.    Gorgas    to 
Mr.  Randolph. 
Eichmond. 
Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr. 
Memminger. 
Eichmond. 
Col.    Gorgas     to 
Mr.  Seddon. 
Eichmond. 


1862 
Aug.   22 


Sept.  16 


Sept.  15 
Sept.  15 
Sept.  15 


1871 
Aug.    15 

1862 
Sept.  22 


Oct.  1 

Oct.  13 

Nov.  1 

Nov.  1 

Nov.  7 

Dec.  3 


Great  difficulties  that  have  surrouuded  him 
at  Nassau. 

Arrival  of  United  States  steamer  Daootah  in 
urgent  need  of  coal ;  she  was  allowed  to 
receive  twenty  tons,  after  the  captain  had 
heeu  compelled  to  give  an  express  promise 
"  that  at  no  time  withiu  ten  days  from  his 
leaving  this  port  w^ould  he  cruise  within 
five  miles  of  any  of  the  islands  of  the 
Bahama  government ;"  correspondence  in 
the  matter. 

Condition  on  which  Dacotah  may  coal 


The  Dacotah  heing  in  urgent  need  of  fuel. 
Captain  McKinstry  has  been  forced  to  make 
the  required  assurance. 

Circumstances  under  which  he  gives  the  re- 
quired assurance. 


Sail-power  of  the  Dacotah  was  merely  nomi- 
nal ;  "  she  could  hardly  have  been  navi- 
gated under  steam  alone." 

Deems  it  "  highly  judicious  to  call  for  an  ad- 
ditional aj)i)ropriation  for  the  construction 
and  equipment  of  iron-clad  and  other  ves- 
sels abroad ; "  estimate  for  $4,000,000, "  to 
purchase  arms,  man  and  equip  abroad  ves- 
sels to  be  used  in  coast  defense,  or  in  cruis- 
ing against  the  enemy's  commerce ;"  memo- 
randum of  contract  iu  regard  to  the  build- 
ing and  equipping  abroad  of  six  vessels. 

Notice  from  colonial  secretary  that  any  bellig- 
erent  vessel  must  obtain  the  governor's 
permission  before  anchoring  at  Nassau,  and 
that  United  States  vessels  must  attend  to 
the  same  before  dropping  their  anchors. ' 

Evident  to  bim  that  the  authorities  at  Ber- 
muda favor  those  who  intend  to  break  the 
blockade  "  all  iu  their  power." 

Action  iu  the  shipment  of  munitions  of  war. 


Arrival  of  Mr.  Porter  from  Bermuda  in  charge 
of  the  Harriet  Pinckney,  and  asking  in- 
structions for  him. 

Eequisition  for  $3,000,000  in  bonds,  to  be  de- 
livered to  Commander  Maury. 

In.structious  that  have  been  given  to  Major 
Hiise  and  Mr  Walker ;  the  latter  had  been 
appointed  disbursing  agent  at  Bermuda; 
Mr.  Porter  was  the  agent  at  Bermuda  to  at- 
tend there  to  the  tran.sfer  of  the  cargoes  for 
the  confederate  ports  ;  a  large  part  of  the 
cargoes  have  been  landed  at  Nassau,  and 
thence  transmitted  to  ports  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  in  fast  steamers ;  their  desti- 
nation haslately  been  changed  to  Bermuda; 
the  navy  department  should  assist  in  the 
running  iu  of  their  cargoes,  or  light 
draught  steamers  should  be  purchased. 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  ■whom. 


Subject. 


14 


37 


Mr.     Seddon    to 
Mr.  Mason. 

Richmond. 

Mr.  Spence  to  Mr. 
Memminger. 

Liverpool. 

Col.     Gorgas    to 
Major  Hnse. 

Richmond. 
Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.  Mallory  to 
Mr.  Memmin- 
ger. 

Richmond. 
Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 

Extract  from 
privatejournal 
on  hoard  the 
Florida. 

Nassau. 
Mr.    Mallory    to 
Mr.    Memmin- 
ger. 

Richmond. 
Mr.    Mallory    to 
Mr.  Kerner. 

Richmond. 
Mr.     Itlason     to 
Mr.  Benjamin. 
London. 
Mr.  Heyliger  to 
Mr.    Memmin- 
ger. 

Nassau. 
Col.    Gorgas    to 
Major  Huse. 

Richmond. 

Mr.  Adams  to 
Earl  Russell. 

Loudon, 


Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Col.    Gorgas    to 
Major  Hnse. 

Richmond. 
Extract  from  pe- 
tition   to    Mr. 
Lincoln. 

Nassau. 
Mr.  Seddon  to  Mr. 
Seixas. 

Richmond. 


1862 
Dec.    18 


Dec.    19 


1863 
Jan.      1 


Jan.  6 

Jan.  10 

Jan.  10 

Jan.  26 

Jan.  31 

Feb.  3 

Feb.  5 

Feb.  8 

Feb.  9 

Feb.  9 

Feb.  24 

Feb.  25 

Mar.  14 

April  7 


Introducing  Captain  Crenshaw;  explaining 
his  scheme  for  formiiig  an  association  for 
blockade-running,  in  which  the  govern- 
ment should  be  a  partner. 

Captains  Bullock,  Sinclair,  and  North  are 
at  present  provided  for. 


Various  arrivals ;  proposes  that  Major  Walk- 
er shall  remain  at  Bermuda  "  permanently 
while  that  port  is  used  as  a  depot." 

Insurgents  are  negotiating  a  loan;  Semmes 
is  in  communication  with  people  in  Eng- 
land ;  most  likely  the  orders  to  him  are  all 
issued  from  thence;  other  officers  of  the 
insurgent  navy  have  arrived. 

Desires  sterling  bills  for  $60,000  for  the  use 
of  the  Harriet  Lane  in  cruising. 


Insurgents  design  to  convert  several  of  their 
new  steamers  into  privateers ;  every  facil- 
ity seems  to  be  afforded  them  to  carry  on 
their  operations. 

The  arrival  of  the  Florida  at  Nassau ;  coal 
and  provisions  taken  on  board  for  several 
months ;  great  sympathy  shown  the  in- 
surgents ;  Nassau  their  principal  port. 

AVhether  he  can  deliver  cotton  to  the  value 
of  $1,000,000,  in  coin,  in  order  to  furnish 
money  for  certain  ships  of  war  which  it  is 
proposed  to  build  abroad. 

Asking  the  titles  of  the  two  secret  acts 
passed  May  10,  1861. 

Has  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  extend  all 
the  aid  in  his  power  to  the  agents  of  the 
war  and  navy  departments. 

Florida  had  put  in,  taken  in  coal  and  stores  ; 
further  details  to  the  navy  department. 


Bermuda  will  answer  as  a  depot ;  coin  in 
the  Bank  of  New  Orleans  can  be  made 
available  if  put  on  board  a  British  vessel 
and  protected. 

Transmits  intercepted  correspondence;  the.se 
papers  show  a  deliberate  attempt  to  estab- 
lish in  Great  Britain  a  system  of  action  in 
direct  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

Sailing  of  the  Bahama  to  meet  the  Alabama. 


No  diftieulty  in  settling  with  S.  Isaac,  Camp- 
bell &  Co.  on  terms  proj)08ed. 

Difficulties  which  attended  office  of  United 
States  consul  at  Nassau. 


Appoints  him  as  agent  to  take  charge  at 
Charleston  of  the  sailing  and  arming  of 
blockade-runners  for  the  war  department, 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Liverpool. 

Mr.  Heyliger  to 
Mr.  Memmin- 
ger. 

Nassau. 

Major  Walker  to 

Major  Huse. 

St.  Georges, 

Bermuda 


Mr.     Mallory    to 
Lieut.  Cenas. 
Richmond. 

Memoranda  of 
notes  from 
navy  depart- 
ment for  Mr. 
Kerner,  chair- 
man of  com- 
mittee of  ways 
and  means  of 
C.  S.  congress. 

Insurgent  act. 
Secret  enrolled. 

Insurgent  act. 


Insurgent  act. 


Mr.    Memminger 

to  Mr.  Mallory. 

Richmond 

Admiral    Wilkes 

to  Mr.  Welles. 

St.  Thomas. 

Colonel  Gorgas  to 

Major  Huse. 

Richmond. 

Mr,    Dudley    to 

Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool 

Col.    Gorgas    to 
Major  Huse. 

Richmond. 
Mr.    Hawley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau 


April  11 
April  18 
April  18 

April  20 
April 


April  18 

May  1 

May  1 

May  6 

May  13 

May  21 

May  22 

May  2.3 

May  26 


instructions ;    these    blookade-rnnners 

reality  transports. 
Mr.  Miller,  senior  member  of  the  firm  that 

built  the  Florida,  is  "chief  surveyor"  of 

shipping  at  Liverpool ;  the  builder  of  the 

Alabama  was  a  member  of  Parliament. 
Receipt  of  his  appointment  as  depositary  of 

the  Confederate  States  treasury  at  Nassau, 

promising  faithfulness. 

Arrivals  and  departures  of  various  blockade- 
runners  ;  "  any  confederate  man-of-war 
which  may  come  to  this  port  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  coaling  and  procuring  sup- 
plies ;"  a  number  of  naval  officers  were 
going  out  by  Halifax  steamers. 

How  to  go  to  England  in  charge  of  certain 
other  confederate  naval  officers. 

Short  history  of  all  the  acts  of  congi'ess  that 
had  been  passed  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding funds  to  build  war  vessels  abroad  ; 
of  the  transaction  of  the  naval  agents 
abroad ;  $5,200,000  would  be  needed  to 
complete  three  iron-clad  propeller  ships, 
one  iron  ship,  six  other  ships,  and  to  arm, 
man,  equip  them,  &c. 

Appropriating  $5,200,000  for  iron-olads,  other 
war  steamers,  steam-engines,  and  other 
supplies  contracted  for  abroad. 

Amending  the  above  act  so  that  amount 
named  may  be  paid  in  sterling,  and  appro- 
priating $10,000,000  to  pay  for  premiums 
on  exchange. 

Authorizing  the  President  to  contract  for  the 
constructing  and  equipment  abroad  of  any 
number  of  war  vessels,  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty ;  appropriating  $10,000,000  to  carry  out 
that  object. 

Will  have  cotton  sent  to  Charleston  for 
war  department,  to  send  out  iu  the  Stono, 
(transport.) 

British  rules  as  to  belligerent  war  vessels' 
have  been  construed  to  give  a  full  supply 
of  coal  to  insurgent  cruisers. 

Dissatisfaction  with  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  & 
Co. ;  desiring  that  some  other  house  be 
selected  through  which  purchases  may  be 
made. 

Rumors  of  the  fitting  out  of  another  privateer ; 
how  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  supplied  the 
guns  for  the  Florida  and  the  Alabama,  and 
are  still  furnishing  other  vessels. 

S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  must  be  held  to 
their  agreement. 

Governor  contemplates  some  hostile  or  vexa- 
tious measure  with  regard  to  the  visits  of 
United  States  men-of-war. 
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From  whom  aucl 
to  whom. 


Subject. 


bo 

|1^ 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.    Hawley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 


Col.    Gorgas    to 
Major  Huse. 

Richmond. 
Mr.SpeneetoMr. 
Memminger. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr. 
Memminger. 
Richmond. 

Mr.    Mallory    to 
Mr.  Elmore. 

Richmond. 

Col.  Gorgas  to  Mr. 
Memminger. 
Richmond. 


Mr.    Hawley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 
Washington 


Mr.    Memminger 

to  Col.  Gorgas. 

Richmond. 

Mr.   Memminger 

to  Fraser,Treu- 

holm  &  Co. 

Richmond. 


Mr.  Memminger 
to  Eraser,  Treu- 
holm  &  Co. 

Richmoad. 
Com'd'r  Bullock 
to  Mr.  Elmore. 
Liverpool. 
Mr.  Spenoe  to  Mr. 
Memminger. 

Liverpool. 


1863 

May    29 


May 

30 

June 

— 

June 

6 

June 

12 

June 

25 

June 

26 

June 

27 

June 

29 

JIar. 

28 

May 

29 

July 

3 

July 

4 

Suspicions  in  legard  to  the  Phantom;  that 
Captain  Tessier  is  in  command,  who  took 
out  the  guns  on  the  Bahama  for  the  Florida, 
and  afterward  took  out  Captain  Semmes 
and  a  part  of  the  armament  to  the  Alabama. 
No  amount  of  circumstantial  testimony  is 
satisfactory  to  induce  action  to  stop  vessels 
fitting  out  as  privateers. 

Letter  of  the  governor;  threatens  to  warn  off 
all  United  States  vessels  of  war  from  that 
colony,  unless  they  communicate  with  the 
authorities  before  coming  to  anchor;  reply 
to  the  governor ;  asking  instructions  in  case 
the  governor  should  act  as  he  tlu'eatena. 

Instructions  as  to  purchases ;  information  as 
to  settlement  with  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co. 

Has  issued  a  requisition  on  the  depositaries  in 
favor  of  Captain  Bullock  for  £30,000. 

Wishes  to  place  abroad  the  five  millions  ap- 
propriated by  acts  of  April  18th  and  May 
1st;  asking  how  the  requisitions  can  be 
drawn. 

ReceiiJt  of  drafts  for  over  sixty  thousand 
pounds  in  favor  of  Commander  Bullock,  on 
the  confederate  depositary  in  London ;  they 
will  be  transmitted  to  Commander  Bullock. 

By  the  directions  of  the  secretary  of  war,  cot- 
ton hereafter  shij)ped  on  the  government 
steamers  will  be  directed  to  Messrs.  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  treasury  depositaries  at 
Liverpool,  the  proceeds  of  sales  to  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  Major  Huse,  subject 
to  his  draft. 

All  blockade-runners,  when  sailing  from  Nas- 
sau for  Charleston  or  Wilmington,  clear  for 
St.  John,  N.  B.  "This  practice  involves, 
necessarily,  in  each  voyage  a  violation  of 
the  laws  oif  the  colony  hy  the  hlockade-run- 
ner,  and  an  evasion  of  duty,  if  not  a  viola- 
tion of  law,  hy  the  oflicers  of  customs.'' 

Receipt  of  his  letter  of  26th,  in  regard  to  cot- 
ton to  be  shipped  for  account  of  Captain 
Huse  ;  letters  to  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 

Mr.  Heyliger  has  been  appointed  a  depositary 
at  Nassau,  and  Colonel  Walker  at  Bermuda ; 
will  forward  cotton  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.  on  account  of  the  war  department; 
after  honoring  their  drafts  upon  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  same,  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 
are  authorized  to  pay  over  the  balance  of 
the  net  proceeds  to  Captain  Huse. 

Keep  the  account  of  shipments  made  to  them 
on  account  of  the  war  department  distinct 
from  those  of  the  treasury  department. 

Receipt  of  drafts  for  $300,000  in  his  favor  on 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 

"  The  result  of  the  trial  of  the  Alexandra  is  a 
great  victory,  for  the  law  as  laid  down  hy 
the  Lord  Chief  Baron  is  such  as  will  enable 
all  the  vessels  building  to  get  away." 
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Fraser,  Trenholm 
&  Co.  to  Major 
Huse. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.    Hyland    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Bermuda, 

Mr.  Heyliger  to 
Col.  Myers. 

Nassau. 
Mr.    Memminger 
to  Mr.  Mallory. 
Richmond. 
Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Col.    Gorgas    to 
Maj.  Huse. 

Richmond. 
Mr.    Memminger 
to  Mr.  Mallory. 
Richmond. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr. 
Memminger. 
Richmond. 
Mr.  Benjamin  to 
Messrs.  Mem- 
minger, Sed- 
don,  and  Mal- 
lory. 

Richmond 


151  I  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.   Stringer    to 
Mr.  Mason. 

London 


Memorandum  of 
agreement  be- 
tween Major 
Huse,  on  part  of 
insurgent  gov- 
ernment, and 
the  Mercantile 
Trading  Com- 
pany. 

London. 


1863 
July      7 


Aug.     7 

Aug.  13 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  24 
Aug.    25 

Sept.     8 

Sept.  12 
Sept.  15 


Sept.  16 


Sept.  16 


July   23 


Account  current ;  have  requested  Messrs.  Faw- 
cett,  Preston  &  Co.  to  furnish  them  with 
copies  of  their,  accounts. 

Arrivals  of  blockade-runners ;  of  a  large  sup- 
ply of  coal  for  their  use ;  there  are  at  that 
port,  at  that  date,  nine  steamers  loading 
for  Wilmington. 

Arrival  of  Major  Waller  and  purchases  and 
shipments  made  by  them. 

Letter  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  relative  to 
to  their  non-payment  of  draft  for  $300,000 
in  favor  of  Captain  Bullock. 

Vessels  of  war  then  building  for  the  insur- 
gents in  Great  Britain. 

Return  the  $2,000,000  worth  of  bonds  sent  out 
to  him  by  Major  Walker. 

Cotton  certificates  to  the  value  of  $2,000,000 
have  been  prepared,  and  will  be  sent  to  the 
depositary  at  Liverpool,  to  be  delivered  to 
Captain  Bullock  in  conformity  with  the  re- 
quisition. 

Receipt  of  letter  of  11th  inst. ;  Fraser,  Tren- 
holm &  Co.  are  his  depositaries  at  Liver- 
pool. ^ 

Having'  examined,  in  conference  with  them 
and  at  the  request  of  the  president,  the  pres- 
ent mode  of  conducting  in  foreign  countries 
the  business  of  the  various  departments,  he 
had  reduced  the  result  of  their  conferences 
to  writing.  Major  Huse  and  Commander 
Bullock  had  heretofore  been  supplied  with 
money  through  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm 
&  Co.,  and  in  other  ways ;  proposes  a  plan 
for  the  future,  by  which  the  funds  abroad 
shall  be  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  McRae  and 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  This  plan  is  fully 
set  out  and  approved  by  the  other  secreta- 
ries. 

Ninety  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida  had  arrived, 
they  having  received  part  of  their  pay 
from  Captain  Maffitt,  and  being  told  that 
they  would  receive  the  balance  in  Liver- 
pool. 

Memorandum  of  agreement  which  the  Mer- 
cantile Trading  Company  had  made  with 
Major  Huse ;  not  being  satisfied  of  his 
authority  to  make  the  same,  they  were 
having  trouble  with  him  ;  whether  the  gov- 
ernment will  take  some  saltpeter  which 
has  been  shipped. 

The  company  agreed  to  advance  money  to 
Huse,  that  he  might  purchase  munitions 
of  war  for  the  insurgents ;  these  advances 
to  be  paid  by  the  proceeds  of  cotton  sent 
out  to  the  company's  agent  in  London  by 
the  insurgent  government,  the  company 
agreeing  to  furnish  the  necessary  ships, 
and  to  have  one-third  cargo  space  each 
way,  the  government  having  the  balance, 
&c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Morse  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London, 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 

Com.    Maffitt  to 
Capt.  Bullock. 
Brest. 
Mr.  Benjamin  to 
Mr.  Memmiuger. 
Eiohmond. 
Mr.  Mason  to  Mr. 
Stringer. 

London. 


Mr.    Seddon    to 
Mr.  MoRae. 

Eiohmoud. 


Major  Bayne  to 
Mr.  Seixas. 

Eiohmond, 

Mr.  Heyliger  to 
Gen.  Lawton. 

Nassau, 

Duly  certified 
copy  of  agree- 
ment between 
the  insurgent' 
governm't  and 
ttie  Mercantile 
Trading  Com- 
pany and  cer- 
tain merchants 
of  London. 

Mr.   Stringer    to 
Col.  Thornborn. 
London, 


Mr.  McEae  to  Mr. 
Memminger. 

Paris. 
Mr.  Heyliger  to 
Gen.  Lawton. 

Nassau. 

Com.  Baldwin  to 
Mr.  Welles. 
Angra  Pequena;, 


Capt.  Baldwin  to 
Got.  Wood- 
bouse. 

Cape  Town 


1863  . 
Sept.  16 


Sept.  18 

Sept.  3 

Sept.  18 

Sept.  19 

Sept.  26 

Sept.  29 

Oct.  29 

Sept.  23 


Oct.  3 

Oct.  2 

Oct.  3 

Oct.  30 

Oct.  22 


Laird's  rams  had  been  detained ;  "  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  evidence  where  all  who 
have  auy  knowledge  on  the  subject  so 
strongly  sympathize  with  the  rebels,  is  very 
great." 

Men  from  the  Florida  not  yet  having  been 
paid,  were  beginning  to  get  restive  ;  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Commander  Maffitt  to  Cap- 
tain Bullock. 

List  of  men  discharged  from  the  Florida,  re- 
questing him  to  provide  them  with  places 
in  the  service. 

President  had  approved  of  his  letter  of  the 
15th  instant  in  regard  to  arrangement  for 
funds  abroad. 

Not  certain  as  to  the  extent  of  Major  Huse's 
authority;  knows  that  he  has  exercised 
large  powers  in  sending  forward  supplies, 
and,  in  doing  so,  has  had  the  sanction  and 
approbation  of  the  war  department ;  gov- 
ernment will  take  the  saltpeter  already  for- 
warded. 

His  duties  under  the  new  plan  agreed  upon 
for  the  management  of  funds  abroad ;  Mr. 
Walker,  at  Bermuda,  and  Mr.  Heyliger,  at 
Nassau,  will  continne  to  draw  on  Fraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.  for  moneys  needed  by  them. 

Place  1,000  bales  of  cotton  at  Nassau  by  1st 
of  January  for  the  account  of  the  quarter- 
master department. 

Bills  that  he  has  drawn  on  Fraser,  Trenholm 
&  Co.  to  pay  for  purchases  made  by  Major 
E.  P.  Waller. 

Agreeing  that  five  steamers,  owned  two- 
thirds  by  the  Confederate  States,  and  one- 
third  by  the  other  parties  to  the  agree- 
ment, should  be  run  on  joint  account  from 
St.  Georges,  Bermuda,'  or  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
or  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  and  speci- 
fying in  ten  articles  the  terms  or  conditions 
on  which  they  are  to  be  run,  (really  as 
transports.) 

Actual  offers  for  steamers  and  engines,  which 
he  desires  h,im  to  place  before  the  confed- 
erate navy  department ;  Thornborn  is  a  pro- 
prietor of  a  share  in  the  Mercantile  Trading 
Company.  ,  i 

Receipt  of  appointment  as  depositor ;  Cap- 
tain Bullock's  engagements  amount  to 
11,000,000  francs. 

Had  received  his  instructions  to  turn  over 
proceeds  of  cotton  to  Major  Waller,  and 
had  done  so,  having  received  215  bales  on 
account  of  quartermaster's  department. 

Circumstances  under  which  he  had  been  re- 
fused coal  at  Cape  Town,  inclosing  corres- 
pondence ;  at  Angra  Pequena  he  had  cap- 
tured the  Saxon,  loaded  with  part  of  the 
cargo  of  the  bark  Conrad,  (Tuscaloosa.) 

Asking  to  be  allowed  to  make  necessary  re- 
pails  and  to  get  a  supply  of  fuel. 
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From  ■whom  and 
to  ■whom. 


Date. 


Svibject. 


Mr.  Eawson  (sec- 
retary) to  Capt. 
Baldwin. 

Colonial  Office. 
Maj.    Bayne    to 
Gen.  Lawton. 

Richmond. 

Statement  from 
Aug.  27  to  Oct. 
31. 

Invoice 

Liverpool. 


Fraser,Trenholm 
&  Co.  to  Gen. 
Lawton. 

Liverpool 

Major  Ferguson 
to  Gen.  Law- 
ton. 

Manchester, 


Fraser,Trenholm 
&  Co.  to  Gen. 
Lawton. 

Liverpool. 

Capt.Grainger  to 

Maj.  Ferguson. 

Wilmington. 

Mr.    Memminger 

to  Mr.  Bococli. 

Richmond 


Mr.  Dudley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool 

Major  "Waller  to 
Gen.  Lawton. 
Nassau. 

Insurgent  act  to 
impose  regu- 
lations upon 
the  f  o  r  e  i  g  n 
commerce  of 
the  Confeder- 
ate States,  and 
to  provide  for 
the  public  de- 
fense. 

Official  regula- 
tions to  carry 
the  above  act 
into  effect. 

n— A  c— VI 


1863 
Oct.    23 


Nov.    13 


Dec.    31 


Nov.    26 


Dec.    23 


1864 
Jan.     14 


Jan.     18 
Jan.    26 


Feb.      .5 

Feb.    12 

Feb.      6 
Approved 


Mar.     7 
Issued. 


Refusing  to  give  him  special  permission  to 
coal ;  allowing  him  to  remain  in  port  only 
"  for  the  completion  of  indispensable  re- 
pairs." 

Receipts  of  supplies  by  several  blockade-run- 
ners ;  the  necessity  of  bringing  forward  the 
government  cotton  for  shipment  as  fast  as 
possible. 

Cotton  operations  of  J.  M.  Seixas,  at  "Wil- 
mington, on  account  of  quartermaster's  de- 
partment. 

Supplies  shipped  ftom  Liverpool,  per  Cas- 
sandra, by  Major  Ferguson,  to  the  care  of 
L.  Heyliger,  Nassau,  to  be  forwarded  to 
Captain  "W.  G.  Ferguson,  quartermaster, 
Richmond. 

Receipt  of  cotton  for  the  quartermaster  de- 
partment ;  drafts  have  been  made  upon  the 
same  by  Mr.  Heyliger  to  such  an  extent 
that  for  the  present  they  are  unable  to 
advance  to  Major  Ferguson. 

Purchases  that  have  been  made  by  him  ;  his 
arrangement  with  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.; 
"  if  we  can  get  cotton  out,  we  can  buy  all 
England,  for  most  of  their  men  as  well  as 
their  merchandise,  have  a  price." 

Debit  to  them  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, in  round  numbers,  equal  to  £29,000 ; 
drafts  on  them  must  be  limited  to  £25  per 
bale. 

Various  arrivals  of  quartermaster's  stores 


Plan  to  unite  in  behalf  of  the  insurgent 
government  with  certain  parties  interested 
in  the  cotton  pledged  for  the  foreign  loan, 
in  a  joint  enterprise  for  shipping  the  cotton 
which  they  are  entitled  to  demand,  and 
returning  supplies  for  account  of  the  gov- 
ernment ;  eight  vessels  required  and  an 
appropriation  of  $1,200,000. 

The  merchants  of  Liverpool  had  now  signed 
a  petition  asking  the  go verr  men t  to  recog- 
nize the  southern  confederacy. 

Recent  transactions  at  that  port,  as  agent 
of  the  quartermaster's  department. 

Forbidding  "  the  exportation  of  cotton,  to- 
bacco, military  and  naval  stores,  sugar, 
molasses,  and  rice  from  the  Confederate 
States,"  except  under  certain  uniform 
regulations,  and  providing  certain  means 
to  prevent  such  exportation. 


Prescribing,  in  thirteen  sections,  the  rules 
under  which  vessels  may  engage  in  com- 
merce with  the  Confederate  States,  and  in 
particular  terms  compelling  their  owners 
to  yield  one-half  of  the  tonnage  to  the  gov- 
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Mr.  Malloiy  to 
Fraser,  Tren- 
liolin  &  Co. 

Richmoud. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 
Washiugton. 

Mr.     Mallory  to 
Mr.    Memmiu- 


Richmoud, 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Bermuda. 
Mr.   Memmiuger 
to   Mr.   Heyli- 
ger. 

Riclimond. 


Mr.  Meniminger 
to  Fraser,Treu- 
holm  &  Co. 

Richmond. 
Mr.     Seddon    to 
Fraser,     Tren- 
holm  &  Co. 

Richmond. 
Mr.    Memmiuger 
to    Mr.   Heyli- 
ger. 

Richmond. 
Memorandum  of 
account  be- 
tween C.  S.  A. 
and  L.  Heyli- 
ger. 
Mr.  Memmiuger 
to  Mr.  Heyli- 
ger. 

Richmond. 
Fiaaer,  Trenholm 
&  Cio.  to  Gen- 
eral Lawton. 
Liverpool 
Earl  Russell    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London 


1864 


Mar.    23 


Mar.JJll 

Mar.    30 

April  12 
April  18 

April  18 
April  20 
May      3 


Jlar.    a;) 
ending. 


May      4 


.June 


June   15 


eminent,  both  in  the  outward  and  home- 
ward voyage,  to  give  bonds  that  they  will 
make  a  return  trip,  and  that  they  will  in- 
vest one-half  the  proceeds  of  cargo  carried 
out  on  their  own  account  in  the  purchase 
of  goods  not  prohibited  by  law,  and  to  be 
brought  back  to  the  confederacy. 

Secretary  of  the  treasury  had  proposed  to 
them  to  construct  six  steamers,  to  run 
between  Wilmington  and  other  confed- 
erate ports,  and  the  Bahamas  and  Cuba ; 
Captain  Bullock  had  been  requested  to 
confer  with  them  on  the  subject;  under 
the  present  act  of  congress,  the  govern- 
ment would  employ  these  steamers  and 
devote  their  first  cargoes  to  paying  for 
them. 

"British  ports  at  home  and  abroad"  are  a 
base  for  operations  hostile  and  dangerous 
to  the  United  States. 

Has  fully  instructed  Commander  Bullock  on 
the  subject  of  building  steamers  for  the 
Florida  trade.  Indorsed  by  Mr.  Meramin- 
ger :  "  Let  a  warrant  be  drawn  to  place 
in  the  hands  of  Captain  Bullock  £10,000, 
for  the  purpose  of  building  steamers." 

Changes  that  had  taken  place  at  St.  Georges, 
Bermuda,  in  consequence  of  the  use  of  that 
port  as  a  base  for  blockade-runners. 

Buy  the  steamer  Alice  for  the  government,  as 
a  blockade-runner  or  transport ;  use  Adder- 
ly  &  Co.  as  agents  in  the  purchase ;  draw 
for  the  purchase-money  on  Fraser,  Tren- 
holm &  Co.  at  ninety  days'  sight,  who 
would  be  supplied  with  fuuds  by  shipment 
of  her  first  cargo  of  cotton. 

Advising  of  above  letter;  accept  and  pay 
the  bills,  whether  drawn  by  Heylio-er  or 
Adderly  &  Co.  '  ' 

Sell  the  steamer  Eugenie,  which  has  Ijcen  pur- 
chased out  of  the  funds  of  the  ordnance 
bureau ;  place  the  proceeds  of  tlie  sale  to 
the  credit  of  that  bureau. 

On  what  basis  he  would  receive  com])eusation 
as  depositary,  and  asking  him  to  render  his 
account  for  salary,  that  it  maj'  be  paid. 

Ai)parently  tran.sinitted  in  answer  to  above 
letter,  from  which  it  appears  that  for  tlie 
year  ending  March  29, 1864,  li<-  had  received 
and  paid  as  depo.sitary  $1,039,0117  38. 

Contract  with  Messrs.  Davis  &  I'itzliugh  for' 
tnniishing  steamers  for  running  tlie  block- 
ade with  supplies  for  the  government. 

Receipt  of  1,8-21  bales  of  upland  and  .58  bales 
sea-island  cotton  ;  their  acceptances  on  the 
same  to  the  extent  of  £62,000. 

Complaining  that  the  United  States  steamer 
Tioga  resorted  to  the  most  distant  and  least 
populous  of  the  Bahama  out-islands. 
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No. 


l''rom  wliom  and 
to  wliom. 


117 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 
Washington 

Mr.  McRae  to  Mr. 
Seddon. 

London 


■.',i-< 


Inclosed  memo- 
randum of 
agreement  be- 
tween Mr.  Alex- 
ander Collie,  of 
England,  and 
M.  McRae. 

London 


Mr.     Mallory  to 
ilr.  Memminger. 
Richmond. 
Mr.   Memminger 
to  Mr.   Mallory. 
Richmond. 
Mr.     McRae    to 
Mr.  Mallory. 

Paris. 


Mr.     McRae     to 
Mr.  Seddon. 

Paris. 
Jlr.  JacksOn    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Halifax. 


Captain  Bullock 
to  Mr.  Mem- 
minger. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool 


1864 
July     2 


July      4 


June   13 


July  6 

July  7 

Aug.  4 

Aug.  4 

Aug.  23 


Aug.   23 


Sept.     9 


Communicate  to  Earl  Russell  that  the  whole 
of  the  West  India  Islands  are  practically 
used  by  the  insurgents  as  a  basis  for  hos- 
tile operations. 

Has  made  arrangements  with  Fraser,  Tren- 
holm  &  Co.  to  farnish  tbe  government  with 
eight  flrst-class  steamers,  to  be  purchased 
by  or  buiit  under  the  direction  of  Captain 
Bullock ;  the  Bat  and  the  Owl  had  already 
been  purchased,  and  would  leave  for  Ber- 
muda on  1st  of  August ;  has  made  arrange- 
ments with  another  firm  to  furnish  six 
steamers  ;  the  purchases  that  have  been 
made  or  will  be  made  by  Majors  Ferguson 
and  Huse ;  cotton  should  be  got  ready  to 
meet  the  Bat,  the  Owl,  and  other  vessels 
soon  to  come  ;  agreement  with  A.  Collie. 

Mr.  Collie  agrees  to  provide  four  large  and 
powerful  steamers,  to  load  them  with 
quartermaster's  stores  to  the  value  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling, and  will  advance  stores  to  the  value  ^' 
of  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  to  ' 
deliver  the  same  in  the  Confederate  States 
with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  he  to 
receive  in  exchange  cotton  at  the  rate  of 
sixpence  sterling  per  pound. 

List  of  treasury  notes  left  with  Commander 
Bullock  by  the  disbursing  officer  of  the 
Florida;  what  shall  be  done  with  them. 

Notes  left  with  Commander  Bullock  should 
be  deposited  with  the  depositary  in  Eng- 
land, &c.,  &c. 

Use  he  has  made  of  funds  for  the  navy  depart- 
ment, under  the  direction  of  Commander 
Bullock  and  Captain  North ;  Commander 
Bullock  had  informed  him  that  he  had  re- 
ported fully  what  he  had  been  doing  in  the 
way  of  building  and  purchasing  steamers. 

State  of  his  accounts  ;  the  balance  due  Major 
Ferguson  ;  contract  with  the  Mercantile 
Trading  Company  should  not  be  renewed. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  yellow^ fever, 
lioth  at  Beruiuda  and  Nassau,  Halifax  had 
become  the  headquarters  of  those  engaged 
iu  running  the  blockade;  depot  had  been 
established  where  blockade-runners  aud 
privateers  can  always  be  supplied  with 
coal  and  other  articles  adapted  to  their, 
l^urpose. 

Receipt  of  draft  for  £10,000,  to  be  used  iu 
payment  for  a  steamer  now  building,  to 
run  the  blockade ;  has  already  bought  four 
steamers;  ten  are  building ;  how  they  are 
to  be  paid  for ;  their  dimensions  ;  they  will 
be  pushed  to  completion  as  rapidly  as  pos-' 
sible. 

In  all  cases  of  building  war  vessels  or  pirati- 
cal crafts,  British  goverunient  refused  to 
take  any  steps  to  stop  until  satisfactory 
evidence  was  laid  before  them,  for  obtain- 
ing which  evidence  they  provided  no  means 
or  process. 
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163 


165 


166 


167 


167 


168 


168 


169 


170 
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147 


350     Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool 


Mr.    Mallory    to 

Mr.  Trenholm. 

Richmond. 

Mr.  Trenholm  to 

Mr.  Mallory. 

Richmond. 


Mr.    Mallory    to 
Mr.  Trenholm. 

Richmond, 
Colonel     Gorgas 
to  Mr.  Seddon. 
Richmond. 


Mr.  Nutt  to  Cap- 
tain Bullock. 
Richmond. 


Capt.  Bullock  to 
Mr.  McRae. 

Liverpool. 


Extract  from  the 
report  of  Mr. 
Mallory,  insur- 
gent secretary 
of  navy. 

Richmond. 

Maj.  Ferguson  to 
Geu.  Lawton. 
Liverpool. 
Mr.  Allen  to  Mr, 
Seward. 

Bermuda. 

Mr.  Trenholm  tc( 
JIv.  Mallory. 
Richmond, 


1864 
Sept.  13 


Sept.  21 

Sept.  22 

Sept.  22 

Oct.  5 


Oct.    22 


Nov. 


Nov. 

5 

Nov. 

26 

Nov. 

28 

Deo. 

17 

Captain  Tessier,  who  had  helped  to  arm  the 
Florida  and  Alabama,  is  in  Liverpool,  super- 
intending the  vessels  building  for  the  in- 
surgents, under  the  direction  of  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co. 

Had  made  preparations  to  place  a  naval  offi- 
cer in  charge  of  the  Owl;  is  she  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Confederate  States  ? 

The  Owl  is  the.  property  of  the  Confederate 
States,  but  was  to  stand  in  the  name  of  the 
builders  (or  some  party  named  by  Fraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.)  until  paid  for ;  John  Fra- 
ser &  Co.  would  have  no  hesitation  in 
making  the  transfer  whenever  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  may  deem  it  expedient. 

Had  ordered  Captain  Maffitt  to  Wilmington 
to  take  charge  of  the  Owl ;  she  would  be 
transferred  to  the  government. 

The  supply  of  arms  wUl  soon  be  exhausted ; 
Major  Huse  had  recently  purchased  17,000 
infantry  and 7,000  cavahy  arras;  very  soon 
the  "  whole  supply "  must  come  from 
abroad ;  let  funds  be  furnished  at  once,  so 
that  Major  Huse  might  order  50,000  ad- 
ditional arms  without  delay ;  Seddon  in- 
dorses that  funds  would  be  furnished  and 
instructions  sent. 

Draft  on  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  of  £77,319 
lis.  9d.  sterling  for  "pay  of  the  navy ;" 
for  "equipment  and  stores  of  vessels;"  for 
"  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores ;"  for  "  con- 
tingent enumerated ;"  for  "  support  of  ma- 
rine corps ; "  for  "medical  supplies  and  sur- 
geons' necessaries,"  and  for  "  construction 
of  submarine  batteries." 

Stag  and  Deer  would  soon  sail ;  Owl  was  be- 
ing armed  at  Wilmington ;  this  shoulcl  not 
be  done ;  would  be  contrary  to  the  contract ; 
besides,  the  navy  department  had  "  some 
line  ships  building  for  its  own  especial  ser- 
vice." 
November,  1863,  the  steam  sloop  Rappahan- 
nock, pierced  for  four  guns,  was  purchased 
by  the  agents  of  his  department  in  Great 
Britain ;  she  had  been  detained  in  a  French 
port,  whither  she  had  gone  for  repairs,  by 
what  he  culls  an  extraordinary  and  un- 
friendly order  of  the  French  government. 
Reasons  why  he  had  made  Liverpool  his 
headquarters ;  promises  faithfulness. 

Arrival  of  blockade-runners ;  at  that  time 
there  was  quite  40,000  tons  of  steain  coal 
in  the  hands  of  southern  agents  at  Ber- 
muda. 

As  the  British  government  was  determined 
to  regard  the  Stag  as  a  transport,  she 
would  be  placed  under  the  name  of  John 
Fraser  &  Co.  as  a  temporary  expedient 
only.  Inquiring  if  her  management  and 
expenses  will  be  assumed  by  the  navy  de- 
partment. 
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171 


171 


AND   THE   TREASURY    OP   THE   INSURGENTS. 


XXI 


Fronrwhom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Mr.    Mallory   to 
Mr.  Trenliolm. 
Richmond. 

Mr.    Mallory    to 
Mr.  Trenholm. 

Richmond. 


Mr.  Trenholm  to 
Eraser,  Tren- 
holm &  Co. 

Richmond 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Capt.    Boggs    to 
Got.  Walker. 
Barbadoes. 

Gov.   Walker   to 
Capt.  Boggs. 
Barbadoes. 

Capt.    Boggs    to 
Got.  Walker. 
Barbadoes. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Extract  from  the 
"Index." 
"English 
Thoughts  of 
America." 

London 


Extract  from  an 
examination  of 
Charles  K.  Pri- 
oleau,  one  of 
the  firm  of  Era- 
ser, Trenholm 
&  Co.,  made  in 


1864 
Dec.    19 


Dec.    19 


Dec.    24 


1865 
Jan.    27 


April  8 
April  8 
April     8 

April  22 
Aug.   15 

Aug.    12 


Receipt  of  aboTe  letter ;  the  object  of  transfer 
was  as  stated  by  him ;  of  course  the  ex- 
penses of  running  the  Stag  and  Owl  would 
be  borne  by  the  naTy  department. 

Laurel  had  been  transferred  to  the  treasury 
department,  but  was  still  to  remain  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Ramsay;  asking 
him  to  instruct  his  agent  to  arrange  with 
Commander  Bullock  for  her  cost. 

Laurel  was  about  to  sail  from  Charleston, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Ramsay, 
with  a  power  of  attorney  frojn  J.  Eraser 
&  Co.  to  sell  on  account  of  treasury  depart- 
ment, and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  settle- 
ments with  Captain  Bullock. 

If  the  English  government  really  desired  to 
stop  the  sailing  of  the  insurgent  cruisers,  it 
could  be  most  effectually  done  by  merely 
issuing  an  order  denying  all  these  Tcssels 
so  fitted  out  in  Great  Britain  hospitality  in 
their  ports. 

Asking  permission  to  remain  in  port  a  few 
days,  for  the  purpose  of  overhauling  the 
piston  and  feed-pump  of  the  engine  of  the 
United  States  steamer  Connecticut. 

He  could  not  give  him  permission  to  remain 
longer  than  twenty-four  hours,  without  "  a 
definite  assurance  of  your  inability  to  pro- 
ceed to  sea  at  the  expiration  of  that  time." 

As  "  an  American  ship  of  war  can  always  go 
to  sea  in  some  manner,"  he  cannot  give  the 
required  assurance  which  the  governor's  let- 
ter makes  necessary  to  a  longer  stay  in  port ; 
will  accordingly  sail  the  next  morning. 

Arrival  of  the  Tallahassee  with  confederate 
officers  on  board,  who,  with  quite  a  number 
of  sailors,  are  awaiting  orders. 

Copy  of  the  farewell  number  of  the  "  Index," 
insurgent  organ  at  London ;  an  article 
entitled  "English  Thoughts  of  America," 
describing  the  feelings  and  sentiments 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  during  the 
war  of  the  United  States  with'  tlie  in- 
surgents. 

"  The  vast  majority  of  educated  Englishmen, 
nine-tenths  of  the  nobility  and  landed 
gentry,  five-sixths  of  the  merchants,  man- 
ufacturers, lawyers,  clergymen,  and  others 
claiming  the  title  of  gentlemen,  sympa- 
thized entirely  with  the  southern  cause;" 
"  every  southern  victory  was  welcomed  as 
if  it  had  been  won  by  an  English  army ; 
every  southern  defeat  was  spoken  of  as  if  it 
had  been  a  national  reverse;"  "  no  English 
cruiser  ever  made  her  name  more  popular 
than  that  of  the  Alabama." 

Names  of  the  members  of  the  firm  of  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.;  they  did  act  as  fl.nancial 
agents  for  the  insurgents ;  James  D.  Bullock 
did  act  as  head  agent  in  England  for  the 
insurgent  navy  department;  for  about  a 
year  Bullock  had  a  room  in  his  office;  he 
saw  him  constantly ;  his  firm,  as  agents  of 
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INSURGENT   CRUISERS. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


June,  1868,  and 
May,  1869,  in 
the  case  of  the 
Mary,  other- 
wise the  Alex- 
andra, in  admi- 
ralty. 


1865 


the  insurgents,  did  honor  orders  made  upon 
them  by  Bullock,  as  agent  of  the  insur- 
gent navy  department,  for  the  payment 
of  officers  in  the  service  of  the  insurgents  ; 
his  firm  were  furnished  with  funds  by  the 
insurgent  government,  and  disbursed  them 
for  its  benefit,  rendering  an  account  to  it ; 
Mr.  Hamilton,  who  was  his  relative,  and 
who  lived  with  him,  had  assisted  Mr.  Bul- 
lock ;  he  (Prioleau)  knew  Fawcett,  Preston 
&  Co.;  he  introduced  Mr.  Bullock  to  them, 
who  gave  them  an  order  for  a  gun-boat, 
which  was  afterward  built  by  them,  and 
became  the  Florida. 


INSURGENT  CRUISERS. 
THE  SUMTER. 


112 


184 
186 


324 


Mr.     Adams     to 
.  Earl  Russell. 

London, 

Earl  Russell    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London, 
Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 
Washington 

Mr.   Sprague    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Gibraltar, 

Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 

Mr.     Adams,     to 
Earl  Russell. 

London. 


Earl  Russell    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London, 

Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Loudon. 
Mr.     Adams    to 
Earl  Russell. 

London. 


1861 
Sept.  30 

Oct. 

4 

Oct. 

29 

1852 
Jan.  25 

Dec. 

27 

Dec. 

31 

Dec. 

30 

1863 
Jan.  15 

Feb. 

13 

Feb. 

16 

Complaining  against  the  official  reception 
and  the  supplying  of  the  Sumter  at  Trini- 
dad with  coal  and  other  outfits,  during  her 
six  days'  stay. 

The  coaling,  &c.,  of  the  Sumter  at  Trinidad 
is  approved. 

Has  received  No.  58.  The  armament,  the 
spiTrious  commission,  and  the  depredations 
of  the  Sumter,  constitute  her  a  pirate. 

Correspondence  held  with  colonial  authori- 
rities  at  Gibraltar,  relative  to  arrival  and 
depredations  of  the  Sumter.  She  h^s  not 
coaled,  and  is  not  yet  ready  for  sea. 

M.  G.  Klingeuder,  of  Liverpool,  will  proba- 
bly purchase  the  Sumter  for  Fraser,  Tren- 
liolm  &.  Co. 

As  expected,  KHngender  has  purchased  the 
Sumter.  She  is  probably  as  much  confed- 
erate property  as  before  the  sale,  and 
should  be  captured. 

The  sale  of  the  Sumter  was  fraudulent ;  ask- 
ing Her  Majesty's  government  to  prevent 
any  damage  to  the  Uuited  States  ensuing 
therefrom,  or,  in  default  of  such  prevention, 
declining  to  recognize  the  validity  of  the 
sale  should  the  Sumter  be  overhauled  by 
Uuited  States  vessels. 

No  protection  will  be  afforded  the  Sumter 
outside  of  British  j  urisdiction ;  her  nominal 
owners  will  have  the  right  to  appeal  to  the 
prize  court,  where  she  may  be  adjudicated. 

Sumter  has  left  Gibraltar,  bound  westward. 
Impossible,  on  account  of  the  gale,  to 
notify  the  Chippewa. 

Bearing  of  Her  Majesty's  proclamation,  lim- 
iting the  stay  of  belligerent  vessels,  upon 
the  case  of  the  Sumter,  recently  brought 
to  Liverpool  for  repairs  after  having  un- 
dergone a  fictitious  sale. 


THE    SUMTEE. 
THE  SUMTEE— Continued. 


XXIIt 


Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool 
Earl  EusseU    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool 

Mr.    Adams     to 
Earl  Eussell. 

London. 

Extract,  of  Lou- 
don Star. 

Earl  Eussell    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Earl  Eussell. 

London. 

Earl    Eussell   to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Earl  Eussell. 

London . 

Earl   Eussell    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Earl  Eussell. 

London. 
Earl    Eussell   to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London. 
Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


1863 
Feb.    17 


Feb.    28 
Mar.     9 

Mar.      6 

Mar.    14 

Mar.    18 
April     4 

April    6 
April  20 


April  22 
May      8 

May  23 
May  30 
July      1 


Arrival  of  the  Sumter  at  Liverpool  for  repairs. 
In  view  of  her  fraudulent  sale  at  Gibraltar, 
has  suggested  to  Mr.  Adams  the  propriety 
of  a  protest  against  her  being  allowed  to 
refit. 

Sumter  is  being  repaired  at  Birkenhead  — . . 


Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  assume 
that  the  sale  of  the  Sumter  was  fraudu- 
lent, and  unless  that  fact  can  be  estab- 
lished, the  vessel  does  not  come  within 
the  proclamation. 

Sumter  has  finished  her  repairs ;  is  ready  to 
receive  an  armament ;  is  pro'Wsioned  for 
a  cruise ;  will  probably  go  out  again  as  a 
pirate. 

British  precedents  against  the  legality  of 
purchase  of  _  belligerent  vessels  by  neu- 
trals ;  protests  against  the  recognition  of 
the  validity  of  the  transfer  of  the  Sumter. 

The  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  has 
been  thoroughly  repaired,  and  is  ready 
for  sea. 

Newspaper  paragraph  calling  the  Sumter 
a  "  confederate  war  vessel ;"  says  that  that 
steamer  had  been  closely  watched  by  the 
authorities  at  Liverpool;  that  nothing  sus- 
picious had  yet  been  found  in  regard  to  her, 
but  that  the  authorities  would  continue 
their  vigilance. 

Gratification  at  the  information  contained  in 
Earl  Eussell's  note  of  the  4th,  and  the  spon- 
taneous manner  in  which  it  was  communi- 
cated. 

While  Great  Britain,  being  neutral,  cannot 
deny  her  .subjects  the  right  to  purchase  ves- 
sels of  war  from  a  belligerent,  she  has  never 
denied  the  right  of  the  other  belligerent  to 
disregard  such  transfer,  leaving  the  ques- 
tion to  be  decided  in  the  prize  court  where 
the  vessel,  if  captured,  is  taken  for  adjudi- 
cation. 

Eeasserts  his  former  position,  that  Great 
Britain,  as  a,  neutral,  was  recognizing  the 
validity  of  a  transaction  which,  as  a  bellig- 
erent, she  had  steadily  denied. 

Closing  the  corirespondence  in  reference  to 
the  validity  of  the  Sumter's  transfer,  by 
asserting  the  determination  of  Her  Majesty's 
government  to  abide  by  the  principles  of 
international  law  heretofore  maintained 
by  them  in  the  course  of  the  present  war. 

Sumter  is  being  fitted  out  for  warlike  pur- 
poses at  Liverpool. 

All  fittings  for  warlike  purposes  have  been 
removed  from  the  Sumter,  and  it  is  not  in- 
tended to  refit  her  as  a  vessel  of  war. 

Collector  refuses  to  clear  the  Sumter  with  the 
guns  on  board ;  threatens  to  seize  her  if  she 
attempts  to  sail  without  a  clearance.  From 
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INSUEGENT   CRUISERS. 
THE  NASHVILLE. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


103 


449 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 

Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

London. 


1863 


July 


July    10 


a  dlsousaioQ  ia  Parliament  last  night,  how- 
ever, it  seems  that  the  government  has 
given  in,  and  she  wiU  be  allowed  to  sail 
with  the  guns  on  board. 

Sumter  has  sailed  with  guns  and  cargo,  be- 
lieved to  be  for  Laird's  iron-clads.  She  has 
not  cleared,  but  will  probably  do  sb  next 
week. 

Sumter  has  sailed  with  large  cargo  of  can- 
non and  stores.  The  government  attempt- 
ed to  stop  her,  but  desisted  on  being  told 
that  the  guns  were  sent  as  freight.  No 
attention  has  been  paid  Mr.  Adams's  rep- 
resentations as  to  the  law  of  the  case.  The 
fovernment  which,  when  itself  belligerent, 
enied  a  neutral's  right  to  purchase  belli- 
gerent vessels,  has  permitted  its  own  sub- 
jects to  do  so  while  itself  neutral.  Of  course 
the  ship  cannot  be  reclaimed  if  captured  by 
United  States  vessels. 


THE  NASHVILLE. 


10 


13 


76 


Mr.  Wells  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Bermuda, 


Mr.  Wells  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Bermuda. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London. 


Mr.  Elliot  to  Mr. 
Hammond. 

London. 


1861 
Nov.      1 


Nov.      8 


Nov.    22 


Nov.    29 


Arrival  at  Bermuda  of  the  rebel  steamer  Nash- 
ville, from  Ch  arleston  for  Liverpool.  Inclos- 
ing copies  of  his  letters  to  the  governor,  pro- 
testing against  her  being  supplied  with 
coal,  and  the  governor's  answer,  stating 
that  she  had  been  refused  permission  to 
supply  herself  from  government  dock-yard. 
She  will  be  supplied  by  private  parties, 
notwithstanding  remonstrances,  but  can- 
not leave  within  six  days.  She  has  no  arm- 
ament. Will  endeavor  to  notify  United 
States  vessels. 

Assistance  given  by  British  authorities  at 
Bermuda  iu  supplying  the  Nashville  with 
coal,  and  unusual  courtesies  extended  to 
her  officers.  The  Nashville  left  on  the  5th 
inst.,  having  taken  on  five  hundred  tons, 
and  purchased  four  hundred  more,  to  be 
furnished  to  any  other  confederate  vessel 
which  might  arrive.  Steamer  Fiugal,  from 
Glasgow,  with  supplies,  has  left,  ostensibly 
for  Jamaica,  having  taken  a  Charleston 
pilot  from  the  Nashville. 

Has  heard  from  Consul  Britton  «f  the  Nash- 
ville's arrival  at  Southampton,  and  of  the 
capture  and  destruction  by  her  of  the 
American  ship  Harvey  Birch.  Has  seen 
Captain  Nelson,  of  the  latter  vessel,  and 
will  have  testimony  put  in  shape  for 
presentation  to  the  British  .government, 
with  an  application  for  its  intervention. 

Transmitting  a  report  of  the  governor  of 
Bermuda  relative  to  his  proceedings  on  the 
occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  Nashville ;  also 
a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  the 
same  governor,  instructing  him  that  the 
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From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Mr.  Hammond  to 
Mr.  EUiot. 

London 

Mr.  Allen  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Bermuda 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Bermuda. 
Mr.  Allen  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Bermuda. 
Mr.  Allen  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Bermuda. 


1861 

Nor. 

30 

1862 
Feb.  20 

Feb. 

20 

Feb. 

22 

Feb. 

25 

British  authorities  ought  not  to  take  any 
steps  adverse  to  merchant  vessels  of  the 
Confederate  States;  that  the  colonial  au- 
thorities are  not  at  liberty  to  interfere  with 
the  mere  supplying  of  arms  or  ammuni- 
tion, &c.,  to  private  ships  or  vessels,  and 
that,  with  .respect  to  the  supplying  in 
British  jurisdiction  of  articles  aneipitis  usus, 
(such,  for  instance,  as  coal,)  there  is  no 
ground  for  any  interference  whatever. 
Also  another  letter,  commending  him  for 
his  action  in  regard  to  the  Nashville. 
Earl  Eussell  concurs  in  the  proposed  dis- 
patch to  Governor  Ord,  approving  his  pro- 
ceedings in  refeirence  to  the  Nashville. 

Incloses  letter  from  Governor  Ord,  who,  hav- 
ing heard  that  vessels  laden  with  coal  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States  war  steamers 
had  arrived  at  Bermuda,  informs  him  that 
the  British  governnient  will  not  allow  the 
formation  of  a  coal  depot  at  Bermuda  for 
either  of  the  belligerents. 

Arrival,  for  coal,of  the  Nashville,  from  South- 
ampton. ,  Her  armament  is  unchanged.  She 
has  little,  if  any,  cargo. 

Nashville  is  getting  coals  from  a  British  ship 
at  Bermuda.  She  will  probably  go  directly 
home. 

Nashville  left  Bermuda  yesterday,  escorted 
by  a  British  man-of-war,  having  taken  on 
about  150  tons  of  coal  and  all  the  crew  of 
a  schooner  from  Newbern,  North  Carolina. 


THE  FLORIDA. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 

Mr.  S6ward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.  Davy  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Newcastle  -  upon- 

Tyne. 
Mr.    Dudley     to 

Mr.  Seward. 
Liverpool 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Liverpool 


1862 
Jan.  24 

Jan. 

27 

Jan. 

31 

Feb. 

4 

Feb. 

12 

Oreto  (Florida)  is  fitting  out,  and  is  reported 
to  be  for  the  Italian  government ;  she  is  for 
the  South. 

Launching  of  the  Bahama  by  the  same  par- 
ties who  built  the  blockade-runner  Ber- 
muda. 

Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  who  had  put  in  the 
machinery  of  the  Oreto,  had  just  shipped 
by  rail  for  London  munitions  of  war,  which 
indicated  that  some  vessel  was  fitting  out 
as  a  privateer;  is  possibly  the  Oreto 
going  to  some  out-port  to  receive  her 
arms. 

Gunboat  Oreto  is  taking  in  her  coal,  and  will 
probably  leave  before  the  end  of  the  week, 
without  her  armament ;  Italian  consul 
knows  nothing  of  her,  although  the  build- 
ers say  she  is  for  his  government.  She  is 
for  the  rebels. 

Oreto  is  still  fitting  out,  and  will  be  a  formi- 
dable craft ;  is  convinced  she  is  for  the 
rebels. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Liverpool, 

Mr.     Adams     to 
Earl  Russell. 

London. 


1863 
April  11 


1862. 
Feb.    18 


18 

19 
20 
22 

24 
25 


Earl    Russell  to     Feb.    19 
Mr.  Adams. 

London. 
Earl    Russell  to     Feb.    26 
Mr.  Adams. 

London. 
Report     of     the     Feb.    22 
c  ommissioners 
of  customs. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.    Dudlejr    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Sir.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.   Wilding    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.    Dudlej'    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.    Dudley    to  I  Mar 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Fell. 

19 

Feb. 

21 

Feb. 

22 

Feb. 

26 

Feb. 

27 

Mar. 

1 

William  C.Miller,  senior  member  of  firm  that 
built  the  Oreto,  is  chief  surveyor  of  ship- 
ping at  Liverpool. 

Transmits  Mr.  Dudley's  letter  of  17th  in- 
stant, which  letter  describes  the  Oreto ; 
she  is  being  built  for  Fawcett,  Preston  & 
Co.;  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  have  made 
advances  to  them;  upon  information  ob- 
tained from  many  different  sources,  he  is 
satisfied  that  she  is  intended  for  the  south- 
ern confederacy,  and  to  burn  and  destroy 
whatever  she  meets  with  bearing  the  Amer- 
ican flag ;  she  is  ready  to  take  her  arms  on 
board.  Mr.  Adams  states  that,  from  the 
names  of  the  persons  stated  to  be  concerned 
in  her  construction,  who  had  previously 
dispatched  the  Bermuda,  he  had  but  little 
doubt  that  the  intention  was  precisely 
that  indicated  in  Mr.  Dudley's  letter,  and 
offers  to  make  an  effort  to  procure  evidence 
in  a  more  formal  manner,  if  it  shall  be  held 
necessary,  to  secure  the  interposition  of  Her 
Majesty's  government. 

Receipt  of  note  of  18th ;  he  has  commn- 
nicated  with  the  xjroper  department. 

Transmits  reports  of  commissioners  of  cus- 
toms who  have  made  an  examination  in 
the  matter  of  the  Oreto. 

Oreto  is  being  built  for  Fawcett,  Preston  & 
Co.,  in  whose  hands  she  then  is,  and  is  in- 
tended for  the  use  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Broth- 
ers, of  Palermo ;  but  the  collector  at  Liver- 
pool believes  that  she  is  for  the  Italian  gov- 

-  ernment ;  in.st'ructions  have  been  given  to 
watch  her  movements ;  she  is  pierced  for 
four  (six  ?)  guns,  and  has  taken  on  board 
coal  and  ballast. 

Orctu  is  undoubtedly  for  the  insurgents ;  some 
of  the  southern  agents  had  admitted  it ;  her 
armament,  from  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.'s 
foundery,  was  being  put  on  board  in  pieces ; 
she  would  be  equal  to  the  Tuscarora  when 
completed,  and  had  made  final  trial  trip. 

Oreto  will  make  a  second  trial  trip  this  week, 
and  is  undoubtedly  intended  for  the  insur- 
gents. 

Oreto  will  make  a  trial  trip  on  Monday ; 
thinks  she  may  not  come  back ;  has  on 
board  coal  enough  to  cross  the  Atlantic. 

Oreto  not  yet  sailed ;  her  pilot  received  orders 
to  be  ready,  and  keep  her  departure  secret; 
the  guns  will  be  smuggled  on  board;  no 
doubt  that  she  is  intended  for  the  insur- 
gents. 

He  has  positive  evidence  that  the  Oreto  is  for 
the  South ;  she  has  taken  a  large  quantity 
of  provisions  on  board,  and  will  take  her 
arms  from  some  other  port  in  England. 

Oreto  has  taken  in  provisions,  and  is  enlisting 
as  many  southern  sailors  as  she  can — one 
hundred  and  thirty  men,  if  she  can  get 
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Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Se^vard. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.  Davy  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne. 
Mr.    Dudley    to 
Jlr.  Seward. 

Liverpool 


Mar. 


Mar. 


Mar.    11 


Mar.    12 


Mr.    Dudley    to  !  Mar.    15 
Jlr.  Seward.       I 
Liverpool. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 

Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

London. 


Mar.    19 


Mar.    23 


Mar.    -n 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Earl  Russell. 


Mar.    25 


theili ;  her  commander  is  expected  by  the 
West  India  boat ;  she  will  be  taken  outside 
as  an  English  ship,  and  transferred  to  the 
rebels ;  her  pilot  thinks  she  will  go  to  some 
other  port  for  her  armament,  and  then  start 
for  a  piratical  cruise ;  has  notified  United 
States  consuls. 

Oreto  had  registered  as  a  British  vessel,  regu- 
larly cleared  for  Palermo  and  Jamaica ;  she 
was  not  yet  armed ;  one  of  the  workmen  in 
the  yard  of  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  had 
said  her  guns  were  to  be  put  on  board  at 
Palermo;  another  had  said  at  Bahama ;  both 
stated  she  was  intended  for  the  confeder- 
ates ;  she  had  shipped  iifty-two  men ;  was 
watching  her ;  inclosing  a  copy  of  an  agree- 
ment between  crew  and  Captain  Duguid, 
which  shows  that  the  crew  were  to  be  paid 
by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co. 

Oreto  has  put  back  for  repairs;  the  Bahama 
is  being  loaded  with  munitions  of  war,  can- 
non, &c.,  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co. 

Bahama  is  nearly  loaded;  will  probably  sail 


The  Annie  Childs,  with  Captain  Bullock  on 
board,  has  arrived ;  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co. 
were  sending  large  amount  of  war  stores 
to  the  Bahama — twenty  tons  of  cannon ; 
Oreto  still  in  the  stream. 

Oreto  still  in  the  river  waiting  for  persons  or 
guns ;  the  cargo  of  the  Annie  Childs  was 
consigned  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. ;  Cap- 
tain Bullock,  who  came  over  in  the  Childs, 
had  money  to  purchase  or  charter  other 
steamers. 

Oreto  still  in  the  river;  the  Annie  Childs 
dipped  her  flag  to  her  in  coming  up  ;  her 
officers  were  entertained  on  board. 

Oreto  has  returned  to  the  river;  it  is  be- 
lieved she  will  go  to  Madeira  and  Nassau 
and  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  ;  part  of 
armament  has  been  placed  on  board. 

Inclosing  copy  of  his  note  to  Earl  Russell, 
(covering  Mr.  Dudley's  letter  relative  to 
the  Oreto;)  purpose  of  the  Oreto  to  make 
war  upon  the  United  States ;  deprecates  the 
policy  of  the  British  government  in  allow- 
ing the  insufficiency  of  municixaal  law  to 
deter  it  from  the  prevention  of  blockade- 
running  and  fitting  out  of  privateers,  as 
tending  to  produce  irritation  in  America, 
and  to  prolong  the  war,  to  the  detriment 
of  British  commercial  interests ;  Mr.  Adams 
has  not  much  confidence  in  the  success  of 
these  representations,  but  thinks  it  import- 
ant to  perpetuate  the  testimony  for  future 
use. 

Incloses  a  copy  of  Mr.  Dudley's  letter  of  22d 
ult.;  the  Oreto  is  still  in  the  river ;  the  crew 
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Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpoo] 
Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

London. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

London. 
JReport  of  board 
of  customs. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.  Adama  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London. 


Mr.   Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 
Mr.  AVhiting    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 
Mr.  Heyliger  to 
Mr.  Randolph. 
Nassau. 


Mr.  Whiting    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau, 
Mr.  Whiting    to 
Governor  Bay- 
ley. 

Nassau, 


Mar. 

26 

April 

3 

April 

11 

April 

6 

April 

16 

April  30 

April 

30 

May 

2 

May 

13 

May 

9 

of  the  Annie  Childs  had  told  him  that  that 
vessel  brought  over  four  or  more  persons 
who  were  to  be  officers  on  board  the  Oreto ; 
the  Annie  Childs  had  dipped  her  flag  to 
the  Oreto  ;  her  officers  had  dined  on  board ; 
Mr.  Adams  in  this  letter  states  that  he  is 
convinced  that  the  object  of  the  Oreto  is 
to  make  war  on  the  United  States  ;  goes  on 
to  state  that  nearly  all  of  the  assistance 
that  is  obtained  from  abroad  by  the  persons 
still  in  arms  against  the  Government  comes 
from  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  her 
dependencies,  and  that  Great  Britain  ought 
to  prevent  the  same. 
The  Oreto  had  sailed ;  the  pilot  said  she 
would  go  direct  to  Bermuda. 

Earl  Russell's  note,  stating  that  orders  have 
been  given  to  detain  the  Oreto  if  she  can 
be  proved  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  making 
war  on  the  United  States,  and  alleging 
that  the  English  law  is  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent violations  of  neutrality  if  proper  evi- 
dence can  be  procured. 

Earl  Russell's  note,  covering  reijort  of  cus- 
toms board. 

Oreto  had  been  registered  on  the  3d  March, 
in  the  name  of  John  A.  Thomas,  of  Liv- 
erpool ;  had  sailed  on  the  22d,  with  fifty- 
two  men,  all  British,  with  the  exception 
of  three  or  four;  had  no  guns  or  gun- 
powder on  board,  and  had  no  connection 
with  the  Annie  Childs;  (a  copy  of  her 
victualing  bill  is  also  inclosed.) 

Has  had  a  conference  with  Earl  Russell,  in 
which  he  deprecated  the  action  of  Her 
Majesty's  officers  in  ignoring  in  their  re- 
port the  notorious  and  avowed  destination 
of  the  Oreto. 

Arrival  of  Oreto  and  other  British  steamers. 


General  current  report  that  the  Oreto  is  an 
armed  privateer. 

Arrival  of  Oreto  at  Nassau ;  the  Bahama  is 
expected  every  moment  with  her  arma- 
ment ;  he  will  have  it  speedily  transferred. 
"  Yon  are  aware  that  she  is  a  gun-boat, 
but  as  all  the  information  concerning  her 
goes  by  this  conveyance  to  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  I  must  refer  you  to  that  de- 
partment." 

Correspondence  with  the  governor  relative  to 
the  fitting  out  of  the  Oreto. 

The  Oreto  has  arrived  from  Liverpool;  is 
believed  by  many  residents  to  be  preparing 
and  fitting  out  as  a  confederate  privateer 
to  prey  on  the  commerce  of  the  North; 
some  inquiry  should  be  made. 
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Mr.Nesbitt  to  Mr. 
WMting. 

Nassau. 

Capt.  Maffitt   to 
Mr.  Randolph. 

Nassau, 


Mr.  Mallory  to 
Mr.  Memmiu- 
ger. 

Richmond 

Mr.   Memminger 
to  Mr.  Mallory. 
Richmond 
Mr.    Mallory    to 
Mr.    Memmin- 
ger. 

Richmond. 

Mr.-  Dudley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.  Whiting    to 
Mr.  SevrSrd. 

Nassau. 


Mr.  Whiting  to 
Governor  Bay- 
ley. 

Nassau. 
Mr.  Jones  to  Mr. 
Whiting. 
Nassau  prison. 


Mr.    Nesbitt     to 
Mr.  Whiting. 

Nassau. 


Mr.  Neshitt  to 
C  ommander 
MoKiUop. 

Nassau, 
Mr.   Whiting   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau, 


1862 
May    13 


May    22 

May    26 

May    27 
May    27 

May    28 
June     4 


June     4 


June     4 


June     5 


June     5 


June     8 


The  governor  is  advised  that,  "  in  the  absence 
of  positive  evidence,  he  has  no  power  to  pro- 
ceed against  the  Oreto ;"  no  arms  have  been 
or  will  be  put  on  board. 

Arrival  of  confederate  gun-boat  Manassas, 
(Florida,)  consigned  to  him  by  Comniander 
J.  D.  Bullock ;  has  personally  assumed  com- 
mand of  her ;  hopes  to  have  her  ready  for 
service  soon. 

Fifty  thousand  dollars  in  coin  is  required  to 
fit  and  equip  the  Confederate  States  steamer 
Manassas,  (Florida,)  then  at  Nassau;  how 
may  the  amount  be  supplied  as  early  as 
possible. 

How.  he  can  furnish  the  $50,000  needed  to  fit 
out  the  Florida  at  Nassau. 

Requesting  him  to  send  to  Nassau,  through 
Messrs.  J.  Eraser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston,  a 
bill  of  exchange  in  favor  of  Lieutenant 
John  N.  Maffitt,  Confederate  States  navy, 
for  $50,000. 

Arrival  of  Oreto  at  Nassau ;  information  as  to 
Laird's  gun-boat. 

Jones  had  been  imprisoned  because  he,  with 
several  others,  had  refused  to  do  duty  on 
board  the  Oreto,  "  which  he  was  satisfied 
was  intended  for  a  rebel  privateer ;"  Jones 
had  petitioned  the  governor,  and  written 
him ;  correspondence  with  the  governor  in 
the  matter,  and  calling  attention  to  the  gen- 
eral sympathy  at  Nassau  for  the  insurgents. 

Copy  of  letter  of  Jones,  and  askiog  if  any 
inquiry  has  been  made  to  ascertain  the  true 
character  of  the  Oreto,  and  the  service  for 
which  she  was  intended. 

Is  of  the  ship  Oreto,  built  "  after  the  model 
of  the  English  navy  gun-boats,  with  mag- 
azines, shot-lockers,  ports,  and  bolts  for 
twenty  guns ; "  "  everything  is  rigged  and 
ready  for  mounting;"  "she  is  a  perfect 
man-of-war ;"  Bahama  and  two  other  ves- 
sels are  at  Cochran's  Landing  with  ammu- 
nition. 

Governor  has  directed  steps  to  be  taken  to 
ascertain  whether  the  Oreto  is  entitled  to 
the  ordinary  hospitality  of  the  port,  but 
that  nothing  in  the  letter  of  Jones  or  of 
Mr.  Whiting  warrants  him  in  taking  any 
measure  against  the  vessel. 

Order  of  the  governor  to  the  effect  that  the 
Oreto  should  take  in  her  cargo  within  the 
harbor  or  at  Cochran's  Landing,  under  cer- 
tain restrictions. 

Seizure  of  the  Oreto,  and  the  rumor,  from 
good,  unofficial  sources,  that  she  is  to  be 
at  once  released;  she  is  perfectly  pre- 
pared for  mounting  twenty  guns ;  no  sym- 
patliy  at  Nassau  for  the  United  States ;  the 
insurgents  will  lack  no  assistance. 
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From  wliom  and 
to  whom. 


Extract  from 
Nassau  Guard- 
ian. 
Mr.  Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 
Mr.   Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 
Mr.  Whiting   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau 


Mr.  Whiting   to 
Gov.  Bayley. 

Nassau, 


Mr.    Nesbitt    to 
Mr.  Whiting. 

Nassau. 

Com.  HicMey  to 
Gov.  Bailey. 

Nassau. 
Com.  Hickley  to 
Gov.  Bailey. 

Nassau. 


Notarial   protest 
of  Capt.Duguid. 
Nassau. 
Capt.  Duguid  to 
Com.  Hickley. 
Nassau. 
Com.  Hickley  to 
Capt.  Duguid. 
Nassau 

Gov.    Bayley    to 
Com.  Hickley. 
Nassau. 


Com.  Hickley  to 
Gov.  Bayley. 

Nassau. 


1862. 
June     7 


June  9 
June  11 
June   13 

June   12 

June   13 

June  13 
June  13 


June  15 
June  16 
June   16 

June   17 


June   17 


Seizure  of  the  Oreto,  "said  to  he  a  smart 
gun-boat,  equipped  with  every  requisite  for 
war  purposes." 

Arrival  of  Captain  Semnies 


Arrival  of  Captain  Semmes,  and  the  imme- 
diate release  of  the  Oreto. 

Correspondence  with  governor.  Oreto's  des- 
tination and  character  have  been  the 
theme  of  general  conversation  and  remark 
among  all  classes  of  the  citizens  of  Nassau 
for  weeks ;  Henry  Adderly  and  Lafiltte 
&  Co.  are  the  controlling  persons  in  the 
matter. 

Asking  a  report  of  the  proceedings  connected 
with  the  seizure  and  release  of  the  Oreto ; 
stating  facts  in  regard  to  the  Oreto ;  gov- 
ernment will  be  held  responsible  it  she  es- 
capes. 

Refusing  a  rejiort  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
case  of  the  Oreto.  The  Oreto  is  to  clear 
in  ballast,  and  that,  without  more  proof, 
"  out  of  his  power  to  interfere." 

Circumstances  under  which  he  made  an  ex- 
amination of  the  Oreto,  and  inclosing  his 
report. 

Official  report,  signed  by  Commander  Hick- 
ley and  eight  officers ;  the  crew  of  the  Oreto 
had  refused  to  get  up  anchor  unless  they 
were  satisfied  where  she  was  going ;  "  she 
is,  in  every  respect,  fitted  as  a  man-of-war ;" 
"  she  has  no  munitions  of  war  on  board ;" 
"  she  has  shell-rooms,  a  magazine,  &c., 
&c.,  her  accommodations  being  in  no  re- 
spect different  from  her  similar  class  in  the 
naval  service ;"  "her  captain  had  said  that, 
since  she  left  Liverpool,  no  alterations  or 
additions  had  been  made  whatever." 

Protesting  against  the  seizure  of  the  Oreto 
by  Commauder  Hickley. 

On  what  grounds  has  the  Oreto  been  seized  ? 
Notifying  him  that  the  owners  in  England 
will  hold  him  resp(msible. 

Circumstances  that  had  induced  him  to  detain 
the  Oreto  ;  "  that  her  character  should  be 
again  looked  into  previous  to  so  suspicious 
a  vessel  leaving  Nassau." 

He  and  the  attorney  general  were  each 
strongly  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  illegal 
and  impolitic  to  prevent  the  Oreto  from 
leaving  the  harbor,  hut  that  in  deference 
to  his  (Commander  Hickley's)  opinion,  he 
thought  it  best  to  submit  the  question  of 
her  condemnation  to  the  local  court  of  the 
vice-admiralty. 

Has  seized  the  Oreto  as  a  vessel  evidently 
equipped  aud  fitted  for  war  purposes,  in 
opposition  to  the  spirit  and  intention  of 
the  "  foreign  enlistment  act,"  and  to  sub- 
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No. 


46 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau 


Affidavit  of  Ed- 
ward Jones. 

Nassau 


1862 


June  18 


June   13 


Mr.   Whiting  to 
Com.  Hickley. 

Nassau. 


Mr.  Heyliger  to 
i      Mr.  Randolph. 
Nas-sau. 


Mr.  Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau, 


Mr.   Whiting   to 
Mr.  Ahbott. 

Nassau. 


June  24 


June  28 


340 


Mr.    Seward     to 

Mr.  Adams. 

Washington, 

Mr.    Mallory    :  o 

Com.  North. 

Richmond, 


July  6 

July  6 

Sept.  13 

July  12 


Subject. 


f^ 


mit  the  object  of  her  voyage  hither,  the 
intent  of  her  voyage  hence,  the  nature  of 
her'crew,  and  the  purpose  of  their  enlist- 
ment, to  the  judicial  investigation  of  the 
vice-admiralty  court  at  Nassau. 
Oreto  has  been  seized  a  second  time,  on  the 
complaint  of  Mr.  .Tones  and  the  crew,  who 
instituted  proceeding's  to  recover  the  wages 
due  them ;  she  was  "  soon  released  through 
the  active  agency  of  the  attorney  general ;" 
he  (Mr.  Whiting)  had  sent  Jones  to  make  a 
full  statement  to  Commander  Hickley,  and 
thereupon  she  had  been  again  seized..    In- 
closes copy  of  aflidavit  of  Mr.  Jones. 
Had  shipped  on  board  the  Oreto  at  Liverpool 
as  boatswain;   on  her  passage  to  Nassau 
"breeohings  and  gun-tackles  were   fitted 
and  everything  got  in  readiness  for  mount- 
ing guns  ;"  "  the  Oreto  is,  to  my  certain 
knowledge,  owned  by  the  so-called  Con- 
federate States  of  North  America ;  she  is 
intended  for  one  of   their  men-of-war  or 
armed  piivateers,  which  fact  I  stated  to 
Governor  Bayley  while  I  was  iu  prison  at 
Nassau." 
Thauking  him  for  his  action  in  causing  the 
detention    of     the    Oreto ;     astonishment 
that  the  colonial  government  should  have 
made  his   (Hickley's)  interference  neces- 
sary. 
Proceedings  instituted  for  release  of  the  Oreto 
are  completed ;   will  be  pushed    forward 
vigorously  ;  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  she 
will  be  released ;  the  captain  of  the  Grey- 
hound will  hesitate  to  take  an  appeal  to 
the  admiralty  court  in  England,  "  which, 
if  adversely  decided,  must  entail  on  him 
most  serious  injury,  both  jirofessional  and 
pecuniary." 
The  case  of  the  Oreto  had  been  bronght  lap, 
but  decision  was  reserved ;  a  strong  desire 
to  have  her  released  had  been  manifested; 
her  warlike  character  and  destination  were 
so  well  known  that  it  seemed  next  to  im- 
possible. 
Oreto  has  been. seized;  the  attornej^  "eneral 
is  bent  "  on  procuring  her  release  if  pos.si- 
ble;"  the  universal  feeling  bitter  against 
the  United  States ;    ten  steamers,  several 
ships  and  barks,  all  fully  laden  with  arms, 
&c.,  for  the  insurgents,  are  at  Nassau. 
Transmitting   a  copy  of   intercepted  letter 
from  Mr.  Mallory  to  Coiiimauder  North. 

He  had  been  assigned  to  the  Florida,  at 
Nassau,  instead  of  to  the  second  vessel, 
then  being  built  in  England;  hih  failure 
to  follow  her  ami  take  command,  as  he 
A^as  apprised  by  Captain  Bullock,  was  not 
understood ;  Bullock  was  nominated  by 
the  executive  for  his  position  in  the  navy 
under  existing  laws ;  North  ordered  to 
return. 


250 


251 


252 


252 


253 


253 


254 


254 
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From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


CI. 


Mr.  Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London, 
Earl  Russell    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London 


Report  to  the 
Lords  Commis- 
sioners. 

Liverpool. 
Report  of  Collec- 
,  tor  Edwards. 

Liverpool. 


Statement  of  Mr. 
Morgan,  sur- 
veyor. 

Statement  of  Mr. 
Lloyd,  exami- 
ning officer. 

Statement  of  Mr. 
Parry,  master 
pilot. 

Mr.  Heyliger  to 
Mr.  Randolph. 

Nassau. 
Com.  Gansevoort 
to  Mr.  Welles. 
Nassau. 


Mr.   Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 
I  Com.  Gansevoort 
1      to  Mr.  Welles. 
i    Hampton  Roads. 


Mr.   Whiting   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 


Date. 


1862 
July    15 

Sept.     5 

Aug.   29 

Aug..  25 
Aug.   23 


July    26 
July    28 


July    29 
Aug.     4 

Aug.      1 


Suhject. 


Trial  of  the  Oreto  up  to  date. 


Letter  of  Earl  Russell  touching  the  case  of 
the  Oreto  at  Nassau. 

Report  made  with  reference  to  a  suggestion 
he  had  made  that  "  a  competent  ofSoer 
should  be  sent  to  Nassau,  to  give  evidence 
as  to  what  occurred  at  Liverpool "  in  the 
case  of  tlie  Oreto. 

Reports  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the 
Oreto  up  to  the  time  of  her  sailing  from 
Liverpool. 

The  Oreto  left  unarmed,  and,  "while  here, 
she  had  in  no  way  violated  the  law," 
and,  "indeed,  it  is  stated,  though  I 
know  not  on  what  authority,  that  her  ar- 
mament was  .conveyed  in  another  vessel  to 
Nassau." 

No  warlilie  stores  went  on  board  the  Oreto, 
either  while  she  was  in  the  dock  or  in  the 
river. 

With  the  three  other  surveyors,  he  kept 
watch  of  the  Oreto  while  she  was  in  the 
river,  and  is  satisfied  that  no  arms  or  war- 
like munitions  were  taken  on  board. 

Was  on  board  the  Oreto  from  the  4th  to  the 
22d  of  March,  while  she  was  in  the  river ; 
"  there  were  no  munitions  of  war  in 
her." 

The  testimony  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto  has 
been  concluded.  The  decision  will  be  favor- 
able. 

Nearly  the  whole  population  is  "  in  open  and 
notorious  sympathy  "  with  the  insurgents ; 
"  all  the  harbor  regulations  have  been  mol- 
lified for  the  benefit  of  the  rebels,  while, 
for  any  of  our  vessels  that  come  here,  they 
are  strictly  enforced;"  "neutrality"  is 
the  word  for  us  ;  "  I  havfe  no  authority," 
the  reply  to  every  remonstrance  on. the  part 
of  our  consul ;  the  circumstances  attending 
the  seizure  of  the  Oreto  ;  "  the  purpose  for 
which  she  is  intended  is  known  to  every 
one,  high  and  low." 

Case  of  the  Oreto  is  still  undecided,  which, 
considering  the  evidence  against  her,  seems 
singular. 

Blockade-running  at  Nassau ;  "  the  ware- 
houses of  the  town,  and  very  many  pri- 
vate houses,  are  stored  to  the  full  with 
arms  and  munitions  of  war ; "  the  Oreto ; 
the  purpose  for  which  she  is  intended  is 
notorious  to  every  one. 

Mr.  Anderson,  the  attorney  general  of  the 
Bahamas,  in  a  recent  public  trial,  had  said, 
as  counsel  for  Mr.  A.  J.  Adderly,  that  the 
Union  "  was  a  myth,  a  Yankee  fiction  of 
the  past,  now  fully  exploded,"  and  that 
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From  ■whom  and 
to  ■svhom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Mr.   Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau 


Certified  copy  of 
testimony  ta- 
ken in  the  case 
of  the  seizure 
of  the  Oreto,at 
Nassau.  Testi- 
mony of  Cap- 
tain Hickley. 


Testimony 'of 
Lieuten  ant 
Caddale,  of  the 
Greyhound. 


Testimony  of  Mr. 
Stuart,  pilot  of 
Greyhound. 


Testimony  of 

in— A  c— VI 


1862 


Aug.     2 


July 


the  glory  of  the  star-spangled  banner  "  had 
quite  (le))arted." 

Oreto  had  been  released,  to  the  manifest  sur- 
prise of  those  present  in  court,  but  not 
much  to  his  own  astonishment;  was  satis- 
fied that  every  facility  would  be  aiforded  to 
the  insurgeuts. 

Circumstances  under  which  he  made  the  sev- 
eral seizures  of  the  Oreto ;  he  found  her 
"in  every  respect  fitted  as  a  war  vessel, 
precisely  the  same  as  vessels  of  a  similar 
■class  in  Her  Majesty's  navy,"  &c.,  &c. ;  he 
and  his  officers  so  reported,  in  writing,  to 
the  governor ;  "  the  opinions  of  the  governor 
and  the  law  ofScers  of  the  Crown  were  to  the 
effect  that  the  vessel  was  not  liable  to  seiz- 
ure ;"  "  the  Oreto,  as  she  now  stands,  could, 
in  my  professional  opinion,  that  is  to  say, 
with  her  crew,  gnus,  arras,  and  ammuni- 
tion, going  out  with  another  vessel  along- 
side of  her,  be  equijjped  in  twenty-four 
hours  for  battle ;"  he  "  suspected  that  the 
vessel  was  to  be  armed  outside."  "I 
could  not  overlook  this  vessel  going  along- 
side the  T.  L.Wragg,  (Nashville  ;)  I  could 
not  overlook  her  yards  being  secured  for 
hoisting  heavyweights  out;  I  could  not 
overlook  Captain  Semmes  and  two  of  his 
lieutenants  being  here,  and,  with  the  Oreto 
fitted  out  as  she  was,  I  could  not  but  take 
steps  to  prevent  so  gross  a  violation  of 
neutrality  in  Nassau  harbor  as  to  allow  her 
to  proceed  to  sea,  without  taking  steps  to 
prevent  her,  as  I  should  have  compromised 
my  convictions  as  a  public  oiificer  most 
entirely ;"  even  after  the  governor  and 
law  ofBcer  of  the  Crown,  on  two  occasions, 
had  given  tlieir  opinion  to  the  effect  that 
they  did  not. think  there  was  enough  evi- 
dence against  the  vessel  to  detain  lier,  he 
yet  considered  that  her  character,  and  the 
suspicions  cast  upon  her,  constituted  too 
grave  a  responsibility  for  him  to  allow 
her  to  go  to  .sea  without  being  tried;  it 
appears  that  he  contemplated  taking  her 
on  his  "own  responsibility  to  the  com- 
mander-in-cliief,  or  the conunodoie,"  unless 
governor  had  consented  to  her  trial. 

Had  ma(le  an  examination  of  the  Oreto  with 
Captain  Hickley  ;  various  particulars  of  her 
fittings;  she  "is  fitted  as  a  vessel  of  war, 
having  the  guns,  and  armament,  and  am- 
munition ;  "  judging  from  the  time  that  it 
took  to  arm  the  Greyhound,  tlie  Oreto 
could  be  fitted  witli  all  her  guns,  broadside 
and  pivot,  within  forty  eiglit  hours. 

Had  twice 'searched  the  Oret<i  thoroughly; 
particulars  of  examination;  "he.i-  fittings 
are  magazine,  and  shell-rooms  and  light- 
rooms,  and  are  fitted  as  a  vessel  of  war 
would  be,"  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Had,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Conmiander 
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From  ■whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Commander 
Hewitt  and 
other  officers 
of  Her  Maj- 
esty's steamer 
Riualdo. 
Testimony  of 
Charles  Ward, 
late  steward  of 
the  Oreto. 


Testimony  of 
William  Por- 
ter, mariner  on 
board  of  the 
Oreto. 

Testimony  of 
John  Quinn, 
(fireman.) 


Testimony  of 
Daniel  Har- 
vey, (fireman.) 

Testimony  of 
Wallcer  Irv- 
ing, (fireman.) 


Testimony  of 
Peter  Heinson, 
(sailor.) 


Testimony  of 
Thomas    J . 

Waters . 


Decision  of 
Judge  Lees, 
releasing  the 
Oreto. 

Nassau, 


1862 


Aug. 


Hickley,  made  an  examination  of  the  Oreto ; 
"found  that  the  fittings  now  on  board  of 
the  said  vessel  are  those  of  a  vessel  adapted 
for  war  purposes ;"  had  read  certain  parts 
of  the  affidavit  of  Captain  Hickley,  it  was 
true  in  its  description  of  the  Oreto. 

His  shipment  on  tlje  Oreto  at  Liverpool ;  a 
Mr.  Low  really  commanded  her  on  her 
voyage  to  Nassau  ;  various  facts  all  going 
to  show  that  she  was  intended  as  a  vessel 
of  war  for  the  insurgents;  he  heard  "the 
captaiu,  the  chief  engineer,  and  Mr.  Low 
say  that  she  was  inteuded  for  the  south- 
erners." Mr.  Jones  told  him  that  "he 
was  oifered  £100  if  he  would  clear  out  of 
the  way,  and  not  give  any  evidence  against 
the  Oreto." 

Shipped  ou  board  the  Oreto  at  Liverpool; 
describes  her  fittings ;  when  he  went  on 
board  he  took  her  for  a  gun-boat ;  what 
had  been  doue  at  Cochrane's  Landing, 
the  visit  of  Captain  Maffitt,  the  fitting  of 
the  gun-blocks,  &o.,  &c.,  &c. 

Shipped  ou  board  of  the  Oreto  on  the  3d  of 
March ;  her  voyage,  and  conversation  of 
Mr.  Low ;  the  galley  was  too  near  the 
magazine ;  while  at  Cochrane's  Lauding 
he  saw  the  men  strapping  and  painting 
blocks,  called  gun-tackle  blocks. 

Shipped  ou  board  the  Oreto  at  Liverpool  ou 
3d  of  March  ;  after  she  had  arrived  at  Nas- 
sau he  did  certain  blacksmith's  work  upon 
her,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Low. 

Shipped  in  the  Oreto  on  3d  of  March ;  she  was 
outfitted  like  steamships ;  he  had  seen  Mr. 
Lowe  on  board;  the  crew  were  fitting 
blocks  all  their  spare  time;  they  called 
them  gun-blocks";  he  saw  a  confederate 
flag  on  the  quarter-deck  while  on  the  voy- 
age to  Nassau — "the  very  same  sort  of 
flag  that  I  saw  flying  in  Liverpool,  and 
I  have  seen  many  flying  in  this  harbor." 

Shipped  on  the  Oreto  on  the  3d  March  ;  the 
Oreto  left  Liverpool  "  fitted  just  as  she  is  at 
the  present  time ; "  while  she  was  lying 
at  Cochrane's  Landing,  he  "had  orders 
from  the  chief  mate  to  get  the  gun-tackle 
blocks  strapped ; "  the  shell  was  put  on 
boa,rd  at  Nassau. 

Had  recently  left  Nassau  on  a  vessel  bound 
for  a  confederate  port,  in  couipauy  with 
Mr.  Low,  who  had  come  out  in  the  Orel  o  ; 
the  vessel  was  captured  and  taken  to  New 
York,  where  Mr.  Low  was  released. 

Giving  his  reasons  for  discharging  the  vessel. 
She  is  proved  to  have  violated  the  provi- 
sions of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  but  the 
ofteuse  was  committed  in  Liverpool,  and 
he  cannot  detain  her. 
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Mr.  Whiting    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau, 

Mr.  Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau, 


1862 
Aug.      9 


Aug.    12 


Mr.   Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 


Mr.   Whiting   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 
Mr.   Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau. 


Notarial  certifi- 
cate duly  certi- 
fied of  Peter 
Crawley,  Jas. 
Lockyer,  and 
Andrew  A. 
Hagan. 


Mr.  Whiting  to 
Gov.  Bayley. 

Nassau. 


Affidavit  of  E.  E 
M.  Solomons. 

Nassau. 


Aug.    16 


Aug.    18 


Sept.     6 


Sept.     4 


Sept.     8 


1869 
Jan.      9 


Arrival  of  United  States  steamer  Cuyler ; 
Oreto  still  there ;  "  a  person  landing  at 
Nassau  ignorant  of  facts  would  certainly 
think  that  this  was  England's  war." 

The  Oreto  was  released  "  against  the  most 
conclusive  evidence  as  to  her  warlike  char- 
acter and  intentions ; "  on  the  9th  the 
schooner  Prince  Alfred,  which  had  been 
purchased  by  Lafitte,  the  confederate  agent 
here,  left  this  port,  and  it  was  currently 
reported  and  generally  believed  that  she 
had  on  board  the  armament  of  the  Oreto, 
and  as  that  vessel  left  the  same  night, 
(Oreto  clearing  for  St.  John's,)  "  I  think  it 
probable. " 

"  The  Oreto  is  reported  to  have  gone  to  Green 
Cay,  about  fifty  miles  southwest  from  Provi- 
dence Island,  and  it  is  also  reported  that  the 
schooner  Prince  Alfred  has  gone  there  to  de- 
liver to  the  Oreto  her  piratical  armament." 

Judge  Lees'  decision :  "  I  have  labored  stren- 
uously to  effect  the  condemnation  of  this 
formidable  cruiser,  but  without  avail." 

Three  seamen  had  just  arrived,  reporting  that 
the  Oreto  and  Prince  Alfred  had  both  pro- 
ceeded to  Green  Cay,  where  the  Oreto  was 
armed  from  the  Prince  Alfred  with  "  six 
broadside  guns  of  heavy  caliber,  and  two 
swivels,  a,  bow  and  stern  chaser,  besides 
.  shell  and  ammunition. " 

On  ii  Saturday  night,  in  the  month  of  August 
just  past,  they  went  on  board  the  Oreto  with 
her  quartermaster,  named  Pearson,  who  told 
them  that  they  were,  going  to  work  all  night 
in  discharging  a  schooner's  cargo  into  the 
Oreto,  and  be  paid  at  8  o'clock  the  next 
day  ;  the  Oreto  was  attached  astern  of  Her 
Majesty's  Ship  Petrel  by  a  hawser,  and  in 
about  an  hour  got  under  way  and  overtook 
the  schooner  Prince  Alfred,  when  Captain 
Maffitt  of  the  Oreto  hailed  her.  Pie  asked, 
"What  schooner  is  that?"  and  the  reply 
was,  "  the  Prince  Alfred. "  Captain  Maffitt 
then  asked  the  captain  if  he  wanted  a  tow, 
and  he  said,  "  Yes."  A  hawser  was  sent 
aboard  from  the  Oreto  and  made  fast  to 
the  Prince  Alfred,  which  vessel  was  then 
towed  astern  to  Green  Cay,  one  of  the  said 
IBahania  Islands.  Particulars  of  the  arma- 
ment, (six  days,)  their  payment,  the  hoist- 
ing of  the  confederate  flag,  and  the  cheers. 

Had  good  authority  for  stating  that  the 
schooner  Prince  Alfred  had  taken  the  arm- 
ament of  the  Oreto  to  Green  Cay ;  having 
transferred  the  same,  she  had  returned  to 
Cochrane's  Anchorage ;  earnestly  urging 
him  to  institute  some  inquiries  into  the 
matter. 

Went  on  board  of  Oreto  at  Cochrane's  Anchor- 
age; again  after  she  came  into  Nassau  Har- 
bor, with  a  Mr.  Pollock,  the  latter  being  in 
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Wm.  Brown's  af- 
fidavit. 

Nassau. 


Affidavit  of  John 
Henry  McGre- 
gors. 

Nassau. 


Jan.    18 


Jan.    24 


the  employ  of  Lafitte  and  Heyliger,  Confed- 
erate States  agents ;  Pollock  told  him  that 
the   ship  wanted  sixty-four   men,  and  di- 
rected him  to  engage  all  he  could  ;  he  en- 
gaged seventeen  men ;  the  same  afternoon, 
at  the  request  of  engineer  of  the  Oreto, 
he  engaged  one  Cook  as  third  engineer; 
on  the  day  of  the  release  of  the  Oreto  by 
the  court,  Captain  Maffltt  directed  him  to 
engage    seventy  or  eighty  men  for    the 
Oreto ;  by  Friday  evening  he  had  shipped 
and  sent  on  board  sixty-five  men ;  fifteen 
of  these  men  refused  to  go  after  they  got 
on  board,  saying  that  the  Oreto  was  not 
intended  to  run  the  blockade ;  Messrs.  H. 
Adderly  &  Co.  afterward  paid  him  for  his 
services   in  shipping  these  men ;  Captain 
Maflitt  wanted  more  men,  and  Pearson  and 
Scott  went  on  shore  again  and  engaged  four- 
teen ;  most  of  the  men  enlisted  were  British 
subjects;  the  next  night,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  agent  of  the  Confederate  States, 
he  went  on   board  the   British   schooner 
Prince  Alfred,  to  pilot  her  out,  because  other 
pilots  had  refused  to  do  so  ;  after  a  signal 
was  given  by  the  first  lienteuaut  of  the 
Oreto  on  board  the  Prince  Alfred,  he  asked 
to    go   ashore ;    at  this  time  the  steam- 
ship  Oreto  was  fastened   by  a  hawser  to 
Her  Majesty.'s  ship  Petrel ;  afterward  the 
Oreto   rounded  to  and   came    toward  the 
Prince    Alfred,   and  the    captain   of   the 
Prince  Alfred  told  him  that    the   Oreto 
would  take  the  Prince  Alfred  in  tow  and 
go  to  Green  Cay;  it  was  a  bright  moon- 
light night ;  the  names  of  some  of  the  men 
shipped    by  him ;    remembers  -when    the 
Oreto  returned  to  Nassau  In  January,  1863, 
as  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Florida ; 
then  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Florida,  who 
had  been  chief  engineer  on  the  Oreto,  came 
to  his  office,  and  requested  that  eleven  men 
might  be  shipped  on   the  Florida;   they 
were  shipped   by  his  partner;  H.  Adderly 
&  Co.  ])aid  for  shipping  them. 
When  the  Oreto  was  at  Nassau,  he  assisted  in 
shipping  twenty-five  men  to  go  on  board 
of  her,  and  was  himself  solicited   by  one 
Pollock  to  go  as  boatswain  ;  this  took' place 
before  the  seizure  of  the  Oreto  by  Captain 
Hickley. 
When  the  Oreto  was  in  port,  in  1862,  he  was 
asked  by  one  Solomon  to  ship  upon  her ; 
there  were  uboat  ten  others  with  him;  he 
\s as  told  that  the  Oreto  \\as  bound  to  Mo- 
bile as  a  confederate  privateer  ;  they  signed 
articles   and  received  one  month's  pay  in 
advance;    in   all   about  twenty-two   men 
went  on  board  her  that  night  and  remained 
forty-eight  hours,  until  she  was  seized  by 
the  oflicer    from    Her    Majesty's    steamer 
Greyhound ;    meanwhile,    ten    or    twelve 
more  men  had  come  on  board  to  join  her. 
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Affidavit   of  Ar- 
tlinr  Bain. 

Nassau. 


1869 
Feb.      1 


Affidavit      of 
James  Jenkins. 

Nassau, 


Affidavit  of  John 
S.  Howell. 

Nassau. 


Affidavit  of  Adam 
Eomer. 

Nassau. 


Affidavit  of  Rob- 
ert Bassen. 

Nassau. 
Affidavit  of  An- 
thony McKin- 
ney. 

Nassau. 
Affidavit  of  Thos. 
B.  Lee. 

Nassau. 


Feb.    17 


Jan.     16 


Jan.  26 

May  28 

May  29 

Feb.  3 


When  the  Oreto  was  at  Nassau,  he  was  on 
board  of  her,  at  work  cleaning  her  engines, 
assorting  coal,  and  fitting  her  bunkers ; 
certnin  other  men  were  at  work  with 
him  ;  they  came  across  two  brass  cannons 
in  her  bunkers ;  under  orders,  they  arranged 
the  coal  so  as  completely  to  cover  them  ;  he 
was  invited  to  ship  on  her  as  fireman,  being- 
told  that  a  schooner  called  the  Prince  Al- 
fred was  to  take  ont  an  armament  and  pro- 
visions, and  meet  her  at  Green  Cay;  the 
prize  money  from  prizes  would  be  a  good 
deal ;  he  afterward  shipped,  but  did  not  go 
on  board  next  day,  as  he  was  directed,  for 
the  Oreto  was  seized  by  the  captain  of  Her 
Majesty's  steamer  Greyhound  ;  he  helped  to 
put  coal  on  board  the  Oreto,  to  beat  134  ham- 
mocks, saw  several  confederate  flags  there, 
and  Captain  Maffitt  on  board  several  times. 

When  the  Oreto  was  at  Nassau  in  1863,  he  was 
asked  to  get  men  to  ship  on  board  her;  he 
himself  shipped  as  2d  boatswain  and  Baha- 
ma pilot;  received  an  advance  of  $5.5 ;  he 
was  told  he  would  have  to  take  the  Oreto 
round  to  Green  Cay  to  take  in  some  cases. 
(Gives  the  names  "of  several  persons  who 
■went  on  board  with  him.)  The  Oreto  was 
to  have  sailed  on  a  certain  Sunday,  but  she 
was  seized  by  the  commander  of  Her  Majes- 
ty's steamer  Greyhound ;  afterward  he  was 
again  asked  to  join  the  Oreto,  but  refused  ; 
he  helped  afterward  to  load  the  schooner 
Prince  Alfred  with  small  arms  and  guns 
from  the  wharf  of  Mr.  Adderly  and  Mr. 
Harris ;  also  helped  to  coal  the  Oreto  when 
she  was  at  Nassau  as  the  Confederate  States 
steamer  Florida. 

Captain  Maffitt  and  Captain  Semmes  boarded 
at  his  hotel  during  part  of  the  time  the 
Oreto  was  at  Nassau  in  1862 ;  when  the 
Oreto  left  Nassau,  it  was  a  current  rumor 
there  that  Captain  Maffitt  had  left  in  com- 
mand of  her  to  go  to  Green  Cay,  and  that  a 
schooner,  called  the  Prince  Alfred,  wouldfol- 
low  her  there  with  an  armament  and  crew. 

He,  with  his  partners,  stevedores,  loaded  the 
schooner  Prince  Alfred  at  the  time  the 
steamer  which  had  been  in  the  harbor  of 
Nassau  was  outside  the  bar  ;  the  cargo  put 
on  board;  part  of  it  came  from  the  wharf 
of  Henry  Adderly  &  Co. ;  that  firm  paid 
them  for  putting  it  on  board. 

The  arming  of  the  Oreto  from  the  Prince  Al- 
fred at  Green  Cay,  and  her  commissioning. 


To  the  same  effect  as  above  . 


Cargo  put  on  board  the  Prince  Alfred ;  was  on 
board  her  when  she  left  the"  harbor ;  heard 
Captain  Maffitt  hail  her  after  she  got  over 


XXXVIII 


INSURGENT   CRUISERS. 
THE  FLORIDA— Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  •whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


86 


Certificate  of 
Gov.  Walker. 

Nassau. 

Various  certifi- 
cates of  Mr. 
Duniaresq,  re- 
ceiver general. 


Mr.   Kirkpatrick 
to  Mr.  Seward. 
Nassau. 


Extract  from  log 
hook  of  steam- 
er Florida. 

Blossom  Channel. 

Lieutenant  (af- 
terward Cap- 
tain) Maffitt  to 
first  auditor  at 
Richmond. 
C.  S.  S.  Florida, 

Mobile  Bay. 

Voucher    No.    1. 


Voucher  No.    2. 

Voucher  No.    3. 

Voucher  No.    4. 

Voucher  No.   5. 

Voucher  No.    6. 


1869 


May    28 


1865 
July    17 


1862 
Aug.    17 


Nov.    16 


the  bar ;  Oreto  then  took  her  in  tow ;  the 
carrying  by  the  Prince  Alfred,  to  Wilming- 
tou,  of  the  balance  of  the  cargo  that  was 
put  on  board  the  Oreto. 
That  John  D'a  Dumaresq  is  receiver  general 
and  treasurer  of  the  Bahama  Islands. 

No.  1.  Manifest  of  cargo  of  Oreto  from 
Liverpool.  No.  2.  Manifest  of  cargo  of 
Prince  Alfred  for  St.  John's,  N.  B.  Nos.  4 
to  H.  From  what  vessels  she  took  her  cargo. 
No.  9.  JIanifest  of  cargo  of  Bahama  for 
Liverpool.  No.  10.  Manifest  of  cargo  of 
Bahama  from  Hartlepool.  Memorandum 
of  arrival  and  sailiug  of  the  Bahama. 

The  arming  of  the  Oreto  from  the  Prince 
Alfred ;  Henry  Adderly  &  Co.  paid  for 
her ;  the  fitting  out  of  the  Florida  was 
notorious  at  Nassau,  "  evidently  winked  at 
Ijy  the  authorities ; ''  Henry  Adderly  was  or 
has  been  connected  with  the  government; 
"A.  J.  Adderly,  to  whom  the  Prince  Alfred 
was  sold,  is  a  member  of  assembly ;  George 
D.  Hanis,  the  leading  and  active  mind  of 
the  firm,  is  one  of  the  executive  council, 
thereby  controlling  by  their  wealth  and 
influence  every  branch  of  the  local  govern- 
ment here  in  the  executive  council,  where 
the  secrets  and  what  is  passing  are  well 
known." 

The  names  of  the  officers  of  the  Florida; 
the  day  she  parted  with  the  Prince  Alfred ; 
the  armament  put  on  board  her  from 
Prince  Alfred. 

Transmitting  his  accounts  as  acting  puyma.s- 
ter  of  tlic  Florida,  and  giving  reasons  for 
his  unusual  expenses  at  Nassau,  under 
these  instructions  from  the  secretary  of 
imvv  :  •■  Exeieise  a  sound  discretiou,  and 
do  not  hesitate  to  assume  responsibility." 

Extract  from  accounts  of  cash  received  and 

paid  out ;  received  abnut  $25,000  at  Nassau 

and  paid  out  about  $1,5,000 ;  duly  charged 

as  money  spent. 
Moneys  paid  at  sea  to  men  who  assisted  in 

transferring    ordnance    from    the    tender 

Prince  Alfred. 
Supplies   furnished   to    Confederate    States 

steamer  Florida,  ofi^  Nassau,  August  7th, 

8th,  and  9th. 
Money  paid  to   Lieutenants    Chapman  and 

Evans  on  accouut  of  their  pay  at  Nassau, 

July  28,  1862. 
Contingent   expenses  at  Nassau  during  the 

several  seizures  of  the  Florida,  (Oreto,)  viz: 

"  Boat-hire;  bribes  for  police  and  runners." 
The  passage  of  twenty  men  to   and  from 

Havana,  who  had  to  be  sent  back  to  Ha- 
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40 


Com.   Preble    to 
Mr.  Welles. 

Off  Mobile- 


Corn.  He-n-ite,  of 
Her  Majesty's 
ship  Rinaklo, 
to  Capt.  Pal- 
mer. 

New  Orleans, 

Mr.  Wbiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Nassau 


Sept.     4 


Extract  from  Ba- 
hama Herald. 

Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool 


Private  Journal. 


Nov.    27 


1863 
Jan.    26 


Affidavit  of  John 
Demereth. 

Nassau. 


Jan.    28 
Feb.    28 


Jan.    26 


1869 
April  21 


vana  in  order  to  prevent  the  Florida  being 
seized,  according  to  a  notification  from  the 
Spanish  authorities. 

Circumstances  under  which  "  a  three-masted 
screw-steamer,  bearing  an  English  red  en- 
sign and  pennant,  and  carrying  four  quar- 
ter-boats and  a  battery  of  six  or  eight 
broadside  guns  and  one  or  two  pivots,  and 
having  every  appearance  of  an  English 
man-of-war,  ran  the  blockade."  (This  ves- 
sel was  tbe  Florida.) 

Defending  Commodore  Preble  against  charge 
of  neglect  on  the  escape  of  the  Oreto,  and 
states,  that  "  had  I  met  the  Oreto  at  sea, 
armed,  and  having  a  pennant,  I  should 
have  taken  her  for  one  of  our  ships." 


The  Florida,  Captain  Mafifitt  commanding, 
had  entered  the  port  without  any  restric- 
tion ;  Maffitt,  from  his  previous  residence, 
was  well  aware  of  the  usual  restrictions  on 
belligerent  vessels  entering  Nassau  ;  gangs 
had  worked  all  night  taking  in  her  coal; 
twenty  of  her  men  had  left ;  others  were 
shiiiped  in  their  place  ;  she  had  now  sailed, 
"having  exceeded  her  time  of  lying  in  a 
neutral  port." 

Arrival  of  Oreto,  (Florida,)  her  stay,  and 
coaling. 

SUp  from  the  Liverpool  Journal  of  Com- 
merce, stating  that  the  steamer  Florida 
had  fitted  for  a  three-montlis'  cruise  at 
Nassau,  and  picked  up  ten  or  fifteen  re- 
cruits ;  secession  sympathizers  were  jubi- 
lant ;  Union  men  went  about  in  depressed 
mood. 

Extract  dated  January  26,  1863,  found  on 
board  confederate  steamer  Florida ;  the 
arrival  of  the  Florida  at  Nassau  on  that 
day  ;  she  there  took  on  board  coal  and  pro- 
visions to  last  several  months;  "indeed, 
this  seems  to  be  our  principal  port  of 
entry." 

Saw  guns  on  board  the  Oreto  (Florida)  when 
she  was  at  Cochrane's  Lauding,  in  1862 ;  saw 
oral  on  board  of  her  ;  he  was  in  charge  of 
the  party  of  workmen  who  were  engaged 
ill  coaling  the  Florida  in  January,  1863; 
"they  worke<l  throughout  one  day  and 
night  and  part  of  a  second  day;"  they 
"  tilled  lier  bunkers  with  coal,  and  placed 
some  on  deck,  and  in  every  place  that 
could  hold  it,"  not  less  than  180  tons; 
remembers  that  the  Prince  Alfred  took  on 
guns  at  the  wharves  of  Mr.  Adderly  and 
Mr.  Harris;  and,  at  the  return  of  the  Prince 
Alfred  to  Nassau,  it  was  comnionly  reported 
throughont  town  that  she  had  been  to  Green 
Cay  to  put  guns  on  board  the  Oreto. 
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Affi  davit  of 
Charles  Jack- 
son. 

Nassau. 


Cora.     Clary    to 
Mr.  Welles. 

Baliamas. 
Admiral   Wilkes 
to  Mr.  Welles. 
St.  Thomas. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
■  Mr.  Adams. 
Washington. 


Mr.    Trowbridge 
to  Mr.  Seward. 
Barbadoes. 


Mr.     Welles     to 

Mr.  Seward. 

Washington, 

Rear-Admiral 

Wilkes  to  Mr. 

Welles. 

Barbadoes. 


Rear-Admiral 
Wilkes  to  Gov- 
ernor Walker. 
Barbadoes. 


1869 
May    13 


1863 
Jan.    29 


Feb.    26 
Mar.    23 

Feb.    26 

April    6 
Mar.      7 


Mar.      6 


When  the  Florida  was  at  Nassau,  in  January, 
1863,  coal  was  taken  on  board  of  her ; 
when  she  left  she  was  deeply  laden  ;  when 
Captaiu  Maffitt  came  to  Nassau,  in  1865,  he 
nndertocilv  to  obtain  his  arrest,  but  failed, 
and  states  the  circumstances. 

The  Florida  was  coaling  at  Nassau;  he 
should  proceed  at  once  to  inform  Admiral 
Wilkes  of  her  movements. 

As  the  Florida  cannot  obtain  coal  at  the  En- 
glish Islands  for  some  20  days,  unless  by 
some  cliioauery  or  fraud,  she  may  be  taken 
oif  Martinique. 

Copy  of  letter  from  Mr.  Trowbridge  and  in- 
closure ;  the  Florida  h;id  captured  and 
sunk  two  American  vessels;  was  then 
afforded  shelter  and  supplies  by  the  British 
authorities  at  Barbadoes,  notwitlistanding 
the  protest  of  the  United  States  consul. 

The  Florida,  had  arrived,  in  want  of  coal  and 
provisions ;  his  letter  to  the  governor  ;  be 
bad  desired  that  neither  coals  uor  "any 
other  supplies  that  will  aid  her  iu  carrying 
on  her  illegal  pursuits"  should  be  fur- 
nished to  her,  and  that  she  be  ordered  to 
"  depart  from  this  port  at  once." 

Inclosing  letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Wilkes  .. 


Did  not  expe?-t  to  hear  that  the  Florida  was 
again  visiting  an  English  port  in  less  than 
thirty  days  after  having  coaled  at  Nassau, 
yet,  hearing  that  she  hail  been  there,  he  had 
gone  and  found  that  the  report  was  true  ; 
his  interview  with  the  governor ;  his  corres- 
pondence with  him;  "there  evidently  has 
been  a  connivance  between  the  governor  of 
Nassau  and  the  governor  of  this  island,  by 
letter  or  dispatch,  brought  by  Maffitt  him- 
self, and  which  admitted  him  to  coal," 
&.C.,  &c.,  in  direct  violation  of  Her  Maj- 
esty's proclamation  and  rules.  "  That  since 
I  have  been  iu  command  of  this  squadron, 
not  a  single  pound  of  coal  has  been  taken 
from  a  British  port,  nor  have  any  of  the 
vessels  been  permitted  to  enter  or  anchor 
off  their  ports." 

The  governor  "  must  have  received  notice,  if 
not  officially,  at  least  through  the  public 
prints,"  that  the  Florida  had  obtained  a 
full  supply  (160  tons)  but  thirty  days 
since  at  Nassau,  and  requesting  "  the  op- 
portunity of  laying  before  my  Government 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  Flor- 
ida was  permitted  to  take  in  a  supply 
of  coal  and  provisions  to  coutinue  her 
cruise  and  operations,  after  having  so  re- 
cently coaled  and  provisioned  at  Nassau." 
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Go  vem  or  Walker 
to  Rear-Admi- 
ral  Wilkes. 

Barbadoes. 


1863 
Mar.      7 


Mr.    Robeson    to 
Mr.  Fish. 

Washiuuton 


Mr.  Maffitt  (?i  to 
Mr.  Bullock. 
Florida,  at  sea. 


Mr.  Adamson  to 
Mr.  Seward. 
Pernambuco. 


Mr.    Hylaiid     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Bermuda 


Mr.    Hylaud    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Bermuda 
32  I  Mr.    Jackson    to 
Mr.  Seward. 
;  Halifax,  N.  S. 


Capt.  Maffitt  to 
Capt.  Bullock. 
Brest. 
[  Mr.  Seuac  to  Mr. 
Taylor. 

Paris. 

Capt.  Maffitt   to 
Capt.  Barney. 
Liverpool.  (?) 


Fraser,  Trenholm 
&  Co.  to  Capt. 
Barney. 

Liverpool 


1871 
Aug.    30 


1863 
April  25 

May 

27 

July 

21 

July 

27 

July    31 


Sept. 

3 

Sept. 

Irt 

Sept. 

20 

Sept. 

22 

Even  if  time  permitted,  "I  doubt  very  much 
whether  it  would  be  desirable  to  enter 
into  correspondence  with  your  excellency 
upon  the  points  adverted  to  in  your  com- 
munication, beyond  repeating  the  assur- 
ance of  my  desire'.to  carry  out  most  faith- 
fully my  instructions,"  &c.;  he  had  done 
no  more  in  tlie  case  of  the  Florida  than 
he  had  sanctioned  in  the  United  States 
steamer  San  Jacinto. 

The  niovcmenls  of  the  United  States  steamer 
San  Jarinti)  from  October,  1862,  until  her 
arrival  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  in  the 
month  of  February,  1863 ;  at  Barbadoes,  in 
November,  lS'&,i,  slie  had  received  75  tons 
of  coal,  repaired  a  boat-davit,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  §15,  remaining'  fifty-four  hours. 

That  "you  may  know  of  and  about  us,  and 
so  report  to  tiie  department."  The  vessels 
.she  liad  burned;  six  million  dollars  will 
not  make  good  the  devastation  this  steamer 
has  connnitted.  "It  is  seventy  days  since 
we  have  seen  the  land."  (She  had  coaled 
at  Barbadoes  on  February  24tli.) 

Arrival  of  the  Florida,  and  the  landing  by 
her  of  tlui  cre^-s'  of  the  brig  Clarence; 
after  her  capture,  "a  prize  crew  of  twenty 
men,  -with  one  brass  swivel-gun  and  sundry 
small  aims,  were  placed  on  board  the  Clar- 
ence, and  she  was  sent  off  to  cruise  as  a 
]>rivateer."  | 

Arri\al  of  Florida  on  16th  instant;  she  was 
saluted  by  a  liattery  on  shore;  "is  under- 
going ri'|)"iiirs  to  hull  and  machinery,  and 
is  in  want  ot  coal." 

Sailing  of  Florida  on  25th  instant,  after  having 
been  corked  and  repaired,  and  after  taking 
on  board  a  full  supply  of  best  Cardiff  coal. 

Copy  of  Bermuda  Royal  Gazette,  containing 
an  account  of  the  reception  of  the  Florida 
at  Bermuda,  of  her  repairs  and  coaling  at 
that  port,  (extracts  of  which  are  printed 
with  the  consurs  dispatch. 

Requesting  him  to  provide  situations  for  men 
discharged  from  the  Florida. 

Memorandum  of  money  advanced  to  men  of 
the  Florida  who  were  attached  to  the  Lap- 
wing, from  which  it  appears  that  the  money 
was  furnished  by  Jones  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool. 

The  plans  he  had  for  sailing  the  Florida ;  giv- 
ing liim  directions  where  it  would  be  well 
for  him  to  cruise,  and  different  porta  (ten 
British)  where  he  could  obtain  coal,  assur- 
ing him  that  the  harvest  had  not  yet  been 
gathered. 

Spare  machinery  for  the  Florida  had  been  sent 
to  Havre  byFawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  sub- 
ject to  an  order  from  Captain  Bullock  ;  as 
soon  as  Captain  Bullock  arrives,  engineers. 
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Eraser,  Trenholm 
&  Co.  to  Mr. 
Taylor. 

Liverpool. 

Mr.  Morse  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London. 
Mr.  Morse  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London. 


Eraser,  Trenholm 
&  Co.  to  Mr. 
Taylor. 

Liverpool. 
Eraser,  Trenholm 
&  Co.  to  Mr. 
Taylor. 

Liverpool 


Eraser,  Tren- 
holm &  Co.  to 
Mr.  Taylor. 

Liverpool, 
Captain    Barney 
to      Captain 
Morris. 

Paris. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr. 
Seward . 

Bermuda. 

Governor  Miinro 
to  Connuander 
Morris. 

St.  George's, 

Voucher     No.     1. 
St.  George's, 
Voucher  No.    2... 
VdueherNo.    '.i... 
Voucher  No. 
Voucher  No. 
Voucher  No. 
Voucher  No. 
Voucher  No. 
Voucher  No. 
Voucher  No.  10. . 
Voucher  No.  IX.. 
Voucher  No.  12. . 
Voucher  No.  13.. 
Mr.  Allen  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Bermuda 


1863 


Oct.     13 


1864 
Jan. 


Jan.     21 


1863 
Nov.     7 


Nov.    17 


1864 
Jan 


Feb. 


18 


May 
June 
June 
July 
June 
June 


June 

June 
June 
June 


June 
June 
June 
Deo. 


14 

20 

:w 
13 
20 
21 


25 

27 


firemen,  and  machinery  would  be  sent  to 
Captain  Barney  for  the  Florida, 
nad  followed  instructions  in  regard  to  pay- 
ments to  be  made  on  account  of  the  Florida. 


A  full  crew  has  been  sent  to  Brest  for  the 
Florida. 

The  Florida  had  received  at  Havre  armament 
sent  from  Liverpool ;  two  steel  British  guns 
and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  had 
been  sent  from  England  to  the  Florida  at 
Brest. 

The  whole  cjf  the  funds  of  the  navy  depart- 
ment in  their  hands  had  been  specially 
appropriated  by  a  letter  from  Hon.  S.  R. 
Malloiy. 

All  the  funds  previously  at  the  credit  of  the 
navy  department  have,  by  subsequent  in- 
structions from  the  Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory,  been 
transferred  to  the  order  of  Captain  J.  D. 
Bullock. 

Receipt  of  an  allotment  ticket  and  of  instruc- 
tions relative  to  forwarding  letters. 


"Jones  &  Co.,  of  Livcri)Ool,  act  as  attorneys 
for  the  men  of  the  other  shijis,  and  pay  the 
inoiiey  to  their  friends  in  any  part  of  Great 
Britain,  and  will  do  the  same  service  for 
the  Floiida,"  giving  directions  with  refer- 
ence to  t!ie  same. 
For  two  mouths  the  Florida  really  made  Ber- 
muda the  base  of  lier  operations,  and  was 
in  port  ]iine  days  being  repaired  and  re- 
ceiving a  full  supply  of  coal. 
The  Florida  was  allowed  to  make  repairs 
which  were  not  necessary ;  on  a  report  that 
her  repairs  could  be  nuide  in  three  days, 
she  was  allowed  to  stay  five  days.  (She  did 
stay  nine  days.) 
Captain  Morris  received  £8,2,S7  10s.  by  the 
sale  of  a  draft  on  J.  D.  Bullock. 

For  piloting,  £4  19s.  8(? , 

For  coal,  (13.5  tons,)  £40.j 

For  labor,  coaling  ship,  £26  9s.  6d , 

F<u'  rcjiairs,  £30 , 

For  repairs,  £30  9s.  bd 

For  supplies,  £37  7s.  ."Sd , 

For  supplies,  £117  2s.  lid 

For  snpiilies.  £187  lis , 

For  jn-o visions,  £56  138.  8d 

For  supplies,  £103  5«.  3fL , 

For  medical  stores,  £5  15s.  Sd i 

For  scales,  £2  13s 

Further  information  in  regard  to  the  visit  and 
stay  of  the  Florida  in  Bermuda  in  June, 
1864. 


THE    ALABAMA. 
THE  FLORIDA— Continued. 


XLHI 


No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Sulyject. 

6 
Hi 

1864 

150 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 
Washington. 

July    29 

Transmits  copies  of  letter  from  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  and  dispatch  from  Consul  Allen, 
relative  to  the  Bermuda  Islands  being  made 
a  base  for  the  Florida's   operations,  and 
alleged  partiality  shown  rebel  cruisers  by 
British  colonial  authorities.    Mr.  Adams  is 
instructed  to  address  a  remonstrance  to  the 
British  government. 

366 

Mr.     Adams     to 

Aug.    19 

His  remonstrance,  inclosing  and  based  upon 

366 

Earl  Russell. 

papers  received  in  reference  to  operations 

London. 

of  the  Florida  near  Bermuda,  and  partiality 
shown  her  by  the  colonial  authorities. 

Earl   Russell    to 

Sept.     5 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  received  re- 

368 

Mr.  Adams. 

ports  of,  and  approve  conduct  of,  the  au- 

London. 

thorities   at  Bermuda  in  relation  to  the 
Florida. 

263 

Mr.  Morse  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London. 

Dec.    23 

Affidavit  and  a  ticket  showing  that  such  por- 
tion of  the  crew  of  the  Florida  as  were  not 
captured  came  to  London,  and,  after  being 
granted  leave  of  absence  for  ten  days,  were 
ordered  to  report  on  board  the  Rappahan- 
nock. 

368 

433 

Mr.     Dudley    to 
.   Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 

1865 
Mar.      1 

1864 

Arrival  of  Florida's  crew,with  an  order  to  re- 
port on  board  Rappahannock. 

370 

Lieutenant  Read 

Oct.     19 

Cruise  of  the  prize  brig  Clarence,  a  tender 

370 

to  Mr.  Mallory. 

to  the  Florida,  the  capture  of  the  Tacouy, 

Richmond. 

the  transfer  to  her  of  tlie  armament  of  the 
Clarence,  and  tlie  cruise  of  the  Tacony. 

THE  ALABAMA. 


Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Livei-pool. 

Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London. 


1862 
April    4 


May    16 


June  18 


June  26 


The  Lairds  are  building  a  steam  gun-boat  the 
exact  model  of  the  Oreto,  which  he  has 
reason  to  believe  is  for  the  confederate 
government. 

The  gun-boat  building  by  Laird  &  Co.,  at 
Birkenhead,  was  launched  on  the  15th. 
Shu  is  liuilt  in  the  strongest  and  best  possi- 
ble manner;  the  workmen  say  she  is  for 
the  rebels,  tlie  sister  of  the  Oreto. 

The  gun-boat  building  by  Laird  &  Co.  will 
soon  be  completed  ;  has  made  a  trial  trip, 
on  which  the  guests  were  principally  rebel 
sympathizers ;  a  very  superior  boat ;  will 
be  ready  for  her  armament  in  two  weeks  ; 
her  guns,  when  mounted,  can  be  used  on 
both  sides. 

Has  representeil  the  case  of  the  vessel  build- 
ing liy  Laird  &  Co.  to  the  government, 
but,  from  previous  ill-success  in  the  case  of 
the  Oreto,  has  little  hope  of  a  favorable 
result,  though  the  record  would  hardly 
seem  to  be  complete  without  inserting  it. 
Has  rccinested  Captain  Craven,  of  the  Tus- 
carora,  to  come  to  Southampton  for  orders. 
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Mr.     Adams     to 
Earl  Russell. 

London 


86 


87 


Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Liverpool. 


Earl  Russell    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Loudon, 
Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool, 


Mr.  Edwards  to 
the  couimis- 
slouers  of  cus- 
toms. 

Liverpool, 


1862 
June  23 


June  21 


Mr.   Wilding    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool, 


Earl  Russell  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London. 

Report  of  com- 
missioner of 
customs. 


June  25 


June  27 


June  28 


July      5 

July      4 
July      1 


Remiuding  hira  of  his  representations  in  re- 
gard to  the  Oreto  ;  has  the  strongest  reason 
for  believing  that  that  vessel  went  directly 
to  Nassau,  and  is  there  engaged  in  complet- 
ing her  armament,  &c.  A  still  more  power- 
ful war  steamer  is  nearly  ready  to  depart 
on  the  same  errand ;  the  parties  engaged 
in  the  enterprise  are  persons  well  knowu 
to  be  agents  and  officers  of  the  insurgents, 
as  was  shown  by  a  certain  intercepted  let- 
ter inclosing  a  letter  of  Mr.  Dudley,  in 
confirmation  of  his  own  statements,  solicit- 
ing "  such  action  as  may  tend  either  to  stop 
the,  projected  expedition,  or  to  establish  the 
fact  that  its  purpose  is  not  inimical  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States." 

Has  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  the  gun- 
boat being  built  by  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.  is 
intended  for  the  insurgents ;  two  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Sumter,  the  foreman  in  Lairds' 
yard,  tlm  captain  and  officer,-!  of  the  Julia 
Usher,  all  so  state ;  she  is  strictly  watched, 
is  nearly  completed,  and  will  be  a  formida- 
ble \e,^sel. 

Has  referred  note  of  23d  instant  to  the  proper 
department. 

Satisfied  that  Lairds'  gun-boat  is  fitting  out 
as  a  rebel  cruiser;  has  made  statement  by 
letter  to  Mr.  Adams  to  that  effect.  She 
may  sail  next  week.  Captain  Bullock  will 
command  her.  She  will  proliably  com- 
mence her  cruise  immediately  on  leaving 
port. 

Transmitting  a  copy  of  Surveyor  Morgan's 
report  in  regard  to  the  "290;"  the  officers 
have  !it  all  times  free  access  to  the  "  290  ;" 
it  is  most  apparent  to  all  that  she  is  in- 
tended for  a  ship-of-war ;  Mr.  Dudley's  des- 
cription of  her  is  generally  correct ;  she  has 
several  powder  canisters  on  board,  neither 
guns  nor  carriages  as  yet ;  the  Messrs.  Lairds 
do  not  deny  that  she  has  been  built  for  a  for- 
eign government,  as  is  currently  reported, 
but  are  not  disposed  to  reply  to  any  ques- 
tion with  reference  to  her  future  destina- 
tion. 

Description  of  Lairds'  gun-boat ;  Captain 
Bullock's  authority  already  recognized  on 
board.  Crew  already  engaged,  but  not 
regularly  shipped;  are  only  to  come  on 
board  when  she  sails.  The  Rosalind  is  at 
Liverpool,  with  an  armament  on  board 
suitable  for  the  gun-boat. 

InclosHig  a  report  of  commissioner  of  cus- 
toms, and  suggesting  that  the  consul  should 
submit  to  the  collector  such  evidence  as  he 
has  against  the  "  No.  290." 

The  fitting  out  of  the  "  290"  had  not  escaped 
the  notice  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue, 
who  have  at  all  times  had  access  to  the 
yard;   no  special  report  was  as  yet   de- 
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184 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Earl  Enssell. 

London 
Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Wilding. 

London. 

Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

London. 
Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Edwards. 
Liverpool 


Mr.  Edwards  to 
Mr.  Dudley. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.  Edwards  to 
commissioner 
of  ctistoms. 
Liverpool. 


1862 


July  7 

July  7 

July  9 

July  9 


July      9 


July    10 


July    10 


manded ;  apparently  slie  is  intended  for  a 
ship-of-war ;  the  Messrs.  Lairds  are  not  dis- 
posed to  state  lier  destination  ;  at  present 
there  is  not  sufficient  ground  to  warrant 
her  detention,  or  any  interference  on  the 
part  of  tliis  department;  the  United  States 
consul  should  submit  such  evidence  as  he 
possesses  to  the  collector  of  the  port,  for 
without  the  production  of  full  and  suffi- 
cient evidence  the  seizing  officers  might 
entail  on  themselves  and  on  the  govern- 
ment very  serious  consequences ;  mean- 
while a  strict  watch  will  be  kept. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  note  of  4th,  promis- 
ing to  instruct  United  States  consul  to  re- 
mit evidence  to  the  collector  of  customs. 

Instructing  him  to  furnish  evidence  to  col- 
lector, and  a  duplicate  copy  to  himself, 
"for  possible  use  in  another  way  at  this 
point." 

Inclosing  correspondence  with  Earl  Eussell, 
and  reporting  bis  action. 

Shall  -communicate  to  the  collector  all  the 
facts  tliat  be  can  without  violating  confi- 
dence ;  the  burden  of  proof  ought  not  to  he 
thrown  upon  the  United  States,  for  in  such 
a  community  as  Liverpool  it  is  very  difficult 
at  any  time  to  get  information  upon  these 
matters  ;  the  government  ought  to  inves- 
tigate the  matter,  or  call  upon  the  Messrs. 
Lairds  to  show  for  whom  they  are  build- 
ing her. 

In  November  last  his  suspicions  had  been 
aroused  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto  and  the 
"290;"  subsequent  events  had  j)roved  his 
suspicions  in  regard  to  the  Oreto  to  have 
been  wtll  founded ;  his  information  in  re- 
gaidto  the  "No. 290"  satisfies  him  beyond 
a  doubt  that  she  is  intended  for  the  same 
purj)0sc;  states  various  particular  facts  to 
show  that  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  and 
Captain  Bullock  are  connected  with  the 
vessel ;  offers  to  attend  whenever  the  col- 
lector desires  auy  personal  explanation  or 
information. 

Promising  to  submit  letter  of  9th  instant  to 
the  board  of  customs;  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  statement  made  therein  "is 
not  such  as  could  be  acted  upon  by  the 
officers  of  this  revenue  unless  legally  sub- 
stantiated by  evidence." 

Transmitting  Mr.  Dudley's  letter  of  9th 
instant,  and  Surveyor  Morgan's  report,  to 
the  effect  that  no  change  had  taken  place 
oil  the  "  No.  290  "  in  regard  to  her  arma- 
ment. The  collector  adds  :  "The  builders 
and  parties  interested  are  not  likely  to 
commit  themselves  by  any  act  which  would 
subject  tliem  to  the  penal  provisions  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act." 
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Surveyor's       re- 
port. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 

Opinion  of  E.  P. 
Collier. 

Winchester. 


Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

London 


Depositions  siib- 
mitted  to  Col- 
lector  Ed- 
wards. No.  1. 
Mr.  Dudley. 

No.  2.  Mattkew 
Maguire. 


No.  3.  Allen  Stan- 
ly Clare. 

No.  4.  John  De 
Costa. 


1862 
July    10 

July    11 


July 
July 


11 


12 


July    16 


July    18 


July    22 


July    21 


July    21 


July 
July 


21 


21 


The  "No.  290"  has  no  guns  or  carriages  on 
hoard. 

Incloses  copy  of  collector's  letter  of  the  10th 
instant,  which  puts  the  onus  "  upon  us  to 
prove  and  establish  by  legal  evidence  that 
this  vessel  is  intended  as  a  privateer;" 
their  neutrality  is  a  mere  pretense ;  the 
United  States  cannot  expect  auylhing  like 
impartiality  and  fairness  at  their  hands ; 
"if  there  was  auy  disposition  to  do  I'ight 
and  act  honestly,"  they  would  call  up  "  the 
parties  who  are  fitting  out  the  vessel,  tell 
them  what  the  charge  is,  and  require  them 
to  state  for  whom  and  for  what  purpose 
she  is  being  built." 

Inclosing  copy  of  his  recent  letter  to  the  col- 
lector ;  other  information  to  show  Bullock's 
connection  with  the  "  No.  290." 

Captain  Bullock,  who  is  acting  as  captain  of 
the  "No.  290,"  is  a  British  subject;  has 
been  an  officer  on  one  of  the  Cunard  line 
of  steamships. 

The  collector  at  Liverpool  should  be  applied 
to  to  seize  tlie  "  290  "  under  the  foreign  en- 
listment act;  at  the  same  time  a  statement 
should  be  laid  before  the  secretary  of  for- 
eign affairs;  the  evidence  is  conclusive  and 
the  matter  urgent. 

Inclosing  letter  from  Mr.  Edwards,  collector; 
infers  that  the  government  declines  to  take 
any  steps  to  ijrevent  the  sailing  of  the 
"  No.  290."  Mr.  Adams  has  directed  him  to 
employ  a  solicitor  and  get  up  affidavits  to 
lay  before  the  collector;  has  retained  Mr. 
Squarey. 

Difficulty  of  getting  direct  proof  in  case 
against  the  "  290,"  on  account  of  the  hos- 
tile feeling  in  Liverpool.  Have  procured 
two  of  her  crew  as  witnesses,  who  testify 
positively  that  she  is  a  rebel  vessel.  Evi- 
dence was  laid  before  collector.  Mr.  Col- 
lier thinks  it  necessary  to  take  steps  to 
have  vessel  condemned,  even  should  col- 
lector decide  to  stop  her. 

Detailing  such  information  as  ho  has  ob- 
tained in  regard  to  the  "  No.  290 ;"  she  is 
intended  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities 
against  the  United  States. 

Knows  Captain  Bullock,  "  commonly  reported 
to  be  the  agent  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  at  Liverpool;"  has  seen  him 
several  times  on  board  the  "  290,"  appa- 
rently giving  orders  to  the  workmen. 

She  is  entered  in  dock-master's  office  as  "No. 
290,"  Matthew  J.  Butcher,  master. 

He  knew  Captain  Bullock;  saw  the  Annie 
Childs  dip  her  colors  (the  confederate  flag) 
three  times  to  the  Oreto ;  saw  Captain  Bul- 
lock on  board  the  Oreto  on  the  day  on 
which  she  went  to  sea. 
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From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


No.  5.  Henry 
Wilding  and 
Matthew  Ma- 
guire. 

No.  6.  William 
Passmore. 


1862 
July    21 


July    21 


Collector  of  cus- 
toms to  com- 
missioners of 
customs. 

Liverpool, 

Commissioners  of 
customs  to  col- 
lector of  cus- 
toms. 

London. 


Mr.  Edwards  to 

Mr.  Sqnarey. 

Liverpool. 

Mr.     Adams     to 

Earl  Eussell. 

London 


Mr.    Squarey    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London, 


Opinion  of    Mr. 
Collier. 

Temple, 


July    21 


July    22 


July    23 
July    22 

July    23 


July    23 


Richard  Brogan,  a  workman  in  the  yard  of 
Messrs.  Lairds,  had  told  them  the  "  >fo.  290  " 
was  being  built  under  the  direction  of  Cap- 
tain Bullock  for  the  insurgents. 

Had  been  seaman  on  board  Her  Majesty's 
steamship  Terrible ;  hearing  the  Lairds 
were  building  a  fighting  vessel,  he  applied 
to  Captain  Butcher  for  a  berth  on  board, 
who  told  him  that  she  was  going  to  fight 
for  tlie  southern  government,  and  engaged 
him  at  £4  10s.  per  month;  he  joined  the 
ship  on  tlie  23d  day  of  June;  she  is  built 
and  fitted  up  as  a  fighting  ship  in  all  re- 
spects, &c.,  &c. ;  has  taken  in  about  three 
hundred  tons  of  coal ;  about  thirty  hands 
were  on  board  who  had  engaged  to  go  out 
in  her,  most  of  whom  had  previously  served 
on  board  fighting  ships ;  one  man  who  had 
served  on  board  the  Sumter ;  it  is  well 
known  to  the  hands  on  board  that  the  vessel 
is  to  go  out  as  a  privateer  for  the  insur- 
gents ;  it  is  reported  that  Captain  Bullock  is 
to  command  her. 

Inclosing  evidence  that  Mr.  Dudley  has  left 
with  him ;  the  evidence  of  Passmore  is  the 
only  one  that  appears  to  him  to  be  of  any 
importance ;  asks  to  be  instructed  by  tele- 
graph, "  as  the  ship  appears  to  be  ready  for 
sea,  and  may  leave  at  any  hour  she  pleases." 

They  have  consulted  with  their  solicitor,  who 
has  advised  them  that  the  evidence  sub- 
mitted is  not  sufficient  to  justify  any  steps 
being  taken  against  the  vessel ;  he  mvist 
govern  himself  accordingly ;  the  United 
States  consul  might,  at  his  own  risk,  pro- 
ceed against  individuals  for  enlisting  on 
board;  not  sufficient  evidence  to  require 
the  customs  to  prosecute; 

Reporting  the  substance  of  above  letter 


Transmitting  copies  of  six  above  affidavits ; 
requesting  that  such  further  pi'oceedings 
may  be  had  as  to  prevent  the  fitting  out 
of  a  hostile  expedition  against  the  United 
States. 

Saw  Mr.  Layard  at  the  Foreign  Office,  who 
told  him  that  tlie  papers  in  the  matter  of 
the  "No.  290"  had  been  submitted  to  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown  on  the  22d,  but 
that  no  opinion  had  been  received;  on  his 
representation  of  "  the  extreme  urgency  of 
the  case,  Mr.  Layard  promised  to  send  for 
it  at  once." 

Given  upon  the  eight  affidavits  above  ;  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  collector  to  detain  the  "  No. 
290 ; "  if  he  allows  her  to  leave  Liverpool, 
he  will  incur  a  heavy  responsibility;  it 
appears  difficult  to  make  out  a  stronger  case 
of  infringement  of  the  foreign  enlistment 
act. 
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95 


Mr.  Sqnarey  to 
board  of  cus- 
toms. 

Deposition  of 
Eobert  John 
Taylor. 


Deposition  of  Ed- 
ward Roberts. 


Mr.   Gardner    to 
Mr.  Squarey. 

London, 
Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Liverpool 


196 


97 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Earl  Russell. 

Loudon. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London. 


Mr.    Squarey   to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Liverpool 
Affidavit     of 

Henry  Redden. 


1862 
July    23 


July    22 


July    22 

July    24 
July    25 


July    24 
July    25 


July    25 


July    26 


July    24 


Incloses  depositions  of  E.  J.  Taylor  and  E. 
Eoberts  in  regard  to  the  "No." 290,"  and  a 
copy  iif  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Collier,  Queen's 
counsel. 

Had  lived  for  the  last  fifteen  years  in  the 
Southern  States,  but  had  lately  been  en- 
gaged in  running  the  blockade ;  had  shipped 
on  board  the  "No.  290"  in  order  to  get 
South,  and  had  been  shipped  by  Captain 
Butcher;  the  "No.  290"  is  fitting,  in  all 
respects,  as  a  man-of-war,  and  is  chock-full 
of  coals,  having  some  thirty  tOTis  on  deck. 

Had  been  shipped  on  board  the  "No.  290"  by 
Captain  Butcher ;  generally  understood  by 
the  fifty  men  now  on  board  of  her  that  she 
was  going  to  Nassau  for  the  southern  gov- 
ernment; had  seen  Captain  Bullock  on 
board  several  times  going  round  the  vessel 
with  Captain  Butcher. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  his  letter ;  it  had 
been  immediately  referred  to  the  lords  com- 
missioners of  Her  Majesty's  treasury. 

Has  returned  from  London,  where  two  addi- 
tional atfidavits  of  members  of  crew  of  the 
"290"  were  procured,  which  were  laid  di- 
rectly before  the  board  of  customs ;  board 
had  decided  previous  evidence  insufficient; 
a  contrary  oiiinion  was  procured  from  Mr. 
Collier,  which  was  inclosed  to  the  board, 
with  affidavits  and  anote  from  Mr.  Squarey, 
asking  them  to  reconsider;  incloses  affida- 
vits which  were  laid  before  Earl  Russell 
by  Mr.  Adams;  Mr.  Squarey  has  shown  Mr. 
Layard  Mr.  Collier's  opinion,  and  requested 
him  to  act  promptly ;  the  question  of  secu- 
rity to  the  collector  has  not  arisen ;  Mr. 
Collier  thinks  proceedings  for  condemna- 
tion necessary  under  the  act,  aud  to  justify 
the  collector  in  holding  the  vessel ;  both 
counsel  deem  the  case  strong  enough  to 
procure  her  condemnation  before  any  court. 

Transmitting  copies  of  affidavits  of  Taylor 
and  Roberts,  and  of  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Collier. 

What  had  been  done  by  Mr.  Dudley  and  Mr. 
Squarey  ;  does  not  expect  that  Mr.  Collier's 
opinion  will  suffice  to  di'tain  her;  "not  to 
omit  any  step  that  could  be  imagined  I'kely 
to  avail,  I  have  transmitted  copies  of  all 
the  papers  to  Lord  Russell,  with  a  request 
for  action  on  the  subject  in  his  de^iart- 
ment." 

Mr.  O'Dowd,  the  solicitor  to  the  board  of 
customs,  had,  on  the  24th  instant,  resolved 
to  refer  the  matter  of  the  "  No.  290"  to  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown. 

Inclosing  copy  of  affidavit  of  Redden,  boat- 
swain of  "  No.  290." 

About  six  weeks  before,  he  had  been  en- 
gaged as  boatswain  on  board  Ihe  "  No.  290" 
by  Captain  Butcher,  who  told  him  that  she 
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Mr.   Squarey    to 

Mr.  Gardner. 

Liverpool. 

Mr.   Gardner    to 

Mr.  Squarey. 

London. 


Earl    Eussell   to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London 
Duncans,     Squa- 
rey  &    Black- 
more     to    Mr. 
Gardner. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.   Dickeus     to 
Duncaus,Squa- 
rey   &    Black- 
more. 

London. 
Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


1862 

July    26 
July  [28 

July,  28 
July    29 

July    30 

July    30 


Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Edwards. 
Liverpool. 


Mr.     Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

London, 


Extract         from 
Daily  Post. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.    Morgan     to 
Mr.  Edwards. 
Liverpool. 

IV— A  C— VI 


July    30 


Aug.      1 


Aug.      1 


July    30 


was  going  out  on  a  speculation  to  the 
Soutbern  States;  it  is  understood  on  board 
that  she  will  clear  for  Nassau,  but  not  go 
there ;  she  belongs  to  the  confederate  gov- 
ernment. 
Every  day  affords  opportunities  for  the  "  No. 
290  "  to  escape ;  urging  prompt  decision. 

Has  submitted  to  the  commissioners  of  cus- 
toms his  letter  of  26th ;  the  board,  in  the 
absence  of  any  instruction  from  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  treasury,  are  unable 
to  take  any  action  in  regard  to  the  gun- 
boat in  question. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  letter  of  22d  and 
24th  in  regard  to  the  "290;"  has  referred 
them  to  the  law  offlcers  of  the  Crown. 

Telegraphed  this  morning  that  the  "  290"  had 
left  port.  Believe  she  has  gone  to  Queens- 
town. 


Acknowledges]  receipt  by  customs  board  of 
information  of  departure  of  the  "  290 ; " 
has  communicated  same  to  commissioners 
of  treasury. 

The  "290"  sailed  yesterday  without  register 
or  clearance,  which  collector  says  were 
unnecessary.  Tug  Hercules  is  taking  on 
board  men,  &c.,  to  join  her  off  Cape  Lynas. 
Incloses  copy  of  letter  to  collector,  protest- 
ing against  saiHng  of  Hercules.  Under- 
stands the  gun-boat  will  go  to  a  Spanish 
port,  and  will  address  letter  to  consuls  in 
Spain. 

The  "  No.  290  "  has  left;  the  tug  Hercules  has 
returned,  and  is  now  at  Woodside  landing 
stage,  taking  on  board  forty  or  fifty  men, 
beams,  and  other  things  to  carry  to  the  gun- 
Ijoat,  which  the  captain  of  the  Hercules  re- 
ports to  be  cruising  off  Port  Lynas ;  he  gives 
this  information  that  "  this  flagrant  viola- 
tion of  neutrality  may  be  prevented." 

Inclosing  additional  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Squai'ey  and  the  secretary  of  the  board 
of  customs,  in  reference  to  the  "  290 ;  " 
slip  from  Daily  Post  about  Oreto  and  the 
"  290. "  Has  sent  copies  of  all  papers  to  Jlr. 
Adams.  The  "  290  "  put  in  at  HoUyhead, 
and  left  next  morning.  Tuscarora  put  in 
at  Queenstown  yesterday  p.  m. 

The  Hercules  left  Liverpool  for  the  "  No.  290," 
with  fifty  men. 

The  sailing  of  the  "  No.  290 ;  "  he  had  visited 
the  Hercules;  he  saw  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  persons  on  board,  male  and  female, 
some  of  whom  admitted  to  him  that  they 
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Mr.  Edwards  to 
commissioners 
of  customs. 

Liverpool. 

Commissioners  of 
customs  to  Mr. 
Edwards  by 
telegraph. 

Mr.  Edwards  to 
F.  G.  Gardner 
for  the  commis- 
sioners of  cus- 
toms. 

Liverpool. 

Same  to  commis- 
sioners of  cus- 
toms. 

Liverpool, 


Memorandum 
from  l<'oreign 
Office. 


Mr.  Smith,  col- 
lector, to  Mr. 
Gardner. 

Beaumaris 
Mr.    Cunnah    to 
Mr.  Gardner. 
Holyhead, 
Mr.   Smith,    col- 
lector,  to   Mr. 
Gardner. 

Beaumaris 
Mr.  Cassell,  col- 
lector, &,c.,  to 
Mr.  Gardner. 

Cork, 
Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1862 

July  30 
July  31 
July  31 

Aug.      1 


July  31 

Aug.  1 

Aug.  1 

Aug.  2 

Aug.  4 

July  31 


were  a  portion  of  the  crew,  and  were  going 
to  join  the  guu-boat,  which  is  reported  to 
he  la.st  night  cruising  off  Port  Lynas ;  he  is 
contident  she  left  Liverpool  without  any 
part  of  her  armament  on  board. 

Transmitting  the  report  of  Mr.  Morgan,  sur- 
veyor ;  there  was  nothing  on  board  the 
Hercules  that  would  justify  further  action 
on  hi,'*  part. 

Examine  master  of  Hercules  as  to  whether 
be  can  state  that  guns  are  concealed  in 
vessel  "  290,"  or  powder  has  been  taken  on 
board. 

Master  of  Hercules  could  not  be  found ;  he 
hoped  to  get  his  deposition  to-morrow  ;  the 
Hercules  had  gone  to  carry  the  crew  to  tlie 
Alabama.  ' 


Transmitting  the  affidavit  of  Thomas  Miller, 
captain  of  the  Hercules,  giving  otlier  iufor- 
mation,  and  the  "No.  290"  left  Liverpool 
about  10  a.  m.  on  Tuesday  last,  (July  30;) 
he  went  down  with  ber  until  she  lay  to 
about  a  mile  off  Bell  buoy,  and  about  four- 
teen miles  from  the  Coning  dock ;  left  her 
between  4  and  5  p.  m. ;  got  into  the  river 
about  7  p.  ni.;  brought  back  some  of  Mr. 
Laird's  workmen  and  riggers  who  were  on 
board ;  the  next  day,  Wednesday,  he  left 
the  landing  stage  in  the  river,  and  took 
with  him  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  men, 
who  he  believed  would  be  employed  ou 
board  as  sailors  or  firemen ;  he  fountl  the 
vessel  about  3  o'clock  that  afternoon  in 
Beaumaris  Bay ;  put  the  men  on  board  and 
lay  alongside  till  midnight ;  put  on  board 
various  things,  but  no  guns,  powder,  or 
ammunition  of  any  kind,  nor  didlie  see  any 
on  hoard  of  her. 

Pursuant  to  treasury  order  of  to-day,  tele- 
grams were  sent  to  collectors  at  Liverpool 
and  Cork  to  seize  the  "  290."  Similar  tele- 
grams also  sent  to  officers  at  Beaumaris 
and  Holyhead,  and  letter  to  collector  at 
Cork. 

What  he  had  done' after  receipt  of  orders  to 
seize  the  "No.  290." 


Same  as  above 
Same  as  above 

Same  as  above 


Has  informed  Captain  Craven  of  departure 
of  the  "290,"  in  spite  of  all  his  efforts  and 
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From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

London 


Mr.    Dndley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 

Mr.     Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool 
Extract  from 
Journal    of 
Commerce. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.  Stewart,  as- 
sistant col- 
lector, to  com- 
missioners of 
customs. 

Liverpool. 


Letters  of  H. 
Goold,  office- 
searcher,  and 
W.  G.  Stewart, 
assistant  col- 
lector. I 
Liverpool.] 


Subject. 


Aug. 

1 

Aug. 

6 

Aug. 

8 

Aug. 

la 

Aug. 

13 

Aug. 

20 

Sept. 

2 

Sept. 

2 

Sept. 

3 

Sept.  19 


remonstrances.  The  Tnscarora  left  South- 
ampton on  the  29th,  and  will  attempt  her 
capture. 

Interview  with  Lord  Eussell,  in  which  the 
use  of  Nassau  by  the  rebels  and  the  fitting 
out  of  gun-boats  Oreto  and  "290"  were  dis- 
cussed. Lord  Russell  stated  that  a  sudden 
illness  of  the  Queen's  advocate  liad  delayed 
the  decision  uutil  after  the  vessel  had  left. 
Orders  would  be  given  to  detain  her  at  Nas- 
sau, if  she  wont  there.  Mr.  Adams  thinks 
that  she  had  been  advised  of  proceedings 
on  foot  against  her,  hence  her  suddeii  de- 
parture. He  expressed  satisfaction  that  a 
decision  had  been  reached  againSt  the  ves- 
sel. Lord  Eussell  bad  no  information  con- 
cerning detention  of  Oreto  at  Nassau. 

Various  rumors  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  the 
"No.  290." 

The  whereabouts  of  the  "No.  290;"  incloses 
a  shipping  note  given  to  one  of  her  crew, 
payaljle  at  Cnuard  &  Wilson. 

They  are  shipping  fifty  more  men  for  the 
"No.  290,"  who  are  to  be  taken  to  her  on  a 
steamer. 

The  sailing  of  the  Bahama  with  the  fifty  men 
and  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  gun-boat 
"No.  290."  The  Bahama  is  "one  of  the 
class  that  seems  to  be  privileged  by  the 
authorities  in  this  country." 

Not  much  doubt  but  that  the  Bahama  is  to 
meet  the  "No. 290,"  and  has  the  armament 
and  men  for  her.  Slie  belongs  to  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co. 

The  return  of  the  Bahama  after  having  armed 
the  "No.  290,"  which  has  become  the  Ala- 
bama, Captain  Semmes  commanding. 

The  return  of  the  Bahama,  and  the  arming  of 
the. Alabama. 


Transmitting  report  of  assistant  surveyor ; 
the  captain  of  the  Bahama  had  told  him 
that  he  had  just  ret\u-ned  from  Angra, 
where  he  had  transferred  sixteen  cases, 
supposed  to  contain  arms;  he  had  spoken 
the  confederate  gun-boat  Alabama,  ("No. 
290,")  heavily  armed,  and  bound  on  a 
cruise.  Also,  report  of  surveyor  that  Gap- 
tain  Serames  had  taken  passage  in  the 
Bahama,  and  some  fifty  other  persons,  as 
the  permanent  crew  of  the  Alabama;  also, 
a  specification  of  the  shipments  per  Ba- 
hama. 

Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  shipped  the  nineteen 
cases  of  arms,  which  made  up  the  cargo  of 
the  Bahama,  with  the  exception  of  over 
five  hundred  tons  of  coal. 
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125 


219 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr,  Seward. 

Liverpool 

Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

London. 
Mr.     Adams     to 
Earl  Russell. 

Loudon, 


1862 
Sept.     5 


Sept.     5 
Sept.     4 


Earl   Russell   to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Earl  Russell. 

Loudon. 


Earl    Russell   to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Earl  Russell. 

London. 


Sept.  22 


Sept.  30 


Oct. 


Oct. 


242 


Mr.     Adama     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

London. 


Oct.     16 


844 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Loudon 


Oct.     23 


The  Bahama  took  to  the  Alabama  four  Sa- 
vannah pilots.  The  men  who  returned 
from  the  latter  were  paid  off  in  M.  G. 
Klingender's  offloe. 

As  exiieeted,  the  Alabama  did  not  go  to  Nas- 
sau. Her  difficulty  will  be  to  keep  sup- 
plied with  coal. 

Transmitting  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  and 
deposition,  &c.,  of  Henry  Redden ;  he 
shipped  on  board  the  "  No.  290  "  as  boats- 
wain's mate  in  April ;  he  went  out  in  her 
from  Liverpool;  gives  an  account  of  the 
shipping  of  men  at  Moelfre  Bay  of  the  arm- 
ing at  Angra.  The  bark  Agrippina,  which 
had  taken  out  her  guns  and  coal,  is  to  take 
another  cargo  of  coal  for  her  at  Cardiif  or 
Troon. 

Mr.  Adams's  letter  of  September  4th,  in  re- 
gard to  the  equipment  of  the  "  No.  290," 
had  been  referred  to  the  proper  dei)artment 
for  investigatiim;  seeking  to  explain  the 
delays  that  had  occurred  in  the  matter  of 
the  "  No.  290." 

Referring  to  serious  impressions  likely  to  be 
created  in  the  United  States  by  the  depre- 
dations of  the  Alabama,  &o.,  and  transmit- 
ting affidavit  of  George  Kiug  in  reference 
to  transfer  of  Alabama's  armament  from 
Bahama. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  his  letter  of  the 
SOtli;  much  as  Her  Majesty's  government 
desire  to  prevent  occurrences  similar  to 
those  therein  referred  to,  ihey  cannot  go 
beyond  municipal  and  international  law. 

Acknowledgesreceiptof  letter  of  October  4th; 
be  has  based  his  representations  in  regard 
to  the  "No.  290"  upon  evidence  wdiich  ap- 
jdies  directly  to  infringement  of  municipal 
law  itself;  in  consequence  of  an  omission 
to  enforce  the  penalties  of  that  law,  "  it  is 
little  better  than  a  dead  letter,"  a  result 
against  which  "the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  serious  ground  of  remon- 
strance." Transmits  copy  of  letter  of  Mr. 
Mallory  to  Commander  North. 

Incloses  copies  of  Lord  Russell's  note  of  the 
9th,  and  the  report  of  the  customs  commis- 
sioners received  therewith,  setting  forth 
that  as  the  armament,  &c.,  of  the  Alabama 
took  place  outside  of  British  jurisdiction, 
no  oftense  cognizable  by  British  law  was 
thereby  committed  ;  the  officers  could  not 
have  interfered  with  shipment  of  arma- 
ment or  coal.  Government  is  not  disposed 
to  investigate  acts  complained  of,  or  prose- 
cute the  offenders;  our  main  object  now  is 
to  complete  the  record. 

Incloses  letter  from  Earl  Russell  in  reply  to 
his  of  the  9th,  who  states  that  although  the 
foreign  enlistment  act  may  be  evaded,  Her 
Majesty's  government  cannot,  on  that  ac- 
count, go  beyond  the  letter  of  the  law. 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


58 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Earl  Eussell. 

London. 
No.  2 


1862 


1863 
Mar.    30 


No.  3. 
No.  4. 

No.  5. 
No.  6. 


Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool, 


Mr.    ?i.dam8     to 
Earl  Eussell. 

London. 


Affidavit  of  Clar- 
ence E.  Yonge. 


April    3 


April    4 


April    2 


Mr.     Adams     to  j  Sept.  29 
Earl  Enssell.      I 
London . 


The  British  government  seems  indiii'erent 
to  the  consequences  of  its  inaction  ;  mean- 
,while  the  Alabama  continues  her  ravages. 
She  is  expected  to  attack  the  California 
steamers. 

Transmits  a  note  from  Mr.  Dudley,  with  in- 
closures. 

Letter  of  Captain  Bullock  to  Mr.  Mallory ; 
Mr.  Yonge  was  paymaster,  acting  under 
orders  from  Bullock  ;  Bullock's  general  au- 
thority. 

A  voucher  to  Mr.  Yonge,  dated  Liverpool, 
July  9th,  for  money  paid  to  an  officer  of 
tlie  insurgent  navy  by  Yonge. 

A  letter  from  Commander  Bullock  to  Yonge, 
dated  Jnly  28,  1862,  directing  him  to  join 
the  Alabuma  and  pniceed  in  her  to  sea; 
instructing  him  as  to  cargo  of  Agrippina; 
what  he  is  to  do,  befor.e  and  after  Captain 
Semmes  comes  on  board. 

Yonge's  commission  as  assistant  paymaster, 
dated  Liverpool,  Jnly  30,  signed  by  Com- 
mander Bullock. 

A  letter  from  Captain  Semmes,  dated  Port 
Eoyal,  January  25,  1865,  revoking  Yonge's 
appointment. 

Has  taken  affidavit  of  Clarence  E.  Yonge, 
former  paymaster  in  confederate  navj'. 
Kvidencii  furnished  by  him  is  sufiScient  to 
convict  the  Lairds  and  others  under  for- 
eign enlistment  act,  "  if  there  were  any 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  government 
to  take  it  and  to  punish  those  who  violate 
their  laws." 

Covering  Yonge's  deposition  showing  ope- 
rations of  Captain  Bullock  and  certain 
persons  in  Liverpool,  as  naval  and  finan- 
cial agents  of  the  rebels,  and  exhibiting 
English  character  of  tlie  Alabama. 

Various  transactions  of  the  insurgent  naval 
agents,  Bullock  and  others,  in  Great  Britain, 
beginning  with  December,  1861.  While 
the  Alabama  was  building,  his  principal 
business  was  in  paying  the  navy  officers 
who  were  attached  to  her;  he  i)aid  them 
monthly  by  moneys  drawn  from  Eraser, 
Trenhoim  &  Co.  Important  particulars  as 
to  the  building  of  the  Alabama,  her  fit- 
tings, the  preparations  for  her  sailing,  the 
transactions  at  Moelfre  Bay,  the  arriving 
at  Angra ;  her  voyage,  captures,  &c.,  down 
to  her  arri-val  at  Jamaica,  March  22, 1863 ; 
a  list  of  her  officers  and  crew. 

Covering  inclosed  letter  and  papers  received 
from  Consul  Graham  at  Cape  Town,  being 
the  consul's  correspondence  with  the  colo- 
nial government  in  reference  to  the  Ala- 
bama, Avliich  had  entered  Saldanha  Bay, 
landed  prisoners,  and  captured  American 
bark  Sea  Bride  within  sight  of  land — and 
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Cape  Town  Argus 
Cape  Town  Argus 

C  ap  6  Town  Argus  - 


Mr.    Graham    to 
Mr.  Seward. 
Cape  Town 

Rear-Admiral  Sir 

B.   Wallsier    to 

tlie  secretary  of 

the  admiralty. 

Simon's  Bay, 

Capt.  Senimes  to 
Gov.  W  o  d  e  - 
house. 
Saldaaha  Bay, 

Capt.  Forsyth  to 
Rear- Admiral 
Sir  B.  Walker. 


Rear-Admiral  Sir 
B.  Walker  to 
Gov.  W  o  d  e- 
house. 

Simon's  Baj. 
Gov.  Wodehouse 
to  Admiral 
Sir  B.  Walker. 
Cape  Town. 
Admiral    Sir    B. 
Walker  to  Go  v. 
Wodehouse. 
Simon's  Bay. 


Gov.  Wodehouse 
to  Admiral 
Sir  B.  Walker. 
Cape  Town, 
Admiral    Sir    B. 
Walker  to  Gov. 
Wodehouse. 
Simon's  Bay, 
Gov.  Wodehouse 


1863 

Aug.  11 
Aug.  20 

Sept.  19 
Sept.  19 
Aug.  19 

Aug.  1 
Aug.     6 

Aug.      7 

Aug.  8 
Aug.      8 


Aug.  10 
Aug.  11 
Aug.    19 


the  Tuscaloosa,  a  former  prize  of  the  Ala- 
bama, which  had  entered  Simon's  Bay, 
claiming  to  be  a  confederate  vessel  of  war. 

The  proceedings  relative  to  the  Alabama  and 
Tuscaloosa  at  Table  Bay. 

The  proceedings  relative  to  the  Alabama, 
Saxon,  and  Georgia,  saying  that  the  Georgia 
will  take  ia  from  200  to  300  tons  of  coal 
besides  general  supplies. 

The  Alabama  again  in  Simon's  Bay.  Her 
doings  on  her  recent  cruise.  Sale  of  the 
Sea  Bride  and  her  cargo. 

Relative  to  transactions  at  Angra  Pequina. .. 


The  arrival  of  the  Alabama,  Tuscaloosa,  and 
Georgia ;  his  proceedings  therein. 


Has  entered  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  some 
necessary  repairs. 


Captain  Semmes  h.id  informed  him  that  the 
Alabama,  as  soon  as  she  has  provisioned, 
would  proceed  to  Simon's  Bay  for  repairs, 
and  that  her  tender  had  been  ordered  there 
for  supplies. 

Asks  that  the  law  officers  may  gi\'e  an  opin- 
ion as  to  whether  the  tender  of  the  Ala- 
bama shall  be  admitted  into  English 
waters. 

Incloses  opinion  given  by  the  attorney  gen- 
eral that  the  tender  may  be  admitted. 


The  arrival  of  the  tender  Tnscalocjsa ;  fears 
that  the  effect  of  her  admissiou  will  make 
tlie  prohibitions  to  the  admission  of  cruisers 
null  and  void,  for  he  apprehends  that  to 
bring  a  captured  vessel  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  a  vessel  of  war,  she  must  be 
fitted  for  warlike  purposes,  and  not  merely 
have  a  few  men  and  two  small  guns 
put  on  board  her,  (in  fact  nothing  but 
a  prize  crew,)  in  order  to  disguise  h'er  real 
character  as  a  prize.  Fears  that  her  valu- 
able cargo  may  Ije  transshipped  on  some 
part  of  the  coast  beyond  the  limits  of  this 
colony. 

States  that  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  attor- 
ney general,  may  convert  a  prize  into  a  ship 
of  war. 

As  there  are  two  guns  on  board,  and  an  officer 
of  the  Alabama  in  charge,  the  Tuscaloosa 
seems  to  come  within  the  meaning  of  the 
attorney  general. 

Arrival  of  the  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  Tusca- 
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LV 


to  Duke  of 
Newcastle. 
Cape  Town. 
The  Duke  of  New- 
castle to  Gov. 
Wodehouse, 

London. 


Nov.      4 


Gov.  Wodehouse 
to  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle. 

Cape  Town. 
Mr.    Graham    to 
Mr.  Adams. 
Cape  Town. 

Gov.  Wodehouse 
to  Duke  of 
Newcastle. 

Cape  Town. 
TheDuke  of  New- 
castle  to  Gov. 
Wodehouse. 

London. 
Same    to    same. 


Mr.    Graham    to 

Mr.  Adams. 

Cape  Town 

Mr.    Graham    to 

Mr.  Seward. 

Cape  Town 

Mr.     Adams    to 

Earl  Russell. 

London 


Deposition  of 
John  Latham. 
Liverpool. 


Dec. 

19 

1864 
Jan.       4 

Jan. 

11 

Mar. 

4 

Mar. 

10 

July 

20 

Feb. 

19 

Jan. 

13 

Jan. 

8 

looaa;  liisproceedingsthersinaudinthemat- 
ter  of  the  Sea  Bride  ;  asks  for  instructions. 

Views  of  the  government  in  regard  to  pro- 
ceedings of  confederate  vessels  at  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  The  capture  of  the  Sea 
Bride,  over  three  miles  from  shore,  was 
lawful,  but  not  so  her  subsequent  coming 
within  two  miles.  The  Alabama  herself 
was  entitled  to  the  treatment  of  a  belliger- 
ent ship  of  war.  Captain  Semmes  should 
have  been  notified  of  charges  made  by- 
United  States  consul  against  the  Tusca- 
loosa, and  requested  to  show  her  papers. 
If  she  had  been  found  to  be  an  nncon- 
demned  prize,  the  colonial  authorities 
should  have  retained  her  until  reclaimed 
by  her  original  owners. 

En(leavors  to  explain  his  course  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  Sea  Bride  and  Tuscaloosa. 


The  Tuscaloosa  and  captured  cargo  of  the 
Sea  Bride  have  been  seized  at  Cape  Town 
by  order  of  the  British  government,  to  be 
held  for  restoration  to  their  owners. 

With  "much  regret"  he  reports  the  arrival 
of  the  Tuscaloosa;  he  has  felt  it  his  duty 
to  seize  her ;  furtlier  proceedings  therein 

Restore  the  Tuscaloosa  to  her  commander,  or 
to  any  one  who  may  have  authority  to 
receive  her  in  behalf  of  the  government 
of  the  Confederate  States. 

The  orders  to  restore  the  Tuscaloosa  were 
not  determined  upon  with  reference  to  any 
general  principles,  but  ou  the  special  cir- 
cumstances that  that  vessel  having  been 
once  freely  admitted,  had  a  right  to  expect 
that  she  might  enter  again ;  it  should  be 
understood  that  Her  Majesty's  government 
reserve  the  right  to  decide  what  vessels  are 
prizes  and  wliat  ships  of  war. 

Correspondence  with  Governor  Wodehouse, 
to  the  effect  that  the  Tuscaloosa  would  be  re- 
stored to  the  officers  of  the  confederate  navy. 

The  position  of  the  Sea  Bride  at  the  time  of 
her  capture. 

Transmitting  Mr.  Dudley's  letter  in  relation 
to  the  English  character  of  the  crew  of  the 
Alabama,  with  a  list  of  their  names,  and 
depositions,  &c.,  showing  that  their  fami- 
lies in  England  draw  half  their  pay  through 
Liverpool  houses. 

Shipped  on  board  the  Bahama,  afterward  on 
the  Alabama ;  what  took  place  at  Terceira ; 
the  cruise  of  the  Alabama,  till  she  reached 
Jamaica  ;  the  coaling  from  the  Agrippina; 
his  wife  received  his  half-pay  from  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  or  M.  G.  Klingender  & 
Co.;  tuU  list  of  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Alabama,  showing  nationality. 
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No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

1863 

Deposition  of 

Dec.      3 

Ho  w  she  collected  the  half-pay  of  her  husband 

477 

Martha  La- 

while  he  was  a  sailor  on  board  the  Alabama. 

Iham. 

Liverpool. 

1864 

Deposition  of 

Jan.      6 

How  on  one  occasion  he  collected  Latham's 

480 

Thomas    Win- 

half-pay  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 

stinly. 

Liverpool. 

251 

Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 

April     1 

Payment  by  M.  G.  Klingender  &  Co.  of  the 
wages  of  the  Alabama's  crew  to  their  fami- 
lies in  Liverpool. 

480 

302 

Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 

June  21 
1865 

Destruction  of  the  Alabama  off  Cherbourg  by 
the  Kearsarge.    The  feeling  in  Liverpool  is 
one  of  regret.    The  British  part  of  the  Ala- 
bama's crew   were  taken  care  of  at  the 
Sailors'  Home,  Southampton.    The  English 
steamer  Deerhound  rescued  her  of&cers. 

480 

Mr.    Adams     to 

Feb.      7 

Covering  on  advertisement  in  reference  to 

481 

Earl  Eussell. 

paying  olf  the  crew  of  the  Alabama. 

Loudon. 

1863 

40 

Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 

Feb.    2S 

Barque  Agrippina  arrived  from  Martinique 
with  some  of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama. 

482 

43- 

Same    to    same. 
Liverjiool. 

Mar.      3 

The  men  returned  on  the  Agrippina  had  an 
order  for  "wages' on  an  English  house. 

482 

51 

Same    to    same. 
Liverpool. 

Mar.    20 

Agrippina  gone  to  Newport  to  coal 

483 

58 

Same    to    same. 
Liverpool. 

April     3 

Giving  statement  of  Young  that  Semmes  went 
to  Martinique  for  coal  by  appointment. 

483 

112 

Mr.  Morse  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London. 

Oct.     30 

Agrippina,  Sea  King,  and  other  vessels  in 
port. 

484 

113 

Same    to    same. 

Nov.      6 

AgripiJina  loading  with  riiies 

484 

London. 

117 

Same    to    same. 

Nov.    13 

Agrippina  entered  for  Bermuda 

485 

London. 

121 

Same    to    same. 
London. 

Nov.    27 
1864 

Announcing  departure  of  Agrippina  to  supply 
Alabama. 

485 

96 

Mr.  Allen  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Bermuda. 

Jan.    22 

Announcing  the   arrival  6f   the  Agrippina 
with  coal,  powder,  and  other  munitions  of 
war  to  supply  the  Alabama. 

485 

222 

Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Raphael  Semmes. 

Do 

Jan.    29 

The  clearance  of  English  barque  Castor  with 
cargo  of  coal. 

Extracts  from  "Personal  Memoir  of  my  Cruise 
and  Services  in  the  Sumter  and  Alabama," 
showing    the    career    of   the    confederate 
steamer    Alabama    while    under    Captain 
Semmes's  command. 

Confederate  naval  affairs  in  England,  April, 
1862 ;  Oreto  bad  sailed,  and  the  Alabama 

486 
486 

flOO 

"  was  well  on  her  way  to  completion." 

Do 

Confederate  naval  affairs  at  Nassau,  June  and 
July,  1862;  Maifitt  and  others  assigned  to 

487 

the  Florida ;  Semmes  ordered  back  to  the 

Alabama;  his  letter  to  Mr.  Mallory ;  the 

release  of  the  Oreto. 
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From  Tvliom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Raphael  Semmes. 

Do 

Do 


1864 


Do 

Do 

Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 

Do 
Do 


Returns  to  Liverpool,  joins  the  Alabama ; 

finds  her  a  fine  sailer  under  canvas. 
Coaling  from  his  supply-ship,  the  Agripijina, 

November  and  December,  1862. 
Coaling  and  repairs  at  Jamaica  after  the  fight 

with  the  United  States  steamer  Hatteras. 
Waiting  for  the  Agrippina  at  Bahia  with  the 

Georgia  and  supply-ship  Castor. 
Capture  of  the  Conrad  and  the  commission- 

iug  of  the  Tuscaloosa,  June,  1863. 

At  Saldauha  Bay,  August,  1863 

The  capture  of  the  Sea  Bride  at  Table  Bay- .. 
Repairing  at  Simon's  Towu^  August  9,  1863.  -  - 

At  Angra  Peqnina,  August  28,  1863 

Coaling  and  repairing  at  Simon's  Town,  Sep- 
tember 16,  1863. 
Coaling,  &c.,  at  Singapore,  December,  1864  .. 
Repairing  and  coaling  at  Cape  Town,  March, 

1864. 


THE  JAPAN,  OR  GEORGIA. 


Mr.    Underwood 
to  Mr.  Seward. 
Glasgow. 


Extract         from 
Daily  News. 

London. 


Extract        from 
Daily  News. 

London 
Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Earl  Russell. 

London. 


Mr.       Hammond 
to  Mr.  Adams. 

Earl  Russell    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London 


1863 
Jan.  16 


Feb.    12 


Feb.    17 
April     3 

April     8 


April    8 
April  -8 


The  public  launching  of  an  insurgent  steamer 
at  Dunbarton,  christened  the  Virginia  by 
Miss  North,  daughter  of  Captain  North ; 
(the  Virginia  wa.s  afterward  the  Japan, 
afterward  the  Georgia.) 

Letter  to  the  Right  Honorable  Vincent  Pal- 
uierston,  on  the  subject  of  British  aid  to 
confederates.  States  the  facts  and  obliga- 
tions in  reference  to  the  war  in  America. 
The  writer  asks,  "  Have  the  Oreto  and  the 
'  290 '  any  kindred  ? "  he  then  goes  on  to 
give  informatioi]  as  to  various  vessels  build- 
ing in  Great  Britain  for  the  "  Chinese,  " 
(coufederates,)  and  says  that  Peter  Deuny, 
of  Dunbarton, has  built  avessel  for  the  insur- 
gents, named  the  Virginia.  She  is  now 
lying  in  tke  Clyde. 

Vessels  that  have  been  sent  out  with  various 
munitions  of  war  for  the  confederates. 

Japan,  formerly  the  Virginia,  is  about  to  clear 
from  Glasgow  for  the  East  Indies.  She  has 
a  very  large  crew,  shipped  for  three  years, 
and  is  believed  to  be  for  the  rebels.  Is 
making  investigations. 

Departure  of  the  Japan,  or  Virginia,  believed 
to  be  intended  for  a  rebel  cruiser,  and  of 
the  Alar,  with  her  armament,  &c.,  for  the 
island  of  Alderney  ;  requesting  tiruely  in- 
quiry on  the  part  of  the  government  to  put 
a  stop  to  their  proceedings. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  above  letter,  which 
he  has  sent  to  the  Home  Office. 

He  has  asked  for  immediate  investigation  and 
preventive  proceedings,  should  Mr.  Adams's 
suspicions  of  the  Japan  prove  well  founded. 
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Mr.     Adams    to 
Earl  Russell. 

London. 


Deposition  of  Ed- 
ward   Thomp- 


Deposition  of 
Thomas  Ma- 
hon. 


Mr.     Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool 

Earl  Russell    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London 

Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool 
Mr.     Adams     to 
Earl  Russell. 

London. 
Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool, 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Earl  Russell. 

London. 


1863 
April  15 

April  14 
April  14 


Deposition  of 
John  Stanley. 


April  18 

April  21 

July  1 
July  7 
Aug.     7 

Dec.      7 


Nov.    26 


The  Alar  did  not  go  as  soon  as  was  sup- 
posed.   The  delay  will  perhaps  be  favorable. 

Covering  depositions,  showing  the  transfer  of 
tlie  armament  of  the  Japan  from  the  Alar 
off'  the  French  coast ;  the  enlistment  of 
various  British  subjects  onboard  the  Japan ; 
her  final  departure  on  her  cruise. 

He  shipped  on  the  Japan;  she  was  three 
nights  in  transferring  the  armament  from 
the  Alar ;  describes  the  arming  and  com- 
missioning of  the  Georgia ;  J(jne8  &  Co., 
Liverpool,  paid  him  his  shipping  note,  and 
seemed  to  have  charge  of  everything. 

Shipped  on  the  Japan  on  Maic-h  27,  with 
about  fifty  others;  revenue  officers  came 
on  board  at  Greenock,  but  no  other  govern- 
ment officers;  the  Japan  waited  several 
days,  until  April  6,  for  the  Alar,  oif  the  coast 
of  Erance;  the  transfer  of  the  armament. 
List  of  officers  and  crew  shipped  for  the 
Japan  at  Liverpool. 

Incloses  copy  of  one  of  the  Virginia's  ship- 
ping notes,  signed  by  Jones  &  Co.,  of  Liv- 
erpool, against  whom  a  clear  case  can  be 
made  out  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

The  Virginia  had  been  constantly  visited  by 
British  officers  during  her  construction ; 
they  had  seen  nothing  to  arouse  their  sus- 
picions of  her  warlike  character. 

The  Georgia  remained  under  a  British  register 
until  the  23d  June,  1863. 

The  steamer  Virginia  was  the  property  of  a 
British  subject  for  some  time  after  her  first 
ravages  were  committed  on  our  commerce. 

The  pirate  Georgia  is  the  same  as  the  steamer 
Japan  or  Virginia.  Tlie  families  of  her  crew 
receive  half-pay  in  Liverpool.  While  still 
registered  as  a  British  vessel,  in  tlie  name 
of  Thomas  Bold,  she  has  destroyed  several 
United  States  vessels. 

Covering  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  and  depo- 
sitions showing  the  circumstances  of  the 
shipment  of  the  Georgia's  crew,  the  exist- 
ence, of  a  regular  oi3ice  in  Liverpool  for 
enlisting  Britisli  subjects  to  carry  on  war 
against  the  United  States ;  the  connec- 
tion of  .Jones  &  Co.  as  jiaymasters  of  the 
ci'cw  of  the  Georgia ;  also  incloses  Lord 
Russell's  reply,  promising  investigation  of 
the  matter. 

The  circumstances  of  his  enlistment  on  the 
Georgia,  and  of  her  armament  and  cruise ; 
she  met  the  Castor  at  Bahia  with  coal  for 
her;  she  then  went  to  Trinidad  and  waited 
for  the  Castor;  afterward  she  went  to 
Simon's  Bay,  where  she  remained  for  a  fort- 
night: got  the  decks  corked,  and  coaled; 
the  cruise  till  shg  reached  Cherbourg  show- 
ing very  clearly  the  connection  of  Jones 
&  Co.  with  this  vessel. 
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LIX 


From  whom  and 
to  Tvhom. 


Deposition  of 
Francis  Glass- 
biook. 

Deposition  of 
Benjamin  Cou- 
oUy'.      • 

Depositions  of 
Catharine 
St.inley  and 
Cecilia  Glass- 
broolc. 

Depositions  of 
Daniel  and 
Eliza  ConoUy. 

Earl  Russell  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London 

Mr.  Adams  to 
Earl  Russell. 

London 


Deposition  of 

Tliomas     Mat- 
tlLews. 


Earl    Russell    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London. 
Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Loudon. 
Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

London 


Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

London. 
Mr.     Adams      to 
Earl  Russell. 

London. 

Deposition  of 
Patrick  Shanly. 


Date. 

1863 
Nov.   24 

Nov. 

24 

Nov. 

26 

Nov. 

24 

Nov. 

30 

Dec. 

9 

1864 
Jan.    11 

Jan. 

9 

Jan. 

13 

May 

4 

May 

5 

Mav     13 


May  18 

May  20 

May  28 

May  25 


To  the  same  effect  as  above  . 


To  the  same  effect  as  above . 


Received  their  husbands'  half-pay  regularly 
each  month  at  the  office  of  Jones  &  Co., 
while  tUey  were  away  as  sailors  on  the 
Georgia. 

Had  collected  half -pay  notes  at  the  office  of 
Jones  &  Co.  on  account  of  sailors  who  were 
on  board  the  Georgia. 

Papers  submitted  will  be  considered 


Covering  Mr.  Dudley's  letter  and  deposition 
(if  Thomas  Matthews,  containing  further 
evidence  against  Jones  &,  Co.  in  case  of 
the  Georgia.  Also  Lord  Russell's  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  same. 

When  he  enlisted  on  board  the  Japan,  (Geor- 
gia,) he  understood  that  the  vessel  was  not 
going  to  China;  the  circurastauces  of  his 
enlistment  by  Jones  &  Co.;  after  the  Geor- 
gia had  arriA'ed  at  Cherbourg,  Jones  &  Co. 
were  engaged  in  enlisting  men  for  that 
vessel  and  for  the  Florida. 

Your  letter  has  been  forwarded  to  the  proper 
department. 

Arrival  of  pirate  Georgia  at  Liverpool ;  re- 
calls the  circumstances  of  her  fitting  out, 
&c.     She  is  to  be  sold. 

The  Georgia  has  arrived  at  Liverpool;  ha,3 
made  no  representations  as  yet  to  the  Brit- 
ish government. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Eussell, 
asking  whether  the  Georgia  returns  in  her 
character  as  a  British  vessel  or  as  a  con- 
federate cruiser,  and  if  the  latter,  why  she 
is  allowed  to  overstay  the  specified  Lime. 
Also  Lord  Russell's  reply,  promising  con- 
sideration of  the  matter  by  Her  Majesty's 
government.  A  discussion  on  the  subject 
is  expected  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  Georgia  has  discharged  stores,  and  nearly 
all  crew,  under  superintendence  of  Jones 
&  Co.'s  clerk. 

The  Georgia  is  advertised  for  sale  at  Liver- 
pool. Her  crew,  composed  of  British  sub- 
jects, are  all  at  large. 

Covering  deposition  of  Patrick  Shanly,  hint- 
ing at  inipossil)ility  of  preventing  similar 
acts  on  the  part  of  American  citizens  in 
future  CDutingencies. 

Men  were,  in  December,  1863,  and  until  May, 
1864,  being  enlisted  at  Liverpool  for  the 
Georgia  and  Florida. 
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From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


1864 
Earl    Russell   to  \  June     1 
Mr.  Adams. 

London.' 
Mr.    Dudley    to     June     3 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.    Adauis      to     June     7 
Earl  Russell. 

London. 
Mr.   Wilding    to  i  July    23 
Mr.  Seward.        | 
Liverpool. 
Mr.   Wilding   to  i  Aug.     3 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool.; 

Mr.    Adams      to     Aug.      4 
Mr.  Reward. 

London. 


Mr.   Wilding    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

LiveriJool. 

Earl  Russell    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London. 


Mr.  Wilson  to 
Mr.  F.W.Sew- 
ard. 

London 

Mr.  Harvey  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Lisbon. 


Mr.    Adams      to 
Mr.  Seward. 

London. 
Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool, 


Earl  Russell    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

London. 

Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool 


Aug.     6 


Aug.      8 


Aug.    12 
Aug.    22 

Aug.    25 
Aug.   26 

Sept.     6 
Nov.    25 


Acknowledging  receipt  of  deposition  of  Pat- 
rick Shanly;  .promising  consideration 
thereof. 

The  sale  of  the  Georgia  to  a  rebel  sympa- 
thizer. ' 

Protesting  against  the  validity  of' the  sale 
of  the  Georgia;  asserting  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  capture  her  on  the  high  seas. 

Circumstances  tending  to  excite  a  suspicion 
that  the  Georgia  is  being  refitted  for  a 
privateer. 

The  Geoj'gia  has  been  entered  for  Lisbon  and 
Africa ;  is  suspected  of  intending  to  go 
out  on  her  old  business;  will  be  closely 
watched. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
complaining  of  refitting  of  the  Georgia  by 
British  subjects  to  ernisi;  against  the  United 
States,  as  shown  in  letter  from  Mr.  Wild- 
ing ;  Earl  Russell's  reply. 

Incloses  three  affidavits  sent  to  Mr.  Adams, 
going  to  show  that  the  Georgia  is  being 
refitted  for  a  rebel  cruiser ;  has  informed 
Mr.  Adams  of  her  Portngucsn  charter. 

The  government  does  not  se('  any  sufficient 
grounds  for  believing  that  the  steamer 
Georgiii.  is  about  to  be  ag.'iin  used  for  bel- 
ligerent purposes ;  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  given  directions  that  in  future 
no  ship  of  war  of  either  belligerent  shall 
be  allowed  to  be  brought  into  any  of  Her 
Majesty's  ports  for  the  purpose  of  being 
dismantled  or  sold. 

The  Georgia  has  sailed,  chartered  by  Portu- 
guese government  as  a  mail  steamer;  the 
Portuguese  legation  has  been  notified  that 
she  is  liable  to  capture  by  United  States 
vessels,  and  they  are  upon  her  track. 

The  contract  for  the  Georgia  to  carry  the 
mails  was  probably  made  by  the  Portu- 
guese consul  at  Liverpool  in  ignorance  of 
the  liability  of  the  Georgia  to  be  taken  as 
11.  prize ;  the  Portuguese  government  can- 
celed the  contract  when  informed  of  the 
facts. 

The  Niagara  has  arrived  at  Dover,  having 
captured  the  Georgia  and  sent  her  to  the 
United  States  as  a  prize. 

Comments  of  newspapers  upon  the  capture 
of  the  Georgia,  laying  stress  upon  her  Brit- 
ish ownership ;  incloses  deposition  showing 
that  Jones,  recently  convicted  of  having 
shipped  her  first  crew,  was  engaged  in 
fitting  her  up  the  seccmd  time. 

Her  Majesty's  government  expects  the  Geor- 
gia, captured  under  the  British  flag,  and 
claimed  by  British  owners,  to  be  brought 
before  a  prize  conrt  for  adjudication. 

The  thrc^e  parties  tried  for  fitting  out  and  en- 
listing men  for  the  Georgia  have  been  con- 
victed, and  fined  fifty  pounds  apiece. 


165 

108 


S62 


S63 


565 


369 
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377 

39 


Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Glasgow. 
Mr.  Morse  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London. 
Mr.  Chase  to  Mr. 
Morse. 

London. 
Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.   Wilding    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool 


Liverpool  Jour- 
nal of  Com- 
merce. 


1863 
Oct.     13 


Oct.      9 


Nov.      6 

1864 
Oct.      7 


Oct. 


Oct.     12 


Oct.     12 


Oct.     12 


Oct.     14 


Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool.! 
Mr.  Morau  to  Mr.  |  Oct.     14 
F.  W.  Seward. 
Loudon. 
Mr.    Dudley     to  i  Oct.     18 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Liverpool   Daily 
Post. 


Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Mr.   Kirkpatrick 
to  Mr.  Seward. 
Nassau. 


Oct.     18 

Nov.     4 
Nov.     9 


The  building  of  the  Sea  King  at  Glasgow ; 

she  is  well  adapted  for  war  purposes ;  his 

snspieions. 
The  Sea  King,  another  suspicious  craft,  has 

arrived  at  London  for  the  Clyde. 

Sailing  of  the  Sea  King  for  New  Zealand 
with  troops. 

The  steamer  Laurel,  recently  purchased  for 
the  confederates,  is  now  at  Liverpool,  en- 
tered to  load  for  Matamoras ;  is  admirably 
adapted  for  a  privateer;  has  taken  on 
board  a  number  of  cases  containing  guns 
and  gun-carriages ;  has  twenty-one  seamen, 
more  than  is  required  for  a  passenger  boat ; 
movements  are  suspicious ;  is  to  be  a  pri- 
vateer ;  will  sail  to-morrow. 

The  Laurel,  her  cargo,  crew,  &c. ;  is  much 
afraid  of  her. 

Sailing  of  the  Laurel  from  Liverpool 


Departure  of  the  Laurel  on  the  9th  instant, 
with  Captain  Semmes,  eight  other  ooufed- 
erate  ofiicers,  about  one  hundred  men ;  had 
six  guns  in  her  liold ;  reported  that  the  men 
and  guns  are  to  be  transferred  to  another 
vessel;  not  tlie  least  doubt  but  that  this 
is  a  piratical  expedition  on  this  vessel  or 
on  some  other. 

The  sailing  and  cargo  of  the  Laurel ;  she  is 
merely  a  tender ;  carries  guns  and  amuuiui- 
tiou  to  a  new  screw-steamer  which  Semmes 
is  to  command,  supposed  to  be  the  Eanger, 
at  Madeira. 

The  cargo  of  the  Laurel 


Departure  of  Captain  Semmes  in  the  Laurel 
on  another  piratical  expedition  ;  activity 
among  rebel  shipping  agents  continues. 

The  steamer  Sea  King,  which  sailed  from 
London  for  Bombay  on  the  8th  instant,  is 
probably  the  vessel  intended  to  meet  the 
Laurel  and  receive  her  men  and  armament ; 
as  a  ]irivateer  she  will  be,  most  dangerous  ; 
her  transfer  to  Rich.wd  Wright,  tlie  father- 
in-law  of  Charles  Prioleau,  of  ownership 
and  sailing. 

The  sailing  of  the  Sea  Kiug ;  able  to  steam 
or  sail  at  pleasure;  "her  screw  is  con- 
structed on  such  an  improved  system  that, 
if  damaged  in  any  way,  it  can  be  lifted  en- 
tirely out ;"  she  can  steaTu  eleveu  miles  an 
hour;  she  and  the  Eanger  will  turn  out  to 
be  the  same  vessel. 

English  character  of  the  Sea  King  aud  Laurel. 

The  arrival  of  the  Laurel  from  England  via 
Madeira. 
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385 


815 


Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.  Moran  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London 

Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

London 


44 


54 


Earl    Russell   to 
Lord  Lyous. 

London. 


Earl    Russell   to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Loudon. 
Mr.  Kirkpatrick 
to  Mr.  Seward. 
Nassau. 
Mr.    Mallory    to 
Mr.  Trenholni. 
Richmond. 


Mr.  Trenholrn  to 
Eraser,  Treu- 
holm  &  Co. 

Richmond. 


Mr.   Kirkpatrick 
to  Mr.  Seward. 
Nassau. 


1864 
Nov.    12 


Nov.    12 


Nov.    18 


Dec.      8 


1865 
Eeb.      1 

1864 
Nov.    30 


Dec.    19 


Dec.    24 


1865 
Jan.    21 


The  steamer  Colibar,  fi'om  Teneriife,  brings 
back  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Sea  King,  who 
report  that  that  vessel,  now  called  the 
Sliouaiidoah,  received  her  armament  and 
crew  from  the  Laurel,  at  Madeira,  and 
started  on  a  piratical  cruise  under  the  con- 
federate flag.  Captain  Semmes  in  command. 

Has  received  a  letter  from  Consul  Dabuey, 
atTeueriffe,  iu  reference  to  the  proceedings 
of  Captain  Corbett  aud  crew  after  leaving 
the  Shenandoah ;  gives  the  purport  thereof. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  and 
depositions  of  John  Wilson  and  John  Ker- 
ens in  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  that 
vessel,  showing  how  both  the  Laurel  and 
Sea  King  were  fitted  out ;  how  men  were 
shipped  to  sail  in  each ;  liow  the  Laurel 
transferred  the  armament  to  the  Sea  King, 
at  Madeira.  John  Wilson,  in  his  affidavit, 
says  :  "  We  then  shortened  sail  and  put  her 
under  close-reefed  topsail,  and  hoisted  up 
the  screw,  and  put  the  fires  out  iu  the  fur- 
naces, and  made  toward  the  island  of  Ma- 
deira under  easy  sail ;  we  remained  in  this 
way  for  five  days." 

Incloses  letter  from  Mr.  Grattan,  English 
consul  at  Teneriffe,  detailing  circumstances 
of  the  transfer  of  the  Shenandoah  to  the 
confederates  ;  he  had  sent  Captain  Corbett 
in  safe-conduct  to  England,  to  be  punished 
for  his  serious  offense  against  British  law. 
Her  Majesty's  government  have  ordered  an 
investigation,  and  will  prosecute  Captain 
Corbett,  of  the  Sea  King,  for  violation  of 
the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

The  sale  of  the  Sea  King,  in  England,  was 
made  to  a  British  subject. 

Arri  val  of  the  Alexandra ;  sailing  of  the  Laurel 
and  Colonel  Lamb. 

Agreeably  to  their  nnderstandiug,  the  Laurel 
had  been  transferred  to  the  treasury  de- 
partment. Lieutenant  Ramsay  to  continue 
in  command,  under  the  instructions  of  Mr. 
Trenholni ;  asking  that  the  treasury  agents 
would  arrange  with  Commander  Bullock 
for  the  cost  of  the  vessel. 

Lieutenant  Ramsay  would  have  a  power  of 
attorney  to  sell  the  I.iaurel,  which  was  abont 
to  leave  with  a  cargo  of  cotton  ;  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sale  of  the  vessel  should  be  paid 
by  them  to  Captain  Bullock  on  account  of 
the  navy  department. 

The  Laurel  and  the  attempted  seizure  at  Nas- 
sau; the  expectation  of  seizure  at  Liver- 
pool, with  two  inclosures,  showing  that  the 
Laurel,  alias  Confederate  States,  carried 
English  mails  from  Nassau. 
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437 
1271 


464 

486 
1023 


Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool, 
Mr.     Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 
Washiuffton, 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Earl  Eu.ssell. 

London 
Earl  Russell    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Loudon 

Same    to    same. 


1865 
Feb.    11 


Feb.    16 

Mar.      7 
Mar.    10 

April     6 
April    7 


Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Same    to    same.  I  May    17 

Liverpool.! 
Mr.     Adams     to  j  July    27 
Mr.  Seward. 

London.] 


j      1864 
Journal  of  Com-  <  Dec.    21 
merce.  i 

Kio  Janeiro.' 


!      1865 
Mr.  Blanchard  to  ]  Feb.    23 
Mr.  Seward. 
Melbourne. 


Mr.  Blanchard  to     Jan.    26 
Mr.  Adauis.         j 
Melbourne.' 
Protest  of  Capt.  \  Jan.    26 
Nichols. 

Melbourne. 

Mr.    Francis    to     Jan.    26 

Mr.  Blanchard. 

Melbourne. 

Mr.  Blanchard  to     Jan.    26 

Gov.  Darlinj;. 

Melbourne. 


Incloses  extradt  from  Mr.  Dudley's  dispatch, 
anuouncing  the  arrival  of  the  Laurel  (now 
the  Contederate  States)  at  Liverpool. 

The  sailing  from  Nassau  of  the  Laurel,  now 
called  Confederate  States,  with  confederate 
mails,  &c.;  protest  against  their  receipt 
and  cli^arance  at  Liverpool;  demand  the 
detention  of  the  vessel. 

Protesting  agaiust  the  receipt  and  clearance 
of  mails  by  the  steamer  Confederate  States 
at  Nassau. 

The  colouial  authorities  at  Nassau  had  in- 
tended to  detain  the  steamer,  but  had  un- 
avoidably failed;  her  case  should  be  in- 
quired into. 

The  steamer  Confederate  States  had  commit- 
ted no  offense  against  British  law. 

Attempt  to  sell  the  Laurel  (Confederate 
States)  at  auction. 

Some  of  Alabama's  crew  went  out  in  Laurel, 
and  joined  Sheuandoah. 

Transmits  copies  of  depositions  in  relation 
to  the  outiit  of  the  Shenandoah,  from  men 
who  went  out  in  her  as  the  Sea  King. 
These  affidavits  relate  to  the  fitting  out  of 
the  Laurel  and  Shenandoah,  and  to  the  en- 
listments made  thereon. 

Official  order  forbidding  the  Shenandoah  or 
any  other  vessel  commanded  by  Waddell 
to  enter  a  Brazilian  port,  because  Waddell 
had  opened  the  manifest  of  the  galley 
Kebby  Prince,  breaking  the  seal  of  the 
Brazilian  consulate. 

The  Shenandoah  entered  that  port  on  the 
25th  January,  1865 ;  was  allowed  to  repair, 
to  go  upon  a  dry-dock,  to  coal,  and  to  de- 
part on  the  lath  of  February,  notwith- 
standing his  continued  protests,  and  al- 
though he  had  furnished  sworn  testimony 

■  that  she  was  enlisting  additional  crew. 
His  divers  stjeps  to  prevent  her  reception, 
repairing,  coaling,  and  recruiting ;  copies 
of  correspondence,  affidavits,  and  news- 
paper extracts  relatiug  to  the  same. 

Arrival  of  Slienandoah  at  Melbourne ;  de- 
scri))tion  and  evidence  that  she  is  the  Sea 
King. 

The  circumstances  of  the  capture  of  the 
barque  Delphiue. 

Asking  if  he  is  willing  to  receive  and  pro- 
vide for  certain  prisoners  from  the  Shenan- 
doah. 

He  had  already  made  provision  for  the  per- 
sons supposed  to  have  been  alluded  to  in  his 
letter ;  demands  that  the  Shenandoah,  alias 
the  Sea  King,  be  seized,  and  all  aid  and 
comfort  be  refused  to  her. 
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Mr.  Blancliard  to 
Gov.  Darling. 
Melbourne. 


Mr.  Tyler  to  Mr. 
Blauohard. 

Toorak. 
Mr.  Blaucliard  to 
Gov.    Darliag. 
Melbourne. 

Mr.  Blanchard  to 
Mr.  Leveu- 
worth. 

Mel  bourne. 

Mr.  Tyler  to  Mr. 
Blanchard. 

Melbourne. 


Mr.  Blanchard  to 
Gov.  Darling. 
Melbourne. 


Affidavit  of  Lil- 
lias  L.  Nichols. 

Affidavit  of  Wil- 
liam Bruce. 


Affidavit  of  John 
H.  Colby. 

Melbourne. 
Mr.     Duffett    to 
the     attorney 
general. 

Melbourne. 
Mr.   Choinley   to 
Mr.  Duffett. 

Melbourne. 
Mr.     Duffett     to 
Mr.  Blanchard. 
Melbourne. 
Affidavit  of  Geo. 
Silvester. 

Melbourne. 


Date. 

1865 
.Jan.    27 

Jan. 

2S 

Jan. 

28 

Jan. 

28 

Jan. 

30 

Jan. 

30 

Feb. 

1 

Feb. 

7 

Feb. 

2 

Feb. 

3 

Feb. 

4 

Feb. 

4 

Feb. 

6 

More  full  protest  against  reception  of  the 
Shenandoah,  "  lest  under  flimsy  pretenses  of 
necessity,  the  ports  and  coasts  of  Her  Maj- 
esty's dominions  be  unguardedly  thrown 
open,  to  afibrd  lawless  and  unauthorized 
marauders  cover  and  bases  for  new  and 
piratical  enterprises  against  the  citizens  of 
a  friendly  power,  their  lives  and  prop- 
erty," and  so,  "  finally  new  claims  and  ad- 
ditional and  serious  complications  unfor- 
tunately arise." 

His  letters  have  beeu  referred  by  the  gov- 
ernor for  the  consideration  and  opinion  of 
the  legal  advisers  of  his  government. 

Eeceiiit  of  Ms  last  letter ;  eight  good  reasons 
why  the  Shenandoah  should  not  receive 
further  aid,  comfort,  and  refuge  at  Mel- 
bourne. 

Transmits  papers;  suggests  to  Mm  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  action  in  support  of 
his  own  protests,  in  order  that  belligerent 
rights  may  in  no  way  be  granted  to  the 
Shenandoah. 

Announces  that  his  execl'ency  has  come  to 
the  decision  that  "  whatever  may  be  the 
previous  history  of  the  Shenandoah,  the 
government  of  this  colony  is  bound  to  treat 
her  as  a  ship  of  war  belonging  to  a  bellig- 
erent power." 

Protests  against  allowing  the  Shenandoah  to 
depart  trom  Melbourne,  and  notifying  his 
excellency  that  if  she  is  allowed  to  depart, 
"the  United  States  Government  will  claim 
indemnity  for  the  damages  already  done 
to  its  shipping  by  said  vessel,  and  also  for 
those  which  may  hereafter  be  committed" 
by  her. 

Indisputable  evidence  that  the  Sea  King  and 
Shenandoah  are  the  same  vessel. 

Particulars  of  the  capture  of  the  Helena ;  the 
attempts  to  enlist  him  and  other  sailors  on 
board  the  Shenandoah ;  the  Shenandoah 
and  Sea  King  ai'e  the  same  vessel ;  sonie  of 
the  sailors  and  officers  on  board  had  orig- 
inally belonged  to  the  Alabama. 

Capture  of  the  schooner  Lizzie  M.  Stacey  ; 
circnmstances  under  which  he  was  forced 
to  join  the  Shenandoah. 

Has  left  with  him  certain  depositions;  Mr. 
Blanchard  will  be  happy  to  attend  upon 
him  with  fnrther  evidence. 


Has  read  the  depositions ;  will  be  glad  to  see     608 
Mr.  Blanchard  at  the  appointed  time. 

Appointing  time  for  meeting  tbe  attorney 
general. 

Circumstances  under  which  he  shipped  on 
the  Lanrel  at  Liverpool;  arming  of  the 
Shenandoah  at  Madeira;  the  enlistment 
there;    the    enlistment  from  prizes;    the 
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Affidavit  of  Edw'd 
S.  Jones. 

Melbourne. 
Affi  davit  of  James 
Ford. 

Melbourne. 
Affidavit  of  Geo. 
K.  Brackett. 

Melbourne. 

Affidavit  of  Cbas. 
Bolin. 

Melbourne. 
Affidavit  of  John 
Sandall. 

Melbourne. 
Affidavit  of  Wil- 
liam Scott. 

Melbourne. 
Affidavit  of  Fred- 
erick Lindborg. 
Melbourne. 
Affidavit  of  L.  L. 
Nichols. 

Melbourne. 
Mr.  Blanchard  to 
Gov.  Darling. 
Melbourne. 

Mr.  Blan  chard  to 
Gov.  Darling. 
Melbourne. 

Affidavit  of  John 
Williams. 

Melbourne. 


Mr.  Chomley  to 
Mr.  Blanchard. 
Melbourne. 
Affidavit  of  John 
Williams. 

Melbourne. 
Affidavit  of  W.J, 
Madden. 

Melbourne. 
Affidavit  of  Thos. 
Jackson. 

Melbourne. 


Mr.  Blanchard  to 
Gov.  Darling. 
Melbourne, 
Mr.WardetoMr, 
Blanchard. 

Melbourne. 

V — A  C — TI 


1865 

Feb.  6 

Feb.  2 

Feb.  3 

Feb.  4 

Feb.  4 

Feb.  4 

Feb.  4 

Feb.  3 

Feb.  9 

Feb.  10 

Feb.  10 

Feb.  11 

Feb.  11 

Feb.  9 

Feb.  8 

Feb.  13 

Feb.  13 


guns  used  for  making  captures  were  on 
the  Sea  King  when  she  left  Liverpool. 

Capture  of  the  Delphine;  the  Shenandoah 
and  Sea  King  are  tlie  same  vessel ;  was 
offered  $75  per  month  to  join  her. 

Capture  of  brig  Susan  ;  attempts  made  by  the 
Shenandoah  to  enlist  her  crew  and  officers. 

Capture  of  the  bark  De  Godfrey;  violence 
tliat  was  used  to  make  crew  join  the 
Shenandoah ;  she  and  the  Sea  King  are  the 
same  vessel. 

Kept  in  irons  for  ten  days ;  consents  to  vf ork 
on  the  Shenandoah  ;  had  been  a  sailor  on 
the  bark  Delphine. 

A  sailor  on  bark  Delphine;  kept  in  irons  ten 
days;  preferred  to  work  on  the  Shenan- 
doah. 

Carpenter  of  the  Delphine ;  threatened  to  be 
kept  in  irons  three  or  four  months ;  he  con- 
sented to  work  on  the  Shenandoah. 

A  sailor  on  the  Delphine ;  -forced  to  work  on 
the  Shenandoah. 

The  Sea  King  and  Shenandoah  are  the  same 
vessel. 

Affidavits  that  had  been  left  at  the  Crown 
law  officers',  to  show  the  true  character  of 
the  Shenandoah  and  in  support  of  his 
several  protests. 

Transmitting  affidavit  of  John  Williams  ; 
calling  his  particular  attention  to  the  fact 
that  there  were  several  concealed  men  on 
board  who  had  joined  at  Melbourne. 

Fifteen  or  twenty  men  concealed  on  board 
the  Shenandoah,  besides  three  others  not 
concealed,  and  who  wore  the  uniform  of  the 
ship,  who  had  joined  her  since  she  came  to 
Melbourne ;  he  had  cooked  for  them. 

Proceedings  will  be  taken,  provided  John 
Williams  can  give  sufficient  evidence  to 
support  the  charge  of  misdemeanor. 

Capture  of  the  bark  De  Godfrey ;  Shenandoah 
and  Sea  King  are  same  vessel. 


The  same 


Was  shipped  on  board  the  Laurel  by  Allen, 
chief  engineer  of  Fraser  &  Co.;  the  arming 
of  the  Shenandoah ;  the  cannon  used  in 
making  captures  did  not  come  out  on  the 
Laurel. 

Transmits  other  affidavits  in  support  of  his 
several  protests  as  to  the  real  character  of 
the  Shenandoah. 

The  matter  has  engaged  the  earnest  atten- 
tion of  the  colonial  government. 
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Mr.  Blanohard  to 
Gov.  Darling. 
Melbourne. 

Affidavit  of  Her- 
mann Wicke. 
Melbourne. 


Affidavit  of  F.  C. 
Behucke. 

Melbourne. 


Mr.  Blanohard  to 
Gov.  Darling. 
Melbourne. 


Mr.  Lyttleton  to 
Mr.Blancliard. 
Melbourne. 
Mr.  Blanohard  to 
Gov.  Darling. 
Melbourne. 


Affidavit  of  Mich- 
ael Cashmore. 
Melbourne. 
Affidavit  of  Johu 
B.  Lydserff. 

Melbourne. 
Mr.  Blanohard  to 
Governor  Dar- 
ling. 

Melbonrne. 
Affidavit  of  An- 
drew Forbes. 
Melbourne. 
Mr.  Blanohard  to 
Governor  Dar- 
ling. 

Melbourne. 


Mr.  Warde  to  Mr. 
Blanohard. 

Melbourne. 

Mr.  Blanohard  to 
Mr.  MoPhersou. 
Melbourne. 
Mr.  Warde  to  Mr. 
Blanohard. 

Melbourne. 


1865 
Feb.    14 


Feb.    14 


Feb.    14 


Feb.  15 

Feb.  15 

Feb.  17 

Feb.  16 

Feb.  15 

Feb.  17 

Feb.  17 

Feb.  13 

Feb.  17 

Feb.  18 

Feb.  20 


Sends  further  affidavits  in  support  of  his 
IJiotests,  tending  to  show  a  ooutinued  vio- 
lation of  law  by  persons  on  board  the 
Shenandoah. 

Capture  of  the  Alina;  he  had  shipped  on 
board  the  Shenandoah  lest  he  should  lose 
his  life;  ten  or  more  men  had  joined  the 
Shenandoah  since  she  was  at  Melbourne, 
and  were  ooncealed  on  board. 

Sailor  on  the  bark  Alina;  to  avoid  punish- 
ment he  had  joined  the  Shenandoah  at 
Melbourne ;  several  of  the  men  had  told 
hiru  that  they  would  sign  articles  as  soon 
as  she  got  outside ;  some  of  them  were 
at  work,  wearing  the  uniform  of  the  ship  ; 
fed  by  tile  quartermaster  of  the  ship  while 
concealed  in  the  forecastle. 

Summary  of  the  evidence  he  had  furnished 
him  in  regard  to  the  Shenandoah,  arguing 
that  she  was  not  entitled  to  enjoy  the 
ad  vantages  of  her  wrong-doing  in  a  British 
port ;  her  entering  there  constituted  a  new 
offense,  which  rendered  her  amenable  to 
the  local  jurisdiction. 

Arrest  of  four  men  who  were  making  their 
escape  from  the  Shenandoah  ;  asking  that 
they  may  be  identified. 

Had  learned  the  Shenandoah  was  taking  on 
board  300  tons  of  coal,  in  addition  to  the 
400  tons  she  then  had  on  hoard ;  she  was  a 
full-rigged  sailing  vessel,  steam  being  only 
auxiliary. 

Had  been  hailed  by  a  man  on  board  the 
Shenandoah,  who  told  him  that  he  had 
joined  that  morning. 

Had  bought  a  chronometer  from  an  officer 
on  board  the  Shenandoah,  and  had  a  bill 
and  receipt. 

Protesting  against  the  departure  of  the  She- 
nandoah with  men  furnished  her  in  this 
port,  whether  British  subjects  or  others ; 
inclosing  affidavits. 

Thomas  Evans  and  several  others  were  going 
to  join  the  Shenandoah  that  afternoon  at 
5  o'clock. 

Inclosing  affidavit  of  Andrew  Forbes ;  how 
he  had  been  treated  by  the  Crown  solicitor, 
who  positively  refused  to  receive  the  infor- 
mation he  was  prepared  to  lay  before  him, 
in  consequence  of  wliich  the  ends  of  justice 
had  been  defeated  and  the  neutrality  of  the 
port  violated. 

Under  instructions,  the  Shenandoah  was  al- 
lowed to  take  in  coal  sufficient  to  carry  her 
to  the  nearest  port  of  her  own  country,  or 
to  some  nearer  destination. 

Fears  that  he  had  in  regard  to  the  Shenan- 
doah. 

His  views  respecting  the  character  of  the 
Shenandoah  are  not  changed. 
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Mr.  Blanchard  to 
Mr.  Lord. 

Melbourne. 
Mr.  Lord  to  Mr, 
Blanchard. 

Melbourne. 


Mr.  AVarde  to  Mr. 
Blanchard. 

Melbourne 
Affidavit  of  Ed- 
ward P.  Nichols. 
Melbourne. 
Affidavit  of  Ed- 
ward T.  Lingo. 

Affidavit  of  Mary 
Lingo. 

Melbourne. 
The  Argus. 

Melbourne. 

Captain  "Waddell 
to  Sir  Charles 
Darling. 
Mr.  Francis  to 
Captain  Wad- 
deU. 

Melbourne. 
Captain  Waddell 
to  Mr.  Francis. 
Melbourne, 
Mr.    Francis     to 
Captain   Wad- 
dell. 

Melbourne. 
Langlands  Bros. 
&  Co.  to  Cap- 
tain Waddell. 
Melbourne. 
Mr.    Francis     to 
Captain  Wad- 
dell. 

Melbourne 
Captain  Waddell 
to  Mr.  Francis. 
Melbourne. 


Mr.  Francis  to 
Captain  Wad- 
dell. 

Melbourne. 

Captain  Waddell 
to  Mr.  Francis. 
Melbourne. 
Mr.    Francis     to 
Captain  Wad- 
dell. 

Melbourne. 


186.5 
Feb.    20 


Feb.  20 

Feb.  21 

Feb.  3 

Feb.  11 

Feb.  16 

Feb.  18 

iJan.  25 

Jan.  26 

.Jan.  28 

Jan.  30 

Jan.  30 

Jan.  31 

Feb.  1 

Feb.  1 

Feb.  1 

Feb.  7 


Asks  for  an  account  of  his  (Blanchard's)  in- 
terview with  the  Crown  solicitor. 

Consul  Blanchard's  interview  with  the  Crown 
solicitor;  other  attempts  that  Mr.  Blan- 
chard made  to  induce  the  governineut  to 
prevent  the  enlistment  of  men  on  board  the 
Shenandoah. 

Seeks  to  apologize  for  the  conduct  of  the 
Crown  solicitor. 

Capture  of  the  Delphine,  and  the  previous 
visit  of  the  Sea  King  to  Australia. 

Steward  of  the  Delphine  preferred  to  act  as 
servant  in  the  cabin  rather  than  to  go  in 
irons  on  board  the  Shenandoah. 

Sea  King  and  Shenandoah  are  same  vessel. .  - 


Printing  copy  of  a  correspondence  between 
the  authorities  at  Melbourne  and  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Sbenandoah. 

Asking  permission  to  make  necessary  repairs, 
and  to  coal. 

Granting  permission  to  make  repairs  and  to     639 
coal ;  asks  extent  of  needed  repairs. 


Information  as  to  what  repairs  will  be  needed ; 
more  serious  than  anticipated. 

A  board  has  been  appointed  to  examine  and 
report  whether  the  Shenandoah  is  now  in  a 
fit  state  to  proceed  to  sea. 

Repairs  they  think  necessary ;  time  to  accom- 
plish them. 


Permission  to  take  provisions  and  supplies  in 
such  quantities  as  may  be  reasonably  nec- 
essary. 

Appealing  to  his  excellency  for  further  in- 
structions to  those  employed  to  hurry  up 
the  work,  in  order  that  he,  in  the  spirit  of 
a  law-abiding  man,  may  he  about  his  coun- 
try's business. 

Has  received  a  report  from  the  board  in  re- 
gard to  the  repairs,  which  makes  it  neces- 
sary for  the  ship  to  go  on  the  patent  slip, 
which  was  formerly  owned  by  the  govern- 
ment, but  is  now  leased. 

Eeceipt  of  the  last  letter 


As  he  has  been  in  port  already  twelve  days, 
asks  him  to  name  a  day  when  he  will  be 
prepared  to  proceed  to  sea ;  the  governnient 
appliances  cannot  be  granted  toward  efl'ect- 
ing  the  repairs  of  the  Shenandoah. 


643 


643 
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Captain  "Waddell 
to  Mr.  Francis. 
Melbourne. 
Mr.    Francis     to 
Captain  Wad- 
dell. 

Melbourne. 
Captain  Waddell 
to  Mr.  Francis. 
Melbourne  Harbor. 
Mr.    Francis     to 
Captain  Wad- 
dell. 

Melbourne. 

Captain  Waddell 
to  Mr.  Francis. 
Melbourne  Harbor. 


Mr.  Standish   to 
Mr.  Beaver. 

Telegram. 
Captain  Waddell 
to  Mr.  Francis. 
Melbourne  Harbor, 
Mr.    Francis     to 
Captain  Wad- 
dell. 

Melbourne. 
Mr.    Francis     to 
Capt.  Waddell. 
Melbourne. 


Capt.  Waddell  to 
Mr.  Francis. 
Mel  bourne. 
Capt.  Waddell  to 
the      attorney- 
general. 

Melbourne. 
Herald. 

Melbourne, 

Herald. 

Melbourne, 


Age. 


Melbourne. 


1865 
Feb.      7 


Feb.  14 

Feb.  14 

Feb.  14 

Feb.  14 

Feb.  14 

Feb.  15 

Fob.  15 

Feb.  15 

Feb.  16 

Feb.  14 

Jan.  26 

Jan.  27 

Feb.  2 

Feb.  2 


Argus. 

Melbourne. 
From  aMelbonrue    Feb.    16 
paper,  dated —   I 


Cannot  name  a  day  for  proceeding  to  sea 
■with  the  ship  until  she  has  been  taken  on 
the  slip. 

Again  asks  him  to  state  more  definitely  -when 
he  will  be  in  a  position  to  proceed  to  sea. 

Without  some  nnforseen  accident,  he  shall 
proceed  to  sea  by  Sunday,  the  19th. 

As  he  has  refused  to  allow  the  execution  on 
board  of  the  Shenandoah  of  a  warrant,  the 
permission  granted  to  repair  and  take  sup- 
plies is  suspended  until  that  refusal  is  re- 
considered. 

Permission  to  search  the  ship  was  refused  for 
reasons  according  to  the  law  of  nations; 
there  are  no  persons  on  board  his  ship  ex- 
cept those  whose  names  are  on  the  ship's 
articles ;  enters  his  solemu  protest  against 
the  detention  of  the  Shenandoah. 

Orders  him  to  proceed  with  the  whole  of  the 
police  and  j)revent  the  launching  of  the 
Shenandoah. 

Having  heard  that  the  ship  had  heen  seized, 
wishes  to  be  informed  if  the  seizure  is  ap- 
proved by  the  governor. 

As  the  lessee  of  the  patent  slip  has  reported 
that  the  Shenandoah  may  be  in  danger, 
permission  to  launch  her  is  given. 

What  Her  Majesty's  government  have  done  in 
the  matter ;  it  appears  plain  as  a  matter  of 
fact  that  the  foreign  enlistment  act  was  in 
course  of  being  evaded,  though  he  (Wad- 
dell) had  reported  that  no  one  had  been 
enlisted  on  board  since  his  arrival ;  gives 
reason  for  the  release  of  his  ship. 

Seeks  to  explain  the  facts  in  regard  to  the 
four  men  found  on  board  the  Shenandoah. 

Asks  as  to  the  extent  of  British  jurisdiction... 


Arrival  of  the  Shenandoah  ;  gives  the  opinion 
that  she  will  not  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
port  more  than  forty-eight  hours. 

Extracts  from  English  papers,  showing  that 
the  Sea  King  and  Shenandoah  are  the  same 
vessel ;  the  reception  of  the  Shenandoah ; 
the  crowds  that  went  to  see  her  ;  a  descrip- 
tion of  her;  her  crew;  her  fitting  out  and 
captures. 

Debate  which  took  place  in  the  legislative 
assembly  on  February  1,  in  regard  to  the 
Shenandoah,  and  her  reception  at  Mel- 
bourne. 

The  same 


Excitement  on  the  alleged  seizure  of  the  She- 
nandoah;   debate  that  took  place  in  the 
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From  wbom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


1865 


Age.  Feb.    16 

Jlelbourne. 


Herald. 

Melbourne. 


Argus. 


Melbourne. 


Herald. 

Melbourne. 


Argus. 


Melbourne. 


Herald. 


Age. 


Melbourne. 


Melbourne. 


Herald. 

Melbourne. 

The  Times. 

London. 

Hunt's  "Cruise  of 
the  Shenan- 
doah." 

Mr.  Dudley  to 
Jlr.   Seward. 

Liverpool. 

Mr.  Bullock  to 
Captain  Wad- 
dell. 

Liverpool. 


Mr.     Mason     to 

Earl  Russell. 

Leamington. 

Mr.  Hammond  to 

Mr.  Mason. 

London. 
Circular       from 
Mr.  Cardwell. 
London. 
Mr.    Murray    to 
Mr.  Cardwell. 
London. 
Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 


Feb.  17 

Feb.  17 

Feb.  20 

Feb.  20 

Feb.  20 

Feb.  20 

Feb.  23 
April  13 


May    19 
June   19 

June  20 

June  22 

July  12 

Aug.  16 

Aug.  23 


legislative  assembly  relating  thereto,  giv- 
ing particularly  the  statement  made  by 
the  chief  secretary,  Mr.  McCuUoch. 

Debate  which  took  place  February  15,  1865, 
in  legislative  council,  in  regard  to  the  seiz- 
ure of  the  Shenandoah. 

Examination  before  the  police  court  of  "  Char- 
ley," and  others,  for  enlisting  on  board  the 
Shenandoah  ;  the  crew  of  the  Shenandoah 
•were  busily  engaged  taking  in  coal ;  it  is 
understood  she  will  leave  to-morrow. 

Statement  and  correspondence  relative  to  the 
eulistnients  on  board  the  Shenandoah  ;  she 
has  taken  over  two  hundred  tons  of  coal ; 
will  take  at  least  two  more  days  to  com- 
plete the  stores;  not  certain  that  Captain 
Waddell  will  wait  for  that. 

The  sailing  of  the  Shenandoah  ;  her  commu- 
nication with  the  Sir  Isaac  Newton  ;  rumor 
that  sbd  had  shipped  about  eighty  men  just 
prior  to  leaving. 

Extent  of  repairs  to  the  Shenandoah  ;  a  large 
number  of  men  found  their  way  on  board. 

Sailing  of  the  Shenandoah  ;  her  communica- 
tion with  the  "  Sir  Isaac  Newton  ;"  there  is 
no  doubt  that  she  has  taken  away  with  her 
several  men  ;  report  says  so. 

Shenandoah  has  left  with  some  eighty  men, 
shipped  just  prior  to  sailing ;  information 
that  the  police  received. 

Proceedings  of  the  legislative  council  at  Mel- 
bourne relative  to  the  seizure  of  the  Shen- 
andoah. 

Extract  from  a  letter ;  long  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  Melbourne  relative  to  the  Shen- 
andoah. 

Why  the  Shenandoah  went  to  Melbourne; 
what  repairs  she  needed  ;  what  was  obtain- 
ed ;  how  she  was  welcomed. 

Orders  sent  from  London  to  the  Shenandoah 
to  return  to  England. 

Announces  the  surrender  of  General  Lee  ;  or- 
ders him  to  stop  cruising,  to  discharge  the 
crew  with  due  regard  to  their  safety,  and 
their  facility  for  returning  to  their  respect- 
ive homes,  advising  all  of  them  to  come  to 
Europe. 

Inclosing  copy  of  above  letter,  and  asking 
that  it  may  be  transmitted  by  Her  Majesty's 
government  to  various  points  indicated. 

Consents  to  transmit  the  letter  of  Captain 
Bullock  as  desired. 

Forward  Mr.  Mason's  letter  to  the  commander 
of  the  Shenandoah. 

Suggesting  that  it  will  be  proper  to  detain  the 
Shenandoah  in  any  British  port. 

Incloses  Mr  .Mason's  letter  in  the  Times,  which 
shows  how  completely  the  Shenandoah  has 
been  and  still  is  an  English  vessel.  Captain 
Corbett  still  remains  untried. 
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IITSURGENT   CRUISERS. 
THE  SHENANDOAH— Continued. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Mr.  Cardwell  to 
all  colonial  au- 
thoritiea. 

London. 
Mr.  Wilding    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Liverpool. 
Earl    Clarendon 
to  Mr.  Adams. 
London. 
Captain  Waddell 
to  Earl  Russell. 
River  Mersey. 
Mr.     Adams     to 
Earl  Clarendon. 
London. 
Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Liverpool. 
W.  A.  Temple,  af- 
fidavit of. 

Liverpool. 


1865 
Sept.     7 


Nov.  7 

Nov.  11 

Nov.  6 

Nov.  14 

Dec.  18 

Dec.  6 


Margaret  Mar- 
shal, aiBdavit 
of. 

Liverpool. 


Dec.    11 


Detain  the  Shenandoah  hy  force,  if  necessary; 
at  all  events  prohibit  supplies  of  any  de- 
scription ;  give  her  no  supplies  whatever 
for  going  to  sea. 

Shenandoah  has  ari'ived,  confederate  flag  fly- 
ing.    Other  circumstances. 

Circumstances  under  which  the  crew  of  the 
Shenandoah  were  allowed  to  go  at  large. 

Announcing  the  arrival  of  the  Shenandoah, 
and  surrendering  her  to  the  English  gov- 
ernment. 

Reception  of  the  Shenandoah ;  disappoint- 
ment at  the  manner  in  which  her  crew  had 
been  released. 

Inclosing  affidavits  of  William  A.  Temple 
and  Margaret  Marshall,  and  stating  what 
is  proved  by  them. 

Shipping  on  the  Sea  King ;  her  arming  from 
the  Laurel;  her  crew,  and  captures  until  she 
reached  Melbourne.  Her  reception  and  re- 
pairs there;  when  she  left  there  were  fifty 
or  sixty  persons  on  board  as  stowaways,  so 
known  to  the  ofiQcers  on  board  ;  Shenan- 
doah was  coaled  by  the  ship  John  Eraser, 
from  Liverpool,  sent  out  with  coal  expressly 
for  her ;  the  destruction  of  whalers  by  the 
Shenandoah  after  she  left  Melbourne,  and 
after  Captain  Waddell  had  heard  that  Gen- 
eral Lee  had  surrendered ;  the  voyage 
home ;  the  reception  at  Liverpool ;  the  way 
in  which  the  crew  were  released.  Full  list 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Shenandoah. 

She  received  monthly  payments  at  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.'s,  on  her  husband's  half- 
pay  order  while  he  was  away  on  the  Shen- 
andoah as  fireman. 


THE  CHICKAMAUGA,  OTHERWISE   CALLED  EDITH. 


Mr.  Chase  to  Mr. 
Morse. 

London. 
Mr.  Morse  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London. 
Mr.  Morse  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London. 
Mr.  Chase  to  Mr. 
Morse. 

London. 
United  States  con- 
sul, (extract.) 
Falmouth. 
Mr.  Allen  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Bermuda. 
Mr.  Allen  to  Mr 
Seward. 

Bermuda. 


1864 
Mar.      4 

Mar. 

8 

Mar. 

11 

Mar. 

11 

Mar. 

14 

June 

20 

June 

30 

The  Edith  (double  screw)  is  entered  for  Ber- 
muda. 

The  Edith  is  taking  in  heavy  square  cases ; 
will  sail  soon. 

The  Edith,  the  ninth  double-screw  steamer 
built  for  the  rebels,  has  sailed. 

The  Edith  had  on  board  four  suspicious  cases ; 
cleared  for  Bermuda. 


The  Edith  has  arrived,  for  Bermuda 

The  Edith  has  arrived  ;  now  in  quarantine.. 
The  Edith  released ;  sailed  for  Wilmington 


THK    TALLAHASSEE. 
THE  CHICKAMAUGA— Continued. 
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No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Suhject. 

6 

1864 

144 

Mr.  Allen  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Bermuda. 

Nov.     7 

Eehel  war  vessel  Edith  has  arrived ;  has  de- 
stroyed six  vessels. 

725 

146 

Mr.  Allen  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Bermuda. 

Nov.    16 

The  Chickamauga,  late  the  blockade-running 
steamer  Edith,  was  allowed  a  week  for  re- 
pairs, having  about  one  hundred  tons  of 
coal ;  she  received  an  additional  amount. 

725 

Extract  from  pri- 
vate journal 

Chickamauga  nine  days  at  Bermuda  ;  took  in 
seventy-five  tons  of  coal ;  returns  to  Wil- 

705 

ofMidshipman 

mington  ;  Tallahassee  had  just  arrived ;  put 

Clarence  Gary, 

out  of  commission,  and  loaded  with  cotton. 

of  the  Chicka- 

mauga. 

THE  TALLAHASSEE,  OTHERWISE  CALLED  THE  ATLANTA,  THE  OLUSTEE, 

OR  THE  CHAMELEON. 


1864 

167 

Mr.  Morse  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

London. 

Mar.    31 

Insurgents  active  on  the  Thames ;   another 
double  screw,  the  Atlanta,  quite  ready  to 
leave. 

727 

Mr.  Chase  to  Mr. 

April    1 

Edith  and  Atlanta  the  finest  double  screws. .. 

727 

Morse. 

London. 

Mr.  Chase  to  Mr. 

April    8 

The  Atlanta  has  cleared  for  Bermuda 

727 

Morse. 

London. 

110 

Mr.  Allen  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Bermuda. 

April  20 

The  Atlanta,  Captain  Horner,  (Englishman,) 
has  arrived,  eleven  days  from  England ; 
very  fast. 

728 

116 

Mr.  Allen  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Bermuda. 

May    30 

The  Atlanta  has  left,  probably  for  Wilming- 
ton. 

728 

113 

Mr.   Jackson    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Halifax. 

Aug.    19 

Arrival  of  the  insurgent  steamer  Tallahassee, 
formerly  blockade-runner  Atlanta.  The  reb- 
els have  established  a  coal  depot  here. 

728 

Commander  Wood 

Aug.    31 

Oflicial  report  of  the  first  cruise  of  the  Talla- 

729 

to  Mr.  Mallory. 

hassee  ;  goes  to  Halifax  for  coal ;  obtains  125 

Richmond. 

1871 

tons.    Incloses  correspondence  of  Governor 
Maodonnell  and  list  of  captured  vessels. 

Theodore     Bore- 

Aug.   22 

Circumstances  of  capture  of  the  ship  Arcole, 

732 

ham,   affidavit 

on  Uie  3d  of  November,  1864,  by  the  Talla- 

of. 

hassee,  alias  Olustee,  (this  was  the  second 

New  York. 

1864 

cruise  of  the  Tallahassee.) 

148 

Mr.  Allen  to  Mr. 
Sbward. 

Bermuda. 

Nov.    28 
1865 

The  Chickamauga,  late  Edith,  and  the  Talla- 
hassee, late  Atlanta,  had  arrived  at  Wil- 
mington,  and  having  landed   their  guns 
were  loading  with  cotton. 

733 

155 

Mr.  Allen  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Bermuda. 

Jan.     13 

Arrival  from  Wilmington  of  the  insurgent 
steamer  late  the  Tallahassee,  formerly  the 
Atlanta,  now  the  Chameleon,  under  com- 
mand of  Wilkinson,  who  commanded  the 
Chickamauga. 

733 

Mr.     Adams     to 

April  12 

Transmitting  Mr.  Dudley's  letter  saying  the 

734 

Earl  Russell. 

Tallahassee  had  arrived  at  Liverpool  under 

London. 

the  confederate  flag,  and  had  gone  into  the 
Birkenhead  dock. 

Earl    Russell  to 

April  27 

Chameleon  is  apparently  a  merchant  vessel. 

734 

Mr.  Adams. 

and  cannot  be  refused  permission  to  dis- 

London. 

charge  and  deliver  her  cargo  at  Liverpool. 

LXXII 


INSURGENT    CRUISEES. 
THE  RETRIBUTION. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Thomas  Sampson, 
affidavit  of. 

New  York. 
Moses  Taylor  & 
Co.,  memorial  of. 
New  York. 

Isaac  R.  Staples, 
affidavit  of. 

New  York. 
Washington  Case, 
affidavit  of. 
Provinoetown. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 
Washington. 
Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 
Washington. 
Lord   Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 
Washington. 
Governor  Bayley 
to  Lord  Lyons. 
Nassau. 
Mr.  Burnside  to 
Hon.  Mr.  Nes- 
hitt. 
Matthewtown, 

Inagna. 
Mr.     Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 
Washington. 
Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 
Washington. 
Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 
Washington. 
Governor  Bayley 
to      Duke      of 
Newcastle. 

Nassau. 


Date. 


1887 
Jan.    31 


Mar.    13 

1871 
Sept.     5 

Sept.     2 

1833 
April    4 

April    7 

June   13 

June     6 

April  20 

June  24 
June  30 
Nov.  2 
Aug.   22 


Subject. 


History  of  the  Retribution,  and  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  brig  Emily  Fisher  by  her. 

Circumstances  under  which  the  Brig  Emily 
Fisher  was  captured  by  the  Retribution. 


Was  captain  of  the  bark  Emily  Fisher ;  gives 
particulars  of  her  capture  and  destruction 
of  her  cargo. 

Captain  of  the  schooner  Hanover ;  particulars 
ot  her  capture  by  the  Retribution. 


Calling  his  attention  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  Hanover  had  been  taken 
to  Long  Cay  as  a  prize  of  the  Retribution. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  Mr.  Seward's  note 
of  the  4th  instant. 

Transmits  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  Bahamas  in  reference  to  the 
Hanover. 

Transmits  a  report  from  the  resident  magis- 
trate of  Inagua  in  reference  to  the  Hano- 
ver. 

Circumstances  under  which  the  Hanover  was 
brought  to  Long  Cay  and  allowed  to  go  out 
therefrom. 


Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  his  last  note ; 

the  information  therein   contained  is  not 

deemed  conclusive. 
Further  inquiries  shall  be  made 


Measures  that  have  been  taken  to  punish  the 
fraud  practiced  in  regard  to  the  Hanover. 

Action  he  has  taken  to  punish  Vernon  Locke 
in  the  matter  of  the  Hanover. 


CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

"ALABAMA  CLAIMS,"  AND  SUBSEQUE'NT  TO  THE  REJECTION 

OP  THE  JOHNSON-CLARENDON  CONVENTION 

SIGNED  JANUARY  14,  1869. 


2Ir.  Fish  to  3[r.  Motley. 

Xo.  3.]         '  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  May  15,  1869. 

Sir  :  Among  the  matters  that  were  the  subject  of  negotiation  be- 
tween your  immediate  predecessor  and  Her  Majesty's  secretai'y  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs  was  a  proposed  convention  for  the  regulation  of  the 
citizenship  of  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  respective  countries  emi- 
grating to  the  territories  of  the  other. 

These  negotiations  resulted  in  a  protocol,  signed  on  the  9th  day  of 
October,  1868,  showing  the  principles  agreed  upon  by  the  two  powers 
upon  the  question  of  naturalization.  But  inasmuch  as  legislation  was 
necessary  in  Great  Britain  to  carry  these  principles  into  operation,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  protocol  should  not  take  effect  until  such  legislation 
could  be  had.  ^ 

Inclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th 
ultimo,  advising  and  consenting  to  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty,  upon  the 
basis  of  the  above-named  protocol,  and  also  full  powers  authorizing  you, 
when  the  necessary  legislation  shall  be  had,  to  execute,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  a  convention  embodying  the  principles  contained  in  the 
protocol. 

On  the  14tli  day  of  January,  1869,  Mr.  Johnson  and  Lord  Olarendoa 
signed,  in  London,  a  joint  convention  referring  to  arbitration  the  water 
boundary  under  article  I  of  the  treaty  of  June  15,  1846.  On  the  30th 
January  last  the  President  transmitted  the  convention  to  the  Senate, 
and  it  was  made  the  subject  of  consideration  in  that  body ;  but  the  Sen- 
ate has  adjourned  without  comiug  to  a  vote  on  the  same.  You  will 
please  communicate  this  fact  to  Lord  Clarendon,  and  say  that,  in  the 
usual  order  of  business,  it  will  be  before  the  Senate  again  on  its  reas- 
sembling in  December  next. 

Your  predecessor  has  already  been  directed  to  notify  Lord  Clarendon 
that  the  Senate  has  refused  its  advice  and  consent  to  the  ratification  of 
the  convention  signed  at  London  on  the  14th  January  last,  for  the  set- 
tlement of  all  outstanding  claims. 

Under  some  circumstances,  the  announcement  made  to  your  prede- 
cessor of  the  rejection  of  this  convention  might  be  sufficient.  But  the 
magnitude  of  the  claims  involved,  and  the  gravity  of  the  questions  de- 
pending between  the  two  governments,  require  more  than  the  mere  an- 
nouncement, to  which  the  delicacy  of  his  own  relation  to  the  negotiation 
limited  the  direction  to  him. 

This  Government,  in  rejecting  the  recent  convention,  abandons  neither 
its  own  claims  nor  those  of  its  citizens,  nor  the  hope  of  an  early,  satis- 
factory, and  friendly  settlement  of  the  questions  depending  between  the 
two  governments.  You  will  so  say  to  Lord  Clarendon,  and,  in  your  dis- 
cretion, you  may  further  proceed  to  communicate  the  views  given  below. 


2  CORRESPONDENCE    SUBSEQUENT   TO    THE 

The  terms  of  the  convention,  having  by  accident  become  known  to 
the  public  in  this  country  before  the  action  upon  it  by  the  Senate,  -were 
disapproved  by  the  people  with  an  approach  to  unanimity  tliat  fore- 
shadowed, possibly,  even  a  less  favorable  vote  on  the  question  of  its 
ratification  than  was  actually  given. 

This  adverse  judgment,  while  unanimous,  or  nearly  so,  in  its  con- 
clusion, was  not  reached  by  any  single  train  of  argument,  nor  from  any 
one  stand-point  of  policj',  nor  with  any  single  standard  of  estimate  of 
the  claims  either  of  the  nation  or  of  its  citizens,  nor  with  the  same  de- 
gree of  importance  attached  to  various  points  that  have  been  discussed 
in  the  correspondence  referred  to  in  the  convention.  Various  sources 
furnished  currents  running  through  differing  and  widely-separated 
channels,  but  meeting  to  form  one  common  stream  of  thought. 

Both  with,  the  people  and  in  the  Senate,  different  minds,  viewing  it 
from  different  stand-points,  each  measuring  by  its  own  standard,  and 
judging  in  its  own  way,  arrived  at  the  one  conclusion. 

The  time  and  the  circumstances  under  which  the  convention  was 
negotiated  were  very  unfavorable  to  its  acceptance  either  by  the  people 
or  the  Senate. 

The  nation  had  just  emerged  from  its  periodical  choice  of  a  chief 
magistrate,  and  having  changed  the  depository  of  its  confidence  and  its 
power,  looked  with  no  favor  on  an  attempt  at  the  settlement  of  the  great 
and  grave  questions  depending,  by  those  on  the  eve  of  retiring  from 
power,  without  consulting  or  considering  the  views  of  the  ruler  recently 
intrusted  with  their  confidence,  and  without  communication  with  the 
Senate,  to  whose  approval  the  treaty  would  be  constitutionally  submitted, 
or  with  any  of  its  members. 

It  is  wholly  unnecessary  to  say  to  statesmen  of  the  intelligence  which 
always  marks  those  of  the  British  Empire,  that  the  rejection  of  a  treaty 
by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  implies  no  act  of  discourtesy  to  the 
government  with  which  the  treaty  may  have  been  negotiated.  The 
United  States  can  enter  into  no  treaty  without  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate;  and  that  advice  and  consent,  to  be  intelligent,  must  be 
discriminating;  and  their  refusal  can  be  no  subject  of  complaint,  and 
can  give  no  occasion  for  dissatisfaction  or  criticism. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  1803,  a  convention  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  for  settling  the  boundaries  on  our  northeastern  and 
northwestern  frontiers  was  signed  at  London  by  Mr.  Eufus  King  and 
Lord  Hawksburg,  on  the  part  of  their  respective  governments,  an^  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  by  President  Jefferson,  with  a  message  of  the  24th 
of  October  in  that  year.  The  Senate  approved  of  the  convention,  but 
upon  the  condition  that  the  fifth  article  should  be  expunged,  a  condition 
which  was  never  complied  with. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1806,  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinckney,  on  our 
part,  signed  at  London  a  treaty  of  amity,  commerce  and  navigation  with 
Great  Britain.  This  instrument  was  not  acceptable  to  President  Jeffer- 
son, as  it  contained  no  article  providing  for  the  security  of  United  States 
seamen  from  imjjressment.  Consequently  the  treaty  was  never  even  laid 
before  the  Senate  for  its  consideration. 

A  convention  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade  was 
signed  at  London  on  the  13th  of  March,  and  submitted  to  the  Senate  by 
President  Monroe,  with  a  message  of  the  21st  of  May,  1824.  This  con- 
vention, also,  was  approved  by  the  Senate,  with  conditions,  which  were 
not  accepted  by  Great  Britain. 

Upon  one  point  the  President  and  the  Senate  and  the  overwhelming 
mass  of  the  people  are  convinced,  namely:  that  the  convention,  from  its 
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character  and  terms,  or  from  the  time  of  its  negotiation  or  from  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  its  negotiation,  would  not  have  removed  the  sense 
of  existing  grievance ;  would  not  have  afforded  real  substantial  satisfac- 
tion to  the  people;  would  not  have  proved  a  hearty,  cordial  settlement 
of  pending  questions,  but  would  have  left  a  feeling  of  dissatisfaction 
inconsistent  with  the  relations  which  the  President  desires  to  have 
firmly  established  between  the  two  great  nations  of  common  origin,  com- 
mon language,  common  literature,  common  interests  and  objects  in  the 
advancement  of  the  civilization  of  the  age. 

The  President  believes  the  rejection  of  the  convention  to  have  been 
in  the  interest  of  peace,  and  in  the  direction  of  a  more  perfect  and  cor- 
dial friendship  between  the  two  countries,  and  in  this  belief  he  fully 
approves  the  action  of  the  Senate.  That  action  is  quite  recent,  and  has 
been  the  cause  of  some  excitement  and  popular  discussion  on  both  sides 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  possibly  of  some  little  disappointment,  if  not  of 
irritation,  in  England.  The  tone  of  the  press  and  the  proclaimed  opin- 
ions of  some  public  men  in  each  country  suggest  that  the  present  is  not 
the  most  hopeful  moment  to  enter  upon  a  renewed  discussion,  either  of 
the  objections  to  the  lately  proposed  convention,  or  of  the  basis  of  a 
renewed  negotiation.  A  suspension  of  the  discussion  on  these  questions 
for  a  short  time  (but  in  communicating  with  Lord  Clarendon  you  will 
be  particular  to  assure  him  that  the  desire  on  our  part  is  that  this  sus- 
pension be  limited  to  the  shortest  possible  time  consistent  with  its 
object)  will  allow  the  subsidence  of  any  excitement  or  irritation  grow- 
ing out  of  the  negotiation  or  of  the  rejection  of  the  treaty — will  enable 
the  two  governments  to  approach  the  more  readily  to  a  solution  of  their 
differences. 

The  President  hopes  that  Her  Majesty's  government  will  view  the 
propriety  of  the  suspension  in  the  same  light  in  which  he  proposes  it, 
as  wholly  in  the  interest  and  solely  with  a  view  to  an  early  and  friendly 
settlement  of  the  questions  between  the  two  governments. 

He  hopes  that  when  the  question  shall  again  be  considered,  it  may 
comport  with  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  government  to  embrace  within 
the  scope  of  the  negotiation  some  agreement  by  the  two  governments, 
defining  their  respective  rights  and  duties  as  neutrals  in  case  the  other 
government  becomes  unfortunately  involved  in  war  with  a  third  power. 

The  absence  of  some  agreement  or  definition  on  this  subject  was  among 
the  causes  leading  to  the  rejection  of  the  recent  convention,  under 
which,  had  it  been  adopted  by  the  two  countries,  none  of  the  grave 
questions  which  have  arisen  would  have  been  passed  upon  by  a  tribunal 
whose  decision  either  party  (much  less  other  nations)  would  regard  as 
authority,  so  as  to  prevent  repetition  or  retaliation.  It  might,  indeed, 
well  have  occurred  in  the  event  of  the  selection  by  lot  of  the  arbitrator 
or  umpire  in  different  cases,  involving,  however,  precisely  the  same 
principles,  that  different  awards,  resting  upon  antagonistic  principles, 
might  have  been  made. 

If,  however,  the  two  great  leading  maritime  commercial  nations  of 
the  world  establish  a  rule  to  govern  themselves,  each  with  respect  to 
the  other,  they  may  reasonably  hope  that  theii:  conclusion  will  be 
accepted  by  the  other  pov^'ers,  and  will  become  for  the  future  recognized 
as  a  part  of  the  public  law  of  the  civilized  world. 

The  President  recognizes  the  right  of  every  power,  when  a  civil  con- 
flict has  arisen  within  another  state,  and  has  attained  a  sufficient  com- 
plexity, magnitude,  and  completeness,  to  define  its  own  relations  and 
those  of  its  citizens  and  subjects  toward  the  parties  to  the  conflict,  so 
far  as  their  rights  and  interests  are  necessarily  affected  by  the  conflict. 
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The  necessity  and  the  propriety  of  the  original  concession  of  belliger- 
ency by  Great  Britain  at  the  time  it  was  made  have  been  contested  and 
are  not  admitted.  They  certainly  are  questionable,  but  the  President 
regards  that  concession  as  a  part  of  the  case  only  so  far  as  it  shows  the 
beginning  and  the  animus  of  that  course  of  conduct  which  resulted  so 
disastrously  to  the  United  States.  It  is  important,  in  that  it  foreshadows 
subsequent  events. 

There  were  other  powers  that  were  contemporaneous  with  England 
in  similar  concession,  but  it  was  in  England  only  that  the  concession  was 
supplemented  by  acts  causing  direct  damage  to  the  United  States.  The 
President  is  careful  to  make  this  discrimination,  because  he  is  anxious 
as  much  as  possible  to  simplify  the  case,  and  to  bring  into  view  these 
subsequent  acts,  which  are  so  important  to  determining  the  question 
between  the  two  countries. 

You  will,  therefore,  be  pleased,  in  your  social  and  private  intercourse 
and  conversation,  as  well  as  when  it  becomes  necessary  in  your  ofScial 
conversation  and  intercourse,  to  adopt  this  view  of  the  issuance  of  the 
declaration  of  neutrality  by  Great  Britain,  and  the  other  powers,  and  to 
place  the  cause  of  grievance  against  Great  Britain,  not  so  much  upon 
the  issuance  of  her  recognition  of  the  insurgents'  state  of  war,  but  upon 
her  conduct  under,  and  subsequent  to,  such  recognition.  And  it  is 
desirable  that  you  avail  yourself  of  early  and  suitable  occasion,  in  your 
social  intercourse  with  the  representatives  of  other  powers  which  made 
similar  recognition,  to  let  them  understand  the  position  of  this  Govern- 
ment on  that  question,  and  that  the  United  States  make  such  recogni- 
tion by  them  no  ground  of  complaint. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


HAMILTON  PISH. 


J.  LoTHKOP  Motley,  Esq.,  (fee,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Mr.  Motley. 

No.  70.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  25,  1869. 

Sir  :  When  you  left  here  upon  your  mission,  the  moment  was  thought 
not  to  be  the  most  hopeful  to  enter  upon  renewed  discussion  or  nego- 
tiation with  the  government  of  Great  Britain  on  the  subject  of  the  claims 
of  this  Government  against  that  of  Her  Majesty,  and  you  were  instructed 
to  convey  to  Lord  Clarendon  the  opinion  of  the  President  that  a  sus- 
pension of  the  discussion  for  a  short  period  might  allow  the  subsidence 
of  any  excitement  or  irritation  growing  out  of  events  then  recent,  and 
might  enable  the  two  governments  to  approach  more  readily  to  a  solution 
of  their  differences. 

You  have  informed  me  that  Lord  Clarendon  saw  no  objection  to  this 
course,  and  agreed  with  you  that  it  would  be  well  to  give  tiaie  for  emo- 
tions which  had  been  excited  of  late  to  subside.  The  President  is  in- 
clined to  believe  that  sufficieiit  time  may  have  now  elapsed  to  allow 
subsidence  of  those  emotions,  and  that  thus  it  may  be  opportune  and 
convenient  at  the  present  conjuncture  to  place  in  your  hands,  for  appro- 
priate use,  a  dispassionate  expQsition  of  the  just  causes  of  complaint  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  against  that  of  Great  Britain. 

In  order  to  do  this  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  it  is  necessary  to  go  back 
to  the  very  beginning  of  the  acts  and  events  which  have  in  their  pro- 
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gress  and  consummation  so  mucli  disturbed  the  otherwise  amicable 
relations  of  the  two  governments. 

When,  in  the  winter  of  1860  and  1861,  certain  States  of  the  American 
IJnion  undertook  by  ordinances  of  secession  to  separate  themselves 
from  the  others,  and  to  constitute  of  their  own  volition,  and  by  force,  a 
new  and  independent  republic  under  the  name  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  there  existed  as  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
a  condition  of  profound  peace ;  their  political  relations  were  professedly 
and  apparently  of  the  most  friendly  character,  and  their  commercial 
and  financial  relations  were  as  close  and  intimate  in  fact  as  they 
seemed  to  be  cordial  in  spirit,  such  as  became  the  two  great,  liberal, 
progressive,  and  maritime  and  commercial  powers  of  the  world,  as- 
sociated as  they  were  by  strong  ties  of  common  interest,  language,  and 
tradition. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  had  no  reason  to  presume  that 
the  amicable  sentiments  of  the  British  government  would  be  diminished, 
or  otherwise  prejudicially  affected  by  the  occurrence  of  domestic  insur- 
rection within  the  United  States,  any  more  than  those  of  the  latter  had 
been  impaired  by  the  occurrence  of  insurrection  in  British  India,  or 
might  be  impaired  by  such  occurrence  elsewhere  in  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain.  Least  of  all  could  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
anticipate  hostility  toward  it,  and  special  friendship  for  the  insurgents 
of  the  seceding  States,  in  view  of  the  inducements  and  objects  of  that 
insurrection,  which  avowedly,  and  as  every  statesman,  whether  in  Europe 
or  America,  well  knew,  and  as  the  very  earliest  mention  of  the  insurrec- 
tion in  the  House  of  Commons  indicated,  were  the  secure  establishment 
of  a  perpetual  and  exclusive  slaveholding  republic.  In  such  a  contest 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  was  entitled  to  expect  the  earnest 
good- will,  sympathy,  and  moral  support  of  Great  Britain. 

It  was  with  painful  astonishment,  therefore,  that  the  United  States 
Government  received  information  of  the  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment, which  had  already  been  made  on  the  sixth  day  of  May,  1861, 
and  was  announced  on  that  day,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  by  her  min- 
isters, and  was  followed  by  the  issue  on  the  13th  of  May,  1861,  of  a 
proclamation,  which,  in  effect,  recognized  the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent 
power,  and  raised  them  to  the  same  level  of  neutral  right  with  the 
United  States. 

The  President  does  not  deny,  on  the  contrary  he  maintains,  that  every 
sovereign  power  decides  for  itself,  on  its  responsibility,  the  question 
whether  or  not  it  will,  at  a  given  time,  accord  the  status  of  belligerency 
to  the  insurgent  subjects  of  another  power,  as  also  the  larger  question 
of  the  independence  of  such  subjects,  and  their  accession  to  the  family 
of  sovereign  States. 

But  the  rightfulness  of  such  an  act  depends  on  the  occasion  and  the 
circumstances,  and  it  is  an  act,  like  the  sovereign  act  of  war,  which  the 
morality  of  the  public  law  and  practice  requires  should  be  deliberate, 
seasonable,  and  just,  in  reference  to  surrounding  facts ;  national  belliger- 
ency, indeed,  like  national  independence,  being  but  an  existing  fact 
officially  recognized  as  such ;  without  which  such  a  declaration  is  only 
the  indirect  manifestation  of  a  particular  line  of  policy. 

The  precipitancy  of  the  declaration  of  the  Queen's  government,  or,  as 
Mr.  Bright  characterized  it,  "the  remarkable  celerity,  undue  and  un- 
friendly haste"  with  which  it  was  macle,  appears  in  its  having  been  de- 
termined on  the  6th  of  May,  four  days  prior  to  the  arrival  in  London  of 
any  official  knowledge  of  the  President's  proclamation  of  April  19, 
1861,  by  reference  to  which  the  Queen's  proclamation  has  since,  been  dC' 
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fended,  and  that  it  was  actually  signed  on  the  13th  of  May,  the  very 
day  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  new  American  minister,  as  if  in 
the  particular  aim  of  forestalling  and  preventing  explanations  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States. 

The  prematureness  of  the  measure  is  further  shown  by  the  very  tenor 
of  the  proclamation,  which  sets  forth  its  own  reason,  namely :  "  Whereas 
hostilities  have  unhappily  commenced  between  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  America  and  certain  States  styling  themselves  the 
Confederate  States  of  America."  Moreover,  it  is  not  pretended  by  the 
proclamation  that  warexists,  but  only  a  "  contest,"  in  reference  to  which 
it  is  not  unimportant  to  note  that  the  language  used  is  such  as  would 
fitly  apply  to  parties  wholly  independent  one  of  the  other,  so  as  thus  to 
negative,  or  to  suppress  at  least,  the  critical  circumstance,  that  this  bare 
commencement  of  hostilities,  this  incipient  contest,  was  a  mere  domestic 
act  of  insurrection  within  the  United  States. 

But  that  which  conclusively  shows  the  unseasonable  precipitancy  of 
the  measure  is  the  fact  tliat  on  that  day.  May  13, 1861,  and  indeed  until 
long  afterward,  not  a  battle  had  been  fought  between  the  insurgents 
and  the  United  States,  nor  a  combat  even,  save  the  solitary  and  isolated 
attack  on  Fort  Sumter.  Did  such  a  bare  commencement  of  hostilities 
constitute  belligerency  1    Plainly  not. 

There  was  at  that  time  no  such  thing  as  a  population  elevated  into 
force,  and  by  the  prosecution  of  war,  which  Mr.  Canning  points  out  as 
the  test  of  belligerent  condition.  The  assumed  belligerency  of  the  in- 
surgents was  a  fiction,  a  war  on  paper  only,  not  in  the  field,  like  a  paper 
blockade ;  the  anticipation  of  supposed  belligerency  to  come,  but  which 
might  never  have  come  if  not  thus  anticipated  and  encouraged  by  the 
Queen's  government. 

Indeed,  as  forcibly  put  by  Mr.  Adams,  the  Queen's  declaration  had 
the  effect  of  creating  posterior  belligerency,  instead  of  merely  acknowl- 
edging an  actual  fact ;  and  that  belligerency,  so  far  as  it  was  maritime, 
proceeding  from  the  ports  of  great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  alone, 
with  aid  and  cooperation  of  subjects  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  other 
European  powers,  had  repeatedly  had  occasion  to  consider  this  question 
in  all  its  bearing. 

It  was  perceived  that  the  recognition  of  belligerency  on  the  part 
of  insurgents,  although  not  so  serious  an  act  as  the  recognition  of 
independence,  yet  might  well  be  prejudicial  to  the  legitimate  govern- 
ment, and  therefore  be  regarded  by  it  as  an  act  of  unfriendliness.  It 
was  a  step,  therefore,  to  be  taken  with  thoughtfulness,  and  with  due 
regard  to  exigent  circumstances.  Governments  had  waited  months, 
sometimes  years,  in  the  face  of  actual  hostilities,  without  taking  this 
step.  But  circumstances  might  arise  to  call  for  it.  A  ship  of  the  in- 
surgents might  appear  in  the  port  of  the  neutral,  or  a  collision  might 
occur  at  sea,  imposing  on  the  neutral  the  necessity  to  act;  or  actual 
hostilities  might  have  continued  to  rage  in  the  theater  of  insurgent 
war,  combat  after  combat  might  have  been  fought  for  such  a  period  of 
time,  a  mass  of  men  may  have  engaged  in  actual  war  until  they  should 
have  acquired  the  consistency  of  military  power,  to  repeat  the  idea  of 
Mr.  Canning,  so  as  evidently  to  constitute  the  fact  of  belligerency,  and 
to  justify  the  recognition  by  the  neutral ;  or  the  nearness  of  the  seat  of 
hostilities  to  the  neutral  may  compel  the  latter  to  act.  In  either  of 
these  contiingencies  the  neutral  would  have  a  right  to  act ;  it  might  be 
his  sovereign  duty  to  act,  however  inconvenient  such  action  should  be 
to  the  legitima(,e  government.    There  was  no  such  fact  of  necessity,  no 
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such  fact  of  continued  and  flagrant  existing  hostilities,  to  justify  the 
action  of  Great  Britain  in  the  present  case.  Hence  the  United  States 
felt  constrained  at  the  time  to  regard  this  proclamation  as  the  sign  of  a 
purpose  of  unfriendliness  to  them,  and  of  friendliness  to  the  insur- 
gents, which  purpose  could  not  fail  to  aggravate  all  the  evils  of  the  pend- 
ing contest,  to  strengthen  the  insurgents,  and  to  embarrass  the  legiti- 
mate governijient.  And  so  it  proved;  for  as  time  went  on,  as  the 
insurrection  from  political  came  at  length  to  be  military,  as  the  sectional 
controversy  in  the  Uhited  States  proceeded  to  exhibit  itself  in  the 
organization  of  great  armies  and  fleets,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  hostili- 
ties on  a  scale  of  gigantic  magnitude,  then  it  was  that  the  spirit  of  the 
Queen's  proclamation  showed  itself  in  the  event :  seeing  that  in  virtue 
of  the  proclamation  maritime  enterprises  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain, 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  piratical,  were  rendered  lawful,  and 
thus  Great  Britain  became,  and  to  the  end  continued  to  be,  the  arsenal, 
the  navy-yard,  and  the  treasury  of  the  insurgent  confederates. 

A  spectacle  was  thus  presented  without  precedent  or  parallel  in  the 
history  of  civilized  nations.  Great  Britain,  although  the  professed  friend 
of  the  United  States,  yet  in  time  of  avowed  international  peace  jier- 
mitted  armed  cruisers  to  be  fitted  out  and  harbored  and  equipped  in  her 
ports  to  cruise  against  the  merchant  ships  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
burn  and  destroy  them,  until  our  maritime  commerce  was  swept  from 
the  ocean.  Our  merchant  vessels  were  destroyed  piratically  by  captors 
who  had  no  ports  of  their  own  in  which  to  refit  or  to  condemn  prizes, 
and  whose  only  nationality  was  the  quarter-deck  of  their  ships,  bnilt, 
dispatched  to  sea,  and,  not  seldom  in  name,  still  professedly  owned  in 
Great  Britain.  Earl  Eussell  truly  said,  "  It  so  happens  that  in  this  con- 
flict the  confederates  have  no  ports,  except  those  of  the  Mersey  and  the 
Clyde,  from  which  they  send  out  ships  to  cruise  against  the  Federals." 
The  number  of  our  ships  thus  directly  destroyed  amounts  to  nearly  two 
hundred,  and  the  value  of  property  destroyed  to  many  millions.  Indi- 
rectly the  effect  was  to  increase'  the  rate  of  insurance  in  the  United 
States,  to  diminish  exports  and  imports,  and  otherwise  obstruct  domestic 
industry  and  production,  and  to  take  away  from  the  United  States  its 
immense  foreign  commerce,  and  to  transfer  this  to  the  merchant  vessels 
of  Great  Britain,  so  that  while  in  the  year  1860  the  foreign  merchant 
tonnage  of  the  United  States  amounted  to  2,546,237  tons,  in  1866  it  had 
sunk  to  1,492,923  tons.  This  depreciation  is  represented  by  a  corre- 
sponding increase  in  the  tonnage  of  Great  Britain  during  the  same  period 
to  the  amountof  1,120,650  tons.  And  the  amount  of  commerce  abstracted 
from  the  United  States  and  transferred  to  Great  Britain  during  the  same 
period  is  in  still  greater  proportion.  Thus,  in  effect,  war  against  the 
United  States  was  carried  on  from  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  by  British 
subjects  in  the  name  of  the  confederates.  Mr.  Oobden,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  characterized  by  these  very  words  the  acts  permitted  or  suf- 
fered by  the  British  government :  '■  You  have  been  carrying  on  war  from 
these  shores  against  the  United  States,"  he  said,  "and  have  been  inflict- 
ing an  amount  of  damage  on  that  country  greater  than  would  have  been 
produced  by  many  ordinary  wars." 

The  gravity  of  these  facts  may  be  appreciated  by  considering  what 
had  happened  at  other  periods.  In  the  latter  period  of  the  war  of  the 
French  Revolution,  Great  Britain  was  compelled  to  strain  every  nerve 
to  maintain  herself  against  the  power  of  Napoleon.  In  such  straits, 
by  a  sort  of  war  in  disguise,  she  trespassed  on  the  rights  of  neutrals, 
with  special  prejudice  of  the  United  States,  to  the  result,  at  length,  of 
solemn  war  between  the  two  nations.    But  neither  in  the  events  which 
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precedefl  that  war,  nor  in  the  events  of  the  war  itself,  did  the  United 
States  suffer  more  at  the  hands  of  Great  Britain  than  we  did  during 
the  late  rebellion,  by  the  aid,  direct  or  indirect,  which  she  afforded  to 
the  confederated  insurgent  States. 

For  while,  on  the  ocean,  our  merchant  marine  was  destroyed  by 
cruisers  sent  out  from  Great  Britain,  and  our  military  marine  was 
mainly  occupied-  in  watching  and  counter-working  blockade-runners 
fitted  out  in  Great  Britain  by.  oflcial  agents  of  the  insurgents,  on  the 
land  it  was  in  like  manner  the  munitions  of  war  and  the  wealth  drawn 
by  the  insurgents  from  Great  Britain  which  enabled  them  to  withstand, 
year  after  year,  the  arms  of  the  United  States.  In  the  midst  of  all  this, 
remonstrances  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  were  prompt, 
earnest,  and  persistent.  Our  minister  in  Loudon  appealed  to  the  inter- 
national amity  of  the  British  government;  he  called  on  it  to  discharge 
its  obligations  of  neutrality ;  he  invoked  the  aid  of  the  municipal  laws  of 
Great  Britain.  Ample  proofs  of  the  wrongs  committed  were  submitted 
to  the  Queen's  government.  Indeed,  these  wrongs  were  open,  notori- 
ous— perpetrated  in  the  face  of  day — the  subject  of  debate  and  of  boast, 
even,  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  Queen's  ministers  excused  themselves  by  alleged  defects  in  the 
municipal  law  of  the  country.  Learned  counsel  either  advised  that  the 
wrongs  conimitted  did  not  constitute  violations  of  the  municipal  law,  or 
else  gave  sanction  to  artful  devices  of  deceit,  to  cover  up  such  viola- 
tions of  law.  And,  strange  to  say,  the  courts  of  England  or  of  Scot- 
land, up  to  the  very  highest,  were  occupied  month  after  month  with 
juridical  niceties  and  technicalities  of  statute  construction,  in  this 
respect,  while  the  Qaeen's  government  itself,  including  the  omnipotent 
Parliament,  which  might  have  settled  these  questions  in  an  hour  by 
appropriate  legislation,  sat  with  folded  arms,  as  if  unmindful  of  its  inter- 
national obligations,  and  suffered  ship  after  ship  to  be  constructed  in 
its  ports  to  wage  war  on  the  United  States. 

We  hold  that  the  international  duty  of  the  Queen's  government  in 
this  respect  was  above  and  independent  of  the  municipal  laws  of  Eng- 
land. It  was  a  sovereign  duty,  attaching  to  Great  Britain  as  a  sovereign 
power.  The  municipal  law  was  but  a  means  of  repressing  or  punishing 
individual  wrong-doers ;  the  law  of  nations  was  the  true  and  proper  rule 
of  duty  for  the  government.  If  the  municipal  laws  were  defective,  that 
was  a  domestic  inconvenience,  of  concern  only  to  the  local  government, 
and  for  it  to  remedy  or  not  by  suitable  legislation  as  it  pleased.  But  no 
sovereign  power  can  rightfully  plead  the  defects  of  its  own  domestic 
penal  statutes  as  justification  or  extenuation  of  an  international  wrong 
to  another  sovereign  power.  When  the  defects  of  the  existing  laws  of 
Parliament  had  become  apparent,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
earnestly  entreated  the  Queen's  minister  to  provide  the  required  remedy, 
as  it  would  have  been  easy  to  do,  by  a  proper  act  of  Parliament ;  but 
this  the  Queen's  government  refused. 

The  United  States,  at  an  early  day  in  their  history,  had  set  the  exam- 
ple of  repressing  violations  of  neutrality  to  the  prejudice  of  Great 
Britain,  by  their  own  authority,  and  in  the  discharge  of  their  own 
national  duty,  without  waiting  for  the  assistance  of  municipal  statute. 
They  afterward  enacted  such  statutes  for  their  own  convenience  and  as 
attestation  of  their  good  faith  toward  other  nations.  And,  on  special 
occasions,  when  defects  were  perceived  in  such  laws,  we  enacted  new 
ones  to  meet  the  case,  not  deeming  that  such  legislation  was  derogatory 
to  our  public  dignity,  but,  on  the  contrary,  conceiving  that  iu  so  doing 
we  beet  consulted  the  highest  dictates  of  national  dignity,  self-respect, 
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and  public  lionor.  And,  if  Great  Britain  laad  so  understood  lier  national 
duty  on  this  occasion,  she  would  have  done  much  to  save  the  two  coun- 
tries from  the  present  controversy  and  all  its  possible  consequences. 

Once  before,  in  its  intercourse  with  the  United  States,  the  Queen's 
government  had  fallen  into  the  error  of  assuming  that  municipal  laws 
constitute  the  measure  of  international  rights  and  obligations ;  that  is 
to  say,  when  official  agents  of  the  British  government  attempted  to 
enlist  military  recruits  in  the  neutral  countries  of  Prussia,  the  United 
States,  and  elsewhere,  for  service  against  Eussia,  on  the  hypothesis  that, 
if  the  prohibitions  of  municipal  law  could  be  evaded,  that  would  suffice, 
overlooking  the  paramount  consideration  of  the  respect  due  to  the  sov- 
ereign rights  of  the  neutral  power. 

So,  on  the  present  occasion,  the  Queen's  ministers  seem  to  have  com- 
mitted the  error  of  assuming  that  they  needed  not  to  look  beyond  their 
own  local  law,  enacted  for  their  own  domestic  convenience,  and  iuight, 
under  cover  of  the  deficiencies  of  that  law,  disregard  their  sovereign 
duties  toward  another  sovereign  power.  I^Tor  was  it,  in  our  judgment, 
any  adequate  excuse  for  the  Queen's  ministers  to  profess  extreme  ten- 
derness of  private  rights,  or  apprehension  of  actions  for  damages,  in 
case  of  any  attempt  to  arrest  the  many  ships  which,  either  in  England 
or  Scotland,  were  with  ostentatious  publicity  being  constructed  to  cruise 
against  the  United  States. 

Surely,  that  was  an  imaginary  difficulty,  or  if  a  real  one,  it  presented 
the  election  between  a  serious  complication  of  relations  with  the  United 
States  and  the  hazard  of  a  legal  conflict  with  John  Laird  and  Charles 
Kuhn  Prioleau. 

But  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  never  been  able  to  see 
the  force  of  this  alleged  difficulty.  The  common  law  of  England  is  the 
common  law  of  the  United  States.  In  both  countries,  and  certainly  in 
England^  revenue  seizures  are  made  daily,  and  ships  prevented  from 
going  to  sea  on  much  less  cause  of  suspicion  than  attached  to  the  sus- 
pected ships  of  the  confederates. 

In  both  countries,  and  not  least  in  England,  the  previous  order  of  the 
government,  or  its  subsequent  approval,  covers  the  acts  of  the  subordi- 
nate officers.  In  both  countries,  or  if  not  in  England,  assuredly  in  the 
United  States,  under  municipal  laws  in  this  behalf  substantially  the 
same,  the  Government  finds  no  difficulty  in  arresting  ships  charged  with 
actual  or  intended  violation  of  the  sovereign  rights  or  neutral  duties  of 
the  States. 

Signal  examples  of  this  occur  in  the  history  of  the  United  States. 
Thus,  during  the  late  war  between  Great  Britain  and  Eussia,  on  com- 
plaints with  affidavits  being  filed  by  the  British  consul  at  New  York, 
charging  that  the  bark  Maury  was  being  equipped  there  as  a  belligerent 
cruiser,  and  this  on  far  less  evidence  than  that  which  the  American  con- 
sul at  Liverpool  exhibited  against  the  Alabama,  the  bark  Maury  was 
arrested  within  an  hour  by  telegraphic  order  from  Washington. 

Other  examples  of  the  same  decision  and  promptitude,  in  mainte- 
nance of  the  sovereign  rights  and  discharge  of  the  neutral  duties  of  the 
United  States,  have  occurred,  as  is  well  known,  under  both  the  last  and 
the  present*  administrations. 

Nay,  at  every  period  of  our  history,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  not  been  content  with  preventing  the  departure  of  shii^s  fitted 
out  in  violation  of  neutrality,  and  of  putting  a  stop  to  military  recruit- 
ments and  expeditions  of  the  same  nature,  but  has  further  manifested 
its  good  faith  and  its  respect  for  its  own  sovereignty  and  laws  by  pros- 
ecuting criminally  the  guilty  parties.    Examples  of  this  occur  in  the 
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early  stages  of  tlie  war  of  the  Frencli  Eevolntion;  on  occasion  of  the 
insurrection  of  the  Spanish-American' continental  provinces  and  of  revo- 
lutionary movements  in  the  Spanish- American  republics ;  and  on  various 
other  occasions,  including  the  existing  insurrection  in  Cuba. 

But  although  such  acts  of  violation  of  law  were  frequent  in  Great 
Britain  and  susceptible  of  complete  technical  proof,  notorious,  iiaunted 
directly  ia  the  face  of  the  world,  varnished  over,  if  at  all,  with  the  shal- 
lowest pretext  of  deception,  yet  no  efficient  step  appears  to  have  been 
taken  by  the  British  government  to  enforce  the  execution  of  its  munici- 
pal laws  or  to  vindicate  the  majesty  of  its  outraged  sovereign  power. 

And  the  G-overnment  of  the  United  States  cannot  believe  — it  would 
conceive  itself  wanting  in  respect  for  Great  Britain  to  impute — that  the 
Queen's  ministers  are  so  much  hampered  by  juridical  difSculties,  that 
the  local  administration  is  thus  reduced  to  such  a  state  of  legal  impo- 
tency,  as  to  deprive  the  government  of  capacity  to  nxjhold  its  sover- 
eignty against  local  wrong-doers,  or  its  neutrality  as  regards  other  sov- 
ereign powers. 

If,  indeed,  it  were  so,  the  causes  of  reclamation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  would  only  be  the  more  positive  and  sure;  for  the  law  of  nations 
assumes  that  each  government  is  capable  of  discharging  its  interna- 
tional obligations ;  and,  perchance,  if  it  be  not,  then  the  absence  of  such 
capability  is  itself  a  specific  ground  of  responsibility  for  consequences. 

But  the  Queen's  government  would  not  be  content  to  admit,  nor  will 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  presume  to  impute  to  it,  such 
political  organization  of  the  British  empire  as  to  imply  any  want  of 
legal  ability  on  its  part  to  discharge,  in  the  amplest  manner,  all  its 
duties  of  sovereignty  and  amity  toward  other  powers. 

It  remains  only  in  this  relation  to  refer  to  one  other  point,  namely, 
the  question  of  negligence ;  neglect  on  the  part  of  ofiScers  of  the  Brit- 
ish government,  whether  superior  or  subordinate,  to  detain  confederate 
cruisers,  and  especially  the  Alabama,  the  most  successful  of  the  depre- 
dators on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

On  this  point  the  President  conceives  that  little  needs  now  to  be  said, 
for  various  cogent  reasons. 

First,  the  matter  has  been  exhaustively  discussed  already  by  this 
Department,  or  by  the  successive  American  ministers. 

Then,  if  the  question  of  negligence  be  discussed  with  frankness,  it 
must  be  treated  in  this  instance  as  a  case  of  extreme  negligence,  which 
Sir  William  Jones  has  taught  us  to  regard  as  equivalent  or  approxi- 
mate to  evil  intention.  The  question  of  negligence,  therefore,  cannot 
be  presented  without  danger  of  thought  or  language  disrespectful 
toward  the  Queen's  ministers ;  and  the  President,  while  purposing,  of 
course,  as  his  sense  of  duty  requires,  to  sustain  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  in  all  their  utmost  amplitude,  yet  intends  to  speak  and  act  in 
relation  to  Great  Britain  in  the  same  spirit  of  international  respect 
which  he  expects  of  her  in  relation  to  the  United  States,  and  he  is  sin- 
cerely desirous  that  all  discussions  between  the  governments  may  be  so 
conducted  as  not  only  to  prevent  any  aggravation  of  existing  differences, 
but  to  tend  to  such  reasonable  and  amicable  determination  as  best  be- 
comes two  great  nations  of  common  origin  and  conscious  "dignity  and 
strength. 

I  assume,  therefore,  pretermitting  detailed  discussion  in  this  respect, 
that  the  negligence  of  the  officers  of  the  British  government  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  Alabama,  at  le^st,  was  gross  and  inexcusable,  and  such  as 
indisputably  to  devolve  on  that  government  full  responsibility  for  all 
the  depredations  committed  by  her.    Indeed,  'this  conclusion  seems  in 
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effect  to  be  conceded  in  Great  Britain.  At  all  events,  the  United  States 
conceive  tbat  the  proofs  of  responsible  negligence  in  this  matter  are  so 
clear  that  no  room  remains  for  debate  on  that  point,  and  it  should  be 
taken  for  granted  in  all  future  negotiations  with  Great  Britain. 

It  is  impossible  not  to  compare  and  contrast  the  conduct  of  the  States 
General,  as  regards  Great  Britain  on  occasion  of  the  revolt  of  the  Brit- 
ish colonies,  with  that  of  Great  Britain  as  regards  the  insurrection  in 
the  Southern  States.  Xo  fleets  were  fitted  out  by  America  in  the  ports 
of  the  I^Tetherlands  to  prey  on  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain.  Only  in 
a  single  instance  did  American  cruisers  have  temporary  harborage  in 
the  Texel.  Year  after  year  the  exports  of  munitions  of  war  for  the 
Netherlands  were  forbidden  by  the  States  General,  the  more  completely 
to  fulfill  their  duty  of  amity  aud  neutrality  toward  Great  Britain.  But, 
nevertheless,  Great  Britain  treated  a  declaration  of  neutrality  by  the 
States  General,  and  the  observance  of  that  declaration,  as  a  sufficient 
cause  of  war  against  the  Netherlands ;  prior  to  which  the  British  gov- 
ernment continually  complained  of  the  occasional  supplies  derived  by 
the  colonies  from  the  island  St.  Eustatius.  How  light,  in  this  respect, 
would  have  been  the  burdens  of  the  United  States  during  the  late 
insurrection  if  British  aid  had  been  confined  to  a  contraband  commerce 
between  the  insurgents  and  the  port  of  Nassau! 

Not  such  is  the  complaint  of  the  United  States  against  Great  Britain. 

We  complain  that  the  insurrection  in  the  Southern  States,  if  it  did  not 
exist,  was  continued,  and  obtained  its  enduring  vitality,  by  means  of 
the  resources  it  drew  from  Great  Britain.  We  complain  that,  by  reason 
of  the  imperfect  discharge  of  its  neutral  duties  on  the  part  of  the  Queen's 
government.  Great  Britain  became  the  military,  naval,  and  financial 
basis  of  insurgent  warfare  against  the  United  States.  We  comjilain  of 
the  destruction  of  our  merchant  marine  by  British  ships,  manned  by 
British  seamen,  armed  with  British  guns,  dispatched  from  British  dock- 
yards, sheltered  and  harbored  in  British  ports.  We  complain  that,  by 
reason  of  the  policy  and  the  acts  of  the  Queen's  ministers,  injury  incal- 
culable was  infiicted  on  the  United  States. 

Nevertheless,  the  United  States  manfully  and  resolvedly  encountered 
all  the  great  perils  and  difficulties  of  the  situation,  foreign  and  domestic, 
and  overcame  them.  We  endured  with  proud  patience  the  manifesta- 
tion of  hostility  there,  where  we  had  expected  friendship,  in  England, 
the  protagonist  of  the  abolition  of  negro  servitude,  in  order  to  per- 
petuate which  the  Southern  States  had  seceded  from  the  Union.  We 
entered  on  a  great  war,  involving  sea  and  land ;  we  marched  to  the  field 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  soldiers  and  expended  thousands  of  millions 
of  treasure  for  their  support ;  we  lavished  the  blood  of  our  bravest  and 
best  in  battle,  as  if  it  were  but  water ;  we  submitted  to  all  privations 
without  a  murmur ;  we  staked  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  honor  on 
the  issue  of  the  combat ;  and  by  the  blessing  of  God  we  came  out  of 
the  deadly  struggle  victorious,  and  with  courage  proved,  strength  un- 
impaired, power  augmented,  and  our  place  fixed  among  the  nations  sec- 
ond to  none,  we  may  without  presumption  say,  in  the  civilized  world. 
Providence  had  smiled  on  our  sacrifices  and  our  exertions ;  and  in  the 
hour  of  supreme  triumph  Ave  felt  that,  while  mindful  of  good  will  shown 
us  by  friendly  powers  in  the  hour  of  trial,  we  could  afford  to  account  in 
moderation  with  others,  which,  like  Great  Britain,  had,  as  we  thought, 
speculated  improvidently,  and  to  their  own  discomfiture,  on  the  expected 
dismemberment  and  downfall  of  the  great  American  republic. 

As  to  Great  Britain,  we  had  special  and  peculiar  causes  of  grief.  She 
had  prematurely,  as  we  deemed  it,  and  without  adequate  reason,  awarded 
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the  status  of  belligerency  to  our  insurgents.  But  this  act  of  itself,  and 
by  its  inherent  nature,  was  of  neutral  color,  and  an  act  which,  howsoever 
we  might  condemn  it  in  the  particular  case,  we  could  not  deny  to  be  of 
the  competency  of  a  sovereign  State.  Other  European  governments 
also  recognized  the  belligerency  of  the  insurgents;  but  G-reat  Britain 
alone  had  translated  a  measure  indefinite  of  itself  into  one  of  definite 
wrong  to  the  United  States ;  as  evinced  by  the  constant  and  efScient  aid 
in  ships  and  munitions  of  war  which  she  furnished  the  confederates,  and 
in  the  permission  or  negligence  which  enabled  confederate  cruisers  from 
her  ports  to  prey  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  Great  Britain 
alone  had  founded  on  that  recognition  a  systematie  maritime  war  against 
the  United  States.  And  this,  to  effect  the  establishment  of  a  slave 
government;  as  to  which  Mr.  Bright  might  well  say,  "  we  supply  the 
ships ;  we  supply  the  arms,  the  munitions  of  war ;  we  give  aid  and  com- 
fort to  the  foulest  of  crimes ;  Englishmen  only  do  it."  Thus,  what  in 
France,  in  Spain,  as  their  subsequent  conduct  showed,  had  been  but  an 
untimely  and  ill-judged  act  of  political  manifestation,  had,  in  England, 
as  her  subsequent  conduct  showed,  been  a  virtual  act  of  war.  We  re- 
flected that  the  confederates  had  no  ships,  no  means  of  building  ships, 
no  mechanical  appliances,  no  marine,  no  legal  status  on  the  sea,  no  open 
sea-ports,  no  possible  courts  of  prize,  no  domestic  command  of  the  instru- 
ments and  agencies  of  modern  maritime  warfare.  We  asked  ourselves 
what  would  the  Queen's  government  have  said  if  the  United  States  had 
awarded  the  rights  of  belligerency  to  insurgents  in  India,  or  in  Ireland, 
in  the  same  circumstances,  that  is,  on  the  occurrence  of  a  single  act  of 
rebel  hostility,  and  had  bestowed  upon  them  their  only  means  of  mari- 
time as  well  as  territorial  warfare  against  Great  Bfitain. 

In  truth,  while,  in  the  hour  of  their  great  triumph,  the  United  States 
were  thankfully  inclined  to  sentiments  of  moderation,  both  at  home  and 
abroad — for  at  home  no  man  has  suffered  death  for  political  causes — we 
were  the  more  inclined  to  moderation,  especially  as  regards  Great 
Britain,  in  view  of  the  very  enormity  of  the  wrongs  we  had  sustained, 
and  the  consequent  difficulty  of  measuring  the  reparation  due,  even  if 
sincerely  proffered  by  the  Queen's  government.  We  desired  no  war 
with  England;  we  shrank  from  the  thought  of  another. lustrum  of  fra- 
tricidal carnage,  like  that  through  which  we  had  just  passed,  with  no 
change  in  the  conditions  of  war  but  the  substitution,  on  the  one  side,  of 
misguided  Englishmen  in  the  place  of  misguided  Americans.  We  pre- 
ferred, if  possible,  to  find  some  satisfaction  of  our  great  grievances  by 
peaceful  means,  consistent  alike  with  the  honor  of  Great  Britain  and  of 
the  United  States.  The  influence  of  this  condition  of  mind  is  apparent 
in  all  the  discussions  of  the  subject  by  or  under  the  instruction  of  this 
Department  during  preceding  administrations  of  the  Government.  It 
resulted  in  earnest  efforts  on  our  part  to  determine  the  controversy  by 
arbitration  in  the  interest  of  peace  and  of  international  good  will,  which 
efforts,  if  promptly  met  by  the  Queen's  ministers  in  the  spirit  in  which 
they  were  made,  would  long  since  have  removed  the  present  controversy 
from  the  field  of  diplomacy,  and  effectually  harmonized  the  relations  of 
the  United  States  with  Great  Britain. 

But  the  amicable  advances  of  the  United  States  to  dispose  of  the  ques^ 
tion  by  arbitration  were  at  the  start,  and  persistently  long  afterward, 
met  by  Lord  Eussell,  in  the  name  of  the  Queen's  government,  with  sub- 
tleties of  reservation  and  exception,  the  effect  of  which  would  have  been, 
instead  of  closing  up  the  controversy,  to  leave  us  in  a  condition  worse 
than  before,  and  more  perilous  to  the  cause  of  peace. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  never  been  able  to  appre- 
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ciate  the  force  of  the  reasons  alleged  in  support  of  such  reservations  and 
exceptions.  When  one  power  demands  of  another  the  redress  of  alleged 
■wrongs,  and  the  latter  entertains  the  idea  of  arbitration  as  the  means  of 
settling  the  question,  it  seems  irrational  to  insist  that  the  arbitration 
shall  be  a  qualified  and  limited  one,  through  apprehensions,  lest,  perad- 
venture,  there  might  thus  be  implication  that  such  wrongs  had  been 
committed  by  intention,  and  that  such  implication  would  be  injurious 
to  the  honor  of  the  wrong-doing  government.  On  these  premises  arbi- 
tfation  may  be  the  means  of  adjusting  immaterial  international  wrongs, 
but  not  of  material  ones ;  that  is  to  say,  if  the  grievances  be  serious  the 
two  nations  must  of  nBcessity  go  to  war,  whUe  neither  desires  it,  which 
would  be  an  absurd  conclusion. 

Lord  Stanley  and  Lord  Clarendon  appear  to  have  seen  this,  and  there- 
fore to  have  regarded  the  particular  question  with  more  correct  estima- 
tion of  its  incidents  than  Lord  Eussell,  and  thereupon  to  have  admitted 
as  theory  comprehensive  arbitration  concerning  all  questions  between 
the  governments. 

But  the  convention,  which  in  this  view  was  negotiated  by  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon  and  Mr.  Eeverdy  Johnson,  did  not  prove  satisfactory  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain  that  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  are  distinct  powers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, associated  in  the  conclusion  of  treaties  and  in  the  appointment 
of  public  officers,  but  not  dependent  one  on  the  other,  nor  of  necessity 
entertaining  the  same  opinion  on  public  questions.  Each  acts  on  appro- 
priate convictions  of  duty  and  of  right,  and  the  Senate  has  the  same 
absolute  power  to  reject  atreaty  as  the  President  has  to  negotiate  one. 

Of  course  it  is  not  necessarily  incumbent  on  the  President  to  express 
approval  or  disapproval  of  an  act  of  the  Senate. 

But  the  President  deems  it  due  to  the  Senate,  to  himself,  and  to  the 
subject  to  declare  that  he  concurs  with  the  Senate  in  disapproving  of 
that  convention.  His  own  particular  reasons  for.  this  conclusion  are 
sufficiently  apparent  in  this  dispatch.  In  addition  to  these  general 
reasons,  he  thinks  the  provisions  of  the  convention  were  inadequate  to 
provide  reparation  for  the  United  States  in  the  manner  and  to  the  degree 
to  which  he  considers  the  United  States  entitled  to  redress.  Other  and 
special  reasons  for  the  same  conclusions  have  been  explained  in  a  pre- 
vious dispatch — rsuch,  namely,  as  the.  time  and  circumstances  of  the 
negotiation,  the  complexed  character  of  the  proposed  arbitration,  its 
chance,  agency,  and  results,  and  its  failure  to  determine  any  principle, 
or  otherwise  to  fix  on  a  stable  foundation  the  relations  of  the  two  gov- 
ernments. 

The  President  is  not  yet  prepared  to  pronounce  on  the  question  of 
the  indemnities  which  he  thinks  due  by  Great  Britain  to  individual 
citizens  of  the  United  States  for  the  destruction  of  their  property  by 
rebel  cruisers  fitted  out  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain. 

Nor  is  he  now  prepared  to  speak  of  the  reparation  which  he  thinks 
due  by  the  British  government  for  the  larger  account  of  the  vast 
national  injuries  it  has  inflicted  on  the  United  States. 

'Sov  does  he  attempt  now  to  measure  the  relative  effect  of  the  various 
causes  of  injury,  whether  by  untimel.y  recognition  of  belligerency,  by 
suffering  the  fitting  out  of  rebel  cruisers,  or  by  the  supply  of  ships, 
arms,  and  munitions  of  war  to  the  confederates,  or  otherwise,  in  what- 
soever manner. 

Nor  does  it  fall  within  the  scope  of  this  dispatch  to  discuss  the  import- 
ant changes  in  the  rules  of  public  law,  the  desirableness  of  which  has 
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been  demonstrated  by  the  incidents  of  the  last  few  years  now  under 
consideration,  and  which,  in  view  of  the  maritime  j)rominence  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  it  would  befit  them  to  mature  and  pro- 
pose to  the  other  states  of  Christendom. 

All  these  are  subjects  of  future  consideration,  which,  when  the  time 
for  action  shall  arrive,  the  President  will  consider  with  sincere  aiad 
earnest  desire  that  all  differences  between  the  two  nations  may  be 
adjusted  amicably,  and  compatibly  with  the  honor  of  each,  and  to  the 
promotion  of  future  concord  between  them ;  to  which  end  he  will  spare 
no  eifort  within  the  range  of  his  supreme  duty  to  the  right  and  interests 
of  the  United  States. 

At  the  present  stage  of  the  controversy,  the  sole  object  of  the  Presi- 
dent is  to  state  the  position  and  maintain  the  attitude  of  the  United 
States  in  the  various  relations  and  aspects  of  this  grave  controversy 
with  Great  Britain.  It  is  the  object  of  this  paper  (which  you  are  at 
liberty  to  read  to  Lord  Clarendon)  to  state  calmly  and  dispassionatelj^, 
with  a  more  unreserved  freedom  than  might  be  used  in  one  addressed 
directly  to  the  Queen's  government,  what  this  Government  seriously 
considers  the  injuries  it  has  suffered.  It  is  not  written  in  the  nature 
of  a  claim,  for  the  United  States  now  make  no  demand  against  Her 
Majesty's  government  on  account  of  the  injuries  they  feel  that  they  have 
sustained. 

Although  the  United  States  are  anxious  for  a  settlement  on  a  liberal 
and  comprehensive  basis  of  all  the  questions  which  now  interfere  with 
the  entirely  cordial  relations  which  they  desire  to  exist  between  the  two 
governments,  they  do  not  now  propose  or  desire  to  set  any  time  for  this 
settlement.  On  the  contrary,  they  prefer  to  leave  that  question,  and 
also  the  more  important  question  of  the  means  and  method  of  removing 
the  causes  of  complaint,  of  restoring  the  much  desired  relations  of  per- 
fect cordiality,  and  the  preventing  of  the  probability  of  like  questions 
in  the  future,  to  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  government.  They 
will,  however,  be  ready,  whenever  Her  Majesty's  government  shall  think 
the  proper  time  has  come  for  a  renewed  negotiation,  to  entertain  any 
proposition  which  that  government  shall  think  proper  to  present,  and 
to  apply  to  such  propositions  their  earnest  and  sincere  wishes  and 
endeavors  for  a  solution,  honorable  and  satisfactory  to  both  countries. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

J.  LoTHEOP  Motley,  Esq.,  t&c,  cfcc,  &c. 
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Sir  Edward  Thornton  to  Mr.  Fish. 

"Washington,  January  26, 1871. 

Sir  :  la  compliance  ^vith  an  instruction  whicli  I  have  received  from 
Earl  Granville,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment deem  it  of  importance  to  the  good  relations  which  they  are  ever 
anxious  should  subsist  and  be  stren^heued  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  that  a  friendly  and  complete  understanding  should 
be  come  to  between  the  two  governments  as  to  the  extent  of  the  rights 
which  belong"  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  Her  Majesty's 
subjects,  respectively,  with  reference  to  the  fisheries  on  the  coasts  of 
Her  Majesty's  possessions  in  North  America,  and  as  to  any  other  ques- 
tions between  them  which  affect  the  relations  of  the  United  States 
toward  those  possessions. 

As  the  consideration  of  these  matters  would,  however,  involve  investi- 
gations of  a  somewhat  complicated  nature,  and  as  it  is  very  desirable 
that  they  should  be  thoroughly  examined,  I  am  directed  by  Lord  Gran- 
ville to  propose  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  high  cotamission,  which  shall  be  composed  of  members 
to  be  named  by  each  government ;  shall  hold  its  sessions  at  Washing- 
ton, and  shall  treat  of  and  discuss  the  mode'of  settling  the  different 
questions  which  have  arisen  out  of  the  fisheries,  as  well  as  all  those 
which  affect  the  relations  of  the  United  States  toward  Her  Majesty's 
possessions  in  l^orth  America. 

I  am  confident  that  this  proposal  will  be  met  by  your  Government  in 
the  same  cordial  spirit  of  friendship  which  has  induced  Her  Majesty's 
government  to  tender  it,  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  in  that  case  the  re- 
sult will  not  fail  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  the  good  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  which  I  am  convinced  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  as  well  as  that  of  Her  Majesty  equally  have  at 
heart. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EDWAED  THOENTOK. 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Sir  Edward  Thornton. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  January  30,  1871. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
January  26,  in  which  you  inform  me,  in  compliance  with  instructions 
from  Earl  Granville,  that  Her  Majesty's  government  deem  it  of  import- 
ance to  the  good  relations  which  they  are  ever  anxious  should  subsist 
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and  be  strengthened  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  that 
a  friendly  and  complete  understanding  should  be  come  to  between  the 
two  governments  as  to  the  extent  of  the  rights  which  belong  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  and  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  respectively, 
with  reference  to  the  fisheries  on  the  coasts'of  Her  Majesty's  possessions 
in  North  America,  and  as  to  any  other  questions  between  them  which 
affect  the  relations  of  the  United  States  toward  those  possessions ;  and 
further,  that  as  the  consideration  of  these  questions  would  involve 
investigations  of  a  somewhat  complicated  nature,  and  as  it  is  very 
desirable  that  they  should  be  thoroughly  examined,  you  are  directed  by 
Lord  Granville  to  propose  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  the 
appointment  of  a  Joint  High  Commission,  which  shall  be  composed  of 
members  to  be  named  by  each  government ;  shall  hold  its  sessions  at 
Washington,  and  shall  treat  of  and  discuss  the  mode  of  settling  the 
different  questions  that  have  arisen  out  of  the  fisheries,  as  well  as  all 
those  which  affect  the  relations  of  the  United  States  toward  Her  Majes 
ty's  possessions  in  North  America. 

I  have  laid  your  note  before  the  President,  who  instructs  me  to  say 
that  he  shares  with  Her  Majesty's  government  the  appreciation  of  the 
importance  of  a  friendly  and  complete  understanding  between  the  two 
governments  with  reference  to  the  subjects  specially  suggested  for  the 
consideration  of  the  proposed  joint  high  commission,  and  he  fully 
recognizes  the  friendly  spirit  which  has  prompted  the  pi'oposal. 

The  President  is,  however,  of  the  opinion  that,  without  the  adjust- 
ment of  a  class  of  questions  not  alluded  to  in  your  note,  the  proposed 
high  commission  would  fail  to  establish  the  permanent  relations  and 
the  sincere,  substantial,  and  lasting  friendship  between  the  two  govern- 
ments which,  in  common  with  Her  Majesty's  government,  he  desires 
should  prevail. 

He  thinks  that  the  removal  of  the  differences  which  arose  during  the 
rebellion  in  the  United  States,  and  which  have  existed  since  then,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  acts  committed  by  the  several  vessels  which  have  given 
rise  to  the  claims  generically  known  as  the  "Alabama"  claims,  will  also 
be  essential  to  the  restoration  of  cordial  and  amicable  relations  between 
the  two  governments.  He  directs  me  to  say  that  should  Her  Majesty's 
government  accept  this  view  of  the  matter,  and  assent  that  this  sub- 
ject also  may  be  treated  of  by  the  proposed  high  commission,  and  may 
thus  be  put  in  the  way  of  a  final  and  amicable  settlement,  this  Govern- 
ment will,  with  much  pleasure,  appoint  high  commissioners  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  to  meet  those  who  may  be  appointed  on  behalf  of 
Her  Majesty's  government,  and  will  spare  no  efforts  to  secure,  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment,  a  just  and  amicable  arrangement  of  all  the 
questions  which  now  unfortunately  stand  in  the  way  of  an  entire  and 
abiding  friendship  between  the  two  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
Sir  Edavard  Thornton,  K.  C.  B.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Sir  Edward  Thornton  to  Mr,  Fish. 

Washington,  February  1,  1871. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  and  to  offer  you  my  sincere  and  cordial  thanks  for  the 
friendly  and  conciliatory  spirit  which  pervades  it. 
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With  reference  to  that  part  of  it  in  ■which  you  state  that  the  President 
thinks  that  the  removal  of  the  differences  which  arose  during  the  rebel- 
lion in  the  United  States,  and  which  have  existed  since  then,  growing 
put  of  the  acts  committed  by  the  several  vessels  which  have  given  rise 
to  the  claims  generically  known  as  the  "Alabama  "  claims,  will  also  be 
essential  to  the  restoration  of  cordial  and  amicable  relations  between 
the  two  governments,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  sub- 
mitted to  Earl  G-ranville  the  opinion  thus  expressed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  the  friendliness  of  which,  I  beg  you  to  believe,  I  fully 
appreciate. 

I  am  now  authorized  by  his  lordship  to  state  that  it  would  give  Her 
Majesty's  government  great  satisfaction  if  the  claims  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  the  "  Alabama"  claims  were  submitted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  same  high  commission  by  which  Her  Ma;iesty's  government 
have  proposed  that  the  questions  relating  to  the  British  possessions  in 
North  America  should  be  discussed,  provided  that  all  other  claims,  both 
of  British  subjects  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  arising  out  of  acts 
committed  during  the  recent  civil  war  in  this  country,  are  similarly  re- 
ferred to  the  same  commission.  The  expressions  made  use  of  in  the  name 
of  the  President  in  your  above-mentioned  note,  with  regard  to  the  "Ala- 
bama "  claims,  convince  me  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
will  consider  it  of  importance  that  tliese  causes  of  disputes  between  the 
two  countries  should  also,  and  at  the  same  time,  be  done  away  with,  and 
that  you  will  enable  me  to  convey  to  my  governn;ent  the  assent  of  the 
President  to  the  addition  which  they  thus  propose  to  the  duties  of  the 
high  commission,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  make  it  more  certain  that 
its  labors  will  lead  to  the  removal  of  all  differences  between  the  two 
countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EDWARD  THOENTOK 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish,  &c.,  &c.,  &o. 


Mr.  Fish  to  Sir  Edtcard  Tliornton. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  3,  1871. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  o'f 
the  1st  instant,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  you  are  authorized  by  Earl 
Granville  to  state  that  it  would  give  Her  Majesty's  government  great 
satisfaction  if  the  claims  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  "Alaba- 
ma claims"  were  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  same  high  com- 
mission by  which  Her  Majesty's  government  have  proposed  that  the 
questions  relating  to  the  British  possessions  in  North  America  should 
be  discussed,  provided  that  all  other  claims,  both  of  British  subjects  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  arising  out  of  acts  committed  during  the 
recent  civil  war  in  this  country,  are  similarly  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mission. 

I  have  laid  your  note  before  the  President,  and  he  has  directed  me 
to  express  the  satisfaction  with  which  he  has  received  the  intelligence 
that  Earl  Granville  has  authorized  you  to  state  that  Her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment has  accepted  the  views  of  this  Government  as  to  the  disposi- 
tion to  be  made  of  the  so-called  "Alabama  claims." 
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He  also  directs  me  to  say,  with  reference  to  the  remainder  of  yonr 
note,  .that  if  there  be  other  and  further  claims  of  British  subjects,  or  of 
American  citizens,  growing  out  of  acts  committed  during  the  recent  civil 
war  in  this  country,  he  assents  to  the  propriety  of  their  reference  to  the 
same  high  commission ;  but  he  suggests  that  the  high  commissioners 
shall  consider  only  such  claims  of  this  description  as  may  be  presented 
by  the  governments  of  the  respective  claimants  at  an  early  day,  to  be 
agreed  upon  by  the  commissioners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

Sir  Edward  Thornton,  K.  C.  B.,  <S;c.,  cfcc,  (fee. 


EXTRACT  FROM  PROTOCOL  XXXVI  OF  CONFERENCE  BETWEEN  THE  HIGH  COM- 
MISSIONERS ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND 
THE  HIGH  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  PART 
OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Washington,  May  4, 1871. 

The  high  commissioners  having  met,  the  protocol  of  the  conference 
held  on  the  3d  of  May  was  read  and  confirmed. 

The  high  commissioners  then  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of 
the  matters  referred  to  them. 

The  statement  prepared  by  the  joint  protocolists,  in  accordance  with 
the  request  of  the  joint  high  commissioners  at  the  last  conference,  was 
then  read,  asfoUows  : 

STATEMENTS. 
Articles  I  to  XI. 

At  the  conference  held  on  the  8th  of  March,  the  American  commission- 
ers stated  that  the  people  and  G-overnment  of  the  United  States  felt  that 
they  had  sustained  a  great  wrong,  and  that  great  injuries  and  losses 
were  inflicted  upon  their  commerce  and  their  material  interests  by  the 
course  and  conduct  of  Great  Britain  during  the  recent  rebellion  in  the 
United  States ;  that  what  had  occurred  in  Great  Britain  and  her  col- 
onies during  that  period  had  givep  rise  to  feelings  in  the  United  States 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  did  not  desire  to  cherish  toward 
Great  Britain ;  that  the  history  of  the  Alabama  and  other  cruisers 
which  had  been  fitted  out,  or  armed,  or  equipped,  or  which  had  received 
augmentation  of  force  in  Great  Britain  or  in  her  colonies,  and  of  the 
operations  of  those  vessels,  showed  extensive  direct  losses  in  the  cap- 
ture and  destruction  of  a  large  number  of  vessels  with  their  cargoes,  and 
in  the  heavy  national  expenditures  in  the  pursuit  of  the  cruisers,  and  in- 
direct injury  in  the  transfer  of  a  large  part  of  the  American  commercial 
marine  to  the  British  flag,  in  the  enhanced  payments  of  insurance,  in 
the  prolongation  of  the  war,  and  in  the  addition  of  a  large  sum  to  the 
cost  of  the  war  and  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion ;  and  also  showed 
that  Great  Britain,  by  reason  of  failure  in  the  proper  observance  of  her 
duties  as  a  neutral,  had  become  justly  liable  for  the  acts  of  those  cruisers 
and  of  their  tenders ;  that  the  claims  for  the  loss  and  destruction  of  pri- 
vate property  which  had  thus  far  been  presented  amounted  to  about 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  without  interest,  which  amount  was  liable 
to  be  greatly  increased  by  claims  which  had  not  been  presented ;  that 
the  cost  to  which  the  Government  had  been  put  in  the  pursuit  of  cruisers 
could  easily  be  ascertained  by  certificates  of  Government  accounting 
officers ;  that  in  the  hope  of  an  amicable  settlement  no  estimate  was 
made  of  the  indirect  losses,  without  prejudice,  however,  to  the  right  to 
indemnification  on  their  account  in  the  event  of  no  such  settlement 
being  made. 
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The  American  commissioners  further  stated  that  they  hoped  that  the 
British  commissioners  -^v^onld  be  able  to  place  upon  record  an  expres- 
sion of  regret  by  Her  Majesty's  government  for  the  depredations  com- 
mitted by  the  vessels  whose  acts  were  now  under  discussion.  They 
also  proposed  that  the  joint  high  commission  should  agree  upon  a  sum 
which  should  be  paid  by  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States,  in  satisfac- 
tion of  all  the  claims  and  the  interest  thereon. 

The  British  commissioners  replied  that  Her  Majesty's  government 
could  not  admit  that  Great  Britain  had  failed  to  discharge  toward  the 
United  States  the  duties  imposed  on  her  by  the  rules  of  international 
law,  or  that  she  was  justly  liable  to  make  good  to  the  United  States  the 
losses  occasioned  by  the  acts  of  the  cruisers  to  which  the  American 
commissioners  had  referred.  They  reminded  the  American  commis- 
sioners that  several  vessels,  suspected  of  being  designed  to  cruise  against 
the  United  States,  including  two  iron-clads,  had  been  arrested  or  de- 
tained by  the  British  government,  and  that  that  government  had  in 
some  instances  not  confined  itself  to  the  discharge  of  international  obli- 
gations, however  widely  construed,  as,  for  instance,  when  it  acquired  at 
a  great  cost  to  the  country  the  control  of  the  Anglo-Chinese  flotilla, 
which,  it  was  apprehended,  might  be  used  against  the  United  States. 

They  added  that  although  Great  Britain  had,  from  the  beginning, 
disavowed  any  responsibility  for  the  acts  of  the  Alabama  and  the  other 
vessels,  she  had  alreadj^  shown  her  willingness,  for  the  sake  of  the  main- 
tenance of  friendly  relations  with  the  United  States,  to  adopt  the  prin- 
ciple of  arbitration,  provided  that  a  fitting  arbitrator  could  be  found, 
and  that  an  agreement  could  be  come  to  as  to  the  points  to  which  arbi- 
tration should  apply.  They  would,  therefore,  abstain  from  replying  in 
detail  to  the  statement  of  the  American  commissioners,  in  the  hope  that 
the  necessity  for  entering  upon  a  lengthened  controversy  might  be 
obviated  by  the  adoption  of  so  fair  a  mode  of  settlement  as  that  which 
tliey  were  instructed  to  iiropose ;  and  they  had  now  to  repeat,  on  behalf 
of  their  government,  the  ofler  of  arbitration. 

The  American  commissioners  expressed  their  regret  at  this  decision 
of  the  British  commissioners,  and  said  further  that  they  could  not  con- 
sent to  submit  the  question  of  th'e  liability  of  Her  Majesty's  government 
to  arbitration  unless  the  principles  which  should  govern  the  arbitrator 
in  the  consideration  of  the  facts  could  be  first  agreed  upon. 

The  British  commissioners  replied  that  they  had  no  authority  to  agree 
to  a  submission  of  these  claims  to  an  arbitrator  with  instructions  as  to 
the  principles  which  should  govern  him  in  the  consideration  of  them. 
They  said  that  they  should  be  willing  to  consider  what  principles  should 
be  adopted  for  observance  in  future;  but  that  they  were  of  opinion  that 
the  best  mode  of  conducting  an  arbitration  was  to  submit  the  facts  to 
the  arbitrator,  and  leave  him  free  to  decide  upon  them  after  hearing 
such  argumeuts  as  might  be  necessary. 

The  American  commissioners  replied  that  they  were  willing  to  con- 
sider what  principles  should  be  laid  down  for  observance  in  similar  cases 
in  future,  with  the  understanding  that  any  principles  that  should  be 
agreed  upon  should  be  held  to  be  applicable  to  the  facts  in  respect  to 
the  Alabama  claims. 

The  British  commissioners  replied  that  they  could  not  admit  that 
there  had  been  any  violation  of  existing  principles  of  international  law, 
and  that  their  instructions  did  not  authorize  them  to  accede  to  a  pro- 
posal for  laying  down  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  arbitrator,  but  that 
they  would  make  known  to  their  government  the  views  of  the  American 
commissioners  on  the  subject. 
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At  the  respective  conferences  on  Marcli  9,  March  10,  March  13,  and 
March  14,  the  joint  high  commission  considered  the  form  of  the  decla- 
ration of  principles  or  rules  which  the  American  commissioners  desired 
to  see  adopted  for  the  instruction  of  the  arbitrator  and  laid  down  for 
observance  by  the  two  governments  in  future. 

At  the  close  of  the  conference  of  the  14th  of  March  the  British  com- 
missioners reserved  several  questions  for  the  consideration  of  their  gov- 
ernment. 

At  the  conference  on  the  5th  of  April  the  British  commissioners  stated 
that  they  were  instructed  by  Her  Majesty's  government  to  declare 
that  Her  Majesty's  government  could  not  assent  to  the  proposed  rules 
as  a  statement  of  principles  of  international  law  which  were  in  force 
at  the  time  when  the  Alabama  claims  arose,  but  that  Her  Majesty's 
government,  in  order  to  evince  its  desire  of  strengthening  the  friendly 
relations  between  the  two  countries,  and  of  making  satisfactory  pro- 
vision for  the  future,  agreed  that  in  deciding  the  questions  between 
the  two  countries  arising  out  of  those  claims,  the  arbitrator  should 
assume  that  Her  Majesty's  government  had  undertaken  to  act  upon  the 
principles  set  forth  in  the  rules  which  the  American  commissioners  had 
proposed,  viz : 

That  a  neutral  government  is  bound,  flrst,  to  use  due  diligence  to 
prevent  the  fitting  out,  arming,  or  equipping,  within  its  jurisdiction,  of 
any  vessel  which  it  has  reasonable  ground  to  believe  is  intended  to 
cruise  or  carry  on  war  against  a  power  with  which  it  is  at  peace ;  and 
also  to  use  like  diligence  to  prevent  the  departure  from  its  jurisdiction 
of  any  vessel  intended  to  cruise  or  carry  on  war  as  above,  such  vessel 
having  been  specially  adapted,  in  whole  or  in  part,  within  such  juris- 
diction, to  warlike  use. 

Secondly.  Not  to  permit  or  suffer  either  belligerent  to  make  use  of  its 
ports  or  waters  as  the  base  of  naval  operations  against  the^ other,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  the  renewal  or  augmentation  of  military  supplies  or  arms, 
or  the  recruitment  of  men. 

Thirdly.  To  exercise  due  diligence  in  its  own  ports  or  waters,  and  as 
to  all  persons  within  its  jurisdiction,  to  prevent  any  violation  of  the 
foregoing  obligations  and  duties. 

It  being  a  condition  of  this  undertaking  that  these  obligations  should 
in  future  be  held  to  be  binding  internationally  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. 

It  was  also  settled  that  in  deciding  the  matters  submitted  to  him  the 
arbitrator  should  be  governed  by  the  foregoing  rules,  which  had  been 
agreed  upon  as  rules  to  be  taken  as  applicable  to  the  case,  and  by  such 
principles  6f  international  law,  not  inconsistent  therewith,  as  the  arbi- 
trator should  determine  to  have  been  applicable  to  the  case. 

The  joint  high  commission  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  form  of 
submission  and  the  manner  of  constituting  a  tribunal  of  arbitration. 

At  the  conferences  on  the  6th,  8th,  9th,  10th,  and  12th  of  April  the 
joint  high  commission  considered  and  discussed  the  form  of  submis- 
sion, the  manner  of  the  award,  and  the  mode  of  selecting  the  arbitra- 
tors. 

The  American  commissioners,  referring  to  the  hope  which  they  had 
expressed  on  the  8th  of  March,  inquired  whether  the  British  commis- 
sioners were  prepared  to  place  upon  record  an  expression  of  regret  by 
Her  Majesty's  government  for  the  depredations  committed  by  the  ves- 
sels whose  acts  were  now  under  discussion  ;  and  the  British  commis- 
sions replied  that  they  were  authorized  to  express,  in  a  friendly  spirit, 
the  regret  felt  by  Her  Majesty's  government  for  the  escaxjc,  under  what- 
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ever  circumstances,  of  the  Alabama  and  other  vessels  from  Britisli 
ports,  and  for  the  depredations  committed  by  those  vessels. 

The  American  commissioners  accepted  this  expression  of  regret  as 
very  satisfactory  to  them,  and  as  a  token  of  kindness,  and  said  that  they 
felt  sure  it  would  be  so  received  by  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
United  States. 

In  the  conference  on  the  13th  of  April  the  treaty  Articles  I  to  XI 
were  agreed  to. 


TEEATY  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN,  CONCLUDED 

MAY  8,  1871;  RATIFICATIONS  EXCHANGED  JUNE  17,  1871; 

PROCLAIMED  JULY  4,  1871. 


EXTRACT  RELATING  TO  THE  SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  "  ALABAMA  CLAIMS." 

Article  I. 

Whereas  differences  have  arisen  between  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  government  of  Her  Britannic"  Majesty,  and  still 
exist,  growing  out  of  the  acts  committed  by  the  several  vessels  which 
have  given  rise  to  the  .claims  generically  known  as  the  "Alabama 
claims ;" 

And  whereas  Her  Britannic  Majesty  has  authorized  her  high  com- 
missioners and  plenipotentiaries  to  express,  in  a  friendly  spirit,  the 
regret  felt  by  Her  Majesty's  government  for  the  escape,  under  what- 
ever circumstances,  of  the  Alabama  and  other  vessels  from  British  ports, 
and  for  the  depredations  committed  by  those  vessels  : 

K'ow,  in  order  to  remove  and  adjust  all  complaints  and  claims  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  the  speedy  settlement  of 
such  claims,  which  are  not  admitted  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, the  high  contracting  parties  agree  that  all  the  said  claims, 
growing  out  of  acts  committed  by  the  aforesaid  vessels  and  generically 
known  as  the  "  Alabama  claims,"  shall  be  referred  to  a  tribunal  of  ar- 
bitration to  be  composed  of  five  arbitrators,  to  be  appointed  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner,  that  is  to  say :  One  shall  be  named  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States ;  one  shall  be  named  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty ;  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  Italy  shall  be  requested  to  name  one ;  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Swiss  Confederation  shaU  be  requested  to  name  one  ;  and 
His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil  shall  be  requested  to  name  one. 

In  case  of  the  death,  absence,  or  incapacity  to  serve  of  any  or  either 
of  the  said  arbitrators,  or  in  the  event  of  either  of  the  said  arbitrators 
omitting  or  declining  or  ceasing  to  act  as  such,  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  or  His  Majesty  the  King  of 
Italy,  or  the  President  of  the  Swiss  Confederation,  or  His  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  Brazil,  as  the  case  may  be,  may  forthwith  name  another 
person  to  act  as  arbitrator  in  the  place  and  stead  of  the  arbitrator 
originally  named  by  such  head  of  a  State. 

And  in  the  event  of  the  refusal  or  omission  for  two  months  after 
receipt  of  the  request  from  either  of  the  high  contracting  parties  of  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  Italy,  or  the  President  of  the  Swiss  Confederation, 
or  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  to  name  an  arbitrator  either  to 
fill  the  original  appointment  or  in  the  place  of  one  who  may  have  died, 
be  absent,  or  incapacitated,  or  who  may  omit,  decline,  or  from  any  cause 
cease  to  act  as  such  arbitrator,  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden  and 
Norway  shall  be  requested  to  name  one  or  more  persons,  as  the  case 
may  be,  to  act  as  such  arbitrator  or  arbitrators. 
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Article  II. 

The  arbitrators  shall  meet  at  Geneva,  ia  Switzerland,  at  the  earliest 
convenient  day  after  they  shall  have  been  named,  and  shall  proceed 
impartially  and  carefully  to  examine  and  decide  all  questions  that  shall 
be  laid  before  them  on  the  part  of  the  governments  of  the  United 
States  and  Her  Britannic  Majesty  respectively.  All  questions  consid- 
ered by  the  tribunal,  including  the  final  award,  shall  be  decided  by  a 
majority  of  all  the  arbitrators. 

Each  of.  the  high  contracting  parties  shall  also  name  one  person  to 
attend  the  tribunal  as  its  agent  to  represent  it  generally  in  all  matters 
connected  with  the  arbitration. 

Article  III. 

The  written  or  printed  case  of  each  of  the  two  parties,  accompanied 
by  the  documents,  the  official  correspondence,  and  other  evidence  on 
which  each  relies,  shall  be  delivered  in  duplicate  to  each  of  the  arbi- 
trators and  to  the  agent  of  the  other  party  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the 
organization  of  the  tribunal,  but  within  a  period  not  exceeding  six 
months  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty. 

Article  IY. 

Within  four  months  after  the  delivery  on  both  sides  of  the  written  or 
printed  case,  either  party  may,  in  like  manner,  deliver  in  duplicate  to 
each  of  the  said  arbitrators,  and  to  the  agent  of  the  other  party,  a 
f.ounter-case  and  additional  documents,  correspondence,  and  evidence, 
in  reply  to  the  case,  documents,  correspondence,  and  evidence  so  pre- 
sented by  the  other  party. 

The  arbitrators  may,  however,  extend  the  time  for  delivering  such 
counter-case,  documents,  correspondence,  and  evidence,  when,  in  their 
judgment,  it  becomes  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  distance  of  the 
place  from  which  the  evidence  to  be  presented  is  to  be  procured. 

If  in  the  case  submitted  to  the  arbitrators  either  party  shall  have 
specified  or  alluded  to  any  report  or  document  in  its  own  exclusive  pos- 
session without  annexing  a  copy,  such  party  shall  be  bound,  if  the  other- 
party  thinks  proper  to  apply  for  it,  to  furnish  that  party  with  a  copy 
thereof:  and  either  party  may  call  upon  the  other,  through  the  arbi- 
trators, to  produce  the  originals  or  certified  copies  of  any  papers  adduced 
as  evidence,  giving  in  each  instance  such  reasonable  notice  as  the  arbi- 
trators may  require. 

Article  V. 

It  shall  .be  the  duty  of  the  agent  of  each  party,  within  two  months 
after  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited  for  the  delivery  of  the  counter- 
case  on  both  sides,  to  deliver  in  duplicate  to  each  of  the  said  arbitrators 
and  to  the  agent  of  the  other  party  a  written  or  printed  argument  show- 
ing the  points  and  referring  to  the  evidence  upon  which  his  government 
relies;  and  the  arbitrators  may,  if  they  desire  a  further  elucidation  with 
regard  to  any  point,  require  a  written  or  printed  statement  or  argument, 
or  oral  argument  by  counsel  upon  it;  but  in  such  case  the  other  party 
shall  be  entitled  to  reply  either  orally  or  in  writing,  as  the  case  may  be 

Article  YI. 

In  deciding  the  matters  submitted  to  the  arbitrators,  they  shall  be 
governed  by  the  following  three  rules,  which  are  agreed  upon  by  the 
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high  contracting  parties  as  rules  to  be  taken  as  applicable  to  the  case, 
and  by  sucih  principles  of  international  law  not  inconsistent  therewith 
as  the  arbitrators  shall  determine  to  have  been  applicable  to  the  case. 

RULES. 

A  neutral  government  is  bound — 

First,  to  use  due  diligence  to  prevent  the  fitting  out,  arming,  or  equip- 
ping, within  its  ju.risdiction,  of  any  vessel  which  it  has  reasonable 
ground  to  believe  is  intended  to  cruise  or  to  carry  on  war  against  a 
power  with  which  it  is  at  peace;  and  also  to  use  like  diligence  to  pre- 
vent the  departure  from  its  jurisdiction  of  any  vessel  intending  to  cruise 
or  carry  on  war  as  above,  such  vessel  having  been  specially  adapted,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  within  such  jurisdiction,  to  warlike  use. 

Secondly,  not  to  permit  or  suffer  either  belligerent  to  make  use  of  its 
ports  or  waters  as  the  base  of  naval  operations  against  the  other,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  the  renewal  or  augmentation  of  military  supplies  or 
arms,  or  the  recruitment  of  men. 

Thirdly,  to  exercise  4ue  diligence  in  its  own  ports  and  waters,  and, 
as  to  all  persons  within  its  jurisdiction,  to  prevent  any  violation  of  the 
foregoing  obligations  and  duties. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty  has  commanded  her.high  commissioners  and 
plenipotentiaries  to  declare  that  Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  as- 
sent to  the  foregoing  rules  as  a  statement  of  principles  of  international 
law  which  were  in  force  at  the  time  when  the  claims  mentioned  in  Ar- 
ticle I  arose,  but  that  Her  Majesty's  government,  in  order  to  evince  its 
desire  of  strengthening  the  friendly  relations  between  the  two  countries 
and  of  making  satisfactory  provision  for  the  future,  agrees  that  in  de- 
ciding the  questions  between  the  two  countries  arising  out  of  those 
claims,-  the  arbitrators  should  assume  that  Her  Majesty's  government 
had  undertaken  to  act  upon  the  principles  set  forth  in  these  rules. 

And  the  high  contracting  parties  agree  to  observe  these  rules  as  be- 
tween themselves  in  future,  and  to  bring  them  to  the  knowledge  of  other 
maritime  powers,  and  to  invite  them  to  accede  to  them. 

Artiole  VII. 

The  decision  of  the  tribunal  shall,  if  possible,  be  made  within  three 
months  from  the  close  of  the  argument  on  both  sides. 

It  shall  be  made  in  writing  and  dated,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the 
arbitrators  who  may  assent  to  it. 

The  said  tribunal  shall  first  determine  as  to  each  vessel  separately 
whether  Great  Britain  has,  by  any  act  or  omission,  failed  to  fulfill  any 
of  the  duties  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  three  rules,  or  recognized  by  the 
principles  of  international  law  not  inconsistent  with  such  rules,  and 
shall  certify  such  fact  as  to  each  of  the  said  vessels.  In  case  the  tri- 
bunal find  that  Great  Britain  has  failed  to  fulfill  any  duty  or  duties  as 
aforesaid,  it  may,  if  it  think  proper,  proceed  to  award  a  sum  in  gross  to 
be  paid  by  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  for  all  the  claims  referred 
to  it ;  and  in  such  case  the  gross  sum  so  awarded  shall  be  paid  in  coin 
by  the  government  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  at  Washington,  within  twelve  months  after  the  date  of  the 
award. 

The  award  shall  be  in  duplicate,  one  copy  whereof  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  agent  of  the  United  States  for  his  Government,  and  the  other 
copy  shall  be  delivered  to  the  agent  of  Great  Britain  for  his  govern- 
ment. 
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Article  VIII. 

Each  government  shall  pay  its  own  agent  and  provide  for  the  proper 
remuneration  of  the  counsel  employed  by  it  and  of  the  arbitrator 
appointed  by  it,  and  for  the  expense  of  preparing  and  submitting  its 
case  to  the  tribunal.  All  other  expenses  connected  -with  the  arbitration 
shall  be  defrayed  by  the  two  governments  in  equal  moieties. 

Article  IX. 

The  arbitrators  shall  keep  an  accurate  record  of  their  proceedings, 
and  may  appoint  and  employ  the  necessary  ofiScers  to  assist  them. 

Article  X. 

In  case  the  tribunal  finds  that  Great  Britain  has  failed  to  fulfill  any 
duty  or  duties  as  aforesaid,  and  does  not  award  a  sum  in  gross,  the 
high  contracting  parties  agree  that  a  board  of  assessors  shall  be 
appointed  to  ascertain  and  determine  what  claims  are  valid,  and  what 
amount  or  amounts  shall  be  paid,  by  Great  Britajn  to  the  United  States 
on  account  of  the  liability  arising  from  such  failure,  as  to  each  vessel, 
according  to  the  extent  of  such  liability  as  decided  by  the  arbitrators. 

The  board  of  assessors  shall  be  constituted  as  follows :  One  member 
thereof  shall  be  named  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  one 
member  thereof  shall  be  named  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  and  one 
member  thereof  shall  be  named  by  the  representative  at  Washington 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy ;  and  in  case  of  a  vacancy  happening 
from  any  cause,  it  shall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner  in  which  the  original 
appointment  was  made. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  such  nominations  the  board  of  assessors 
shall  be  organized  in  Washington,  with  power  to  hold  their  sittings 
there,  or  in  New  York,  or  in  Boston.  The  members  thereof  shall  sev- 
erally subscribe  a  solemn  declaration  that  they  will  impartially  and 
carefully  examine  and  decide,  to  the  best  of  their  judgment  and  according 
to  justice  and  equity,  all  matters  submitted  to  them,  and  shall  forthwith 
proceed,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  they  may  prescribe,  to  the 
investigation  of  the  claims  which  shall  be  presented  to  them  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  examine  and  decide  upon 
them  in  such  order  and  manner  as  they  may  think  proper,  but  upon 
such  evidence  or  information  only  as  shall  be  furnished  by  or  on 
behalf  of  the  governments  of  the  United  States  and  of  Great  Britain, 
respectively.  They  shall  be  bound  to  hear  on  each  separate  claim,  if 
required,  one  person  on  behalf  of  each  government,  as  counsel  or 
agent.  A  majority  of  the  assessors  in  each  case  shall  be  sufacient  for 
a  decision. 

The  decision  of  the  assessors  shall  be  given  upon  each  claim  in 
writing,  and  shall  be  signed  by  them  respectively  and  dated. 

Every  claim  shall  be  presented  to  the  assessors  within  six  months 
from  the  day  of  their  first  meeting,  but  they  may,  for  good  cause  shown, 
extend  the  time  for  the  presentation  of  any  claim  to  a  further  period 
not  exceeding  three  months. 

The  assessors  shaU  report  to  each  government  at  or  before  the 
expiration  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  their  first  meeting  the  amount 
of  claims  decided  by  them  up  to  the  date  of  such  report ;  if  further 
claims  then  remain  undecided,  they  shall  make  a  further  report  at  or 
before  the  expiration  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  such  first  meeting  ■ 
and  in  case  any  claims  remain  undetermined  at  that  time,  they  shall 
make  a  final  report  within  a  further  period  of  six  months. 
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The  report  or  reports  shall  be  made  in  duplicate,  and  one  copy  thereof 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and 
one  copy  thereof  to  the  representative  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  at 
Washington. 

All  sums  of  money  which  may  be  awarded  under  this  article  shall  be 
payable  at  Washington,  in  coin,  within  twelve  months  after  the  delivery 
of  each  report. 

The  board  of  assessors  may  employ  such  clerks  as  they  shall  think 
necessary. 

The  expenses  of  the  board  of  assessors  shall  be  borne  equally  by  the 
two  governments,  and  paid  from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  found  expedi- 
ent, on  the  production  of  accounts  certified  by  the  board.  The  remu- 
neration of  the  assessors  shall  also  be  paid  by  the  two  governments  in 
equal  moieties  in  a  similar  manner. 

Article  XI. 

The  high  contracting  parties  engage  to  consider  the  result  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  tribunal  of  arbitration  and  the  board  of  assessors, 
should  such  board  be  appointed,  as  a  full,  perfect,  and  final  settlement 
of  all  the  claims  hereinbefore  referred  to ;  and  further  engage  that  every 
such  claim,  whether  the  same  may  or  may  not  have  been  presented  to 
the  notice  of,  made,  preferred,  or  laid  before  the  tribunal  or  board, 
shall,  from  and  after  the  conclusion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  tribunal 
or  board,  be  considered  and  treated  as  finally  settled,  barred,  and 
thenceforth  inadmissible. 


Article  XLIII. 

The  present  treaty  shall  be  duly  ratified  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  thereof,  and  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty;  and  the  ratifications  shall 
be  exchanged  either  at  Washington  or  at  London  within  six  months 
from  the  date  hereof,  or  earlier  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries,  have  signed 
this  treaty  and  have  hereunto  affixed  our  seals. 

Done  in  duplicate  at  Washington  the  eighth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-one. 


L.  s. 
L,  s, 
L.  s. 
L.  s. 

L.  S. 
L.  S. 
L.  S. 
L.  S. 
L.  g. 
L.  S. 


HAMILTON  FISH. 

EOB'T  C.  SOHBNCK. 

SAMUEL  NELSON. 

EBENEZEE  EOOKWOOD  HOAE. 

GEO.  H.  WILLIAMS. 

De  GEEY  &  EIPON. 

STAPFOED  H.  NOETHCOTE. 

EDW'D  thoentok 
john  a.  macdonald. 

MOUNTAGUE  BEENAED. 


GREAT  BRITAIN  THE  ARSENAL,  THE  NAVY  YARD,  ANB  THE  TREASURY 
OF  THE  INSURGENTS. 


Note. — The  following  documents,  consisting  in  part  of  copies  of  papers 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  "War,  the  Navy,  and  tlie  Treasury  Departments, 
which  were  captured  at  the  taking  of  Richmond  and  at  other  times,  and 
in  part  consisting  of  copies  of  papers  in  the  possession  of  the  Department  " 
of  State,  some  of  which  have  heen  before  made  public,  are  now  printed  for 
the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  words  of  Mr.  Fish  when  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Motley  on  the  25th  of  September,  1869,  as  follows,  see  ante  p.  11 :  "  We  com- 
plain that  the  insurrection  in  the  Southern  States,  if  it  did  not  exist,  was 
continued,  and  obtained  its  enduring  vitality,  by  means  of  the  resources 
it  drew  from  Great  Britain.  We  complain  that,  by  reason  of  the  imper- 
fect discharge  of  its  neutral  duties  on  the  part  of  the  Queen's  Govern- 
ment, Great  Britain  became  the  military,  naval,  and  financial  basis  of  in- 
surgent warfare  against  the  United  States.  We  complain  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  merchant  marine  by  British  ships  manned  by  British  seamen, 
armed  with  British  guns,  dispatched  from  British  dock-yards,  sheltered 
and  harbored  in  British  ports.  We  complain  that,  by  reason  of  the  policy 
and  the  acts  of  the  Queeu's  ministers,  injury  incalculable  was  inflicted 
on  the  United  States." 


OOEEESPONDEITCE. 

Mr.  Memminger  to  Messrs.  John  Fraser  &  Go. 

[Extract.] 

EiCHMOND,  A])ril  30,  1861. 
Dear  Siks  :  Tours  of  the  27t]i  instant  is  received.  I  am  obliged  to 
you  for  tlie  trouble  you  have  taken  to  state  so  clearly  the  value  of  coin 
in  relation  to  sterling  exchange.  I  agree  with  you  both  in  these  views 
and  in  what  you  say  as  to  the  loyalty  and  patriotism  of  the  banks  of 
Charleston.  Like  the  people  of  Charleston,  they  have  all  acted  nobly, 
and  I  will  take  pleasure'in  doing  them  the  most  ample  justice. 

But  the  point  to  which  I  desired  to  direct  your  attention  is  outside  of 
these  considerations.  Charleston  being  the  nearest  point  to  Europe, 
and  your  house  having  generously  offered  its  aid  to  carry  out  the  gov- 
ernment operations,  I  proposed  to  carry  on  the  contracts  required 
abroad  through  you,  and  to  relieve  your  banks  from  payments  of  coin 
by  accepting  their  exchange. 

Very  truly,  yours,  with  respect, 

C.  G.  MEMMINGEE, 

Secretary  Treasury. 
Messrs.  John  Feasek  &  Co.,  Charleston,  S.  C.     . 


AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  purchase  or  construction  of  certain  vessels  of  war. 

Section  1.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  en- 
act, That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
purchased,  if  possible,  otherwise  to  be  constructed,  with  the  least  pos- 
sible delay,  in  France  or  England,  one  or  two  war  steamers  of  the  most 
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modern  and  improved  description,  with  a  powerful  armament  and  fully 
equipped  for  service. 

Section  2.  The  Congress  do  further  enact,  That  the  sum  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  carry  the 
foregoing  section  into  effect. 

HOWELL  COBB, 

President  of  the  Congress. 
Approved  May  10, 1861. 

JEPFEESON  DAVIS. 

A  true  copy. 

JAMES  M.  MATTHEWS, 

Law  Cleric  Department  of  Justice. 


AN  ACT  authorizing  an  agent  to  be  sent  abroad  to  purchase  vessels  and  arms,  and 
making  an  a^jpropriation  therefor. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  •  of  America  do  enact,  That,  to 
enable  the  navy  department  to  send  an  agent  abroad  to  purchase  six 
steam  propellers,  in  addition  to  those  heretofore  authorized,  together 
with  rifled  cannon,  small  arms,  and  other  ordnance  stores  and  munitions 
of  war,  the  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of 
the  treasury  of  the  Confederate  States. 

HOWELL  COBB, 

President  of  the  Congress. 
Approved  May  10, 1861. 

JEPFEESON  DAVIS. 

.    A  true  copy. 

JAMES  M.  MATTHEWS, 

Laic  Cleric  Department  Justice. 


Mr.  Walker  to  Mr.  Green, 

CONPEDBEATE  STATES  OP  AMERICA, 

War  Department,  Bichmond,  July  1, 1861. 

Sir  :  Ton  are  hereby  associated  with  Captain  Huse  and  Major  Ander- 
son, now  in  London,  in  the  purchase  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  for 
this  government.  On  your  arrival  in  London  you  will  exhibit  this  com- 
munication to  them,  as  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  know  this  fact, 
without  delay,  to  secure  cooperation. 

By  recent  dispatches  they  have  been  directed  to  purchase  100,000 
muskets  or  rifles,  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  speedy  ship- 
ments be  made.  To  this  point  some  one  of  you  should  devote  special 
attention. 

In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  Captain  North,  of  the 
Confederate  States  navy,  is  now  in  Europe  to  purchase  vessels  for  this 
government,  and  it  is  probable  that,  being  a  British  subject,  you  might 
secure  the  shipment  under  British  colors. 

In  securing  arms  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  department  to  restrict 
you  to  any  particular  locality,  but  to  urge  the  commission  to  proceed 
wherever  there  is  any  probability  of  success. 
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The  necessities  of  tlie  government  are  such  as  to  require  the  utmost 
expedition  and  industry  on  the  part  of  its  agents.  Special  directions 
in  the  nature  of  instructions  are  purposely  avoided,  as  the  department 
has  confidence  in  the  discretion  of  its  agents,  and  must  leave  them  free  to 
exercise  their  discretion  under  the  necessities  of  their  position. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 
Secretary  of  War, 
Mr.  Charles  Green, 

Of  Savannah,  Georgia, 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Davis, 

[Extract.] 

Confederate  States, 

l^avy  Department,  July  18, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  operations  of  this  depart- 
ment since  the  26th  of  April  last,  the  date  of  my  last  report. 

ESTIMATES. 

The  two  acts  of  Congress,  Nos.  116, 117,  approved  on  the  10th  of  May 
last,  authorized  the  expenditure  of  three  millions  of  dollars  for  certain 
objects,  including  the  purchase  of  an  iron-clad  or  armored  war  ship ; 
but  no  money  was  supplied  in  the  general  estimates  to  meet  these 
expenditures,  and  the  operations  of  the  department  in  the  purchase, 
construction,  equipment,  &c.,  of  vessels  have  been  circumscribed  to 
and  confined  to  the  sum  of  $1,100,000,  appropriated  by  the  act  of  15th 
March,  1861.  Of  this  sum  I  placed  $600,000  at  once  in  England,  and 
dispatched  agents  abroad  to  purchase  gun-boats. 

No  additional  appropriations  are  required  under  acts  K"o.  116  and  117, 
before  referred  to,  as  the  appropriations  were  embraced  in  the  acts ;  but 
I  recommend  that  funds  be  provided  as  early  as  practicable  to  meet 
those  appropriations,  and  enable  the  department  fully  to  carry  out  the 
terms  of  the  acts. 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

His  Excellency  the  President. 


Mr.  Walker  to  Messrs.  Huse  and  Anderson. 

[Extract.] 

Confederate  States  op  America, 

War  Department,  Richmond,  July  22, 1861. 
Gentlemen  :  In  view  of  the  magnitude  of  this  struggle,  and  of  the 
pressing  exigencies  which  surround  us,  this  department  deems  it  ne- 
cessary to  enlarge  your  powers,  and  to  press  upon  you,  with  more 
earnestness  than  ever,  the  necessity  of  procuring  at  once,  and  by 
every  means  within  your  reach,  a  supply  of  arms  and  munitions  of 
war  for  the  confederate  government.     You  are  therefore  hereby  in- 
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structed  to  increase  your  exertions  and  enlarge  your  operations  for  this 
object  to  the  utmost  extent  of  your  power.  To  this  end  you  are  author- 
ized to  depart  at  your  discretion  from  the  terms  of  your  original  instruc- 
tions. 

You  will  purchase,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  all  the  arms  suit- 
able for  our  purposes,  which  can  be  obtained  from  whatever  places  and 
at  whatever  price.  And  if  a  sufficient  quantity  of  arms  cannot  be  pur- 
chased at  once,  you  are  authorized  to  enter  into  contracts  at  your  dis- 
cretion with  manufacturers,  and  to  spare  no  expense  or  risk  which  may 
be  necessary  to  secure  the  largest  quantity  of  arms,  of  the  best  quality, 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  sufficient  to  arm,  if  needs  be,  not  less 
than  five  hundred  regiments.  To  this  end  increased  sums  of  money,  to 
whatever  an  amount  may  be  necessary,  will  be  placed  at  your  disposal. 

You  are  furthermore  authorized  and  instructed  to  make  purchases  of 
powder  in  large  quantities,  of  the  best  qualities  that  can  be  obtained, 
both  cannon  powder  and  musket  and  riiie  powder,  and  to  prepare  the 
same  for  immediate  shipment. 

This  department  would  again  call  your  attention  to  its  late  letter  of 
July  17,  inclosing  extracts  from  a  communication  from  I.  H.  Hatch,  the 
collector  at  New  Orleans.  To  insure  its  reaching  you,  a  copy  of  this 
extract  is  again  here  inclosed.  But  in  view  of  the  peculiar  difficulties 
attending  your  shipments  to  America,  the  department  would  ask  your 
attention  to  another  scheme  for  effecting  this  object. 

The  secretary  of  the  navy  has  placed  at  the  disposal-  of  this  depart- 
ment the  armed  vessel  the  McEae.  This  vessel  will  proceed  at  once  ta 
England  to  cooperate  with  you.  (A  duplicate  of  this  letter  will  be  for- 
warded by  her.)  It  is  suggested  that  if  a  number  of  smaller  vessels 
could  be  secured,  under  British  colors  and  with  British  clearances,  and 
laden  with  our  arms,  the  McEae  could  convoy  and  protect  them  upon 
their  voyage.  These  vessels  might  make  the  port  of  Nassau,  New  Prov- 
idence, or  some  other  port  equally  favorably  situated ;  thence  they  might 
clear,  with  probable  safety,  for  the  coast  of  Honduras  or  of  Yucatan,  and 
enter  upon  the  coast  either  of  Florida  or  Louisiana.  This  scheme  is  sub- 
mitted to  your  consideration,  and  you  will  decide  among  such  as  have 
been  presented  or  may  have  occurred  to  you,  according  to  the  best  infor- 
mation you  can  obtain. 

More  than  one  route  might,  perhaps,  with  advantage  be  attempted 
simultaneously.  To  meet  this  contingency,  or  any  other  which  may 
possibly  arise,  an  additional  naval  officer  will  be  sent  over  in  the  McRae, 
who  will  either  cooperate  in  the  return  voyage,  or,  if  deemed  necessary, 
remain  behind  to  take  charge  of  any  subsequent  shipment. 

Pressing  once  more  the  supreme  importance  of  this  subject  upon  your 
earnest  attention,  and  confiding  in  your  unremitting  efforts, 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 

.Secretary  of  War. 

Captain  Caleb  Huse  and  Major  Edward  C.  Anderson,  London, 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  23. 1  United  States  Consulate, 

JSfassau,  K  P.,  July  27,  1861. 
Sir  :  There  is  utter  stagnation  in  all  branches  of  commercial  life, 
owing  to  the  war,  and  there  will  consequently  be  a  great  reduction  in 
the  usual  fees  of  the  consulate. 
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I  am  sorry  to  notice  a  strong  feeling  in  favor  of  the  rebellion  among 
the  British  ofacials,  as  well  as  among  the  merchant  population  of  Nas- 
sau. 

With  sentiments  of  highest  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 

No.  53.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  1,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  learn,  through  what  seems  a  very  direct  channel,  that  Mr.  J. 
D.  Bullock,  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  is  in  Europe ;  that  he  has  contracted 
for  ten  iron  steamers,  guu-boats,  all  to  be  armed,  at  $750,000  for  all,  and 
all  to  come  out  as  war  vessels. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c6c.,  c6c.,  &o. 


Mr.  Pratt  to  Mr.  Walker. 

University  op  Alabama,  August  18, 1861. 
Dear  Sir  :  The  inclosed  letter  from  Captain  Huse  was  received  to- 
day at  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  the  University  of  Alabama. 
He  being  absent  in  Virginia,  it  devolves  on  the  undersigned  to  copy 
it  and  transmit  the  original  and  the  copy. 

The  copy  will  be  sent  by  the  mail  of  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  PEATT. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Virginia. 


[Inclosure.] 
Captain  Huse  to  Major  Oorgas, 

Paris,  July  22,  1861. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  my  means  of  communi- 
cating with  the  war  department  since  my  arrival  iii  Europe  liaA^e  been, 
as  you  must  be  aware,  almost  entirely  cut  off.  I  have  felt  the  necessity 
of  communicating,  if  such  a  thing  were  possible,  but  rather  than  have 
my  letters  fall  into  improper  hands  it  has  seemed  to  me  better  that  I 
should  defer  writing  till  an  opportunity  offered  of  sending  a  letter 
through  with  safety. 

I  learn  that  letters  now  pass  from  the  United  States  to  the  Confeder- 
ate States  by  way  of  Lquisville,  and  I  have  decided  to  make  use  of  that 
3  A  C— VI 
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means  of  communication  by  addressing  my  letter  to  a  citizen  of  tlie 
confederacy,  with  a  request  that  he  will  forward  it  to  the  war  depart- 
ment. 

Since  I  have  been  in  Europe  I  have  found  my  operations  very  much 
embarrassed  from  two  causes  : 

First,  having  but  very  limited  means  at  my  disposal,  and  the  market 
being  but  poorly  supplied  with  munitions  of  war,  when  at  the  same  time 
there  were  several  agents  with  large  means  at  their  command  purchas- 
ing for  other  governments,  among  which  were  the  United  States,  Italy, 
Spain,  Eussia,  and  Peru.  The  United  States  agents  and  the  agents 
of  individual  Northern  States  were  my  most  formidable  competitors. 
Their  orders  appear  to  have  been  unlimited,  both  as  regards  price  and 
quantity,  and  they  paid  cash  in  every  instance.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  am  certain  that'  you  cannot  fail  to  appreciate  the  difiQculties 
under  which  I  have  had  to  execute  my  orders. 

I  should  state,  moreover,  that  the  United  States  ministers  to  England, 
France,  and  Belgium  have.beeu  very  active  in  their  endeavors  to  dis- 
cover what  the  agents  of  the  confederacy  are  effecting.  They  have 
agents  employed  for  no  other  purpose,  and  it  is  of  the  highest  import- 
ance that  these  agents  should  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  all  the  acts  of  any 
agent  of  the  confederacy. 

Any  person  that  has  ever  become  acquainted  with  Europe,  from  per- 
sonal experience,  knows  how  dififtcult  it  is  for  a  stranger  to  keep  his 
actions  secret  when  spies  are  on  his  path.  The  gentleman  that  left 
Montgomery  in  May  with  orders  to  cooperate  with  me  has  been  with 
me  since  his  arrival  in  England,  and  in  everything  that  has  been  done 
he  has  coridally  cooperated  mith  me. 

We  have  found  it  impossible  to  purcjiase  any  arms  that  in  our  opinion 
could  be  classed  as  coming  within  the  description  contained  in  my  let- 
ter of  instructions.  In  such  a  time  as  the  present  neither  that  gentle- 
man nor  myself  would  have  hesitated  to  depart  from  the  strict  letter  of 
the  department,  if  by  so  doing  we  could  have  secured  arms  that  in  our 
opinion  would  have  been  valuable  to  the  army. 

We  have  found,  however,  that  nothing  was  to  be  had  in  all  Europe 
approaching  to  the  requirements  of  our  instructions  or  to  our  own 
standard  (5f  excellence. 

We  have  received  communications  from  several  parties  that  offered 
cannon,  small  arms,  accouterments,  and,  in  fact,  munitions  of  war  of  all 
kinds,  and  of  the  best  quality,  but  when  we  came  to  examine  the  sam- 
ples, we  have  found  everything  to  be  old  and  unserviceable,  the  small 
arms  either  smooth-bored,  or  that  had  once  been,  and  that  were  origin- 
ally made  with  flint  locks.  We  have  decided  that  we  ought  not  to  pur- 
chase such  arms  without  explicit  orders  to  that  effect.  Besides  being 
arms  of  an  inferior  quality,  in  which  the  soldiers  of  the  army  would 
have  little  confidence,  the  adding  of  another  caliber  would  give  rise  to 
great  confusion  and  might  lead  to  very  disastrous  results. 

We  are  informed  that  the  United  States  agent,  in  this  case  the  min- 
ister, (Mr.  Dayton,)  has  purchased,  within  a  few  days,  30,000  of  old 
flint-lock  muskets,  which  are  to  be  altered  before  they  are  sent  to  the 
United  States. 

There  are  other  muskets  here  in  France  of  a  similar  character,  which 
it  will  probably  be  possible  to  purchase.  They  are  not  such  as,  in  our 
opiriion,  are  required,  but  it  may  be  that  we  shall  consider  it  important 
to  prevent  their .  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  by  purchasing 
them  for  the  confederacy. 

The  statistics  of  the  Italian  war  go  to  prove  that  the  mortality  is  no 
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greater  with  rifled  arms  than  with  smooth-bored  barriels,  and  that  the 
latter,  in  the  hands  of  disciplined  troops,  would  be  quite  as  good  as  the 
best  Enfield  rifle. 

Whether  the  troops  of  the  confederate  army  would  have  that  confi- 
dence in  such  arms  as  would  make  them  eflcient,  is  a  question  which 
we  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  answer.  If  we  could  obtain  these  arms 
by  giving  an  order  on  the  confederate  government  in  payment,  we  should 
not  hesitate  to  purchase  them.  They  must,  however,  be  paid  for  in 
cash,  as,  indeed,  must  everything  else  required  in  war,  at  the  present 
time. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  remittances  have  been  sent  forward  before  this, 
for  I  have  entered  into  contracts  which  will  require  some  25  per  cent, 
more  than  the  amount  which  I  have  received,  and  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  pledge  a  portion  of  the  property  already  purchased,  unless  I  receive, 
money  before  the  payments  become  due. 

The  agent  for  the  navy  department  has  cooperated  with  me,  and  all 
the  small  arms  that  have  been  obtained  by -either  are  of  the  same  cali- 
ber, that  of  the  Enfield  rifle,  and  sufficiently  near  to  that  of  the  Har- 
per's Ferry  rifle  to  admit  of  the  same  ammunition  being  used  for  both. 

Not  feeling  that  there  is  any  certainty  of  my  letter  being  received  by 
the  war  department  without  having  first  been  opened,  I  shall  state 
what  has  been  done  in  terms  that  can  only  be  understood  by  the  depart- 
ment. 

Eeferring  to  schedule  A,  inclosed  with  my  orders  dated  April  17,  I 
shall  have  ready  by  the  1st  of  August  40  per  cent,  of  the  first-named 
article,  two-fifths  of  the  third  named,  and  material  for  as  many  more. 
There  will  also  be  ready  at  the  same  time  accouterments  in  number 
nearly  equal  to  the  muskets  purchased.  The  shipping  of  the  articles 
will  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  of  the  navy  department. 

Everything  purchased  is  of  the  best  quality,  and  has  been  obtained 
at  as  low  prices  as  the  condition  of  the  market  permitted. 

By  the  end  of  October  we  shall  have  one-half  the  number  named  in 
the  first  line  of  second  schedule  of  purchases,  forwarded  to  me  by  letter 
to  Liverpool. 

Every  other  article  excepting  the  first  named  can  be  obtained  with- 
out difficulty.  All  the  freliminary  arrangements  for  securing  them 
from  the  best  establishments  in  England  have  already  been  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  H. 

Major  J.  GoEGAS, 

Corps  of  Artillery^  C.  8.  A. 

The'  gentleman  who  sailed  in  a  small  vessel  from  Savannah  requests 
me  to  say  that  his  last  letter  to  the  department  was  dated  July  6. 


Mr.  WMtmg  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  26.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  W.  P.,  August  24, 1861. 
SiK :  The  secession  feeling  runs  high  here,  and  at  a  dinner  given 
yesterday  by  a  prominent  citizen  to  the  officers  of  the  Challenger,  the 
health  of  "Tresident  Davis"  was  proposed  and  drunk,  and  many  other 
equally  offensive  sentiments  to  Union  ears  were  uttered.  I  was  not 
present,  but  have  the  best  authority  for  the  facts. 
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On  the  assertion  of  one  of  the  offlcers  of  the  Challenger,  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  eighteen  first-class  gun-boats  are  expected  here  from  Eng- 
land, at  an  early  day,  to  "  support  their  neutrality." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  WHITING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

■No.  35.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES, 

London,  August  30, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  in  your  dispatch  'So.  56,  dated 
the  8th  instant,  a  notice  of  the  advent  of  Mr.  Abner  M.  Godfrey,  of 
Mobile,  on  a  commission  to  purchase  arms  and  ammunition,  and  to  ship 
them  for  the  use  of  the  secessionists.  I  have  heretofore,  from  time  to 
time,  received  similar  notice  from  the  Department  as  to  other  emissaries 
of  the  same  kind,  accompanied  with  instructions  to  be  on  the  alert  to 
prevent  the  attainment  of  the  object  indicated. 

You -will  before  this  have  formed  some  notion  of  the  extent  of  my  power 
in  this  way,  from  my  success  in  preventing  the  departure  of  the  *Ber- 
muda.  No  stronger  case  is  likely  to  be  made  out  against  any  parties  than 
this.  The  activity  of  our  consuls,  Messrs.  Wilding  and  Davy,  furnished 
me  with  very  exact  information  of  all  the  circumstances  attending 
the  equipment  of  this  vessel,  and  yet  Her  Majesty's  government,  on 
being  apprised  of  it,  disclaimed  all  power  to  interfere.  Under  these 
circumstances,  all  that  seems  left  to  me  to  do  is  to  gather  such  informa- 
tion of  these  movements  as  I  may  for  transmission  to- the  Department 
in  season  to  be  on  the  lookout  to  intercept  the  supplies  before  they 
reach  the  coast. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


General  Lawton  to  General  Cooper. 

Headquarters  Military  District,' 

Savannah,  September  20, 1861. 

General:  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  war  department  to 
the  arms  and  munitions  on  board' the  steamer  Bermuda  from  England, 
which  entered  this  port  two  days  since.  Learning  at  first  that  these 
arms  had  been  shipped  on  private  account,  I  promptly  made  applica- 
tion to  the  consignees  at  Charleston,  and  find  that  most  of  them 
belonged  already  to  the  confederate  government,  and  the  remainder 
had  been  sold  by  the  consignees  to  the  confederate  ofacers  at  Charles- 
ton. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  cannot  too  earnestly  appeal  to  the 
department  to  have  at  least  three  thousand  of  the  small  arms  and  six 
of  the  rifled  cannon  of  different  calibers  for  the  protection  of  this 
coast. 

*  For  account  of  Mr.  Adams'  action  in  t,l3o-oaaa-r.f  tVia  TtgvmiTrig.  ega  v/^i  i  -m-.  7=^u_ 
768. 
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I  have  now  been  authorized  by  the  secretary  of  war  to  organize  such 
forces  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  defense  of  the  coast ;  but  this  State 
has  no  arms ;  the  confederate  government  has  furnished  me  none,  and 
even  the  private  arms  along  the  coast  are  fast  being  exhausted.  All 
available  arms  have  been  sent  from  Georgia  to  Virginia,  and  we  are 
left  in  a  deplorable  condition.  That  this  steamer  should  come  to  our 
very  doors,  freighted  with  arms  and  munitions  and  every  comfort  that 
the  soldier  needs,  and-  then  to  see  them  all  carried  away  without  any 
assistance  given  here,  causes  a  feeling  of  great  dissatisfaction,  and 
almost  of  despair. 

I  again  respectfully  urge  that  this  coast  may  be  remembered  in  the 
distribution  of  arms. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  LAWTON, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  General,  Richmond  Virginia. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  Messrs.  John  Fraser  &  Co. 

War  Department  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  September  27, 1861. 
Gentlemen  :  I  have  your  favor  of  the  23d  instant.  I  understood 
from  Mr.  Hanckell  that  you  proposed  to  place  the  Bermuda  at  the  service 
of  the  government  by  way  of  charter,  and  on  conference  with  the  sec- 
-retary  of  the  navy  we  concluded  that  we  could  femploy  her  whole  ton- 
nage, if  the  terms  were  mutually  satisfactory.  It  was  for  that  reason  I 
telegraphed  a  request  that  you  would  send  us  Some  person  authorized 
to  contract  for  your  house  in  the  matter. 

Having  said  this  much  by  way  of  explanation,  I  now  add  that  I  heart- 
ily approve  of  the  arrangement  made  with  you  by  General  Ripley,  for 
bringing  out  100,000  pounds  of  cannon  powder  for  the  government. 

I  will  not  request  from  you,  under  the  circumstances,  any  further 
attention  in  behalf  of  the  government,  satisfied,  from  your  known  zeal 
and  patriotism,  that  your  house  in  Liverpool  will  aid  our  agents  there 
in  any  manner  in  their  power,  and  Captain  Huse  will  receive  renewed 
instructions  to  apply  to  them  in  full  confidence,  that  they  will  cheerfully 
facilitate  any  arrangement  he  may  desire  to  make. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
Messrs.  John  Fraser  &  Co. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  29.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  September  30,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  am  convinced  that  the  rebels  and  their  sympathizers  have  deter- 
mined to  make  Nassau  a  depot  from  which  supplies  may  be  reshipped  to 
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fhe  insurgent  States.  At  all  events  large  quantities  of  provisions  are 
constantly  arriving  here  from  the  I^orth  for  other  purposes  than  the 
supply  of  this  market. 

With  every  respect,  sir,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  WHITING. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  1, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  find  myself  receiving,  at 
every  fresh  arrival  from  the  United  States,  instructions  from  my  Gov- 
ernment to  make  representations  to  your  lordship  concerning  alleged 
violations  of  Her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  committed  by 
British  subjects  through  the  channel  of  the  colonies  situated  near  the 
United  States.  I  have  the  honor  now  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  con- 
sideration the  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  from  a  person  named  John 
P.  Baldwin,  living  at  Richmond,  in  Virginia,  in  the  service  of  the  insur- 
gents, addressed  to  Henry  Adderly,  esq.,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence. 
It  appears  by  this  letter  that  Nassau  has  been  made,  to  some  extent,  an 
entrepot  for  the  transmission  of  articles  contraband  of  war  from  Great 
Britain  to  the  ports  held  by  the  insurgents.  It  would  be  a  great  source 
of  satisfaction  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  learn  that  Her 
Majesty's  government  felt  itself  clothed  with  the  necessary  power  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  such  contraband  from  the  colonies  for  the 
use  of  the  insurgents,  and  that  it  would  furnish  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions to  the  local  authorities  to  attain  that  end. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell, 

&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


[Inolosure.] 
M.r.  Baldwin  to  Mr.  Adderly. 

Richmond,  Virginia,  July  30, 1861. 

My  Dear  Adderly  :  The  secretary  of  the  navy  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  has  ordered  from  England,  to  be  shipped  to  Nassau, 
a  quantity  of  arms  and  powder.  I  have  recommended  them  to  be  con- 
signed to  you,  and  I  have,  to  ask  you,  as  a  favor  to  me,  to  take  good 
care  of  them.  I  will  be  with  you  soon,  and  will  expect  your  aid  in 
transshipping  the  same. 

I  must  request  you  to  regard  this  as  a  confidential  communication,  and 
will  explain  the  reasons  when  we  meet.  Tou  need  not  write  me  at  all 
on  the  subject. 

Hoping  soon  to  see  you.  I  remain  your  friend, 

JNO.  P.  BALDWIN. 
Henry  Adderly,  Esq., 

Nassau,  If.  P.,  Baliamas. 
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For  Mr.  Seward's  clispatcli  transmitting  the  above  letter  to  Mr.  Adams, 
September  10,  1861,  see  Vol.  I,  p.  518. 

For  Earl  Eussell's   acknowledgment,  October  8,  1861,  see  post  p.  42. 

For  Earl  Eussell's  reply  denying  the  receipt  .of  all  warlike  stores  at 
Nassau,  January  8, 1862,  sec^post  p.  57. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Mallory. 

War  Department  C.  S.  A., 

Bichmond,  October  4,  1861. 
Sir:  Could  you  spare  an  officer  from  your  department  to  proceed  to 
•  Havana  and  take  charge  of  funds  there  to  be  used  by  agents  of  this 
department  in  the  purchase  of  small  arms  and  ammunition  ? 

It  is  very  important  that  an  offlcer  of  large  experience  and  one  not 
afraid  of  assuming  responsibility  in  an  emergency  should  be  sent,  and 
if  you  have  any  such  officer  not  now  actively  employed,  the  public 
service  would  be  much  promoted  by  your  confiding  the  trust  to  him. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BEKJAMIK, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War, 
Hon.  S.  E.  Mallokt, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Commander  Wm.  U.  LeBoy,  Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Mystic, 
to  Hon.  Gideon  Wells,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  October  7, 1861.* 

[Extract.] 

On  my  arrival  at  Barbadoes  I  waited  upon  his  excellency  Governor 
Hincks,  and  in  conversation,  in  reply  to  a  question  on  my  part,  as  to  the 
treatment  the  "  Sumter"  would  receive,  if  touching  at  Barbadoes,  and 
if  she  would  be  permitted  to  take  coal,  &c.,  was  told  that  in  compliance 
with  instructions  from  the  home  government  no  distinction  would  be  made 
between  the  Federal  vessels  and  those  belonging  to  the  southern  con- 
federation. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londmi,  September  30,  1861. 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States,  regrets  to  be  obliged  to  inform  the  right  honorable 
Earl  Eussell,  Her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs, 
that  he  has  been  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  pre- 
fer a  complaint  against  the  authorities  of  the  island  of  Trinidad  for  a 
violation  of  Her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  by  giving  aid  and 
encouragement  to  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States.  It  appears,  by  an 
extract  from  a  letter  received  at  the  Department  of  State  from  a  gentle- 
man believed  to  be  worthy  of  credit,  a  resident  of  Trinidad,  Mr.  Francis 
Bernard,  a  copy  of  which  is  submitted  herewith,  that  a  steam  vessel, 
known  as  an  armed  insurgent  privateer,  called  the  Sumter,  was  received 

*  The  day  of  lier  arrival  in  the  United  States  from  tlie  west  coast  of  Africa. 
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on  the  30th  of  July  last  at  that  port,  and  was  permitted  to  remain  for  sis 
days,  during  which  time  she  was  not  only  furnished  witli  all  necessary 
supplies  for  the  continuance  of  her  cruise,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
attorney  general,  but  that  Her  Majesty's  flag  was  actually  hoisted  on  the 
government  flag-staff  in  acknowledgment  of  her  arrival. 

The  undersigned  has  been  directed  by  his  Government  to  bring  this 
extraordinary  proceeding  to  the  attention  of  Lord  Russell,  and,  in  case 
it  shall  not  be  satisfactorily  explained,  to  ask  for  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  shall  insure,  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  the  island,  the 
prevention  of  all  occurrences  of  the  kind  during  the  continuance  of  the 
difiiculties  in  America. 

The  undersigned  deems  it  proper  to  add,  in  explanation  of  the  absence 
of  any  official  representation  from  Trinidad  to  substantiate  the  present 
complaint,  that  there  was  no  consul  of  the  United  States  there  at  the 
time  of  the  arrival  of  the  vessel.  The  undersigned  liad  the  honor,  a  few 
days  since,  to  apprise  Lord  Eussell  of  the  fact  that  this  deficiency  had 
been  since  supplied,  by  preferring  an  application  for  Her  Majesty's  exe- 
quator  for  a  new  consul,  who  is  already  on  his  way  to  occupy  his  post. 

The  undersigned  begs  to  renew  to  Earl  Russell  the  assurances  of  bis 
highest  consideration. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eakl  Russell,  jfec,  (fee,  db. 


[Inclosure.] 

Mr.  Bernard  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Trinidad,  August  7, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  on  the  30th  ultimo  a  steam  sloop  of  war, 
(Semmes,  commander,)  carrying  a  secession  flag,  five  guns,  some  of  a  large 
caliber,  and  a  crew  of  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  sailed  boldly  in  our  harbor,  and  reported  herself  to  the  author- 
ities of  this  island  as  being  on  a  cruise.  She  was  last  from  Puerto 
Cabello;  and  since  she  succeeded  in.  getting  out  of  the  Mississippi  River 
she  has  already  captured  no  less  tHan  eleven  American  vessels.  I  have 
ascertained  the  .names  of  some  of  them,  viz,  the  Joseph  Maxwell,  Abe 
Bradford,  Minnie  Miller,  West  Wind,  of  Westerly,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar 
from  Havana,  and  Golden  Rocket,  which  was  burnt  by  her  off  the  coast 
of  Cuba. 

The  Sumter  landed  eight  of  her  prisoners  here  in  a  destitute  con- 
dition ;  but  a  contribution  has  been  raised  here  for  their  benefit,  suffi- 
cient to  supply  their  immediate  wants,  and  I  will  take  care  that  they 
are  provided  for  till  an  opportunity  offers  to  ship  them  to  the  States. 

The  Sumter  remained  here  till  the  5th  instant,  and  was  allowed  to 
supply  herself  with  coals  and  other  necessary  outfits.  The  British  flag 
was  hoisted  on  the  governinent  flagstaff  for  her  arrival,  and  the  officers 
of  the  British  war  vessel  Cadmus  appeared  to  be  on  amicable  terms 
with  those  of  the  Sumter.  The  merchant  who  supplied  the  Sumter 
with  coals  did  it  with  the  consent  and  approval  of  our  attorney  general. 

Being  a  loyal  American,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  send  you  these  infor- 
mations, as  there  has  been  no  consul  of  our  nation  in  this  island  for 
many  months. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  BERNARD. 

The  Secretary  op  State  of  the  United  States. 
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3Ir.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  58.]  LEaATiON  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  Lord  Eussell's  note  to  me 
of  the  4th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
authorities  of  the  Island  of  Trinidad,  made  under  instructions  from  the 
Department.  • 

It  will  appear  from  this  that  the  governor  of  Trinidad,  by  hoisting 
the  British  flag  on  the  government  flag-staff,  probably  desired  to  signify 
to  the  officers  of  the  Sumter,  on  their  arrival,  the  neutral  character  of 
the  island,  but  that  he,  in  the  mean  time,  forgot  that  the  act  is  suscepti- 
ble of  a  very  different  construction  in  the  popular  mind. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  ambiguous  course  taken  by  Her 
Majesty's  government  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  has  had  the  effect 
of  rousing  the  selfish  interests  of  many  persons  in  her  American 
dependencies  who  hope  to  benefit  by  the  domestic  difficulties  in  the 
United  States.  And  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  upon  whom  the 
responsibility  for  aU  ministerial  action  is  systematically  devolved,  are 
seldom  disposed  to  counsel  active  measures  of  repression  when  a  passive 
system  is  believed  to  be  more  agreeable.  I  have  never  had  a  moment's 
confidence  in  the  success  of  any  attempt  to  stir  up  the  positive  sympathy 
of  this  government.  The  utmost  that  we  can  hope  for  is  a  continuance 
of  the  same  stolid  indifference  to  both  sides  in  the  struggle. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  October  4, 1861. 

The  undersigned.  Her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  complaint  from  Mr.  Adams,  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  this 
court,  against  the  authorities  of  the  island  of  Trinidad  for  a  violation  of 
Her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  by  giving  aid  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States. 

It  appears,  from  the  accounts  received  at  the  colonial  office  and  at  the 
admiralty,  that  a  vessel  bearing  the  secession  flag  entered  the  port  of 
Trinidad' on  the  30th  of  July  last. 

Captain  HiUyar,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Cadmus,  having  sent  a  boat 
to  ascertain  her  nationality,  the  commanding  officer  showed  a  commission 
signed  by  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  calling  himself  the  president  of  the  so- 
styled  Confederate  States. 

The  Sumter,  which  was  the  vessel  in  question,  was  allowed  to  stay 
six  days  at  Trinidad,  and  to  supply  herself  with  coals  and  provisions, 
and  the  attorney  general  of  the  island  perceived  no  illegality  in  these 
proceedings. 

The  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have  reported  that  the  conduct  of  the 
governor  was  in  conformity  to  Her  Majesty's  proclamation. 

No  mention  is  made  by  the  governor  of  his  hoisting  the  British  flag  on 
the  government  flag-staff;  and  if  he  did  so,  it  was  probably  in  order  to 
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show  the  national  character  of  the  island,  and  not  in  acknowledgment 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter. 

There  does  not  appear,  therefore,  any  reason  to  believe  that  Her 
Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality  has  been  violated  by  the  governor 
of  Trinidad,  or  by  the  commanding  officer  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Cadmus. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideration. 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  cfic,  (fcc 


EUSSBLL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  59.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  17,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  not  thought  it  expedient  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Her 
Majesty's  government  any  of  these  later  operations,  as  I  doubt  not  that 
the  same  answer  will  be  given  in  every  instance.  In  connection  with 
this  subject  I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  Lord  EasseU's 
reply  to  my  note  of  the  1st  instant,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted 
with  my  dispatch  N"o.  53,  sent  last  week.  It  is  probable  that  the  result 
of  the  promised  investigation  will  be  of  much  the  same  character  with 
that  of  all  its  predecessors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEAS^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure.] 
Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Opeicb,  October  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  from  a  person  named  J..  B. 
Baldwin,  living  in  Eichmond,  Virginia,  addressed  to  Henry  Adderly, 
esq.,  of  Nassad,  'New  Providence,  from  which  you  infer  that  Nassau  has 
been  made  to  some  extent  an  entrepot  for  the  transmission  of  contra- 
band of  war  from  Great  Britain  to  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  and 
I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  requested  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  colonies  to  cause  every  inquiry  to  be  made  into  this  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
£  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  (S;c.,  &c. 


Memorandum  betioeen  Mr,  StoclcjinU  Mr.  Muse, 

Mr.  Stock,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  friends,  agrees  to  purchase  and  fit 
out  the  steamer  Gladiator  to  proceed  to  a  point  in  the  Confederate  States, 
calling  for  orders  at  an  intermediate  port,  if  required,  as  may  be  hereafter 
agreed  upon  and  signified  in  writing  by  Captain  Huse  to  Mr.  Stock. , 
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Mr.  Stock  agrees  to  take  out  in  the  Gladiator  five  hundred  tons  of 
goods,  weight  or  measurement,  to  be  shipped  by  Captain  Huse  or  his 
order,  at  the  rate  of  eight  pounds  per  ton,  5  per  cent,  primage,  to  be 
paid  in  cash  upon  the  sailing  of  the  vessel  from  London,  the  remaining 
room  in  the  ship  being  at  the  disposal  of  the  owners. 

Captain  Huse,  on  behalf  of  the  confederate  government,  agrees  to 
insure  and  bear  harmless  Mr.  Stock,  on  behalf  of  the  parties  interested, 
against  loss  of  the  vessel  at  sea,  capture  and  the  consequences  of  any 
attempt  thereat,  or  incident  to  the  running  of  the  blockade,  and  also 
while  the  vessel  may  remain  at  her  port  of  arrival  in  the  Confederate 
States.  If  within  a  period  of  one  hundred  days  from  the  date  of  sailing 
of  the  steamer  from  her  last  port,  she  shall  not  have  been  heard  of  in 
England,  it  shall  be  considered  that  she  has  been  lost  at  sea,  and  Mr. 
Stock  shall  be  entitled  to  payment,  as  hereinafter  detailed,  of  the  fixed 
minimum  value  thereof,  say  £15,000. 

In  case  ©f  arrival,  it  is  agreed  that  the  confederate  government  are 
to  have  the  refusal  of  the  steamer  at  the  price  of  £18,000,  and  Mr.  Stock 
is  to  have  the  option  of  calling  upon  the  government  to  complete  her 
purchase  at  the  price  of  £15,000,  being  the  minimum  price  herein  agreed 
to  by  Captain  Huse  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  government  as  one  of  the 
parties  to  this  arrangement. 

In  the  event  of  a  contingency  arising  under  which  Mr.  Stock  is  entitled 
to  claim  from  the  confederate  government,  it  is  agreed  that  such  claim 
shall  forthwith  be  settled  in  London  by  Captain  Huse,  and  shall  be 
payable  by  his  order  on  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  at  sight,  to  be 
liquidated  out  of  any  funds  in  their  hands  unappropriated,  and  applica- 
ble to  such  purpose,  or  that  may  afterward  become  so  applicable  either 
by  special  remittance  or  otherwise. 

It  is  agreed  that  Mr.  Stock,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  friends,  is  to 
have  the  privilege  of  taking  cabin  passengers  for  his  own  account  and 
benefit. 

It  is  agreed  that  Captain  Huse  has  permission  to  send  two  gentlemen 
as  cabin  passengers,  who  will  act  as  supercargoes  of  the  goods  shipped 
by  him.  These  gentlemen  will  assist  the  captain  with  their  advice  in 
accordance  with  letters  of  instructions,  which  will  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  captain  and  supercargoes,  it  being,  however,  understood  that  the 
captain  is  free  to  act  as  to  when  and  how  he  is  to  seek  to  enter  a  con- 
federate port  without  prejudicing  the  spirit  or  letter  of  this  agreement. 

CALEB  HUSE. 
T.  O.  STOCK. 

London  October  24,  1861. 


Mr.  Benjumin  to  Mr.  Selm, 

C.  S.  A.  War  Department,  . 

Richmond,  November  30, 1861. 

Sir  :  This  letter  will  be  handed  you  by  Mr.  Louis  Heyliger,  of  Kew 
Orleans,  vho  has  been  requested  as  agent  of  this  department  to  proceed  to 
Cardenas  to  place  you  in  possession  of  funds,  and  to  aid  you  in  the  labor 
of  transshipment  (if  found  necessary)  of  any  cargoes  belonging  to  the 
governmenfthat  may  be  consigned  to  your  care  according  to  the  dis- 
patch received  from  you  by  the  state  department.  Mr.  Heyliger  has 
with  him  a  few  bales  of  cotton,  say  seventy-five  or  thereabouts,  (being 
all  that  the  Gordon  could  conveniently  take,)  and  a  bill  for  £3,000,  the 
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whole  being  deemed  sufficient  to  cover  any  expenses  that  can  be  incurred 
by  you  in  relation  to  these  cargoes.  You  will  be  good  enough  to  con- 
sider yourself  as  charged  with  the  disbursement  of  these  sums  (that  is 
the  £3,000  and  the  proceeds  of  the  cotton)  as  agent  of  this  department, 
and  return  to  it  your  accounts. 

You  will  find  in  Mr.  Heyliger  an  active  and  accomplished  business  man, 
prompt  to  aid  you  in  the  disposal  of  the  cotton  or  the  arrangements  for 
the  shipments  to  the  best  of  his  ability ;  and  I  also  bespeak  for  him  j^our 
courtesies,  as  toward  a  personal  friend  of  mine. 

As  everything  must  necessarily  be  left  to  your  discretion  in  this  busi- 
ness, I  only  add  that  the  articles  first  in  importance  for  us,  and  to  be 
sent  in  preference  to  everything  else,  are  small  arms  and  cannon  powder. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  P.  BEl!rjAMII>f, 


Charles  J.  Helm,  Esq., 

Confe^rate  States  Consul,  Cardenas,  Cuba, 


Secretary  of  War. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  42.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  December  10, 1861. 

Sm :  I  have  already  through  different  channels  apprised  you  of  the 
arrivals  of  the  steamers  Isabel  and  G-ladiator,  the  last  from  London  with 
arms  for  the  rebels. 

This  morning  the  steamer  Theodora  (late  the  Gordon)  arrived  here 
direct  from  Charleston.  She  seemed  to  be  badly  damaged  about  her 
upper  works,  as  she  passed  the  consulate;  probably  the  effects  of  the 
late  severe  and  protracted  gale.    . 

I  have  dispatched  a  bearer  of  dispatches  in  the  schooner  Charles 
Tunnell  for  the  commanding  officer  of  the  naval  forces  at  Key  West,  as 
I  think  it  most  important  that  one  of  our  cruisers  should  be  in  this 
vicinity. 

The  coal  which  is  being  landed  here  for  G-overnment  has  caused 
great  excitement  among  the  Nassau  masses,  and  a  deputation  visited 
Governor  Nesbitt  yesterday  to  remonstrate  against  its  being  landed. 
They  were  referred  to  the  attorney  general,  who  showed  them  that  it 
could  not  be  legally  prevented. 

They  do  not  know  that  the  coal  is  Government  stores,  though  they 
take  that  for  granted;  and  the  most  ultra  ones  swear  that  it  cannot  be 
reshipped  on  board  a  national  vessel  without  violating  their  "  neutrality" 
laws. 

This  is  barefaced^  when  there  are  three  rebel  steamers  now  in  front 
of  the  consulate  with  secession  rags  flying,  and  a  British  steamer  with 
"contraband  of  war"  on  board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

ifo.  43.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassaii,  iV.  P.,  December  10,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  sent  to  me 
this  morning  by  the  colonial  secretary  acting  on  the  orders  of  Lieutenant 
Governor  Nesbitt,  in  relation  to  the  landing  of  the  cargoes  of  coal,  con- 
signed to  me  by  the  United  States  Navy  agent  at  Philadelphia. 

The  vessels  were  at  the  consulate  dock,  and  were  just  on  the  point  of 
discharging  when  I  received  the  governor's  letter,  and  I  at  once  stopped 
the  landing  of  the. coal,  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  steamer,  when  I  hope 
to  have  advices  in  relation  to  it. 

The  demurrage  will  be  heavy,  to  be  sure — §20  per  diem,  but  if  the 
coal  is  kept  afloat,  one  of  our  steamers  could  be  supplied  at  once,  should 
she  arrive. 

One  thing  is  patent,  viz :  The  Government  of  the  United  States  need 
expect  no  favor  from  the  colonial  government  of  the  Bahamas,  while 
every  facility  and  encouragement  is  extended  to  the  rebels  who  are 
seeking  its  overthrow. 

In  great  haste,  I  have  been  obliged  to  write  this  dispatch,  as  the 
vessel  is  already  under  way. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure.] 
Mr.  Thompson  to  Mr.  Whiting. 

Bahamas,  Colonial  Secretary's  Offioe, 

Nassau^  December  10, 1861. 
Sir  :  The  receiver  general  and  treasurer  having  on  the  7th  instant 
forwarded  to  the  lieutenant  governor  the  manifest  of  cargo  on  board 
the  United  States  schooner  Caleb  Stetson,  by  which  it  appears  that 
such  cargo  consists  of  three  hundred  tons  of  coal,  which  was  shipped " 
from  thfe  port  of  Philadelphia,  by  order  of  the  United  States  Navy 
Department,  and  consigned  to  yourself,  as  the  United  States  consul  at 
this  port,  I  am  directed  by  the  lieutenant  governor  to  inform  you,  that 
although  he  has  given  directions  to  the  receiver  general  and  treasurer 
to  admit  the  coal  to  an  entry  and  landing,  yet  it  is  on  the  exjfress  con- 
dition and  understanding,  that  such  coal  shall  not  afterwards  be  re- 
shii)ped,  or  otherwise  used  in  any  manner  which  may,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  law  authorities  of  the  colony,  involve  a  breach  of  Her  Majesty's 
proclamation  of  the  13th  of  May  last,  and  particularly  that  such  coal 
shall  not  be  used  for  the  jjurpose  of  coaling,  or  affording  facilities  for 
coaling,  at  this  port,  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  hostilities  now  unhappily  existing  in 
America,  as  his  excellency  is  advised  that  such  would  constitute  a 
breach  of  Her  Majesty's  proclamation  before  referred  to,  (a  copy  of  which 
is  inclosed.)  the  provisions  of  which  it  is  his  excellency's  intention  to 
preserve  inviolate,  unless  specially  authorized  by  Her  Majesty  to  depart 
therefrom. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  THOMPSON, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Saml.  WHiTiNa,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul. 
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Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  44.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau.,  If.  P.,  December  12, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  day  sent  to  the  governor  the  certificate  of  the  schooner 
Caleb  Stetson's  master,  stating  that  his  vessel  is  in  a  leaky  condition,  and 
that  it  is  necessary  for  the  safety  of  his  ship  and  cargo  that  part  of  his 
coals  should  he  landed  at  once.  I  therefore  requested'  his  excellency's 
permission  to  discharge  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Flambe'au 
sufficient  coal  to  lighten  the  C.  Stetson,  citing  several  authorities  in 
proof  that  "  coal  is  not  contraband." 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  his  excellency's  reply,  objecting  to  the  trans- 
shipment, but  allowing  me  to  land  the  coals  on  the  conditions  before 
named. 

As  this  would  place  it  out  of  my  power  to  reship  them  for  the  use  of 
any  United  States  war  vessel,  I  have  ordered  the  coal-schooners  to  go 
off  to  anchor  until  I  receive  advices  from  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  .obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inolosure.] 
3Ir.  Thomj)son  to  Mr.  Whiting. 

Bahamas,  Colonial  Secretary's  Opeicb, 

Nassau,  December  12,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of.  your  letter  of 
this  date,  stating  that  the  master  of  the  schooner  Caleb  Stetson,  of 
Philadelphia,  now  lying  in  this  port  of  Nassau,  has  this  day  testified 
before  you  that  his  vessel  was  leaking  so  badly  that  it  is  necessary  that 
she  be  at  once  discharged  or  lightened,  and  requesting  permission  to 
land  the  coal  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Flambeau  as  soon  as 
possible.  . 

In  reply,  I  am  directed  by  the  lieutenant  governor  to  state  that  his 
excellency  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  objectionable  and  in  violation  of 
the  decision  already  arrived  at  and  communicated  to  you,  to  permit 
the  coals  on  board  the  Caleb  Stetson  to  be  transshipped  to  the  United 
States  steamer  Flambeau,  but  as  consignee  you  have  a  right  to  enter 
•the  coals  and  land  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  J.  THOMPSON, 

Colonial  Secretary, 
Samuel  Whiting,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Department,  Richmond,  December  12,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  to  your  attention  the  requisition  of  this  de- 
partment of  the  29th  ultimo,  in  favor  of  John  Fraser  &  Co.,  for  $75,000, 
to  purchase  exchange  for  James  D.  Bullock. 
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Captain-  BuUocli  informs  me  that  the  Fingall  is  ready  to  sail,  and  he 
is  waiting  for  the  funds  above  referred  to. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  0.  G.  MEMMESraEE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr,  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

'So.  45.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  December  13,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  port,  on 
the  11th  instant,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Flambeau,  Temple  com- 
mander, five  days  from  New  York ;  all  well. 

The  arrival  was  most  opportune,  as  two  secession  steamers  were  then 
lying  in  this  harbor,  and  the  British  steamer  Gladiator,  from  London, 
undoubtedly  laden,  with  arms  and  munitions  for  the  rebel  States. 

The  day  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Flambeau  I  had  chartered  a 
small,  fleet  schooner,  and  sent  a  bearer  with  dispatches  to  the  command- 
ing naval  ofiicer  at  Key  West. 

The  captain  of  the  Flambeau  is  watching  intently  the  movements  of 
these  rebel  steamers,  but  an  English  man-of-war  has  just  arrived,  and 
several  more  are  telegraphed  as  in  sight,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  every 
protection  will  be  afforded  to  the  Gladiator,  and  every  means  afforded 
to  facilitate  her  escape. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lieutenant  Temple  to  Mr.  Welles. 

[Extract.] 

[United  States  Steamer  Flambeau, 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  December  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  our  arrival  at  this  port  on  the  morning  of  the 
11th,  having  left  New  York  on  the  6th. 

My  formal  visits  to  the  authorities  have  been  courteously  received ; 
but  it  is  evident  from  trifles,  which  I  will  not  enumerate,  that  all  their 
sympathies  are  with  the  rebels.  Indeed,  this  is  the  tone  of  feeling  among 
all  classes  here ;  and  the  common  people  barely  fall  short  of  downright 
insolence  to  our  ofift'cers  in  the  streets.  Our  presence  is  an  evident 
source  of  embarrassment  and  distress  to  very  many. 

The  lieutenant  governor  had  already,  before  our  arrival,  forbidden 
the  consul  to  land  the  coal  sent  out  for  the  use  of  this  vessel,  except 
upon  the  express  stipulation  that  it  shall  not  be  supplied  to  any  United 
States  vessel  during  our  present  diflculties,  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
constitute  a  breach  of  the  neutrality  enjoined  by  the  Queen's  proclama- 
tion ;  and  a  further  correspondence  since  we  came  in  has  failed  to  con- 
vince him  of  error  in  this  matter. 
Eespectfully, 

WM.  G.  TEMPLE, 

Hon.'  Gideon  Welles,  Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


48      GREAT  BRITAIN  THE  ARSENAL,  THE  NAVY  YARD, 

3Ir.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Fo.  46.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  If.  P.,  December  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  13th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, after  having  been  refused  permission  to  put  coals  on  board  the 
United  States  steamer  Flambeau  from  an  American  schooner,  the  Caleb 
Stetson,  I  noticed  that  the  privateer  or  secession  vessel,  the  Theodora — 
Mason  and  Slidell's  packet — was  being  coaled  by  Henry  Adderly,  of  this 
place.  I  sent  a  remonstrance  to  the  governor,  and  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  his  reply. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure.] 

Mr.  Thompson  to  Mr.  Whiting. 

Bahamas,  Col.  Secy's  Office, 

Nassau,  December  14,  1861, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  which  I  submitted  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  who,  in 
rejily,  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  he  finds,  on  reference  to  the  official 
correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  coal  recently  brought  to  this  port 
from  Philadelphia,  that  the  cases  referred  to  are  altogether  dissimilar. 

The  Theodora  is  a  merchant  vessel,  lawfully  trading  to  this  port,  and, 
being  propelled  by  steam,  it  is  necessary,  to  enable  her  to  pursue  he- 
occupation  as  a  trader,  that  she  should  be  supplied  with  coal.  The  fur- 
nishing this  necessary  article,  therefore,  for  her  use  by  a  merchant,  in 
the  way  of  trade,  is  perfectly  lawful,  and  cannot  be  construed  into  a 
breach  of  neutrality. 

It  is  true  that  in  your  letter  you  style  the  vessel  "  a  privateer,"  but,  as 
far  as  she  is  known  to  the  authorities  here,  she  is  a  merchant  vessel,  and 
you  yourself  make  use  of  the  alternative,  "  the  privateer  or  secession 
vessel." 

The  Flambeau  is,  on  the  other  hand,  avowedly  an  armed  vessel,  in  the 
service  of  the  Federal  Government.  She  has  entered  this  port  without 
any  apparent  necessity  for  so  doing,  and  the  authorities  haA'e  not  been 
informed  of  the  objeet  of  her  visit.  She  has  already  been  in  port 
for  several  days,  and  the  only  object  which  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  her  commander  has  in  view  is  to  watch  and  fendeavor  to  intercept 
and  capture  confederate  vessels  trading  to  this  port.  If  -so,  this  is  mak- 
ing an  undue  and  improper  use  of  a  neutral  port,  and  to  supply  her  with 
coal  would  be  to  facilitate  her  belligerent  operations. 

So  far  as  the  Flambeau  is  concerned,  coal  must  be  considered  as  contra- 
band of  loar,  and  consequently  an  article  which,  under  Her  Majesty's 
proclamation,  cannot  properly  be  supplied  to  her  in  this  port. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  THOMPSON, 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 

Saml.  Whiting,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul. 
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Lieutenant  Temple  to  Mr.  Welles. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Steamer  Flambeau, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  December  19,  1861. 
Sir:  I  inclose,  herewith,  copies  of  a  correspondence  I  have  had  with 
the  colonial  authorities  on  the  subject  of  getting  coal  on  board  here.* 

I  was  induced  to  write  the  first  letter,  by  information  that  orders  had 
been  received  from  the  home  government  to  let  us  have  coal ;  but  there 
seems  to  be  some  mistake  about  it. 
EespectfuUy, 

WM.  G.  TEMPLE, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Inclosure.] 

Lieutenant  Temple  to  Lieutenant  Governor  NesMtt. 

United  States  Steamer  Flambeau, 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  December  17,  1861. 

Sir  :  Having  applied  to  the  United  States  consul  at  this  place  to  get 
a  supply  of  coal  for  the  vessel  under  my  command,  a  correspondence 
between  your  government  and  the  consul  was  read  to  me,  in  which  he 
was  denied  permission  to  procure  such  supplies  at  this  port  during  the 
existence  of  the  ijresent  difflctiltiee  between  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  rebel  States,  on  the  ground  that  such  permission 
would  be  an  infraction  of  the  neutrality  prescribed  by  Her  Majesty's 
proclamation  of  the  14th  May  last. 

Without  entering  into  the  question  of  what  constitutes  contraband  of 
war,  either  under  the  recognized  principles  of  international  law  or  under 
the  treaty  of  1794  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  or 
under  the  British  orders  in  council  of  the  18th  of  February,  1854,  and 
the  24th  <Jf  April  following,  and  without  citing  the  writings  of  Ortolan 
and  Hautefeuille,  all  of  which  clearly  show  that  coal  can  never,  under 
any  circumstances,  become  contraband,  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest, 
for  your  excellency's  consideration,  the.  fact  that  the  motive  power  of 
this  vessel  is  almost  exclusively  steam;  and  since  it  is  impossible  to 
carry  a  perpetual  supply  of  coal  on  board,  a  prohibition  to  obtain  more 
would  amount  to  detaining  her  in  port  during  the  war,  and  so  far  from 
preserving  the  neutrality  enjoined  it  would  be  really  affording  aid  to  the 
rebels. 

That  this  is  the  view  taken  by  Her  Majesty's  government  in  England 
would  seem  evident  from  the  notorious  fact  that  both  the  United  States 
steamer  James  Adger  and  the  rebel  steamer  Nashville  obtained  sup- 
plies of  all  sorts  at  Southampton,  among  which  coal  must  necessarily 
(from  their  construction)  have  entered ;  and  it  is  perhaps  due  to  the 
peculiar  construction  of  the  steam  vessels  employed  in  the  present  con- 
test that  any  doubts  which  may  have  existed  on  this  point  hitherto 
have  been  thus  readUy  set  aside. 

*  For  further  correspondence  in  reference  to  the  lauding  of  coal,  and  the  coaling  of 
th^  Flambeau,  at  Nassau,  see  vol.  1,  pp.  696-700. 

4  A  C— VI 
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I  am  sorry  to  write  tlius  loosely,  and  chiefly  from  memory  and  news- 
papers, on  such  a  subject;  but  the  conclusion  that  this  prohibition 
would  be  actually  taking  part  against  us  has  seemed  so  obvious  to  me 
that  I  have  trusted  to  your  indulgence  in  so  doing;  and  I  would  only 
add  that  it  has  been  done  in  all  friendliness  of  feeling  toward  your  ex- 
cellency and  government. 

With  the  highest  consideration  and  respect,  I  remain  your  excellency's 
most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  gee:n^ville  temple, 

Lieutenant  Commanding,  United  States  Navy. 
His  Excellency  Lieutenant  Governor  Nesbitt. 


[luclosure.] 

3Ir.  Thompson  to  Lieutenant  temple. 

Bahamas,  Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Nassau,  Decemher  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  lieutenant  governor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  having  reference  to  a  recent 
correspondence  between  the  government  and  the  consul  of  the  TJuited 
States,  which  Avas  read  to  you  on  your  application  to  him  "for 
a  supply  of  coal  for  the  vessel  under  your  command,  in  which  he  was 
denied  permission  to  procure  such  supplies  at  this  port  during  the  ex- 
istence of  the  present  difficulties  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  the  rebel  States,  on  the  groyind  that  such  permission  would 
be  an  infraction  of  the  neutrality  prescribed  by  Her  Majesty's  procla- 
mation of  the  14th  of  May  last." 

"Without  entering  into  the  question  of  what  constitutes  contraband 
of  war,"  you  j)roceed  to  urge  certain  reasons  in  opposition  to  the  view 
of  coals  being  contraband,  and  allege  that  a  prohibition  to  obtain  a  sup- 
ply of  coals  for  the  steamer  under  your  command  "  would  amount  to 
detaining  her  in  port  during  the  war,  and  so  far  from  preserving  the 
neutrality  enjoined  it  would  be  really  affording  aid  to  the  reb.els."  You 
likewise  cite  the  cases  of  the  United  States  steamer  James  Adger  and 
the  confederate  steamer  Nashville,  and  refer  to  the  different  treatment 
they  Teceived  at  Southampton. 

Having  given  the  matter  full  consideration,  the  lieutenant  governor 
is  advised  that  there  is  nothing  in  your  letter  to  alter  the  view,  of  the 
case  already  communicated  to  your  consul. 

English  authorities  of  unquestionable  weight  and  character  show  that 
coals  and  other  articles,  "  ancipitis  usus,^^  become, under  certain  circum- 
stances, contraband  of  war ;  but  the  real  here  is  not  whether  coal  is  or 
is  not  contraband  of  war,  whether  the  United  States  armed  vessels  are 
to  make  this  a  coaling  depot  for  the  better  facilitating  their  belligerent 
operations  against  vessels  of  the  Confederate  States,  lawfully  resorting 
here  for  the  purposes  of  trade. 

The  cases  of  the  James  Adger  and  the  jSTashville  are  not  parallel  cases 
to  that  of  the  Flambeau.  In  those  cases  the  vessels  were  some  thou- 
sands of  miles  distant  from  the  United  States,  and  coal  was  to  them  an 
article  of  real  necessity.  In  your  case,  the  Flambeau  is  within  a  very 
short  distance  of  the  ports  of  her  own  nation,  Key  West,  for  instance, 
where  all  her  necessities  could  readily  be  supplied. 

The  obtaining  coal  here,  therefore,  can  only  be  with  the  object  of  en- 
abling her  to  continue  what  is  in  fact,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  blockade  of 
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this  port,  and  no  facilities  can,  under  these  circumstances,  be  afforded 
her  for  carrying  out  this  object  by  any  action  of  the  local  government 
without  the  express  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's  government  for  the  piir- 
pose  being  first  obtained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  THOMPSON, 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 
Lieutenant  W.  G.  Temple, 

•   Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Flambeau. 


[Inclosure.] 

Lieutenant  Temple  to  Mr.  Thompson. 

United  States  Steamer  Flambeau, 

ffarhor  of  Nassau,  December  19,  1861, 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  yesterday's  date,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  day  previous,  relative 
to  my  obtaining  a  supply  of  coal  for  this  vessel. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  present  on  this  question,  and  shall  leave  it 
to  my  Government  to  obtain  "  the  express  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's 
government,"  which  you  propose.  But,  in  the  course  of  your  remarks, 
you  say,  "  The  obtaining  coals  here,  therefore,  can  only  be  with  the 
object  of  enabling  her"  (the  Flambeau)  to  "  continue  what  is  in  fact,  to 
a  certain  extent,  a  blockade  of  this  port,"  «&;c. 

I  must  protest  against  such  a  construction  being  placed  upon  my  pres- 
ence in  this  port,  and  would  assure  the  authorities  here  that,  in  the  in- 
structions irom  my  Government,  I  am  strictly  enjoined  to  "  respect  the 
rights  of  neutrals,"  among  whom,  I  trust,  Great  Britain  may  remain 
classed  during  the  continuance  of  this  contest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  GEENYILLE  TEMPLE, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  United  States  Navy. 
Hon.  A.  J.  Thompson, 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary  of  the  Bahamas. 
[See  correspondence  relative  to  the  coaling  of  the  Flambeau  at  Nas- 
sau from  the  Caleb  Stetson,  December,  1861,  vol.  1,  pp.  846,  348,  351; 
also,  pp.  696-701.] 


Mr.  Helm  to  Mr.  Heyliger. 

Havana,  December  20, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  British  steamer  Gladiator,  Commander  G.  G.  Bird,  with  a 
cargo  for  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  is  now  at  Nassau,  awaiting 
orders  from  me.  As  I  cannot  be  at  that  port  in  person,  I  must  request 
that  you  will  on  to-morrow  sail  by  the  steamer  Karnak  for  Nassau,  and 
on  your  arrival  exhibit  to  Captain  Bird  this  letter  as  your  authority  to 
act  in  my  stead  for  the  Confederate  States. 

Inclosed  you  have  a  duplicate  of  the  contract  or  charter-party  by 
which  the  steamer  Gladiator  has  been  engaged  to  convey  the  cargo  she 
now  has  on  board  to  a  port  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  you  will  con- 
sider yourse¥  clothed  with  all  the  power  in  the  control  of  the  said 
steamer  and  her  cargo  which  I  could  have  if  personally  present,  limited 
only  by  the  terms  of  the  contract.    Captain  Bird  will  willingly  cooper- 
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ate  with  you  in  all  things  necessary  to  accomplish  the  important  object 
in  view,  i,  e.,  the  safe  arrival  of  the  steamer  and  cargo  at  a  confederate 
port. 

.  I  can  give  you  no  instructions  as  to  when,  where,  or  how  you  are  to 
run  the  blockade,  but  leave  the  matter  entirely  to  your  discretion. 

OH.  J.  HELM. 
Mr.  Lewis  Heyligee. 

See  correspondence  already  published  in  regard  to .  the  Gladiator. 
(Vol.  1,  pp.  769-772.) 


Commander  Be  Camp  to  Mr.  Welles. 

United  States  Ship  Quaker  City, 
Off  the  harbor  of  the  St.  George,  Bermuda,  Becemher  2L',  1861. 

Sir  :  We  arrived  off  St.  George's  this  morning,  having  sailed  from 
New  York  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  instant.  Commander  LeEoy, 
United  States  IS'avy,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Keystone  State, 
boarded  us  off  the  harbor ;  also  Mr.  Allen,  United  States  consul  at  Ber- 
muda. 

From  representations  made  by  Commander  LeEoy  and  Mr.  Allen, 
respecting  the  very  unfriendly  feeling  existing  here  toward  all  loyal 
Americans,  the  refusal  of  the  admiral  to  supply  the  Keystone  State  with 
coal,  their  remarkable  civility  to  the  officers  of  the  rebel  steamer  Nash- 
ville, their  liberal  supply  of  coal  and  other  stores  to  that  vessel,  the 
ordering  our  consul  not  to  approach  the  fort,  (when  heretofore  he  had 
sociably  visited  the  officers  of  that  establishment,)  and  the  general  feeling 
of  animosity  which  is  plainly  shown  toward  us  by  the  authorities  and 
citizens  of  the  island,  as  represented  by  Commander  LeEoy  and  our  con- 
sul, induces  me  to  advise  Commander  LeEoy  to  return  without  delay  to 
Hamx^ton  Eoads  with  the  Keystone  State,  and  report  to  the  Department. 

My  reasons  for  so  advising  are,  that  no  coal  will  be  supplied  to  our 
ship  at  this  place.  The  Keystone  State  cannot  cruise  in  this  vicinity 
even  for  a  few  days  without  serious  danger  of  capture  by  a  rebel  vessel 
should  she  be  caught  without  coal ;  and  I  deem  it  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic interest  that  the  Department  be  informed  of  the  state  of  things  here 
at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

Lieutenant  Gamble  having  alreadjj-  gone  on  board  the  Keystone  State, 
Commander  Prailey  has  determined  not  to  enter  the  port,  but  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  St.  Thomas  in  search  of  the  Iroquois. 

I  pray  you  to  excuse  this  hurried  letter. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DE  CAMP, 
Commander,  United  States  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Commander  Frailey  to  Mr.  Welles. 

United  States  Steamer  Quaker  City, 

Bermuda,  Becemher  22, 1861 . 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  port  to-day  about 
noon,  when  I  was  boarded  off  the  point  by  Commander  LeEoy,  of  the 
United  States  steamer  Keystone  State,  and  from  him  received  intelli- 
gence of  the  bad  state  of  feeling  existing  in  all  classes  against  the  United 
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States.  Commander  LeEoy  not  being  able  to  procure  coal,  except 
under  great  disadvantages,  which  he  will  doubtless  detail  to  you,  I  have 
concurred  in  opinion  with  him  that  his  best  course  is  to  put  himself  in 
communication  at  an  early  day  with  the  Department. 

The  representations  made  by  Commander  LeEoy  have  determined 
me  solely  to  comply  with  my  instructions  by  placing  Lieutenant  Gamble 
on  board  the  Keystone  State  and  not  to  enter  the  inner  harbor. 

Mr.  Charles  M.  Allen,  United  States  consul  at  this  place,  came  on 
board  with  Commander  LeEoy,  and  fully  concurred  in  the  opinion  of  the 
propriety  of  Commander  LeE.  not  reentering  or  remaining  in  the  port. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

JAS.  MADISON  FEAILEY, 
Commander,  United  States  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  47.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  December  23,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  receipt  of  the  letter  from 
the  colonial  secretary  of  the  Bahamas,  a  copy  of  which  I  mailed  by  this 
steamer  to  the  Department  of  State,  in  which,  he  says  that  the  Govern- 
ment coal  for  the  Flambeau  must  be  considered  contraband,  I  at  once 
dispatched  one  of  the  schooners  to  Key  West,  there  to  be  discharged. 
The  other,  the  Caleb  Stetson,  is  still  here,  and,  though  the  demurrage 
is  quite  an  item,  still  I  am  not  quite  settled  as  to  any  more  proper  course 
to  be  followed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Commander  LeRoy  to  Mr.  Welles. 
[Extract.] 

United  States  Steadier  Keystone  State, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  Decemier  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  under  my  command  at 
this  anchorage,  four  days  from  Bermuda.  The  Department  in  its  in- 
structions assigned  me  the  vicinity  of  Bermuda  as  my  cruising  ground 
"  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Department."  I  trust,  for  the  reasons 
below  enumerated,  the  Department  will  approve  of  my  departure  from 
these  orders,  and  my  returning  to  the  waters  of  .the  United  States. 

On  Sunday,  the  i5th  December,  as  I  advised  the  Department,  (on 
that  day,)  I  anchored  in  Murray's  Anchorage,  Bermuda,  and,  after  com- 
municating with  our  consul,  Mr.  0.  M.  Allen,  proceeded  to  the  Naval 
Anchorage,  hopingto  be  enabled  to  fill  therewith  coal ;  the  pilot  objecting 
to  take  this  ship  into  the  harbor  of  St.  George,  on  account  of  her  length, 
&c.,  &c.,  &c.  On  Tuesday,  17th,  I  called  on  his  excellency  Governor 
Ord,  and  upon  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  commander-in- 
chief  of  Her  Majesty's  naval  forces  in  the  West  Indies  and  coast  of  North 
America,  the  latter,  whose  flag-ship  was  anchored  near  me,  having  a 
residence  on  shore  some  distance  from  the  anchorage.  On  applying  to 
the  admiral  for  a  supply  of  coal  he  declined,  saying  his  supply  was  not 
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large  or  sufficient  for  his  own  vessels,  and  that  I  could  obtain  coal  at  St. 
George.  Learning  subsequently  from  the  consul  that  he  could  obtain 
coal  for  me  at  St.  George,  and  that  this  vessel  could  enter  that  port  on 
Thursday,  the  19th,  I  proceeded  to  St.  George,  and,  after  a  day  or  two 
negotiating,  found  I  could  get  no  coal.  On  Friday  the  20th  the  royal 
mail  steamer  from  Halifax  arrived,  bringing  late  news  from  England, 
and  the  following  morning  I  received  a  communication  from  our  consul, 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  "  Eoyal  Gazette  extra,"  under  date  Ber- 
muda, December  20, 1861. 

The  intelligence  brought  by  the  steamer,  together  with  the  marked 
unfriendly  feeling,  exhibited  in  various  ways  towards  the  United  States, 
and  their  openly  expressed  sympathy,  in  words  and  acts  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  Bermuda,  toward  that  portion  of  our  country  now  in  in- 
surrection against  the  legitimate  authorities,  induced  me  to  believe  my 
most  proper  course  would  be  to  put  myself  in  communication  with  the 
Department. 

Satisfied  no  supplies  would  be  furnished  the  ship,  by  either  the  gov- 
ernment or  citizens  of  Bermuda ;  surrounded  by  British  crusers,  ready 
for  a  declaration  of  war;  my 'every  movement  closely  scanned ;  a  con- 
stant look-out  kept,  (by  a  confederate  agent,)  as  1  was  informed,  so  that, 
in  the  event  of  a  suspicioiis  vessel  appearing  she  might  be  warned  of 
my  presence;  on  one  occasion,  while  anchored  near  the  dock-yard,  a 
person  having  gone  some  distance  to  sea,  to  warn  a  steamer  that  was 
supposed  to  be  a.  confederate,  but  that  proved  to  be  a  British  cruiser, 
satisfied  me  that  all  sympathy  was  with  the  rebels;  that  while  a  rebel 
steamer  could  get  coal,  &c.,  from  private  sources,  we  would  be  refused. 

A  message  was  sent  to  me,  through  a  private  source,  in  return  for 
some  little  kindness,  that  the  ■  pilots  were  directed,  in  the  "event  of  a 
rebel  vessel  appearing  off  the  islands,  to  notify  her  of  the  presence  of 
an  American  cruiser. 

On  Sunday  forenoon,  the  23d  December,  our  consul,  Mr.  C.  M.  Allen, 
walked  up  to  Fort  George,  the  signal  station,  to  ascertain  what  was  in 
the  offing,  and,  on  approaching  that  station,  was  told  by  the  sentinel  that 
his  orders  were  not  to  permit  any  American  officer  or  citizen  to  be  about 
there.  Mr.  Allen  informed  me  he  had  frequently  visited  that  spot 
before,  and  even  gone  into  the  signal  station.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Allen's 
visit  they  were  signaling  a  steamer  to  the  southward  and  westward. 
The  consul  immediately  came  on  board  to  see  me,  stating  he  thought 
there  was  something  suspicious  about,  and,  though  they  soon  after  sig- 
naled her  as  American,  I  deemed  it  a  duty  to  proceed  to  sea  at  once 
and  intercept  her  in  the  event  of  her  proving  an  enemy,  as  I  could  have 
no  control  after  she  entered  the  port.  The  consul  accompanied  me  out- 
side, and,  befoi'e  he  left,  I  ascertained  the  approaching  steamer  to  be 
the  Quaker  City.  On  repairing  on  board  that  vessel,  and  communicat- 
ing with  Commanders  De  Camp  and  Frailey,  and  after  the  consul  ex- 
pressed his  views,  those  gentlemen  concurred  with  me  in  the  opinion  it 
was  my  duty  to  return  home  and  lay  these  matters  before  the  Depart- 
ment at  once.  1  had  determined  to  have  left  St.  George  on  the  morning 
of  the  23d,  but  the  occasion  referred  to  took  me  to  sea  on  the  22d. 

I  would  state  that  the  British  naval  officers  were  personally  very 
polite  and  attentive. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  E.  LEEOY, 

Commander, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Mr.  Heyliger  to  Mr.  Benjamin. 

Kassatt,  2^ew  Pkovibence, 

December  27, 1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  My  last  communications  to  you  were  under  dates  of  12tli, 
14th,  15th,  and  16th  instant,  per  steamer  Theodora,  which  vessel  I 
trust  has  safely  entered  a  confederate  port. 

Lest  anything  should  have  happened  to  prevent  the  receipt  of  my 
letters,  I  will  briefly  repeat  that  the  Theodora  was  compelled  to  enter 
the  port  of  liTassau  in  distress,  having  sprung  a  leak  the  second  day 
out,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  she  was  saved  from 
foundering. 

We  reached  here  on  the  10th,  and  found  that  the  vessel  was  unfit  to^ 
carry  cargo.  There  being  no  ways  or  dry-dock  here  we  put  such  repairs 
as  were  indispensably  necessary  to  enable  her  to/each  home,  and  she 
sailed  on  the  17th.  In  her  then  condition  she  was  utterly  unavailable 
for  service,  and  it  was  the  only  course  that  could  be  adopted  to  turn 
her  to  good  use  hereafter. 

As  matters  have  resulted  we  could  have  got  no  cargo  at  Cardenas  or 
Havana,  inasmuch  as  the  vessel  which  you  and  Mr.  Helm  expected  at 
Cuba  turns  out  to  be  the  Gladiator,  now  in  the  port  of  Nassau,  whither 
she  was  ordered  by  Captain  Huse  to  received  instructions  from  Mr. 
Helm.  This  latter  gentleman  did  not  receive  the  intelligence  of  the 
changed  direction  of  the  Gladiator  until  after  the  departure  of  the 
Karnak  on  her  ISTovember  trip  to  this  place,  say  the  22d,  or  thereabouts, 
otherwise  he  would  have  come  on  to  Nassau. 

I  wrote  to  you  in  my  i^revious  dispatch  that  I  did  not  feel  justified  to 
give  Captain  Bird  advice  of  an  authoritative  character.  Could  any 
persuasion  of  mine  been  of  avail  I  should  have  ordered  him  off  an  hour 
after  my  arrival.    (He  reached  here  the  day  before  I  did.) 

On  the  following  morning  a  Yankee  gun-boat  came  in  and  has  never 
budged  since.  Under  those  circumstances  it  would  have  simply  been 
an  act  of  folly  to  go  out,  and  we  had  to  resign  ourselves  to  a  condition 
of  things  for  which  there  was  no  apparent  remedy. 

The  Gladiator  has  not  the  speed  I  would  desire.  She  is  not  more 
than  an  eight  to  nine  knot  vessel  at  the  very  outside. 

I  reached  Havana  on  the  18th,  and  handed  Mr.  Helm  your  letter, 
together  with  the  bill  for  £3,000.  He  acknowledged  that  my  arrival 
had  relieved  him  of  great  anxiety,  as  he  could  not  well  leave  Havana, 
and  had  already  cast  about  for  a  proper  person  to  proceed  to  Nassau 
and  take  charge  of  the  Gladiator. 

By  referring  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  his  letters  you  will  perceive  that 
he  has  given  me  fully  authority  to  act  in  his  stead,  and  I  accordingly 
returned  here  on  the  23d. 

As  before  observed,  the  situation  of  things  is  not  changed.  The  gun- 
boat is  still  here,  and  appears  determined  to  remain.  I  have  caused  it 
to  be  represented  to  the  authorities  here  that  the  presence  of  this  war 
vessel  amounts  'to  a  virtual  blockade  of  the  port ;  that  it  must  tend  to 
cut  off  the  trade  which  the  Confederate  States  desire  to  divert  here, 
and  thus  prove  highly  injurious  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
island. 

That  there  are  limits  to  the  courtesy  due  to  a  belligerent  in  a  neutral 
port,  and  that  as  this  Yankee  seems  determined  to  take  up  his  perma- 
nent abode  here,  some  steps  should  be  adopted  to  remind  him  that  he 
is  infringing  on  the  laws  of  hospitality. 

I  have  reason  to  know  that  these  arguments  have  not  been  without 
their  effect,  inasmuch  as  the  matter  was  incidentally  discussed  at  a 
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meeting  of  the  council  the  other  day,  and  I  really  believe  that,  in  the 
course  of  a  week  or  t^Yo,  some  action  will  be  taken  to  impress  the  cap- 
tain of  the  enemy's  vessel  with  the  conviction  that  his  absence  will  be 
preferable  to  his  company.  In  that  case,  however,  he  may  probably 
•decide  to  cruise  off  the  harbor,  which  would  hardly  improve  our  pros- 
pects, though  it  would  be  irksome  to  the  enemy.  Another  Yankee 
gun-boat  came  in  the  day  before  yesterday,  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  but 
left  again  last  evening. 

We  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  very  important  modification  of 
the  existing  laws,  viz,  the  privilege  of  breaking  bulk  and  transshipment. 
This,  as  you  are  aware,  was  not  previously  accorded.  So  that  if  mat- 
ters come  to  the  worst  we  may  make  such  a  division  of  the  cargo  into 
other  vessels  as  will  diminish  the  risk.  I  do  not  relish  the  idea  of 
breaking  bulk,  and  if  a  chance  should  present  itself,  not  such  a  one 
even  as  a  very  prndent  man  would  adopt,  I  shall  try  the  run.  As 
things  now  stand  I  shall  certainly  not  do  it;  indeed,  Mr.  Helm,  though 
not  limiting  my  authority,  cautioned  me  to  be  prudent.  The  cargo  is 
really  of  such  value  that  I  dread  any  accident,  and  am  disposed  to 
shrink  instinctively  from  the  hazard  of  a  loss. 

The  late  proclamation  of  the  Queen,  forbidding  the  export  of  all  war- 
like material  (we  got  that  news  yesterday)  adds  materially  to  the  value 
of  the  cargo.  And  this  brings  up  the  chances  of  a  rupture  between 
England  and  the  United  States. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  if  the  demands  of  the  British  government 
are  not  complied  with  there  will  be  war,  and  it  may  not  take  more  than 
a  few  weeks  to  decide  the  contingency.  In  the  event  of  war  our  vessel 
would  be  perfectly  safe  under  convoy,  and  hence  the  question  occurs 
whether,  being  compelled  to  remain,  the  detention  may  not  prove  to  be 
opportune.  To  sum  up,  if  a  good  chance  should  present  itself  I  will 
start,  otherwise  I  shall  abide  the  course  of  events. 

The  steamer  Ella  Waller,  which  takes  this,  is  the  old  Isabel,  now 
under  British  colors.  John  Eraser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston,  are  the  prin- 
cipal parties  interested,  and  she  carries  from  here  a  cargo  of  sundries 
(but  no  munitions  of  war)  ostensibly  bound  to  St.  Johns,  New  Bruns- 
wick. In  case  of  need  she  might  be  made  available  for  transporting  a 
portion  of  the  Gladiator's  cargo.  So  also  could  the  Theodora,  provided 
she  is  put  in  such  a  condition  as  I  suggested  in  my  former  communica- 
tion. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  either  to  sell  or  ship  the  seventy-five  bales 
cotton.  This  is  a  very  poor  market,  but  I  expect  to  get  rid  of  it  next 
week,  as  I  am  informed  that  a  vessel  is  to  go  to  New  York,  and  I  may 
induce  some  one  to  buy.  In  fact,  a  party  has  approached  me  on  the 
subject,  but  will  make  no  offer  until  the  vessel  is  ready  to  load.  Messrs. 
H'y  Adderly  &  Co.  have  offered  to  ship  it  to  New  York  for  me,  which 
is  undoubtedly  the  best  market,  but  with  the  temper  of  the  people 
thei;e  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  authorities  might  go  behind  the 
alleged  ownership,  and  give  us  trouble  in  realizing.  I  have  no  desire 
to  speculate  on  the  cotton,  but  simply  to  get  the  best  price  without  any 
farther  risk. 

As  it  may  so  happen  that  you  have  not  received  the  charter-party  of 
the  Gladiator  I  inclose  a  copy  of  it. 

There  are  two  English  gun-boats  in  port,  the  Bull  Dog  and  the 
Steady. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  HEYLIGER. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Mr.  Mallory  to  31  r.  Memminger. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
]>[avy  Department,  Bichmond,  January  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  informing  me  that  you  had  pur- 
chased $75,000  worth  of  sterling  exchange  for  this  department,  which 
was  in  the  hands  of  Joha  Eraser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
has  been  received.  Messrs.  Fraser  &  Co.  have  been  instructed-  to  hand 
over  the  bills  to  Captain  James  D.  Bullock. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  C.  Gr.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  8th  of  October  last,  relative 
to  the  alleged  consignments  to  Mr,  Henry  Adderly,  of  Nassau,  ISTew 
Providence,  of  warlike  stores  for  the  use  of  the  forces  of  the  so-styled 
Confederate  States,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  secre- 
tary of  state  for  the  colonies  has  communicated  to  me  a  copy  of  a 
dispatch  from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  inclosing  a  copy 
of  a  letter  which  his  excellency  has  received  from  Mr.  Adderly,  denying 
the  allegations  brought  agaiust  him,  together  with  a  report  from  the  re- 
ceiver general  of  the  port  of  E"assau,  stating  that  no  warlike  stores  had 
been  received  at  that  port,  either  from  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere,  and 
that  no  munitions  of  war  have  been  shipped  from  thence  to  the  Confed- 
erate States. 

I  have -the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  esq.,  <&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  Captain  Maffitt. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 
War  Department,  Richmond,  January  27,  1862. 
Sir  :  la  the  event  of  your  finding  on  your  arrival  at  Nassau  that  the 
authorities  there  will  not  permit  the  cargo  of  the  Gladiator  to  be  divided 
or  transported  to  other  steamers,  you  are  authorized  to  take  command 
of  the  vessel  and  use  your  own  discretion  as  to  the  best  mode  of  getting 
her  or  her  cargo  into  some  confederate  port. 

You  will  show  this  authority  to  Louis  Heyliger,  esq.,  the  agent  of  this 
department  at  Nassau,  and  he  will  give  you  all  aid  in  his  power  for  the 
accomplishment  of  your  mission. 
I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Lieutenant  John  N.  Maffitt,  C.  S.  N.,  Present. 
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Mr.  Heyliger  to  Mr,  Benjamin. 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  January  30, 1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  steamer  Kate  arrived  here  on  the  18th,  and  brought 
me  your  letter  of  the  oth  instant.  I  am  gratified  to  perceive  that  my 
action  is  approved. 

According  to  your  instructions  I  immediately  arranged  for  the  trans- 
shipment of  the  Gladiator's  cargo,  and,  as  before  intimated,  I  had  no  dif- 
ficulty in  obtaining  the  requisite  permission  from  the  authorities.  You 
may  readily  imagine  how  intensely  disgusted  the  Yankees  are  at  this 
partiality,  as  they  style  it.  It  is  called  another  flagrant  violation  of 
neutral  rights.  Owing  to  the  boisterous  weather  that  prevailed  for  some 
days,  we  were  unable  to  commence  until  the  day  before  yesterday. 

The  Gladiator  lies  at  the  upper  anchorage,  some  five  miles  from  here, 
whither  I  had  her  moved  a  few  weeks  ago  in  consequence  of  the  large 
amount  of  powder  on  board ;  it  being  contrary  to  the  port  regulations 
to  allow  vessels  with  powder  to  remain  in  the  harbor,  I  accordingly 
steamed  up  early  on  the  28th,  and  superintended  the  transshipment  of 
the  following  i>ortion  of  the  Gladiator's  cargo,  now  on  board  of  the 
Kate,  as  per  bill  of  lading  in  closed. 

Having  no  invoice  of  the  cargo,  I  had  to  take  the  contents  aa  marked 
on  the  packages.    Total  number  of  packages  1,552. 

We  completed  loading  this  morning,  and  the  Kate  proceeds  to  sea 
this  evening  with  fine  weather  and  a  good  prospect  of  reaching  her 
destination  in  forty  hours. 

You  will  perceive  that  I  have  filled  out  the  bill  of  lading  for  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick.  This  is  to  cover  in  case  the  Kate  should  be  overhauled 
on  the  voyage. 

Since  the  Trent  affair,  Federal  cruisers  will  hesitate  to  interfere  with 
British  A^essels,  unless  caught  in  the  very  act  of  violating  the  blockade. 

By  the  transshipment  of  this  portion,  the  Gladiator  has  been  lightened 
one  foot  aft  and  eighteen  inches  forward.  It  may  do  perhaps  to  try  and 
run  her  in  after  she  has  got  rid  of  a  further  portion,  as  I  have  no  doubt 
her  speed  will  be  increased  in  consequence  of  her  lighter  draught. 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  sold  the  cotton  at  22  cents 
per  pound.  It  was  the  very  best  I  could  do,  and  there  has  been  no 
period  since  when  the  offer  would  have  been  repeated.  I  shall  have  to 
make  an  allowance  of  ten  pounds  per  bale  for  damage. 
.  My  relations  with  the  authorities  here  are  of  the  most  friendly  charac- 
ter. I  receive  many  marked  attentions,  which  I  value  as  going  to  show 
the  increased  cordiality  of  feeling  toward  the  confederate  government. 

In  cultivating  this  disposition,  I  feel  that  I  am  doing  some  service  to 
my  country. 

The  British  lineof,  battle  ship  Conqueror,  (101  guns,)  which  went  ashore 
on  Hum  Cay  a  few  weeks  ago,  has  gone  to  pieces  in  the  late  gale. 

There  are  in  port  now  the  British  gun-boat  Steady  (6  guns)  and  sloop- 
of-war  Greyhound,  (17  guns.)    No  Yankee  vessels  here. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  HEYLIGER. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Virginia. 
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Indorsed  Mil  of  lading. 

32  bales  blankets  and  serge. 
300  cases  rifles,  Enfield,  (6,000.) 

2  cases  surgical  instruments. 
94:  boxes  mess-tins,  pouches,  serge.  &c. 
15  boxes  medicines. 

2  boxes  lint. 

1  barrel  medicine. 


500  barrels  gunpowder ;    all  cannon  with  the  exception  of 
some  five  or  six. 


514  boxes  cartridges. 
90  boxes  caps. 


2  cases  surgical  instruments. 


See  letter  of  Mr.  Thompson,  colonial  secretary,  to  Mr.  Whiting,  United 
States  consul,  saying  that  the  cargo  of  Gladiator  was  not  to  be  landed 
at  Nassau,  December  30,  1861,  Vol.  I,  p.  769. 

See  correspondence  in  reference  to  the  Gladiator,  1861  and  1862, 
Vol.  I,  pp.  769-772. 

For  rules  adopted  January  31,  1862,  as  to  Nassau  and  other  ports  of 
the  Bahama  Islands,  see  Vol.  I,  pp.  348-351. 

See  correspondence  in  reference  to  the  Bermuda,  August,  1861,  to 
February,  1862,  Vol.  I,  pp.  759-768. 


Commander  Graven  to  Mr.  Welles. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Steadier  Tuscaroea, 

Cowes  Boads,  February  3, 1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  by  the  late  rule  of  pretended  neu- 
trality, issued  on  the  31st  January  by  the  government  of  Great  Britain, 
I  am  effectually  driven  from  these  waters.  Not  only  am  I  not  permitted 
to  remain  in  any  port  more  than  twenty-four  hours,  but  am  prohibited 
taking  in  coal  more  than  once  in  three  months,  being  thus  deprived  of 
the  ability  of  cruising  on  this  coast. 

My  previous  letters  will  have  informed  you  of  the  several  orders,  rap- 
idly following  each  other,  by  which  I  have  been  from  day  to  day  con- 
fined within  narrower  limits  by  such  stringent  rules  as  gave  every  ad- 
vantage to  the  privateer  Nashville,  and  would  have  enabled  her,  at  any 
time  during  the  last  two  weeks,  to  have  escaped  from  Southampton 
without  a  possibility  of  any  opposition ;  and  this  final  decree  of  Earl 
Eussell  renders  my  presence  here  perfectly  idle  and  useless. 

The  Nashville  is  still  at  the  docks ;  but,  feeling  no  doubt  his  advan- 
tage over  me,  I  presume  the  captain  of  that  vessel  will  depart  when  he 
is  ready,  having  the  full  protection  of  the  British  forces  here. 
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Since  writiug  the  preceding,  the  Nashville,  under  convoy  of  a  British 
frigate,  passed  close  by  this  ship  and  went  to  sea  at  5  p.  m.  During  the 
time  of  her  passing  I  was  visited  by  Captain  Patey,  and  cautioned  to 
observe  the  rule  of  delaying  my  departure  for  twenty-four  hours.  The 
whole  transaction  appears  to  me,  sir,  to  have  a  strong  impress  of  collu- 
sion, on  the  part  of  the  authorities,  to  effect  the  escape  of  the  privateer. 
I  had  no  sooner  anchored  here  than  my  arrival  was  made  known  at 
Southampton  by  telegraph ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  did  the  Nashville 
leave  Southampton.  The  British  squadron  communicated  the  fact  by 
signal  to  the  Shannon,  lying  near  me,  and  that  ship  was  at  once  got 
under  way  to  convoy  the  Nashville  out.  I  told  Captain  Patey  that  good 
faith  to  me  had  not  been  observed.  I  had  been  ordered  out  of  the  port 
six  days  since,  but  the  Nashville  remained  until  notified  of  my  anchor- 
age here,  and  then  sailed  as  above. 


Mr.  Helm  to  Mr.  Benjamin. 

Havana,  February  G,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  regret  that  it  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  the  department  that 
the  schooner  Stephen  Hart,  dispatched  by  Captain  Huse  from  London, 
on  the  18th  day  of  November,  with  a  most  valuable  cargo  for  the  gov- 
ernment, the  invoice  of  which  I  forwarded  to  the  department,  has  not 
yet  arrived  or  been  heard  from,  though  now  nearly  eighty  days  out. 

I  learn  from  Mr.  Heyliger  that  he  has  shipped  a  part  of  the  cargo  of 
the  Gladiator  by  a  small  steamer,  and  that  the  authorities  at  Nassau 
liave  consented  that  the  cargo  may  be  reshipped  in  such  manner  as  he 
may  deem  advisable,  affording  every  facility  in  the  premises.  I  have, 
therefore,  great  hopes  that  all  the  cargo  will  arrive  in  the  Confederate 
States  in  time  to  be  useful. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

CH.  J.  HELM. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond. 


Mr.  Heyliger  to  Mr.  Benjamin. 

Nassau,  New  Providence, 

February  22,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  steamer  Kate  reached  here  safely  on  the  16th  instant, 
and  is  now  taking  in  a  second  cargo  from  the  Gladiator,  with  which  she 
will  leave  to-night.  I  should  have  got  her  off  yesterday  had  it  not  been 
for  the  unwarrantable  conduct  of  the  captain  of  the  Gladiator,  who  inter- 
posed a  most  unexpected  obstacle  to  the  further  discharge  of  cargo,  and 
compelled  me,  reluctantly,  indeed,  to  incur  new  responsibility,  carrying 
with  it  a  considerable  sacrifice  of  money.  t 

On  the  morning  after  the  arrival  of  the  Kate,  Captain  Bird  informed  me 
that  he  would  not  deliver  another  package  from  the  vessel.  All  my 
remonstrances  proved  ineftectual.  He  had  made  up  his  mind,  and  was 
■determined  not  to  move  unless  he  got  ample  guarantees  for  the  purchase 
of  the  vessel  and  the  payment  of  the  bounty  of  £1,050  to  himself  and 
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crew.  He  was  ready  to  undertake  the  running  of  the  blockade,  and 
sink  the  vessel,  if  chased,  which  would  entitle  him  anyhow  to  the  bonus. 
However  unreasonable  the  demand,  at  least  for  the  whole  of  the  bounty, 
I  had  no  difficulty  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  to  comply  with  it,  as  the 
terms  of  the  agreement  stipulated  in  substance  that  the  bonus  must  be 
paid.  Such  is  not  the  sijirit  of  the  contract ;  but  the  obvious  effect  of 
promising  the  amount  whether  the  blockade  be  run  or  the  vessel 
sunk  conduces  to  this  result,  especially  in  the  case  of  Captain  Bird,  who, 
to  use  his  own  language,  had  only  to  run  out  of  the  port  of  Nassau  and 
sink  the  Gladiator  to  entitle  him  to  the  money.  To  all  my  representa- 
tions and  those  of  Mr.  Lafitte,  agent  of  John  Fraser  &  Co.,  Charleston, 
wlio  came  out  in  the  Kate,  and  who  urged  the  extreme  peril  of  going 
in,  his  answer  was  that  he  was  ready  to  leave.  I  had  only  one  course 
to  pursue  with  a  man  of  such  obstinate  convictions,  and  that  was  to 
yield.  I  had  no  means  of  enforcing  my  view  of  the  case,  and  the  im- 
portance of  getting  the  cargo  safely  home  was  paramount  with  me  to 
every  other  consideration.  Bearing  in  mind,  therefore,  the  extensive 
arrangements  made  by  you  for  securing  the  safe  reception  of  the  cargo, 
I  consented  to  the  payment  of  that  sum,  and  also  induced  Mr.  Lafitte  to 
draw  up  the  inclosed  guarantee,  dated  20th  February,  and  subsequently 
canceled.  The  same  afternoon  the  Kate  went  up  to  the  Gladiator  with 
an  order  for  the  delivery  of  the  cargo.  Early  yesterday  morning  (Cap- 
tain Bird  called  on  me  and  stated  that  he  had  changed  his  mind ;  that 
the  guarantee  was  not  satisfactory ;  and  that  he  had  sent  up  an  order 
to  stop  discharging  cargo.  To  say  that  I  was  annoyed  beyond  measure 
would  be  a  feeble  expression  of  my  sensations.  I  stated  to  Captain 
Bird  that  he  was  so  eifectually  playing  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  that 
I  was  almost  forced  to  believe  that  he  had  been  tampered  with.  I 
pointed  out  to  him  that  the  guarantees  given  were  far  in  excess  of  any- 
thing that  could  be  exacted  under  the  terms  of  the  agreement;  but  it 
was  in  vain  to  expostulate  with  him,  and  Mr.  Lafitte  was  equally  un- 
successful. Captain  Bird  would  not  budge  an  inch.  If  the  house  of 
Henry  Adderley  &  Co.  would  agree  to  guarantee  the  transaction,  he 
would  then  consent  to  deliver  cargo.  I  responded  that  his  request  was 
simply  equivalent  to  robbing  me  of  several' thousand  dollars ;  but  could 
produce  no  more  effect  on  him  than  on  a  stone. 

It  was  then  that,  on  consultation  with  Mr.  Lafitte,  I  agreed  that  we 
must  yield  also  to  this  outrageous  demand.  It  cost  me  a  great  pang  to 
consent  to  pay  the  heavy  commission,  it  being  practically  the  same  as 
throwing  so  much  good  money  into  the  ocean ;  but  I  considered  there 
was  no  other  alternative.  To  hesitate  would  be  to  delay  the  Kate  a 
couple  of  days  longer,  to-morrow  being  Sunday,  and  I  was  anxious  to 
get  her  off  before  they  would  learn  in  Hew  York  of  her  arrival  here, 
and  perhaps  concert  measures  for  the  blockade  of  Mosquito  Inlet.  The 
Kannak  will  reach  ISTew  York  to-day  and  I'cport  the  Kate's  arrival  here, 
so  that  at  the  most  we  need  not  expect  that  point  to  be  watched  until 
toward  the  close  of  next  week,  unless  the  enemy  has  heard  through 
other  sources  of  the  precise  landing  place  of  the  steamer. 

I  trust  you  will  approve  of  my  course,  and  appreciate  fully  the  extreme 
mortification  I  felt  at  being  compelled  to  involve  the  government  in  so 
wasteful  an  expenditure  of  money. 

Herewith  you  have  a  copy  of  the  agreement  now  in  force,  and  also  a 
memorandum  of  the  commission  to  be  paid  and  agreed  to  by  Mr.  Lafitte; 
If  you  think  further  instructions  are  needed  to  enable  me  to  carry  out 
the  terms  of  the  agreement,  please  advise  me  by  first  opportunity.  Mr. 
Lafitte  writes  to  John  Fraser  &  Co.  for  full  powers  to  enable  him  to 
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transfer  the  ship,  as  the  authority  to  sell  is  vested  in  the  members  of 
that  firm.  I  can  show  no  document  that  empowers  me  to  act  for  the 
government,  and,  if  you  deem  it  advisable,  it  may  be  as  well  to  confer 
authority  to  act  specifically.  In  fact,  it  may  be  essential  to  enable  me 
to  give  a  satisfactory  receipt  for  the  ship.  You  no  doubt  can  make  an 
arrangement  with  John  Fraser  &  Co.  for  the  sale  to  them  of  the  G-ladi- 
ator,  either  on  the  arrival  at  a  confederate  port,  or  in  IS'assau.  If  sold 
here,  I  do  not  suppose  they  would  pay  the  same  amount.  But  this  you 
will  readily  determine. 

I  received  no  letters  by  the  Kate,  but  the  Cecile  is  now  due,  and  may 
bring  advices  from  you. 

After  what  has  occurred,  I  am  constrained  to  the  belief  that  the  cargo 
on  board  the  Gladiator  is  not  as  safe  as  I  might  desire.  I  shall  keep  a 
sharp  look-out. 

I  inclose  a  list  of  all  the  vessels  that  have  arrived  in  l^assau  from  the 
Confederate  States  since  the  commencement  of  the  blockade.  I  made 
it  up  from  t^e  custom-house  returns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  HEYLIGEE. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Bichmond,  Tit'ginia. 


[Iiiclosure.] 

Eeceived  of  Captain  George  Edward  Bird,  at  the  port  of  Ifassau, 
New  Providence,  the  steamship  Gladiator,  for  and  on  account  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America. 

We  by  these  presents  admit  and  agree  that  the  said  Captain  George 
Edward  Bird  has  no  right  to  sell  the  said  steamship,  according  to  the 
contract  made  between  Captain  Caleb  Huse,  on  part  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  and  the-  owner,  Thomas  Stock,  of  said  steamship 
Gladiator;  but  overlooking  said  right,  and  being  anxious  to  convey  the 
cargo  on  board  said  steamship  Gladiator  belonging  to  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  to  the  Confederate  States  of  America  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible: 

We,  in  view  of  these  facts,  take  said  steamer  at  the  port  of  Nassau, 
New  Providence,  instead  of  at  a  port  in  the  Confederate  States  of 
America;  we  hereby  severally  and  individually  bind  ourselves,  our 
heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  to  pay  over  to  the  owner,  Thomas 
Stock,  or  his  order,  the  sum  of  lifteen  thousand  pounds  sterling,  in 
London  or  Liverpool,  England,  within  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  the 
presentation  of  this  receipt  at  the  oflBce  of  Messrs.  Fraser,  Ti^enholm 
&  Co.,  Liverpool. 

It  is  agreed  and  guaranteed  by  the  said  George  Edward  Bird  that  a 
good  and  legal  title  shall  be  made  by  the  owners  of  said  steamship 
Gladiator  to  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  or  their  agent  or  agents, 
before  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
said  legal  title  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Caleb  Huse,  agent  of  the 
confederate  government,  London,  or  to  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co., 
or  their  order. 
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lu  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto  signed  our  names  and  affixed 
our  seals  this  25 th  day  of  February,  1862. 

L.  HETLIGEE, 
Agent  War  Department,  0.  S.  A. 
JOHN  FRASEE  &  GO., 
Per  J.  B.  LAFITTE. 
J.  B.  LAFITTE. 
HY.  ADDEELEY  &  CO. 


Commander  Craven  to  Mr.  Welles. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Steamee  Tuscaeoea, 

Off  Algeciras,  February  25,  1862. 

Immediately  after  my  arrival  (at  Gibraltar)  I  was  visited  by  one  of 
the  governor's  aids,  who  served  upon  me  a  printed  copy  of  the  ^^neu- 
trality notice  of  January  31,"  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the  colonial 
secretary,  who,  under  the  direction  of  the  governor,  requested  me  to 
signify  my  compliance  with  the  rules  laid  down. 

In  accordance  with  the  rules,  I  left  the  waters  of  Gibraltar,  in  about 
twenty-four  hours  after  my  arrival  there,  and  anchored  on  the  Spanish 
side  of  the  bay.  ' 

On  the  19th  I  sent  a  boat  across  the  bay  with  the  .surgeon  and  pay- 
master, to  place  an  invalid  on  board  of  a  homeward-bound  vessel,  then 
under  way ;  this  service  performed,  the  ofiUcers  had  my  jjermission  to 
land  at  Gibraltar  and  send  the  boat  immediately  back  to  the  ship. 

On  the  20th  instant  I  was  surprised  to  receive  a  letter,  signed  jointly 
by  the  governor  and  senior  naval  officer,  copy  of  which,  marked  B, 
is  herewith  inclosed.  I  was  yesterday  visited  by  the  United  States 
consul  for  Gibraltar,  on  the  subject  of  this  correspondence ;  he  had 
received  a  visit  in  reference  to  the  matter  from  Captain  Warden,  at 
whose  instance  he  called  on  the  governor,. with  whom  he  discussed  it ; 
it  appears  they  wanted  an  apology  or  some  explanation  from  me ;  as  I 
had  none  to  make,  I  declined  further  writing  unless  the  unbecoming 
restriction  was  removed.  I  told  the  consul  he  might  say  to  the  gov- 
ernor that  I  intended  no  disrespect  to  him  personally  or  officially;  that  I 
had  felt  that  an  indignity  had  been  inflicted  on  me,  and  had  met  it  with 
what  I  considered  a  becoming  tone ;  that  the  governor  had  no  right  to 
take  offense  at  my  having  applied  to  the  pirate  captain  the  only  epithets 
which,  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  appertain  to  him. 

In  the  course  of  the  interview  previously  held  by  the  governor  with 
the  consul,  the  governor  informed  him  that,  by  his  construction  of  the 
"rules,"  the  Sumter  might  remain  at  Gibraltar  as  long  as  the  captain 
desired ;  this  intimation  will  of  itself  indicate  the  true  position  of 
affairs. 


B. 

[Incloaure.] 

GiBEALTAE,  February  20,  1862. 
SiE :  A  boat  from  the  Tuscarora,  now  at  anchor  at  Algeciras,  came 
across  the  bay  yesterday  morning.     Captain  Semmes  complains  that 
she  pulled  around  the  Sumter  as  if  watching  her. 
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It  is  necessary  for  tlie  maintenance  of  the  neutrality  of  this  port  that 
advantage  should  not  he  taken  of  the  close  proximity  of  a  foreign 
anchorage,  in  some  places  only  two  and  a  half  miles  distant,  in  aid  of 
any  warlike  purpose. 

Considering  as  we  do  that  the  presence  of  the  boat  represents  the 
ship  herself,  we  are  of  opinion  that  its  presence  under  such  circum- 
stances is  an  infringement  of  the  rules  of  which  you  were  given  a  copy 
on  the  12th  instant. 

We  have  therefore  to  request  you  will  be  good  enough,  during  the 
stay  of  the  Tuscarora  in  the  Spanish  waters  of  this  bay,  to  abstain  from 
sending  your  boats  at  all  into  these  waters. 

We  have"  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  J.  CODEINGTON, 
Lieutenant  General  and  Governor. 
FEED.  WAEDEIST, 

Senior  Captain. 

For  correspondence  relative  to  the  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  see  Vol.  I, 
pp.  489-516. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger, 

CONFBDEEATE   STATES   OF  AMERICA, 

N'avy  Department,  Richmond,  February  25,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  Confederate  States  steamer  Sumter,  I  observe  from  the  pub- 
lic newspapers,  is  at  St.  Eoche,  a  Sx>anish  port,  and  that  her  commander 
is  without  funds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  a  letter  of  credit  on 
London  or  Liverpool  for  $30,000  in  favor  of  Paymaster  Henry  Myers, 
Confederate  States  navy,  of  that  vessel,  in  duplicate. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOET, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  C.  G.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Heyliger  to  Mr.  Benjamin. 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  March  1, 1862. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  duplicates  of  my  dispatches  of 
the  22d  ultimo,  per  Kate,  which  vessel  sailed  at  11  o'clock  the  same 
night.  On  the  following  evening  the  steamer  Cecile  arrived,  but 
brought  me  no  communication  from  you.  She  conveyed,  however,  a 
letter  from  John  Fraser  &  Co.,  the  Charleston  consignees  of  the  Gladi- 
ator, to  Captain  Bird,  ordering  the  delivery  of  the  cargo,  both  public 
and  private,  and  recommending  him  to  go  back  to  England  with  the 
Gladiator.  This  suggestion,  as  you  are  aware,  was  not  in  conformity 
with  the  contract  entered  into  at  London,  and  could,  therefore,  not  be 
carried  into  effect.  Nor  was  Captain  Bird  willing  to  obey  the  order  of 
John  Fraser  &  Co.,  without  receiving  in  substance  the  same  guarantees 
that  were  wrung  from  me  on  the  occasion  of  the  delivery  of  the  Kate's 


AND    THE   TREASURY    OF   THE    INSURGENTS.  65 

cargo.  The  reasons  which  influenced  me  in  submitting  to  that  extor- 
tion have  induced  me  to  comply  with  the  further  demands  set  forth  iu 
the  inclosed  contract,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  1  have  given  a 
formal  receipt  for  the  Gladiator,  and  shall  take  possession  of  her  iu  be- 
half of  the  government  so  soon  as  the  cargo  is  discharged,  which  I 
expect  will  be  to-night.  I  have  also  given  an  order  for  the  jjayment  of 
the  bonus,  and  early  next  week  shall  take  the  few  remaining  stores  and 
coal  at  cost  price.  Captain  Bird  refused  to  move  unless  we  stipulated 
that  the  purchase-money  for  the  ship  should  be  paid  within  sixty  days 
after  presentation  of  the  receipt  in  England.  This  document  will  leave 
here  by  the  mail  of  the  17th  and  go  out  by  the  Cunard  steamer  of  the 
26th  from  ISew  York,  so  that  it  will  reach  London  by  the  9th  of  April, 
and  the  payment  thus  due  about  the  9th  June.  This  differs  from  the 
original  contract  in  so  far  that  no  particular  period  was  defined  for  the 
payment,  though,  in  spirit,  it  was  no  doubt  intended  that  in  case  of 
claim  government  should  forthwith  provide  for  its  liquidation.  That 
portion  "of  the  agreement  between  Captain  Huse  and  Mr.  Stock  read  as 
follows:  "  In  the  event  of  a  contingency  arising  under  which  Mr.  Stock 
is  entitled  to  claim  from  the  confederate  government,  it  is  agreed  that 
such  claim  shall  for};hwith  be  settled  in  London  by  Captain  Huse,  and 
shall  be  payable  by  his  order  on  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  «&  Co.,  at 
sight,  to  be  liquidated  out  of  any  funds  in  their  hands  unappropriated 
and  applicable  to  such  purpose,  or  that  may  afterward  become  so  appli- 
cable, either  by  special  remittance  or  otherwise." 

I  shall  put  the  Gladiator  temporarily  in  charge  of  a  reliable  person, 
and  retain  a  few  of  the  firemen,  if  I  can  induce  them  to  serve,  until  I 
hear  finally  from  you.  This  1  conceive  to  be  the  best  policy,  as  it 
assuredly  will  be  the  most  economical. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  John  K.  Mafltt,  C.  S.  N.,  arrived  by  the 
Cecile,  and  presented  me  your  letter  to  him,  under  date  of  the  27th  Jan- 
uary. As  the  contingency  therein  set  forth  has  not  arisen,  the  authority 
given  to  this  officer  to  take  command  of  the  Gladiator  ceases.  But, 
looking  to  the  future,  it  may  perhaps  be  well  to  consider  whether,  in 
the  event  that  you  should  decide  either  to  keep  the  Gladiator  for  gov- 
ernment account,  or  charter  her  from  those  to  whom  you  may  sell,  it 
would  not  be  desirable  to  place  her  in  charge  of  this  gentleman,  who  pos- 
sesses your  confidence  so  entirely,  and  who,  from  what  I  have  seen,  is 
every  way  competent,  resolute,  and  trustworthy.  The  interest  of  the 
government,  I  think,  will  be  best  consulted  on  all  occasions  by  placing 
a  commissioned  officer  in  charge  of  government  property  on  government 
undertaking. 

The  Gladiator  is  certainly  a  very  serviceable  vessel,  and  fully  worth 
the  purchase-money.  With  a  registered  tonnage  of  only  477,  she  carries 
625  tons  of  cargo, "  She  is  in  excellent  condition,  well  found,  her  engine 
in  first-rate  order,  and  A  1  in  every  respect,  excepting  speed.  When 
loaded,  that  is  eight  knots,  or  fully  equal  to  two  hundred  miles  per 
day.  If  you  want  a  further  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition,  she  is 
just  the  vessel  to  suit.  In  seven  or  eight  weeks  at  farthest,  from  the 
time  of  leaving  Nassau,  she  could  return  with  a  full  cargo,  to  be  dis- 
tributed in  the  same  way,  or  run  in,  as  circumstances  may  require.  I 
have  thought  it  proper  to  throw  out  these  suggestions  for  your  consid- 
eration, the  more  so,  as  I  hear  that  the  Eingal  cannot  possibly  get  out 
from  Savannah,  Of  course,  if  in  this  connection  you  should  require 
my  services  in  any  capacity,  either  to  go  abroad  or  to  any  of  the  other 
islands,  or  to  assist  in  transacting  the  business  for  any  officer  you  may 
select  to  take  charge  of  the  Gladiator,  they  are  at  your  disposal.  Eor 
5  A  c— VI 
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yourself,  personally  and  officially,  I  will  cheerfully  undertake  any 
mission. 

Messrs.  Henry  Adderly  &  Co.  endeavored  to  put  in  a  claim  of  £1,500 
for  discharging  the  Gladiator's  cargo,  on  the  plea  that  the  customary 
charge  for  forwarding  here  is  2J  per  cent.  Of  course  1  resisted  the 
attempt,  and  it  -was  in  view  of  avoiding  such  an  imposition  that  I  made 
out  the  bills  of  lading  for  the  two  cargoes  per  the  Kate  in  my  name. 
After  consulting  with  Mr.  Lafltte,  I  agreed  that  a  commission  of  £500 
for  the  three  shipments,  which  comprise  the  entire  cargo,  would  prob- 
ably be  satisfactory,  although  much  more  than  customary.  Mr.  Lafitte 
pays  £200  for  forwarding  the' private  cargo,  valued  at  only  £9,000,  and 
on  that  principle,  we  should  have  been  mulcted  for  a  much  larger  sum 
than  £500. 

The  ship  Eliza  Bonsell  will  leave  for  Liverpool  on  the  4th,  w'ith  2,000 
bales  cotton,  all  of  which  has  come  from  Charleston,  and  been  for- 
warded by  Adderly  &  Co.  On  this  they  are  allowed  2^  per  cent,  com- 
mission for  transshipment,  a  most  exorbitant  deuiand,  but  one  in  unison 
with  the  usages  of  the  place,  and  which  Mr.  Lafitte  and  John  Eraser 
&  Co.  are  willing  to  submit  to  in  consideration  of  retaining  the  interest 
of  the  most  influential  mercantile  establishment  in  ISTassau.  Undoubt- 
edly Adderly  &  Co.  have  lost  northern  business  in  consequence  of  their 
southern  sympathies,  and  they  are  certainly  doing  their  best  to. make  up 
for  it  by  taking  a  good  slice  from  us.  The  claim  of  these  gentlemen 
for  the  ■  £500  aforementioned,  together  with  the  5  per  cent,  guarantee 
commission  on  £16,050,  and  the  payment  of  £1,050  bonus,  will  be  sent 
to  John  Eraser  &  Co.  by  this  opportunity. 

If  it  can  be  managed,  I  should  like  to  have  an  answer  to  this  by  the 
first  steamer  that  leaves. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  HEYLIGEE. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  WaVj  Bichmoncl,  Virginia. 


Messrs.  J.  Fraser  &  Co.  to  Mr.  Benjamin. 

Charleston,  March  6, 1862. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Eraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.,  dated  January  27,  in  which  they  advise  us  that  they  had  bought  a 
steamer  called  the  Economist,  "to  aid  Captain  Huse  in  putting  forward 
what  he  had  on  hand,  and  was  extremely  anxious  should  be  shipped 
without  delay,  and  also  to  relieve  him  from  much  embarrassment  with 
regard  to  the  procuring  of  a  steamer  for  the  purpose,  -the  particulars  of 
which  we  cannot  now  communicate  to  you." 

This  extraat  is  from  the  press  copy  of  a  letter,  the  original  of  which, 
marked  "pr.  Economist."  We  therefore  infer  the  steamer  was  ready  for 
sea.  Erom  prudential  motives,  we  suppose,  they  make  no  further  allu- 
sion to  her,  and  we  are  ignorant  of  her  port  of  destination.  We  infer 
that  it  will  be  Nassau.  If  it  is,  shall  we  go  on  bringing  her  cargo  over 
on  the  same  terms  as  the  Gladiator? 

If  the  government  can  make  any  other  arrangement,  we  would  be 
very  glad  of  it,  as  we  have  a  large  quantity  of  goods  to  bring  over,  that 
are  postponed,  to  the  governments.  If  we  are  to  continue  this  service, 
we  think  it  highly  probable  that  we  shall  be  obliged  to  abandon  New 
Smyrna  and  seek  some  other  port.    The  enemy  are  so  near  that  this  port 
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is  now  very  insecure.    If  you  are  willing  to  leave  the  selection  of  the 
port  to  our  discretion,  be  good  enough  to  say  so. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

JXO.  FEASER  ^  CO. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benja:iiin, 

Secretary  of  ^Var,  Bichmond. 
We  sent  the  bark  Sophia  to  sea  on  the  4th  for  Liverpool,  with  800 
bales  of  cotton. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  3Iessrs.  J.  Fraser  &  Co. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Department^  Richmond,  March  10,  1862. 
GENTLE3IEN :  I  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  several  favors  of  28th. 
ultimo,  aud  3d  and  4th  instant,  and  am  now  in  possession  of  various 
dispatches  announcing  arrival  of  the  Cecile,  thus  fortunately  closing  up 
the  Gladiator's  cargo. 

I.  I  dispatched  orders  to  Captain  Simkins  to  give  you  the  aid  of  our 
arrangements  for  the  removal  of  your  portion  of  the  cargo.  Learning 
from  your  disx^atch  this  morning  that  he  had  not  received  his  orders, 
they  have  been  repeated. 

II.  I  transmitted  you  $100,000  on  account  of  the  freight  a  few  days 
ago,  but  had  really  not  time  to  advise  you. 

III.  The  government  has  been  greatly  annoyed  in  relation  to  the  con- 
duct of  Captain  Bird,  but  I  am  deeply  indebted  to  you  and  your  friends 
in  2*fassau  for  their  aid  in  extricating  us  from  the  embarrassment  caused 
by  the  unexpected  and  unreasonable  demands  of  Captain  Bird. 

'  The  Gladiator  is  now  ours,  and  we  would  be  glad  to  retain  her  for 
bringing  arms  from  England  to  some  of  the  West  India  Islands,  but 
she  is  now  a  marked  vessel,  and  we  would  never  be  able  to  put  arms  on 
her  without  its  being  known.  The  enemy  would  watch  for  and  capture 
her.  If  loaded  with  other  cargo,  such  as  general  merchandise,  she 
could  be  made  very  valuable. 

It  occurs  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the 
government  to  sell  her  and  buy  another  vessel  abroad.  Would  you  be 
willing  to  take  her,  and  at  what  price  ?  She  could  carry  to  Europe 
your  cargoes  from  Charleston  and  bring  back  general  merchandise  to 
great  advantage.  If  you  make  a  fair  offer  for  her,  I  prefer  purchasing 
another  vessel  in  England  for  the  supplies  of  arms  and  munitions  of 
war. 

IV.  I  am  quite  satisiied  that  Mr.  Heyliger  acted  for  the  best,  and  am 
more  than  gratified  at  our  success  in  getting  in  the  whole  cargo  of  the 
Gladiator. 

As  regards  the  payment  of  the  commissions  to  Messrs.  Adderly  &  Co., 
I  must  beg  you  to  make  it,  and  charge  it  in  your  bill  for  freight,  which 
will  be  paid  as  soon  as  you  present  it. 

V.  If  I  cannot  sell  the  Gladiator  at  once,  I  will  send  you  the  £15,000 
to  pay  for  her,  and  must  then  make  the  best  use  of  her  I  can  devise  for 
the  public  service. 

Vl:  I  inclose  you  letters  for  Mr.  Heyliger  and  Captain  Huse,  which 
please  forward  by  first  opportunity. 

I  am,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BEKJAMIIT, 

'  Secretary  of  War. 
Messrs.  Jno.  Feasee  &  Co., 

Charleston^  South  Carolina. 
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Mr.  Benjamin  to  Major  Huse. 

Confederate  States  op  Ajmerica, 

War  Department,  BicJtmond,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  hitherto  supposed  that  Colonel  Gorgas,  as  chief  of  the 
ordnance  bureau,  was  corresponding  with  you;  but,  learning  he  has 
not  written  to  you  recently,  I  now  take  pleasure  in  assuring  you  of  the 
full  approval  of  your  government  of  your  conduct  in  the  business  in- 
trusted to  your  charge.  The  responsibility  you  have  assumed  in  making 
purchase  of  army  supplies  not  directly  authorized  by  your  instructions 
is  also  approved ;  your  assumption  of  it,  under  the  circumstances,  was 
judicious  and  proper. 

It  has  been  my  aim  to  keep  you  fully  supplied  with  funds.  I  have 
placed  to  your  credit  on — 

January  20tU $461,  600 

February  14th 300,  000 

March  7th 500, 000 

In  all $1,261,600 

or  about  £250,000. 

The  cargo  of  the  Gladiator  has  been  received  in  full.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  reship  it  in  small  steamers,  which  made  three  separate  voyages 
from  Nassau,  and  it  has  all  reached  port  safely.  Unfortunately  the 
Stephen  Hart  has  been  captured,  and  her  cargo  has  gone  to  the  benefit 
of  the  enemy.  We  are  awaiting  news  of  the  Economist  with  great 
anxiety,  and  if  she  has  come  directly  for  one  of  our  ports  I  fear  she 
will  be  lost. 

Pradence  requires  that  all  cargoes  for  the  government  be  sent  to 
some  port  in  the  West  Indies ;  and  they  ought  always  to  go  on  steam- 
ers ;  let  them  be  directed  to  some  port  in  Cuba,  to  care  of  our  agent, 
Mr.  Helm,  and  we  can  get  them  away  with  almost  entire  certainty  by 
breaking  bulk  there.  I  wish  also  to  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  of 
as  much  secrecy  as  iiossible  in  your  shipments. 

As  fast  as  possible  give  us  small-arms  and  cannon-powder,  or  salt- 
peter. Small-arms  and  powder ;  small-arms  and  powder ;  small-arms 
and  powder ;  these  are  our  great  needs,  and  I  pray  you  to  spare  no 
effort  to  send  them  with  all  possible  dispatch,  to  the  neglect  of  every- 
thing else  if  necessary. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Major  Caleb  Huse, 

Care  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Heyliger. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 

War  Department,  Richmond,  March  10,  1862. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  am  gratified  at  being  able  to  inform  you  of  the  safe 
arrival  of  the  entire  cargo  of  the  Gladiator,  thus  accomplishing  success- 
fully the  object  of  your  mission. 
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Your  conduct  throughout  merits  the  warm  approval  of  the  govern- 
ment. , 
I  am  yours,  &c., 

J.  P.  BEXJAMm, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Louis  Hetligee,  Esq., 

Xassau,  New  Providence. 


Major  Muse  to  Major  Gorgas. 

oS  Jermyn  Street, 
^  London,  March  15,  1862. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  owners  of  the  Ste- 
phen Hart  have  taken  steps  for  due  recovery  of  their  property,  which 
they  hope  will  prove  successful.  The  case  is  in  good  hands  in  JSTew 
York,  and  I  can  confidently  say  that  everything  that  can  be  done 
in  the  case  will  be  properly  attended  to. 

The  screw  steamer  Southwick  is  now  en  route  to  Nassau  with  a  valu- 
able cargo  of  arms  and  other  supplies.  A  list  of  her  cargo  has  already 
been  forwarded  to  you. 

The  steamer  Minna  will  leave  in  a  few  days,  ijrobably  on  the  19th. 
There  will  be  on  board  of  this  vessel,  for  the  government,  5,000  rifles, 
1,500  cavalry  sabers,  1,500  cavalry  belts,  10,000  friction  tubes,  and  500 
barrels  of  cannon-powder. 

The  steamer  Bahama  is  expected  to  arrive  to-day  at  Hamburg,  where 
she  will  take  on  board  the  Austrian  field  batteries,  concerning  the  pur- 
chase of  which  I  have  already  informed  the  department.  This  vessel 
has  also  on  board  four  7-inch  navy  guns  and  a  quantity  of  shells,  which, 
in  the  absence  of  Captain  Bullock,  I  directed  to  be  sent  to  Nassau,  with 
a  viewto  their  being  transferred  to  another  vessel  if  opportunity  should 
offer.  Since  disposing  of  these  guns  in  this  manner,  Captain  Bullock 
has  arrived,  and  has  taken-  charge  of  the  vessel  for  which  these  guns 
were  intended.  He  has  not  seen  fit  to  change  the  destination  of  the 
guns,  and  they  will  accordingly  be  forwarded  with  the  field  batteries. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  there  is  no  officer  of  the  navy  in  this  coun- 
try to  take  charge  of  the  important  shipment  from  Hamburg. 

In  my  last  communication  I  state^  that  I  should  consider  it  my  duty 
to  go  in  the  Bahama  myself  in  case  no  ofllicer  arrived  in  theanean  time. 
But,  after  conferring  with  Captain  Bullock,  and  considering  the  whole 
matter,  I  have  come  to  the  determiuation  that  it  would  not  be  proper 
for  me  to  leave  this  country  for  so  long  a  time,  since  every  day  my 
presence  is  necessary  in  connection  with  the  business  which  I  have  in 
hand.  I  must  therefore  trust  everything  to  the  master  of  the  ship,  who 
is  certainly  entirely  trustworthy  and  competent,  but  who  cannot  feel 
himself  possessed  of  that  complete  control  of  the  property  that  he  would 
if  he  were  a  commissioned  officer  of  either  the  army  or  the  navy.  The 
Bahama  will  be  commanded  by  Mr.  Tessier,  late  master  of  the  Bermuda. 
It  is  almost  impossible  to  combine  in  any  one  ship  the  qualities  neces- 
sary in  running  into  a  port  of  the  confederacy  and  for  crossing  the  ocean. 
Vessels  having  the  speed  requisite  for  the  former  service  require  so 
much  space  for  coal  as  to  leave  almost  no  room  for  cargo,  while  all  the 
screw  steameis,  the  only  class  fitted  for  carrying  cargo  so  great  a  dis- 
tance, are  quite  slow. 
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I  am  quite  at  a  loss  what  destination  to  give  to  the  Bahama.  Mj- 
conviction  is  that  York  Eiver  is  the  i)oint  for  which  she  should  run. 
But  I  do  not  think  that  the  master  of  the  ship  will  be  willing  to  attempt 
the  blockade  at  any  rate,  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  send  her  to  Bermuda 
or  S"assau. 

I  beg  to  suggest  to  the  department  the  importance  of  everything  re- 
lating to  these  shipments  being  kept  entirely  secret.  Prom  the  evidence 
given  in  the  case  of  the  Stephen  Hart,  I  am  confident  that,  no  matter 
what  may  be  character  of  the  flag,  that  munitions  of  war  belonging  to 
the  confederate  government  will  be  held  by  United  States  officers  liable 
to  capture,  no  matter  where  they  may  be  found. 

My  nest  shipment  of  arms  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  by  the  Havana 
mail  steamer  from  Southamjiton. 

My  steps  are  so  narrowly  watched  by  the  agents  of  the  United  States 
wherever  I  may  go,  and  such  efforts  are  made  by  the  numerous  United 
States  ministers  and  consuls  all  .over  Europe  to  prevent  munitions  of 
war  going  to  the  confederacy,  that  I  am  of  the  oi)inion  that  confederate 
property  will  be  unsafe  on  board  of  any  other  than  a  regular  mail  packet. 
I  adopt  every  precaution,  such,  for  example,  as  having  everything 
done  by  British  merchants,  but  I  do  not  feel  that  even  the  property  now 
at  sea  is  safe  from  capture. 

If  it  be  asked  why  I  do  not  insure  the  cargoes  against  capture,  I  have 
to  answer  that  the  rate  of  insurance  is  high,  and  that  I  do  not  think 
that  the  money  would  be  paid  in  case  of  capture,  the  insurance  being 
entirely  illegal.  Moreover,  it  is  an  undignified  position  for  a  govern- 
ment to  occupy,  that  of  paying  individuals  of  another  government  to 
insure  its  property. 

The  last  remittance  that  I  received,  £80,000,  was  insufficient  to  dis- 
charge the  indebtedness  I  had  incurred.  It  would  be  imioossible, 
at  the  present  time,  to  obtain  anything  for  the  confederacy  on  credit, 
with  all  the  losses  in  the  field  its  anny  has  sustained,  and  I  shall  there- 
fore be  unable  to  do  more  than  send  forward  the  rifles  and  accouter- 
ments  that  I  have  under  contract;  and  for  the  want  of  money  I  am 
obliged  to  direct  the  manufacturers  to  hold  back  in  their  deliveries  as 
much  as  possible. 

The  rifles  of  the  London  Armory  Com]3any  are  so  greatly  superior  to 
all  others  that  I  hare  made  an  effort  to  obtain  the  control  of  all  that 
they  can  make  within  the  next  three  years. 

The  contract  of  the  company  with  the  British  government  is  about 
expiring,  and  I  have  requested  the  managing  director  not  to  apply  for 
a  renewal  of  it,  until  I  can  receive  instructions  from  the  war  department, 
and  have  also  requested  him  to  tender  to  me  a  proposal  for  supplying 
50,000.  I  have  not  received  his  formal  reply,  but  it  will  be  in  sub- 
stance as  follows:  The  price  to  be  the  same  as  to  the  British  government, 
which  I  think  is  60  shillings,  say  $15.  Eifles  to  be  delivered  in  London, 
payment  on  delivery.  The  sum  of  £15,000  to  be  deposited  on  interest 
as  a  penalty  to  be  forfeited  in  case  of  non-payment  by  confederate  gov- 
ernment. The  penalty  to  be  absolved  in  payment  for  the  last  deliveries. 
I  have  found  this  company,  in  every  transaction  that  I  have  had  with 
them,  most  honorable  audaccomu"iodating;  and  I  beg  to  suggest  to  the 
department  the  great  importance  of  making  such  a  contract  with  them 
as  I  have  proposed,  which  is  similar  to  one  just  completing  for  the  British 
government. 

It  will  be  necessary,  in  case  the  contract  is  made,  to  organize  a  corps 
of  inspectors  of  the  work  as  it  progresses,  from  the  forgings  to  the  finished 
rifle.  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  could  secure  the  services  of  the  same  men 
now  acting  in  the  same  capacity  for  the  British  war  department. 
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The  advantage  of  having  a  standing  contract  with  so  respectable  a 
company  would  not  be  limited  to  the  contract  itself.  In  case  the  general 
government,  or  any  of  the  State  governments,  found  it  necessary  to 
procure  a  greater  number  of  rifles  in  England  than  this  company  could 
furnish,  the  same  inspectors  would  be  available  for  viewing  other  rifles, 
and  the  standard  of  quality  in  the  minds  of  t]iese  inspectors  would  be 
the  highest  possible. 

I  beg  to  request  an  early  communication  on  this  subject  from  the  war 
department. 

1  have  imported  from  ISew  York  a  United  States  cavalry  saddle,  and 
shall  have  a  number  manufactured  according  to  that  pattern  as  soon  as 
I  have  the  money  with  which  to  pay  for  them,  believing  that  it  is  pre- 
ferable to  any  saddle  that  I  have  seen  in  Europe. 

I  have  imported  from  France  a  set  of  artillery  harness  which  has 
some  points  of  superiority  over  the  English,  and  in  case  of  ordering  any 
more  artillery  harness  in  this  country,  I  shall  follow  the  French  model 
in  some  particulars. 

It  is  quite  impossible  for  me  to  send  forward  to  the  department  an 
accurate  statement  of  each  contract  made. 

The  department  must  be  aware  that,  with  so  much  to  attend  to,  my 
time  is  fully  occupied.  I  find  it  necessary  to  superintend  everything 
personally,  even  to  the  shipping  of  the  articles. 

To-morrow  I  go  to  Hamburg  to  attend  to  the  embarking  of  the 
artillery. 

I  have  received  four  more  batteries  of  artillery,  which.  I  am  to  have 
rifled  and  fitted  complete  for  service.  1  have,  however,  no  money  to 
pay  for  them,  and  I  cannot  borrow  any  more.  As  I  have  already  in- 
formed the  department,  the  entire  cargo  of  the  Bahama,  80  cannon, 
4,500  sabers,  3  forges,  and  3  battery  wagons,  was  purchased  with  money 
borrowed  from  individuals  in  Liverpool,  in  sums  of  from  £200  to  £1,000. 
For  these  sums  I  gave  my  notes  as  agent  of  the  government,  payable 
on  the  1st  of  August. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CALEB  HUSE. 

Major  J.  GoRGAS, 

Confederate  States  War  Department. 

I  have  received  no  communication  from  the  department  since  Secre- 
tarv  Walker  left  the  office  of  the  war  department. 

C.  H. 


3Ir.  Benjamin  to  3Ir.  Heyliger. 

[Extract.] 

(JONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

War  Department,  Richmond,  March  22,  1862. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  per  Cecile,  seventeen  days 
after  her  departure. 

You  will  be  gratified  to  learn  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the  Economist, 
with  a  full  cargo,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  the  Southwick, 
with  another  cargo,  is  now  in  Nassau. 
I  hereby  authorize  you  to  act  in  all  matters. as  agent  of  the  govern- 
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ment  in  regard  to  the  Soutliwick^  and  her  cargo,  as  you  have  done  for 
the  Gladiator  with  so  much  success.  I  have  requested  Messrs.  John 
Fraser  &  Co.  to  act  in  introducing  the  cargo  as  they  did  with  the 
Gladiator.  You  will  consult  with  their  agent,  and  determine  whether 
it  is  best  to  send  the  vessel  to  one  of  our  ports,  or  to  break  bulk  and 
ship  the  cargo  in  i)arts,  as  was  done  with  the  Gladiator.  I  feel  that  at 
this  distance  it  is  much  safer  to  intrust  the  decision  of  such  a  question 
to  discreet  and  reliable  agents  on  the  spot,  rather  than  attempt  to  con- 
trol by  positive  orders. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
Louis  Heyli&er,  Esq., 

Nassau,  New  Providence. 


See  letter  of  Caleb  Huse  to  Major  Gorgas,  April  1,  1862.  (Vol.  I, 
p.  538.)  A  copy  of  this  letter  was  transmitted  to  Mr.  Adams  by  Mr. 
Seward,  on  June  2,  1862.     (Vol.  I,  p.  537.) 

See  letter  of  Mr.  Seward  to.  Mr.  Adams,  April  4,  1862,  (Vol.  I, 
p.  533,)  informing  him  that  Captain  Bullock  is  in  England  with  men 
prepared  to  bring  over  one  or  two  iron-clad  vessels  for  the  service  of 
the  insurgents. 

For  correspondence  relative  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Saginaw  fi'om 
Hong  Kong,  in  April,  3862,  see  Vol.-I,  pp.  351-355. 


2I>:  Randolph  to  Mr.  Heyliger. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 

War  Department,  Bichmond,  April  11, 1862. 
Sir  :  Captain  John  N.  Maffitt,  Confederate  States  navy,  has  been  in- 
structed by  this  department  to  take  the  entire  control  of  all  vessels 
laden  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  for  the  Confederate  States  which 
he  may  meet  with  on  his  present  voyage,  and  to  bring  them  into  such 
ports  as  he  may  select,  'or  to  transship  their  cargoes  to  other  vessels, 
and  to  take  control  thereof.  He  is  also  authorized  to  adopt  any  meas- 
ures which  he  may  deem  necessary  to  secure  the  safe  arrival  of  such 
vessels  and  their  cargoes,  or  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  Captain  Maifitt  is  instructed  to  confer  with  you,  and  you 
will  act  in  concert  with  himin  all  matters  touching  this  commission. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 
L.  Heyligeb,  Esq.,  Nassau. 


2[r.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 

Navy  Department,  Bichmond,  April  14, 1861^. 
Sir  :  Congress  has  appropriated  $2,000,000  "for  construction  of  iron- 
clad vessels  in  Europe,"  and  I  desire  to  place  this  amount  immediately 
in  England,  where  we  have  agents  to  expend  it. 
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Please  mform  me  how  soon  this  can  be  accomplished  by  you,  and  also 
what  additional  amount,  if  any,  will  be  required,  in  consequence  of  the 
difference  in  exchange  or  otherwise,  to  place  $2,000,000  in  England. 
Your  early  attention  is  respectfully  requested,  as  an  appropriation  may 
be  necessary  to  meet  this  difference  of  exchange,  and  congress,  I  under- 
stand, will  adjourn  in  a  few  days. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  C.  G.  Memmingeb, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Heyliger  to  Mr.  Randolph. 

Nassau,  IST.  P.,  April  23,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  3Iy  last  communication  was  of  the  5th  instant,  per 
steamer  T.  L.  Wragg,  which  unfortunately  was  compelled  to  return,  but 
as  a  boat  was  sent  ashore  with  the  correspondence,  I  presume  you  must 
have  received  the  letter  referred  to.  The  present  goes  by  the  same  con- 
veyence,  and  I  hope  she  will  be  more  successful  in  getting  in.  Since 
then  I  have  received  two  dispatches  from  the  Hon.  J.  P.  Beujamin,  late 
secretary  of  war,  under  date  of  the  10th  and  22d  ultimo,  approving  the 
course  I  i)ursued  with  reference  to  the  Gladiator,  and  authorizing  me 
to  act  in  all  matters  as  agent  of  the  government  in  regard  to  the  South- 
wick  and  her  cargo. 

After  the  departure  of  the  Wragg,  having  no  other  vessel  at  my  dis- 
posal, I  was  compelled  to  bring  the  Southwick  into  the  harbor  and  dis- 
charge her  cargo,  which  has  been  accomplished.  The  terms  of  her 
charter  were  such  as  to  leave  me  no  other  alternative,  as  we  could  not 
submit  to  pay  $200  demurrage  per  day.  The  lay  days  expired  on  the 
12th,  and  we  were  unable  to  complete  the  unloading  until  the  14th,  so 
that  we  have  to  pay  £80.  This  was  unavoidable,  owing  in  part  to  rain, 
and  to  the  slow  process  of  discharging  by  lighters.  By  the  steamer 
Ella  Warley,  which  will  leave  to-morrow  or  the  day  after,  I  shall  ship 
4,000  riiies,  and  by  the  steamer  Cecile  about  2,000.  She  will  sail  in  a 
couple  of  days.  The  Warley  having  come  from  Havana  with  private 
cargo,  I  could  not  manage  to  get  any  more  room.  The  Cecile  has 
changed  hands,  having  been  sold  by  John  Eraser  &  Co.,  and  had  to  take 
under  instructions  a  certain  amount  of  stuff  before  I  could  put  in  any- 
thing. I  shall  ship  a  portion  by  the  Kate,  now  daily  expected,  and  hope 
also  to  see  the  Thfeodora  make  her  appearance  before  long.  In  this  way 
at  least  we  shall  have  the  advantage  of  distributing  the  risks  into  small 
ventures.  The  cannon,  and  also  the  shell  ammunition,  I  shall  reserve 
either  for  the  Wragg  or  the  Warley,  it  being  too  heavy  for  the  smaller 
boats,  particularly  the  cannon. 

The  British  steamer  Minna  arrived  here  on  the  20th,  with  a  large  and 
valuable  cargo  for  John  Eraser  &  Co.,  and  other  parties,  and  brings  also 
804  boxes  small-arms,  &c.,  for  government.  As  the  vessel  draws  too 
much  water  she  will  have  to  unload  in  part,  and  with  the  remainder  will 
probably  attempt  to  run  the  blockade.  I  may  take  out  a  portion  of  the 
guns  for  reshipment,  and  let  the  balance  take  their  chance  with  the 
vessel.  I  presume  this  Shipment  of  arms  is  the  identical  one  which  Mr. 
Helm  expected  at  Havana  from  Southampton.  In  all  these  matters  I 
shall  endeavor  to  consult  the  best  interests  of  government,  bearing 
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in  mind  the  importance  of  sending  the  material  forward  as  rapidly  as 
possible. 

I  have  turned  over  the  Gladiator  to  the  agent  of  Messrs.  John  Eraser 
&  Co.  I  do  not  know  the  precise  terms  of  her  sale  with  reference  to 
the  stores  on  board,  but  if  any  details  remain  to  be  adjusted,  they  can 
be  arranged  either  at  home  or  in  England. 

I  inclose  an  article  whicK  I  prepared  for  the  Nassau  G  uardian.  It  con- 
flicts strangely  with  Earl  Eussell's  assertion  in  Parliament  that  only 
nineteen  vessels  had  really  broken  the  blockade.  I  sent  copies  by  the 
last  mail  to  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  and  to  Captain  Huse.  The  paper 
■created  quite  a  sensation  here,  so  little  did  some  of  the  people  seem  to 
know  what  was  going  on  under  their  very  eyes. 

If  you  have  any  commands,  please  transmit  them  by  the  earliest 
opportunity. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

L.  HEYLIGER. 

Hon.  G.  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond. 


[luclosecl  extract  from  the  Nassau  Guardian.] 

OUR    COMMERCIAL   RELATIONS    WITH    THE   CONFEDERATE    STATES    OF 

AMERICA. 

A  great  deal  of  curiosity  has  been  expressed  of  late  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  commercial  relations  of  Nassau  with  the  Coufederate  States  of 
America.  To  gratify  this  very  general  desire,  we  have  carefully  exam- 
ined the  official  records  of  the  customs,  and  are  enabled  to  present  sub- 
joined a  complete  list  of  all  the  arrivals  from  confederate  ports  since  the 
commencement  of  the  Federal  blockade.  It  is  not  with  the  view  of 
expatiating  on  the  effectiveness  of  the  latter  measure  that  we  have 
compiled  this  table,  but  to  show  to  our  merchants  the  importance  of  the 
trade  that  has  recently  grown  tip,  and  which,  if  properly  fostered,  may 
attain  much  wider  proportions. 

The  majority  of  the  vessels  mentioned  below  have  again  run  the 
blockade  into  confederate  ports,  but  of  these  we  need  not  present  a  record. 

It  is  a  notable  circumstance  that  the  arrivals  from  the  Southern  States 
are  far  more  numerous  than  those  from  the  North,  with  which  our  iuter- 
•course  is  free  and  unrestrained. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  54.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  23,  1863. 
Sir:  Lieutenant  Beauford  and  gunuer  Caddy,  of  the  steamer  Sumter, 
arrived  here  yesterday  with  seventeen  of  the  crew.  They  state  that 
steamer  Sumter  is  worm-eaten,  much  out  of  repair,  and  leaks  very  bad; 
that  they  took  on  coal  and  got  up  their  steam  with  the  intention  of 
bringing  her  to  England  to  have  her  repaired ;  that  one  end  of  the 
boiler  blew  out,  and  in  consequence  they  have  laid  her  up  at  Gibraltar 
during  the  war,  and  will  not  attempt  to  run  her  out.  They  state  that 
■other  officers  and  men  left  the  steamer  for  England  previous  to  their 
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leaviug.  I  understand  the  vessel  that  has  them  on  is  now  reported  in 
the  river.  Captain  Senimes,  they  say,  is  in  London.  They  further  state 
that  they  expect  to  go  on  a  steam  man-of-war  which  Captain  Semmes  is 
to  command,  and  which  is  now  being  built  for  the  southern  confederacy 
at  a  place  called  Silloth,  near  Carlisle,  in  England.  They  further  state 
that  a  number  of  vessels  are  being  built  in  England  for  the  confederacy, 
as  they  call  it,  and  mention  among  them  the  one  that  Laird  &  Co.  are 
building,  and  to  which  I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Department 
in  jjrevious  dispatches.  Of  course,  these  communications  were  not  made 
to  me,  but  to  other  persons  who  have  communicated  them  to  me. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

For  general  correspondence  in  regard  to  Sumter,  see  Vol.  II,  p. 
483-538. 


Messrs.  John  Fraser  db  Co.  to  Mr.  Menimmger. 

Chaeleston,  April  26,  1862. 

Deae  Sie  :  Tour  several  letters  of  15th  and  23d  instant  have  been 
duly  received,  and  we  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  statement  in  the  last, 
of  the  facts  relating  to  the  steamers  Gladiator  and  Economist,  is  entirely 
correct.  These  transactions  between  the  government  and  ourselves  are 
now  closed. 

We  have  seen  Mr.  Bennett,  and  conversed  with  him  freely  in  reference 
to  the  subscribed  cotton ;  and  we  shall  be  prepared  to  carry  out  your 
views  respecting  the  purchase  and  export  of  cotton  the  moment  there 
shall  be  any  means  of  exporting  it.  For  the  present,  we  fear  the  attempt 
must  be  abandoned. 

The  blockaders  are  more  numerous  and  vigilant  than  ever ;  of  eight 
small  vessels  that  went  out  this  week,' (carrying  from  40  to  120  bales 
each,)  four  were  captured.  There  are  eight  blockaders  off  the  bar ; 
every  channel  is  blockaded,  and  a  second  tier  of  vessels  occupies  an 
exterior  line.  Until  there  are  means  of  exporting  the  cotton,  we  greatly 
deprecate  the  purchase  of  it  by  the  government.  The  parcels  offer- 
ing for  sale  will  naturally  be  those  supposed  to  be  exposed  to  the  depre- 
dations of  the  enemy.  When  sold,  it  will  cease  to  receive  the  care  and 
protection  essential  to  its  preservation,  and  a  protracted  war  would  lead 
to  nearly  a  total  loss.  We  are  removing  now  some  parcels  of  cotton 
bought  sixty  days  ago,  and  notwithstanding  all  the  care  bestowed 
upon  them,  the  condition  of  the  bales  is  such  that  a  large  proportion 
will  have  to  be  repacked. 

The  Thos.  L.  Wragg  (late  Nashville)  was  off  New  Inlet  (Wilmington) 
Thursday  night,  and  after  communicating  with  the  shore,  and  asking 
the  aid  of  .some  steamers  of  lighter  draught,  went  off  again  to  return 
last  night.  We  have  not  heard  to-day.  She  had  on  board  part  of  the 
cargo  of  the  Southwick. 

We  remain,  dear  sir,  yours  respectfully, 

JNO.  FEASER  &  CO. 

Hon,  C.  G.  Memmin&ee, 

Secretary  of  Treasury. 

The  balance  of  cash  in  hand  will  be  paid  to  Mr.  Pressly,  the  assistant 
treasurer,  as  directed.    The  payment  will  be  made  on  Monday. 
Most  respectfully, 

J.  F.  &  Co. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  57.]  United  States  OoNStiLATE, 

Liverpool,  April  26,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  see  noiinprovement  iu  the  feelings  of  the 
people  here  toward  the  United  States.  I  mean  at  Liverpool.  They  un- 
doubtedly desire  to  see  the  southern  confederacy  established.  Their 
sympathies  for  the  South  and  dislike  to  the  North  are  too  open  and  ap- 
parent to  be  mistaken.  This  feeling  is  almost  universal  among  th  em ,  and 
each  successive  victory  gained  by  our  troops  over  the  rebels  seems  but 
to  deepen  their  sympathies  for  the  one  and  to  intensify  their  bad  feel- 
ings, if  not  hatred,  toward  the  other. 


I  am,  &c., 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


1 
Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Heylifjer  to  Mr.  Randolph. 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  May  2,  1802. 

Dear  Sir:  My  last  dispatches  were  of  the  22d  and  24th  ultimo,  in 
original  and  duplicate,  per  steamers  Wragg,  Ella  Warley,  and  Cecile. 

The  steamer  Kate  reached  this  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  brought  me 
the  most  welcome  intelligence  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the  Thos.  L.  Wragg 
and  Cecile,  and  I  hope  that  the  Warley  has  likewise  got  in  with  her  sup- 
plj^  of  arms. 

The  Kate  is  to  leave  the  day  after  to-morrow,  and  will  take  all  the 
arms  she  can  find  room'  for.  Messrs.  John  Fraser  &  Co.  will  advise  you 
of  the  details  of  the  shipment.  I  find  it  necessary  to  go  to  Bermuda, 
and  shall  sail  to-day  in  the  G-ladiator.  Steamers  are  pouring  in  here, 
and  there  is  no  supply  of  coal.  It  was  barely  possible  to  get  enough 
to  enable  the  Kate  to  make  her  trip.  Mr.  Lafltte,  the  agent  of  John 
Fraser  &  Co.,  has  asked  me,  in  the  interest  of  the  parties  he  represents, ' 
as  also  that  of  government,  to  proceed  to  Bermuda,  and  get  a  supply  of 
coal.  This  is  one  reason  for  my  leaving,  but  we  hear  also  that  the 
captain  of  the  Herald  has  behaved  very  badly  in  Bermuda,  playing  into 
the  hands  of  the  Federal  consul,  and  xjrotesting  before  the  authorities 
against  the  steamer's  running  the  blockade.  This  must  be  looked  into 
forthwith,  as  the  Herald  would  be  a  very  important  auxiliary  in  trans- 
shipping cargo  from  here.  I  must  endeavor  by  some  means  to  get 
the  boat  here,  and  have  also  authority  to  order  the  Bermuda  and  Ella 
to  this  place.  Neither  of  these  vessels  have  government  cargo  that  I 
know  of  positively,  but  in  any  event  it  is  important  that  the  supplies 
they  bring  should  be  disi>atched  home  without  delay.  Hence  I  have 
not  hesitated  to  go,  the  more  so  as  I  do  not  expect  to  be  absent  over  a 
fortnight,  pending  which  Mr.  Lafltte  will  represent  me,  and  in  case  an 
opportunity  should  olfer,  will  send  forward  the  government  material  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  The  steamer  Oreto  arrived  here  on  the  28th  ultimo, 
from  Liverpool.  You  are  aware  that  she  is  a  gun-boat,-  but  as  all  the 
information  concerning  her  goes  by  this  conveyance  to  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  I  must  refer  you  to  that  department.     ?ilr.  Lane  came  in 
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charge  of  her,  and  was  told  by  Captain  Bullock  to  consult  with  me. 
There  being  no  confederate  naval  officer  to  take  charge  of  her  for  the 
present,  1  directed  the  vessel  to  proceed  to  Cochrane's  anchorage,  where 
I  left  her  yesterday.  The  Bahama  is  expected  every  moment  with  her 
armament,  and  I  shall  have  it  speedily  transferred,  though  the  matter 
will  have  to  be  delicately  managed.  Mr.  Lafltte  will  direct  everything 
during  my  answer.  The  Oreto  has  merely  sufficient  coal  for  two  days' 
consumption.  We  have  now  in  port  the  steamers  Oreto,  Minna,  and 
Steffln,  (the  latter  a  private  enterprise,)  and  the  Wragg,  Oecile,  and 
Warley  excepted,  and  not  a  ton  of  coal  for  either  of  them.  The  Gladiator 
has  only  enough  to  get  to  Bermuda.  You  will  perceive,  therefore,  the 
importance  of  obtaining  an  immediate  supply.  We  are  expecting  some 
from  Havana,  England,  and  St.  John,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a 
portion  may  arrive  soon. 

Trusting  that  in  this  and  other  matters  the  course  I  have  pursued 
will  meet  your  approval,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

L.  HEYLiaER. 

Hon.  G.  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond. 


Mr.  Bandolph  to  Messrs.  John  Fraser  &  Go. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 

War  Department,  Richmond,  May  6,  1862. 

Gentlemen:  We  are  desirous  of  placing  a  million  of  dollars  to  the 
credit  of  Captain  Caleb  Huse,  our  agent,  to  purchase  arms  in  Europe. 
He  is,  as  you  know,  generally  in  London,  and  could  avail  himself  of  a 
letter  of  credit  on  your  house  in  Liverpool.  Can  you  furnish  us  such  a 
letter  to  the  extent  above  indicated,  or  assist  iis  in  the  matter  in  any 
other  way  1 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  RANDOLPH, 


Messrs.  John  Eraser  &  Co., 

Charleston,  South  Carolina. 


Secretary  of  War. 


Remitted  Captain  Caleb  Muse,  London. 

1861. 
Apl.   18.  C.  Huse, "  Capt.,"  per  Jno.  Eraser  &  Co.,  Charles- 
ton, S.  C $54,  500  00 

May     2.        Do.,  per  Chas.  Walsh 44,  444  44 

Aug.  21.         Do 24,888  89 

Sept.  23.        Do 500,000  00 

Oct.    19.        Do.,  pr.  Jno.  Fraser  &  Co.,  by  order  of  the 

secretary  of  treasury 1, 031  52 

Aug.  28.        Do do 150, 000  00 

"       «          Do do 100, 000  00 

1862. 

Jan.    20.        Do 461,600  00 
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Feb.   14.        Do $300, 000  00 

Mch.     7.        Do 500, 000  00 

Apl.    li.        Do.,  to  pay  pilot 1,230  00 

2,137,694  85 
1861.                Credit : 
Aug.    3.  By  deposited  with  0.  S.  treasurer 96  40 

2, 137, 598  45 

Funds  to  Jno.  Fraser-  &  Co.,  CJiarleston,  South  Carolina. 

1861. 
Aug.  15.  For  purchase  of  small-arms  per  req.  from  ord- 
nance oface $248, 333  33 

1862. 

Mch.     7.  For  acct.  freights 100,000  00 

Apl.     7.       Do 17, 333  00 

"        "        Do 75, 633  20 

441,299  53 
1861.                Credit : 
Dec.     2.  By  refunded  amt.,  twice  paid 14, 167  21 

427, 132  32 

Funds  to  Sam'l  Smith  &  Co.,  New  Orleans. 

1861. 

June  20.  )  ($244,444  44 

"  21 .  [■  Trausf 'd  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co  -  $333,333  32  )  44, 444  44 
'<      "    )  (      44,444  44 

July    9.  ijfegotiating  exchange 833  33 


334,166  65 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seivard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  27.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  May  6,  1862. 
Sir  :  A  "  spectacular  drama"  was  performed  here  last  night,  entitled  the 
"  Fall  of  Fort  Sumter,"  and  I  learn  that  the  shooting  down  of  the  stars 
and  stripes  was  received  with  great  enthusiasm, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L  WHITING. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

See  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward,  May  7,  1862,  (Vol.  I,  p.  649,)  trans- 
mitting names  of  vessels  that  have  sailed  for  Liverpool  or  Bermuda 
within  the  last  ninety  days. 
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Mr.  Siise  to  Mr.  Benjamin. 

London,  May  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  be  permitted  to  introduce  to  you  the  bearer,  Henry 
Isaac,  esq.,  of  London.  Mr.  Isaac  represents  the  house  of  Messrs.  S. 
Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.,  London,  to  which  the  confederate  government  is 
more  indebted  for  liberal  dealing  than  to  any  other  house  in  Europe, 
with  ijerhaps  the  single  exception  of  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co., 
of  Liverpool.  Messrs.  S.  I.,  0.  &  Co.,  reposing  entire  confidence  in  the 
good  faith  of  the  confederate  government  at  times  when  there  were  very 
few  in  this  country  that  did,  most  liberally  advanced  a  large  sum  of 
money  to  enable  me  to  secure  a  contract  for"3J:,000  Enfield  rifles,  which 
rifles,  but  for  their  assistance,  would  have  been  obtained  by  the  United 
States  Government.  Afterward,  when  I  had  been  for  a  long  time  with- 
out remittances  from  the  confederate  treasury,  an  offer  of  a  large 
advance  was  made  to  them  for  the  same  guns  by  the  United  States 
agents,  which  offer  they  declined.  They  have  allowed  my  indebtedness 
to  them  for  government  account  to  reach  the  large  amouut  of  $500,000,  and 
in  no  instance  have  they  shown  any  disposition  to  delay,  on  this  account, 
the  shipment  of  goods  from  the  country.  On  the  contrary,  when  I  have 
desired  it,  work  has  gone  on  both  night  and  day  at  their  establishment, 
and  every  desire  has  been  manifested  by  them  to  serve  the  confederate 
government  in  every  possible  way. 

My  funds  are  not  only  exhausted,  but  I  have  obtained  credit  to  as 
large  an  amount  as  I  am  willing  to  ask  for.  Messrs.  S.  I.,  C.  &  Co.,  at 
my  request,  now  undertake  to  serve  the  confederacy  in  a  slightly  dif- 
ferent manner.  They  are  about  to  forward  to  the  Confederate  States 
war  supplies,  all  of  which  have  been  selected  by  me,  and  to  offer  the 
same  to  the  government  for  purchase.  In  some  cases  I  have  agreed 
that  a  certain  price  shall  be  paid  on  delivery ;  in  others  no  arrange- 
ment has  been  made.  These  supplies  will  go  forward  in  three  steam- 
ships, on  board  of  each  of  which  will  be  one  or  more  officers  of  the  con- 
federate navy. 

Messrs.  S.  I.,  0.  &  Co.  desire  to  load  these  steamers  with  cotton  for 
the  return  voyage.  I  have  assured  them  that  they  will  receive  every 
assistance  from  the  proper  department  of  the  confederate  government 
toward  obtaining  and  shipping  cotton. 

I  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  confirm  the  promises  that  I  have  made  to 
them,  and  by  so  doing  augment  the  confidence  which  business  men  in 
England  are  every  day  acquiring  in  the  wisdom  and  liberality  of  the 
confederate  government.  Such  a  course  on  the  part  of  the  government 
at  home  will  strengthen  my  hands  immensely,  and  enable  me  to  serve 
the  government  much  more  efficiently  than  I  have  yet  been  able  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CALEB  HUSE. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  op  State. 


3Ir.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 


No.  63.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  10, 1862. 
Sir  :  In  No.  61 1  called  your  attention  to  a  steamer  Adela.   This  steamer 
has  arrived  at  this  port.    She  is  commanded  by  Captain  Walker,  late  of 
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the  Great  Eastern,  has  been  purchased  for  the  South,  and  is  one  of  the  ex- 
pedition of  the  thirty  steamers  referred  to  in  previous  dispatches.  She  is 
only  175  tons  burden,  and  very  swift.  On  her  voyage  from  Belfast  to 
this  port  she  made  seventeen  knots  per  hour ;  and  they  say  she  was  not 
put  down  to  her  full  speed ;  that  when  she  is  she  will  run  nineteen  knots. 
She  is  to  be  got  ready  and  dispatched  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  steamer  Memphis  is  preparing  for  sea  ;  has  not  yet  cleared,  but 
will  do  so  in  a  day  or  two.  This  vessel  now,  with  her  cargo  on,  draws  14 
feet  of  water  forward,  and  16  feet  aft. 

The  Southerner,  referred  to  in  previous  dispatces,  sailed  on  the  7th 
instant.  After  going  iu  the  river  and  clearing,  she  took  on  50  cases 
shells,  30  cases  Enfield  rMes,  23  cases,  with  12  tins  in  each,  and  20  bar- 
rels and  hogsheads,  contents  unknown. 

Captain  Bullock,  who  went  out  in  the  gun-boat  Oreto,  is  back  in 
Liverpool. 

Another  screw  steamer,  called  the  Despatch,  now  in  dock  undergoing 
repairs,  is  believeu  to  have  been  purchased  by  the  South.  I  will  en- 
deavor to  ascertain  whether  it  is  so. 

A  sailing  vessel  by  name  of  Astoria  entered  yesterday  to  load  for 
l>Iassau.  She  is  487  tons  burden ;  her  captain,  Bruce ;  consignee,  J. 
Cartmel.  She  will  load  for  th6  South,  and  run  in  at  one  of  the  ports,  or 
land  her  cargo  at  Nassau. 

A  side- wheel  steamer,  called  the  Nicholas,  3d  on  the  line  fronj  Liver- 
pool to  Dublin,  has  been  purchased  by  the  confederates,  and  is  to  con- 
stitute one  of  the  expedition.  She  has  arrived  here  from  Dublin,  and 
is  being  fitted  out. 

The  steamer  Stanley,  of  376  tons  burden,  has  entered  to  load  for  St. 
Thomas.  Her  captain  is  Cargill ;  consignee,  G.  Green.  I  suspect 
this  steamer ;  think  she  has  been  purchased  by  the  South,  but  have  no 
proof. 

The  Eosalind,  formerly  the  Princess  Eoyal,  referred  to  in  previous  dis- 
patches as  loading  for  Nassau,  took  on  yesterday  six  rifled  cannon  in 
cases,  with  a  large  quantity  of  shot. 

The  Sophia  is  loading  a  large  quantity  of  saltpeter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sevtard, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  28.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  W.  P.,  May  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  9th  instant  I 
addressed  a  letter  to  his  excellency  Governor  Bayley  concerning  the 
movements  of  rebel  steamers  now  in  this  port,  and  I  inclose  copies  of 
my  dispatch,  and  his  excellency's  reply. 

The  proofs  of  the  character  of  the  cargo  of  the  brig  Fannie  Lewis  were 
contained  in  the  letters  of  Eraser  &  Trenholm,  of  Liverpool,  to  Mr.  La- 
fltte,  the  rebel  agent  here,  whi.ch  I  sent  forward  by  the  hands  of  Mr. 
"Whitehead  in  the  schooner  Prince  Alfred,  two  weeks  since. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  in  peaceful  times,  no  vessel  loaded  with 
powder  (in  part)  would  be  permitted  to  lie  in  this  harbor ;  but,  under 
the  existing  difficulties  in  our  country,  these  municipal  laws  are  con- 
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veniently  abrogated.  Citizens  of  this  place  have  assured  me  that  they 
have  seen  the  slides  for  caronades  on  the  decks  of  .the  Oreto,  while  her 
acknowledged  complement  of  men,  fifty  in  number,  would  be  deemed 
sufficiently  suspicious  to  any  honest  neutral  power  to  warrant  a  close 
examination  into  her  character. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[luclosure  No.  1.] 

2Ir.  Whiting  to  Governor  Bayley. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  May  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  excellency  several 
facts  of  importance,  deeming  it  my  duty  to  do  so  as  representative  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Nassau.  The  brig 
Fanny  Lewis,  which  arrived  here  from  Liverpool  on  the  6th  instant,  I  am 
credibly  informed  by  letters  received  from  that  port,  has  on  board  a  large 
quantity  of  powder  for  the  rebel  or  so-called  Confederate  States  of 
America. 

On  the  28th  ultimo,  the  steamer  Oreto  also  arrived  off  this  port  from 
Liverpool,  and  now  lies  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  where  it  is  believed, 
and  so  reported  to  me  by  many  residents  here,  that  she  is  being  pre- 
pared and  fitted  out  as  a  confederate  privateer  to  prey  on  the  commerce 
of  the  North. 

I  inclose  for  your  excellency's  perusal  a  slip  from  the  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina,  papers  of  the  28th  April,  giving  a  full  description  of  this 
expected  acquisition  to  their  schemes.  I  cannot  but  think  that  your 
excellency  will  consider  it  proper  that  some  inquiry  should  be  made  to 
ascertain  how  far  the  vessels  alluded  to  are  preserving  the  "  strict  neu- 
trality," so  earnestly  enjoined  by  Her  Majesty's  late  proclamation ;  and 
I  am  confident  that  I  pay  a  deserved  tribute  to  your  excellency's  high 
character,  as  a  ruler,  when  I  express  my  firm  belief  that  no  illegal  steps 
will  be  allowed  to  those  who  seek  to  subvert  the  Government  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
very  respectfully,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  WHITING, 

United  States  Consul. 

His  Excellency  C.  J.  Batley, 

Governor  of  the  Bahamas,  <&o.,  d-c.,  &c. 


[Inolosure  No.  2.] 

Mr.  Nesbitt  to  Mr.  Whiting, 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Nassau,  May  13, 1862. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  I  am  directed 
by  the  governor  to  inform  you  that  his  excellency  is  advised,  in  the 
absence  oi positive  evidence,  that  he  has  no  power  to  proceed  against  the 
6  A  C— VI 
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Oreto,  for  what,  if  proved,  would  amount  to  a  misdemeanor,  and  the 
rumor  of  fact  of  the  cargo  of  the  brig  Fanny  Lewis  being  sacli  as  im- 
puted is  not  of  that  illegal  nature  which  would  justify  his  excellency  in 
any  examination  or  interference.  The  agents  of  the  Oreto  have  stated 
that  they  have  neither  attempted  to  arm  or  put  arms  on  board  of  that 
vessel,  nor  are  they  aware  of  there  being  any  intention  on  th  e  part  of 
the  owners  to  arm  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c., 

C.  K.  NESBITT, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
Samuel  Whiting, 

Consul  for  the  llnited  States,  &c.,  &c. 


Messrs.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  to  Mr.  Benjamin. 

71  Jebmtn  Street,  S.  W., 

London,  May  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  We  are  favored  by  your  letter  of  the  17th  March,  for  which  we 
thank  you,  in  which  you  inform  us  of  having  sent  various  remittances 
to  Captain  Huse,  in  liquidation  of  our  claim  up  to  the  present.  The 
said  amounts  have  not  been  received,  unless  within  the  last  few  days, 
during  the  time  Captain  Huse  has  been  in  Vienna  superintending  the 
shipments  of  four  complete  field  batteries,  for  which  we  have  dispatched 
two  fast  steamers,  the  Columbia  and  the  Mangerton.  You  will  see  by 
the  inclosed  documents  that  we  have  lost  none  of  our  zeal  and  confi- 
dence in  the  success  of  your  cause,  although  the  late  news  has  shaken 
to  the  base  the  opinion  formed  in  this  country  of  your  x^ower  and  deter- 
mination. In  addition,  we  rely  on  your  honor  to  protect  eur  house,  as 
being  the  only  one  in  Europe  who  have  assisted  your  country.  By  the 
invoices  herewith  you  will  learn  we  have  shipped,  per  Melita,  war 
stores,  value,  on  government  account,  £56,000 ;  stores,  government 
to  take  if  they  please,  £36,000 ;  in  addition  to  the  heavy  debt  and  lia- 
bility of  £176,000.  Besides  the  above  figures  we  are  sending  the  four 
batteries  with  shells,  and  a  list,  marked  "  4,"  amounting  to  £70,000.  To 
convey  these  goods,  the  steamers  as  under  have  been  purchased :  Me- 
lita, Mangerton,  Columbia,  Cornubia;  value,  £90,000  sterling.  We 
therefore  wait,  with  some  anxiety,  for  further  sums  in  liquidation  of  our 
demand.  We  shall  be  glad  to  find  you  have  remitted  direct  to  us.  We 
think  it  advisable  that  one  set  of  bills  should  be  sent  direct  to  us,  a  sec- 
ond to  Captain  Huse. 

In  the  Melita  we  are  sending  out  one  of  our  house,  to  whom  you  can 
make  payments,  on  our  account,  for  the  goods  now  dispatched,  the 
arrangements  being  that  money  should  be  ^jrovided  on  presentation  of 
invoices. 

Goods  per  Melita  are  invoiced  at  the  prices  charged  in  London  for 
cash  on  delivery.  We  cannot  quote  a  war  premium.  This  must  be  left 
for  your  consideration. 

If  the  steamers  dispatched,  being  all  first  clasfe  vessels  of  light  draught 
and  great  speed,  can  be  made  available  for  your  service,  you  can  have 
them,  ijrices  to  be  agreed  with  our  Mr.  Smith. 

The  documents  herewith  inclosed  are — 

No.  1,  invoice  'of  goods  on  government  account. 

No.  2,  invoice  of  goods,  the  preference  of  purchase  being  given  to 
your  government. 
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No.  3,  list  of  other  articles  sent  for  war  department. 

No.  4,  copy  of  purchase  by  Captain  Hnse  of  war  material  at  Vienna, 
to  be  paid  on  presentation. 

No.  5,  letter  introductory  of  our  Mr.  E.  H.  Isaac,  to  whom  we  ask 
your  special  and  kind  consideration ;  also,  to  our  Mr.  Hart  or  Mr.  Smith 
coming  out  to  conduct  these  especial  transactions. 

In  the  mean  time  we  must  ask  you  to  make  your  remittances  by  every 
available  and  safe  opportunity,  in  order  that  we  may  be  placed'in  pos- 
session of  funds  to  carry  out  existing  contracts,  and  discharge  the  pres- 
ent heavy  engagements.  Bills  of  cash  being  sent  to  us  will  go  to  the 
credit  of  Captain  Huse,  in  due  course.  By  each  mail  we  shall  consider 
it  our  duty  to  hand  you  advices  of  our  proceedings. 

Earnestly  wishing  that  success  may  attend  your  arms,  relying  on  the 
justice  of  your  cause,  and  having  faith  in  the  God  of  battles,  we  are, 
dear  sir,  yours,  faithfully, 

S.  ISAAC,  CAMPBELL  &  CO. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

ct'C,  tf'C,  &c. 


Captain  Maffitt  to  Mr.  Randolph. 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  May  21, 1862. 
SiE  :  On  arriving  at  this  port  I  found  the  confederate  gun-boat  Ma- 
nassas *  consigned  to  me  by  Commander  J .  D.  Bullock,  Confederate  States 
navy. 

I  have  judiciously  dispatched  arms,  &c.,  in  all  the  steamers,  and  per- 
sonally assumed  command  of  the  Manassas,  which  vessel  I  hope  to  have 
ready  for  service  soon ;  and  my  whole  soul  will  be  devoted  to  giving 
eclat  to  our  cause  and  annoyance  to  the  enemy. 
My  difficulties  are  great,  my  ambition  greater.* 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  MAFFITT, 
Confederate  States  Navy. 
Hon.  G.  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  ^Yar. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  37.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  May  21,  1862. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  rebel  steamers  Kate 
and  Cecile  left  this  port  this  m(^rning,  in  all  probability  to  run  the 
blockade. 

The  British  steamer  Bull  Dog,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  gun-boats  sta- 
tioned here,  had  just  returned  from  a  cruise,  and  the  rebel  steamers  run 
down  to  her  as  she  lay  hove  to  off  the  bar,  and  having  communicated 
with  her,  and  probably  ascertained  the  position  of  our  cruisers,  reported 
to  be  off  Abaco  in  numbers,  they  both  altered  their  course  and  steered 
away  to  the  westward.  Captain  McKillopp,  of  the  Bull  Dog,  is  an  invet- 
erate scoffer  at  the  Union,  and  I  know  him  to  be  an  ardent  sympathizer 

*  Oreto  or  Florida.  For  correspondence  relating  to  this  vessel,  see  Vol.  II,  pp.  592- 
665,  and  also  additional  correspondence  printed  in  this  volume. 
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■with  the  secessionists,  and  I  believe  he  would  afford  them  any  informa- 
tion to  elude  our  blockade. 

He  said  in  my  presence  the  other  night,  at  a  party,  that  he  had 
hoisted  the  secession  flag  during  one  of  his  cruises  to  Turk's  Island,  not 
long  since ;  and  when  the  accomijlished  English  hostess  remarked  that 
"she  did  not  know  how  the  home  government  would  like  that,"  he 
turned  the  conversation  off  with  a  laugh  and  a  sneer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr,  Mallory. 

EiCHMOND,  May  26,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  at  Liverpool,  dated  April  11,  asking 
the  approval  of  the  department  of  their  action  in  paying  to  Captain 
Semmes  £2,000,  on  a  letter  of  credit  for  Paymaster  Myers,  of  the  Sum- 
ter, and  to  request  to  be  informed  what  answer  shall  be  returned  to 
Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 
EespectfuUy, 

C.  G.  MEMMIFGEE, 

Secretary  of  Treasury. 
Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


2Ir.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

Confederate  .States  of  Aimebica, 

Navy  I>e;pariment,  Richmond,  May  26,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  sum  of  $50,000,  in  coin,  is  required  to  fit  out  and  equip  the 
Confederate  States  steamer  Manassas,  now  at  Nassau,  and  I  have  the 
honor  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  whether  that 
amount  can  be  supj)lied  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable. 

If  this  amount  cannot  be  supplied  by  the  treasury,  I  would  request 
that  you  will  have  it  purchased,  and  inform  me  of  the  amount  required 
to  meet  it,  and  a  requfsition  under  the  proper  heads  of  appropriation 
will  be  made. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY,    . 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  C.  G.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr,  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  May  26, 1862. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  inclosing  copy  of  letter  from 
Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  has  been  received. 
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You  will  please  inform  those  gentlemen  that  their  course  in  furnishing 
Commander  Semmes,  Confederate  States  navy,  with  funds  to  the  amount 
of  £2,000,  on  the  letter  of  credit  provided  by  the  treasury  department 
in  favor  of  Paymaster  Meyers,  is  appi?oved,  and  you  will  also  please 
Instruct  them  to  furnish  the  remainder,  £4,000,  of  the  letter  of  credit  to 
Commander  Semmes,  as  the  draft  for  the  £4,000  furnished  him  was  hon- 
ored by  the  department  on  the  14th  of  April  last,  through  John  Fraser 
&Co. 

I  am,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  C.  G.  Memmikgee, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr.  Mallory. 

CONPEDEEATE   STATES   OP   AMEEICA, 

Treasury  Department,  Richmond,  May  27,  1862. 
SiE :  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  coin,  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  26th  instant,  I  halve  the  honor  to  state  that  the  only  deposit  of  coin 
in  the  treasury  sufficient  to  answer  your  demands  is  in  the  hands  of  A. ' 
J.  Ginrot,  assistant  treasurer  for  New  Orleans,  who  is  now  at  Jackson, 
Mississippi.  This  department  has  funds  in  England.  Would  it  not 
serve  your  purpose  as  well,  and  save  the  risk  of  capture  of  the  coin,  to 
send  to  Nassau  a  bill  of  exchange  on  England  for  the  amount  required? 
Very  respectfully  referred, 

C.  G.  MEMMINGEE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  S.  E.  MAiiLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

CONFEDEEATE  STATES  OP  AMEEICA, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  May  27,  1862. 
SiE :  As  suggested  in  your  letter  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  you  will  transmit  to  Nassau,  through  Messrs.  J.  Fraser  & 
Co.,  of  Charleston,  a  bill  of  exchange  in  favor  of  Lieutenant  John  N. 
Maffitt,  Confederate  States  navy,  for  $50,000,  or  its  equivalent  in  pounds. 
Upon  receiving  notice  of  the  amount  required  to  meet  it,  a  requisition 
will- be  made  under  the  proper  heads. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  C.  G.  Memmingee, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Memminger  to  Messrs.  John  Fraser  &  Go. 

EiCHMOND,  May  27,  1862. 
Gentlemen  :  I  ha.ve^received  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Fraser,  Tr^nholm 
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&  Co.,  dated  April  11,  in  relation  to  funds  furnished  Commander  Semmes, 
Confederate  States  navy,  and  as  a  reply  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy  on  the  subject. 
Eespectfully, 

C.  G.  MEMMIXGER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Messrs.  John  Eraser  &  Co., 

Charlesto7i,  South  Carolina. 


Messrs.  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  to  2Ir.  Benjamin. 

71  Jermyn  Street,  S.  W., 

London,  May  31,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  trust  our  former  advices  per  the  steamship  Melita 
will  have  reached  you.  In  that  we  informed  you  that  two  vessels,  the 
steamships  Columbia  and  Mangerton,  were  coming  out  laden  with 
munitions  of  war.  The  first-named  leaves  Hamburg  this  day,  and  will 
proceed  without  delay.  The  Sylph,  in  lieu  of  M.angerton,  will  proceed 
during  the  week. 

We  beg  now  to  state  Major  Huse  has  been  to  Vienna,  there  having 
seen  30,000  very  superior  rifles,  the  last  Austrian  pattern.  We,  in  order 
to  carry  out  the  instructions  received  from  you  and  the  secretary  of  war, 
have  agreed  to  purchase  and  forward  on  the  Economist,  which  ship  has 
been  placed  at  his  disposal,  the  30,000  arms  above  mentioned,  in  addi- 
tion to  10,000  Enfield  rifles  from  London,  making  a  shipment  of  40,000, 
the  value  of  which  amounts  to  £107,500,  exclusive  of  ammunition ;  the 
latter  will  cost,  say,  at  least  £10,000. 

Permit  us  to  recommend  ybur  shipping  produce  of  any  description  as 
fast  as  you  can  procure  and  send  it  out  of  the  few  ports  at  your  dis- 
posal. We  mention  this,  as  the  difiiculty  and  expense  of  sending  bills 
appears  to  be  almost  insurmountable. 

Our  advices  will  have  told  you  the  value  of  Melita's  cargo,  to  which 
may  now  be  added  the  articles  per  Columbia  and  Sylph.  These  goods 
are  to  be  paid  for  at  jSTassau,  or  to  our  representative,  should  he  proceed 
to  the  seat  of  government  ere  this  arrives.  Another  £117,500  will  be 
added  for  arms,  and,  say,  £5,000  for  other  military  goods.  We  mention 
this  for  your  guidance. 

Our  principal  had  some  conversation  a  few  days  since  with  Mr.  Mason 
on  the  subject  of  using  any  moneys  now  in  this  country  for  the  service 
of  the  Confederate  States  for  the  purchase  of  arms  and  powder,  under- 
standing that  Captain  North  had  the  control  of  many  thousand  pounds 
sterling  for  the  purpose  of  building  an  iron  ship,  the  contract  having  only 
ieen  made  icithin  the  lastfeiv  days.  It  was  Mr.  Mason's  opinion,  also  our 
Mr.  Isaac's,  that  as  the  ship  would  not  be  ready  for  at  least  twelve  or 
eighteen  months,  (the  keel  not  being  yet  laid,)  the  money  would  be 
better  expended  to  suit  the  requirements  of  the  moment,  even  had  Cap- 
tain ]^orth  to  pay  a  forfeiture  for  breaking  the  contract  entered  into. 
We  are  not  in  possession  of  what  took  place  between  Mr.  Mason  and 
Captain  North.  The  latter  gentleman  called  at  our  otfice.  Mr.  I.  used 
all  necessary  arguments,  but  the  captain  "  done  nothing,"  "  said  noth- 
ing," but  left  the  matter,  preferring  to  hold  the  money  on  account  of  a 
ship  only  just  thought  of  rather  than  use  it  for  that  essential  so  much  in 
demand  for  the  service.    We  did  not  set  him  this  example.     His  orders 
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may  have  been  peremptory,  but  under  existing  circumstances  discretion 
migbt  have  told  him  how  to  act,  seeing,  as  he  did,  that  our  house, 
acting  from  the  dictates  of  our  heart,  throwing  over  mercantile  consid- 
erations, yielded  to  Major  Huse's  solicitations,  and  at  once  purchased 
the  arms  at  Vienna.  We  mention  this  fact,  having  seen  many  gentle- 
men with  confederate  minds  and  tongues,  but  the  heart  and  pocket  did 
not  follow  in  the  same  ratio. 

We  earnestly  and  sincerely  trust  the  goods  now  on  the  way  may 
reach  you  safely,  and  prove  as  useful  as  you  desire  and  we  wish. 

We  look  forward  for  your  obtaining  a  glorious  victory.  In  the  hope. 
of  which,  believe  us  to  be,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

S.  ISAAC,  CAMPBELL  &  CO. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  (fee,  &c.,  &o. 

P.  S. — In  our  last  communication  we  stated  our  Mr.  B.  W.  Hart  or 
Mr.  Smith  might  visit  the  seat  of  government;  if  they  do,  we  commend 
them  to  your  favorable  consideration. 

Should  you  think  it  desirable  to  send  any  produce  in  our  name,  upon 
our  account,  to  John  Eraser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston,  we  shall  feel  obliged 
by  your  allowing  one  of  your  secretaries  to  advise  us  of  the  same. 

We  feel  assured  from  the  sentiments  expressed  in  your  favor  of  the 
17th  March  that  no  opportunity  will  be  lost  of  making  remittances.  At 
present  the  credit  of  the  Confederate  States  \\\  this  country  stands  very 
high.     In  your  hands  it  will  so  continue. 

S.  L,  C.  &  Co. 


See  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  June  26,  18G2,  (Vol.  I,  p.  725,)  re- 
questing him  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  British  government  the  fact 
that  Xassau  has  been  used  as  a  place  of  deposit  by  the  insurgents  for 
munitions  of  war  sent  thither. 

For  result  of  communication  of  this  dispatch  see  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward,  August  1,  1862,  (Vol.  II,  p.  608.) 


Messrs.  John  Fraser  tD  Co.  to  2L-.  Randolph. 

Charleston,  June  2-i,  1862. 
Sir  :  We  telegraphed  you  yesterday  the  arrival  here  of  the  Memphis 
with  some  arms,  &c.  She  reports  the  arrival  at  jSTassau  of  the  Bahama, 
we  believe  with  the  armament  of  the  Oreto,  and  the  departure  thence 
for  this  port  of  the  Nashville,  Kate,  and  Cecile,  we  hope  with  some 
more  arms.  The  enemy  shelled  the  Memphis  in  Maf&t's  Channel  without 
injury. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  FEASEE  &  CO. 
Hon.  (j.  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Mr.  Heyliger  to  Mr.  Baiidolpli. 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  June  28,  1862. 
Sir  :  My  last  dispatch  was  under  date  of  the  2d  ultimo,  on  the  eve  of 
my  departure  for  Bermuda,  whence  I  have  but  just  returned,  having  been 
detained  much  longer  than  I  expected. 
I  succeeded,  however,  in  the  object  of  my  voyage,  which  was  toextri- 


88  GREAT    BRITAIN    THE    ARSENAL,    THE    NAVY   YARD, 

cate  the  steamer  Herald  from  the  embarrassing  predicament  she  liad 
been  placed  in  by  the  rascally  conduct  of  her  captain,  but  this  could  not 
be  accomplished  without  much  trouble  and  delay.  After  dispatching 
her  to  Nassavi,  I  came  on  in  the  steamer  Leopard,  another  fast  paddle 
boat,  intended  for  the  service  between  here  and  Charleston.  She  is  to 
leave  about  the  18th  proximo,  wben  tide  and  moon  will  suit. 

On  my  return,  Captain  John  K.  Maffltt,  Confederate  States  navy, 
handed  me  your  dispatch  of  the  11th  April,  in  which  you  confer  on  him 
full  authority  to  take  the  entire  control  of  all  vessels  laden  with  arms 
■  and  munitions  of  war  for  the  Confederate  States  which  he  may  meet 
with  on  his  present  voyage,  taking  the  requisite  steps  for  getting  their 
cargoes  safely  into  the  confederacy,  and  instructing  me  to  act  in  concert 
with  him  in  all  matters  touching  his  commission. 

During  my  absence  you  have  been  advised  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Lafltte  of  the 
various  shipments  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  for  your  department, 
some  of  which,  I  regret  to  say,  have  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands,  includ- 
ing those  by  the  Ella  Warley,  the  Elizabeth,  and  the  IS'assau ;  w  hile 
the  shipment  per  Cecile  was  lost  by  the  wreck  of  the  vessel. 

A  portion  of  the  latter  was  saved  and  sold  at  auction  yesterday,  and 
on  conferring  with.  Mr.  Lafltte,  we  thought  it  best  to  purchase  the  larger 
part,  although  damaged,  as  the  prices  were  sufficiently  low  to  make  it 
an  object. 

The  small-arms  and  accouterments  can  readily  be  made  serviceable, 
while  the  cannon  are  in  good  order,  and  the  carriages,  harness,  &c., 
mostly  in  a  condition  to  be  rendered  available.  Besides  these,  some 
mjistard  and  medicine  was  bought,  the  whole  of  which  Mr.  Lafltte  intends 
shipping  by  a  schooner,  this  mode  of  conveyance  being  justifled  by  the 
low  prices  at  which  the  various  articles  were  bought.  We  paid  forthe 
six  cannon  $125  each,  for  the  small-arms  $1  50  to  $3  each,  accouter- 
ments $1 50  to  $3  25  per  box,  &c.  If  you  should  desire  to  take  this- 
shipment  for  account  of  the  war  department,  please  advise  Messrs.  John 
Eraser  &  Co.  on  receipt  of  this.  Otherwise  the  venture  will  go  forward 
at  Mr.  Lafltte's  risk. 

A  Mr.  Hart,  who  acts  here  for  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.,  of  London, 
lias  applied  to  me  to  know  whether  the  government  would  feel  disposed 
to  purchase  certain  shii^ments  by  the  steamer  Columbia,  now  daily 
expected,  and  the  steamer  Sylph,  due  in  about  three  weeks.  The  former 
lias  two  batteries  of  eight  guns  each  complete,  and  the  latter  a  similar 
cargo.  It  appears  that  these  guns  are  from  the  Vienna  arsenal,  and 
were  approved  of  by  Captain  Huse.  The  London  parties  made  a  contract 
to  deliver  them  into  the  confederacy  at  a  certain  price,  but  are  now 
apprehensive  of  the  danger  of  running  the  blockade,  and  would  sell 
them  here  at  a  proportionately  low  flgure.  You  may  well  imagine  I  did 
not  hold  out  the  slightest  encouragement  that  a  proposition,  which, 
strips  their  agreement  of  almost  every  risk,  would  be  entertained,  but, 
at  the  solicitation  of  Mr.  Hart,  I  submit  the  matter  to  your  consideration. 

The  Oreto  still  remains  under  seizure,  but  the  proceedings  instituted 
for  her  release  are  now  complete,  and  will  be  pushed  forward  vigorously. 
Our  complaint  was  flled  in  court  this  morning,  and  the  libel  may  be  put 
in  to-day  or  on  the  30th.  On  the  1st  July  our  counsel  will  argue  on  the 
law  points,  and  his  opinion  is  that  the  case  will  be  thrown  out  before 
going  to  trial.  There  is  no  doubt  that  we  shall  gain  the  case,  but  bints 
have  been  thrown  out  that  the  captain  of  the  Greyhound  will  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  admiralty  court  in  England.  This  would  result 
in  serious  delay,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  he  will  hesitate  to  involve 
himself  in  a  proceeding  which,  if  adversely  decided,  must  entail  on  him 
most  serious  injury,  both  professional  and  pecuniary. 
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The  Thomas  L.  TVragg,  which  sailed  hence  on  the  20th,  was  com- 
pelled to  return  yesterday  to  Turtle  Cay,  about  forty-six  miles  from  here, 
short  of  coal.  She  was  discovered  making  for  Charleston  Harbor,  and 
chased  back  by  three  steamers  for  twenty-four  hours.  The  requisite 
coal  will  be  dispatched  this  afternoon,  and  she  will  try  it  again  on  the 
1st  of  July,  I  hope  with  better  success. 

I  have  transmitted  by  this  opportunity  to  the  state  department 
copies  of  three  communications  from  Lord  Lyons  to  the  governor  of 
these  islands,  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Bermuda  and 
Ella  Warley. 

1  have  shipped  by  the  steamer  Herald  the  following  goods  ex  Melita : 

40  cases  rifles,  bayonets,  molds,  and  nipples. 
9  cases  knapsacks  and  accouterments. 
33  cases  knapsacks  with  mess-tins. 

A.  c.\      1  case  accouterments  and  waist-belts. 

C.  L.       6  cases  cavalry  saddlery,  combs,  sponges,  &c. 
A.  L.       6  cases  horse  artillery  harness,  and  do. 

n.dN  606  kegs  powder,  (for  the  navy  department.) 


B.  F.  F.  62  cases  and  1  bale  printing  materials,  (for  the  treasury  de- 
partment.) 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

L.  HEYLIGEE. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond. 


See  memorial  of  Liverpool  ship-owners  asking  amendment  to  the 
foreign  enlistment  act,  and  reply  of  Earl  Eussell,  June,  1863.  (Yol.  I, 
p.  601.) 


Colonel  Oorgas  to  Mr.  Randolph. 

Ordnance  Office,  July  12, 1862. 
Sir  :  Major  Huse,  writing  under  date  of  June  7,  requires  funds  to  fill 
the  following  contracts : 

For  30,000  rifles,  to.be  delivered  at  Nassau £75, 000 

For  batteries  and  purchase  of  steamer  Columbia 60, 000 

For  45,000  rifles  in  Vienna 100, 000 

For  other  purposes 20, 000 

Total • 255,-000 
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I  request  that  he  be  furnished  with  the  sum  as  soon  as  practicable. 
I  suggest  that  these  contracts,  with  the  supplies  now  on  the  way,  will  be 
a  sufficient  equipment  for  our  troops,  and  propose  to  direct  him  to  make 
no  purchases  of  arms  beyond  those  already  made  and  contracted  for. 

Other  purchases  of  minor  importance  will  still  be  needed,  but  involv- 
ing no  great  outlay. 

I  haA^e  already  instructed  him  that  artillery  is  of  secondary  import- 
ance, unless  of  special  character. 

I  cannot  too  urgently  represent  the  importance  of  supplying  means  of 
payment  available  either  in  London  or  Nassau. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  'War. 


J.  GORGAS, 

Chief  of  Ordnance. 


(Indorsement.) — Eespectfully  referred  to  the  secretary  of  thetreasury, 
with  the  request  that  these  funds  be  provided  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible, as  thelarge  portion  of  the  money  was  advanced  for  us  by  S.  Campbell 
&  Co.,  of  London,  and  we  are  anxious  to  refund  to  them.  The  return  of 
this  letter  is  requested. 

G.  W.  E. 


ilYr.  Mallory  to  Commander  Fortli,  Confederate  States  of  America,  Rich- 
mond, July  12,  1862.     (See  Vol.  J,  p.  614.) 

In  this  letter  Mr.  Mallory  orders  Commander  North  to  return  to  the 
Confederate  States,  and  reproves  him  for  having  failed  "  to  follow  the 
Oreto,  which  left  England  about  the  21st  of  ]March,  and  to  take  com- 
mand of  her  as  was  contemplated  and  as  you  were  apprised  by  Captain 
Bullock,"  This  letter  was  communicated  to  Mr.  Adams  on  September 
13, 1862.  (See  Yol.  I,  p.  .543.)  It  was  communicated  to  Earl  Eussell 
on  October  9,  1862.     (See  Vol.  I,  p.  613.) 


2Ir.  Heyliger  to  Mr.  Eandolph. 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  Jioly  19, 1862. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  a  word  to  say  in  regard  to  Mr.  Hart  and  Mr.  Isaac, 
who  represent  the  interests  here  of  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.,  of  Lou- 
don. They  have  shown  a  disposition  to  presume  on  the  alleged  ser- 
vices they  have  rendered  to  government — services  for  which,  I  suppose, 
they  have  been  most  amply  remunerated.  Mr.  Hart — for  I  have  had  no 
intercourse  with  Mr.  Isaac — is  a  resident  of  New  York,  and,  as  the  uncle 
of  the  latter,  came  out  here  to  superintend  the  business  transaction  of  the 
London  firm.  He  has  been  sufficiently  adroit  not  to  address  himself 
directly  to  me  as  regards  ijis  supposed  grievances,  but  I  do  know  that 
Isaac  has  openly  boasted  that  the  government  owe  everything  to  his 
house,  and  that  his  reason  for  coming  to  Nassau  was  to  take  the  busi- 
ness of  running  the  blockade  into  his  hands,  and  monopolize  it  to  the 
exclusion  of  John  Eraser  &  Co.,  who,  as  he  alleges,  have  not  done  one- 
half  for  the  government  which  his  concern  has  accomijlished.     Of  course 


AND  THE  TREASURY  OP  THE  INSURGENTS.         91 

you  will  estimate  this  braggadocio  at  its  proper  valne,  but  I  have  cited 
it  to  show  the  animus  by  which  he  is  gnided. 

The  steamer  Columbia  arrived  a  few  days  since  with  a  cargo  consist- 
ing of  two  batteries  of  cannon  complete.  You  will  remember  this  is  the 
boat  1  alluded  to  in  my  communication  of  the  28th  ultimo.  Unwilling  to 
incur  much  risk,  Mr.  Hart  has  decided  to  unload  a  portion  of  the  cargo, 
and  fill  up  the  steamer  with  outside  freight.  He  applied  to  Adderly  & 
Co.  for  some  of  the  government  freight,  which,  adhering  to  the  plan  of 
incurring  no  risk,  he  was  willing  to  take  at  £40  per  ton,  payment  to 
be  made  here,  or  its  equivalent,  by  satisfactory  guarantee,  equal  to 
about  $370  at  home,  payable  in  advance.  This  in  itself  was  conclusive 
as  to  my  decision,  but  I  told  Adderly  to  say  to  Hart  that,  if  he  would 
take  something  on  the  terms  I  have  hitherto  shipped,  say  from  $265  to 
$360  per  ton,  payable  in  our  currency  and  on  the  landing  of  the  goods, 
I  might  consent  to  ship  a  portion  hereafter.  Adderly  advised  Hart  to 
address  himself  to  me  personally,  but  he  replied  that  he  only  wished  to 
deal  with  Adderly  direct.  Mr.  Hart  seemed  little  disposed  to  entertain 
this  proposition,  and  muttered  something  about  representing  the  matter 
in  its  proper  light  to  Captain  Huse  and  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell. 

To  Adderly  I  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  John  Fraser  &  Co. 
were  the  staunch  friends  of  government,  and  that,  so  far  as  I  was  con- 
cerned, I  should  always  give  them  the  preference  on  equal  terms.  I 
feel  convinced,  moreover,  that  you  will  bear  me  out  in  this  decision, 
aware,  as  I  am,  of  the  eminent  services  the  house  has  rendered,  and  of 
the  high  sense  of  patriotism  by  which  all  their  transactions  with  gov- 
ernment have  been  influenced. 

I  dislike  to  intrude  aught  personal  to'  myself,  but  1  do  trust  you 
will  receive  the  assurance  iu  the  spirit  it  is  conveyed,  that  a  sense  of 
duty  alone  actuates  me  in  the  course  I  have  pursued  here  as  agent  of 
the  government,  that  no  inducement  can  swerve  me  to  depart  from  the 
rule  I  have  laid  down,  to  deal  only  with  the  real  friends  of  our  cause, 
and  that,  as  far  as  my  interest  is  concerned,  it  is  simply  identical  with 
that  I  have  been  called  upon  to  watch  over.  My  intercourse  with  Mr. 
Lafltte,  the  agent  of  Fraser  &  Co.,  has  been  of  the  most  satisfactory 
character.  He  has  never  failed  to  respond  to  any  request  I  have  made 
on  behalf  of  the  government,  and- 1  consider  it  fortunate,  indeed,  that  a 
gentleman  of  such  sterling  worth  has  been  here,  to  whom,  on  all 
occasions,  I  could  freely  apply  for  advice  and  assistance. 

I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  make  these  statements  to.  you.  The  threats 
of  outside  parties  who  vaunt  their  attachment  to  government,  because, 
forsooth,  it  is  their  interest  so  to  do,  cannot  affect  me.  I  look  solely  to 
you  and  the  government  for  approval  of  my  course. 

It  may  hereafter  be  a  matter  for  consideration,  how  far  the  boasted 
services  of  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  have  been  offset  by  the  prices  they 
have  charged  the  government  for  their  supplies. 

I  am,  very  resi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  HEYLIGEE. 

Hon.  G.  W.  Eawdolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  Riohnond. 


Mr.  Reyliger  to  Mr.  Randolph. 

]SrASSAU,  N.  P.,  July  26,  1862. 
Dear  Sir  :  Herewith  I  transmit  duplicate  of  my  respects  of  the  19th 
instant.    Mr.  Hart  informed  me  this  morning  that  he  intended  to  take 
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in  the  Columbia  100  tons  of  the  government  freight  ex  Melita.  1  re- 
plied that  if  the  battery  on  board  was  really  government  property  I 
did  not  care  to  increase  my  risk  in  that  vessel.  He  simply  said  that 
he  must  have  it ;  that  he  knew  what  he  was  about,  and  that  he  would 
control  it.  I  then  told  him  that  I  could  not  be  coerced  into  a  course  of 
action  at  variance  with  what  I  conceived  to  be  my  duty,  nor  would.  I 
permit  him  to  dictate  to  me  as  the  government  agent.  That  if  he  pos- 
sessed any  authority  to  control  my  acts  it  was  unknown  to  me.  He  was 
positively  rude,  and  I  felt  compelled  to  resent  his  behavior. 

Excuse  me  for  troubling  you  with  this  matter,  but  I  have  thought  it 
best  to  acquaint  you  with  his  proceedings. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  HEYLIGER. 

Hon.  G.  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond.. 


Mr.  Heyliger  to  Mr.  Randolph. 

[Extract.] 

Nassau,  N,  P.,  July  26, 1862. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  you  will  iind  duplicate  of  my  last  communication  of 
the  19th  instant,  per  Hero. 

The  steamer  Herald  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  the  steamer  Kate 
to-day,  but  brought  me  no  letters. 

In  relation  to  the  steamer  Columbia,  of  which  I  wrote  you  on  the  28th 
ultimo,  Mr.'T.  F.  Smith,  another  agent  of  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.,  and 
of  Mr.  T.  Stirling  Begley,  the  owner  of  the  vessel,  has  informed  me  that 
by  the  last  mail  he  received  intelligence  that  the  entire  cargo  was  the 
property  of  the  Confederate  States  government.  He  read  to  me  an 
extract  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Begley  under  date  of  July  1,  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect:  "You  will  at  once  deliver  the  cargo  of  the  Columbia  to  any 
known  representative  of  the  confederate  government,  taking  a  receipt 
for  the  same,  so  that  I  shall  obtain  payment  here,  as  there  may  be  no 
funds  in  l^assau  to  pay  for  the  same." 

The  Columbia  has  unloaded  about  one-half  of  her  cargo,  and  the  por- 
tion remaining  on  board  consists  of  the  following  :  One  battery  of  eight 
.guns,  caissons,  limbers,  «&;c. ;  two  mountain  howitzers,  with  saddle  and 
harness  complete;  one  forge  complete ;  one  reserve  wagon  and  harness 
complete ;  2,500  shells  and  fuses. 

Mr.  Smith  stated  that  his  object  was  to  obtain  piy  approval  of  the 
shipment  of  the  above,  per  Columbia,  to  the  Confederate  States.  I  re- 
plied that  the  extract  from  the  letter  above  cited  was  not  conclusive 
evidence  to  my  mind  of  ownership,  though  it  would  certainly  bear  that 
interpretation.  But  that  if  it  was  the  property  of  government,  I  had 
no  hesitation  in  letting  it  go  forward,  the  rate  of  freight  to  be  fixed  at 
home.  He  asked  for  a  receipt  for  the  remainder  of  the  cargo,  which  I 
agreed  to  give,  but  in  such  a  shape  as  not  to  commit  the  government 
to  the  ownership  of  the  same.  I  presume  that  ere  the  receipt  of  this, 
you  will  have  been  apprised  of  tlie  change,  if  it  has  really  taken  place. 
I  have  no  other  information  on  the  subject. 

By  the  Herald  and  Kate,  I  shall  send  further  supplies  of  arms  and 
munitions,  but  will  reserve  the  cannon  until  I  hear  from  j^ou. 

Messrs.  John  Eraser  &  Co.  write  that  the  supply  of  field  artillery  is 
fully  adequate. 
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The  testimony  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto  has  been  concluded,  and  I  am 
unable  to  discover  a  particle  of  evidence  that  can  condemn  her. 

The  argument  of  counsel  Avill  take  place  on  the  30th,  so  that  by  the 
1st  proximo  we  shall  have  tlie  decision.    It  will  be  favorable. 

The  steamer  Scotia,  a  private  venture,  will  leave  in  a  day  or  two  with 
a  cargo  of  1,600  Enfield  riiies,  600  barrels  of  powder,  of  whicli  about 
600  cannon,  250,000  cartridges,  and  250,000  percussion  caps.  The  rifles 
have  been  inspected  by  our  viewers. 

The  Leopard  will  sail  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  Minho  on  the 
following  day. 

The  steamer  Ladona,  from  England  via  Bermuda,  arrived  this  evening. 
I  have  not  yet  heard  what  cargo  she  has. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  HBYLIGEE. 

Hon.  Gr.  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  Riclimond. 


2Ir.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

GONFEDEKATE  STATES  OP  AmEEICA, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  July  29,  1862. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  on  the  subject  of  exchange  has 
been  received,  and  I  bave  the  •  honor  to  request  that  you  will  purchase 
for  this  department  exchange  to  the  amount  of  $2,068,990  88,  if  possible. 
The  present  rates  of  exchange  are  very  high,  but  as  it  is  the  only 
means  by  which  the  department  can  meet  its  engagements  in  Europe, 
I  am  constrained  to  authorize  the  purchase  at  those  rates. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  C.  G.  Memmingee, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

(Indoesement.) — Eeply,  that  purchases  will  be  made  as  requested, 
but  that  the  amounts  offered  in  market  are  wholly  inadequate  to  meet 
the  requisitions  either  of  himself  or  of  the  War  Department. 


Major  Suse  to  Colonel  Oorgas. 

LiVEEPOOL,  August  4, 1862. 
SiE :  The  port  of  Nassau  has  become  so  dangerous,  even  as  a  port  of 
destination  for  arms,  in  British  ships,  that  I  have  thought  it  prudent 
not  to  order  anything  more  to  that  port,  for  the  present  at  least.  I  have 
accordingly  ordered  the  Harriet  Pinckney,  with  arms,  artillery,  and  car- 
tridges on  board,  to  Bermuda.  There  being  no  government  agent  at 
Bermuda  to  my  knowledge,  I  have  thought  proper  to  appoint  one,  and 
have  selected  Mr.  S.  G.  Porter — a  gentleman  highly  recommended  to  me 
by  Commander  J.  D.  Bullock,  Confederate  States .  navy.  Mr.  Porter  is 
a  practical  ship-master,  and  in,  every  way  competent  to  command  a  ship 
running  the  blockade, with  supplies,  should  the  government  need  his 
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services.  I  have  made  no  arrangement  with  Mr.  Porter  as  to  compen- 
sation, but  have  thought  proper  to  leave  that  matter  entirely  to  the  gov- 
ernment 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

CALEB  HUSB. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  GoeGtAS, 

Confederate  States  Army. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

ISTo.  64.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  August  8,  1862, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  applications  for  licenses  to 
vessels  to  enter  the  ports  opened  by  the  President's  proclamation  of  19th 
April,  1862,  are  frequently  made  to  me;  most  of  which  I  have  refused 
to  grant  for  this  reason,  viz:  The  universal  sympathy  of  the  Nassau 
merchants  with  the  rebels,  and  the  naturally  suspicious  character  of  the 
vessels  consigned  to  them. 

I  know  but  one  house  here,  that  of  T.  Darling  &  Co.,  which  can  be 
caQ.ed  friendly  to  the  Union  cause.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  wish 
to  know  if  my  action  meets  the  approval  of  the  Department. 

A  vessel  obtaining  a  consular  license  for  Beaufort,  N"orth  Carolina, 
might,  notwithstanding  the  oath  of  her  captain,  bring  the  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  finding  -the  coast  clear  of 
blockading  vessels,  easily  effect  an  entrance  there. 

Nassau  has  done  more  to  aid  and  prolong  the  foul  rebellion  which  has 
convulsed  our  land  than  any  two,  ay,  three  of  the  rebel  States,  and 
any  restrictions  upon  its  commerce  will  be  well  deserved. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabb, 

Secretary  of  State.  < 


Mr.  Randolph  to  Lieutenant  Wilkinson. 

Confederate  States  Army, 
War  Department,  Richmond,  August  12,  1862. 

giR :  It  has  been  determined  by  the  secretaries  of  the  treasury  and 
of 'War  to  purchase  in  Great  Britain  a  small  steamer  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  in  a  cargo,  and  at  their  request  you  have  been  detailed  by  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  to  make  the  purchase  and  to  bring  the  vesssel  in. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Picklin,  who  will  accompany  you,  has  had  his  attention 
called  to  a  vessel  of  five  hundred  tons,  said  to  be  suitable  for  our  pur- 
poses, and  in  consideration  of  his  assistance  in  the  enterprise  we  have 
agreed  to  let  him  have  the  steamer  at  cost  upon  her  arrival  in  a  confed- 
erate port.  The  cost  of  the  steamer  is  expected  to  be  £30,000,  and  pos- 
sibly it  may  require  £5,000  to  bring  her  over.  You  will,  therefore,  be 
furnished  with  £35,000  sterling  in  exchange.  You  must  consult  your 
own  judgment  about  the  port  into  which  you  will  bring  the  steamer. 

The  treasury  department  will  give  you  instructions  about  the  portion  of 
the  cargo  allotted  to  that  department,  and  the  quartermaster  general, 
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the  chief  of  ordnance,  and  the  surgeon  general  will  give  you  orders 
for  what  they  wish. 

It  is  expected  that  the  steamer  will  have  capacity  for  at  least  two 
hundred  tons  of  cargo,  of  which  about  fifty  will  be  allotted  to  the  treas- 
ury and  the  rest  to  the  war  department. 

The  funds  to  make  purchases  will  be  supplied  to  you  in  e;schange  on 
England,  and  so  soon  as  you  receive  the  money  and  the  instructions 
for  making  purchases,  you  will  proceed  to  your  destination  without 
delay. 

Time  is  important,  but  your  first  object  will  be  the  safety  of  the 
vessel  and  cargo. 

Yery  respectfully, 

GEO.  W,  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Lieutenant  John  Wilkinson, 

Confederate  States  Ifavy. 


Mr.  Heyliger  to  Mr.  Randolph. 

Kassatj,  E.  p.,  Augiist  15,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  My  last  communication  was  of  the  1st  instant,  in  original 
and  duplicate,  per  steamers  Columbia  and  Kate. 

I  regret  that,  accidentally,  I  have  been  shut  out  of  my  intended  ship- 
ment by  the  Herald.  Eoom  was  reserved  for  400  barrels  gunpowder 
and  100  cases  rifles,  but  after  taking  in  the  amount  allotted  for  private 
cargo,  the  captain  declined  to  receive  any  more,  deeming  it  imprudent 
to  put  her  too  low  down.  It  seems  also  that  she  has  much  more  coal 
than  on  her  last  trip.  At  all  events  her  carrying  capacity  has  disap- 
pointed me  greatly. 

The  Herald  has  on  board  fifteen  cases  of  rifles  belonging  to  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  and  some  twenty  cases  of  the  cleared  guns  ex  CecUe. 

The  Scotia,  a  private  venture,  will  leave  on  the  18th  with  800  barrels 
powder  and  1,600  rifles,  besides  cartridges  and  percussion  caps. 

Mr.  N.  S.  Eeneau  arrived  here  two  days  since  from  Bermuda,  and 
represents  that  he  left  the  steamer  Phebe  there,  discharging  90  tons  of 
gunpowder  and  a  quantity  of  rifled  cannon,  intended  for  government. 

The  Merrimac,  a  very  fast  boat,  is  shortly  expected  at  Bermuda,  and 
she  is  to  run  from  there  into  a  confederate  port  with  the  Phebe's  ship- 
ment and  her  own  cargo.  The  Phebe  has  12,000  rifles,  belonging,  as  I 
understand,  to  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.,  and  she  may  be  expected  here 
with  these  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Eeneau  will  leave  by  the  Scotia,  and  on  arrival  proceed  imme- 
diately to  Eichmond. 

I  have  forwarded  to  the  secretary  of  state  copies  of  an  interesting 
correspondence  between  Captain  Watson,  of  Her  Majesty's  steamer 
Petrel,  and  the  authorities  at  Key  West,  relative  to  the  capture  of  the 
steamer  Adela. 

Inclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  the  decree  of  the  vice-admiralty 
court  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto.* 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  HEYLIGEE. 

Hon.  G.  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  Eichmond. 

*  For  inclosure  see  Vol.  f  ,  p.  509. 
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Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Davis. 

Confederate  States  op  Amerioa, 

liavy  Department,  Richmond,  August  21,  1862. 
Sir  :  Since  transmitting  the  estimate  of  this  department  for  the 
amounts  required  to  the  1st  of  January,  1863,  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  on  the  11th  of  July  last,  as  required  by  the  act  of  congres 
approved  April  9,  1862,  a  contract  has  been  made  for  the  construction 
abroad  and  delivery  of  six  iron-clad  steam  vessels  of  war,  upon  plans 
and  specifications  prepared  by  this  department,  which,  with  the  out- 
fits to  be  furnished,  together  with  six  complete  extra  engines  and 
boilers,  are  estimated  to  cost  about  $3,500,000,  and  to  be  paid  in  bonds 
of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  submit  herewith  estimates  of  the  amount  required  to  meet  this 
contract,  and  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  transmjt  them  to 
congress. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOET, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
The  President. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Estimate  of  the  amount  required  to  meet  a  contract  for  six  iron-clad  vessels 
of  ivar  and  six  steam-engines,  boilers,  &c.,  complete,  to  ie  constructed 
abroad. 

For  the  construction  of  six  iron-clad  vessels  of  war  and  six 

steam-engines,  boilers,  &c.,  complete,  abroad $3, 500, 000 

Three  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

S.  E.  MALLOET, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Navy  Department,  August  21, 1862. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Estimate  of  the  amount  required  to  send  an  agent  abroad  to  purchase  ves- 
sels and  arms,  per  act  approved  May  10,  1861. 

For  the  purchase  of  six  steam-propellers,  with  armament, 
small-arms,  ordnance  stores,  and  other  munitions  of  war, 

per  act  approved  May  10,  1861 $1,  000, 000 

One  million  of  dollars. 

S.  E.  MALLOET, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Navy  Department,  May  20,  1861. 

Approved : 

JEFFEESON  DAVIS. 


AND    THE   TREASURY    OF   THE    INSURGENTS.  97 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Estimate  of  the  amount  required  for  thepureliase  or  construction  of  one  or 
two  war-steamers  in  England  or  France,  fully  armed  and  equipped,  per 
act  approved  3Iay  10,  1861. 

For  the  purchase  or  constructioa  of  one  or  two  war-steam- 
ers of  the  most  modern  and  improved  description,  fully 

armed  and  equipped $2,  000,  000 

Two  million  dollars. 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Xavy  Department,  May  20, 1861. 


Approved ; 


JEFFEESOIf  DAVIS. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

i:s"o.  69.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N  P.,  August  22,  1862. 

Sir;  I  question  if  any  other  consular  officer  has  had  difficulties  to  en- 
counter at  all  equal  to  those  which  have  surrounded  me,  at  this  post,  during 
the  whole  of  the  past  year.  Surrounded  by  a  community  whose  seces- 
sion sympathies  are  but  too  weU  known,  and  an  influx  of  the  most  rabid 
rebels  from  the  Southern  States,  it  is  not  surprising  that  I  should  be 
assailed  in  every  possible  point. 

I  have  labored  night  and  day  often  since  I  have  been  here,  to  defeat 
the  schemes  of  the  secessionists  here ;  I  have  spared  neither  labor  nor 
private  expense  to  send  the  fullest  and  earliest  information  of  their 
plans  and  operations  to  our  naval  commanders  in  the  Gulf. 

Myself  and  wife  have  been  socially  almost  isolated  on  account  of  our 
Union  sentiments,  and  scarce  a  day  iiasses  here  without  our  receiving 
some  insult  from  the  southern  visitors.  "There  goes  Abe  Lincoln's 
spy,"  has  been  hooted  out  as  we  drove  along  the  public  thoroughfare, 
frequently ;  while  a  night  promenade  is  attended  with  jjersonal  risk,  I 
am  perfectly  convinced. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  77.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.  September  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  of  the  arrival  off  this  port,  on 
the  14th  instant,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Dacotah,  J.  P.  McKinstry 
commanding.  Captain  McKinstry  at  once  advised  me  that  he  was  in 
urgent  need  of  coal,  and  his  anchor  was  scarcely  down  when  I  received 
a  dispatch  from  the  colonial  secretary,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose. 

7     A     C. -VT 
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I  had  just  closed  a  dispatch  to  his  excellency  Governor  Bay  ley,  in- 
forming him  of  the  arrival  of  the  Dacotah  and  her  need  of  fuel,  to 
which  the  governor  made  reply  ;  a  copy  of  which  I  also  inclose. 

According  to  his  promise,  on  Monday,  September  15th,  the  governor 
addressed  a  dispatch  to  me,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose. 

This  last  dispatch  was  promptly  sent  to  Captain  McKinstry,  who  felt 
much  aggrieved  at  the  unusual  restrictions  placed  upon  his  coaling  here^ 
but  the  emergency  of  the  case  induced,  or  rather  compelled  him,  to  make 
the  assurance  demanded,  viz,  "  That  at  no  time  within  ten  days  from 
his  leaving  this  port  would  he  cruise  within  five  miles  of  any  of  the 
islands  of  the  Bahama  government." 

I  also  entered  a  courteous  protest  against  this  restriction,  which  I 
consider  most  unwarrantable  and  unfriendly. 

The  crown  officer,  Attorney  General  Anderson,  the  governor's  legal 
adviser,  may  be  thanked  for  this  act  of  discourtesy  to  the  national  ves- 
sel of  a  friendly  Government.  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  bitter  foe  to  the 
North,  a  violent  denouncer  of  our  flag  and  institutions,  both  publicly 
and  in  private. 

Captain  McKinstry  went  alongside  of  the  American  bark  Courant,, 
which  had  just  arrived  from  Cardiff,  Wales,  with  coal  to  the  commis- 
sary, and  took  on  board  twenty  tons  of  coal ;  barely  sufficient  to  run 
him  to  Key  West,  for  which  port  he  sailed  at  noon  to-day. 

I  leave  you  to  draw  your  own  conclusions  of  these  official  acts  of  the 
colonial  government,  and  to  imagine,  if  you  can,  the  disagreeables  that 
surround  me  at  this  post. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

(A  similar  dispatch  sent  to  Secretary  of  Navy.) 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Whiting  to  Governor  Bayley. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  September  14,  18-62. 

SiK  :  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  your  excellency  of  the  arrival  off  this 

,  port  this  morning  of  the  United  States' steamer  Dacotah,  Captain  J.  P. 

McKinstry,  commanding.    The  Dacotah  is  short  of  coal,  and  I  have  to 

request  your  excellency's  permission  for  her  to  remain  at  anchor  off 

Hog  Island,  or  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  long  enough  to  take  on  board 

the  amount  of  fuel  necessary  to  the  prosecution  of  her  legitimate  voyage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

SAML.  WHITING. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Bayley,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Mr.  Nesbitt  to  21r.  Whiting, 

Nassau,  iV.  P.,  September  14, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
of  a  United  States  man-of-war  having  anchored  in  the  roadstead  here, 
without  having  obtained  or  asked  his  excellency's  permission,  contrary 
to  the  tenor  of  the  Queen's  proclamation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  NESBITT, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
Saml.  Whiting, 

United  States  Consul. 


[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Governor  Bayley  to  Mr.  Whiting. 

Government  House, 

Sunday,  September  14,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  official  intimation  of  the  arrival 
of  the  United  States  Steamer  Dacotah. 

I  will  direct  an  official  reply  to  be  sent  to  you  to-morrow ;  in  the 
mean  time  I  must  decline  saying  anything  in  the  way  of  permitting  her 
to  coal  in  this  port.  On  this  point  my  desires  will  be  communicated  to 
you  to-morrow  morning. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  BATLEY. 
S.  Whiting,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Nesbitt  to  Mr.  Whiting. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  September  15, 1862. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  I  am  directed  by  his 
excellency  to  say  that  he  is  quite  willing  to  accord  the  hospitalities  of 
the  harbor  to  the  Dacotah ;  but  if  she  has  malignant  fever  on  board  his 
excellency  requests  she  may  proceed  to  Salt  Oay,  three  miles  off. 

With  regard  to  allowing  her  to  coal,  his  excellency  will  willingly  grant 
this  after  receiving  the  written  assurance  of  the  captain  that  at  no  time, 
within  ten  days  after  leaving  the  port,  wiU  she  be  cruising  within  a  dis- 
tance of  five  miles  from  any  of  the  islands  of  the  Bahama  government. 
But,  without  this  assurance,  the  permission  will  not  be  given. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  NESBITT, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
Saml.  Whiting,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul. 
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Mr.  Whiting  to  Governor  Bayley. 

United  States  Consulate, 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  September  15,  1862. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's 
dispatch  of  this  date,  a  copy  of  which  was  promptly  sent  to  Captain 
McKinstry,  and  I  inclose  his  reply. 

The  Dacotah  is  in  urgent  need  of  fuel,  and,  in  his  emergency.  Captain 
McKinstry  has  been  forced  to  give  the  assurance  your  excellency  has 
seen  fit  to  require. 

I  am  authorized  to  state  that  perfect  health  prevails  on  board  the 
Dacotah,  and  that  her  commander  wishes  to  coal  from  the  ship  Esther. 
He  requires  about  sixty  tons  of  fuel  to  enable  him  to  reach  a  friendly 
port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

SAML.  WHITING, 
United  States  Consul. 
Governor  Bayley. 


Captain  McKinstry  to  Mr.  Whiting. 

United  States  Steamer  Dacotah 


Off  Nassau,  September  15,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  letter,  with  the  colonial  secretary's  inclosed,  has  this 
moment  been  received. 

You  will  please  say  to  the  authorities  that  the  assurance  required  is 
so  unusual  for  the  purpose  of  coaling,  that  it  would  not  be  complied 
with  were  it  not  for  the  want  of  coal. 
Very  respectfullv,  &c.,  &c., 

J.  P.  McKIKSTRY, 
Captain  United  States  Steamer  Dacotah. 
Saml.  Whiting,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Robeson  to  Mr.  Davis 
[Extract.] 

JSTavy  Department, 

Washington,  August  15,  1871. 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  whether  "  the  United  States  steamer 
Dacotah  could  be  navigated  without  the  use  of  steam,"  and  your  request 
to  be  informed  as  to  "  the  propelling  power  of  that  vessel,"  I  would  state 
that  her  sail-power  was  merely  nominal,  and  that  she  could  hardly  have 
been  navigated  under  sail  alone,  except  under  very  favorable  circum- 
stances. As  a  cruising  vessel  she  required  steam-power  all  the  time. 
Very  respectfully,  «&c., 

GEO.  M.  EOBBSON, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  J.  C.  B.  Davis, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Davis. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 
Xavy  Department,  Richmond,  September  22,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  deem  it  highly  judicious  to  call  for  au  additional  appropriation 
for  the  construction   and  equipment  of  irou-clad  and  other  vessels 
abroad. 

The  expense  of  placing  money  abroad  has  exceeded  all  anticipations, 
and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  informs  me  that  exchange,  except  in 
small  sums,  is  exhausted.  We  must,  I  presume,  look  to  the  sales  of  our 
bonds  for  relief 

Public  sentiment  abroad  has  been  steadily  advancing  in  favor  of  our 
cause,  as  our  operations  there  indicate. 

I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  approval  the  annexed 
estimate. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
The  President. 


[Inclosure] 

Estimate  of  the  amount  required  to  purchase  arms,  man  and  equip  abroad 
vessels  to  be  either  used  in  coast  defense,  or  in  cruising  against  the  enemy\s 
commerce. 

Forthe  purchase,  arming,  manning,  and  equipping  abroad 
of  vessels  to  be  used  either  in  coast  defense,  or  in  cruis- 
ing against  the  enemy's  commerce $4, 4000,  000 

Four  million  dollars. 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Kavy  Depaetinient,  September  22, 1862. 


[luolosure."! 
Contract,  August  7, 1862. 

1.  Six  vessels  to  be  delivered  within  nine  months  after  his  arrival  in 
Europe— two  after  each  drawing. 

2.  Arms,  &c.,  &c.,  to  be  on  board  as  he  may  direct. 

3.  Each  vessel  is  to  bring  over  a  duplicate  of  her  engines  and  boilers 
complete — all  to  be  delivered  in  a  confederate  port,  under  our  control. 

4.  Pay  £49  per  ton,  or  £98  per  ton,  in  confederate  bonds,  in  London ; 
our  constructor  to  make  the  measurement. 

5.  The  guns,  ordnance  stores,  duplicate  engines,  &e.,  not  included, 
but  to  be  paid  for  separately,  in  bonds,  with  5  per  cent,  added  for  com- 
missions. 

6.  Payments  to  be  made,  one-third  when  the  A^essel  is  launched  ;  one- 
third  when  completed  and  has  sailed  for  our  port ;  one-third  on  her 
arrival  and  delivery. 
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7.  Insurance  to  be  paid  by  us  in  bonds  in  London.  Fire  and  sea  risk 
and  blockade. 

H.  B. — What  interest?  Will  three  and  a  half  millions  be  enough  ? 
What  will  the  guns,  ordnance  stores,  engines,  &c.,  &c.,  cost '? 


For  further  correspondence  in  reference  to  the  six  vessels  above  men- 
tioned see  intercepted  correspondence  (nineteen  letters)  September  and 
October,  1862,  transmitted  to  Earl  Eussell,  February  9,  1863.  (Vol.  I, 
pp.  562-576.) 


Mr.   Whiting  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  82.  United  States  Consulate, 

JVrtssaw,  N.  P.,  October  1,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  a  true  copy  of  a 
letter  received  by  me  yesterday  from  the  colonial  secretary  of  the  Baha- 
mas, and  to  which  I  made  a  courteous  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  W^HITING. 
Hon.  WiLLiAjyt  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure.] 
Mr.  Kesbitt  to  Mr.  Whiting. 

GoLONiAL  Secretary's  Office, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  September  29,  1862. 
Sir:  You  are  aware  that,  by  the  Queen's  proclamation  of  the  31st  Jan- 
nary  last,  that  any  belligerent  vessel  must  obtain  the  governor's  permis- 
sion before  anchoring  in  this  port. 

The  governor  has  directed  me  to  call  your  attention  to  this  formality, 
and  to  the  propriety  of  attending  to  it  before  the  United  States  armed 
vessels  drop  their  anchors  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  E.  NESBITT, 
Colonial  Secretary. 
Saml.  Whiting,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul. 


Bear-Admiral  Wilkes  to  Mr.  Welles. 

[Extract.] 

Havana,  October  13,  1862. 
It  is  evident  to  me  that  they  (the  authorities  at  Bermuda)  favor  those 
who  intend  to  break  our  blockade  all  in  their  power;  they  have  stored 
in  the  government  storehouses,  and  under  their  lock  and  key,  arms, 
ammunition,  and  accouterments  belonging  to  the  confederate  govern- 
ment. 
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The  Merrimac  was  ready  to  sail  a  day  or  two  before  our  arrival,  but 
tbey  put  a  stop  to  her.  We  bear  that  her  cargo  was  principally  of 
munitions  of  war.  She  has  a  big  guu  ready  to  mount  and  the  ways 
laid  on  deck.  Besides  this  they  have  storehouses  filled  with  powder 
and  supplies,  ready  to  go  to  the  coast.  These  facts  are  well  known  to  all 
of  the  authorities,  and  are  openly  spoken  of  Avithout  regard  to  conceal- 
ment. 


Messrs.  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  to  CoUnel  Gorgas. 

71  Jeemyn  Street,  London,  No'vemher  1,  1862. 

SiE :  We  have  been  requested  to  write  you  the  following  particulars 
relative  to  equipment  in  course  of  shipment: 

One  vessel  has  completed  loading  and  leaves  on  Monday,  3d,  in  charge 
of  a  naval  officer.  The  second  will  be  dispatched  without  delay,  and  a 
third  for  arms,  there  being  30,000  rifles  nearly  ready,  will  be  dispatched 
forthwith.  There  is  a  fourth  steamship  in  charge  of  an  officer  of  the  Con  - 
federate  States  navy  lately  returned  to  this  country  to  make  purchases. 
The  cargo  marked  thus  ^-will  be  on  board  that  vessel,.  Other  goods  in 
course  of  preparation  will  be  sent  the  moment  freight  can  be  obtained 
for  the  same.  Every  exertion  has  been  used  on  this  side  to  expedite 
the  transmission  of  goods,  and  it  only  requires  an  organized  system  on 
the  other  side  to  dispatch  them  on  arrival  to  insure  success.  We  trust 
the  articles  enumerated  will  reach  you  speedily,  and  prove  as  service- 
able as  anticipated.  The  supplies  are  of  the  best  description,  such  as 
are  issued  to  Her  Majesty's  troops. 

Added  to  list  of  goods,  we  hand  you  for  transmission  to  the  honor- 
able the  secretary  of  state  our  present  claim  against  the  government, 
and  must  ask  you  to  intimate  to  them  the  necessity  of  forwarding  funds 
to  this  country,  in  liquidation  of  our  demand. 
We  are,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

S.  ISAAC,  CAMPBELL  &  CO. 

Colonel  GoEGAS. 

(INDOKSEMENT.) — EespcctfuUy  forwarded  for  action  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  whose  attention  is  respectfully  and  urgently  called  to  this  -ex- 


hibit of  indebtedness. 


Decembee  28,  1862. 


J.  GOEGAS,  Colonel. 


Colonel  Gorgas  to  Mr.  Randolph. 

Oednance  Oppice,  November  1,  1862. 
Geneeal  :  The  bearer,  Mr.  Porter,  came  in  charge  of  the  Harriet 
Pinckney,  now  at  Bermuda.  He  has  letter  of  credentials  froni  Major 
Huse.  I  endeavored  to  see  you  with  him  yesterday,  but  you  were 
engaged.  Some  arrangement  should  be  made  to  get  here  the  30,000 
arms  of  the  Pinckney. 

Shall  Mr.  P,  stay  there  (at  Bermuda)  and  see  to  the  sending  of  this 
cargo,  and  others,  as  seems  to  be  contemplated  by  Major  H. "? 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  GOEGAS,  Colonel. 
General  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr,  Memminger. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Department,  Richmond,  November  7,  1862. 

Sir:  In  explanation  of  my  requisition  of  this  date,  IJTo.  169,  I  beg 
leave  to  say  that  I  desire  $1,000,000,  in  8  per  cent,  bonds,  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  to  be  delivered  to  Commander 
M.  F.  Maury,  Confederate  States  navy,  to  meet  a  contract  payable  in 
bonds.  And  in  addition  to  this,  I  desire  that  $3,000,000  may  be  placed 
-with  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  to  the  credit  of  Commander  M. 
F.  Maury,  Confederate  States  navy. 

In  the  absence  of  exchange,  which  I  am  aware  you  cannot  obtain,  I 
request  that  cotton  certificates  equal  to  this  amount  of  money  may  be 
so  placed  with  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 

A  requisition,  Ko.  170,  for  $2,000,000  is  herewith  inclosed. 

My  requisition  of  the  27th  ultimo,  No.  161,  was  for  $1 ,000,000  in  bonds. 
I  am  apprehensive  that  we  shall  be  embarrassed  with  our  contracts  by 
relying  upon  bonds,  and  therefore  request  that  cotton  certificates  may 
be  substituted  for  the  bonds  named  in  that  requisition.  If  you  deem  it 
necessary,  the  requisition  may  be  changed  accordingly. 

You  are  aware  that  one  of  the  agents  of  this  department  in  England 
recently  borrowed  the  sum  of  $300,000  fori>ublic  service,  upon  a  pledge, 
made  with  the  advice  of  Mr.  Mason,  to  repay  this  amount  in  cotton ;  and 
I  am  convinced  that  we  can  realize  the  two  millions  now  required  upon 
cotton  certificates,'  redeemable  in  cotton  at  current  rates  upon  the  close 
of  the  war.  Unless  this  course  be  adopted,  the  appropriation  under 
which  this  money  is  drawn  will  be  unavailable,  and  ships  can  neither 
be  built  nor  purchased  abroad. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  C.  G.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


See  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward,  November  21, 1862,  (Vol.  I,  p.  650,) 
giving  names  of  vessels  that  have  sailed  for  Nassau  or  Bermuda 
within  the  last  few  weeks. 


Colonel  Oorgas  to  Mr.  Seddon. 

Ordnance  Bureau, 
Richmond,  Virginia,  December  3,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  purchase  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  in  foreign  mar- 
kets on  government  account  are  made  by  Major  Caleb  Huse,  Confed- 
erate States  artillery,  who  resides  in  London,  and  whose  address  is  No. 
38,  Clarendon  Eoad,  Notting  Hill,  London  West.  Major  Huse  was  de- 
tailed for  this  duty  in  April,  1861.  His  instructions  directed  his  atten- 
tion chiefly  to  the  purchase  of  small-arms,  but  his  list  embraced  all  the 
most  necessary  supplies.  Under  these  instructions  he  has  purchased 
arms  to  the  amount  of  $157,000,  and  large  quantities  of  gunpowder; 
some  artillery,  infantry  equipments,  harness,  swords,  percussion  caps, 
saltpeter,  lead,  &c. 
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In  addition  to  ordnance  stores,  using  a  rare  forecaste,  he  lias  purchased 
and  shipped  large  supplies  of  clothing,  blankets,  cloth,  and  shoes  for 
the  quartermaster's  department,  without  special  orders  to  do  so.  Of 
course,  a  large  portion  of  his  purchases  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 

To  pay  for  these  purchases,  funds  have  been  from  time  to  time  sent 
to  him  by  the  treasury  department,  on  requisition  from  the  war  depart- 
ment, amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $3,095,139  18.  These  have  been 
wholly  inadequate  to  his  wants,  and  have  fallen  far  short  of  our  requi- 
sitions. He  was  consequently  in  debt,  at  latest  advices,  to  the  amount 
of  £444,850,  a  sum  equivalent,  when  the  value  of  exchange  is  consid- 
ered, to  $5,925,402  of  our  currency.  While  this  capacity  for  running 
in  debt  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  ability  of  Major  Huse,  the  debt  is  a 
matter  that  calls  for  immediate  attention. 

An  agent,  Mr.  Norman  S.  Walker,  was  lately  dispatched  with  $2,000,- 
000  in  bonds  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  instructions  to  Mr.  Walker 
direct  him  to  return  to  Bermuda  after  the  disposition  of  the  bonds  in 
England,  and  after  conference  with  Major  Huse.  He  is  to  remain  there 
as  a  resident  disbursing  agent,  and  is,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  S.  Gr. 
Porter,  charged  with  the  transfers  of  the  cargo  of  the  Harriet  Pink- 
ney,  now  there,  and  other  shi^js  hereafter  to  arrive  to  the  ports  of  the 
Confederate  States. 

It  is  respectfully  urged  that  further  and  immediate  steps  should  be 
taken  by  the  treasury  department  to  supply  funds  for  the  liquidation  of 
this  indebtedness. 

A  large  part  of  the  cargoes  have  been  landed  at  Nassau,  and  thence 
transmitted  to  ports  of  the  Confederate  States  in  fast  steamers.  Their 
destination  has  lately  been  changed  to  Bermuda,  where  several  most 
valuable  cargoes  are  now  awaiting  transportation.  It  appears  to  me  to 
be  the  appropriate  duty  of  the  navy  department  to  assist  in  the  running 
in  of  these  cargoes ;  but  if  the  burden  of  it  is  to  be  borne  entirely  by 
the  war  department,  it  is  highly  important  that  light-draught  steamers 
should  be  purchased  and  used  solely  for  the  transportation  of  cargoes 
from  Bermuda. 

I  have  made  this  statement  for  the  information  of  the  honorable  sec- 
retary of  war,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  assistant  secretary  of  war,  and 
respectfully  call  special  attention  to  the  subject  of  funds  to  be  trans- 
mitted, and  to  the  transfer  of  stores  from  Bermuda  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J..  GOEGAS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnance. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Mr.  Seddon  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 
War  Department,  Richmond,  December  18, 1862. 
Sir  :  This  will  be  transmitted  to  you  by  Captain  Wm.  G.  Crenshaw,, 
of  Eichmond,  Virginia,  who  has  been  for  some  time  past  serving  with 
distinction  as  the  captain  of  a  battery  raised  by  himself  in  our  confed- 
erate army.  He  has  been  one  of  the  most  intelligent,  extensive,  and  suc- 
cessful merchants  of  our  city,  having,  besides  other  important  enter- 
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prises,. almost  inaugurated  and  established  the  coffee  trade  between 
Yirginia  and  Brazil,  and  such  confidence  has  been  felt  in  his  commer- 
cial knowledge  and  enterprise  that  it  has  been  thought  advisable,  first 
by  the  navy  department,  and  now  by  this,  that  he  should  go  to  England 
to  attend  to  important  interests  of  the  former  department,  and  to 
initiate  and  carry  out,  if  oh  fuller  inquiry  and  ascertainment  of  the 
chances  of  success  he  should  deem  it  judicious,  operations  for  running 
the  blockade  of  our  ports,  and  supplying  this  department,  on  a  con- 
siderable scale,  with  the  munitions,  army  supplies,  and  drugs,  so  essen- 
tial to  maintain  the  efficiency  of  our  forces.  The  scheme  of  these 
operations  in  its  details  will  be  explained  to  you  best  bj^  Mr.  Crenshaw 
in  person. 

Its  general  features  are  that  the  steamers  or  vessels,  as  he  may  con- 
clude best  adapted  for  the  purpose,  should  be  built  or  purchased  by  him 
In  England ;  that  he  shall  associate  with  him  in  the  enterprise  some 
leading  English  house  of  large  means,  in  conjunction  with  whom  he 
shall  take  one-fourth  interest  in  the  vessels  and  in  their  cargoes,  and 
shall  purchase  and  sell  on  commission  the  goods  to  be  sent  to  this  coun- 
try, and  the  cotton  to  be  sent  forward  id  return.  Thus  a  partnership 
or  joint  interest  will  exist  between  this  department  on  the  one  side,  and 
himself,  in  conjunction  with  the  English  firm,  on  the  other;  and  this 
partnership  is  to  extend  likewise  to  the  commission  on  the  one  side  for 
the  purchase  of  goods  in  England,  and  on  the  other  (this  department) 
for  the  purchase  of  cotton  here.  The  commission  for  the  sale  of  cotton 
will  be  to  him  and  his  English  coadjutors  alone,  and  shall  not  exceed 
2^  per  cent.,  with  such  guarantee  in  case  of  sales  on  credit  as  the  usage 
of  the  trade  allows.  His  fourth  of  the  goods  reaching  this  confederacy, 
at  the  option  of  this  department,  to  be  taken  by  it  at  moderate  valua- 
tion, according  to  market  rates  here,  and,  if  not  taken,  to  be  sold  by 
his  own  selected  agent.  It  is  understood  that  this  enterprise  is  so  to  be 
undertaken  on  a  calculation  of  general  chances,  and,  notwithstanding 
one  or  more  losses  at  first,  is  to  be  persevered  in  to  a  full  trial.  This  is 
deemed  essential  to  justify  the  private  venture,  and  is  deemed  judicious 
for  the  government.  It  is  likewise  understood  that  it  is  so  to  be  ar- 
ranged either  by  the  English  house  taking  its  pecuniary  advance 
solely  in  the  value  of  the  ship,  or  by  advances  upon  it,  tliat  the  ships 
may  be  owned,  cleared,  and  sailed  as  British  property,  and  be  under  the 
English  flag.  In  the  purchase  or  building  of  the  ships  to  start,  and 
until  advances  are  repaid  by  the  cotton  imported,  large  sums  will  have 
to  be  advanced  on  behalf  of  this  department  out  of  such  means  as  the 
government  can  command  abroad,  and  I  must  rely  on  and  invoke  your 
authority  and  aid  to  facilitate  to  Mr.  Crenshaw  the  command  of  ade- 
quate resources.  In  such  a  transaction  as  this  department  thus  engages 
in,  it  reposes  large  confidence  in  Mr.  Crenshaw's  character,  capacity, 
and  judgment,  and  must  likewise  ask  at  your  bauds  much  similar  trust 
in  his  integrity,  discretion,  and  tact.  In  neither  case,  I  feel  assured, 
will  it  be  abused,  as  he  will  be  actuated  in  the  whole  business,  I  am  con- 
fldent,  more  by  patriotism  and  a  desire  to  serve  our  great  cause  than 
by  a  spirit  of  gain.  I  should  add  that  on  engaging  in  this  enterprise 
he  will  feel  bound  (though  with  reluctance)  to  resign  his  commission 
as  an  officer  in  the  confederate  service,  since  he  would  consider  a  private 
interest  in  such  a  venture  inconsistent  with  the  relation  of  an  officer, 
and  besides  he  would  have  to  remain  long  abroad. 

i  have  omitted  to  state  one  other  particular  of  the  understanding  with 
Mr.  Crenshaw,  which  is,  that  the  goods  running  the  blockade  to  the 
extent  of  the  fourth  interest  held  by  him  and  his  English  associates 
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shall  be  admitted  free  of  duties,  but  ou  bis  sbare  of  the  cotton  taken 
out  be  will  be  liable  to  the  specific  duty  of  a  half  per  cent,  prescribed 
by  congress,  as  a  pledge  for  one  of  the  loans  of  the  government.  This 
feature  of  exemption  from  dutj^  on  the  goods  running  the  blockade  it  is 
thought  may  prove  of  decided  advantage  in  winning  English  coadjutors. 
In  conclusion,  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  personally  my  cordial 
good  wishes  for  your  health,  and  success  in  your  responsible  station, 
and  giving  renewed  assurance  of  the  high  consideration  and  esteem 
with  which  I  am. 

Most  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

Minister,  &c.,  at  the  Court  of  St.  James. 

(iNDOESEivcENT.) — The  abovc  letter  declares  the  terms  of  the  arrange- 
ment proposed  to  be  made  on  my  part  with  the  war  department,  if  on 
reaching  England  I  conclude  to  engage  in  the  enterprise.  In  that 
event,  a  more  formal  contract,  on  the  basis  of  the  understanding  and 
terms  expressed  in  the  letter,  will  be  executed  by  me,  and,  if  required, 
by  my  selected  associates  likewise. 

WM.  G.  GEEI^SHAW. 

EiCHMOND,  Bece^nber  20,  1862.   " 


Mr.  Spence  to  Mr.  Memminger. 
[Extract.] 

Liverpool,  December  19,  1862. 
Slr  :  Captains  BuUock,  Sinclair,  and  North  are  at  present  provided  for ; 
Major  Fergusson  is  disappointed  and  delayed  in  his  purchases  from  not 
seeing  his  way  clear,  and  Captain  Maury  may  also  be  obliged  to  hold  his 
hand  a  little,  but  as  Erlanger's  reply  should  be  here  in  about  a  week, 
this  state  of  things  will  not  be  procrastinated. 
I  remain,  sir,  vour  very  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SPENCE. 
Hon.  C.  C  Memminger. 


See  correspondence  between  Mr.  Adams  and  Earl  Eussell,  relative  to 
the  use  of  Nassau  as -a  depot  for  the  insurgents,  December  30,  1862. 
(Vol.  I,  pp.  728-732.) 


Colonel  Gorgas  to  Major  Muse. 
[Extract.] 


Ordnance  Bureau, 

Richmond,  January  1,  1863. 


Major  :  The  communication  of  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  was  duly 
received,  and   submitted  through  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.    I 
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trust  that  the  cotton  bonds  forwarded  and  the  bullion  of  the  L. 
bank  which  has  been  made  available  will  serve  to  relieve  your  wants. 
These  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  $4,000,000.  The  secretary  of  the 
treasury  will  make  every  effort  to  place  funds  enough  at  your  disposal 
to  sustain  the  hitherto  high  credit  you  have  managed  to  maintain. 
Captain  Stiles  reached  here  in  the  Cornubia,  about  ten  days  ago.  Her 
cargo  was  chiefly  quartermasters'  and  medical  supplies,  which  are  really 
most  needed  just  at  this  moment. 

The  G-.  also  brings  four  Whitworth  guns,  sent  by  an  outside  party 
at  a  very  moderate  rate.  We  paid  $60,000  for  the  six  Whitworths 
brought  by  thje  Modern  Greece,  with  2,500  rounds  ammunition,  car- 
riages, (Sec,  &c.,  (not  complete,  however.) 

By  Captain  S.  I  received  the  full  statement  of  your  purchases  of 
the  72  Austrian  guns,  &c.,  &c. ;  26  only  have  come  to  hand.  Of  the 
6j-%  and  8  inch  rifled  cannon  nothing  known. 

If  you  can  send  more  of  the  3-inch  Whitworth  guns  do  so.  They 
have  proved  very  superior. 

Captain  Stiles  goes  back  with  the  Cornubia,  which  will  return  with 
cotton  to  Bermuda,  and  will  proceed  to  consult  you  about  the  purchase 
of  another  steamer  to  run  between  Bermuda,  2^assau,  and  the  ports  of 
the  Confederate  States. 

The  G.  it  seems,  belongs  to  a  private  party.  The  secretary  of  war 
will,  however,  try  to  retain  her  in  our  service  for  a  time.  The  purchase 
of  an  additional  steamer  will  somewhat  depend  on  the  funds  at  your  dis- 
posal. Major  Walker  will  have  reached  and  communicated  with  you  in 
relation  to  his  duties.  I  regret  that  the  funds  he  carried  are  of  no 
avail;  but  I  trust  the  arrangements  made  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  will  supply  the  deficiency.    1  i^ropose,  as  you  see,  that  Major 

Walker  should  remain  at to  make  necessary  disbursements 

there,  and  to  reside  permanently  while  that  port  is  used  as  a  depot. 

Had  I  known  the  character  of  Mr.  B e,  it  would  probably  have 

been  better  to  have  put  everything  into  his  hands.  However,  Major 
W.  will  be  useful  as  a  disbursing  agent.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  the 
highest  standing. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GOEGAS. 

Major  Caleb  Huse,  London. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

lSk>.  3.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  January  6,  1863. 

Sir:  The  London  Times  of  Saturday  last  stated  that  an  agent  of  the 
confederate  government  had  arrived  in  England  to  negotiate  a  loan. 
Beference  is  made  to  the  subject  In  the  Journal  of  Commerce  of  Liver- 
pool this  morning. 

On  the  same  inclosure  you  will  find  the  proceedings  of  the  Liver- 
pool Chamber  of  Commerce  relative  to  blockaders,  &c.,  and  a  notice  that 
the  Alabama  is  to  sail  immediately  for  the  East  Indies. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  but  what  he  [Captain  Semmes]  is  in  com- 
munication with  people  in  this  country,  and  most  likely  the  orders  to 
him  are  all  issued  from  here. 
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Quite  a  number  of  persons  came  over  in  the  steamer  Bonita  from 

Nassau.    My  information  is  that  they  belong  to  the  confederate  navy, 

and  have  come  here  to  take  charge  or  command  of  one  or  more  of  the 

gun-boats  now  building  in  this  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLiAJi  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 
Kavy  Department,  Bichmoyid,  Jamiary  10,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  desire  to  obtain  sterling  bills  for  $60,000,  for  the  use  of  the 
Harriet  Lane  in  cruising,  and  would  like  to  receive  them  as  early  on 
Monday  next  as  practicable.    iPlease  inform  me  whether  you  can  let  me 
have  this  amount,  and  for  what  sum  my  requisition  should  be  drawn  to 
cover  it.    It  would  be  best  tQ  have  ten  bills  of  $6,000  each. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  0.  G.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  14.]  United  States  Consulate, 

•  Liverpool,  January  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  informed  within  the  past  few  days  that  they  design  to 
convert  several  of  the  new  batch  of  steamers  into  privateers.  Now,  this 
may  be  true  or  false ;  but  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  it.  At  least  a  half 
dozen  of  them  are  well  calculated  for  this  service,  and  with  two  or  three 
guns  mounted  on  them  would  do  almost  as  much  mischief  as  the  Ala- 
bama. I  think  there  is  danger  to  be  api^rehended  from  these  vessels, 
and  that  our  cruisers  and  commanders  in  the  vicinity  of  the  islands 
adjacent  to  our  coast  cannot  be  too  early  advised  to  be  on  the  lookout 
for  them.  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  attempt  will  be  made.  I  have 
been  very  much  afraid  that  the  attempt  would  be  made  to  iit  some  of 
them  out  in  this  port.  It  could  easily  be  done,  and  with  the  indispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  the  authorities  to  furnish  information,  or  to  do  any- 
thing to  stop  them,  it  would  be  almost,  if  not  quite,  impossible  to  pre- 
vent it.  Indeed,  if  they  were  discreet,  kept  their  own  counsel,  and 
stowed  the  guns  below  the  decks  until  after  they  got  out  to  sea,  the 
probabilities  are  that  we  should  know  nothing  about  it.  Every  facility 
seems  to  be  extended  to  them  here  to  carry  on  their  operations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Extract  from  private  journal  found  on  Ifoard  the  confederate  &teamer 

Florida. 

"JANITART26,  1863. 
"  Sighted  Nassau  liglit-liouse  during  the  night,  and  stood  off  and  on 
until  daylight,  when  a  negro  pilot  came  on  board,  and  just  as  the  sun 
was  rising  we  entered  the  harbor  of  Nassau.  The  town  seems  plenti- 
fully supplied  with  negroes,  whatever  it  may  lack  in  anything  else. 
During  the  day  an  entire  boat-load  rowed  around  us,  singing  the  Bonnie 
Blue  Flag.  They  are  all  southern  sympathizers.  Two  schooners  loaded 
with  cotton  arrived  here  to-day  from  Charleston,  having  successfully  run 
the  blockade.  Indeed,  this  seems  to  be  our  principal  port  of  entry,  and 
the  amount  of  money  we  throw  into  the  hands  of  the  Nassauites  proba- 
bly influences  their  sentiments  in  our  favor.  We  took  on  board  coal  and 
provisions  to  last  us  for  several  months." 


For  correspondence  relative  to  the  Georgiana,  January,  1863,  see  Vol. 
I,  pp.  772-785. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

Naty  Department, 

Richmond,  January  31,  1863. 
Sir  :  A  reliable  party  haAang  submitted  a  proposition,  which  is  re- 
garded as  a  most  favorable  one  for  the  government,  to  construct  abroad 
and  deliver  in  our  own  ports  certain  ships  of  war,  to  be  paid  for  in  cot- 
ton, I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  whether  you  can  make  arrangements 
to  deliver  cotton  for  this  purpose  within  eight  months  at  a  confederate 
port.  The  value  of  the  cotton  wanted  will  be  about  $1,000,000,  esti- 
mated at  its  present  price  in  Charleston,  in  coiu. 

The  proposition  asks  for  a  fixed  price  upon  the  cotton,  but  if  you  can 
meet  the  demand  I  will  confer  with  you  upon  the  expediency  of  'fixing 
a  price. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Ifav^y. 
Hon.  Mr.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


For  coaling  of  the  Florida  at  Nassau,  January,  1863,  see  Vol.  II,  p.  617, 
and  post  under  the  head  of  "  Florida." 

For  coaling  of  the  Florida  at  Barbadoes,  February,  1863,  see  Vol. 
II,  pp.  619-629,  and  -post  under  the  head  of  "Florida." 


J/r.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Kerner. 

CONPBBERATE    STATES   OF   AMERICA, 

l^avy  Department,  Richmond,  February  3,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  the  title  of  Secret- Act,  No.  116,  is,  "An  act  authorizing  an  agent 
to  be  sent  abroad  to  purchase  vessels  and  arms,  and  making  an  appro- 
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priation  therefor,"*  and  tbat  of  No.  117,  "An  act  to  authoriza  the  pur- 
chase of  construction  of  certain  vessels  of  war."t 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Hon.  D.  F.  Keener, 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

House  of  Representatives. 


Mr.  Mason  to  Mr.  Benjamin. 

[Extract.] 

Confederate  States  Commission, 

London,  February  5,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  reference  to  the  general  subject  of  indebtedness  here  for  ac- 
count of  the  war  and  navy  departments,  by  their  respective  agents,  I  have 
felt  it  incumbent  on  me,  though  without  express  authority,  under  existing 
circumstances,  to  extend  all  aid  in  my  power  to  those  agents  to  enable 
them  to  meet  their  engagements,  and  thus  to  preserve,  as  of  the  last 
importance,  the  credit  of  the  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  MASON. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Meyliger  to  Mr.  Memminger. 
[Extract.] 

Nassau,  N,  P.,  February  8,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  Florida,  Captain  Malfitt,  put  in  here  on  the  26th  ultimo,  and 
left  on  the  following  day,  after  taking  in  coal  and  stores.    I  have  written 
fuller  details  to  the  navy  department. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  HEYLIGEE. 
Hon.  C.  Gr.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Richmond. 


Colonel  Oorgas  to  Major  Huse. 

[Extract.] 

Ordnance  '  Bureau, 

Richmond,  February  9, 1863. 
Major  :  Bermuda  will  answer  very  well  as  a  depot.  With  the  two 
steamers  now  running  for  us  between  it  and  the  confederate  ports,  if 
Captain  Stiles  should  be  able  to  secure  a  third  we  should  be  able  to  bring 
away  stores  rapidly,  A  requisition  for  £75,000,  sterling,  has  been  made 
in  your  favor,  and  exchange  to  that  amount  will  be  sent  to-morrow 
through  Praser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  It  has  just  bepn  made  ajvailable. 
I  do  not  fully  understand  why  the  coin  of  the  Bank  of  New  Orleans 


*  For  apt  No.  116  see  ante  page  30. 
+  ll'or  act  No.  117  see  ante  page  29. 
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could  not  be  made  available.    It  seems  to  me,  if  sold  in  good  faitb  to  a 
foreigner,  it  could  be  received  on  board  a  British  vessel  and  protected. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GORGAS, 
Colonel,  Chief  of  Ordnance. 
Major  Caleb  Husb,  London. 


Mr.  Admns  to  Earl  Eussell. 

United  States  Legation, 

London,  February  9,  1863. 
Transmits  intercepted  correspondence,  and  states,  that  "  these  papers 
go  to  show  a  deliberate  attempt  to  establish,  within  the  limits  of  this 
kingdom,  a  system  of  action  in  direct  hostility  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States."  Vol.  I.,  pp.  562-576.  See  also  pp.  589-593.  Also 
Vol.  II,  p.  403. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  37.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liver^wol,  February  24,  1863. 
Sir:  The  steamer  Bahama  cleared  and  sailed  from  this  i)ort,  on  Sat- 
urday evening  last,  in  ballast,  with  a  crew  of  thirty-four  men,  double 
the  number  she  requires  for  working  the  vessel.  Her  clearance  was  for 
Hong  Kong,  but  I  understand  she  goes  to  meet  the  Alabama.  Cunard, 
Wilson  &  Co.,  the  same  house  that  cleared  her  before,  cleared  her  this 
time.  Her  captain  is  W.  Eowe.  She  is  bound  on  mischief,  and  should 
be  captured  wherever  found. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Colonel  Gorgas  to  Major  Muse. 

[Extract.]  ' 

Ordnance  Bureau, 
Bichmond,  February  25,  1863. 
Major:  Parties  have,  just  reached  here  with  the  proposition  of 
S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  to  receive  £50,000,  in  coin,  on  this  side,  and 
the  residue  of  the  indebtedness  of  lialf  a  million,  except  the  £75,000, 
in  cotton  bonds  or  cotton. 

There  will  be  no  difflculty  in  effecting  this  arrangement.  Mr.  Ward 
is  now  here  to  carry  out  the  details,  and  will  leave  in  a  day  or  two,  as 
soon  as  the  coin  can  be  placed  at  his  command.  This  balance  due  to  S. 
Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  being  liquidated,  it  becomes  necessary  to  think 
of  what  we  need  again. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GOEGAS, 
Colonel,  Chief  of  Ordnance. 
Major  Caleb  Huse,  London. 
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[Extract.] 

To  Ids  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln^  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America  : 

Tour  excellency  is  aware  that  during  the  rebellion  no  consulate  has 
been  of  greater  importance  and  responsibility  than  this.  Day  after 
day  steamers  laden  with  articles  of  necessity  depart  for  the  South,  and 
in  a  very  short  time  return  laden  with  cotton.  Powder,  ball,  and  can- 
non are  sent  from  here  to  aid  the  rebellion  ;  the  harbor  has  become  a 
place  of  refuge  for  the  rebel  armed  vessels  Florida,  Georgiana,  and 
Eetribution. 

The  vexation,  labor,  and  vigilance  caused  by  all  these  things,  have 
rendered  the  position  of  consul  by  no  means  an  enviable  one. 

We  therefore  respectfully  pray  that  your  excellency  will  ask  Congress 
to  increase  the  salary  of  our  consul  at  this  port,  and  if  proper,  that 
before  the  meeting  of  Congress  a  suitable  allowance  may  be  made  to 
him. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Dated  at  N"assau,  New  Providence,  Bahamas,  March  14, 1863. 

J.  S.  BOSWORTH,  New  York  City, 

Chief  Justice  Superior  Court,  City  of  New  Torlc. 
R.  S.  CUSHMAN,  Albany,  New  York.. 
HENRY  S.  LEVERICH,  Long  Island,  New  Ym-k. 
F.  GEBHARD  &CB.UCH.AIt.I)T,  Long  Island,  New  York,. 
R.  B.  MINTURN,  Jr.,  New  York. 
HENRY  SALISBURY,  Jr.,  Neiv  York. 
JAMES  A.  WEBB,  New  York. 
A.  B.  Mcdonald,  jr.,  New  York. 
JOHJf  S.  HOWELL,  Nassau,  New  Providence, 

Proprietor  of  Boyal  Victoria  Sotel. 
GEO.  GORHAM,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
R.  G.  MICHELL,  Jr.,  New  York. 
JAMES  HYNES,  New  York. 
A-  W.  SANGDON,  Geneva,  New  York. 
CHAS.  JACKSON,  Agent  New  York  Underwriters. 
EPES  SARGENT,  Calais,  Maine. 
JAMES  B.  SMITH,  New  York  City. 


Mr.  Seddon  to  Mr.  Seixas. 

EiCHMOND,  April  7, 1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  the  agent  of  the  war  department  at 
Wilmington  and  Charleston,  to  take  charge  of  all  that  relates  to  the 
running  of  the  steamers  of  this  department,  sailing  from  and  arriving 
at  these  ports. 

You  will  proceed  to  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  and  report  to 
General  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  in  command,  and  exhibit  to  him  your 
instructions.  The  control  he  has  heretofore  exercised  in  relation  to  this 
subject  will  still  be  continued,  and  you  will  still  be  guided  by  his  advice 
in  carrying  out  such  orders  as  you  may  receive  directly  from  this  depart- 
ment through  the  chief  of  or  dnance. 

You  will,  however,  report  directly  to  the  chief  of  ordnance  in  all 
-that  relates  to  the  supply  and  cargoes  of  the  vessels.  You  will  as  speed- 
ily as  possible  establish  depots  of  coal  at  Wilmington  and  at  Charleston, 
so  that  no  delay  may  occur  from  want  of  fuel.  Ybu  will  be  charged  with 
all  disbursements  of  the  department  for  coal  and  other  supplies,  as  well 
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as  wages  of  officers  and  crew,  and  all  incidental  expenses,  and  will  make 
your  requisitions  on  the  chief  of  ordnance  for  all  moneys  required. 
You  will  give  the  usual  bonds,  in  the  sum  of  $20,000. 

Such  other  instructions  as  you  may  need  will  be  given  you  from  time 
to  time  by  the  chief  of  ordnance. 

Your  i^ay  will  be  that  of  a  cajitain  of  artillery. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOlf, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Offlcial : 

THOMAS  L.  BAYNE, 

Lieutenant  Colonel. 
J.  M.  Seixas,  Esq. 


J/r.  Dxidley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  60.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  11,  1863. 
Sir  :  For  the  first  time,  I  learned  yesterday  that  Wm.  C.  Miller,  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  "VVm.  C  Miller  &  Sons,  the  builders  of  the  steamers 
Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  and  Alexandra,  is  a  government  officer, 
being  chief  surveyor  of  shipping  at  this  port,  at  a  salary  of  three  hun- 
dred pounds  per  year. 

His  office  is  No.  10,  in  the  custom-house.    I  have  communicated  this 
fact  to  Mr.  Adams.    It  would  thus  seem  that  persons  connected  with 
the  firms  of  the  builders  of  the  Florida  and  Alabama  are  office-holders — 
one  a  member  of  Parliament,  the  other  an  officer  of  the  customs. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Eeyliger  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

[Extract.] 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  April  18,  1863. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  last  respects,  of  the  9th  instant,  I  have  since 
been  placed  in  possession  of  your  two  communications,  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
by  which  you  are  pleased  to  confer  on  me  the  appointment  of  "  Depositary 
of  the  Confederate  States  treasury,  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  under 
an  act  of  congress  approved  April  15,  1862,  increasing  the  number  of 
depositaries." 

I  am  grateful  to  you,  sir,  for  this  mark  of  confidence.  No  other  incent- 
ive but  that  of  rendering  myself  useful  to  government  was  needed  to 
induce  my  acceptance  of  the  office,  which  I  accordingly  enter  upon  with 
the  assurance  that  I  shall  endeavor  to  discharge  faithfully  the  duties 
assigned  to  me. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  ' 

L.  HEYLIGEE. 
Hon.  C.  G-.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Richmond. 
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Major  Wa^lier  to  Major  Huse. 

St.  George's,  Bermuda,  April  18, 1863. 

Major  :  Eeferring  you  to  my  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I  have  now 
the  iileasure  of  aunouncing  the  safe  arrival,  at  this  port,  of  the  confed- 
erate steamer  Robt.  E.  Lee,  formerly  G-iraft'e,  Captain  Wilkinson,  with 
600  bales  of  cotton. 

There  are  now  at  this  port  1,200  bales  of  cotton  belonging  to  the  gov- 
ernment, and  I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  the  Cornubia 
with  350  bales  more.  The  bark  Oden  is  now  loading  and  will  have  im- 
mediate dispatch.  Her  capacity  is  about  1,000  bales.  The  balance  will 
be  shipped  forward  by  first  opportunity. 

The  captain  of  the  Oden  has  already  signed  bill  of  lading  for  800' 
bales,  which  I  send  by  this  mail  to  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Go., 
with  instructions  to  provide  insurance  and  to  place  to  your  credit,  sub- 
ject to  your  order,  any  balance  after  iiayment  of  my  drafts  attached  to 
bill  of  lading  for  £20,000  sterling.  My  recent  instructions  from  the  war 
department  empower  me  to  purchase  here  or  elsewhere  large  supplies  of 
commissary  stores,  and  impress  upon  me  the  urgent  necessity  of  ship- 
ping large  quantities  of  them  by  every  steamer.  This  will  explain  the 
large  draft  which  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  attach  to  the  bill  of  lad- 
ing. You  will  readily  perceive  the  importance  of  sfipplying  our  troops 
on  the  coast  from  this  direction,  if  possible.  Not  only  the  actual  means 
of  subsistence  will  be  increased,  but  our  railroads,  which  are  now  so 
heavily  taxed,  would  be  relieved  of  much  heavy  transportation.  I  will 
endeavor  to  make  my  draft  as  light  as  possible,  but  now  that  the  credit 
of  our  government  is  established  in  London,  I  hope  that  it  will  not  be 
necessary  for  you  to  look  so  much  to  the  supply  of  cotton  to  liquidate 
your  indebtedness. 

The  Merrimac  left  for  the  coast  yesterday.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  on. 
her  trial  trip  she  did  not  realize  Captain  Porter's  expectations,  not  mak- 
ing more  than  ten  and  a  half  knots.  She  is,  ho  wever,  a  -s-ery  stanchly 
built  vessel,  and,  with  good  management,  I  think  she  has  a  fair  prospect 
of  getting  safely  into  Wilmington. 

I  must  again  beg  to  call  to  your  attention  the  importance  of  sending 
to  this  place  one  or  two  cargoes  of  "Daffryne"  coal  for  the  government 
steamers.  You  will  readily  see  the  injurious  delay  which  may  result' 
from  the  want  of  a  proper  supply  of  coal,  and  I  am  anxious  to  be  as  in- 
dependent as  possible  of  speculators.  Please  give  the  subject  your  im- 
mediate attention.  The  700  bales  of  cotton  which  I  will  ship  shortly 
will  be  free  of  all  charges,  and  the  whole  proceeds  will  be  placed  to 
your  credit.  By  first  opportunity  to  this  port  I  must  beg  you  to  send 
2,000  or  3,000  pounds  borax,  a  large  quantity  of  stationery,  official  and 
letter  envelopes,  for  which  articles  I  have  orders  from  the  department, 
and  which  cannot  be  filled  here. 

Prom  all  that  I  can  learn  any  confederate  man-of-war  which  may 
come  to  this  port  will  have  no  difficulty  in  coaling  and  procuring  sup- 
plies.   A  number  of  naval  officers  go  out  by  Halifax  steamer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  WALKER, 
Major  Confederate  States  Army. 

Major  Caleb  Huse,  London. 
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Mr.  Mallory  to  Lieutenant  Cenas. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 

Navy  Department,  BiohmonU,  April  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Eugland,  via  N'assau  or  Ber- 
muda, and  upon  your  arrival  report  to  Lieutenant  Jno.  E.  Hamilton  for 
duty. 

The  following  officers  have  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  at  Charles- 
ton, and  will  accompany  you  to  England,  and  will  also  report  to 
Lieutenant  Hamilton  for  the  same  duty:  Lieutenants  S.  S.  Lee  and 
Saml.  Barron,  jr..  Passed  Midshipman  1).  IS".  Scales,  and  Midshipman 
I.  T.  Mason.  If  Lieutenant  Hamilton  should  have  left  England,  you 
will,  with  the  officers,  report  to  Commodore  M.  E.  Maury,  for  such  duty 
as  he  may  assign  you.  Upon  your  arrival  at  Liverpool  call  at  the  house 
of  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  ISo.  10  Eumford  Place,  and  yon  can 
ascertain  the  address  of  Lieutenant  Hamilton  and  Commodore  Maury. 
This  service  is  a  delicate  and  responsible  one,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances the  department  deems  it  necess^ary  to  enjoin  upon  you  the  ob- 
servance of  proper  circumspection. 

The  discoverjr  at  IS'assau,  or  Bermuda,  or  by  your  fellow  passengers 
"en  route"  for  England,  or  upon  your  arrival  there,  of  your  official 
character  might  frustrate  the  very  object  for  which  you  are  sent  abroad, 
and  defeat  an  important  service.  The  presence  of  our  naval  officers  in 
England  has  already  excited  a  feeling  and  curiosity  adverse  to  our  in- 
terest, and  you  cannot  be  too  careful  upon  this  subject.  You  will  read 
the  following  instructions  to  the  officers  who  accompany  you,  and  enjoin 
upon  them  a  strict  observance  thereof.- 

Messrs.  Eraser  &  Co.,  at  Charleston,  will  furnish  passage  to  Nassau 
or  Bermuda  for  yourself  and  officers;  and  inclosed  herewith  you  have 
an  order  upon  them  for  $2,250,  in  English  funds  or  coin,  for  the  expenses 
of  the  officers  and  yourself,  from  Nassau  to  England  $500  each,  for 
Lieutenants  Lee,  Barron,  Passed  Midshipman  Scales,  and  yourself,  and 
$250  for  Midshipman  Mason. 

Your  actual  traveling  expenses,  only,  are  allowed,  and  you  will  keep 
an  account  of  the  same,  to  be  accounted  for  hereafter  by  you.  Any 
balance,  after  paying  the  expenses  of  the  officers  and  yourself  you  will 
divide  among  you  in  the  proportion  before  named,  and  will  account  for 
the  same  under  the  head  "  pay  of  the  navy." 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

iSecretwry  of  the  Navy. 

A  true  copy. 

C.  M.  TIDBALL, 

Chief  Cleric. 

Second  Lieut.  Hilary  Cenas,  C.  S.  N., 

Charleston,  South  Carolina. 


Memorandum  from  insurgent  Navy  Dapartment. 

Notes  for  Son.  D.  IJ.  Kerner,  showing  disposition  of  funds  appropriated 
for  building  vessels,  &e.,  abroad. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1861,  congress  appropriated  $1,000,000  "  To 
send  an  agent  abroad  to  purchase  vessels  and  arms."  (Secret  act,  No. 
116.] 
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On  the  11th  of  May,  1861,  an  officer  was  sent  abroad  to  carry  out  the 
objects  of  the  law,  with  instructions  to  purchase  vessels  if  practicable, 
and  if  not  to  build  theui.  He  found  that  he  could  not  purchase  such 
vessels  as  were  required,  and  contracted  for  two  to  be  built.  The  Florida 
and  Alabama  he  armed  and  equipped,  and  found  them  in  every  respect, 
large  cruising  funds  inclusive.  He  was  also  instructed  to  purchase 
powder,  muskets  or  carbines,  and  pistols,  with  ammunition  for  the  same, 
and  also  clothing  for  seamen  and  marines ;  all  of  which  he  did.  The 
two  vessels,  with  the  munitions  of  war,  clothing,  &c.,  absorbed  the 
whole  $1,000,000. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  J 861,  congress  appropriated  $2,000,000  "For 
the  piirchase  or  construction  of  certain  vessels  of  war."  (See  secret 
act,  isTo.  117.) 

An  officer  was  sent  abroad  with  instructions  to  buy  or  build  one  or 
more  iron-clad,  sea-going,  war  steamers.  He  found  that  in  the  then 
state  of  feeling  in  England  and  France  he  could  not  purchase  or  build. 

At  the  instance  of  the  department,  the  president,  under  act  No. 
124,  approved  May  14,  1861,  transferred  the  $2,000,000  to  the  appi-opri- 
ation  "  For  the  purchase  and  building  of  steamers  and  gunboats  for 
coast  defenses,"  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  iron-clad  vessels  in 
the  Confederate  States,  and  Congress  was  informed  thereof,  as  required 
by  the  act  referred  to,  by  a  letter  to  the  Hon.  Howell  Cobb,  on  the  20th 
of  November,  1861.  The  Mississippi,  Eichmond,  Palmetto  State,  and 
other  iron-clad  vessels,  were  in  x)art  constructed  out  of  the  appropria- 
tion. 

Subsequently,  the  officer  abroad  deejning  it  practicable  to  build  iron- 
clad ships  of  war  abroad,  contracts  for  three  of  them  were  authorized 
and  made.  An  appropriation  of  $2,000,000  to  construct  the  vessels  was 
made  in  April,  1862,  and  also  an  appropriation  of  $1,4:00,000  to  pur- 
chase exchange  to  place  the  $2,000,000  abroad. 

Of  the  amount,  $2,120,000  were  exhausted  in  purchase  of  exchange, 
and  $1,000,000  was  sent  abroad  in  bonds  to  be  sold. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  1862,  Congress  made  an  appropriation"  For 
the  purchase,  arming,  and  equipping  vessels  abroad" — $4,000,000.  An 
officer  was  sent  with  instructions  to  purchase  and  equip  vessels ;  as  yet 
he  has  made  no  progress,  chiefly  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  placing  these 
funds  abroad.  One  million  of  dollars  in  bonds  of  this  appropriation 
have  been  sent  abroad  to  arm,  man,  and  equip  the  three  iron-clad  ves- 
sels under  construction.  The  department  is  not  advised  of  the  extent 
to  which  these  bonds  can  be  used. 

The  treasury  has  not  been  able  to  furnish  the  exchange  to  place  ap- 
propriations for  the  navy  department  abroad,  but  has  sent  confederate 
bonds.  TJ])  to  last  advices  from  England  no  money  had  been  raised 
upon  bonds  sent  abroad,  and  the  agents  of  the  department  were  defi- 
cient in  money.  It  is  not  i)robable  that  more  than  50  cent,  can  be  real- 
ized on  the  bonds. 

Under  secret  act,  approved  September  19, 1862,  confederate  bonds  to 
the  amount  of  $3,500,000  were  appropriated  to  meet  a  contract  made 
by  the  navy  department. 

'  Bonds  to  the  extent  of  $2,000,000  have  been  sent  abroad,  but  up  to 
last  advices  no  payments  have  been  made. 

The  following  notes  will  afford  definite  information  of  the  use  for 
which  this  department  requires  $5,000,000  in  England  : 

Three  iron-clad  propeller  ships,  and  one  iron  ship,  are  being  construct- 
ed by  the  navy  officers  abroad,  and  six  other  ships  have  been  ordered — 
all  under  authority  of  secret  acts  Nos.  110  and  117,  approved  May  10, 
1861. 
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The  sum  required  to  complete  the  three  first  named  ships . . .  $650,  000 

To  arm,  man,  equip,  provision,  pay,  and  cruising  money 900,  000 

To  pay  for  the  iron  war  vessel  under  construction ". 300, 000 

To  arm,  man,  equip,  provision,  pay,  and  cruising  money 150,  000 

To  complete  the  six  other  vessels  ordered,  and  to  arm,  man, 

equip,  provision,  pay,  and  cruising  money 3,  200,  000 

5,  200,  000 


Funds  are  required  abroad  for  purchasing  naval  clothing,  chandlery, 
outfits,  medicines,  provisions,  &c.,  to  a  large  extent,  which  are  not  con- 
sidered in  the  above. 


SECRET. — ENROLLED. 

AN  ACT  to  make  appropriations  for  iron-clads,  other  war  steamers,  steam  engines,  and 
other  supplies  contracted  for  abroad.* 

The  congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  there 
be  "appropriated  and  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  for  iron-clads,  and  other  war  steamers,  steam-engines, 
and  other  supplies  contracted  for  abroad,  five  million  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

TH.  S.  BOCOCK, 
SpeaJcer  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatlves. 

E.  M.  T.  hu:ntbe, 

President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 
Approved  April  18,  1863. 

JEFFBRSOls^  DAVIS. 


AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  make  appropriations  for  iron-clad  and 
other  war  steamers,  steam-engines,  and  other  supplies  contracted  for  abroad." 

The  congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  e»ac^,  That;  the 
above-entitled  act  be  so  amended  as  that  the  amount  appropriated  by 
that  act  shall  be  paid  in  sterling  funds  in  Europe,  without  deduction  for 
exchange ;  and  ten  millions  of  dollars  are  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
j)remium  of  exchange  on  the  same. 

Approved  May  1,  1863. 


AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  i^resident  to  contract  for  the  construction  and  equipment  of 
vessels  for  the  navy  abroad. 

The  congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  war,  the  president  be,  and  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  contract  for  the  construction  and  equipment  abroad  of  any 
number  of  war  vessels  not  exceeding  twenty,  which  he  may  deem  neces- 
sary :  Provided,  That  the  total  cost  shall  not  exceed  ($20,000,000)  twenty 
million  dollars  in  sterling  currency,  and  that  all  contracts  which  maybe 
made  shall  be  communicated  to  congress  as  soon  as  practicable. 

*  See  ante  page  101. 
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Sec.  2.  That  the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  equivalent  to  two 
millions  of  pounds  sterling,  is  hereby  appropriated  toward  the  execu- 
tion of  this  act. 
Approved  May  1,  1863. 
A  true  copy, 

JAMES  M.  MATTHEWS, 

Laic  GlerJc,  Department  of  Justice. 


Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr.  Mallory. 

EiCHMOND;  May  6,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  advising  that  the  Stono  was  being 
prepared  to  sail  for  jSTassau,  and  w;ould  take  574  bales  of  cotton  for  this 
department,  is  received. 

In  reply  I  would  state  that  the  offer  is  accepted.    I  have  telegraphed 
to  Augusta  to  have  the  cotton  sent  at  once  to  Charleston  for  shipment. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  MEMMINGEE, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury. 
Hon.  S.  E.  Malloey, 

Secretary  of  the  Katy. 


Bear-Admiral  Wilkes  to  Mr.  Welles. 
,  [Extract.] 

United  States  Flag-ship  Yanderbilt, 

St.  Tliomas,  May  13,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  impression  is  that  one  if  not  two  rebel  steamers  will  seek 
j^assau  to  coal  and  refit  when  the  ninety  days  have  expired.  I  cannot 
myself  believe  that  this  was  the  intention  of  the  British  government  in 
limiting  the  time  to  ninety  days ;  the  intention  was  to  give  aid  and  assist- 
ance when  in  distress,  to  coal  or  make  repairs  from  damage  which  had 
taken  place  at  sea,  to  enable  the  vessels  to  reach  the  nearest  port  of  their 
country,  and  this  appears  fully  warranted  in  limiting  the  sujjply  "  to 
carry  them  to  their  nearest  port."  This,  however,  has  not  been  the  con- 
struction j)ut  upon  it,  for  they  have  filled  up  with  coal  to  make  with 
their  sailing  capabilities  fully  ninety  days ;  and  the  strong  bias  which 
exists  in  the  British  islands  has  construed  it  to  afford  them  a  full  sup- 
ply, and  thus  enable  them  to  continue  their  depredations.  I  think  this 
would  be  a  strong  point  to  exhibit  the  advantage  taken  of  Earl  Eus- 
sell's  letters  of  instructions  and  the  non-conformity  to  it  of  their  ofii- 
cials;  enabling  the  rebel  privateers  to  renew  their  nefarious  cruising  by 
the  aid  afforded  them  by  official  British  sympathizers  is  not  doing  their 
duty  by  them,  and  using  all  their  power  to  control  every  privilege  the 
letters  of  instructions  might  give  us.  Though,  to  say  the  truth,  matters 
are  now  so  arranged  as  to  avoid  visiting  or  coaling  at  these  ports  except 
to  communicate  with  our  consuls. 

I  mention  the  case  of  the  Eetribution,  which  took  her  prize,  the  Han- 
over, of  Boston,  to  Fortune  Island,  in  the  Crooked  Island  passage ;  ran 
the  prize  on  shore  in  a  safe  place,  took  out  all  her  cargo  and  sent  it  to  Nas- 
sau for  sale.  Afterward  getting  the  vessel  off,  loaded  her  with  salt  and 
attempted  to  run  the  blockade,  when,  I  believe  she  was  captured. 
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These  facts  I  learned  on  my  visit  to  Fortune  Island,  where  it  is  well 
known  that  the  rebels  are  in  the  habit  of  stopping  for  letters,  which  are 
brought  from  Nassau  regularly  in  the  English  mail-boat. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  WILKES, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na  vy. 


Colonel  Gorgas  to  Major  Huse. 

Ordnance  Btjkbaij, 

Bichmond,  May  21,  1863. 

Majok  :  You  do  not  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  instructions  relative 
to  the  settlement  of  the  account  of  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.,  contained 
in  my  letter  of  February  2.j,  and  repeated  in  my  letter  of  March  9, 
which  you  had  at  the  date  of  your  letter  of  April  17,  just  at  hand. 
There  was  a  distinct  agreement  that  if  d£l25,000,  was  paid,  the  bal- 
ance would  be  taken  in  cotton  on  this  side.  You  are,  therefore,  to 
consider  that  indebtedness  as  settled.  I  am  somewhat  surprised  at 
your  silence  on  this  point,  and  your  complaint  of  want  of  funds  to  carry 
out  purchases. 

I  beg  you  will  without  further  delay  send  a  complete  account  current, 
exhibiting  all  your  purchases  and  expenditures,  with  one  certiiied  copy 
of  each  voucher,  (it  being  considered  impolitic  to  send  originals.) 

The  debt  of  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  being  settled,  permit  me  to  sug- 
gest to  you  the  propriety  of  closing  with  that  house,  and  making  your 
purchases  as  far  as  possible  with  cash,  without  the  intervention  for 
commission ;  or,  if  that  be  unavoidable,  to  select  some  other  house, 
to  be  approved  of  by  Mr.  Slidell  and  Mr.  Mason,  unless  they  specially 
advise  a  continuance  with  Messrs.  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  enter  upon  the  reasons  which  induce  the  suggestion.  I 
have  but  to  urge  upon  you  to  act  upon  it  at  the  earliest  moment. 

The  arms  purchased  and  contracted  for  will  supply  our  wants.  I 
hope  the  saltpeter,  lead,  and  other  stores  will  be  forwarded  in  such 
quantities  as  will  be  needed. 

I  will  write  more  special  instructions  in  a  few  days. 
Very  respecttully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant. 


Major  Caleb  Hfse,  London. 


J.  GOEGAS, 
Colonel,  Chief  of  Ordnance. 


j^rr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seirard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  81.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  22,  1863. 
Sir  :  Eumors  have  been  afloat  for  several  days,  and  referred  to  in  the 
newspapers,  that  another  j)rivateer  is  about  to  sail  from  the  Clyde,  in 
command  of  Captain  Bullock.     I  have  written  a  number  of  letters  to  our 
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consul  at  Glasgow,  to  Mr.  Forbes  ia  Loudon,  and  Minister  Adams  on 
the  subject. 

In  connection  with  these  steamers  and  reports,  I  would  mention  that 
Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  have  been  sending  to  London,  within 
the  past  few  days,  guns,  gun-carriages,  and  equipments,  all  complete 
for  vessels.  Last  night  some  eighteen  tons  of  shot  for  these  guns  were 
also  sent  up  to  London  by  this  firm.  I  haA^e  learned,  this  morning, 
from  a  reliable  source,  that  these  guns  which  have  been  thus  sent, 
were  made  for  the  gun-boat  Alexandra.  You  will  recollect  that  it  was 
this  same  firm  that  made  the  guns  for  the  steamers  Oreto,  now  called 
the  Florida,  and  Alabama ;  those  for  the  iirst-named  steamer  were  sent 
to  "West  Hartlepool,  and  shipped  from  thence  in  the  steamer  Bahama, 
and  those  for  the  Alabama  to  London,  and  thence  shipped  on  the  bark 
Agrippina. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Willi A3I  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Colonel  Gorgas  to  j\[ajor  Hiise. 

Ordnance  Bureau, 

Richmond,  May  23,  18C3. 

Major  :  Itisimportantthattheobjectof  Superintendent  Burton's  mis- 
sion should  be  carried  out  without  delay,  if  possible,  from  want  of  money. 

The  house  of  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  must  be  held  to  the  agreement, 
made  by  their  house  in  Nassau ;  though,  in  Savannah,  Mr.  Ward  was 
cognizant  of  the  whole  transaction,  and  assisted  in  carrying  it  out. 
That  agreement  was,  that  on.  receiving  £125,000  in  cash,  the  remainder 
of  the  debt  due  to  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  should  be  paid  here  in 
cotton. 

The  money  has  been  paid  according  to  that  agreement,  viz:  £75,000 
in  sterling,  sent  to  you,  and  £50,000  in  gold,  receipted  for  by  the  attorney 
of  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.,  Mr.  Batterley,  at  Savannah. 

You  must  not,  therefore,  permit  the  balance  against  you,  in  your  com- 
munication of  the  17th  ultimo,  to  interfere  with  i)urchases  to  be  made, 
that  balance  being  payable  here  in  cotton,  and  being,  in  fact,  but  the 
moiety  of  what  should  have  been  taten  hei-e  in  cotton. 

It  is  probable  that  the  prices  charged  by  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co. 
were  made  with  due  regard  to  risks  incurred  on  our  account  for  articles 
purchased.  This  was  not  only  inevitable  and  just,  but  was  to  us  an 
invaluable  resource. 

Now,  however,  that  the  financial  affairs  of  the  confederacy  abroad 
have  assumed  a  favorable  .aspect,  its  transactions  must  be  conducted  on 
correspondingly  favorable  terms.  It  is  thought  best,  therefore,  that  no 
one  •  house  should  monopolize  the  business  of  the  government,  or  any 
branch  of  it,  but  that  purchases  should  be  made  for  cash,  directly,  of 
parties  who  offer  most  advantage. 

Please  to  take  this  letter  in  connection  with  one  written  to  you  on 
21st  on  this  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GOEGAS, 
Colonel,  Chief  of  Ordinance. 

Major  Caleb  Huse,  London. 


122  GREAT   BRITAIN   THE   ARSENAL,    THE    NAVY    YARD, 

Ml".  Hawley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

]^o.  29.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  May  26, 1803. 
Sir  :  The  governor  evinces  such  a  degree  of  interest  in  the  punctilio  of 
asliing  leave  to  anchor,  as  leads  me  to  suspect  that  he  contemplates 
some  hostile  or  vexatious  measure.  These  visits  of  United  States  men- 
of-war  are  offensive  to  blockade  runners  and  rebels,  whose  humble  ser- 
vant the  governor  willingly  is. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  HAWLEY, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  84.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  29,  1863, 

Sir  :  On  the  28th  instant  I  sent  two  affidavits*  to  Mr.  Adams  in  addi- 
tion to  those  previously  sent  about  the  steamer  Phantom.  Find  inclosed 
copies  marked  3  and 4.  This  vessel  entered  to  load  for  Nassau  on  the  22d 
instant.  E.  L.  Tessier,  captain ;  Eraser,  Treuholm  &  Co.  consignees. 
Captain  Tessier  is  the  same  man  who  took  the  guns  out  on  the  Bahama 
for  the  steamer  Oreto,  and  afterwards  took  out  Captain  Semmes  and  a 
part  of  the  armament  to  the  Alabama.  I  am  informed  that  she  is  to  be 
a  i)rivateer  in  the  rebel  service,  and  will  arm  either  at  this  or  some  other 
port,  most  likely  at  Nassau,  and  cruise  against  our  Government.  She 
started  on  another  trial  trip  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  and  returned  on 
Wednesday.  John  Randolph  Hamilton,  of  the  confederate  navy,  with 
some  of  the  firm  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  Fawcett,  Preston  & 
Co.,  accompanied  her.  It  is  said  she  made  fourteen  knots  ijer  hour. 
She  is  built  of  very  thin  steel  plates,  is  very  light,  draws  but  little 
water,  and  no  doubt  is  very  fast. 

I  have  been  unable,  as  yet,  to  procure  any  evidence  other  than  what 
has  been  disclosed  in  the  affidavits  heretofore  sent  in  and  co])ies  for- 
warded to  the  Department  and  those  now  inclosed. 

They  makfe  out  a  case  of  circumstantial  evidence  against  her;  but 
■while  in  this  country  a  man  can  be  convicted  of  a  capital  crime  upon 
circumstantial  evidence  alone,  in  the  case  of  vessels  fitting  out  as  i^ri- 
vateers  no  amount  of  this  kind  of  testimony  is  taken ;  they  require  posi- 
tive evidence. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

*For  affidavits  of  Henry  Redden  and  Matthew  Maguire,  see  Vol.  II,  p.  242. 
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Mr.  Hmcley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  30.]  United  States  Consul, 

JS^assati,  N'.  P.,  May  30,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  27th  instant  I  received  a 
note  from  the  colonial  secretary,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  marked 
No.  1.    I  have  replied  to  it,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  marked  No.  2. 

I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  governor's  note  to  Eear-Admiral 
Wilkes,  and  shall  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  to  send  one  to 
Commander  Trenchard. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  that  this  communication,  with  the  notes  from  the 
governor  in  relation  to  the  visits  of  the  Ehode  Island  and  Chippewa 
to  this  port,  of  which  I  advised  your  Department  in  dispatches  No.  28 
and  29,  indicate,  in  my  opinion,  that  he  is  seeking  pretexts  for  prohibit- 
ing altogether  visits  of  United  States  men-of-war  to  the  port  of  Nassau. 
I  am  so  deeply  impressed  with  this  view  that  I  would  be  pleased  to  have 
instructions  what  reply  to  make  and  what  to  do,  in  case  the  governor 
should  give  me  notice  of  that  character.  I  think  he  has  been  pressed  to 
take  such  a  step  by  those  iu  interest  and  sympathy  with  the  rebellion. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

S.  C.  HAWLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 
il/r.  N'esbrtt  to.  Mr.  Haicley. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Nassau,  May  27,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  resident  justice  at  Inagua,  having  reported  that  the  United 
States  vessel  of  war  Ehode  Island,  Commander  Trenchard,  without  pre- 
viously communicating  with  the  authorities  of  Inagua,  entered  Matthew- 
town  Eoadstead,  and  anchored  at  about  11  a.  m.  of  the  16th  instant, 
the  governor  has  directed  me  to  communicate  the  same  to  you,  and  to 
express  his  excellency's  great  regret  at  this  marked  discourtesy  on  the 
part  of  an  officer  who  i^erfectly  well  knew  the  tenor  of  the  Queen's 
proclamation. 

His  excellency  desires  me  to  add  that,  if  the  very  reasonable  terms  of 

that  proclamation  are  not  adhered  to,  it  will  be  his  very  unpleasant 

duty,  and  one  which  his  excellency  will  i^erform  with  very  great  regret, 

to  warn  off  all  United  States  vessels  of  war  from  the  ports  of  the  colony. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  NESBITT, 

Colonial  Secretary. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Mr.  Haicley  to  Mr.  Kesbitt. 

United  States  Consulate, 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  May  27,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
this  date,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  state  that  the  "resident  justice 
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at  Inagua,  having  repoi'ted  that  the  United  States  vessel  of  war  llhode 
Island,  Commander  Trenchard, -without  previously  communicating  with 
the  authorities  at  Inagua,  enteredMatthewtownEoadstead,  and  anchored 
about  11  a.  m.,  of  the  16th  instant."  You  further  state  that  the  "  gov- 
ernor has  desired  me  (you)  to  communicate  the  same  to  you,  (me,)  and  to 
express  his  excellency's  great  regret  at  this  marked  discourtesy  on  the 
part  of  an  officer,  who  perfectly  well  knew  the  tenor  of  the  Queen's 
proclamation." 

You  further  state  that  "  his  excellency  desires  me  (you)  to  add  that 
if  the  very  reasonable  terms  of  that  proclamation  are  not  adhered  to, 
it  will  be  his  unpleasant  duty,  and  one  which  his  excellency  will  per- 
form with  very  great  reluctance,  to  warn  off  all  United  States  vessels 
of  war  from  the  ports  of  the  colony." 

Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  inform  his  excellency  that  I  shall  forth- 
with lay  before  the  United  States  Govern  ment  tlie  information  and 
notice  received  as  above,  and  that  the  Government  will  unquestionably 
give  it  due  attention.  And  further,  that  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  earliest 
means  of  advising  Eear  Admiral  Wilkes  of  the  matter? 

I  trust  the  governor  will  not  see  in  the  act  of  Commander  Trenchard 
any  designed  discourtesy  toward  himself,  or  disregard  of  the  authority 
of  Her  Majesty  the  (^ueen,  as  I  am  confident  none  was  intended. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  text  of  the  proclamation  is  as  follows : 
"ISTo  ships  of  war,  or  privateers  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerents, 
shall  be  permitted  to  enter,  &c.,  &c.,  except  by  special  leave  of  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  Bahama  Islands,  or  in  case  of  stress  of  weather."  The 
special  leave  of  the  governor  only  is  mentioned.  Xo  other  or  minor 
officer  or  authority  can  be  intended  from  the  language  of  the  proclamation. 

It  seems  to  methatit  cannot  ci'eate  surprise  that  Commander  Trenchard 
did  not  understand  that  it  was  proper  to  apply  to  a  subordinate  magis- 
trate of  Inagua  to  exercise  a  power  conferred  upon  his  excellency  only. 
I  am  confident  that  if  he  had  supposed  it  proper  to  make  such  an  ap- 
plication to  any  officer  at  Matthewtown,  he  would  have  made  it. 

I  observe,  of  course,  that  j^our  note  assumes  that  "the  authorities  of 
Inagua  should  have  been  previoiisly  applied  to;  but,  to  avoid  all  future 
mistakes,  and  to  enable  me  to  advise  our  cruisers,  I  beg  to  be  informed 
whether  his  excellency  intends  that  the  local  officers  of  the  interior 
islands  shall  exercise  the  power  in  question,  and  if  so,  what  officer  or 
officers  it  will  be  proper  to  apply  to  in  the  several  localities. 

I  wish,  when  transmitting  to  my  Government  the  charges  against 
Commander  Trenchard,  to  send  with  it  the  particular  facts  upon  which 
the  charge  is  founded,  as  set  forth  in  the  resident  justice's  report.  I 
hope  it  will  be  proper  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  for  this  purpose. 

Be  pleased  to  assure  his  excellency  that  I  regret  any  and  every  cir- 
cumstance that  can  properly  tend  to  disturb  the  friendly  relatiens  which 
ought  to  continue  between  England  and  the  United  States,  and  that  my 
best  endeavors  may  be  relied  on  to  prevent  or  cure  any  irregularity  or 
errors  which  may  tend  to  disturb  them. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  HAWLEY. 

C.  E.  Nesbitt,  Esq., 

Colonial  Secretary^  Xassau,  N.  P. 


See  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Adams  and  Lord  Eussell  rela- 
tive to  .the  insurgent  cotton  loan  in  London,  May,  1863,,  Vol.  I,  pp. 
593,  598-600. 
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Colonel  Gorgas  to  Major  Muse. 

War  Department, 
Ordnance  Bureau,  Bichmond,  June,  1863. 

Major  :  Your  letter  of  May  16th  was  duly  received,  and  I  proceed  to 
notice  the  matters  contained  in  it  in  the  order  in  which  they  occur. 

The  j)urchases  as  per  your  list  are  very  opportune,  and  will  be  of  great 
Talue.    I  trust  no  delay  has  arisen  in  forwarding  them  to  Bermuda. 

Your  instructions  will  have  impressed  you  with  the  necessity  of  adding 
large  quantities  of  saltpeter  to  your  list  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Though  hot  immediately  needed,  every  effort  must  be  made  to  accu- 
mulate a  stock  in  this  country.  A  shipment  of  150  to  200  tons  per 
month  would  not  be  too  much.  I  regret  that  your  operations  should 
still  be  embarrassed  through  want  of  funds.  I  cannot  but  think  that 
this  state  of  things  arises  from  the  want  of  adherence  on  the  part  of  S. 
Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  to  the  instructions  transmitted  by  them  to  their 
attorney,  Mr.  Hart,  at  Nassau,  and  conveyed  to  us  through  his  substi- 
tute, Mr.  Battersby,  at  Savannah.  Early  in  February  last  the  latter 
gentleman  presented  himself  here,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Ward,  and  exhib- 
ited his  own  powers  of  attorney.  These  instructions  gave  full  poVer 
to  adjust  the  entire  debt  then  owing  by  you  to  the  house  of.  S.  Isaac, 
Campbell  &  Co.  This  was  known  to  be,  in  round  numbers,  £470,000,  as 
stated  in  your  communication  of  April  19  and  previous  letter.  The 
amount  was  also  understood  by  Mr.  B.  to  be  about  that  sum.  But, 
whether  more  or  less,  his  powers  covered  the  settlement  of  the  debt  as 
it  stood. 

It  was  represented  by  Mr.  Battersby  that  a  certain  sum  in  sterling  or 
gold  was  immediately  necessary,  and  that  on  the  payment  of  this  sum 
the  balance  of  the  indebtedness  would  be  received  in  cotton  on  this 
side.  The  sum  named  was  £125,000.  This  amount  was  immediately 
obtained  and  applied  to  this  purpose,  viz :  £75,000  in  sterling  remitted 
to  you  by  the  secretary  on  the  10th  February  through  Messrs.  John  Fra- 
ser  &  Co.,  and  £50,000  in  gold  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Battersby 
and  receipted  for  by  him  as  the  attorney  of  Messrs.  S.  Isaac,  Campbell 
&  Co.  This  was  regarded  as  a  final  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Messrs.  S.  I.,  C.  &  Co.,  because  the  War  Department  stood  ready  to  ad- 
just the  balance,  as  agreed  upon  by  them,  in  cotton  on  this  side,  on  such 
terms  as  would  certainly  be  satisfactory  to  the  other  party  to  the  agree- 
ment. 

J.  GOEGAS, 
Colonel,  Chief  of  Ordnance. 

Major  Caleb  Huse, 

71  Jermyn  Street,  London,  England. 


Mr.  Spence  to  Mr,  Memminger. 
[Extract.] 

Liverpool,  June  6,  1863. 
Sir  :  Finances. — Captain  Bullock  has  written  from  Paris  that  he  now 
requires  the  £30,000  hqld  for  him,  and  I  have  issued  a  requisition  on  the 
depositaries  in  his  favor. 
This  closes  the  £150,000  received  from  Erlanger  &  Co. 
I  remain,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SPENCE. 
Hon.  C.  G.  Memminger,  Bichmond. 
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If;-.  Mallory  io  Mr.  Memminger. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 

]^avy  Department,  Richmond,  June  12,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  two  secret  acts  of 

Congress  making  appropriations  for  this  department,  approved  April 

18  and  May  1,  1863,  the  latter  amendatory  of  the  former.*  M5^ 

You  will  observe  upon  reference  to  the  act  of  May  1,  that  it  provides 

that  the  $5,200,000  appropriated  by  the  act  of  April  18,  shall  be  paid  in 

sterling  funds  in  Europe  without  deduction  for  exchange.     I  desire  to 

place  this  amount  ($5,200,000)  abroad,  less  the  sum  of  £300,000  drawn 

for  in  my  requisition  of  the  16th  ultimo,  and  respectfully  request  to  be 

informed  how  the  requisition  shall  be  drawn  to  accomplish  this  object. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
Hon.  C.  G.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Elmore.  •■ 

Confederate  States  op  America, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  June  25,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  original  and  duplicates  of  drafts  Nos.  350  and  351,  the 
former  for  £26,000  and  the  latter  for  £38,962  13s.  ■id.,  in  favor  of  Com- 
mander James  D.  Bullock,  on  the  Confederate  States  depositary  in  Liv- 
erpool, inclosed  with  your  letter  of  this  date,  have  been  received,  and 
will  be  transmitted  to  Commander  Bullock. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
E.  C.  Elmore,  Esq., 

Treasurer  Confederate  States. 


Colonel  Gorgas  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 

War  Department,  Ordnance  Bureau, 

Richmond,  June  20, 1863. 
Sir  :  Under  the  directions  of  the  secretary  of  war,  cotton  hereafter 
shipped  on  the  government  steamers  will  be  directed  to  Messrs.  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  treasury  depositaries  at  Livei'pool,  the  proceeds  of  sales 
to  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  Major  Caleb  Huse,  and  subject  to  his  draft. 
Instructions  will  be  given  to  agents  attending  to  shipments  to  carry  out 
these  directions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  ask  that  you  will  give  such  orders  as  will  enable 
Major  Huse  to  draw  for  and  receive  the  proceeds  of  cotton  thus  shijjped. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•   J.  GOEGAS,  Colonel. 
Hon.  C.  G.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

*  See  ante  page  118. 
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Mr.  Hawleij  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

No.  37.J  Washington,  June  27, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  attention  to  the  practice  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  authorities  of  the  Bahamas,  in  relation  to  clearing  vessels 
engaged  in  running  the  blockade.  Prom  the  beginning  of  that  busi- 
ness, tbe  officers  of  customs  at  Nassau  have  granted  to  steamers,  loaded* 
and  bound  for  Charleston  and  "Wilmington,  clearances  as  for  St.  Johns, 
New  Brunswick.  These  false  papers  are  calculated  to  convey  the  idea 
to  United  States  cruisers  that  the  voyage  is  lawful,  and  the  vessel  and 
cargo  not  subject  to  capture.  The  customs  officers  and  all  the  officials 
of  the  colony  know  that  they  are  not  bound  for  St.  Johns  but  for  Charles- 
ton or  Wilmington.  The  vessels,  unless  captured  or  destroyed,  in  much 
less  time  than  is  required  to  make  a  voyage  to  St.  Johns  return,  and 
enter  at  the  custom-house  at  Nassau  cargoes  of  cotton  and  turpentine^ 
and  bring  passengers,  papers,  and  mail  from  the  States  in  rebellion. 

This  complicity  between  the  colonial  authorities  and  blockade  run- 
ners is  marked  by  the  transparent  pretense  above  explained,  to  carry 
out  which  the  clearance  or  departure  of  the  vessels  is  announced  in  the 
official  gazette,  the  Nassau  Guardian,  giving  the  names  of  the  vessels 
"  cleared  for  St.  Johns,"  but  there  is  not  an  official  or  private  person  in 
the  Bahamas  who  does  not  know  that  the  ship's  papers  are  simulated, 
and  the  publication  untrue. 

This  practice  involves,  necessarily,  in  each  voyage  a  violation  of  the 
laws  of  the  colony  by  the  blockade  runners,  and  an  evasion  of  duty,  if 
not  a  violation  of  law,  by  the  officers  of  customs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

S.  C.  HAWLEY, 
United  States  Consul,  Nassau,  JV.  P. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


2[r.  2Iemminger  to  Colonel  Gorgas. 

Treasury  Department, 

Richmond,  June  29,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  26th  instant  as  to  shipment  of  cotton  to 
Europe  for  the  use  of  the  war  department,  asking  that  our  depositaries 
be  instructed  to   allow  Major  Huse  to  draw  for  proceeds  of  same,  has 
been  received. 

In  reply  thereto  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  inclosed 
copies  of  letters  of  March  28  and  May  29  ultimo,  to  Messrs.  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  depositaries  of  the  treasury  at  Liverpool,  England. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  G.  MEMMINGER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Colonel  J.  Gorgas, 

Chief  of  Ordnance. 

*  See  ante  page  58. 
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[Inclosure  No..  1] 

3Ir.  Memminger  to  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenliohn  &  Co. 

Treastjky  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  March  28,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  appointed  Mr.  Lewis  Heyliger  a  depositary  of  the 
treasury  at  Nassau,  New  Providence;  and  Colonel  Norman  S.  Walker  a 
depositary  at  Bermuda.  These  gentlemen  will  have  occasion  to  for- 
ward to  you  shipments  of  cotton  on  account  of  this  department,  and  to 
draw  on  you  for  funds  to  iDay  expenses  of  the  vessels  and  to  make  pur- 
chases of  return  cargoes  of  such  articles  as  may  be  found  at  their 
respective  ports. 

You  will  please  honor  their  drafts  from  any  funds  in  your  hands  at 
the  credit  of  this  department,  and  charge  the  same  in  your  account. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  government  from  time  to  time  to  ship  to  you, 
by  way  of  Nassau  and  Bermuda,  cargoes  of  cotton  as  opportunities  may 
occur ;  and  our  necessity  requires  the  application  of  the  sales  of  cotton 
before  we  could  receive  advices  of  the  sales,  and  draw  on  you  for  the 
proceeds.  To  meet  this  state  of  things,  you  are  authorized  to  pay  over 
to  the  order  of  Major  Caleb  Huse  the  net  proceeds,  after  reserving 
enough  to  pay  all  bills  drawn  on  you  by  either  of  the  depositaries  above 
named.  You  will  please  send  with  your  account  to  department  the 
receipt  of  Major  Huse,  on  which  we  may  charge  his  account. 
Eespectfully, 

C.  G.  MEMMINGER, 


Official: 


Messrs.  Feaser,  Trenholm  «Se  Co., 

Liverpool,  Great  Britain. 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

THOS.  L.  BAYNB, 

Major. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Mr.  Memminger  to  Messrs,  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 

Treasury  Department, 

Richmond,  May  29,  1863. 
Sirs.:  I  am  informed  by  the  secretary  of  war  that  he  proposes  making 
shipments  of  cotton,  by  government  vessels,  to  Nassau  and  Bermuda, 
which  will  be  shipped  there  consigned  to  you  in  the  English  market. 

These  shipments,  being  made  on  account  of  that  department,  are  out- 
side of  the  treasury,  and  the  account  for  them  will  be  kept  separate  from 
your  account  as  depositary,  and  will  be  rendered  to  the  secretary  of  war. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  G.  MBMMINGEE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Official : 

THOS.  L.  BAYNE, 
Major,  on  duty  with  Chief  of  Ordnance. 
Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co., 

Liver;pool,  Great  Britain. 
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Commander  Bullock  to  Mr.  Elmore.* 

Liverpool,  July  3, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  May  22,  1863, 
inclosing  draft  Ko.  308,  on  navy  warrant  No.  291,  on  Messrs.  Fraser, 
Trenliolm  &  Co.,  depositaries,  &c.,  for  £300,000  in  my  favor. 

Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  inform  me  tbat  they  have  no  funds 
to  meet  the  draft.  Whenever  they  are  in  a  position  to  honor  it,  1  will 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  money  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  BULLOCK, 
Commander  Confederate  States  Navy. 
E.  C.  Elmore,  Esq., 

Treasurer  Confederate  States. 


Mr.  Spence  to  Mr.  Memminger. 
[Extract.] 

Liverpool,  July  i,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  result  of  the  trial  of  the  Alexandra  is  a  great  victory,  for  the 
law  as  laid  down  by  the  lord  chief  baron  is  such  as  will  enable  all  the 
vessels  building  to  get  away.  The  government  may  appeal — it  is  their 
duty,  I  think,  to  do  so — ^but  they  will  not  attempt  any  similar  seizure 
in  the  interim,  and  any  appeal  is  likely  to  result  in  confirming  the  law, 
which  is  that  in  order  to  constitute  a  wrongful  "  intent "  that  intent 
must  be  to  use  or  employ  the  ship  for  hostile  purposes  and  not  mgrely 
to  sell  her  or  buUd  her  to  order. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SPENCB. 
Hon.  C.  G.  Memminger,  Bichnond. 


Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  to  Major  Muse. 

Liverpool,  July  7, 1863. 
Dear  Sir  :  At  the  request  contained  in  your  favor  of  the  1st,  we  beg 
to  hand  you  the  following  copies  of  your  account  current  with  us  to  date, 
{30th  June,)  from  May,  1861,  to  March,  1862 ;  April,  1862,  to  June,  1862 ; 
July,  1862,  to  November,  1862 ;  November,  1862,  to  December,  1862 ; 
December,  1862,  to  June,  1863. 

"We  regret  to  state  that  we  can  give  you  no  information  respecting  the 
two  entries  of  the  23d  and  28th  June,  1862,  of  £579  12s.  and  £79  Os.  M. 
They  were  simple  orders  payable  "  to  self  or  order,"  one  being  indorsed 
S.  Isaac,  the  other  without  any  indorsement. 

We  have  requested  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  to  furnish  us  with 
copies  of  their  accounts,  but  we  have  not  yet  received  them.  We  hope 
to  do  so  to-m(^rrow. 

We  remain,  dear  sir,  yours,  very  truly, 

FRASER,  TRENHOLM  &  CO. 
P.  W.  H.  Y. 
Major  Caleb  Huse,  London. 

p.  s. — We  refer  you  to  the  inclosed  extract  from  a  letter  we  have  just 
received  from  Mr.  N.  S.  Walker,  Bermuda. 

*  See  letter  from  Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger,  ante,  page  126. 
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Mr.  Myland  to  Mr,  Seioard. 

No.  82.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  August  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  houor  to  report  the  following  arrivals  at  this  port : 
On  the  30th  July,  steamer  Mail  from  Cork,  bound  for  I^assau,  was  sup- 
plied with  coal,  and  proceeded  on  her  voyage  on  the  4th  instant.  Brig 
Levant  and  bark  Harkaway,  from  Liverpool,  with  provisions  and  mer- 
chandise for  agents  of  the  rebel  States.  On  the  3d  instant,  steamer 
Juno,  with  cargo  of  merchandise  and  hardware  for  tbe  same;  steamer 
Fanny  and  Jessie,  from  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  for  Nassau,  is  repairing 
machinery,  and  will  sail  in  a  few  days;  steamer  Don,  from  London,  with 
merchandise  for  merchants  here,  and  also  for  rebel  agents;  the  steamer 
Gibraltar,  late  Sumter,  from  Liverpool,  with  hardware,  Jead,  shot,  and 
shell,  arrived  on  the  1st  instant,  and  is  transferring  her  cargo,  or  a 
portion  of  it,  to  other  steamers;  she  is  bark-rigged,  and  has  all  the 
appearance  of  a  gunboat.  On  the  4th  instant,  the  British  screw-steamer 
Florida,  with  1,000  tons  of  coal  from  Nassau,  arrived,  and  is  supplying 
the  other  steamers;  and  yesterday  a  large  bark,  from  Wales,  also  arrived, 
with  a  similar  cargo  for  confederate  agents.  There  are  at  this  moment 
nine  steamers  loading,  and  will  sail  in  a  few  days  for  Wilmington. 
Other  agents  from  the  Southern  States  are  establishing  themselves 
here,  and  making  preparations  for  an  extensive  import  and  export 
business. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  0.  J.  HYLAND,  Vice- Consul. 

The  Secretary  of  State, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Heyliger  to  Colonel  Myers. 
[Extract.] 

Nassau,  Nevv^  Providence, 

August  13,  1863. 
Sir  :  Major  R.  P.  Waller  arrived  here  on  the  10th  instant,  and  handed 
me  your  communication  of  the  22d  ultimo.  I  had  already  determined 
to  send  on  all  the  quartermasters'  stores  by  the  first  steamer  of  the 
Crenshaw  line,  and  have  accordingly  shipped  276  packages  by  the  Hebe, 
as  per  statement  below,  which,  with  the  exception  of  one  case' of  buttons^ 
comprise  all  the  stores  here  for  your  department.  Bill  of  lading  goes  ta 
Mr.  J.  M.  Seixas,  Wilmington. 

Major  Waller  has  made,  a  purchase  of  21  bales  blankets  at  cost, 
amounting  to  £674  2s.,  settlement  to  be  made  either  here  or  at  home. 
These  are  likewise  on  board  of  the  Hebe. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  extend  to  Major  Waller  every  assist- 
ance in  my  power. 

Purchases  of  needful  supplies  can  be  made  here  and  in  Havana,  and 
I  refer  you  to  him  for  further  information. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  HEYLIGER, 

Government  Agent. 
Colonel  A.  C.  Myers; 

Quartermaster  General,  Richmond. 
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Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr.  Mallory.* 

EiCHMOND,  August  17,  1863. 
SiE :  Herewitli  I  hand  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Fraser,. 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  Confederate  States  depositaries,  dated  July  2, 1863,  in 
relation  to  their  non-pavment  of  draft  for  £300,000  in  favor  of  Captain 
Bullock. 

Eespectfullv, 

C.  G.  MEMMINGEE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  S.  E.  Malloey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  24, 1863. 
Gives  information  as  to  vessels  of  war  then  building  for  the  insur- 
gents in  Great  Britain.     (A.  C,  Vol.  I.,  p.  654.) 


Colonel  Gorgas  to  Major  Huse. 

CONFEDEEATE  STATES  OF  AMEEIOA, 

Wae  Depaetjient,  Ordnance  Office, 

Bichmond,  August  25,  1863. 
SiE  :  It  appears  from  your  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo  that  the  debt  to 
S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  has  been  settled.  You  can  have  no  further 
use,  then,  for  the  $2,000,000  worth  of  bonds  sent  out  to  you  by  Major 
Walker,  and  as  they  can  be  used  here,  I  must  beg  of  you  to  return  them 
to  me  by  special  messenger,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 
Your  obedient  servant,  respectfully, 

J.  GOEGAS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnance. 
Major  Caleb  Huse,  London. 


Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr.  Mallory, 

EiCHMOND,  Sejatemher  8,  1863. 

SiE :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  yesterday,  asking  when  the  cotton 
certificates  can  be  delivered,  I  would  state  that  the  two  millions  ordered 
by  you  have  been  prepared,  and  will  be  delivered  to  the  treasurer  to-day. 
The  plan  upon  which  they  are  issued  is  to  have  them  countersigned  at 
the  depositary  at  Liverpool,  so  as  to  guard  against  loss  by  the  war. 

The  treasurer  will  be  directed  to  deliver  them  to  any  person  whom 
you  may  designate  as  agent  to  take  them  to  the  depositary  at  Liverpool, 

*  See  letter  from  Commander  Bullock  to  Mr.  Elmore,  ante,  page  129. 
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and  the  depositary  there  will  be  directed  to  deliver  them  to  Captain 
Bulloch  in  conformity  with  the  requisition. 

Please  let  me  know  when  you  would  desire  to  remit  more  of  the 
certificates. 

Very  respectfuUv, 

0.  G.  MEMMINGER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 
Navy  Department,  Richmond,  September  12,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  my  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  I  had  the  honor  to  ask  the 
name  of  your  depositary  in  Liverpool,  and  also  to  request  that  you 
would  instruct  him  to  countersign  the  cotton  certificates  to  M'hich  it 
refers  upon  the  application  of  Commander  Bullock. 

Your  letter  of  the  11th  informs  me  that  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  are 
your  depositaries.  Please  inform  me  whether  you  will  instruct  them  as 
requested. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  C.  G.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  Messrs.  Memminger,  Seddon,  and  Mallory. 

Department  of  State, 

Richmond,  September  15,  1863. 

Gentlemen  :  Haviug  examined,  at  the  request  of  the  president,  the 
facts  connected  with  the  present  mode  of  conducting  in  foreign  countries 
the  business  of  the  various  departments,  with  the  view  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  confusion  and  embarrassment  resulting  from  the  independent 
action  of  their  different  agents,  by  placing  the  whole  subject  under  the 
control  of  a  common  chief,  I  now  reduce  to  writing  the  result  of  our 
conferences,  that  there  may  be  no  room  for  mistake. 

I  understand  that  besides  the  funds  subject  to  the  order  of  the  treas- 
ury department  there  are  funds  subject  to  the  control  of  the  war  and 
navy  departments  separately,  and  of  which  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  has  no  control.  These  funds  arise  from  the  following  course 
of  business :  Congress  appropriates  certain  sums  for  the  purchase  of 
army  and  navy  supplies,  which  can  only  be  procured  abroad ;  when 
requisitions  are  made  on  the  treasury  for  these  appropriations,  they  are 
paid  by  treasury  notes,  which  cannot  be  used  abroad  for  the  purchases 
required.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  war  and  navy  departments 
have  been  compelled  to  devise  means  for  converting  these  treasury 
notes  into  foreign  funds,  and  have  therefore  purchased,  with  the  treasury 
notes,  steamships  and  cotton,  and  have  exported  the  cotton,  which  has 
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been  sold  for  account  of  those  departments,  and  the  proceeds  accruing 
to  the  war  department  placed  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm 
&  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  to  be  held  subject  to  the  order  of  Major  Huse,  and 
these  funds  have  hitherto  been  drawn  by  Major  Huse,  as  agent  of  the 
war  department,  for  the  needs  of  its  service. 

The  navy  department  has  placed  its  funds  with  Fraser,  Trenholm-  &  • 
Co.  to  the  credit  of  Commander  Bullock,  for  the  service  of  that  depart- 
ment. 

The  treasury  department  has  for  its  depositary  not  only  Messrs.  Fraser 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  but  Colin  J.  McEae,  esq.,  in  Paris. 

The  agent  for  the  ordnance  bureau  of  the  war  department  has  made 
large  contracts  for  necessary  supplies,  and  the  ofQcers  of  the  navy  for 
the  building  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  these  contracts  frequently  require 
payments  beyond  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  government. 

Major  Huse  has  on  different  occasions  undertaken  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility to  raise  money  by  the  sale  or  pledge  of  bonds  and  cotton  certifi- 
cates, and  some  of  the  navy  officers  have,  with  the  sanction  of  our 
commissioner  in  England,  made  similar  contracts,  and  have  thus  become 
competitors  with  each  other  in  the  market,  to  the  injury  of  the  service 
and  of  the  public  credit,  and  it  is  necessary  now  to  devise  means  for  a 
more  regular  conduct  of  the  business  hereafter. 

It  is  proposed  therefore,  by  your  common  consent  and  with  the  approval 
of  the  president,  that  Mr.  McRae,  the  depositary  of  the  treasury  at 
Paris,  be  vested  with  certain  powers  over  the  whole  subject ;  that  he  be 
instructed  as  hereinafter  set  forth,  and  that  the  business  henceforth  be 
conducted  as  follows : 

1.  The  treasury  department  shall  keep  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Fraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.  all  the  money  wanted  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
service  of  the  government,  and  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  McRae  all  that  is  dis- 
posable for  the  war  and  navy  departments,  so  that  no  drafts  or  war- 
rants will  issue  from  the  treasury  iu  favor  of  the  war  or  navy  depart- 
ment on  any  other  depositary  than  Mr.  McEae,  who  will  thus  have 
control  of  the  apportionment  of  the  funds  deposited  with  him,  if  at  any 
time  the  funds  in  his  hands  prove  insufttcient  to  meet  all  demands 
against  the  government. 

2.  Funds  will  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  different  bureaus  of  the 
war  department  in  the  hands  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  remain 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  war  department  but  the  secretary  of  war 
will  send  authority  to  Mr.  McEae,  empowering  him  in  case  of  necessity 
to  transfer  any  balance  from  one  account  to  another,  so  as  to  meet  the 
pressing  needs  of  one  bureau  by  using  any  surplus  not  immediately 
required  by  another. 

3.  The  funds  of  the  navy  department  will  be  subject  to  its  own  con- 
trol, as  heretofore,  in  the  hands  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 

4.  The  secretaries  of  war  and  navy  will  order  their  agents  abroad  to 
furnish  Mr.  McEae  immediately  with  an  abstract  of  all  contracts  here- 
tofore made  by  them,  exhibiting  the  amounts  to  be  paid  on  them  and 
the  dates  at  which  the  payments  fall  due.  These  agents  will  also  be 
instructed,  as  fast  as  any  contract  is  made  hereafter,  to  furnish  Mr. 
McEae  with  an  abstract  of  it.  The  secretaries  will  also  instruct  Messrs. 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  to  furnish  Mr.  McEae,  as  often  as  required, 
with  a  statement  of  the  balances  in  their  hands  to  the  credit  of  the  dif- 
ferent bureaus  and  departments,  and  will  further  direct  these  bankers, 
whenever  unable  to  meet  all  the  demands  made  on  them  in  behalf  of 
the  government  agents,  to  apportion  the  sums  in  their  hands  according 
to  the  directions  of  Mr.  McEae. 
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5.  All  the  agents  of  the  war  and  navy  departments  will  be  ordered  at 
once  to  deliver  over  to  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholin  &  Co.  all  bonds,  cotton 
certificates,  and  other  government  securities  in  their  hands,  and  will  be 
prohibited  from  selling  or  pledging  such  bonds,  certificates,  or  securi- 
ties, in  any  manner.  Such  sale  or  pledge  shall  only  be  made,  when 
made  at  all,  by  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  in  England,  or  by  Mr. 
McEae,  on  the  Continent.  If  any  of  these  bonds,  certificates,  or  secu- 
rities are  now  pledged,  Mr.  McEae  will  be  instructed  to  redeem  them 
as  soon  as  practicable  by  payment  of  the  advances  due  on  them. 

6,  It  is  understood  that  the  cotton  certificates  for  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, issued  under  the  direction  of  the  president  to  meet  the  appropri- 
ation made  by  congress  for  the  building  of  ships  for  the  navy,  are  to 
be  deposited  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy  with  Mr.  McEae,  and  are 
not  to  be  put  on  the  market  by  any  agent  of  the  navy  department, 
but  remain  at  the  disposal  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  to  be  given  in  pay- 
ment to  contractors  who  may  agree  to  receive  them  for  ships  to  be  built 
under  said  act  of  congress. 

If  the  above  statement  is  correct,  please  write  your  approval  at  the 
foot  of  this  letter,  and  I  will  furnish  you  a  copy  of  it. 
Yours,  very  respectfuUv, 

J.  P.  BEXJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Messrs.  C.  G.  Memmingee,  J.  A.  Seddon,  S.  E.  Max,loey. 

Approved.: 

C.  G.  MBMMINGEE. 
JAMES  A.  SEDDON. 
S.  E.  MALLOEY. 


3Ir.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  151.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  September  16, 1863. 

Sir  :  Ninety  of  the  crew  from  the  pirate  Florida  arrived  here  on 
Sunday  last.  They  came  from  Brest,  by  way  of  Cardiff.  They  state 
that  Captain  Maffltt  gave  them  $25  apiece  before  leaving  the  ship,  and 
the  paymaster,  John  E.  Davis,  gave  each  a  discharge,  with  a  statement 
of  what  was  due,  which  was  to  be  paid  them  in  Liverpool.  They  have 
been  to  the  ofBce  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  but  have  not  as  yet  re- 
ceived their  money. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


THOS.  H.  DUDLEY. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

^Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Stringer  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Mercantile  Trading  Company,  Limited, 

3,  Alderman's  Walk,  E.  C, 

London,  September  16,  1863. 
Dear  Sir  :  In  the  month  of  July  last  this  company  entered  into  an 
agreenjent  with  Major  Caleb  Huse,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  Confederate 
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States  of  America,  to  make  certain  advances  of  money,  as  will  be  seen  bj^ 
the  copy  of  the  informal  preliminary  agreement  herewith,  it  being  under- 
stood that  Major  Huse's  authority  to  bind  his  government  should  be 
satisfactory  to  the  solicitor  of  our  company  before  the  execution  of  a 
more  formal  contract  by  the  parties. 

Major  Huse  was  very  anxious  to  send  out  immediately  some  salt- 
peter, and  not  doubting  that  his  powers  were  all  right,  we  entered,  on 
the  very  day  of  the  signing  of  the  informal  contract,  into  the  active 
execution  of  it,  by  advancing  him  £20,000  on  saltpeter,  to  be  sent  to 
Wilmington  via  Bermuda.  Preparatory  to  drawing  up  the  formal  con- 
tract we  called  on  Major  Huse  to  exhibit  his  powers,  that  they  might  be 
laid  before  our  solicitor,  and  in  reply  to  our  request  he  produced  cer- 
tain extracts  from  letters  dating  back  as  far  as  the  spring  of  1861, 
under  which  he  had  acted  in  the  large  operations  he  had  hitherto  con- 
ducted on  account  of  the  Confederate  States  government.  Our  solicitor 
did  not  deem  these  extracts  of  letters  a  sufficient  authority,  and  directed 
us  to  ask  Major  Huse  for  additional  evidence.  He  thought  that  as  the 
confederate  government  had  sanctioned  all  his  previous  acts,  it  was  fair 
to  presume  they  would  ratify  this  arrangement  also ;  but  that  it  was 
necessary  to  know  from  him  whether  any  of  these  original  jiowers  were 
withdrawn,  as  we  had  heard  of  the  failure  of  the  contract  made-by 
him  in  France  owing  to  the  allegation  that  he  had  not  the  requisite 
Ijowers.  To  this  request  Major  Huse  replied  that  there  had  been  no 
change  in  his  authority  to  act  in  full  for  the  confederate  government. 

Xot  feeling  satisfied  with  this,  and  learning  that  he  had  in  some  way 
been  associated  with  Captain  W.  G.  Crenshaw  in  supplying  the  gov- 
ernment, we  aijplied  to  the  latter  gentleman  for  information,  if  he  felt 
at  liberty  to  grant  it  to  us.  The  result  was  that  we  learned  that,  by 
recent  order  of  the  war  department.  Major  Huse's  authority  was  now 
limited  to  the  supply  of  ordnance  stores,  or,  in  other  words,  to  contra- 
hand  of  war,  and  these  to  be  sent  forward  hy  government  vessels. 
On  getting  this  information  we  declined  going  on  with  the  contract 
until  the  confederate  government  should  ratify  the  same.  Major  Huse 
then  addressed  the  company  a  threatenmg  note,  stating  that  he  had  no 
doubt  the  government  would  take  redress  into  their  own  hands ;  mean- 
ing, we  presume,  that  they  would  not  pay  for  the  saltpeter,  or  would 
seize  our  ships  when  within  their  power. 

Our  object  in  addressing  you  is  to  say  that  we  want  to  give  the  gov- 
ernment the  saltpeter,  on  being  paid  for  the  same  the  cost,  and  such 
other  compensation  as  they  may  deem  just  and  right. 
Very  truly, 

EDGAE  P.  STEIlSrGEE, 

Managing  Director. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason. 

P.  S. — The  saltpeter  has  been  stored  at  Bermuda  to  await  further  in- 
structions. If  you  could  feel  free  to  assure  us  that  the  confederate 
government  would  pay  for  the  same  in  any  equitable  way,  we  will 
gladly  order  it  forward  in  our  ships  to  "Wilmington ;  but  having  Major 
Huse's  threat  over  us,  we  do  not  feel  justified  in  sending  it  into  Wil- 
mington without  some  such  assurance.  We  earnestly  desire  to  give 
them  the  saltpeter,  knowing  that  it  is  much  wanted,  but  our  share- 
holders would  censure  us  were  we  to  do  so  without  having  some  assur- 
ance to  offset  the  aforesaid  threat  of  Major  Huse.  I  trust  you  will  be 
able  to  help  us  in  our  dilemma. 
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[Inclosure.] 

3  Alderman's  Walk,  London,  July  23,  1863. 

Memorandum  of  agreement  between  Major  Huse  and  the  Mercantile 
Trading  Company,  limited : 

No.  1.  £150,000  advance  to  be  made  Major  Huse  for  purchase  of  goods, 
this  amount  to  be  extended  to  £300,000,  but  not  exceeding  £200,000  at 
any  one  time  outstanding,  except  by  subsequent  arrangement. 

No.  2.  Erased. 

No.  3.  The  shipment  to  be  made  from  this  country  by  the  company 
via  Bermuda,  Nassau,  or  Havana.  If  required  by  Major  Huse,  several 
cargoes  to  be  delivered  at  Matamoras. 

No.  4.  That  Major  Huse  give  his  acceptance  for  the  amount  of  each 
shipment  as  it  takes  place,  with  the  charges  added  to  the  invoice. 

No.  5.  That  the  confederate  government  have  two-thirds  cargo  space 
in  each  vessel ;  the  company  one-third  each  way. 

No.  6.  That  the  confederate  government  insure  the  entire  ship  from 
war  rist,  value  declared  on  sailing,  reducing  value  after  four  months 
by  10  per  cent,  each  voyage. 

No.  7.  That  the  freight  be  fixed  at  £20  per  ton,  from  England  into 
the  confederacy,  payable  in  cotton  at  5d.  per  pound  sterling,  free  on 
board. 

No.  8.  That  the  steamer  be  approved  by  Major  Huse,  between  the 
neutral  port  and  the  confederacy. 

No.  9.  The  captains  of  the  steamers  to  be  approved  by  Major  Huse. 
Pilots  to  be  approved  by  the  company's  agents  at  the  ports. 

No.  10.  That  the  cotton  received  from  the  Confederate  States  be 
consigned  to  the  company's  agency  in  Liverpool,  who  will,  upon  the 
payment  of  £20  per  ton  freight,  render  account  sales,  deducting  the 
acceptance  given  by  Majot  Huse.  That  the  company  charge  the  usual 
commission,  say  2 J  per  cent,  on  the  consignment. 

No.  11.  That  the  company  charge  20  per  cent,  on  the  advance. 

It  is  understood  that  this  agreement  is  entered  into  by  the  Mercantile 
Trading  Company,  limited,  by  Edgar  P.  Stringer,  managing  director, 
and  Major  Huse  on  behalf  of  the  confederate  government,  the  further 
details  to  be  arranged  next  week. 

EDGAE  P.  STEINGEE. 
CALEB  HUSE. 

Witness:  W.  H.  Peatt. 

July  22,  1863. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  97.]  United  States  Consulate, 

London,  September  16, 1863. 
Sir:  As  you  no  doubt  learned  by  the  mail  of  last  Saturday,  the 
two  iron-plated  rams  built  by  the  Lairds  have  been  detained  by  the 
British  government  for  examination.  Whether  evidence  enough  can 
be  produced  to  condemn  them  on,  remains  to  be  seen  when  the  trial 
comes  on. 
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The  difficulty  of  obtaining  evidence,  "where  all  who  have  any  knowl- 
edge on  the  subject  so  strongly  sympathize  with  the  rebels,  is  very 
great. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOESE, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State, 


]\rr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

;No.  152.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  Septeriiber  18, 1863. 
SiK :  The  men  here  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  Florida  have 
not  yet  been  paid;  they  begin  to  get  restive.  They  brought  a  letter  from 
Captain  Maffitt  to  Captain  Bullock.  This  letter  was  brought  to  my 
oflice,  and  I  was  permitted  to  make  a  copy,  which  is  inclosed,  marked 
"  'So.  5."  I  sent  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  another  to  Mr. 
Dayton,  at  Paris. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure.] 

Commander  Maffitt  to  Captain  BullocJc. 

Xo.  5.]     ■    Confederate  States  Steamer  Florida, 

Brest,  Sepiemier  3, 1863. 

Sib  :  Herewith  I  send  you  a  list  of  men  discharged  from  the  Florida^ 

with  their  accounts  and  discharges.    Many  of  them  have  asked  for 

transfers,  and  others  for  reference  to  you  or  to  a  confederate  agent.    I 

would  request  you  to  provide  them  situations  in  the  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant,. 

J.  N.  MAFFITT, 
Commander  Confederate  States  Navy. 
Captain  J.  D.  Bullock, 

Confederate  States  Navy,  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Department  of  State,  Richmond,  September  18, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  you  of  15th 
instant,  as  agreed  on,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  president  has  approved 
the  arrangements  itherein  made,  and  has  so  instructed  Mr.  McEae.    It 


138     GREAT  BRITAIN  THE  ARSENAL,  THE  NAVY  YARD, 

will,  therefore,  be  necessary  that  you  send  abroad  the  instructions  to 

your  agents,  that  are  rendered  requisite  by  these  arrangements,  as 

promptly  as  possible..  , 

I  am,  yours,  very  respectfully, 


Hon.  C.  G.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Mason  to  Mr.  Stringer. 

London,  September  19,  18G3. 

Sir  :  I  have  I'eceived  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  with  its  inclos- 
nres,  being  the  memorandum  of  agreement  between  Major  Huse  and 
the  "Mercantile  Trading  Company." 

I  am  not  aware  of  the  extent  of  Major  Huse's  authority  in  the  matter 
to  which  your  letter  refers,  but  I  know  that,  as  an  officer  of  the  govern- 
ment, be  has  exercised  large  powers  in  sending  forward  supplies,  and  in 
doing  so  has  had  the  sanction  and  approbation  of  the  war  department. 
Thus,  in  regard  to  the  saltpeter  which  you  state  has  been  sent  forward 
by  your  company  under  a  contract  with  Major  Huse,  I  feel  fully  author- 
ized to  assure  you  that  it  will  be  taken  by  the  government  on  the  terms 
mentioned  in  your  letter,  as  on  those  of  the  contract  referred  to  ;  the 
better  to  insure  which,  I  return  your  letter  with  its  inclosures,  as  the 
papers  to  which  this  refers,  (identified  by  my  initials,)  so  that  you  can 
-send  them,  with  this  letter,  to  the  government  when  the  saltpeter  is 
shipped. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  MASON. 

Edgar  P.  Stringer,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seddon  to  Mr.  McBae. 

[Extract.] 

Confederate  States  op  America, 

War  Department,  liichmond,  Septeniber  26,  1863. 

Sir  :  After  longer  delay  than  I  had  anticipated,  resulting  from  the 
•engrossing  duties  cast,  by  recent  events,  on  the  president  and  the 
department,  the  plan  which  in  my  last  I  suggested  as  likely  to  be 
adopted,  to  remedy  the  embarrassments  resulting  from  the  conflicting 
demands  and  dissentious  of  the  several  purchasing  agents  of  the  depart- 
ment abroad,  has  been  consummated. 

With  this  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  an  arrangement  proposed,  at  the 
instance  of  the  president,  by  Mr.  Benjamin  (the  secretary  of  state)  to 
the  secretaries  of  the  treasury  and  navy  and  myself,  and  approved  by 
all,  for  the  future  management  of  the  financial  disbursements  of  each 
abroad. 

By  that  you  will  observe  you  are  made  the  sole  agent  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  securities,  and  likewise  empowered,  in  case  of  need,  to  make 
apportionment  of  funds  at  command  among  the  different  agents  of  this 
department. 
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In  one  respect  some  deviation  from  tliis  system  is  inevitable. 

Eunning  steamers  to  the  islands,  the  expenses  incurred  by  them  have 
to  be  met  there  by  drafts,  and  sometimes  it  happens  that  special  pur- 
chases, for  which  the  bureau  ordering  cannot  wait  a  return  from  Europe, 
have  to  be  made  there.  To  meet  these  drafts  have  to  be  drawn  there, 
either  by  Mr.  Korman  Walker  at  Bermuda,  or  Mr.  Heyliger  at  Nassau, 
(commercial  agents  and  likewise  depositaries  of  the  treasury,)  on  the 
cotton  forwarded  to  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  The  drafts  it  is 
necessary  should  be  honored,  and  you  can  direct  Messrs.  Eraser,  Tren- 
holm &  Co.,  according  to  the  advices  forwarded  them  of  the  purposes 
for  which  they  are  drawn,  to  charge  them  against  the  proceeds  of  the 
cotton  sent  by  the  respective  bureaus.  There  is  the  less  objection  to 
this,  as  the  drafts  on  account  of  the  steamers  are  in  the  nature  of  charges 
for  forwarding,  and  purchases,  when  made  at  the  islands,  are  only  for 
pressing  necessities. 

Very  cordially,  vours, 

ja:mes  a.  seddox. 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  Colin  J.  McEae, 

Commissioner,  &c.,  Paris. 


Major  Bayne  to  Mr.  Seixas. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Department,  Ordnance  Office, 

Biclimond,  September  29,  1863. 
Sir  :  Inclosed  find  letter  of  quartermaster  general  to  Mr.  Heyliger, 
which  please  read  and  forward.  You  will  find  that  I  have  promised 
the  quartermaster  general  to  place  1,000  bales  of  cotton  at  Nassau  for 
account  of  his  department  by  1st  January  next.  T  rely  on  you  to  make 
good  the  promise.  The  wants  of  the  quartermaster  general  are  at  Nas- 
sau, not  Bermuda,  and  you  will  be  guided  accordingly. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  BAYNE, 

Major,  &c. 
J.  W.  Seixas,  Esq., 

Wilmington,  Xorth  Carolina. 

Telegram  to  Mr.  Seixas  to-day,  December  3,  to  increase  shipments 
for  quartermaster  and  mining  bureaus  to  Nassau. 

THOS.  L.  BAYNE, 
'  Major. 


Mr.  Heyliger  to  General  Lawton. 

Nassau,  October  29,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  advise  you  that  I  have  thus  far  drawn  the  following 
bills  of  exchange  on  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  to  pay 
for  purchases  made  by  Major  E.  P.  Waller : 

October  16,  No.  15,  favor  E.  Zacheisson £920  13  4 

20.  No.  16,  favor  J.  C.  Eahming  &  Co 83    6  8 

21.  No.  17,  favor  Bogert  &  Co 1,436    7  0 

21.  No.  18,  favor  G.  Chambers  &  Co 1,  393  17  9 

21.  No.  19,  favor                do                313  10  0 
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October  21.  No.  20,  favor  J.  B.  Lafltte £674    2  0 

22.  No.  21,  favor  J.  Atkinson 699  12  8 

22.  No.  22,  favor  W.  B.  Sterrett 190    5  1 

22.  No.  23,  favor  do  139  16  2 

22.  No.  24,  favor  do  125    0  0 

22.  No.  25,  favor  do  33    5  5 

22.  No.  26,  favor  Hayman  Preres 38  18  5 

23.  No.  27,  favor  J.  M.  Abrams 2, 163    6  7 

23.  No.  28,  favor  do  500    0  0 

23.  No.  29,  favor  do  • 555  19  3 

Total 9,  268  10  4 


Since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  13tli  instant  I  have  received,  per 
steamer  Fannie,  130  bales  uplands  and  30  bales  Sea  Islands,  and  per 
steamer  Antonica,  80  bales  uplands,  for  your  department.  They  are  all 
going  on  shipboard,  and  will  be  cleared  for  Liverpool  this  week.  There 
was  one  bale  for  your  department  on  board  of  the  Banshee,  on  her  last 
trip.  This,  together  with  about  150  bales,  was  thrown  overboard  to 
save  the  vessel  from  capture. 

Major  Waller  will  advise  you  fully  as  to  his  business  arrangements. 
He  has  bought  largely  in  anticipation  of  cotton  yet  to  be  received. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  HEYLIGEE, 

Government  Agent. 
Brigadier  General  A.  E,  Lawton, 

Qtiartermaster  General,  Richmond. 


Memoranda  of  contract. 

It  is  agreed  hereby  between  Colonel  J.  Gorgas,  chief  of  ordnance  in 
behalf  of  the  Confederate  States  on  the  one  side,  and  C.  E.  Thorburn, 
esq.,  in  behalf  of  himself,  Messrs.  Chas.  H.  Eeid  &  Co.,  and  other  par- 
ties, (to  be 'named,)  of  London,  on  the  other,  to  run  five  steamers,  on 
joint  account,  for  the  parties  they  represent,  in  the  proportions  herein- 
after named,  from  the  port  of  St.  George's,  Bermuda,  or  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  to  the  confederate  port  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  or 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  on  the  following  terms  and  conditions  : 

1st.  The  five  steamers  shall  be  owned  in  the  proportion  of  two-thirds 
by  the  Confederate  States,  and  one-third  by  Messrs.  Chas.  H.  Eeid  & 
Co.,  and  other  parties. 

2d.  The  Confederate  States  shall  pay  for  their  two-thirds  ownership 
in  the  steamers  in  cotton  delivered,  compressed  and  in  good  shipping 
condition,  at  the  port  of  Charleston  or  Wilmington,  as  Messrs.  Chas. 
H.  Eeid  &  Co.,  and  other  parties,  may  direct,  said  cotton  to  be  valued 
on  the  basis  of  sixpence  {6d.)  per  pound  for  middling  upland. 

3d.  The  steamers  shall  be  sailed  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  joint 
owners  in  proportion  to  their  shares,  as  named  in  condition  1st,  the 
Confederate  States  beginning  to  bear  their  proportion  of  the  risk  and 
expense  from  date  of  receipt  of  notification  by  Major  Caleb  Huse,  71 
Jermyn  street,  London,  that  this  agreement  is  ratified  by  Messrs.  Chas. 
H.  Eeid  &  Co.,  and  other  parties.      , 
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dth.  The  general  management  of  tlie  steamers  shall  be  intrusted  to 
Messrs.  Chas.  H.  Eeid  &  Co.,  and  other  parties,  but  the  Confederate 
States  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of  representing  their  controlling 
interests  in  all  disputed  questions.  It  is  distinctly  understood,  also, 
that  the  steamers  ■will  be  run  under  the  general  rules  established  by  the 
government  of  the  Confederate  States  for  their  own  steamers  engaged 
in  the  same  trade. 

5th.  The  Confederate  States  will  furnish  coal  and  cotton  at  their  port 
with  all  dispatch  for  these  steamers  ;  and  for  so  doing,  a  commission  of 
2J  per  cent,  on  value  of  their  one-third  at  the  sea-port  will  be  allowed 
tlLem  by  Messrs.  Chas.  H.  Eeid  &  Co.,  and  other  parties.  The  cotton 
so  exported  to  the  depots  in  the  islands  will  be  reshipped  there  in  neu- 
tral bottoms  to  Liverpool,  and  consigned  to  Messrs.  Chas.  H.  Eeid  & 
Co.,  and  other  parties,  who  will  sell  it  for  the  benefit  of  those  concerned, 
and  place  the  proceeds,  less  the  usual  charges  and  2J  per  cent,  commis- 
sion for  selling,  of  the  two-thirds  share  belonging  to  the  Confederate 
States,  to  the  credit  of  the  war  department,  with  Messrs.  Fraser,  Tren- 
holm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  unless  they  (Messrs.  Chas.  H.  Eeid  &  Co.  and 
other  parties)  should  be  directed  to  expend  it  themselves  in  the  pur- 
chase of  articles  needed  by  the  government  on  lists  furnished  them,  as 
indicated  in  condition  6th. 

6th.  Two-thirds  of  the  inward  cargoes  shall  be  purchased  by  Messrs. 
Chas.  H.  Eeid  &  Co.,  and  other  parties,  for  the  Confederate  States,  on 
lists  furnished  them  for  the  purpose,  unless  the  Confederate  States  should 
prefer  to  purchase  directly  through  their  officers  abroad.  In  either  case 
Messrs.  Chas.  H.  Eeid  &  Co.  and  other  parties  are  to  be  allowed  a  com- 
mission of  2J  per  cent,  on  the  invoice  cost  of  the  two-thirds  cargo 
belonging  to  the  Confederate  States.  These  cargoes  are  to  be  sent  out 
in  neutral  bottoms  to  the  depots  in  the  islands,  and  there  reshipped  to 
run  the  blockade  into  one  of  the  two  confederate  ports  named,  on  one 
of  the  five  steamers  of  joint  ownership.  In  every  case,  where  required 
by  the  agreeing  parties,  the  cargoes  from  England  to  the  islands,  and 
from  the  islands  to  the  confederate  sea-port,  will  be  apportioned  out 
among  them  in  the  proportions  of  their  ownership  of  the  five  steamers, 
that  is  to  say,  two-thirds  and  one-third.  Whenever  one  party  occupies 
the  freight-room  of  the  other  by  consent,  or  because  that  other  cannot 
furnish  freight  from  whatever  cause,  he  shall  pay  for  such  freight-room 
at  the  rate  of  fifty  pounds  sterling  per  ton  from  Europe  to  port  of  des- 
tination in  the  Confederate  States,  or  of  forty  pounds  sterling  from 
depot  in  the  islands  to  said  port,  or  from  said  port  to  the  islands. 

7th.  As  it  would  imperil  the  safety  of  any  of  the  five  steamers,  it  is 
agreed  that  no  contraband  of  war  shall  be  placed  upon  them,  except  to 
carry  between  the  islands  and  confederate  port. 

8th.  The  Confederate  States  will  furnish,  as  far  as  practicable,  officers 
to  command  the  steamers. 

9th.  In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  Confederate  States  pay  for 
their  proportion  of  the  five  steamers  in  cotton  on  this  side  the  water,  they 
concede  to  Messrs.  Chas.  H.Eeid  &  Co.  the  use  of  one-half  of  their  freight- 
room,  at  price  herein  named,  on  first  trip  of  each  vessel  from  confed- 
erate port  to  island  depot. 

10th.  As  the  Confederate  States  necessarily  place  much  confidence, 
not  only  in  the  skill  and  judgment,  but  also  in  the  integrity  of  the  other 
parties  to  this  agreement,  pledge  is  hereby  given  on  the  part  of  each 
and  all  of  them,  that  they  will  not  receive  any  profit,  drawback,  or 
return  commission,  in  addition  to  what  is  expressly  allowed  in  this 
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agreement,  and  that  they  will  in  no  manner  derive  pecuniary  compensa- 
'  tion  in  any  business  arising  therefrom,  beyond  the  legitimate  profits  of 
their  one-third  interest  and  specified  commissions. 

J.  GOEGAS, 
Colonel,  Chief  of  Ordnance. 
C.  E.  THOEBURIsr, 
Approved :  CHAS.  H.  REID  &;  Co. 

J.  E.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 

The  Mercantile  Trading  Co.,  Limited, 
EDGAR  P.  STRIISTGER, 
Managing  Director. 
London,  September  23,  1863. 

Witness  to  the  signatures  of  C.  E.  Thorburn ;  Chas.  H.  Reid  &  Co. ; 
The  Mercantile  Trading  Company,  Limited,  Edgar  P.  Stringer,  manag- 
ing director: 

J.   T.   SOUTTEE, 
W.   H.  AVBEELL. 

We  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  agreement, 
having  carefully  examined  the  same  therewith. 

J.  T.  SOUTTER, 
WM.  H.  AVERELL, 

3  Alderman^ s  Wallc,  London. 
London,  September  30,  1863. 

I,  James  Taylor  Soutter,  of  No.  3  Alderman's  Walk,  in  the  city  of 
London,  gentleman,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  I  have  care- 
fully examined  the  paper  writing  hereunto  annexed,  and  marked  with 
the  letter  "A,"  with  the  original  agreement,  and  that  the  same  is  a  true 
and  exact  copy  of  such  original  agreement.  And  I  make  this  solemn 
declaration  conscientiously,  believing  the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  the  provisions  of  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the  session  of  Parlia- 
ment of  the  fifth  and  sixth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty,  King 
William  the  Fourth,  intituled  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act  of  the  present 
session  of  Parliament  intituled  'An  act  for  the  more  effectual  abolition 
of  oaths  and  aflirmations  taken  and  made  in  various  departments  of 
the  state,  and  to  substitute  declarations  in  lieu  thereof,  and  for  the  more 
entire  suppression  of  voluntary  and  extrajudicial  oaths  and  affidavits, 
and  to  make  other  provisions  for  the  abolition  of  unnecessary  oaths.' " 

J.  T.  SOUTTER. 

Subscribed  and  declared  at  the  Mansion  House,  London,  this  30th  day 
of  September,  1863. 

WM.  A.  ROSE,  Mayor. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come: 

I,  William  Anderson  Rose,  lord  mayor  of  the  city  of  London,  do  hereby 
certify  that  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  personally  came  and  appeared 
before  me  James  Taylor  Soutter,  the  declarant  named  in  the  declaration 
hereunto  annexed,  and  by  solemn  declaration,  which  the  said  declarant 
then  made  before  me  in  due  form  of  law,  did  solemnly  and  sincerely 
declare  to  be  true  the  several  matters  and  things  mentioned  and  con- 
tained in  the  said  annexed  declaration. 
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Ivi  faitli  and  testimony  whereof,  I,  the  said  lord  mayor,  have  hereunto 
signed  my  name,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  office  of  the  mayoralty  of  the 
said  city  of  London  to  be  hereunto  put  and  affixed,  and  the  paper  writ- 
ing marked  "A,"  mentioned  and  referred  to  in  and  by  the  said  decla- 
ration, to  be  hereunto  also  annexed. 

Dated  in  London  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

WM.  A.  EOSE, 

Mayor. 
ElOH.  J.  Pawlby, 

Deputy  Registrar. 


See  intercepted  correspondence  found  on  board  the  prize  steamers 
E.  E.  Lee  and  Cornubia,  September  and  October,  1863.  (Vol.  I, 
pp.  746-748.)  This  correspondence  shows  that  many  of  the  blockade- 
runners  were  in  fact  insurgent  transports.  This  correspondence  was 
transmitted  to  Earl  Eussell  on  January  25, 1864. 

See  correspondence  between  Mr.  Adams  and  Earl  Eussell.  (Vol.  I, 
pp.  745-759.) 


Mr.  Stringer  to  Colonel  Thorburn. 

London,  October  3,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sib:  At  your  request  I  place  before  you  actual  offers  for 
steamers  and  engines,  instead  of  merely  giving  you  the  information 
which  I  am  desirous  of  placing  before  the  confederate  government  navy 
department  by  your  kind  medium. 

The  builder,  Mr.  Ash,  is  a  man  who  is  extremely  well  up  in  his  busi- 
ness, and  sends  the  model  of  a  steamer  to  the  constructor  of  your  navy, 
with  a  contract  which  is  binding  on  him  for  three  months  from  the  2Ist 
October  next,  the  time  I  hope  you  will  reach  the  confederacy.  If  the 
government  accept  the  proposition  kindly,  let  Mr.  Campbell,  at  Ber- 
muda, know,  and  send  us  the  arrangement  you  make  as  to  the  payment. 
If  the  government  will  hand  over  to  Mr.  Campbell  half  the  cost  in  cot- 
ton, to  be  consigned  to  us,  we  will  arrange  the  cash  matters  with  the 
builders,  so  that  no  time  is  lost,  and  the  government  can  take  their  time 
in  paying  the  remainder. 

I  shall  have  to  charge  a  commission  for  superintending  the  building, 
together  with  the  small  charges  usual.  I  should  fix  the  commission  at 
2J  per  cent. ;  and  for  this  should  undertake  guaranteeing  that  the  vessel 
is  according  to  speciiication ;  and  I  would  do  all  the  work  in  fitting  her 
for  sea.  The  constructor  of  the  navy  will  have  to  sign  the  contract, 
keeping  copy  of  same. 

Engines. — I  have  put  the  building  of  these  on  the  simplest  possible 
ground — .that  of  a  cost"  for  the  horse-power.  Messrs.  Stewart  are  very 
first-rate  men,  and  their  work  exceedingly  good,  and  to  be  trusted.  The 
payment  you  can  arrange  in  the  same  manner,  and  my  charge  for  super- 
intendence. The  shipment  of  the  engines  can  be  done  via  Bermuda,  in 
the  company's  steamers,  as  we  will  give  up  that  room  to  the  government. 

Please  bear  in  mind  that  the  earlier  the  reply  reaches  this  the  better. 
Believe  me  yours,  truly, 

EDGAE  P.  STEINGEE. 

Colonel  Thoebuen,  Present. 
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[Apparently  an  inclosure.] 

Mercantile  Trading  Company,  Limited,  under  the  comrpanies'  act,  1862,  with 
limited  liability — Capital,  £150,000. 

No.  98.  CERTIFICATE    OF    SHARE.  No.  98. 

This  is  to  certify  that  Charles  E.  Thorburn  is  the  proprietor  of  tlie 
share  No.  98  of  the  JMercantile  Trading  Company,  Limited,  subject  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  said  company. 

(        Value,        ^         Given  under  the  common  seal  of  the  said  company 

\  one  thousand  >     the  3d  day  of  October,  1863. 

(       pounds.      S         [SEAL.]  EDGAE  P.  STEINGER, 

Managing  Director. 

N.  B. — No  transfer  without  the  production  of  this  certificate,  nor  is  it 
valid  until  indorsed  by  said  C.  E.  Thorburn. 


3£r.  McBae  to  Mr.  Memminger. 
[Extract.] 

6  Avenue  Matignon, 

Paris,  October  2, 1863. 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  No.  4,  of 
the  21st  of  July,  and  dispatches  Nos.  5  and  6,  of  the  29th  of  the  same 
month.  As  these  are  the  iirst  and  only  communications  which  I  have 
received  from  you  since  my  arrival  in  Europe,  (dispatches  Nos.  1,  2,  and 
3  having  gone  astray,)  they  gave  me  much  satisfaction,  for  having  taken 
a  good  deal  of  responsibility,  and  some  of  my  actions  not  coming  within 
the  forms  of  the  treasury  department,  I  was  not  sure  that  they  would 
meet  your  approval. 

As  I  have  been  acting  not  only  as  depositor,  but  as  disbursing  officer 
of  the  loan,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  make  a  formal  acceptance 
of  the  office  of  depositor  which  you  have  tendered  me.  The  accounts  of 
the  loan  have  been  kejjt  by  Messrs.  Emile  Erlanger  &  Co.,  and,  as  it  is 
understood  that  interest  is  to  be  calculated  at  7  per  cent.,  it  will  be  best 
for  the  bal.'ince  to  remain  with  them  until  it  is  wanted  for  Captain  Bul- 
loch's contracts. 

My  last  dispatch.  No.  7,  of  the  15th  of  September,  of  which  you  will 
find  triplicate  copy  inclosed,  will  inform  you  that  most  of  the  loan  has 
been  already  disposed  of. 

Since  the  statements  which  accompany  the  dispatch  were  made  up,  1 
have  paid  Captain  Bulloch  141,333  francs,  and  there  is  not  now  to  the 
creditof  the  loan  more  than  7,000,000  francs — not  enough  by  4,000,000 
of  francs  to  meet  Captain  Bulloch's  engagements. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  I.  McEAE, 

Agent  for  the  Loan. 
Hon.  C.  G.  Memmin&er, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Richmond. 


Mr.  Heyliger  to  General  Lawton. 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  October  3, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  wrote  to  Major  Bayne,  the  day  before  yesterday,  I'equesting 
him  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  to  me  of  the  23d 
ultimo. 
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Your  instructions  in  reference  to  turning  over  to  Major  E.  P.  "Waller 
the  proceeds  of  cotton  for  account  of  your  department  that  has  passed 
through  my  hands  has  so  far  been  complied  with  as  to  enable  this  gen- 
tleman to  commence  his  purchases.  He  has  already  shipped  woolens 
by  the  Hansa  and  the  Banshee,  and  I  shall  put  on  board  the  vessels  to 
sail  in  a  couple  of  days  some  flannels  and  boots  that  we  bought  yester- 
day. I  shall  afford  Major  Waller  every  facility  in  my  power,  and  in 
anticipation  of  approaching  supplies  of  cotton,  have  come  under  engage- 
ment to  respond  for  some  desirable  purchases  which  he  does  not  wish 
to  miss. 

Thus  far  I  have  only  received  215  bales  cotton  for  your  department, 
viz:  150  bales  per  steamer  Fanny,  on  the  26th  August,  and  65  bales  per 
steamer  Beauregard,  on  the  15th  ultimo.  Both  parcels  have  already 
gone  forward  to  England,  and  will  meet  a  far  better  market  than  could 
have  been  availed  of  here. 

Any  future  instructions  you  may  convey  will  be  faithfully  followed. 
I  am,  very  respectful! v,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  HEYLIGBE, 


Brigadier  General  A.  E.  Lawton, 

Quartermaster  General,  Richmond,  Va. 


Government  Agent. 


Commander  Baldicin  to  Mr.  Welles. 
[Extract.] 

Angea  Pequena, 
West  Coast  of  Africa,  October  30,  18C3. 

I  continued  on  to  the  westward,  and  on  the  night  of  the  21st  October 
communicated  with  the  shore  at  Simon's  Bay ;  found  there  was  no  coal 
to  be  had  there,  so  went  around  to  Table  Bay,  and  anchored  there  on 
the  morning  of  the  22d  October. 

I  waited  on  the  governor,  and  requested  time  to  make  a  few  repairs 
and  take  in  coal.  His  excellency  took  a  day  to  decide,  and  then  refused 
to  permit  me  to  take  in  any  coal.  I  inclose  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence. I  got  the  information  at  Cape  Town  that  some  two  hundred  tons 
of  coal  had  been  sent  to  this  place  for  the  Alabama  some  two  months 
since,  but  that  she  would  not  wait  for  it,  but  had  gone  to  Simon's  Bay 
herself;  and  also  that  the  Tuscaloosa,  (the  American  bark  Conrad,) 
captured  by  the  Alabama  and  now  cruising  as  a  privateer,  had  dis- 
charged her  cargo  of  wool  and  goat-skins  at  this  place ;  that  a  vessel 
had  been  sent  to  take  it  on  board  ;  and  as  I  could  not  get  any  coal,  I 
got  off  from  Cape  Town  as  soon  as  possible  and  arrived  here  yesterday 
afternoon. 

I  found  the  British  bark  Saxon  here,  just  about  to  get  under  way, 
and  on  examination  found  her  to  be  laden  with  wool  and  goat-skins, 
160  bales,  being  evidently  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  Conrad.  Among  the 
papers  I  find  a  charter-party  for  her  to  come  here  to  load  with  guano, 
but  the  captain  tells  me  that  while  at  Ascension  he  received  the  charter- 
party,  and  a  letter  without  signature,  directing  him  to  come  here  and 
load  with  such  cargo  as  he  should  find.  I  put  a  prize  crew  on  board, 
and  had  hardly  done  so  when  a  bark  came  around  the  point  from  sea, 
and  immediately  on  seeing  this  ship  she  stood  off  again,  and  though  1 
fired  twice  she  showed  no  colors ;  so  immediately  I  could  get  my  anchor 
10  A  c— VI. 
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I  got  under  way  and  stood  after  her.  It  was  blowing  quite  fresh  at  the 
time  and  night  coming  on,  but  by  8J  o'clock  came  up  with  her,  and 
•found  her  to  be  the  British  bark  Good  Hope,  in  ballast.  He  reported 
that,  he  was  stopping  at  the  various  ports  to  load  guano.  She  belongs- 
to  the  same  parties  who  are  the  charterers  of  the  Saxon,  and  I  was 
informed  at  Cape  Town  that  she  was  hurried  off  immediately  on  our 
arrival  there,  to  give  warning  to  the  Saxon,  and  also  to  take  on  board 
the  coal  belonging  to  the  Alabama. 


(Inclosure  No.  1.) 

Captain  Baldicin  to  Governor  Woodhouse. 

United  States  STEA^rER  Vandbrbilt, 

Cape  Town,  October  22,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  known  to  your  excellency  the  arrival 
here  of  this  shii).  I  have  come  to  this  harbor  for  the  purpose  of  making 
some  necessary  repairs  on  my  machinery,  and  also  to  get  a  supjjly  of 
fuel.  I  therefore  ask  your  excellency's  permission  to  lie  here  for  the 
above-mentioned  purposes  the  necessary  time — say  from  four  to  six  work- 
ing-days. 

I  have  the  honor-  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  BALDWIN, 
Commander,  United  States  Wavy. 
His  Excellency  Sir  Philip  Woodhouse, 

Governor  of  Cape  Colony,  &c. 


(Inclosure  No.  2.) 
Bawson  W.  Eawson  to  Captain  Baldwin. 

^  Colonial  Office,  October  23, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acquaint  you  that  he  has  given 
his  best  consideration  to  the  letter  which  he  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
from  you  yesterday,  as  well  as  to  the  verbal  representations  you  made  to 
him  relative  to  the  issue  of  coal  to  American  vessels  of  war  by  the 
"special  j)ermission"  of  the  governors  of  the  other  British  colonies  as 
an  exception  to  the  general  directions  of  the  British  government  on  the 
subject. 

Looking  to  the  stringent  nature  of  the  instructions  he  has  received, 
the  governor  entertains  some  doubt  whether  the  authoritj^to  grant  "  spe- 
cial permission  "  be  really  vested  in  himself.  But  he  considers  that  there 
are  special  circumstances  affecting  the  case  of  the  ship  under  your  com- 
mand, sufficient  in  themselves  to  guide  him  in  dealing  with  your  appli- 
cation. 

It  has  been  the  unvarying  rule  of  Her  Majesty's  government  to  ab- 
stain, as  far  as  practicable,  from  affording  to  either  of  the  parties  engaged 
in  the  American  civil  war  assistance  in  the  prosecution  of  hostilities 
toward  each  other,  and  accordingly,  in  regulating  the  issue  of  coal  at 
British  ports  to  their  ships  of  war,  the  object  has  been  manifestly  to 
restrict  those  issues  to  the  supplies  needed  for  carrying  them  to  some 
defined  destination  in  foreign  ports,  or  from  some  foreign  port  to  their 
own  country,  and  not  to  facilitate  their  cruising  for  an  indefinite  period 
for  purposes  of  the  war.    Applying  this  principle  to  the  case  of  the 
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Yanderbilt,  the  governor  finds  that  on  her  way  from  South  America  to 
the  Gape  she  coaled  at  the  British  colony  of  St.  Helena ;  that  shortly 
after  she  coaled  again  at  Simon's  Bay ;  and  that  after  remaining  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  ports  for  a  time,  she  proceeded  to  Mauritius,  wh^re 
she  coaled  again,  and  then  returned  to  this  colony.  It  is  also  matter  of 
notoriety  that  the  object  of  her  movements  has  been  to  intercept  the 
confederate  cruisers  which  have  lately  A'isited  our  shores. 

Under  these  circumstances,  with  the  information  now  before  him,  the 
governor  believes  that  he  would  be  acting  in  opposition  to  the  spirit  of 
Her  Majesty's  instructions  if  he  were  to  grant  "  special  permission"  for 
the  issue  of  coal  within  the  limited  term  of  three  months.  His  excel- 
lency has  no  objection  to  offer  to  your  remaining  in  port  for  the  time 
required  for  the  completion  of  indispensable  repairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EAWSON  W.  EAWSON, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
Commander  Baldwin, 

United  States  Steamer  Vanderhilt,  Table  Bay. 


Major  Bayne  to  General  Lawton. 

[Extract.] 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Department,  Ordnance  Office, 

Richmond,  November  13, 1863. 

General,  :  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  extracts  from 
late  letters  to  this  bureau,  of  Mr.  Heyliger,  agent  at  Nassau : 

October  29. — By  the  Antonica,  and  Margaret,  and  Jessie,  I  have 
shipped  fully  40  tons  of  quartermasters'  stores.  I  have  transmitted 
to  the  quartermaster  general  a  statement  of  the  drafts  drawn  for  pur- 
chases made  by  Major  Waller.  He  has  bought  heavily  in  anticipation 
of  the  cotton  yet  to  be  received  for  that  department. 

November  2. — My  shipments  by  the  Hansa  comprise  24  bales  blank- 
ets for  the  quartermaster's  department,  measuring  19  tons.  The  Beau- 
regard and  Alice  are  expected  to-morrow.  I  expect  the  privilege  of  40 
to  50  tons  on  the  former,  and  a  fair  proportion  on  the  latter. 

November  5. — I  have  shipped  by  Banshee,  some  twenty  tons  meas- 
urement, goods  for  the  quartermasters'  department. 

The  Antonica,  Hansa,  Beauregard,  Alice,  and  Bansbee,  have  arrived 
safely ;  but  the  Margaret  and  Jessie,  as  you  have  doubtless  seen  in  the 
papers,  were  captured. 

Under  instructions  from  here,  Mr.  Heyliger  engaged  to  pay  freight  in 
cotton  at  6d.,  delivered  in  Wilmington,  to  all  these  vessels,  and  you  will 
at  once  see  the  necessity  of  urging  the  railroads  to  hurry  forward  the 
government  cotton  as  rapidly  as  possible.  On  9th  instant,  Mr.  Seixas 
telegraphed  me :  "  The  Syren  offered  to  take  full  cargo  for  the  govern- 
ment, which  I  had  to  decline  from  want  of  cotton."  I  am  so  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  supplying  cotton  at  Wilmington  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  the  agency,  that  I  pray  you  will  excuse  me  for  so  often  calling 
your  attention  to  the  present  deficient  arrangements,  Mr.  Heyliger 
writes  :  "  On  the  whole,  I  don't  think  there  will  be  any  difl&culty  now  in 
the  adoption  of  the  new  rate  of  freight,  say  1,000  pounds  cotton  per 
ton,  (which  is,  valuing  the  cotton  at  6d.  per  pound,  at  rate  of  £25  per 
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ton.)  If  I  could  have  the  assurance  that  the  cotton  would  be  delivered 
ill  Wilmington,  there  would  be  less  difficulty  in  making  the  arrange- 
ment binding. 

.     Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  L.  BAYNE, 

Major,  &c. 
Brigadier_^ General  A.  E.  Lawton, 

Quartermaster  General. 


Statement  of  cotton  operations  of  J.  M.  Seixas,  agent  at  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina,  from  August  27  to  October  31,  1863,  for  account  of  the  quar- 
termaster's department. 

Bales  of  cotton. 

Purchased  by  Lee  Howard,  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina 611 

Purchased  by  assistant  agent  at  Augusta,  Georgia 3, 145 

Purchased  by  assistant  agent  at  Macon,  Georgia 1, 062 

Purchased  by  assistant  ag'ent  at  Montgomery,  Alabama 1,  975 

Borrowed  from  medical  department 374 

Eeceived  from  Major  "\Tinnemore 900 

8,067 

Shipped  as  per  details  on  reverse  hereof 1, 843 

Stock  held  by  assistant  agent  at  Augusta,  Georgia 3,  041 

Stock  held  by  assistant  agent  at  Macon,  Georgia 1,  062 

Stock  held  by  assistant  agent  at  Montgomery,  Alabama ,. . .       791 

In  transit  between  Augusta,  Montgomery,  and  Columbus 1,  009 

Stock  in  Wilmington,  upland 86 

Stock  in  Wilmington,  Sea  Island 46 

132 

Loaned  ordnance  department ' 189 

8,067 

THOMAS  L.  BAYNE, 

Major,  in  charge  of  Steamers,  &c.  . 


Invoice  of  quartermaster's  stores,  shipped  per  Cassandra,  to  the  care  of  L. 
Heyliger,  esq.,  Nassau,  New  Providence,  to  he  forioarded  to  Captain  W. 
G.  Ferguson,  quartermaster,  Richmond,  Virginia, 

$39  to  58.-20  bales,  60  by  80  blue-gray  blankets,  9  pounds 
>per  pair,  80  pounds  per  bale=l,600  pair,  at  about  13s.  per 
pair. 


^RP.w.>     ^^  *°  ^^- — "^^  bales  gray  blankets,  9  pounds  per  pair,  70  pair 
^K./ per  bale=2,100  pair,  at  about  14s.  per  pair. 

to  53.— 15  bales  gray  blankets,  9  pounds  per  pair,  75  pair  per 
bale=l,125  pair,  at  about  14s.  per  pair. 

$54  to  56. — 3  bales  graj'  blankets,  9  pounds  per  pair,  68  pair  per 
bale=204  pair,  at  about  14s.  per  pair. 

J.  B.  FESGUSOX,  Jr., 
Major  and  Quartermaster. 
Manchester,  England,  December  31, 1863. 
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Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  to  General  Lawton.. 

LiVEEPOOL,  JSfovemler  26,  1863. 

Deae  Sie:  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  14th  October,  in  which  you  inform  us  that  you  have  authorized  Major 
Ferguson  to  draw  from  us  the  net  proceeds  of  all  cotton  sold  by  us  on 
account  of  your  department ;  which  cotton,  under  arrangements  made 
by  the  secretary  of  war,  shall  have  been  shipped  by  private  vessels. 

By  the  last  mail  we  received  from  Mr.  L.  Heyliger  a  letter  dated  24th 
October,  from  which  we  extract  as  follows : 

"  Since  my  last  I  have  received  authority  from  the  quartermaster  gen- 
eral to  draw  on  you  for  the  approximate  proceeds  of  all  shipments  of 
cotton  for  that  department  from  this  place.  It  was  found  necessary  to 
make,  suddenly,  large  purchases  for  that  bureau,  iu  view  of  the  press- 
ing exigencies  of  the  moment." 

He  then  goes  on  to  state  that  he  had  received,  up  to  that  date,  495 
bales  of  cotton,  of  which  215  had  been  shipped  for  this  port;  and  that 
he  had  drawn,  by  virtue  of  your  said  authority,  sundry  bills  amounting 
to  £9,268  Os.  4<Z.,  which  drafts  we  have  accepted. 

"VTe  presume  this  credit  to  Mr,  Heyliger  is  of  a  subsequent  date  to  the 
14th  October,  and  was  caused,  as  he  states,  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
service.  "While  it  remains  in  force  there  are  obviously  no  funds  that 
can  be  availed  of  by  Major  Ferguson. 

Presuming  that  we  shall  have  a  further  communication  from  you  on 
the  subject, 

We  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

FEASEE,  TEENHOLM  &  GO. 

General  A.  E.  La  avion, 

Quartermaster  General,  Richmond. 


Major  Ferguson  to  General  Laivton. 
[Extract.] 

40  Dickinson  Steeet, 

Manchester^  December  23, 1863. 

Geneeal  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inclose  you  statement  of  goods  now 
on  board  two  vessels  loading  at  Liverpool.  One  is  chartered  by  Cren- 
shaw &  Co.,  with  the  understanding  that  she  is  to  touch  first  at  Bermuda 
and  discharge  a  part  of  her  cargo,  if  there  are  steamers  there  ready  to 
take  in  cargo  to  Wilmington,  and  then  proceed  at  once  to  Nassau  with 
the  remainder  of  her  cargo.  The  other  is  chartered  by  Messrs.  Fraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  to  Bermuda,  with  machinery,  I  presume,  for  govern- 
ment account. 

Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  inform  me  that  the  cotton  coming  out 
by  private  vessels  has  been  drawn  on  at  Nassau  by  Mr.  Heyliger.  I 
presume  he  must  have  had  your  orders  to  do  so. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  instructions  be  sent  to  our  agents  at  Nassau 
and  Bermuda  to  write  me  as  soon  as  any  cotton  arrives  at  the  islands 
for  the  benefit  of  our  department;  and  I  have  made  arrangements  with 
Messrs.  F.  T.  &  Co.  to  advance  on  the  same  as  soon  as  such  information 
is  received.  This  will  give  me  time  to  have  the  goods  made  to  order  by 
the  time  the  cotton  is  received  in  Liverpool. 

If  you  will  refer  to  my  letter  of  the  8th  December,'  1 862,  you  will  find 
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that  I  then  urged  upon  the  departm.ent  the  importance  of  becoming  its 
own  carriers  as  well  as  its  own  purchasers  abroad. 

I  have  more  faith  in  cotton  than  I  ever  had.  If  we  can  get  that  out 
we  can  buy  all  England,  for  most  of  the  men,  as  well  as  their  merchan- 
dise, have  a  price. 

I  will  send  in  my  reports  as  soon  as  I  get  the  two  vessels  now  loading 
to  sea. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfuUv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  FERGUSON,  Jr., 
Major  and  Quartermaster. 
General  A.  R.  Lawton, 

Quartermaster  General,  Bichmond,  Virginia. 


3Iessrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  it  Co.  to  General  Laivton. 

Liverpool,  January  14,  1864." 

Dear  Sir  :  Referring  to  what  we  had  the  honor  of  writing  you  on 
ihe  26th  November,  we  have  since  received  from  Mr.  Heyliger  a  copy  of 
your  letter  authorizing  him  to  draw  upon  us  against  cotton  shipped  to 
us  on  account  of  your  department,  and  we  deem  it  proper  to  inform  you 
as  to  the  present  state  of  your  account  in  our  books.  There  is  a  debit 
of  your  department  in  round  numbers  £29,000  for  drafts  already  drawn 
by  Mr.  L.  Heyliger  and  Major  N.  S.  Walker.  We  have  received,  includ- 
ing what  is  now  on  the  water  between  Nassau  and  this  port,  619  bales 
of  cotton,  and  there  were  at  Nassau  on  the  20th  December  waiting  ship- 
ment 578  bales  more,  in  all  1,197  bales,  which,  at  £30  per  bale  net,  would 
give  say  £36,000,  leaving  some  £7,000  still  available. 

We  regret  very  much  that  the  necessities  of  the  case  should  so  fre- 
quently require  the  cotton  to  be  fully  hypothecated  in  Nassau,  and  the 
value  expended  there,  when  large  profits  are  included  in  the  prices  asked 
for  inferior  goods ;  but  we  are  aware  that  it  cannot  be  always  avoided, 
and  we  are  willing  to  assist  in  facilitating  operations  by  advancing  on 
all  cotton  actually  received  at  the  outport. 

We  are  compelled,  however,  respectfully  to  request  that  you  will  in- 
struct the  accredited  agents  to  limit  their  drafts  for  the  present  to  £25 
per  bale  as  the  extreme.  We  may  possibly  be  enabled  to  extend  this 
limit  hereafter,  or  we  may  have  to  reduce  it.  In  the  opinion  of  many 
persons  we  shall  see  a  material  decline  in  the  price  of  cotton  here  in 
consequence  of  the  increasing  stringency  of  the  money  market,  and 
the  threatening  aspect  of  European  politics. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  yours,  faithfullv, 

ERASER,  TRENHOLM  &  CO. 

General  A.  R.  Lawton, 

Quartermaster  General,  Bichmond. 


Captain  Grainger  to  Major  Ferguson. 

Quaktermaster's  Office, 

Wilmington,  H.  C,  January  18,  1864. 

Major  :  The  Hansa  arrived  on  Saturday  last ;  also  the  Alice  and 

the  Wild  Dayrell  came  up  yesterday.    I  have  advices  from  Major  R.  P. 

Waller,  quartermaster,  Nassau,  New  Providence,  of  goods  on  all  of 

these  boats  consigned  to  you.    I  will  forward  them  to  you  immediately 
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on  theix  being  discharged.  I  have  als6  advices  of  goods  sent  by  Mary 
Anne,  but  she  has  not  yet-  arrived.  The  steamship  Advance,  belong- 
ing to  State  of  N^orth  Carolina,  from  Bermuda,  got  ashore  this  morning 
one  mile  outside  of  Fort  Caswell.  The  stores  of  the  Fannie  will  be 
shipped  to  you  with  the  above  stores.  1  have  found  in  a  warehouse  in 
town  one  bale ,  of  blankets  which  arrived  here  on  the  Hansa  several 
trips  ago,  and  which  was  reported  to  you  as  short  at  the  time  by  Cap- 
tain C.  W.  Styron,  assistant  quartermaster. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

ISAAC  B.  GRAINGEE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
Major  W.  G.  Feeguson, 

(Quartermaster,  Richmond,  Virginia. 


Mr.  Me^nminger  to  Mr.  Bocock. 

Treasury  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Eichmond,  January  26,  1864. . 

Sir  :  Since  my  report  of  29th  December,  I  have  received  from  Europe 
proposals  to  unite  with  certain  parties  interested  in  the  cotton  pledged 
for  the  foreign  loan,  in  a  joint  enterprise  for  shipping  the  cotton  which 
they  are  entitled  to  demand,  and  returning  supplies  for  account  of  the 
government.  These  proposals,  although  they  are  not  sufiQciently  dis- 
tinct or  satisfactory  as  to  the  plan,  yet  it  is  believed  that  they  afford  a 
basis  for  making  a  contract  for  joint  shipments  which  may  be  made  ac- 
ceptable to  both  parties.  I  have  instructed  our  agent  in  Europe,  Gen- 
eral C.  J.  McEae,  to  endeavor  to  perfect  arrangements  whereby  proper 
steamers  may  be  procured  on  joint  account,  to  be  ran  at  the  joint  ex- 
pense, and  to  be  turned  over  to  the  government  at  its  option,  at  a  valu- 
ation, whenever  the  cotton  due  to  the  private  parties  shall  have  been 
exhausted.  It  is  believed  that  such  an  arrangement  will  afford  the  best 
opportunity  to  place  our  cotton  in  Europe.  The  proposals  involve  larger 
operations  than  were  contemplated  in  my  previous  estimate,  and  require 
steamers  of  larger  capacity.  It  is  proposed  to  purchase ,  and  run  on  joint 
account,  four  upon  the  Atlantic  coast,  each  costing  about  £25,000,  and 
the  same  number  on  the  Gulf  coast,  each  costing  £12,500  to  £15,000, 
total  cost  £150,000 ;  the  bond  holders  to  advance  the  same  in  consider- 
ation of  the  immediate  delivery  of  the  cotton  at  our  ports,  to  be  re- 
funded from  the  first  cotton  shipped. 

The  expenses  of  sailing  the  larger  vessels  will  be  about  £3,000  for 
each  voyage,  and  the  smaller,  £2,000.  These  expenses  it  is  proposed  to 
pay  from  the  proceeds  of  the  cargoes.  It  will  not  be  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  make  an  appropriation  for  more  than  the  first  voyage  of  each, 
and  for  the  contingency  of  capture.  Fifty  thousand  pounds  will  proba- 
bly be  suflicient  for  this  purpose,  of  which  one-half  being  furnished  by 
this  government,  added  to  the  £70,500,  will  make  a  total  of  £100,000  to 
be  appropriated ;  a  further  appropriation  will  be  required  to  pay  the 
transportation  to  the  sea  coast,  and  to  put  the  cotton  in  shipping  order. 

If  the  arrangements  proposed  with  the  cotton  holders  are  carried  out, 
the  money  requisite  to  purchase  the  steamers  will  be  advanced  by  them, 
and  the  appropriation  asked  for  will  be  required  merely  to  make  up  the 
account,  when  the  government  pays  its  half  in  cotton.  Should  these 
arrangements  fail  to  be  made,  then  it  will  be  necessary  to  fall  back  upon 
the  scheme  proposed  in  my  former  report,  namely,  the  purchase  and 
sailing  of  steamers  entirely  on  government  account. 
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The  information  which  has  been  given  to  the  department  shows  that 
its  estimates  are  below  the  sums  which  will  .be  required.  The  steamers 
suitable  for  the  Atlantic  coast  will  cost  £25,000  pounds  each,  and  those 
for  the  Gulf  coast  about  £15,000;  and  the  expense  of  sailing  has  already 
been  stated  as  tp  the  first,  and  can  only  be  estimated  as  to  the  last. 
But  as  each  trip  after  the  first  will  be  paid  from  the  proceeds  of  sale, 
the  estimates  need  include  only  the  first  voyages — say  £10,000. 

In  order  to  enable  the  department  to  carry  into  execution  either  class 
of  ijlans,  an  appropriation  should  be  made  in  general  terms  of  the  larger 
sum  required,  say  £100,000  or  $500,000  in  coin,  with  authority  to  make 
such  disposition  of  shipment  of  the  cotton  on  hand  and  appoint  such 
agents  in  and  about  the  same  as  may  be  found  necessary.  To  this  must 
be  added  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  expense  of  transportation  of  the 
cotton  to  the  seaports  from  the  places  where  it  is  now  deposited,  and  of 
putting  the  same  in  order  for  shipping,  and  also  for  compensating  such 
agents  as  may  be  required  to  execute  these  various  objects.  These  items 
will  include  charges  for  compressing  the  cotton,  where  that  is  practica- 
ble, and  for  furnishing  bale  rope  and  bagging  where  they  require  to  be 
replaced.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  sum  which  will  be  required  for 
these  objects,  as  the  price  varies  at  different  times  and  i)laces.  Assuming 
an  export  of  20,000  bales  on  Government  account  as  a  basis,  and  these  ' 
various  expenses  at  an  average  of  $50  per  bale,  it  would  require  an 
appropriation  of  $1,000,000  in  currency,  to  which  must  be  added  about 
$200,000  for  the  transportation  of  the  cotton  of  the  bondholders. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  G.  MEMMINGER, 

Secretary  of  Treasury. 
Hon.  Thos.  L.  Bocock, 

Speaker  Souse  of  Representatives,  C.  S.  A. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  224.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  5,  1864. 

Sir:  The  merchants  of  Liverpool,  who  have  labored  unremittingly 
since  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  down  to  the  present  time,  in 
every  way  they  could,  to  aid  and  assist  the  insurgents  in  their  efforts  to 
destroy  the  Government  of  the  United  States  by  lending  them  money, 
sending  goods,  supplies,  arms,  ammunition,  and  munitions  of  war,  fitting 
out  vessels  to  break  the  blockade,  and  building  and  arming  war  vessels 
or  piratical  crafts  to  burn  and  destroy  our  commerce,  still  anxious  fur- 
ther to  aid  and  assist  the  rebels,  ye'sterday  got  up  a  petition  in  the 
exchange  in  Liverpool  asking  the  government  to  recognize  the  southern 
confederacy,  and  then  bring  about  a  peace  between  the  North  and  the 
South  by  mediation.  It  was  kept  in  the  room  during  the  day,  and  signed 
by  about  five  hundred  persons,  mostly  merchants,  many  of  whom  have 
made  their  money  off  their  business  with  the  United  States,  and  who 
are  now  largely  engaged  in  trade  with  the  cities  of  Boston,  New  York, 
and  Philadelphia. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Major  Waller  to  General  Lawton. 
[Extract.] 

Nassau,  New  Providence, 

February  12,  1864. 
General  :  I  inclose  copy  of  my  letter  by  the  steamship  Syren.  I  also 
inclose  complete  statement  of  my  transactions,  showing  my  indebted- 
ness on  account  of  actual  shipments  to  be  £5,756  14s.  6d.  As  I  advised, 
per  steamship  Syren,  I  have  drawn  and  used  the  £10  sterling,  and  the 
£60  and  £90  sterling  on  Colin  J.  McEae,  esq.,  Paris.  By  the  way,  I 
have  requested  Mr.  McEae,  if  practicable,  to  accept  and  pay  my  drafts 
in  London,  the  general  mercantile  rule  being  to  make  sterling  payable 
in  London. 

The  agent  of  the  government  here,  Lewis  Heyleiger,  esq.,  thinks 
I  have  drawn  on  him  to  about  the  extent  that  he  is  authorized  to  draw 
on  the  cotton  received  here  for  the  quartermaster's  department  for  me. 
I  presume,  however,  on  getting  up  sales  of  the  cotton,  there  will  be  a 
balance  due,  deducting  drafts;  but  how  long  before  that  will  be  arrived 
at  I  know  not,  as  I  do  not  control  the  matter. 

I  am  informed  that  ten  or  fifteen  new  steamers  are  daily  expected 
here  to  enter  the  blockade  arena.  You  having  asked  me  to  tlo  so,  I  am 
giving  my  views  as  to  what  can  and  ought  to  be  done. 

I  have  received,  of  late  date,  a  letter  from  Major  J.  B.  Ferguson, 
quartermaster,  England,  advising  me  of  the  shipment  to  the  agent  of 
government  of  the  Confederate  States  here  of  69  bales  of  blankets,  and 
through  Alexander  Collie  &  Co.  of  487  packages,  maiiTly  blankets. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

EICHAED  P.  WALLBE, 

Major  and  Quartermaster. 
General  A.  E.  Lawton, 

Quartermaster  General,  Richmond,  Virginia. 


A  BILL  to  impose  regulations  upon  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Con- 
federate States  to  provide  for  the  public  defense. 

Whereas  the  Confederate  States  are  engaged  in  a  war,  upon  the  suc- 
cessful issue  of  which  depend  the  integrity  of  their  social  system,  the 
form  of  their  civilization,  the  security  of  life  and  property  within  their 
limits,  as  well  as  their  exi,stence  as  sovereign  and  independent  States  ;. 
and  whereas  the  condition  of  the  contest  demands  that  they  should  call 
into  requisition  whatesver  resources  of  men  and  money  they  have  for  the 
support  of  their  cause,  to  faithfully  administer  the  same :  Therefore,  as 
a  part  of  the  system  of  the  public  defense. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  the 
exportation  of  cotton,  tobacco,  military  and  naval  stores,  sugar,  molas- 
ses, and  rice  from  the  Confederate  States,  and  from  all  places  in  the 
occupation  of  their  troops,  is  prohibited,  except  under  such  uaiform 
regulations  as  shall  be  made  by  the  president  of  the  Confederate.  States. 

Sec.  2.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  put,  place,  or  load  on  board 
any  ship,  steamboat,  or  vessel,  or  any  other  water-craft,  or  into  any 
wagon,  cart,  carriage,  or  other  vehicle,  for  conveyance  or  transportation 
beyond  the  Confederate  States,  or  into  any  portion  of  said  States  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy,  any  of  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of 
this  act,  or  shall  collect  the  same  for  the  purpose  of  being  conveyed  or 
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transported,  contrary  to  the  prohibition  aforesaid,  within  the  Confed- 
erate States,  or  beyond  them,  the  said  articles,  and  the  ship,  boat,  or 
other  water-craft,  wagon,  carriage,  or  other  vehicle,  with  the  slaves  and 
animals  that  may  be  employed  or  collected  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
therein,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  all  persons,  their  aiders  and  abettors,  on 
conviction  of  being  interested  or  concerned  in  the  enterprise,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  punishable  by  such  fine 
or  imprisonment,  or  both,  as  the  court  may  impose. 

Sec.  3.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  put  on  board  any  ship,  boat, 
vessel,  or  other  water-craft,  or  upon  any  wagon,  cart,  carnage,  or  other 
vehicle,  for  transportation  or  conveyance  as  aforesaid,  any  of  the  articles 
aforesaid,  unless  a  permit  be  previously  obtained  from  some  officer  of 
the  Confederate  States,  specially  authorized  to  grant  the  same,  particu- 
larly descril)ing  the  articles  thus  to  be  laden,  and  the  ship,  boat,  vessel, 
water-craft,  wagon,  carriage,  cart,  or  other  vehicle,  on  which  the  same 
is  to  be  transported,  and  until  bond  shall  be  given  that  the  same  shall 
be  conveyed  and  transported  to  the  place  of  destination,  under  such 
conditions  and  regulations,  and  for  such  objects,  as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  the  president  under  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  collectors  of  all  the  districts  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  such  other  offlcers  as  may  be  designated  by  the  president 
of  the  Confederate  States,  shall  have  power  and  authoritj'  to  take  into 
their  custody  any  of  the  articles  before  mentioned,  found  on  any  ship, 
boat,  or  other  water-craft,  when  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  they  are 
intended  for  exportation,  or  when  in  vessels,  carts,  or  wagons,  or  any 
other  carriage  or  vehicle  whatsoever,  or  in  any  manner,  apparently  on 
their  way  towards  the  territories  of  a  foreign  nation,  or  towards  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  Confederate  States  in  the  occupation  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  vicinity  thereof,  or  towards  a  i)lace  whence  such  articles  are  in- 
tended to  be  exported,  and  not  to  permit  the  same  to  be  removed  until 
bond  shall  be  given,  with  satisfactory  sureties,  that  no  violation  of  this 
act,  and  the  regulations  under  the  same,  is  intended. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  powers  granted  by  this  act  to  the  revenue  or  other 
officers  of  the  Confederate  States  under  this  act,  to  allow  or  refuse  expor- 
tation of  the  articles  before  mentioned,  or  for  the  seizure  or  detention  of 
any  of  the  said  articles,  shall  be  exercised  in  conformity  with  such  in- 
structions as  the  president  may  give  through  the  departments  of  war 
and  of  the  treasury,  which  instructions  may  impose  conditions  as  to  the 
destination  and  sale  of  the  same,  and  the  investment  of  the  i^roceeds  of 
the  same,  or  a  portion  thereof,  in  military  or  other  supplies  for  the  pub- 
lic service,  which  instructions  such  officers  shall  be  bound  to  obey ;  and 
if  any  action  or  suit  shall  be  brought  against  any  such  officer  or  oiflcers, 
or  their  agents,  he  or  they  may  plead  the  general  issue,  and  upon  proof 
of  a  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  with  the  regulations 
and  instructions  of  the  president,  he  or  they  shall  be  absolved  from  all 
responsibility  therefor;  and  any  person  aggrieved  by  any  of  the  acts  of 
any  of  the  officers  or  agents  aforesaid  may  file  his  petition  before  the 
district  court  of  the  district  in  which  such  officer  or  agent  resides,  and 
after  due  notice  to  him,  and  to  the  district  attorney,  the  said  court  may 
proceed  summarily  to  hear  and  determine  thereupon  as  law  and  justice 
may  require,  and  the  judgment  of  the  said  court,  and  the  reasons  there- 
for, shall  be  filed  among  the  records  of  the  court;  and  in  case  anj'  release 
shall  be  granted,  the  judge  may  impose  such  conditions  as  to  giving 
bond  and  security  as  may,  in  his  opinion,  be  necessary  to  secure  this 
act  from  violation,  and,  in  case  of  refusal,  may  impose  double  or  treble 
costs  upon  the  petitioner,  if  circumstances  warrant :   Provided,  That 
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nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  Confederate  States, 
or  any  of  them,  from  exporting-  any  of  the  articles  herein  enumerated  on 
their  own  account. 

Sec.  6.  That  exclusive  jurisdiction  is  conferred  upon  the  district 
courts  of  the  Confederate  States  of  all  suits  or  actions  that  may  arise 
under  this  act  in  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States,  its  ofllicers  and 
agents,  for  the  recovery  of  all  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  imposed 
in  the  same  by  indictment,  information,  or  action,  according  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  court ;  and  the  distribution  of  the  penalties  and  tines  shall  be 
made  under  and  according  to  the  laws  now  in  force  for  violation  of  the 
revenue  acts,  and  all  laws  for  the  mitigation  and  remittance  of  penalties 
and  forfeitures  shall  be  applied  in  similar  cases. 

Sec.  7.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president,  or  such  officers  as  he 
may  designate,  to  employ  any  j)ortion  of  the  military  or  naval  force  of 
the  confederacy,  or  of  the  militia,  to  prevent  the  illegal  departure  of  any 
ship,  vessel,  or  other  water-craft  for  detaining,  taking  possession  of,  and 
keeping  in  custody  the  same,  or  any  wagon,  cart,  or  other  vehicle  here- 
tofore mentioned,  their  teams  and  drivers,  and  their  products  aforesaid, 
and  to  suppress  and  disperse  any  assembly  of  persons  who  may  resist 
the  execution  of  this  act,  or  oppose  the  fulfillment  by  the  ofiicers  of  the 
duties  imposed  by  the  same. 

Sec.  8.  That  this  act  shall  expire  on  the  day  of  the  ratification  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  United  States. 

Approved  February  6,  1861. 


OFFICIAL  REGULATIONS  TO  CARRY  INTO  EFFECT  THE  ACT  TO  IMPOSE 
REGULATIONS  LTON  THE  FOREIGN  COMMERCE  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE 
STATES,  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  PUBLIC  DEFENSE. 

I. — AS  TO  THE  SEA. 

1.  The  owners  of  any  vessel  intending  to  sail  from  a  confederate  port 
with  a  cargo  consisting  in  whole  or  in  part  of  cotton,  tobacco,  military 
and  naval  stores,  sugar,  molasses,  or  rice,  shall,  before  the  lading  on 
board  of  any  such  articles,  file  with  the  collector  of  the  port  from  which 
the  vessel  is  to  sail  a  copy  of  her  register,  with  a  declaration  of  the 
names  of  the  owners  and  officers  thereof,  the  place  of  their  birth,  and  of 
their  residence  for  the  preceding  year,  together  with  the  port  or  j)lace  to 
which  the  said  vessel  proposes  to  sail.  The  said  declaration  shall  also 
set  forth  the  quantity  and  value,  in  confederate  currency,  of  the  cargo 
proposed  to  be  taken  out,  as  also  the  consent  of  the  said  owners,  that 
one-half  of  the  tonnage  of  the  said  vessel  may  be  employed  by  the  con- 
federate government  for  its  own  use,  both  on  the  outward  and  home- 
ward voyage,  at  the  rate  of  freight  hereinafter  mentioned.  The  collector 
shall  submit  a  statement  as  to  the  owners  and  officers  to  the  military 
commandant  of  the  port,  and  if  he  shall  not  object  to  their  loyalty,  or 
to  the  sailing  of  the  vessel  for  reason  of  military  necessity,  the  collector 
shall  grant  a  i^ermit  for  the  lading  of  the  said  vessel,  one-half  for  account 
of  the  owners,  and  one-half  for  account  of  the  Confederate  States. 

2.  Before  the  said  lading  shall  be  completed,  the  owners  of  the  vessel 
shall  execute  to  the  Confederate  States  a  bond  in  double  the  value  of 
the  vessel,  with  security  deemed  adequate  by  the  collector,  conditioned 
that  she  will  pursue  the  voyage  designated,  and  that  she  will  return 
with  reasonable  dispatch  to  a^  confederate  port,  after  her  outward  cargo 
shall  be  discharged,  with   a  cargo  consisting  one-half  of  articles  not 
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prohibited  by  the  laws  of  the  confederate  government  and  the  other 
half  of  such  articles  as  the  government  shall  offer  for  shipment  from 
such  port  at  the  rate  of  freight  hereinafter  mentioned. 

3.  Each  shipper  of  any  portion  of  the  cargo  proposed  to  be  laden  on 
board  the  said  vessel  shall,  before  the  lading  thereof,  make  application 
to  the  collector  for  a  permit  to  lade  the  same,  which  application  shall 
declare  the  articles  to  be  shipped,  and  the  quantity  and  value  thereof 
in  confederate  currency,  the  port  of  destination,  and  the  name  of  the 
consignee.  A  permit  shall  then  be  granted  by  the  collector  if  the  ap- 
plication is  deemed  satisfactory.  The  lading  shall  be  had  under  the 
inspection  of  a  revenue  officer,  who  shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  of 
seeing  that  the  goods  laden  conform  to  the  permit. 

4.  Before  the  completion  of  the  lading  on  board,  or  the  granting  a 
clearance,  each  shipper  of  any, portion  of  the  cargo  shall  execute  and 
deliver  to  the  collector  a  bond  to  the  Confederate  States,  in  double  the 
value  of  his  shipment,  in  confederate  money,  with  security  deemed 
adequate  by  the  collector,  with  condition  that  at  le-ast  one-half  the  net 
proceeds  of  said  shipment  shall  be  invested  in  goods  or  articles  not 
prohibited  by  law,  and  that  the  said  goods  or  articles  shall  be  shipped 
by  the  same  or  some  other  vessel  to  the  Confederate  States  within  sixty 
days  from  the  unlading  of  said  cargo;  or  that  the  said  half  of  the  net 
proceeds  shall  be  paid  in  coin  or  sterling  exchange,  to  the  proper  agent 
of  the  Confederate  States,  to  be  reimbursed  to  the  shipper  by  the  deliv- 
ery to  him  of  cotton  at  the  port  of  departure  in  the  Confederate  States, 
at  the  rate  of  10^.  sterling  per  pound  for  middling  uplands. 

5.  The  freight  to  be  paid  by  the  Confederate  States  on  all  cotton  and 
tobacco  shipped  from  a  confederate  port  shall  be  5d.  sterling  per  j)ound, 
payable  on  delivery  at  the  port  of  destination,  in  coin  or  sterling  ex- 
change. Eeturn  freight  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  £25  per  ton,  payable  on 
its  delivery  in  the  confederate  port,  in  cotton,  at  10^.  sterling  per  pound 
for  middling  uplands,  and  at  a  proportionate  price  for  cotton  of  other 
qualities.  In  calculating  the  ton  of  freight  by  weight,  2,240  pounds 
shall  be  allowed ;  by  measure,  40  cubic  feet  shall  be  allowed. 

6.  If  the  outward-bound  vessel  shall  consent,  at  the  request  of  the 
government,  to  take  two-thirds  her  cargo  for  account  of  the  Confederate 
States,  the  outward  freight  shall  be  6d.  sterling  per  pound,  and  when- 
ever the  government  is  not  prepared  to  fill  up  any  portion  of  the  tonnage 
reserved'for  its  use  at  the  time  at  which  any  vessel  may  be  made  ready 
to  sail,  the  owners  may  fill  up  the  same  on  their  own  account;  but  no 
vessel  shall,  without  consent  of  the  government,  sail  on  her  outward 
voyage  until  one-third  of  her  cargo  shall  be  laden  for  the  use  of  the 
government. 

7.  The  rates  of  freight  for  articles  other  than  cotton  and  tobacco  shall 
be  adjusted  at  the  same  relative  rate,  and  be  payable  in  the  same  way. 

8.  The  government  reserves  the  right  to  limit  or  prohibit  the  shipment 
of  resin,  turpentine,  or  any  manufacture  thereof,  whenever  deemed  dan- 
gerous to  its  own  shipment. 

9.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  lading  of  the  vessel,  and  before  receiv- 
ing her  clearance,  there  shall  be  delivered  to  the  collector,  in  addition 
to  the  usual  manifest,  another,  setting  forth  the  names,  ages,  and  de- 
scription of  her  officers  and  crew,  and  of  every  passenger  intending  to 
sail  in  her.  The  said  last-mentioned  manifest  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
commandant  of  the  port,  who  shall  thereupon  cause  the  entire  vessel 
to  be  searched,  and  if  satisfied  that  the  parties  on  board  are  persons  who 
may  safely  be  permitted  to  leave  the  confederacy,  and  that  the  passen- 
gers have  the  proper  passports,  he  shall  certify  the  same  on  the  manifest, 
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and  return  the  same  to  the  collector,  whereupon,  and  not  before,  a 
clearance  shall  be  granted  to  the  vessel,  and  she  shall  be  permitted  to 
sail. 

10.  The  owners  of  each  vessel,  and  of  each  portion  of  a  cargo  sailing 
from  a  confederate  port,  shall  be  allowed  to  take  up  their  respective 
bonds,  by  producing  to  the  collector  the  certificate  of  the  proper  agent 
of  the  confederate  government  at  the  port  of  delivery,  setting  forth  the 
particulars,  showing  that  the  said  party  has  complied  with  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  said  bond  so  far  as  the  same  was  practicable,  and  the  col- 
lector, upon  being  duly  satisfied,  shall  be  authorized  to  surrender  the 
said  bonds. 

11.  Nothing  in  these  regulations  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  conflict 
with  the  proviso  of  the  law  which  declares  "  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall 
be  construed  to  prohibit  the  Confederate  States,  or  any  of  them,  from  ex- 
porting any  of  the  articles  herein  enumerated  on  their  own  account," 
nor  shall  a  bond  be  required  of  a  State  in  any  case. 

12.  The  penalties  of  all  bonds  executed  in  conformity  with  these  regu- 
lations shall  be  recovered  in  full  on  proof  of  breach  of  the  conditions  of 
the  bond,  and  without  proof  of  any  damage  suffered  by  the  Confederate 
States  in  consequence  of  such  breach,  and  all  bonds  shall  be  executed  in 
such  force  as  to  give  effect  to  this  regulation. 

13.  Vessels  sent  into  the  confederacy  for  the  purpose  of  exporting  cot- 
ton received  in  payment  of  any  confederate  bond  or  obligation  shall  be 
subject  to  these  regulations  only  so  far  as  relates  to  such  portion  of  the 
tonnage,  if  any,  as  may  remain  vacant  after  the  lading  of  the  cotton 
received  in  payment  as  aforesaid.  • 

14.  The  regulations  for  overland  commerce  with  neutral  countries  will 
be  issued  separately  within  a  few  days. 

Approved : 

C.  G.  MBMMINGEE, 

Secretary  of  Treasury. 
JAMES  A.  SBDDOlSr, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Approved  March  5,  1864 : 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
Makch  7. 

A  copy  of  the  preceding  act  and  the  official  regulations,  taken  from  the 
(London)  Index  of  April  14, 1864,  were  sent  to  Earl  Uussell  by  Mr.  Adams 
on  the  16th  of  April,  1864.  For  correspondence  relating  thereto,  see 
Vol.  I,  pp.  755-759. 


Mr.  2Iallory  to  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 

Confederate  States  Navy  Department, 

Uiclimond,  March  23,  1864. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,'  at  my  suggestion,  has 
submitted  for  your  consideration  a  proposition  for  the  construction  by 
you  of  six  steamers  for  the  transportation  of  cotton  between  Wilmington 
and  other  confederate  ports,  and  the  Bahamas  and  Cuba;  and  I  have 
this  day  written  to  Commander  Bullock  fully  upon  the  subject,  and  re- 
quested him  to  confer  with  you. 

Hitherto,  under  the  stimulus  of  enormous  profits  and  the  belief  of  a 
speedy  close  of  the  war,  the  trade  has  been  chiefly  carried  on  in  such 
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fast  vessels  as  could  be  picked  up,  without  regard  to  any  qualiflcation 
but  that  of  speed ;  but  many  of  them,  though  sailing  at  a  vast  expense, 
carry  but  two  or  three  hundred  bales  of  cotton,  and  bring  a  return 
freight  of  from  forty  to  fifty  tons. 

Under  the  recent  act  of  Congress,  and  the  uniform  regulations  to 
enforce  it  prescribed  by  the  President,  I  propose  to  employ,  on  govern- 
ment account  exclusively,  steamers  that  will  carry  from  fifteen  hundred 
to  two  thousand  bales  of  cotton  upon  a  draught  not  to  exceed  eight  feet, 
or  nine  at  the  most.  The  expense  of  running  such  vessels  will  not  exceed 
that  of  the  running  of  those  above  referred  to,  except  in  the  single  item 
of  coal,  while  their  trips  will  be  made  with  far  greater  security  and  regu- 
larity. 

If  you  build  the  steamers,  the  government  will  give  them  a  freight  to 
the  Confederate  States,  will  there  load  them  with  cotton  and  tobacco, 
and  devote  their  first  cargoes  to  paying  for  them,  their  transfer  to  the 
Confederate  States  to  be  thus  made. 

I  am,  respectfullj^,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOET, 


Messrs.  Feasbe,  Teenholm  &  Co., 

Liverpool,  England. 


Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


•  Mr.  Setvard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Washington,  March  11, 1864. 
States  that  "  British  ports  at  home  and  abroad  "  are  a  "  base  for  opera- 
,  tions  hostile  and  dangerous  to  the  United  States." — (See  Vol.  I,  p.  357.) 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

Confederate  States  of  Ajmeeica, 

liavy  Department, -Bichmond,  March  30,  1864. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  29th  instant  on  the  subject  of  the  steamers  for 
the  Florida  trade,  &c.,  has  been  received,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  in  compliance  with  your  request  I  have  fully  instructed  Com- 
mander BuUftck  on  the  subject  of  their  construction. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  C.  Gr.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Let  a  warrant  be  drawn  to  place  in  the  hands  of  Captain  Bullock 
£10,000,  for  the  purpose  of  building  steamers. 

C.  G.  M. 

Attended  to. 

J.  M.  S. 
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Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Bermud-a,  April  13,  1864. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  statement  of  facts, 
as  connected  with  this  consulate,  and  if  I  trouble  you  with  the  relation 
of  some  things  already  well  known  to  you,  I  do  so  merely  because  they 
are  necessary  to  the  completeness  and  elucidation  of  my  statement.  On 
my  arrival  in  Bermuda,  in  the  month  of  November,  1861, 1  found  a  tol- 
erably steady  trade  being  carried  on  at  the  two  principal  ports,  St. 
George's  and  Hamilton,  as  regards  iihports,  principally  in  the  nature  of 
supplies  for  the  colony  itself,  and  for  shipping  visiting  it ;  as  regards 
exports,  almost  exclusively  in  the  nature  of  the  vegetable  products  of 
the  islands.  The  extent  of  this  trade  may  be  gathered  from  the  statis- 
tical fact  that  the  A'alue  of  the  imports  for  the  year  1862  was  $1,194,660, 
and  of  the  exports  $222,070,  commerce  with  the  United  States  entering 
into  the  above  amount  to  the  extent  of  no  less  than  $717,160  of  the  im- 
ports, or  considerably  more  than  one-half  of  the  whole  trade  of  the 
colony.  I  found,  moreover,  that  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  islands  generally,  but  especially  of  St.  George's,  was  due  to 
the  necessities  of  vessels  in  distress,  and  that  a  large  number  of  these 
belonged  to  the  United  States.  Such  was  the  general  state  of  trade 
when  I  arrived.  Soon  after  my  arrival,  however,  a  totally  new  line  of 
business  sprang  into  existence  in  addition  to,  and  not  by  way  of,  sub- 
stitution for  the  regular  trade  of  the  place,  and  has  since  continued  to 
expand  and  develop  itself  to  an  extraordinary  extent.  This  trade  be- 
gan with  an  occasional  visit  of  a  steam  vessel  about  to  endeavor  to  run 
the  blockade  of  the  southern  ports,  and  has  resulted  in  the  port  of  St. 
George's  becoming  a  regular  place  of  rendezvous  for  vessels  engaged  in 
this  trade.  Coal,  munitions  of  war,  provisions,  clothing,  medicines,  &c., 
&c.,  are  brought  here  and  reshipped  on  board  of  steamers  to  the  block- 
aded ports,  and,  on  their  return,  bring  cotton,  which  is  here  reshipped  for 
the  other  continent.  This  development  has  been  accompanied  not  only, 
as  of  course,  with  a  large  increase  in  the  profits  of  the  local  merchants, 
owners  of  wharves,  and  others,  but  with  a  vast  influx  as  well  of  new- 
comers of  all  classes,  merchants,  agents,  clerks,  tradesmen,  and  laborers. 
The  natural  consequence  has  been  a  corresponding  Increase  in  the  price 
of  all  the  necessaries  of  life.  Board  has  risen  from  $7  i^er  week  to 
$17  50,  and,  as  regards  house-room,  there  is  difficulty  amounting  almost 
to  an  impossibilitj^  in  obtaining  accommodations  at  any  price.  Some 
are  living  in  tents,  while  a  large  portion  of  the  laborers  take  their 
meals  on  the  wharves  and  lodge  on  verandas,  or  wherever  they  can. 
Houses  which  three  years  ago  would  not  rent  for  more  than  $150  per 
.annum,  are  now  bid  ibr  at  $1,000.  It  will  thus  be  seen,  while  on  the 
one  hand  the  vast  increase  of  the  trade  of  the  place  and  its  peculiar  na- 
ture calls  for  increased  vigilance  and  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  consul,  all  the  expenses,  on  the  other  hand,  are  very  heavily  in 
creased. 

lam,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


160     GREAT  BRITAIN  THE  AESENAL,  THE  NAVY  YAED, 

Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr.  Meyliger. 

EiCHMOND,  April  18,  1864. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  informed  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy  that  the 
steamer  Alice,  now  laid  up  at  !N"assau,  is  recommended  by  Lieutenant 
Commander  Carter  as  a  proper  vessel  to  be  employed  in  running  the 
blockade,  and  that  the  owners  are  willing  to  sell  her  to  the  government. 
You  will  please  have  her  examined  bj"-  Lieutenant  Commander  Carter, 
of  the  Confederate  States  navy,  and  upon  his  favorable  report  please 
purchase  her  for  account  of  the  Confederate  States,  place  her  in  charge 
of  that  officer,  and  place  on  board  of  ber  a  cargo  of  articles  on  hand, 
for  the  use  of  the  government,  and  direct  her  to  sail  to  Wilmington.  In 
order  to  prevent  speculation  upon  the  necessities  of  the  government, 
you  had  better  not  appear  in  the  negotiation  for  the  purchase,  but  pro- 
cure the  agency  of  Messrs.  Adderly  &  Co.,  as  apparent  purchasers  on 
their  private  account. 

You  can  agree  to  pay  the  purchase  money  by  bills  on  Fraser,  Trenholm 
&  Co.,  at  ninety  days'  sight,  and  we  will  place  them  in  funds  by  shipment 
of  the  first  cargo  of  cotton  which  the  vessel  will  take  out. 

Should  you  complete  the  purchase  you  will  please  send  a  copy  of  this 
letter  to  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  as  authority  for  drawing  the 
said  bills,  either  by  yourself  or  Adderly  &  Co.,  in  order  to  supply  any 
failure  of  my  letters  in  advising  them  in  time. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  MEMMUvTGEE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Louis  Heyliger,  Esq., 

Agent  of  the  Treasury,  Nassau,  New  Providence. 


Mr.  Memminger  to  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 

EiCHMOND,  A;pril  18, 1864. 
Dear  Sirs  :  I  have  authorized  Mr.  Louis  Heyliger,  depositary  of  the 
treasury  at  Nassau,  to  purchase,  through  Messrs.  Adderly  &  Co.,  the 
steamer  Alice,  now  at  liTassau,  and  to  draw  on  you  for  the  purchase- 
money,  at  ninety  days'  sight.  Please  accept  and  pay  the  bills,  whether 
drawn  by  Mr.  Heyliger  or  Messrs.  Adderly  &  Co.,  from  any  funds  in 
your  possession. 

Besides  the  means  which  will  be  at  your  control  for  this  purpose  from 
other  sources,  I  propose  to  send  you  the  first  cargo  of  cotton  which  this 
steamer  will  take  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  MEMMINGEE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co., 

Liverpool,  Great  Britain. 


•    Mr.  Seddon  to  3Iessrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 

Confederate  States  of  America. 

War  Department,  Richmond,  April  20, 1864. 
Gentlemen  :  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  the  steamer  Eugenie 
upon  such  terms  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Hon.  C.  J.  McEae,  and 
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place  the  proceeds  to  the  credit  of  tlie  ordnance  bureau,  (Colonel  J. 
Gorgas,)  as  the  steamer  was  purchased  out  of  the  funds  of  that  bureau. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOK, 

/Secret ((I'u  of  ^Ya)■. 
Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co., 

Livevjjjool,  Englcuuh 

[Endorsement.]     T  respectfully  ask  that  the  aboye  power  of  attorney 
l;>e  signed  by  the  honorable  secretary  of  war. 

J.  GORGAS, 
Colonel,  Chief  of  Ordnance. 


See  correspondence  between  Mr.  Adams  and  Earl  Eussell,  in  regard 
to  blockade-runners  and  the  Atlantic  Trading  Company,  April,  1864, 
Vol.  I,  j)p.  754-758. 


Mr.  2Iemmln(jer  to  2Ir.  HeyJiijer. 

EiCHMOND,  May  3,  1864. 
Sir  :  Herewith  I  hand  you  copy  of  letter  from  this  department,  of 
30th  March  ultimo,  in  reference  of  shipment  of  goods,  to  which  I  would 
respectfully  direct  your  attention. 

In  reference  to  your  compensation  as  depositary,  I  would  respectfully 
inform  you  that  the  same  is  a  commission  on  all  moneys  receiyed,  kept, 
and  paid  out  by  you,  of  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  first  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  second  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  remain- 
der, with  a  maximum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  if  the  total  amount  in 
one  year  be  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  or  less ;  if  oyer  that  amount 
the  maximum  will  be  twenty-fiye  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  You  will 
Ijlease  render  your  account  for  salary,  &c.,  to  this  department,  in  order 
that  it  may  be  audited  and  paid. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  G.  MEMMIXGER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Louis  Heyliger,  Esq., 

Confederate  States  Depositary,  Nassau,  New  Providence. 


MEMORATs'DfUM   OP   ACCOUNT. 

The  Confederate  States  of  America,  Treasury  Bejjartment,  to  L.  Heyliger. 

For  amount  of  salary  due  as  Confederate  States  depositary  fot  the  year 
ending  29th  March,  1864,  as  follows  : 

Amount  disbursed  for  account  of  the  respectiye  depart-- 
meats  and  bureaus  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  the 
date  as  above  specified £172, 318  3s.  M. 

11  A  c— YI' 
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Amount  of  specie  reoeh^ed  at  this  iioint  and  remitted  to 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  to  the  date  as  above  speci- 
fied, viz : 

Of  E.  C.  Elmore,  treasurer £35,020  16    8 

Of  Hon.  J.  H.  Eeagan,  P.  M.  G 0,230    0    0 

£41,  270  16s.  S(L 

Sales  of  20  bales  cotton,  on  account  medical  department, 

and  proceeds  remitted  to  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co 468  18    2 

Sales  of  103  bales  cotton,  on  account  commissary  depart- 
ment, and  proceeds  remitted  to  Eraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co -.-.        2,414  19    3 

Total 216,472     7 

$1,039,067  38 

i  per  cent,  on  $100,000  00 $500  00 

|per  cent,  on  $100,000  00 250  00 

I  per  cent,  on  $839,067  38 1,G4S  84 

1,798  84    =  £374  15     2 


L.  HEYLIGER,  Depositary. 


Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr.  Heyliger. 

EiCHMOND,  May  4,  1864. 
SiK :  Herewith  I  hand  you  copy  of  letter  from  this  department, 
addressed  to  the  secretary  of  war,  of  date  22d  IMarch,  ultimo,  in  refer- 
ence to  a  contract  with  Messrs.  Davis  &  Eitzhugh,  for  furnishing 
steamers,  for  running  the  blockade  with  supplies  for  the  government, 
■which  is  forwarded  for  your  consideration  and  guidance. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  G.  ME3IMINGER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
LOXJIS  HEYLieER,  Esq., 

Nassau,  New  Providence. 


Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  to  General  Lawton. 

LiVEEPOOL,  June  3,  1864. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  12th 
April,  and  make  due  note  of  your  remarks  therein. 

You  have  mistaken  the  tenor  of  our  former  letter.  We  did  not  state 
that  £25  per  bale  was  too  high  a  rate  for  Mr.  Heyliger  to  draw  upon  us 
against  shipments  of  cotton ;  on  the  contrary,  we  fixed  that  rate  as  one 
which  -we  should  be  willing  to  accept.  Our  desire  is  to  accommodate  the 
government  to  the  utmost  of  our  power;  but  we  must  be  guided  by  the 
market  value  of  the  cotton,  between  which  and  the  agents'  drafts  a  rea- 
sonable margin  ought  always  to  be  left  for  fluctuations.  The  return  of 
peace  or  a  sudden  change  in  the  aspect  of  affairs  pointing  in  that  direc- 
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tion,  which  may  occur  at  any  moment,  would  cause  immediate  and  dis- 
astrous fall  in  the  price  of  cotton,  in  which  case,  you  will  doubtless  quite 
understand  that  while  we  might  feel  no  anxiety  as  to  the  ultimate  liqui- 
dation of  the  debt  of  the  government  to  us  which  would  at  once  arise, 
the  temporary  want  of  so  large  an  amount  of  cash  might  cause  us  seri- 
ous, inconvenience. 

Inclosed  we  hand  you,  as  requested,  account  sales  of  several  shij)- 
uieuts,  as  enumerated  on  the  next  sheet,  amounting  to  735  bales,  which 
we  trnst  will  be  found  correct.  The  account  sales  of  the  remainder  will 
•be  forwarded  as  rapidly  as  they  are  closed,  and  the  cotton  delivered  to 
the  buyers. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  net  iDroceeds  of  these  sales  give  an  average 
of  £32  per  bale;  and  taking  this  sum  for  the  whole,  we  find  the  condition 
of  your  account  to  be  this  :  "We  have  received  in  all  on  account  of  your 
bureau  to  date,  1,821  bales  uplands  and  58  Sea  Islands,  and  computing 
the  former  at  £32  per  bale  and  the  Sea  Islands  at  £50  per  bag,  we  have 
£01,172  produced  from  cotton:  against  which  we  have  already  accepted 
the  drafts  of  Mr.  Heyhger  for  £56,500,  and  of  Major  Walker  for  £5,500, 
in  all  £62,000,  so  that  there  remains  no  balance  whatever  available  in 
our  hands  at  this  moment. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  yoiir  obedient  servants, 

FEASEK,  TEENHOLM  .&  CO., 

Depositaries  Confederate  States. 

General  A.  E.  Lawton, 

Quartermaster  General,  Riclimond. 


Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

London,  June  15, 1861. 
Complains  that  the  United  States  gun-boat  Tioga  resorts  frequently  to 
the  most  distant  and  least  populous  of  the  Bahama  out-Islands.     (See 
Yol.  I,  p.  300.) 


2lr.  Seu-ard  to  21r.  Adams. 

Department  oe  State, 

Washington,  July  2, 1861. 

Instructs  him  to  communicate  to  Lord  Eussell  that  the  whole  of  the 
British  West  India  Islands  are  practically  used  by  the  insurgents  as  a 
base  for  hostile  operations.     (Yol.  I,  p.  013.) 


Mr.  McRae  to  Mr.  Seddon. 

17  Savile  Eow,  London,  W., 

July  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  since  made  arrangements  with  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm 

&  Co.  to  furnish  the  government  with  eight  first-class  steamers,  to  be 

purchased  bv  or  built  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Bullock.    Two  of 

these  steamers,  the  Bat  and  the  Owl,  have  already  been  purchased,  and 
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will  leave  for  Beruiudu  ou  the  1st  of  August.  The  six  others  are  con- 
tracted for,  to  be  ready  for  sea  as  follows :  say,  two  iu  November,  two 
in  December,  and  t\Y0  in  April,  1865.  I  have  also  made  an  arrangement 
with  the  highly  respectable  firm  of  J.  K.  Gilliatt  &  Co.,  to  advance 
06150,000  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  or  building  other  steamers  to 
run  on  government  account,  produce  to  be  cousigued  to  them.  For  this 
advance  I  pay  5  per  cent,  commission,  and  7  per  cent,  interest,  and  the 
usual  mercantile  commission  of  2i  per  cent,  for  selling  the  produce,  I 
lodging  with  them  bonds  of  the  £3,000,000  cotton  loan,  at  the  market 
value,  to  net  the  £150,000,  with  a  margin  of  25  ijer  cent. 

As  Jlessrs.  Gilliatt  &  Co.  have  the  money  ready,  this  entire  line  might 
be  started  at  once,  if  the  proper  steamers  could  be  found,  but  the  diffi- 
culty is  in  getting  steamers  ready-built  that  are  suited  to  the  trade.  Cap- 
tain Bullock,  with  whom  I  am  directed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  consult  as  to  the  character  and  fitness  of  the  steamers,  is  now  nego- 
tiating for  two,  ou  the  Clyde,  which,  will  be  ready  for  sea  during  the 
month  of  August.  Thus  we  expect  to  get  off  four  first-class  paddle- 
wheel  steamers  during  the  month  of  August.  On  their  first  outward 
trips  they  all  will  be  sent  to  Bermuda,  where  I  understand  there  is  a  large 
accumulation  of  government  freight ;  thence  they  will  be  consigned  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Bayne.  The  other  steamers  to  be  supplied  under 
the  Gilliatt  contract  will  be  built  as  speedily  as  possible.  The  plans  and 
specifications  are  ready,  and  negotiations  are  going  on  with  the  build- 
ers. The  whole  will  be  ready  for  sea  during  the  month,  of  December, 
Thus  you  will  see  that  I  have  made  provision  for  fourteen  steamers,  four 
of  which  will  lea\e  here  during  the  mOnth  of  August,  eight  in  Decem- 
ber, and  two  (the  last  of  the  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  line)  in  Ax)ril, 
1805.  The  two  bought  by  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  the  Bat  and 
the  Owl,  and  the  two  we  expect  to  purchase  on  the  Clyde,  are  the  four 
best  steamers  now  being  built  in  the  kingdom,  and  are  greatly  superior 
to  most  of  the  steamers  heretofore  engaged  in  the  blockade  business. 
They  are  built  of  steel,  and  will  carry  one  thousand  bales  cotton  each, 
on  a  draught  of  seven  feet  water,  and  with  an  average  speed  of  thirteen 
knots  per  hour.  Those  to  be  built  will  be  superior  to  these,  and  will,  I 
think,  have  such  seagoing  qualities,  combined- with  speed,  as  will 
greatly  reduce  the  danger  of  running  the  blockade.  A  certain  part  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  produce  brought  out  by  these  steamers  will  be  set 
aside  to  keep  ui)  the  lines,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  government 
will  have  the  means  in  its  own  hands  to  obtain  all  the  supplies  required 
abroad,  without  incurring  auy  farther  foreign  debts. 

That  there  may  be  no  want  of  supplies  for  the  army  until  we  begin  to 
reap  the  results  of  these  enterprises,  I  have  made  a  contract  with  Alex- 
ander Collie  &  Co.  for  £150,000  clothing  and  quartermasters'  supplies, 
to  be  purchased  by  Major  J.  B.  Ferguson,  and  for  £50,000  ordnance 
and  medical  supplies,  to  be  purchased  by  Major  C.  Huse.  A  copy  of 
the  contract  you  will  find  inclosed.  Already  one  of  Mr.  Collie's  steam- 
ers, the  Falcon,  to  be  employed  in  carrying  out  this  contract,  has  sailed 
for  Bermuda,  and  the  second  steamer,  the  Flamingo,  which  takes  this, 
will  sail  to-morrow.  Major  Iluse  has  ]>urchased  about  £30,000  on  his 
credit  under  th^s  contract,  a  part  of  which  (medical  stores)  went  on  the 
Falcon,  and  he  hopes  to  get  off  some  other  light  goods  by  the  Flamingo. 
Major  Ferguson  has  placed  orders  for  the  whole  amount  of  his  credit, 
and  the  entire  contract  Avill  go  forward  to  the  islands  within  five  mouths. 

As  stated  above,  two  of  tlie  steamers  of  the  line,  to  be  employed  in 
this  business,  may  be  said  already  to  have  commenced' work ;  the  other 
two  will  sail,  one  in  the  middle  of  July,  the  other  the  1st  of  August,  and 


AND    THE    TEEASURY    OF    THE    INSURGENTS.  165- 

the  goods  ■nill  be  speedily  arriving  at  Wilmington.  Therefore  no  time 
should  be  lost  by- the  qnartermaster's  department  and  ordnance  bureau 
in  getting  cotton  readj-  at  the  ports,  to  be  exchanged  for  the  goods,  on 
delivery,  as  per  contract.  May  I  respectfully  ask  that  you  will  give 
instructions  to  this  effect  ? 

I  have  received  under  cover  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bayne, 
of  olst  April,  copy  of  the  regulations  established  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  yourself,  and  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  on  14th  April,  and 
approved  by  the  president  on  the  18th,  for  the  purchase  and  transport- 
ation abroad  of  tobacco,  cotton,  and  naval  stores. 

The  arrangement  I  have  made  for  steamers  seems  to  have  anticipated 
your  action,  and  will  supply  the  means  of  rendering  it  immediately  effi- 
cacious. 

The  distribution  of  the  ^'ork  among  the  various  departments  appears 
to  me  the  simplest  and  most  effective  mode  of  carrying  out  the  objects 
in  view.  The  only  thing  necessary,  in  my  opinion,  to  give  the  public 
service  the  full  benefit  of  these  regulations  is,  that  all  persons  abroad 
acting  under  them  should  be  formally  instructed  of  the  nature,  and 
limits  of  their  respective  duties. 

On  a  former  occasion,  /.  e.,  the  agreement  of  the  loth  September,  and 
your  letter  of  the  26th  idem,  the  failure  to  do  this  defeated  the  principal 
objects  you  had  in  view,  namely,  to  give  me  control  in  case  of  emer- 
gency of  the  funds  of  your  department  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  since  that  firm  declined  to  transfer  funds  in  their  hands 
from  one  bureau  of  your  department  to  another,  as  advised  in  my  letter 
to  you  of  the  18th  December,  Xo.  4,  A,  to  which  I  hoped,  ere  this,  to 
have  received  a  rei)ly,  inclosing  such  directions  to  Messrs.  Eraser,  Tren- 
holm iS:  Co.  as  would  enable  me  to  carry  out  the  views  expressed  in 
your  letter  of  September  26. 

I  still  think  it  desirable  that  all  the  funds  of  your  department  abroad 
should  be  under  my  direction.  As  I  am  now  issuing  large  credits  to  the 
purchasing  officers,  and  paying  any  drafts  that  may  be  drawn  on  me 
from  the  islands,  I  may  make  sacrifices  to  meet  these  engagements  which 
might  not  be  necessary  if  I  were  fully  advised  of  the  exact  state  of  the 
finances  of  your  department. 

With  much  respect,  vour  oliedient  servant, 

C.  J.  ilcEAE, 

Agent,  &c. 

Hon.  Jajies  a.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  ITw/',  Richmond,  Virginia. 


[Inclosure.] 

Memorandum  of  agreement  beticeen  Alexander  Collie,  of  London,  on  the  one 
■part,  and  Colin  J.  2lcEae,  as  representing  the  government  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America,  on  the  other  part. 

1.  Alexander  Collie  agrees  to  provide  four  large  and  powerful  steam- 
ers, to  carry  out  the  following  arrangement,  with  the  least  possible 
delay. 

2.  Alexander  Collie  will  at  once  cause  to  be  purchased,  under  Colin  J. 
McRae's  directions,  quartermasters'  stores  to  the  value  of  one  hundred 
and  flftj'  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  ordnance  and  medical  stores  to 
the  value  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  the  one  subject  to  the 
inspection  of  Major  J.  B.  Ferguson,  the  other  to  that  of  Major  C.  Huse. 
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3.  The  delivery  of  sucli  purchases  to  cxteucl  over  a  period  of  about  six 
months  in  proportionate  quantifies,  and  shipment  to  be  made  to  the 
Confederate  States  with  as  little  delay  thereafter  as  practicable. 

4.  Inland  carriage  and  packing  expenses  to  be  charged  in  the  invoice, 
and  2^  per  cent,  commission  to  be  chargeable  also. 

5.  Colin  J.  Mcllae,  on  behalf  of  his  government,  agrees  that  on 
arrival  in  the  confederacy  of  any  goods  purchased  and  shipped  by  Alex- 
ander Collie  under  this  agreement,  such  goods  will  be  immediately 
claimed  and  taken  over  by  the  government.  Fifty  per  cent,  advance 
will  be  added  to  the  English  invoice,  and  Alexander  Collie,  through 
his  agent,  will  immediately  receive  in  exchange  cotton  at  the  rate  of 
six  pence  sterling  per  pond. 

6.  Such  cotton  to  class  "  middling,"  and  to  be  delivered  alongside 
the  steamers  as  required,  compressed,  packed,  and  in  good  merchantable 
condition. 

7.  Full  cargoes  of  cotton  received  in  exchange  for  goods  delivered 
under  this  agreement,  may  be  shipped  by  Alexander  Collie,  through  his 
agent,  free  from  any  other  charge  or  restriction  whatsoever  beyond  the 
now  existing  tare  of  one-eighth  of  a  cent  per  pound. 

8.  ISo  steamers  to  have  i^riority  in  any  way  over  those  employed  by 
Alexander  Collie  in  this  service,  and  more  than  the  four  above-men- 
tioned may  be  used,  if  Alexander  Collie  can  arrange  to  put  them  on. 

9.  Colin  J.  McEae  further  agrees  that,  to  cover  the  expenses  of  Alex- 
ander Collie's  agencies  abroad,  he,  Alexander  Collie,  is  to  have  the  privi- 
lege of  providing  and  bringing  out  other  cotton  than  that  received  under 
the  agreement,  to  the  extent  of  one-tenth  part  of  the  cargo  space  of  the 
respective  steamers,  and  such  cotton  (or  tobacco)  may  be  shipped  on 
same  terms  as  indicated  for  government  cotton,  viz,  free  from  all  other 
charges  or  restrictions  whatsoever,  except  the  before-named  export  duty 
now  existing. 

10.  This  agreement  is  to  be  construed  by  both  parties  in  a  spirit  of 
contidenee  and  liberality.  The  one  will  purchase  and  send  forward  the 
supplies  indicated  with  the  least  possible  delay;  the  other  Mill  deliver 
cotton,  as  required,  in  the  same  way;  and  neither  party  will  withhold 
necessary  supplies  on  account  of  any  temx^orary  shortcoming  on  the  part 
of  the  other. 

11.  Alexander  Collie's  agents,  with  the  necessary  staff  for  attending 
to  this  business,  are  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  residing  in  the  con- 
federacy free  from  liability  to  conscription;  and  every  reasonable  facil- 
ity is  to  be  allowed  them  for  effectually  carrying  out  the  terms  of  this 
agreement. 

ALEXAXDEE  COLLIE, 
C.  J.  McEAE, 
Agents  Confederate  »S7«^e^  of  America. 
London,  Jtme  13,  1804. 


2Ir.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

Confederate  States  of  A:vierica, 

}savy  Department,  Richmond,  JuJy  0,  1SC4. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  a  list  of  treasury  notes 

left  with  Commander  James  D.  Bullock,  Confederate  States  navy,  by  the 

disbursing  officer  of  Florida  as  public  money.    The  Florida  being  on  a 

cruise,  and  being  iinable  to  use  these  bills,  they  were  placed  with  Com- 
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mautler  Bullock  to  be  returned  to  the  treasmy.    Please  inform  me  of 
the  disposition  to  be  made  of  them  to  secure  the  proper  credit  at  the 
treasury  for  them  in  the  adjustment  of  accounts. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  ]\IALLOEY, 

iSecrcUiry  of  the  Nary. 
Hon.  C.  G-.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Memmiiujer  to  Mr.  2lallory. 

EiCHMOND,  July  7,  1864. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  Cth  instant,  inclosing  list  of  numbers  of  confed- 
erate notes  issued  September  2, 1862,  and  turned  over  to  Commander  J. 
D.  Bullock  by  Captain  J.  jST.  Mafifttt,  is  received. 

The  notes  should  be  deposited  with  the  depositary  in  England,  can- 
celed, placed  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriations,  and"^then  a  new  requi- 
sition can  be  issued  for  the  amount. 
Yery  respectfully, 

C.  G.  MEMMI]SrGEE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Mr.  McRae  to  Jlr.  Mallory. 

48  Avenue  Gabriel,  Paris, 

August  4,  1864. 

Sir:  Please  find  inclosed  complete  statement  of  the  accounts  of 
your  department  with  the  loan,  to  the  30th  of  June  last,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  navy  department  has  received  from  the  loan  £595,246, 
and  that  there  is  still  due  on  warrant  No.  428,  held  by  Commander 
J.  D.  Bullock,  £210,136. 

As  Commander  Bullock  is  not  now  in  need  of  funds,  1  have  not 
deemed  it  advisable  'to  sell  the  stock  of  the  loan  held  by  the  government 
to  pay  this  balance.  For  the  same  reason  it  has  not  been  necessary  to 
sell  any  of  your  securities  in  my  hands,  memorandum  of  which  you  will 
find  at  the  foot  of  the  account. 

I  have  also  to  advise  you  that  since  the  30th  June,  to  wit,  the  5th 
July,  I  received  fi^om  Commander  J.  H.  North  £105,000,  to  enable  me 
to  deposit  Avith  Messrs.  Erlanger  &  Co.  the  interest  and  sinking  fund 
due  on  the  loan  of  September  1,  (by  the  terms  of  the  contract  the  deposit 
has  to  be  made  two  months  in  advance.)  This  sum  (£105,000)  has  been 
placed  to  the  credit  of  your  department  on  the  books  of  this  agency, 
and  debited  to  the  treasury  department,  but  it  is  understood  between 
Commander  North  and  myself  that  if  you  do  not  approve  of  the  arrange- 
ment, or  should  order  him  to  make  other  use  of  the  money,  it  is  to  be 
returned  to  your  department. 

I  hope,  however,  that  this  will  not  be  necessary,  at  least  for  the 
present,  ars  I  would  have  no  means  of  returning  the  money,  except  by 
the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  loan.  This  would  now  be  bad  policy,,  as, 
with  the  means  we  will  soon  have  of  bringing  out  cotton,  I  consider 
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that  article  worth  much  more  than  6(7.  per  potincl,  which  would  be  all 
that  Ave  could  get  for  it  even  if  the  bouds  were  sold  at  par,  (100.)  They 
are  now  worth  75  to  77. 

Commander  Bullock  informs  me  that  he  has  kept  you  fully  advised 
of  what  he  has  been  doing  in  the  way  of  building  and  purchasing 
steamers. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  Mc'IfAE, 

Agent,  dc. 
Hon.  S.  E.  Malloey, 

Secrdary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond. 


Mr.  McBae  to  J/r.  Seddon. 

•48  Avenue  Gabeiel,  Paets, 

A^^(JUst  4,  1864. 

SiE:  I' inclose  yoir  a  full  ahd  complete  account  of  your  department 
with  the  loan  to  the  30th  June,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  various 
bureaus  of  the  department  have  received  £686,754  19s.  Id.  from  the  loan. 
Of  this  sum  £121,201  19s.  Id.  has  been  paid  without  warrants.  I  have 
sent  detailed  statements  of  these  payments  to  the  quartermaster  general 
and  chief  of  ordnance,  so  that  they  may  make  requisitions  for  the  neces- 
sary warrants  to  close  the  account?!,  and  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
forms  of  the  treasury  department,  I  have  also  requested  Colonel  Gorgas 
to  send  warrants  to  close  the  accounts  of  Major  Huse,  created  j)rior  to 
the  31st  December  last,  and  for  the  credits  I  have  issued  him  since  that 
time. 

You  will  also  perceive  that  there  is  a  balance  of  £8,137  5s.  Id.  still 
due  Major  J.  B.  Ferguson,  Jr.,  on  the  warrant  for  £35,000,  held  by  him. 
This  will  be  paid  on  the  15th  instant. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  say  that  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  Charles  H.  Eeid  >&  Co.,  aUas  the  Mercantile  Trading  Company, 
limited,  Avill  ask  a  renewal  of  the  copartnershij)  contract  with  them. 
This  ought  not  to  be  done.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  full  statement 
from  this  company  of  the  business  of  the  old  contract,  but  as  the 
last  of  these  steamers,  the  Index,  has  returned  to  England,  and  all  the 
cotton  has  been  received  or  is  on  the  way  from  the  islands,  I  hope  soon 
to  be  able  to  close  up  the  old  business,  which  I  fear  will  result  badly  for 
the  government. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  :MrEAE, 

Agent,  Ac. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond. 


Mr.  Jadcuon  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  117.]  UNITED  States  Consulate, 

Halifax,  N.  8.,  August  23,  1864. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  j^ou  that,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
the  yellow-fever,  both  at  Bermuda  and  Nassau,  this  port  has  become  the 
headquarters  of  those  engaged  in  running  the  blockade. 
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Blookiulers  are  almost  daily  arriving  here  from  Wilmiiigtoa,  aad  it  is 
the  design  of  parties  interested  in  the  blockade-rnnniug  business  to 
establish  a  regular  line  between  this  port  and  Wilmington.  A  confed- 
erate depot  has  been  established  here,  including  wharf  and  a  warehouse, 
where  blockade-runners  and  privateers  can  always  be  supplied  with 
coals  and  other  articles  adapted  to  their  purposes. 

Since  my  last  dispatch  two  additional  blockade-runners,  the  Helen 
and  the  Owl,  have  arrived  in  port.  The  Helen,  it  is  expected,  will  sail 
for  Wilmington  to-morrow  night. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ar.  JAOKSOS". 
Hon.  Willi a:m  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Captain  BullocJc  to  2[r.  Memmingei. 

Liverpool,  August  23,  1804. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
July  2,  1804,  inclosing  draft  Xo.  0,051  for  £10,000,  in  my  favor,  on 
Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  which  yon  instruct  me  to  use  in  pay- 
ment of  cost  of  a  steamer  now  building  to  run  the  blockade,  for  the 
treasury  department,  to  keep  a  separate  account  of  the  amount,  and 
render  it  to  the  treasury  department,  with  proper  vouchers. 

Yon  doubtless  refer  to  one  of  the  steamers  alluded  to  in  your  letter  of 
March  29,  1801,  to  the  Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory,  secretary  of  the  navy,*  a  copy 
of  which  he  inclosed  me  under  the  same  date,  with  instructions  to  build 
some  such  ships  on  the  terms  indicated.  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.  not  having  your  instructions  to  advance  me  the  necessary  amount 
of  money,  I  might  have  been  delayed  in  carrying  out  your  wishes,  but 
General  IMcRae  was  just  then  on  the  point  of  closing  a  contract  with 
that  firm  for  a  large  sum  with  which  to  build  a  number  of  steamers, 
especially  for  the  service  of  the  treasury  department,  and  as  the  inten- 
tion was  to  place  the  construction  of  the  ships  and  their  general  man- 
agement in  England  under  my  control.  General  McRae  suggested  tbat 
I  could  bnild  two  such  steamers,  as  were  specified  in  your  letter  to  Hon. 
S.  E.  Mallory  of  March  29,  1801,  out  of  the  funds  he  was  then  negotiat- 
ing for.  As  soon  as  the  financial  arrangements  were  completed,  I  began 
the  construction  and  purchase  of  steamers,  and  have  much  satisfaction 
in  stating  that  four  have  been  bought  and  ten  are  building.  Among 
the  latter  are  two  especially  designed  for  the  shallow  inlets  of  Florida. 
In  consequence  of  the  long  Atlantic  voyage  these  vessels  would  have  to 
encounter  before  reaching  their  regular  trading  latitudes,  I  was  obliged 
to  go  somewhat  beyond  the  price  intimated  by  the  honorable  secretary 
of  the  navy,  but  the  draught  of  water  has  been  kept  within  the  limits  speci- 
fied. The  vessels  are  designed  to  carry  SOO  bales  of  cotton  and  three 
days'  fuel  on  a  draught  of  five  feet,  but  can  safely  be  loaded  to  six  feet, 
upon  which  draught  they  will  carry  700'bales  each,  with  the  same  quantity 
of  fuel.  The  cost  of  each  of  these  steamers  will  be  £15,000,  but  the 
additional  cost  is  amply  compensated  for  by  their  increased  capacity 
and  safer  sea-going  qualities.  The  £10,000  you  now  send  me,  not  being- 
required  for  the  original  purpose,  I  have  proposed  to  use  it  to  meet  the 
cost  of  provisioning  and  equipping  all  the  ships  for  their  outward 
voyages,  which  will  lessen  the  •  sum  General  McEae  has  arranged  to 
borrow  from  Messrs.  Gilliat  &  Co.  for  the  construction  and  outfit  of 

*  See  ante  p.  157,  ilr.  Mallory  to  Messrs.  Fraaer,  Trenholm  &  Co. 
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steamers ;  but  slioulcl  you  not  approve  of  this  arrangement,  or  should 
you  desire  to  make  some  other  disposition  of  the  money,  I  can  replace 
it  by  drawing  on  Messrs.  Gilliat  &  Go.  I  will  simply  add  that  General 
McEae  thinks  the  proposed  disposition  of  your  draft  judicious.  All  the 
steamers  shall  be  pushed  to  completion  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  I  will 
use  every  effort  to  hasten  tlieir  departure. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  BULLOCK. 

Hon.  G.  G.  ME3IMINGEK, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  tSeicard. 

[Extract.] 

E"o.  348.]  United  States  Gonsulate, 

Liverpool,  Septemher  9,  ISCi. 
Sir:  The  British  government,  in  all  the  cases  of  building  war  vessels 
or  i)iratical  crafts  for  the  so-called  confederate  government,  lefused  to 
lake  any  steps  to  stop  the  vessels,  until  satisfactory  evidence  was  laid 
before  them.  They  required  us  to  furnish  this  evidence,  but  provided 
no  means  or  process  by  which  we  could  obtain  it. 

I  am,  sir,  A'erv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbayard, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

E"o.  350.]  United  States  Gonsulate, 

Liverpool,  Septemher  13,  18C4. 

Sir  :  Our  consul  at  iSTantes  writes  me,  that  Gaptain  Tessier  is  at 
that  i)lace  superintending  the  vessels  building  for  the  confederates. 
Tou  will  recollect  that  this  man  is  the  same  who  commanded  the  steamer 
Bahama  when  she  sailed  from  Hartlepool  with  the  armament  of  the  pirate 
Florida,  and  who  commanded  the  same  vessel  when  she  sailed  from 
Liverpool  in  August,  1862,  with  a  part  of  the  armament  and  stores,  and 
with  Gaptain  Semmes  and  many  of  the  officers  and  men,  for  the  pirate 
Alabama.  He  is  under  the  control  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  in 
the  .employ  of  the  confederacy,  and  has  been  in  that  service  ever  since 
the  rebellion  broke  out. 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  a  passage  in  a  work  recently  published 
in  this  country,  entitled,  "  Sir  John  Eliot,  a  biography  by  John  Poster,  in 
two  volumes,''  to  show  the  difference  between  the  conduct  of  the  Brit- 
ish government  in  the  seventeenth  century,  when  a  part  of  France  wTas 
in  revolt,  and  the  nineteenth  century,  when  a  part  of  the  United  States 
are  in  rebellion.  The  paragraph  which  I  quote  is  in  volume  two,  begin- 
ing  on  page  twenty : 

"  One  of  his  tirst  orders  strikingly  exemplified  the  sense  of  justice, 
irrespective  of  personal  leanings,  with  which  he  performed  strictly  at 
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this  time  his  official  duties.  A  French  ship  laden  Avitli  wine,  belonging 
to  one  David  Alexander,  of  Dieppe,  a  Papist,  had  been  taken  prize  under 
commission  from  the  town  of  Rocbelle,  then  in  revolt  against  the  French 
King,  and  driven  by  storm  into  Dartmoutli,  where  Eliot  arrested  her. 
Here  all  his  sympathies  were  with  the  captors  and  against  the  captured. 
But  in  vain  he  was  petitioned  to  permit  the  ship  to  be  carried  into  and 
judged  at  Eochelle.  The  case  was  too  clear  to  admit  of  doubt.  Eng- 
land was  yet  at  ])eace  with  France,  and  the  men  who  made  prize  of  the 
ship  as  rebels  to  the  French  King  could  only  be  regarded  as  pirates  by 
an  Euglish  vice-admiral.  Eliot  was  immovable;  and  though  Buck- 
ingham was  anxious  to  have  found  a  flaw  in  the  transaction,  and  it  was 
reopened  on  the  Rochellers  being  taken  under  protection  by  England, 
the  admiralty  could  only  confirm  the  decision  of  Eliot." 

The  following  note  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  referring  to  this 
passage : 

"  MS.  S.  P.  O,  (manuscript  state-paper  office.)    There  is  no  date  or 
indorsement  upon  the  MS.  fragment  from  which  I  derive  this  fact,  but 
it  will  be  found  in  Domestic  Correspondence,  XXII,  art.  55.'" 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  2Ir.  Trenhohn. 

CONPEDBBATE    STATES   OF  AMERICA, 

N'avy  Department,  llicliniond,  Septeynher  21,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  learn  that  the  captain  of  the  steamer  Owl  claims  the  right  to 
retain  the  command.  Supposing  that  this  vessel  was  the  propertj^  of  the 
Confederate  States,  I  have  made  preparations  to  place  a  naval  officer  in 
charge,  in  conformity  with  our  regulations,  but  the  statement  of  the 
captain  induces  a  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  so  doing.  Be  pleased 
l(j  inform  me  whether  the  vessel  is  the  property  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

1  am,  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  G-EORGE  A.  Teenholm, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Trenhohn  to  Mr.  Mallory. 

Treasury  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  September  '22,  1804. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  21st  instant, 
and  to  state  that  the  Owl  is  the  property  of  the  government,  but  under 
the  contract  made  with  Mr.  McEae,  she  was  to  stand  in  the  name  of  the 
builder  (or  some  party  named  by.Fraser,  Trenhohn  &  Co.)  until  paid  for. 

Messrs.  John  Eraser  &  Co.  will  have  no  hesitation  in  making  the 
transfer  to  the  government,  whenever  the  secretary  of  the  navy  may 
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deem  this  expedient.  But  for  tliis  trip,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  she  had 
better  be  allowed  to  depart  ■without  detention,  having  her  cargo  all  on 
board. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  A.  TRENHOLM, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  S.  li.  3IALL0RY, 

iScvretary  of  the  Nary. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Trenholm. 

Xavy  Depaetment, 
Richmond,  September  2-,  180-1. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  this  daj%  in  reply  to  my  inquiry  of  yesterday,  in- 
forming me  that  the  Owl,  by  contract  with  ilr.  McRae,  is  to  stand  in 
the  name  of  the  builder  until  paid  for,  but  that  Messrs.  John  Fraser  & 
Co.  Avill  have  no  hesitation  in  making  the  transfer  to  the  goverunient, 
whenever  the  secretarj"  of  the  navy  may  deem  this  expedient,  has  been 
received. 

The  secretary  of  the  navy  is  required  to  take  charge  of  the  steamers 
of  the  government,  employed  in  tlie  blockade  trade,  and  to  i>lace  a  naval 
officer  in  command.  Upon  being  informed,  on  the  Owl's  aiTival,  that 
she  was  a  vessel  of  this  class,  I  supposed  she  would  be  transferred  to 
my  control,  and  I  therefore  ordered  Commander  Maffitt  to  Wilmington 
to  take  charge  of  her,  and,  in  view  of  the  regulations  upon  the  subject, 
it  is  my  duty  to  do  so.  Understanding  also  that  the  English  captain 
was  to  receive,  by  contract,  £500  out  and  £500  in,  with  the  use  of  his 
cabin  for  storing  cotton,  equal' to  about  £2,000  on  the  rouud  voyage,  I 
deem  it  expedient  to  place  a  naval  officer  in  charge,  a  chauge  which 
would  involve  the  transfer  of  the  vessel.  If  she  is  the  property  of  the 
government  I  presume  I  am  bound  to  place  a  naval  officer  in  charge,  and, 
in  such  case,  the  vessel  should  be  transferred. 
Verv  respectfuHv,  vour  obedient  servant. 

S.  R.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury'. 


Colonel  Gorejas  to  2[r.  Secldoii. 

Ordnance  Bureau, 

Richmond,  October  5,  ISiGl. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  supply  of  arms  on  hand  will  soon 
be  exhausted.  According  to  my  last  advices  17,000  infantry  and  7,000 
cavalry  arms  had  been  ijurchased  abroad  by  Major  Huse.  A  portion  of 
them  may  soon  be  expected ;  but,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  work- 
men from  the  armories,  it  -will  be  necessary  to  look  abroad  for  our  whole 

supply. 

I  request,  therefore,  that  orders  be  sent  at  once  to  Colonel  ]\rcRea 
to  supply  ilajor  Huse  with  funds  to  purchase  50,000  additional  arms 
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without  delay,  and  ia  preference   to    all  other,  purchases.*   This  will 
require  an  expenditure  of  only  about  £100,000. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully. 

J.  GORGAS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnance. 
Hon.  Jajies  a.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War^  C.  S.  A.,  Bichmond,  Va. 

P-  S.— The  necessary  instructions  will  be  sent  to  ^Major  Huse,  and 
proper  requisitions  made  ou  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

J.  G. 
Ordnance  Bureau. 
[Endorsement.]     Let    the    letter  be  addressed   to  Colonel  McRae, 
stating  necessities,  and  requesting  immediate  application  of  funds  to 
this  end,  and  submit  it  for  my  adoption. 


October  6,  ISGi. 


J.  A.  S. 


Mr..Nutt  to  Captain  Bulloel;. 


Treasury  of  the  Confederate  {States, 

Bichmond,  Virginia,  October  22, 18G4. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  inclosed  original  of  draft  No.  095,  ou  navy  warrant  l!fo . 
(320,  in  your  faror,  on  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  depositary  Confede- 
rate States,  Liverpool,  for  £77,.3i911s.  M.  sterling— $375,000  ;  (account 
of  appropriations  as  follows :  For  "  pay  of  the  navy,"  $100,000 ;  "  equip- 
ment and  stores  of  vessels,"  $25,000 ;  "  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores," 
$100,000;  "contingent  enumerated,"  $25,000;  "support  of  marine 
corps,"  $50,000 ;  "  medical  supplies  and  surgeons'  necessaries,"  $50,000 ; 
"  construction  of  sub-marine  batteries,"  825,000.) 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W3I.  D.  NUTT, 
Acting  Treasurer  Confederate  /States. 
Commander  James  D.  Bullock, 

Confederate  States  Xavy. 

■     (Care  3Iessrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  England.) 


Captain  Bulloel:  to  General  McBae. 

« 

Liverpool,  Xoeember  1,  1864. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  The  Stag  is  in  the  hands  of  the  shipwrights,  and  will 
sail  again  on  Saturday  next.  The  Deer,  1  hope,  will  follow  on  the  Satur- 
day folio  sving.  The  outward  disbursements  of  both  ships  will  be  made 
up  as  soon  after  as  possible,  and  I  will  give  Messrs.  J.  K.  Silliat  the 
proper  certificate  for  presentation  to  you. 

Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  have  sent  me  the  account  of  the  Bat. 
It  involved  interest  and  commission  account,  of  Avhich  I  knew  nothing, 
and  I  have  asked  them  simply  to  show  me  the  vouchers  for  her  supplies, 
the  money  cost  of  which  I  will  add  to  the  price  of  the  ship,  and  will  then 
certify  to  the  whole  sum. 

I  fear  we  are  destined  to  be  gi'eatly  embarrassed  in  our  business 
by  the    action   of   the  government  at  home.    A  gentleman  has  jusD 
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arrived  from  Eiclimond  and  reports  that  the  Owl  has  been  taken 
by  the  government  and  armed  as  a  vessel  of  war,  and  that  guns, 
&c.,  "were  all  in  readiness  to  be  put  on  board  the  Bat,  had  she  got  in. 
This  is  in  violation  of  the  contract  with  Mr.  Priolean,  and  he  is 
a  good  deal  disturbed.  He  says  he  will  await  the  arrival  of  the 
ZSTassau  mail,  and  if  it  turns  out  that  the  ship  has  been  taken,  and 
no  provision  has  been  made. to  pay  for  her,  he  will  object  to  the 
sailing  of  any  other  ships.  He  thinks  that  the  government  ought  to 
take  and  paj^  for  the  ships  in  cash  here,  or  permit  them  to  bring  out 
cotton,  according  to  agreement.  I  suppose  you  have  fully  informed  the 
treasury  department  of  the  nature  of  the  contracts  under  which  all  the 
blockade  runners  are  building.  The  navy  department  has  some  fine 
ships  building  for  its  own  especial  service,  and  I  cannot  imagine  why 
such  ships  as  the  Bat  and  Owl,  totally  unsuited  for  war  purposes,  should 
be  taken  from  their  legitimate  trade. 
Yours,  truly, 

.JAilES  D.  BLTLLOCK. 
General  C.  J.  McKae. 


Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 

[Extract.] 

House  op  Eepresentatives,  Noremler  7,  ISG-i. — Eeferred  to  Com- 
m  ittee  on  Saval  Affairs. 

December  5,  1SG4. — Reported  back  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 
Navy  Department^  Riclimond,  Xoi-ember  5,  1804. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  operations  of  this  de- 
partment since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  April  30,  1804. 

In  November,  1803,  the  steam  sloop  Eappahannock,*  pierced  for  four 
guns,  was  purchased  by  the  agents  of  this  department  in  Great  Britain. 
She  left  Sherness  on  the  25th  of  if  ovember,  without  armament  or  equip- 
ments for  war  purposes,  and  was  comxDelled  to  seek  the  French  port  of  Ca- 
lais to  repair  and  adjust  her  engines,  and  to  complete  indispensable  prepa- 
rations for  a  voyage  to  the  Confederate  States.  The  officer  in  command 
reported  the  arrival  of  his  ship,  her  condition  and  crew,  and  asked  per- 
mission to  repair.  This  being  promptly  granted  by  the  French  author- 
ities, the  necessary  work  was  performed  and  the  ship  was  prepared  for 
sea,' without  her  armament,  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  when,  by  an 
extraordinary  and  unfriendly  order  from  the  French  government,  she 
was  prevented  from  proceeding  to  sea  with  more  than  thirty-five  offtcers 
and  men,  although  her  commander  on  his  arrival  had  officially  reported 
his  ship's  company  at  one  hundred  men.  Thirty-iive  men  were  deemed 
insufficient  for  the  management  of  the  vessel,  and  she  is  consequently 
detained  in  the  i>ort  of  Calais. 

With  great  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
The  President. 

*  For  correspoudence  relative  to  the  Rappahannock  see  Vol.  II,  pages  725-794. 
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Major  Ferguson  to  General  Laieton. 
[Extiaot.] 

Cooper's  Eow, 
Liverpool^  November  20,  1864. 

General:  The  chief  reason  for  makiug  Liverpool  my  headquarters 
arises  from  the, — first,  that  it  is  the  best  shipping  ])ort  in  the  kingdom  j 
second,  it  is  within  three  or  four  hours'  ride  of  the  woolen  and  shoe  dis- 
tricts ;  third,  it  is  the  custom  of  all  the  manufacturers  to  deliver  their 
goods  free  at  Liverpool  or  ]\rauchestfr,  M'here  they  are  inspected  and 
repacked  for  shij)ment. 

By  having  my  office  and  packing  presses  in  Liverpool  I  save  the 
carriage  froni  Manchester  to  Liverpool,  and  also  save  the  shipping 
charges,  which  I  have  had  to  pay  to  a  commission  house.  My  knowl- 
edge of  the  market  will  enable  me  in  most  instances  to  do  without  the 
brokers,  commission  agents,  and  all  classes  of  middle-men.  All  that  I 
want  is  explicit  orders  from  you  as  to  what  is  most  needed  and  the 
money  to  buy  them,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  the  supplies  will  be 
sent  forward  with  dispatch,  in  good  order  and  condition,  and  without 
the  aid  of  these  numerous  southern  sympathizers  who  love  the  confed- 
eracy much,  but  their  jjof/i-efs  the  more. 

I  inclose  statement  of  the  goods  shipped  under  the  Collie  and  Rosen- 
berg contracts  up  to  this  time. 

I  am,  general,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  FEEGUSON, 

Major  and  Quartermaster. 

General  A.  E.  Laavton, 

Quartermaster  General,  Richmond,   Virginia. 

P.  S. — I  stated  in  the  body  of  my  letter  tliat  it  was  the  custom  of  all 
the  manufacturers  in  the  woolen  and  shoe  districts  to  deliver  their  goods 
carriage  free  at  Liveriiool. 

May  I  ask  that  in  all  future  contracts  made  by  you,  that  you  will 
stipulate  with  the  parties  to  deliver  the  goods  free  of  charge  to  my  ad- 
dress at  Liverpool,  where  they  can  be  properly  inspected,  repaclced,  and 
shipped  ? 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seu-ard. 

Xo.  147.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  Jfovemher  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  movement  of  blockade- 
running  steamers  at  these  islands  since  my  No.  145,  of  November  16, 
viz  :  Arrived  20th,  Armstrong,  from  Wilmington,  with  750  bales  cotton 
to  Crenshaw  Bros. ;  23d,  Talisman,  Knox,  master,  with  450  bales  cotton 
to  James  Thurrold ;  reports  having  been  hard  chased  for  two  days ;  threw 
over  her  deck  load;  24th,  Euby;  25th,  Stag,  both  from  England  via 
Madeira;  the  Euby  got  short  of  coal  and  burned  most  of  her  wood- work; 
the  Stag  came  in  painted  white.  Sailed:  November  19,  Vulture;  23d, 
Evylyn ;  24th,  Armstrong  and  Vixen ;  26th,  Emma  Henry,  Seid,  master, 
late  of  the  Lynx — all  for  Wilmington. 

From  the  best  information  I  can  obtain  I  think  there  is  at  the  present 
time  nearly,  or  quite,  forty  thousand  tons  of  steam  coal  in  the  hands  of 
southern  agents  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

C.  M.  ALLEN. 

Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Mr.  Trcnliolm  to  Mr.  Mallory. 

Treasury  Depaetjient,  0.  S.  A.; 

Biclimond,  December  17,  18C4. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  IGth  instant,  in  relation  to  the  steamer  Stag,  has 
been  received.  1  learned  verbally  from  Colonel  Bayne  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  decision  of  the  British  government  to  regard  as  transports 
vessels  owned  by  the  Confederate  States  engaged  in  running  the  block- 
ade, you  now  preferred  that  the  Stag  should  be  transferred  to  JohnFra- 
ser  &  Co.,  and  appear  as  private  property.  I  accordingly  sent  a  dis- 
patch yesterday  to  De  Eosset  &  Brown,  Wilmington,  to  transfer  the 
vessel  to  them,  and  deliver  her  over  to  the  naval  ofticer  appointed  to 
take  the  command. 

As  the  vessel  really  belongs  to  the  government,  and  is  placed  in  the 
name  of  that  firm  as  a  temporarj-  expedient  only,  I  suppose  the  whole 
management  and  expenses  Avill  be  assumed  by  the  navy  department. 
Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  TEEXHOLM, 

Becretary  of  Treasury. 
Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  Kavy. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Trcnholm. 

Confederate  States  oe  Asierica, 
Xavy  Department,  liichmond,  December  19,  1864. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  relative  to  the  Stag,  has  been 
received.  All  the  expenses  of  running  that  vessel  and  the  Owl  will  of 
course  be  borne  by  this  dei^artment.  The  only  object  in  transferring 
them  to  John  Fraser  &  Co.  was  to  place  them  in  well-known  private 
hands  and  avoid  the  difficulty  referred  to  in  your  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 
Hon.  G.  A.  Trenholm, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Trenholm. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
JS^avy  Department,  liichmond,  December  19,  1864. 
Sir  :  Agreeably  with  ourjunderstanding  of  the  17th  instant,  after  con- 
ferring with  Lieutenant  Eamsay,  the  Laurel,*  has  been  transferred  to 
the  treasury  department,  and  Lieutenant  Eamsay  has  been  directed  to 
continue  in  command  of  the  vessel  and  to  carry  out  your  instructions 
relative  to  both  the  vessel  and  cargo. 
1  will  thank  you  to  instruct  your  agents  to  arrange  with  Commander 

*  This  was  the  vessel  that  took  the  armament  to  the  Sheuandoah.    See  post,  under 
head  "  Shenandoah." 
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Bullock  in  Liverpool  for  the  cost  of  the  vessel,  which  I  understand  from 
Lieutenant  Eamsay  to  be  about  £12,000,  and  to  inform  me  thereof,  that 
I  may  advise  Commander  Bullock  on  the  subject. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
lion.  Gr.  A.  Teenholm, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


2L:  Trenholm  to  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Go, 
[Extract.] 

Treasury  Department,  0.  S.  A., 
Richmond,  December  24, 1864. 

Sirs:  The  steamer  Laurel  is  about  to  sail  from  Charleston  with  a 
cargo  of  cotton,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Eamsay.  He  will 
have  a  power  of  attorney  from  John  Fraser  &  Co.  to  sell  the  steamer  in 
S"assau,  if  possible.  Failing  to  do  so,  he  will  take  her  to  England  to  be 
sold  by  you.  The  proceeds  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  less  about  £12,000, 
which  you  will  pay  to  Captain  Bullock  for  the  credit  of  the  navy  de- 
partment, must  be  placed  at  the  credit  of  the  treasury.  You  will  please 
make  a  separate  statement  of  this  transaction,  deducting  the  £12,000 
and  crediting  the  treasury  with  the  balance.  In  case  of  the  loss  of  the 
steamer  you  will  pay  Captain  Bullock  out  of  the  first  moneys  at  your 
disposal  not  otberwise  appropriated  about  £12,000,  being  the  cost  of  a 
steamer  called  the  Laurel. 
Very  respectfuUv, 

G.  A.  TEENHOLM, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co., 

C.  S.  Depositaries,  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  427.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  January  27, 1865. 
Sir:  Admitting  to  the  English  government,  for  the  sake  of  the  argu- 
ment, the  propriety  and  correctness  of  the  rule  they  have  laid  down  of 
not  taking  any  steps  to  stop  the  sailing  of  these  piratical  vessels  until 
they  have  positive  evidence  of  their  hostile  destination,  and  conse- 
quently their  inability  to  prevent  their  being  fitted  out,  still,  if  they 
w'ere  friendly,  and  really  desired  to  stop  them,  it  could  be  most  effect- 
ually done  by  merely  issuing  an  order  denying  all  these  vessels  so  fitted 
out  in  Great  Britain  hospitality  or  refuge  in  their  ports.  There  is  not 
a  vessel  among  them  that  could  keep  the  sea  for  any  length  of  time,  if 
all  British  ports,  colonial  as  well  as  home,  were  closed  against  them. 
But  I  am  satisfied  that  they  could  be  stopped  without  this,  if  the  gov- 
12  A  c— VI 
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eruuient  and  its  oflicials  were  honest  and  really  wanted  to  do  it.  If  it 
was  reversed,  and  it  was  the  United  States  that  was  fitting  out  these  expe- 
ditions, they  would  find  a  way  to  stop  them.  There  would  be  no  such 
farce  as  the  Alexantka  trial,  no  £50  fines  for  fitting  out  a  Georgia,  or 
adjournment  of  a  criminal  trial  for  three  months  after  the  case  had  been 
commenced,  and  half  of  the  evidence  given  to  the  jury.  Government 
officials  and  government  detectlN'es  would  find  enough  evidence,  not  only 
to  seize,  but  to  condemn  the  vessel  and  convict  the  parties  concerned 
iu  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

THUS.  H.  DUDLEY. 


For  intercepted  correspondence  between  Captain  Morris,  Captain  Bar- 
ney, Captain  Bullock,  and  others,  February,  1864,  and  January,  1865, 
see  Vol.  II,  pp.  470-474.  This  correspondence  was  transmitted  to  Earl 
Itussell  by  Mr.  Adams  on  18th  January,  1865. 

For  correspondence  relative  to  the  refusal  to  permit  the  United  States 
ship  San  Jacinto  to  anchor  in  the  port  of  ISTassau,  January,  1865,  see 
Vol.  I,  pp.  707-718. 

For  the  final  remonstrance  against  the  acts  of  the  insurgent  agents  in 
England,  Lord  Eussell  to  Messrs.  Mason,  Slideli,  and  Mann,  Pebruarv 
13,  1865,  see  Vol.  I,  pp.  630  and  035-643. 


Ccqriain  Boggs  to  Governor  Wallier, 

United  States  Steamer  Connecticut, 

Barhadoes,  April  8,  1865. 

The  United  States  steamer  Connecticut,  under  my  command,  having 
anchored  at  this  place,  I  find  it  necessary  to  remain  a  few  days,  for  the 
purpose  of  overhauling  the  piston  and  feed-pump  of  the  engine,  and  I 
trust  that  no  objections  can  be  made. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  BOGGS, 
Captain  United  States  Navy. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Barbadoes. 


Governor  Wallier  to  Captain  Boggs. 

GOVERNIMENT   HOTJSE, 

Barbadoes,  April  8,  1865 — 2  p.  m. 

Sir  :  I  ha^•e  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  iu  which  you  apprise  me  of  your  visit  here,  and  of  your 
wish  to  remain  a  few  days  for  the  purpose  of  overhauling  a  portion  of 
your  machinery. 

If  I  am  to  understand  from  your  letter  that  your  machinery  is  not  in 
a  state  to  enable  you  to  go  to  sea,  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  ob- 
ject to  your  request,  but  you  know,  of  course,  the  instructions  under 
which  both  you  and  I  act,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  you,  therefore, 
before  I  can  give  my  sanction  to  your  staying  here  longer  than  twenty- 
four  hours,  to  give  a  definite  assurance  of  your  inability  to  proceed  to 
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sea  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  and  as  to  the  period  within  which  it 
would  be  possible  for  you  to  execute  the  necessary  repairs. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WALKER. 
Captain  Boggs, 

United  States  Steamer  Connecticut. 


Captain  Boggs  to  Qovernor  IFa/fcer. 

United  States  SrEA:MSR  CoNxsaxicuT, 

Barhadoes,  April  8,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  in  reply  to  mine  of  same  date,  informing  you  of  my  arrival  at 
this  port  and  wish  to  remain  a  few  days  for  the  purpose  of  overhauling 
my  machinery. 

Your  letter  virtually  refuses  the  permission  requested,  inasmuch  as  it 
requires  me  to  give  a  definite  assurance  of  my  inability  to  proceed  to 
sea  at  the  termination  of  twenty-four  hours.  This  I  cannot  do,  as  an 
American  ship  of  war  can  always  go  to  sea,  in  some  manner.  I  shall 
do  this,  although  with  risk  to  my  vessel  and  machinery. 

Regretting  that  the  national  hospitality  of  remaining  at  anchor  for 
the  purpose  named  in  my  letter  of  this  morning  is  refused,  I  have  the 
.honor  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  depart  from  this  port  to-morrow,  at 
10  a.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  BOGGS, 
Captain.  United  States  Navy. 
His  Excellency  Jajies  Walker, 

Governor  of  Barhadoes. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

iSTo.  4:70.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  22,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  confederate  officers  from  the  steamer  Tallahassee  have 
come  on  shore  and  reported  to  Captain  Bullock.  They  are  now  await- 
ing orders.  There  are  quite  a  number  of  seamen  who  have  been  in  the 
confederate  service  here,  awaiting,  as  they  say,  for  some  vessel  that  is 
to  go  out. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

JSTo.  518.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  15,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  Index,  the  organ  established  at  London  to  advocate  the 
cause  of  the  rebellion,  has  died  a  natural  death.     The  last  number  was 
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issued  last  Saturday.    I  inclose  it,  marked  No.  1.    There  are  two  arti- 
cles worth  reading,  its  "ZareweW"  and  '■'■English  thoughts  of  Amerioa." 

The  last  veiy  truthfully  describes  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of  the 
people  of  this  nation  toward  us  and  the  cause  for  which  we  have  been 
struggling  during  the  past  four  years.  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  nine- 
tenths  of  the  people  sympathized  with  the  South,  and  were  bitterly  dis- 
appointed when  Lee  and  Johnson  surrendered. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WILLIA3I  H.  Se-ward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[Inclosvire.] 

[Extract  from  The  Index  of  Saturday,  August  13,  1865.] 

ENGLISH  THOUGHTS  OF  AMBEICA. 

The  North  had  ail  along  ardent  partisans  in  England,  though  it  could 
hardly  be  said  to  have  a  party.  Its  supporters  were  divided  into  vari- 
ous cliques  and  coteries,  schools  and  sections,  each  with  some  extrava- 
gant crotchet  of  its  own,  which  linked  it  in  some  way  with  the  cause  of 
the  northern  democracy,  and  embittered  it  against  the  South.  First,  . 
there  were  the  abolitionists,  represented  by  the  Emancipation  Society. 
This  society  was  in  fact  an  anachronism ;  its  work  was  done,  its  respect- 
able and  earnest  members  had  withdrawn  ;  but,  like  a  good  many  simi- 
lar organizations,  it  continued  to  exist  for  the  benefit  of  its  salaried 
ofiicers,  and  of  a  certain  number  of  persons  who,  having  no  hope  of 
attaining  any  consequence  in  the  field  of  serious  politics,  like  to  secure 
an  opportunity  of  self-ostentation  by  attaching  themselves  to  some  asso- 
ciation which,  busying  itself  with  impracticable  or  irrelevant  matters, 
is  left  in  the  hands  of  people  who  have  no  real  work  to  do.  Probably 
three  Englishmen  in  four  really  think  ill  of  slavery,  and  not  one  English- 
man in  a  thousand,  if  he  knows  the  truth  about  it,  ventures  to  say  what 
he  knows;  but  the  abolitionists  as  a  school  were  wholly  insignificant  in 
numbers,  and.  still  more  insignificant  in  character.  Beside  these  we 
may  place  those  dissenters  whose  religion  is  of  a  political  type,  and  whO' 
make  extreme  political  opinions  articles  of  faith  essential  to  salvation. 
One  of  their  articles  happens  to  bind  them  to  democracy,  another  ex- 
cludes all  slave-owners  from  the  scope  of  the  scheme  of  redemi^tion ; 
and  they  were  therefore  doubly  pledged  to  the  northern  cause.  Much 
more  important  to  the  federalists  was  the  attachment  of  the  Manchester 
school.  These  men  had  always  been  the  warmest  denouncers  of  war, 
and  not  seldom  the  ai)ologists  of  American  slavery.  But  these  were 
merely  forms  of  oj)inion ;  their  love  of  American  democracy  was  bound 
up  with  the  strongest  passion  of  their  nature,  their  envy  and  hatred  of 
the  aristocracy  of  England ;  and  seeing  that  the  war  must  end  in  a  tri- 
umph or  a  disaster  for  the  democratic  i^rinciple,  they  threw  to  the  winds 
all  their  abhorrence  of  war  and  all  their  past  excuses  for  slavery,  and 
devoted  themselves  to  justify  every  atrocity  committed  by  President 
Lincoln  or  his  generals,  on  the  popular  ground  that  the  cause  of  the 
North  was  the  cause  of  abolition.  The  only  class  of  Federal  partisans 
who  were  formidable  by  their  character  or  talent  were  the  school  of 
writers  represented  in  Macmillan's  Magazine  and  the  Spectator,  whose 
peculiar  prejudices  incline<l  them,  on  the  onehand,  to  fraternize  with  the 
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Paritatis  of  Boston,  and,  on  the  other,  to  share  the  democratic  hatred  of 
the  -western  farmers  for  the  planter  who  was  supposed  to  revel  in  luxury 
and  idleness ;  while,  both  as  abolitionists  and  as  advocates  of  that  the- 
ory of  Christianity  which  recognizes  muscular  strength  as  the  only 
source  of  human  distinction,  they  detested  the  South  for  having  pre- 
served so  much  of  the  aristocratic  feelings  and  usages  of  England,  as 
heartily  as  for  the  crime  of  "  holding  God's  creatures  in  slavery,"  and 
"  treating  men  as  chattels." 

These  apart,  the  vast  majority  of  educated  Englishmen,  nine-tenths 
of  the  nobility  and  landed  gentry,  five-sixths  of  the  merchants  and 
manufacturers,  lawyers,  clergymen,  and  others  claiming  the  title  of 
gentlemen,  sympathized  entirely  with  the  southern  cause.  The  most 
widely  circulated  and  most  influential  newspapers  were  heartily  south- 
ern. The  House  of  Commons  listened  with  cold  indifference  to  the  most 
eloquent  appeals  of  Mr.  Bright  or  Mr.  Porster ;  every  word  on  behalf  of 
the  South  dropped  by  Mr.  Laird  or  Mr.  Gregory  or  Lord  E.  Cecil  was 
lustily  cheered,  and  even  Mr.  Eoebuck's  vehemence  offended  rather  the 
taste  a,nd  decorum  than  the  feelings  of  the  assemTaly.  Public  meetings 
in  Lancashire  pronounced  for  the  South,  and  at  those  of  their  own  call- 
ing, the  eulogists  of  Lincoln  and  Butler  were  ignominiously  defeated. 
In  every  society,  in  every  chance  meeting  of  gentlemen,  the  cause  of  the 
South  was  the  popular  cause;  if  the  North  had  friends  they  found  them- 
selves alone.  Every  southern  victory  was  welcomed  as  if  it  had  been 
won  by  an  English  army ;  every  southern  defeat  was  spoken  of  as  if  it 
had  been  a  national  reverse.  Ko  English  cruiser  ever  made  her  name 
more  popular  than  that  of  the  Alabama ;  and  Wolfe  himself  was  scarcely 
more  sincerely  mourned  than  Stonewall  Jackson.  Before  the  confeder- 
acy fell  half  England  had  learned  to  consider  its  cause  almost  her  own. 


In  the  High  Coxjet  op  Admiealty,  England. 

[Extract.] 

No.  3802. 

The  "Maet,"  otherwise  "Alexandea." 

Eothery  &  Co.  Gregory  &  Co. 

Interrogatories  administered  to  defendant,  his  answers  thereto,  and  oral 
examinations  of  said  defendant  thereon. 

20  Interrogatories  to  be  answered  Answers  of  defendant,  Chas.  Kuhn 
by  the  defendant,  Charles  Kuhn  Prioleau,  to  the  interogatories 
Prioleau,  by  affidavit  in  writing,  administered  to  him. 
in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  this  I,  Charles  Kuhn  Prioleau,  of  Liv- 
honorable  court,  dated  the  27th  erpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancas- 
day  of  June,  1868.  ter,  merchant,  the  defendant  in 

this  cause,  in  answer  to  the  inter- 
rogatories delivered  in  this  suit 
make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  Were  you  not,  from  the  com-  1,  In  reply  to  the  first  interroga- 

mencement  of  the  year  1861  until  tory  delivered  in  this  suit,  I  say 

the  commencement   of  this    said  that,  prior  to  the  commencement 

suit,   or  during  some,   and  what  of  the  year  1861,  the  partners  were 

part  of  such  period,  a  member  of  George  Alfred  Trenholm,  Theodore 
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the  firm  of  Fraser,  Treubolm  &  Co., 
of  Liverpool"?  Who,  by  name, 
constituted  the  said  firm  during 
the  said  period  ? 


2.  Did  not  the  said  firm,  or  some 
and  what  members  or  member 
thereof,  during  the  said  period,  or 
during  some,  and  what  i^art  or 
parts  thereof,  act  as  agents  or 
agent,  and  whether  or  not  as  the 
correspondents  or  correspondent, 
and  whether  or  not  as  the  financial 
agent  or  agents  of,  or  in  some,  and 
what  capacity  on  behalf  of  the 
government  of  the  so-called  Con- 
federate States  of  America  in  the 
pleadings  in  this  cause  mentioned ; 
or  of  some  and  what  department, 
or  of&cer,  or  recognized  agent  of 
the  so-called  Confederate  States  of 
America,  or  the  government 
thereof '? 

3.  Was  not  one  James  D.  Bul- 
loch, or  James  D.  Bullock,  within 
your  knowledge,  during  such  pe- 
riod, or  during  some,  and  what 
period,  in  the  employment  of  the 
said  government,  or  acting,  or  pro- 
fessing to  act,  on  behalf  of  the 
said  government,  or  of  some  de- 
partment, or  officer,  or  recognized 
agent  thereof!  If  yes,  in  what 
capacity  was  the  said  James  1). 
Bulloch,  or  Bullock,  so  employed, 
and  in  what  capacity  did  he  so  act 
or  profess  to  act  ? 

4.  Did  you  know,  by  name  and 
sight,  one  John  Eandolph  Hamil- 


ton ,  or  one Hamilton "?   Was 

he  not  during  the  said  period,  or 
during  some,  and  what  period, 
in  the  employment  of  the  said 
government,  or  acting,  or  profess- 
ing to  act,  on  behalf  of  the  said 
government,  or  of  some  depart- 
ment or  ofQcer,  or  recognized  agent 
■  thereof?  If  yes,  in  what  capacity 
was  the  said  John  Eandolph  Ham- 
ilton, or  Hamilton,  so  em- 


Dehon  Wagner,  James  Thomas 
Welsman,  William  Lee  Trenholm, 
and  myself;  and  they  so  continued 
until  July,  1864,  when  the  said 
George  Alfred  Trenholm  retired 
from  the  said  firm,  and  the  remain- 
ing members  continued  to  consti- 
tute the  said  firm  until  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1866,  when  John 
Eichardson  Armstrong  became  a 
partner. 

2.  My  said  firm  did  act  as  finan- 
cial agent  for  the  government  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America. 


3.  James  Dun  woody  Bulloch 
was,  during  the  existence  of  the  said 
confederate  government,  in  the 
employment  of  the  said  govern- 
ment, as  agent  in  England  for  the 
navy  department  of  the  said  con- 
federate government. 


4.  I  know  John  Eandolph  Ham- 
ilton. He  was  an  officer  in  the 
navy  of  the  confederate  govern-, 
ment. 
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ployed,  or  acting  or  professing  to 
act? 

5.  Did  not  the  said  James  D.  Bul- 
loch, or  Bullock,  during  such  peri- 
od, or  during  some,  and  what  part 
thereof,  occupy,  or  use  generally 
or.  occasionally,  and  whether  or 
not  ill  common  with  the  said  John 

Eandolptf    Hamilton,     or    

Hamilton,  a  room  in,  or  belonging 
to,  the  house  of  business  of  the 
said  firm  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  & 
(Jo.,  in  Liverpool'? 

(1.  Did  not  the  said  James  D.  Bul- 
loch, or  Bullock,  from  time  to  time, 
give  orders  on  your  said  firm  for 
sums  of  money  for  the  pay  of  the 
oflftcers,  or  some  of  the  officers  or 
persons  professing  to  be  officers 
in  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  did  not  the  said  firm, 
from  time  to  time,  honor  such  or- 
ders, or  some  of  them  I 

7.  Wasnot  the  said  James  D.Bul- 
loch, or  Bullock,  in  giving  such  or- 
ders professing  to  act,  and  did  he 
not,  in  fact,  act  as  agent  for  the  said 
government '!  If  not,  in  what  capa- 
city was  the  said  James  D.  Bulloch, 
or  Bullock,  so  acting  or  ijrofessing 
to  act '? 

8.  ^Vas  not  the  said  firm,  fi'om 
time  to  time,  furnished  by,  or  on 
behalf  of,  the  said  government,  or 
of  some  department  thereof,  with 
funds  ?  Had  not  the  said  firm  in 
their  hands,  from  time  to  time, 
moneys  or  funds  belonging  to  the 
said  government  or  of  some  depart- 
ment thereof?  Were  not  snch 
funds  or  moneys,  or  some  of  them, 
furnished  to  the  said  firm  to  be  em- 
ployed or  disbursed  by  them  for 
the  purposes  of  the  said  government 
or  of  some  department  thereof? 
Did  not  the  same  firm,  in  fact,  dis- 
burse moneys  for  the  said  govern- 
ment, or  some  department  thereof? 
If  the  said  firm  did,  in  fact,  dis- 
burse moneys  on  behalf  of  said 
government,  or  of  some  department 
thereof,  out  of  what  funds  or 
moneys  did  they  make  such  dis- 
bursements f 

9.  Did  you,  or  the  said  firm  of        9.  My  said  firm  did,  from  time  to 


o.  The  said  James  Dunwoody 
Bulloch  and  John  Kandolph  Ham- 
ilton were  in  the  habit  of  visiting 
my  office,  and  the  said  James  Dun- 
woody  Bulloch,  for  a  short  time 
after  his  arri\'al  in  this  country, 
and  before  he  could  suit  himself 
with  an  office,  did  occupy  or  use  a 
room  in  my  office.  Tlie  said  John 
Eandolph  Hamilton  did  not  occupy 
any  room. 

().  The  said  James  Dunwoody 
Bulloch  did,  from  time  to  time,  give 
orders  on  my  said  firm  for  suais  of 
money  for  the  payment  of  officers 
in  the  service  of  the  confederate 
States  ;  and  my  said  firm  did,  from 
time  to  time,  honor  such  orders. 


7.  The  said  James  Dunwoody 
Bulloch,  in  giving  such  orders,  did, 
in  fact,  act  as  agent  of  the  navy 
department  of  the  said  confederate 
government. 


8.  My  said  firm  were,  from  time 
to  time,  furnished  by  the  said  cou- 
ixiderate  government  with  funds ; 
and  such  funds  were  employed  and 
disbursed  by  my  said  firm  for  the 
purposes  of  the  said  government. 


Fraser,  Trenholm  &   Co.,  or  any 


time,  render  to  the  said  government 
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members  or  member  thereof,  or  any 
person  or  persons  on  your,  their,  or 
his  behalf,  render  to  the  said  gov- 
ernment, or  any  department  there- 
of, or  to  any  person  or  persons  on 
behalf  of  the  said  government,  or 
any  department  thereof,  or  on  be- 
half of  the  said  States,  or  to  any 
person  whomsoever,  any  account  or 
accounts  of,  or  relating  to,  disburse- 
ments made  by  yon,  or  the  said 
firm,  or  any  members  or  member 
thereof,  or  by  any  person  or  per- 
sons, on  your,  their,  or  his  behalf, 
on  behalf  of  the  said  government, 
or  any  department  thereof,  or  on 
behalf  of  the  said  States,  or  of,  or 
relating  to,  any  charges  or  claims  of 
you,  or  the  said  firm,  or  any  mem- 
ber thereof,  upon  the  said  govern- 
ment, or  any  department  thereof, 
or  upon  the  said  States  1  If  yes, 
when,  and  to  whom,  did  you  ren- 
der such  accounts  or  account  1 

10.  In  honoring  the  said  orders 
of  the  said  James  D.  'Bulloch,  or 
Bullock,  was  not  the  same  firm 
acting  as  agents  for  the  said  gov- 
ernment f  If  not,  in  what  capacity 
was  the  said  firm  acting  ? 


accounts  relating  to  the  disburse- 
ments made  by  my  said  firm ;  such 
accounts  were  furnished  by  me  to ' 
the  heads  of  the  departments  at 
Eichmond. 


10.  In  honoring  the  orders  of  the 
said  James  Duuwoody  Bulloch,  my 
said  firm  acted  as  agents  for  the 
said  government. 


Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  twenty-second 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight. 

C.  K.  PEIOLEAU. 
Before  me^ 

Wm.  Francis, 

A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England, 


Transcript  of  the  short-hand  writer's  notes  of  examination  of  defendant,  on 
Thursday,  May  6, 18G9,  before  Sir  B.  J,  Phillimore. 

Charles  Kuhn  Prioleau  sworn. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  John  Karslake  : 

Question.  I  see  Mr.  Bullock  or  Captain  Bullock  and  Mr.  Eandolph 
Hamilton  are  said  by  you  not  to  have  frequented  your  office ;  Captain 
Bullock  had  a  room  in  your  oflice  for  some  time,  had  he  not  1 — Answer. 
He  had. 

Q.  When  did  he  first  have  it  ? — A.  When  he  first  came  to  this  country. 

Q.  That  obliges  me  to  ask  when  he  first  came  to  this  country  ? A. 

Did  you  ask  when  he  first  came  ? 

Q.  Tes.— A.  I  think  in  1861. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  remain  ? — A.  He  is  here  now. 
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Q.  How  long  did  he  liave  a  room  in  your  office? — A.  About  a  year,  I 
think ;  perhaps  more. 

Q.  Did  he  pay  rent  for  it  ? — A.  JSTo. 

Q.  What  business  was  he  conducting  there  ? — A.  The  business  of  the 
confederate  government. 

Q.  Bid  he  transact  business  with  you  as  the  financial  agent  for  the 
confederate  government  ? — A.  He  did. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  daily  almost  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Both  while  he  was  in  your  ofiice  and  afterward  ? — A.  I  saw  him 
daily  while  he  was  in  my  office,  but  not  daily  afterward.  I  saw  him  con- 
stantly. 

The  Court.  Constantly  out  of  your  office"? 

The  Witness.    Yes,  after  he  left  my  office. 

By  Sir  J.  Karslake  : 

Q.  You  saw  him  daily  in  your  office  and  constantly  afterward? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Particularly  iathe  year  1863,  were  you  in  constant  communication 
with  him  ? — A.  Yes,  I  may  say  I  was. 

Q.  And  about  confederate  affairs  ? — A.  And  about  confederate  affairs. 
******* 

Q.  When  had  Hamilton  come  from  America  to  Liverpool ! — A.  He 
came  in  the  year  1861.  I  am  not  quite  sure ;  allow  me  a  moment  to  re- 
flect.   I  am. not  quite  sure  whether  it  was  in  1861  or  1862. 

Q.  Had  he  been  in  the  naval  service  or  sea  service  I — A.  He  had  been 
in  the  naval  service. 

The  Court.  In  1861  or  1862  ? 

The  Witness.  It  was  either  in  1861  or  1862;  I  think  it  was  the  latter 
part  of  1861. 

The  Court.  Came  where  ? 

The  Witness.  Came  to  England  from  America. 

By  Sir  J.  Karslake  : 

Q.  What  had  he  been?  Was  he  in  the  navy  or  merchant  service? — 
A.  He  had  been  in  the  navy. 

Q.  What  rank  did  heboid? — A.  Lieutenant.  I  mean  in  the  United 
States  service. 

Q.  Did  he  live  in  Liverpool  when  he  was  there? — A.  He  lived  with 
me  near  Liverpool. 

Q.  Lived  with  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  May  I  ask  is  he  related  or  connected  with  you  ? — A.  He  was  a 
cousin  of  mine. 

Q.  What.was  his  business  in  Liverpool? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know  what 
his  business  was. 

Q.  That  is  very  odd,  because  he  lived  with  you. — A.  ISTo,  it  is  not. 

Q.  You  must  have  talked  with  your  cousin! — A.  We  talked  a  good 
deal.  An  officer  who  had  been  in  the  navy,  resident  abroad,  does  not 
always  tell  everybody  what  his  business  is ;  whether  a  cousin  or  not. 

Q-  Did  you  understand  he  had  come  over  here  from  the  Confederate 
States  ? — A.  Yes,  I  understood  he  had  come  over  here  from  the  Confed- 
erate States. 

Q.  Did  you  not  transact  business  with  him  ? — A.  No.  ' 

Q.  You  did  with  Captain  Bullock  ? — A.  I  did  with  Captain  Bullock. 

Q.  Was  he  at  your  office  from  time  to  time  ? — A.  Constantly. 

Q.  And  you  have  not  the  least  notion  in  what  capacity  he  came  from 
the  Confederate  States  ?— A.  I  don't  say  that. 
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Q.  Will  you  tell  me  what  he  was  ? — A.  Yes ;  he  came  as  an  officer  in 
the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  report  to  Captain  Bnllock. 

Q.  To  report  what  to  Captain  Bullock  ?— A.  For  dutj' ;  report  himself 
for  duty  to  Captain  Bullock. 

Q.  To  report  himself  for  duty  to  Captain  Bullock?— A.  Yes;  he  told 
me  so.    I  did  not  see  his  instructions. 

Q.  Then  was  Captain  Bullock  head  agent  for  the  confederate  navy  in 
England  ? — A.  He  was. 

Q.  How  long  hare  you  known  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  as  iron-foun- 
ders, gun-makers,  &c.  ? — A.  Before  I  had  this  to  do  with  them  ? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  should  think  a  year ;  perhaps  more. 

Q.  What  had  been  your  basiiiess  with  them  up  to  that  time  ? — A.  I 
don't  know.    I  don't  remember  any  business  with  them. 

Q.  Can  you  undertake  to  say  that  you  had  no  transactions  of  business 
at  all  with  them  at  that  time? — A.  Of  any  sort  or  description? 

Q.  Well,  business — yes. — A.  It's  a  very  dilficult  question  to  answer. 

Q.  Of  any  sort  or  description,  if  you  think  that  will  facilitate  the  an- 
swer ? — A.  Xo ;  I  liad  had  previously  to  that  a  business  interview  with 
them. 

Q.  Had  that  any  reference  to  the  Confederate  States  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  it  anything  to  do  with  ordering  guns  f — A.  No. 

Q.  What  then  ? — A.  I  wish  to  correct  my  answer,  if  you  please.  I 
will  finish  this  one  first.  What  I  had  in  my  mind  when  I  spoke  of  a 
previous  interview  was  that  introduction  of  Captain  Bullock. 

Q.  You  introduced  Captain  Bullock  to  them? — A.  Yes. 

The  Court.  That  was  the  interview  you  spoke  of  ? 

The  Witness.  Yes ;  I  had  had  business  with  them  previous  to  that. 

By  Sir  J.  KarslAKE  : 

Q.  The  first  time  you  saw  them  on  any  matter  of  business  was  to  in- 
troduce Captain  Bullock "? — A.  J^o ;  I  wish  to  correct  that. 

Q.  Was  the  first  time  you  saw  them  iu  reference  to  the  confederate 
government? — A.  It  was  in  reference  to  the  steamer  Phantom. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  about  the  Phantom  ? — A.  They  contracted  with 
me  to  deliver  her.    They  were  to  make  the  engines  for  her. 

Q.  Their  duty  waste  build  the  engines? — A.  Their  duty  was  to  build 
the  engines. 

The  Court.  Tliis  previous  interview  of  which  you  spoke  had  reference 
to  the  Phantom  ? 

The  Witness.  Yes ;  and  that  was  previous  to  the  one  at  which  ]  in- 
troduced Captain  Bullock. 

By  Sir  J.  Karslakb  : 
Q.  When  would  that  be  ?— A.  In  1862. 
Q.  Was  it  a  written  contract  for  the  Phantom  ? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  Is  it  in  your  possession  now  ? — A.  It  is. 

The  Court.  At  a  subsequent  interview  you  introduced  Captain  Bul- 
lock to  them  ?    • 
The  Witness.  Yes. 

By  Sir  J.  KARSLAKE  : 

Q.  Which  of  the  partners  did  you  see  when  you  introduced  Captain 
Bullock  ?— A.  A  Mr.  Mann. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  was  he  introduced? — A.  Captain  Bullock  wished 
to  make  his  acquaintance. 
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Q.  For  what  purpose  1 — A.  For  the  purpose  of  huildiug  the  vessel. 

Q.  For  the  Confederate  States  1 — A.  For  the  Confederate  States. 

Q.  A  gunboat? — A.  A  gunboat. 

Q.  I  should  be  very  glad  if  you  could  fix  the  date  of  that  exactly. — 
A.  I  cannot.  I  have  no  memorandum  of  it  at  my  oflftce.  1  simply  in- 
troduced him. 

Q.  Was  the  gunboat  that  he  proposed  to  give  an  order  for  ever  com- 
menced 1 — ^A.  Yes,  she  was. 

Q.  Was  she  completed"? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  her  name  when  she  was  completed  ? — A,  The  Florida. 

Q.  Where  was  she  built  ? — A.  In  Miller's  yard. 

Q.  The  same  man  that  built  the  Alexandra  ? — A.  The  same  man  that 
built  the  Alexandra. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
London^  September  30,  18G1. 

The  uudersigued,  envoy  extraordinarj-  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States,  regrets  to  be  obliged  to  inform  the  right  honorable 
Earl  Eussell,  Her  IMajesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  that  he  has  been  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  prefer  a  complaint  against  the  authorities  of  the  island  of  Trinidad 
for  a  violation  of  Her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  by  giving  aid 
and  encouragement  to  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States.  It  appears  by 
an  extract  from  a  letter  received  at  the  Department  of  State  from  a  gen- 
tleman believed  to  be  worthy  of  credit,  a  resident  of  Trinidad,  Mr.  Fran- 
cis Bernard,  a  copy  of  which  is  submitted  herewith,  that  a  steam  vessel, 
known  as  an  armed  insurgent  privateer,  called  the  Sumter,  was  received 
on  the  30th  of  July  last  at  that  port,  and  was  permitted  to  remain  for 
six  days,  during  which  time  she  was  not  only  furnished  with  all  neces- 
sary supijlies  for  the  continuance  of  her  cruise,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
attorney  general,  but  that  Her  Majesty's  flag  was  actually  hoisted  on  the 
government  flag-staff  in  acknowledgment  of  her  arrival. 

The  undersigned  has  been  directed  by  his  Government  to  bring  this 
extraordinary  proceeding  to  the  attention  of  Lord  Eussell,  and,  in  case 
it  shall  not  be  satisfactorily  explained,  to  ask  for  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  shall  insure,  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  the  island,  the 
prevention  of  all  occurrences  of  the  kind  during  the  continuance  of  the 
difficulties  in  America. 

The  undersigned  deems  it  proper  to  add,  in  explanation  of  the  absence 
of  any  official  representation  from  Trinidad  to  substantiate  the  present 
complaint,  that  there  was  no  consul  of  the  United  States  there  at  the 
time  of  the  arrival  of  the  vessel.  The  undersigned  had  the  honor,  a  few 
days  since,  to  apprise  Lord  Eussell  of  the  fact  that  this  deficiency  had 
been  since  supplied,  by  preferring  an  application  for  Her  Majesty's  exe- 
quatur for  a  new  consul,  who  is  already  on  his  way  to  occupy  his  post. 

The  undersigned  begs  to  renew  to  Earl  Eussell  the  assurances  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

CHAELES  PEAFCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  d'c,  t&e.,  &c. 


[luclosure.] 

Mr.  Bernard  to  Mr.  Seivard. 

[Extract.] 

Trinidad,  August  7,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  on  the  30th  ultimo  a  steam-sloop  of  war, 
(Semmes,  commander,)  carrying  a  secession  flag,  five  guns,  some  of  a 
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large  caliber,  and  a  crew  of  from  120  to  150  men,  sailed  boldly  into  our 
harbor  and  reported  herself  to  the  authorities  of  this  island  as  being  on 
a  cruise.  She  was  last  from  Puerto  Oabello;  and  since  she  succeeded  in 
getting  out  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  she  has  alread}-  captured  no  less  than 
eleven  American  vessels.  1  have  ascertained  the  names  of  some  of  them , 
viz,  the  Joseph  Maxwell,  Abe  Bradford,  Minnie  Miller,  West  Wind  of 
Westerly,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar  from  Havana,  and  Golden  Eocket,  which 
was  burned  by  her  oft'  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

The  Sumter  landed  eight  of  her  prisoners  here  in  a  destitute  condition  ; 
but  a  contribution  has  been  raised  here  for  their  benefit,  sufficient  to  sup- 
ply their  immediate  wants,  and  I  will  take  care  that  they  are  provided 
for  till  an  opportunity  oii'ers  to  ship  them  to  the  States. 

The  Sumter  remained  here  till  the  5thinstaut,  and  was  allowed  to  sup- 
ply herself  with  coal  and  other  necessary  outfits.  The  British  flag  was 
hoisted  on  the  government  flag-staff  for  her  arrival,  and  the  officers  of 
the  British  war-vessel  Cadmus  appeared  to  be  on  amicable  terms  with 
those  of  the  Sumter.  The  merchant  who  supplied  the  Sumter  with  coal 
did  it  with  the  consent  and  approval  of  our  attoruey  general. 

Being  a  loyal  American,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  send  you  these  infor- 
mations, as  there  has  been  no  consul  of  our  nation  in  this  island  for. 
many  months. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

FEANCIS  BEENAED. 

Seceetaey  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  October  4, 1861. 

The  undersigned.  Her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  complaint  from  Mr.  Adams,  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenii)otentiary  of  the  United  States  at  this 
court,  against  the  authorities  of  the  island  of  Trinidad,  for  a  violation  of 
Her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  by  giving  aid  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States. 

It  appears,  from  the  accounts  received  at  the  colonial  office  and  at  the 
admiralty,  that  a  vessel  bearing  a  secession  flag  entered  the  port  of  Trin- 
idad on  the  30th  of  July  last. 

Captain  Hillyar,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Cadmus,  having  sent  a  boat 
to  ascertain  her  nationality,  the  commanding  officer  showed  a  commis- 
sion signed  by  Mr.  Jeflerson  Davis,  calling  himself  the  president  of  the 
so-styled  Confederate  States. 

The  Sumter,  which  was  the  vessel  in  question,  was  allowed  to  stay 
six  days  at  Trinidad,  and  to  supply  herself  with  coals  and  provisions, 
and  the  attorney  general  of  the  island  perceived  no  illegality  in  these 
proceedings. 

The  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have  reported  that  the  conduct  of  the 
governor  was  in  conformity  to  Her  Majesty's  proclamation. 

jSTo  mention  is  made  by  the  governor  of  his  hoisting  the  British  flag  on 
the  government  flag-staff;  and  if  he  did  so,  it  was  probably  in  order  to 
show  the  national  character  of  the  island,  and  not  in  acknowledgment 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter. 

There  does  not  appear,  therefore,  any  reason  to  believe  that  Her  Ma- 
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jesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality  lias  been  violated  by  the  governor  of 
Trinidad,  or  by  the  commanding  officer  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Cadmus. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideration. 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fie,  (fee,  &c. 


EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  3£r.  Adams. 

No.  112.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  29,  1861. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  October  11,  ]S"o.  58,  has  been  received.  It  is 
accompanied  by  Lord  Eussell's  reply  to  the  note  which  you  addressed 
to  him  by  my  direction,  asking  an  explanation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
colonial  authorities  in  Trinidad  on  the  occasion  of  the  entrance  of  the 
piratical  vessel  the  Sumter  into  that  port. 

Lord  Eussell  admits  that  the  Sumter,  (an  armed  American  vessel,)  bear- 
ing the  insurgent  flag,  entered  the  port  of  Trinidad,  and  when  boarded  and 
required  to  show  her  nationality,  her  commanding  officer  showed  no 
legal  authority  from  this  government,  but  a  pretended  commission  from 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  notoriously  engaged  in  arms  against 
them.  Notwithstanding  these  facts,  it  is  not  denied  that  the  governor 
of  the  island  hoisted  the  British  flag  on  the  government  flag-staff, 
although  it  is  stated  by  Lord  Eussell  that,  if  he  did  so,  it  was  probably 
done  in  order  to  show  the  national  character  of  the  island,  and  not  in 
acknowledgment  of  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter. 

His  lordship,  however,  admits  that  the  Sumter  was  allowed  to  remain 
six  days  in  Trinidad,  and  that  during  her  stay  she  was  allowed  to  sup- 
ply herself  Avith  coals  and  provisions.  The  armament,  the  insurgent 
flag,  and  the  spurious  commission  told  the  governor,  as  they  sufiiciently 
prove  to  Her  Majesty's  government,  that  the  Sumter  is  and  can  be  noth- 
ing else  than  a  piratical  vessel.  Her  depredations  upon  the  commerce  of 
this  country  form  a  iDart  of  the  history  of  our  times.  The  British  gov- 
ernment has,  moreover,  been  directly  informed  by  us  that  the  Sumter  is 
a  piratical  craft,  and  that  the  navigators  and  seamen  on  board  of  her 
are  pirates,  punishable  by  the  laws  of  their  own  country  with  death. 
Lord  Eussell  informs  us  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have  never- 
theless reported  that  Ahe  conduct  of  the  colonial  authorities  of  Trinidad 
is  in  conformity  to  Hct  Majesty's  proclamation.  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment dismiss  our  complaint  from  their  consideration. 

In  view  of  these  facts  it  becomes  my  duty  to  instruct  you  to  inform 
the  British  government  that  the  President  deeply  regrets  that  Lord 
Eussell  is  altogether  unable  to  give  to  our  complaint  a  satisfactory 
solution. 

When  it  is  considered  how  important  a  part  commerce  plays  among 
the  interests  of  our  country,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  United  States  can- 
not consent  that  pirates  engaged  in  destroying  it  shall  receive  shelter 
and  supplies  in  the  ports  of  friendly  nations.  It  tends  to  the  universal 
derangement  of  commerce  when  piracy  is  anywhere  tolerated,  and 
therefore  its  suppression  is  a  common  interest  of  all  civilized  countries. 
But  if  any  one  power  fails  to  preserve  this  interest,  and  to  act  for  the 
common  welfare,  then  it  is  easy  to  see  that  each  State  must  provide  for 
its  own  security,  at  whatever  cost,  and  however  it  may  disturb  the  gen- 
eral harmony  of  the  commercial  world. 
13  A  c— VI 
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This  government  will  consider  how  its  safety  may  be  best  secured  ; 
but  it  cannot  forbear  from  expressing  a  hope  that  Her  Majesty's  minis- 
ters, in  view  of  the  gravity  of  the  question,  may  deem  the  subject 
worthy  of  a  deliberate  reconsideration. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  t&c,  &c. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr,  Seward. 

ISo.  3]  United  States  Consulate, 

Gibraltar,  January  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  Ere  this  reaches  your  department  your  excellency  will  have  been 
informed,  through  our  legations  at  London  and  Madrid,  of  the  appear- 
ance in  this  port,  since  the  night  of  the  18th  instant,  of  the  steamer 
Sumter,  and  of  her  exploits  at  a  short  distance  from  this  rock. 

From  the  moment  of  her  arrival  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  con- 
sulate I  lost  no  time  in  ijlacing  myself  in  communication  with  the  authori- 
ties at  this  port  and  its  vicinity,  as  well  as  with  our  minister  at  London, 
on  the  subject  of  this  unwelcome  visitor,  and  I  now  have  the  honor  of 
waiting  upon  your  excellency  with  copies  of  all  the  correspondence  that 
has  so  far  transpired  on  account  of  this  rebel  cruiser. 

Up  to  this  hour  (9  p.  m.)  the  Sumter  remains  quiet  in  port;  has  not 
yet  coaled,  and  the  general  impression  seems  to  be  that  she  will  not  be 
ready  for  sea  for  some  days  to  come ;  still,  I  shall  not  feel  easy  for  the 
safety  of  our  merchant  vessels  out  of  gunshot  distance  of  this  fortress 
until  Federal  armed  cruisers  make  their  appearance  in  these  waters. 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  consideration  and  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


For  full  correspondence  relative  to  the  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  the  cap- 
tures made  by  her  in  those  waters,  her  repairing,  attempts  to  coal,  and 
final  sale  at  auction  to  Mr.  Klingender,  against  the  protest  of  Mr. 
Sprague,  the  United  States  consul,  see  Vol.  II,  pp.  489-515. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  134.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liver;pool,  December  27,  1862. 
Sir  :  Another  slip  relates  to  the  privateer  Sumter  at  Gibraltar. 
She  was  to  be  sold  there  on  the  20th  of  December.  Mr.  Klingender, 
the  active  coadjutor  and  factotum  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  this 
place  has  gone  to  bid  for  her,  and  will  most  likely  have  bought  her.  If 
he  has,  the  real  owners  will  be  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. ;  if  not,  the 
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insurgents,  and  we  shall  hear  of  her  again  either  as  a  privateer,  or  as 
going  to  attempt  the  blockade ;  most  likely  in  the  first  character. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


^^r.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  186.)  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  December  31,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  learn  that  the  privateer  Sumter  has  been  purchased  by  Mel- 
chor  George  Klingender,  of  Liverpool,  and  that  she  is  coming  around  to 
this  port  either  to  be  fitted  out  as  a  privateer,  or  to  run  the  blockade ; 
most  likely  the  former.  In  my  dispatch  No.  184, 1  refer  to  this  indi- 
vidual who  has  made  the  purchase  and  his  connections.  I  have  nothing 
more  to  add,  other  than  that  I  think  the  sale  a  sham,  and  that  the 
vessel  ought  to  be  seized  wherever  found.  She  no  doubt  belongs  to  the 
confederates  or  their  agents,  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  as  much  so  now 
as  she  did  before  the  pretended  sale. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WILLIA3I  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BusselJ, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  30,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  On  the  19th  of  this  month,  I  am  informed  by  the  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Gibraltar  that  a  public  sale  is  said  to  have 
been  made  of  the  steamer  Sumter,  a  vessel  which  had  committed  much 
depredation  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  which  had 
taken  shelter  in  that  port  from  pursuit  by  the  national  ships. 

Having  the  strongest  reason,  from  the  known  character  and  previous 
conduct  of  the  alleged  purchaser,  to  believe  that  this  sale  is  effected 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  the  vessel  from  its  present  position, 
and  of  making  use  of  Her  Majesty's  flag  to  convert  it  to  new  purposes  of 
hostility  to  the  United  States,  I  must  pray  your  lordship's  attention  to 
the  necessity  under  which  I  am  placed  of  asking  the  assistance  of  Her 
Majesty's  government  to  prevent  any  risk  of  damage  to  the  United 
States  from  a  fraudulent  transaction  in  one  of  her  ports ;  or,  in  default 
of  it,  of  declining  to  recognize  the  validity  of  the  transfer,  should  that 
vessel  subsequently  be  found  by  the  armed  ships  of  the  United  States 
sailing  on  the  high  seas. 

Eenewing  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration,  1  have  the 
honor  to  be,  mv  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Etjssell,  tfcc,  cfec,  cfcc. 
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JEarl  Biussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  15, 1863. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  in  which  I 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  respecting 
the  sale  of  the  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  Her  Majesty's  naval  and  military  oflcers  at  that  port  have  received 
instructions  not  to  give  any  protection  to  that  vessel  beyond  the  waters 
of  Gibraltar;  but  it  will  of  course  be  clearly  understood  that  those 
instructions  do  not  preclude  the  owners  of  the  Sumter,  if  that  vessel 
should  be  taken  by  United  States  cruisers,  from  appealing,  according 
to  the  usage  and  practice  of  international  law,  to  a  prize  court  in  the 
United  States  against  the  captors ;  nor  will  Her  Majesty's  government 
be  precluded  from  taking  any  course  which  may  hereafter  appear  to 
them  proper,  if  the  Sumter,  now  assumed  to  be  British  property,  should 
be  hereafter  condemned,  or  otherwise  dealt  with  in  any  manner  which 
might  not  be,  in  their  judgment,  warranted  by  international  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  do.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  324.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  13,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Sprague,  the  consul  at  Gibraltar,  a 

telegram  announcing  that  the  Sumter  left  the  port  of  Gibraltar  on  the 

night  of  the  7th  instant,  in  a  very  high  wind,  when  it  was  impossible  to 

communicate  with  the  Chippewa.    He  reports  her  as  bound  westward, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS*. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  16, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  received  information  of  the  arrival  of  the  steamer 
Sumter  at  Liverpool.  Having  ali'eady  done  myself  the  honor  to  suggest 
to  your  lordship  the  view  taken  by  my  government  of  the  true  nature 
of  her  position  at  Gibraltar  after  the  event  of  the  nominal  transforma- 
tion of  her  by  a  fictitious  sale,  I  content  myself  with  respectfully 
requesting  your  attention  to  the  bearing  on  this  case  of  Her  Majesty's 
proclamation  limiting  the  stay  of  vessels  of  the  respective  parties  to 
the  present  struggle  in  America  within  Her  Majesty's  ports. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  &c.,  <&c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  32.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  17, 1863. 
Sir  :  The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  is  in  the  river, 
opposite  Liverpool.  She  came  here  in  command  of  Captain  Hoare.  I 
understand  her  object  in  coming  is  to  repair,  to  put  in  new  boilers, 
machinery,  &c.  I  have  informed  Mr.  Adams'  and  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  a  protest  on  his  part  to  this  government  against  her  repair- 
ing here.  This  vessel  is  held  by  M.  G.  Klingender,  the  man  whom 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  use,  and  belongs,  in  my  opinion,  as  much  to 
the  southern  confederacy  as  she  did  when  she  was  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Semmes.  The  sale  at  Gibraltar  was  a  mere  sham  to  get  the  vessel 
under  the  British  flag. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WLLLIA3I H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  40.]  -  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  28, 1863. 
Sm  :  The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  has  gone  into 
Clayton's  graving  dock  at  Birkenhead,  where  she  is  undergoing  re- 
pairs, &c. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Farl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  9, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Her  Majesty's  government 
have  had  under  their  consideration,  in  communication  with  the  proper 
law  advisers  of  the  Crown,  your  letter  of  16th  ultimo,  stating  that  you 
had  received  information  of  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Sumter  at  Liver- 
pool, and  calling  my  attention  to  the  bearing  on  this  case  of  Her  Majes- 
ty's proclamation  limiting  the  stay  within  British  ports  of  vessels  of 
war  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerent  parties. 

I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  Her  Majesty's  government,  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  their  information  on  the  subject,  are  unable  to  assume,  as 
you  appear  to  do,  that  the  ship  lately  called  the  Sumter  has  not  been 
legally  and  bona  fide  sold  to  a  British  owner  for  commercial  and  peace- 
ful purposes ;  and,  unless  it  were  established  that  the  sale  was  merely 
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fictitious,  Her  Majesty's  proclamation,  to  which  you  refer,  cannot  be 
deemed  applicable  to  that  vessel  in  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c,  tOc,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Estraot.1  ■ 

No.  44.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March.  6, 1863. 
Sir  :  The"  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  has  finished  her 
repairs  and  gone  into  the  great  float  at  Birkenhead.  She  is  all  ready 
for  sea.  A  gentleman,  who  went  over  her  yesterday,  reports  her  in. 
perfect  order.  She  has  no  arms  on  board  that  he  could  perceive,  but 
everything  ready  for  them.  I  have  from  time  to  time  reported  every- 
thing about  this  vessel  to  Mr.  Adams.  I  presume  he  has  protested 
against  her  being  repaired  at  this  port.  My  informant  was  told  by  those 
on  board  the  Sumter  that  she  had  sufficient  provisions  on  her  for  a 
cruise.  I  have  but  little  doubt  but  what  she  will  make  her  appearance 
again  as  a  pirate. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  14, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
note  of  the  9th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  16th  ultimo,  respecting 
the  case  of  the  steamer  Sumter.  Your  lordship  apprises  me  that  "  Her 
Majesty's  government,  in  the  present  state  of  their  information  on  the 
subject,  are  unable  to  assume"  "that  the  ship  lately  called  the  Sumter 
has  not  been  legally  and  bona  fide  sold  to  a  British  owner  for  commer- 
cial purposes,"  thereby  leading  me  to  infer  that  a  sale,  if  so  effected, 
would  be  regarded  as  valid  by  them,  to  change  the  property  of  a  belliger- 
ent in  a  neutral  port. 

But  I  must  ask  pardon  for  calling  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  fact 
that  such  has  not  been  the  construction  heretofore  put  upon  the  law  by 
the  courts  of  Great  Britain  when  applied  to  belligerent  vessels  of  their 
own  enemies  in  neutral  ports.  In  the  learned  work  on  international 
law,  published  not  long  since,  by  Mr.  Eobert  Phillimore — the  same  emi- 
nent individual  who  has  since  been  elevated  to  the  position  of  a  legal 
adviser  of  the  Crown — I  find  it  expressly  affirmed  that  the  purchase  of 
ships  of  war  belonging  to  enemies  is  held  in  the  British  courts  to  be 
invalid.  And,  further,  that  though  the  purchase  of  merchant  ships  be 
not  illegal,  it  is  liable  to  great  suspicion,  and  requires  to  be  established 
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by  the  clearest  proof.  Furthermore,  should  the  ship,  after  such  trans- 
fer, "be  employed  under  the  management  of  a  hostile  proprietor,  the 
sale  will  be  deemed  merely  colorable  and  collusive."  (Commentaries  on 
International  Law,  vol.  3,  pp.  307-308.) 

I  think  I  have  already  furnished  sufficient  evidence  to  your  lordship 
to  show  that  the  sale  of  this  vessel  is  open  to  each  and  all  of  these 
objections,  whether  it  be  considered  as  a  public  or  a  private  transaction. 
But  Her  Majesty's  government,  in  furnishing  shelter  for  so  long  a  period 
to  the  Sumter  in  the  harbor  of  (xibraltar,  as  a  ship  of  war  of  a  belliger- 
ent, has  determined  the  character  of  the  vessel.  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  during  the  whole  of  the  late  war  with  Eussia,  Her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment steadUy  refused  to  recognize  the  transfer  of  any  vessels  of  that 
nation  in  neutral  ports.  It  does  not,  then,  seem  unreasonable  if,  on 
behalf  of  my  Government,  I  respectfully  venture  to  enter  a  remon- 
strance against  the  readiness  with  which  your  lordship  appears  to  recog- 
nize the  validity  of  a  transaction  which  the  law  not  only  presumes  to 
carry  fraud  on  its  face,  but  the  highest  authority  in  Great  Britain 
declares  to  be  invalid  altogether. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

'  CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Etjssell,  <&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


[From  the  London  Star,  Marcli  18,  1863.] 


CONFEDERATE  -WAR-VESSELS. 


The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  has  been  thoroughly 
repaired  at  the  Birkenhead  docks,  and  is  now  ready  for  sea.  The  screw 
steamer  Southerner,  intended  for  the  confederate  service,  was  launched 
last  week  at  Stockton.  The  gun-boat  built  by  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  at 
Liverpool,  for  the  confederates,  was  also  launched  last  week. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  4, 1863. 

Sir  :  My  attention  having  been  drawn  to  a  paragraph  which  appeared 
in  the  Daily  News  of  the  17th  ultimo,  in  which,  under  the  head  of 
^'Confederate  War  Vessels,"  is  included  the  Sumter,  now  called  the 
Gibraltar,  as  having  been  thoroughly  repaired  at  Birkenhead,  and  being 
ready  for  sea,  I  deemed  it  advisable  at  once  to  request  the  proper  author- 
ities to  cause  particular  attention  to  be  paid  to  this  vessel. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  it  appears  from  a  report 
which  has  been  received  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool,  and 
which  has  been  communicated  to  ine  by  the  lords  commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  treasury,  that,  since  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter  at  that  port,  on 
the  13th  of  February  last,  she  has  been  carefully  watched  by  the  custom- 
house officers,  and  that,  although  the  vessel  has  received  some  repairs 
nothing  has  taken  place  regarding  her  of  a  suspicious  character. 

The  Sumter  appears  to  be  laid  up  in  the  upper  part  of  the  great  float 
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at  Birkenhead,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  sign  of  her  being  at  present 
intended  for  sea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  add  that  the  authorities  at  Liverpool  are  instructed 
to  continue  to  observe  this  vessel,  and  to  report  without  delay  any  cir- 
cumstances of  an  unusual  character  which  may  happen  to  take  place 
with  regard  to  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  c&c,  &c. 


RUSSELL. 


2Ir.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  6, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  4th 
instant,  in  reference  to  a  paragraph  which  appeared  in  the  Daily  News 
of  the  17th  ultimo,  respecting  the  immediate  preparation  of  the  Sumter 
for  departure  from  the  port  of  Liverpool.  I  must  confess  that  the 
information  received  by  me  from  Liverpool  from  wholly  independent 
sources  had  led  me  to  believe  the  newspaper  statement  to  be  true.  It 
is,  however,  with  very  great  satisfaction  1  receive  the  contradiction  of 
it  from  your  lordship,  as  well  as  the  assurance  that  the  movements  of 
that  vessel  are  under  the  observation  of  Her  Majesty's  government.  I 
am  the  more  led  to  indulge  this  that  the  notice  appears  to  have  been 
spontaneously  furnished  to  me,  with  a  degree  of  courtesy  which  I  should 
be  wanting  in  my  duty  if  I  were  to  fail  properly  to  appreciate. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  mQigt  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCiS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Etjssell,  tfcc,  &c.,  &o. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Oppioe,  April  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  There  are  several  statements  in  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  March 
respecting  the  sale  of  the  Sumter,  at  Gibraltar,  to  a  British  owner,  upon 
which,  if  any  advantage  were  likely  to  result  from  further  discussion  of 
the  subject,  I  should  feel  it  right  to  observe.  But  it  appears  to  me  suf- 
ficient to  say  that  you  seem  to  have  confounded,  both  in  your  reasoning 
upon  the  subject  and  in  your  reference  to .  authority,  the  positions  of  a 
neutral  and  belligerent  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  ships  belonging  to  another 
belligerent,  and  to  have  forgotten,  as  in  the  instance  of  your  reference 
to  a  statement  in  a  passage  on  the  law  of  prize,  that  no  neutral  state, 
such  as  Great  Britain  now  is,  administers  prize  law  in  favor  of  eithei 
belligerent. 

The  neutral  and  belligerent  have  distinct  rights  in  the  matter ;  the 
neutral  has  a  right  to  acquire  such  property  offered  to  him  for  purchase ; 
but  the  belligerent  may,  in  the  particular  cir  cum  stances  t)f  the  case,  not 
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recognize  the  transfer  of  such  property  as  being  that  of  his  enemy,  only 
parted  with  to  the  neutral  in  order  to  protect  it  from  capture  on  the 
high  seas.  The  prize  court  of  the  belligerent,  when  property  so  circum- 
stanced is  brought  before  it,  decides  whether  the  transfer  is  fair  or 
fraudulent. 

The  British  government,  when  neutral,  is  not  bound  to  refuse  to  a 
British  subject  the  right  to  acquire,  by  purchase,  a  vessel  which  a  bel- 
ligerent owner  may  desire  to  part  with,  but  it  would  not  deny  the  right 
of  the  adverse  belligerent  to  ascertain,  if  such  vessel  were  captured  by 
ts  cruisers,  whether  the  vessel  had  rightfully,  according  to  the  law  of 
nations,  come  into  the  possession  of  the  neutral ;  and  if  Great  Britain 
were  herself  belligerent,  she  would  not  complain  of  a  neutral  govern- 
ment allowing  one  of  its  subjects  to  acquire,  by  purchase,  a  vessel  which 
her  adversary  might  desire  to  part  with,  though  she  would  have  the 
right  of  capturing  such  vessel  on  the  high  seas,  and  sending  it  before 
the  prize  court  for  judgment  as  to  whether  the  vessel  had  rightfully,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  nations,  become  the  property  of  a  neutral  owner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chaeles  Fkancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  t&c,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Harl  Russell. 

LEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
London^  April  22, 1863. 

Mt  Lord  :^  have  carefully  reexamined  the  positions  talren  in  my  note 
of  the  14th  of  March,  to  which  your  lordship  refers  in  yours  of  the  20th 
instant,  as  I  always  do  when  called  upon  by  any  comments  you  are 
pleased  to  make  to  me.  But  I  confess  myself  at  a  loss  to  see  the  force 
of  your  objections.  I  did  not  forget  the  fact  that  no  neutral  state  admin- 
isters prize  law  in  favor  of  either  belligerent.  In  the  case  of  the  Sum- 
ter, though  I  tried  to  explain 'the  law  in  its  fullest  extent,  as  applied  to 
all  belligerent  vessels,  whether  war  ships  or  merchantmen,  I  called  your 
lordship's  particular  attention  to  the  fact  that  Her  Majesty's  government 
had  recognized  the  Sumter  as  a  war  ship  of  a  belligerent,  in  the  port  of 
Gibraltar,  and  to  the  further  fact  that  it  had  never  recognized  the  trans- 
fer of  such  a  vessel  to  a  neutral  as  valid,  either  in  the  exposition  of 
public  law,  as  given  by  high  authority  in  Great  Britain,  or  in  the  prac- 
tice of  the  nation  when  itself  a  belligerent.  Hence  it  would  appear  as 
if  Great  Britain  were  now  disposed  to  recognize  the  validity  of  an  act 
of  a  belligerent  toward  herself,  a  neutral,  which,  as  a  belligerent,  she 
has  always  refused  to  acknowledge  when  attempted  by  any  other  neu- 
tral nation.  I  cannot  permit  myself  to  imagine  that  your  lordship  has 
really  intended  to  place  Great  Britain  in  a  position  which  seems,  to  my 
view,  singularly  at  war  as  much  with  the  first  principles  of  justice  as 
with  the  reciprocal  obligations  of  international  law. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

GHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eakl  Exjssell,  (fee,  &c.,  &c. 
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JSarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  May  8, 1863. 

Sir  :  It  is  not  necessary  or  desirable  to  prolong  the  controversy  witli 
regard  to  the  steamer  Gibraltar,  otherwise  Sumter.  I  shall,  therefore, 
merely  observe,  with  reference  to  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  address  to  me  on  the  22d  ultimo,  that  I  have  not  stated  any  intention 
on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  government  to  deviate  in  this  case  from  any 
acknowledged  principles  of  international  law,  or  from  the  exposition  of 
those  principles  hitherto  given  in  courts  administering  that  law.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  the  firm  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  government,  both 
in  the  case  of  the  Sumter  and  in  every  other  case,  to  abide  by  those  prin- 
ciples which  they  have  hitherto  most  scrupulously  maintained  during 
the  whole  course  of  the  present  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  TJnited  States, 

London,  May  23, 1863. 
My  Lord  :  At  the  same  time,  I  seize  the  opportunity  to  mention  that, 
from  information  received  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liver- 
pool, I  am  led  to  the  belief  that  preparations  are  actively  in  progress 
for  the  expediting  of  the  Sumter  from  that  port. 
I  pray  your  lordship,  &c., 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Exjssell,  tfic,  &c.,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  May  30, 1863. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  Gibraltar  or  Sumter,  which  you  say  you 
are  informed  is  being  prepared  for  sea,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you 
tbat  the  report  from  the  surveyor  as  to  that  vessel  agrees  with  the 
information  which  has  reached  you,  so  far  as  relates  to  her  being  pre- 
paring for  sea.  He,  however,  adds  that  all  fittings  for  warlike  purposes 
have  been  removed  from  her  since  she  obtained  her  British  registry, 
and  that  he  has  private  information  that  it  is  not  intended  to  refit  her 
as  a  vessel  of  war. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  102.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  1,  1863. 
Sib  :  The  steamer  Sumter  is  still  in  port.  She  has  taken  on  the  two 
large  guns  referred  to  in  previous  dispatches.  The  collector  refuses  to 
clear  the  vessel  until  they  are  removed,  and  threatens  to  seize  her  if  she 
sails  without  her  clearance.  Either  the  government  or  owners  will  have 
to  give  way.  This  looks  as  if  the  authorities  were  in  earnest ;  at  least 
so  far  as  this  vessel  is  concerned. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Sewakb, 

Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B. — My  attention  has  just  been  called  to  a  discussion  in  the  House 
last  night  about  the  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar.  It  would  seem 
that  the  government  has  given  in,  and  that  the  vessel  will  sail  with  the 
guns  on  board. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.! 

No.  103.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  3,  1863. 
SiK :  The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  sailed  this  morn- 
ing. As  yet  she  has  not  cleared  from  the  customs;  will  do  so  probably 
next  week.  She  is  one  of  the  privileged  class,  and  not  held  down  like 
other  vessels  to  strict,  rules  and  made  to  conform  to  regulations.  She 
has  on  her  a  number  of  guns  in  cases,  among  them  the  two  large  Blafceley, 
weighing  some  twenty-two  tons  each,  shot,  shell,  and  other  munitions 
of  war,  and  machinery,  which  I  think  is  intended  to  work  the  guns  in 
the  turrets  of  the  iron-clads  now  building  by  Messrs.  Laird.  I  believe 
these  guns  are  for  these  iron-clads. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  449.J  Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London,  July  10,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Sumter  has  sailed  at  last,  heavily  laden  with  cannon  and 

stores.    It  appears  that  the  British  government  attempted,  at  iirst,  to 

stop  her,  but  desisted  on  the  assurance  that  the  heavy  guns  were  only  sent 

as  freight.    No  answer  whatever  has  been  given  to  my  representations  of 


204  INSURGENT   CRUISERS. 

the  law  touching  this  case.  The  government  which  never  acknowledges 
the  right  of  transfer  of  an  armed  belligerent  vessel  to  a  neutral  when 
itself  a  party  in  the  war,  has  quietly  permitted  the  act  to  be  done  in 
her  own  ports,  when  herself  a  neutral.  Of  course  she  cannot  venture 
to  go  further  and  reclaim  her  should  she  be  captured  anywhere  on  the 
ocean. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAlSfCIS  ADAMS, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THE  NASHVILLE. 


Mr.  Wells  to  Mr.  Beward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  10.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermjida,  November  1, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  steamer  Nashville  arrived  here  on 
the  30th  ultimo.  While  she  was  on  her  way  to  the  dock-yard  I  called 
upon  his  excellency  the  governor  and  informed  him  of  the  character  of 
the  vessel,  and  the  probable  cause  of  her  coming  here,  and  asked  him 
to  order  that  no  supplies  should  be  granted  to  her.  The  governor  desired 
me  to  make  my  application  in  writing,  which  I  did,  and  the  copies  of 
my  letters  and  his  reply  are  herewith  inclosed. 

The  Nashville  left  the  dock-yard  yesterday  afternoon,  and  is  now 
lying  in  the  ■  port  of  St.  George,  and  preparations  are  being  made  to 
supply  her  with  five  or  six  hundred  tons  of  coal.  With  the  ordinary 
facilities  here,  it  will,  I  think,  take  five  days  to  put  this  quantity  on 
board,  and  as  Sunday  intervenes,  it  will  probably  be  six  days  at  least 
before  she  can  get  to  sea.  It  is  possible  that  the  laborers  here,  who  are 
now  discussing  the  character  of  this  vessel,  may  refuse  to  work,  and  in 
this  event  her  stay  here  may  be  prolonged  for  several  days  beyond  the 
time  mentioned. 

From  information  on  which  I  think  I  can  rely,  the  Nashville  left 
Charleston  on  the  night  of  the  26th  ultimo,  and  is  bound  to  Liverpool. 
A  newspaper,  the  Charleston  Mercury  of  the  26th  ultimo,  has  been 
shown  to  me,  which  came  from  her.  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  were  to 
have  taken  passage  by  her ;  indeed,  they  had  gone  on  board,  but  fearing 
detention  on  the  bar,  were  transferred  to  a  smaller  steamer,  which  it  is 
supposed  conveyed  them  to  one  of  the  southern  islands. 

The  NashviUe  appears  to  have  no  armament,  only  two  small  iron  guns 
forward,  and  the  commander  stated  at  the  custom-house  that  these  were 
the  only  guns  on  board. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  WELLS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  I 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Wells  to  Governor  Ord. 

United  States  Consulate, 

St.  George,  October  30,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  an  armed  steam- 
vessel,  under  the  flag  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America, 
arrived  here  this  afternoon,  and  is  now  at  anchor  near  Her  Majesty's 
naval  yard. 
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This  vessel  has,  I  learn,  called  here  to  obtain  a  supply  of  coal,  and 
as  she  has  been  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  committing  depredations  on 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  I  respectfully  solicit  that  your 
excellency  wiU  be  pleased  to  order  that  no  supplies  may  be  granted  her 
here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  WELLS. 

His  Excellency  Lieut.  Col.  Haeey  St.  George  Ord, 

Governor,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Mr.  Wells  to  Governor  Ord. 

"United  States  Consulate, 

St.  George,  October  31,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  been  informed  this  morning  that  the  steam- vessel,  in 
reference  to  which  I  had  the  honor  yesterday  to  address  your  excel- 
lency, is  now  on  her  way  to  this  port,  where  arrangements  have  been 
made  with  John  T.  Fisher,  esq,,  police  magistrate  of  this  town,  to  sup- 
ply her  with  coal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedieht  servant, 

F.  B.  WELLS. 
His  Excellency  Lieut.  Col.  Harry  St.  George  Ord, 

Governor,  &g.,  &c.,  &c. 


[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Governor  Ord  to  Mr.  Wells. 

Mount  Langton,  October  31,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  30th  instant,  informing  me  that  an  arraed  steam -vessel, 
bearing  the  flag  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America,  has 
arrived  here  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  supply  of  coal,  and  requesting 
me  to  order  that  no  supplies  maybe  granted  to  herj  and,  in  I'eply,  I  beg 
to  acquaint  you  that  the  officer  commanding  this  vessel  had  made  an 
application  to  be  allowed  to  draw  a  supply  of  coals  from  the  stores  of 
Her  Majesty's  dock-yard,  and  has  been  informed  that  his  request  cannot 
be  complied  with. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  stating  that  the  vessel  referred  to  is  naw  on  her  way  to 
the  port  of  St.  George,  where  arrangements  have  been  made  with  J.  T. 
Fisher,  esq.,  to  supply  her  with  coals. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  ST.  GEOEGE  OED, 
Governor  and  G'ommander-in-cMef. 
F.  B.  Wells,  Esq., 

United  states  Consul. 
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Mr.  Wells  to  Mr.  Seivard, 

No.  13.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  Novemher  8,  1861. 

Sib:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  1st  and  3d  instant  relative 
to  the  steamer  Nashville,  which  vessel  left  here  at  noon  on  the  5th 
instant. 

I  also  forwarded  to  you  a  letter  which  I  had  received  from  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  island  concerning  the  Nashville.  From  that  letter  it  might 
be  inferred  that  the  authorities  here  felt  no  disposition  to  extend  assist- 
ance to  that  vessel.  But  it  was  well  known  to  the  governor  and  the  super- 
intendent of  the  dock  yard  that  there  was  an  ample  supply  of  cOal  kept 
here  by  merchants ;  and  the  commander  of  the  Nashville,  when  he  made 
his  application  "to  be  allowed  to  draw  a  supply  of  coal  from  the  stores 
of  Her  Majesty's  dock-yard,  and  was  informed  that  his  request  could  not 
be  complied  with,"  was  doubtless  made  aware  of  the  fact  that  other 
sources  of  supply  were  open  to  him,  and  when  such  was  the  case  that  it 
was  not  the  rule  to  grant  stores  from  the  dock-yard. 

But  what  would  have  been  done  had  there  been  no  coal  in  the  market 
was  soon  made  apparent.  The  Nashville  commenced  coaling  Friday 
morning,  and  that  day  a  telegram  was  sent  to  the  dock-yard  that  the  sup- 
ply was  probably  insufflcient,  and  a  request  was  made  for  two  hundred 
tons  from  the  yard.  That  night  a  gun-boat  went  from  the  yard  to  St. 
George,  and  the  lieutenant  in  charge  was  seen  to  go  on  board  the  Nash- 
ville, and  in  a  short  time  he  returned  to  the  yard.  At  this  time  the  bark 
Oraville,  of  Eockland,  Maine,  was  discharging  coal  in  the  yard,  and  on 
Friday  evening  the  master  of  the  Oraville  was  notified  that  the  Nash- 
ville was  coming  there  next  morning  to  take  two  hundred  tons  of  coal, 
and  he  was  directed  to  remove  his  ship  from  the  wharf  and  give  place 
to  the  steamer,  as  soon  as  she  was  seen  on  her  way  up.  But  the  supply 
at  St.  George  was  found  to  be  sufficient,  and  the  steamer  did  not  return 
to  the  yard. 

When  the  collector  of  customs  claimed  the  light-dues  for  the  Nash- 
ville, her  commander  objected  to  its  payment,  and  on  referring  the  mat- 
ter to  the  governor,  the  collector  was  instructed  to  relinquish  the  claim, 
and  "  to  extend  the  same  courtesies  to  the  Nashville  that  were  due  to 
any  other  vessel  of  war." 

I  passed  across  the  wharf  the  morning  the  Nashville  commenced  coal- 
ing. A  large  number  of  coal-baskets  were  ranged  there,  filled,  marked 
B.  O.,  (Board  of  Ordnance,)  and  whUe  I  was  observing  them  a  man  in 
the  employ  of  the  military  storekeeper,  who  had  furnished  the  baskets, 
came  along,  and  with  a  pot  of  black  paint  effaced  the  letters.  The  mil- 
itary storekeeper  would  probably  not  have  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
keep  up  appearances  by  disrating  or  putting  his  baskets  out  of  office  if 
he  had  been  informed  of  the  governor's  instructions  respecting  the  coal. 

Unusual  courtesies  were  extended  by  the  officers  of  the  garrison  to 
the  officers  of  the  Nashville,  and  all  the  circumstances  attending  the 
visit  of  that  vessel  here  show  that  she  was  almost  universally  regarded 
with  friendly  feelings. 

The  Nashville  took  about  five  hundred  tons  of  coal.  Her  commander 
purchased  another  lot,  about  four  hundred  tons,  all  there  is  now  for  sale,, 
and  directed  it  to  be  furnished  to  any  other  "  confederate  "  vessel  that 
might  come  here.  When  the  Fingal  came  in,  (the  arrival  of  that  vessel 
and  apparently  intended  voyage  was  communicated  to  you  on  the  3d 
instant,)  he  permitted  her  to  be  supplied  from  that  stock. 
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The  officers  of  the  Nashville  and  the  passengers  of  the  Fingal  were 
almost  constantly  together,  and  the  mate  of  the  Fingal  and  several  of 
her  passengers  have  been  recognized  here  as  formerly  residents  of  Sa- 
vannah. A  large  quantity  of  crushed  sugar,  coffee,  flan'nel,  and  blankets 
was  purchased  for  the  Fingal,  and  she  left  here  yesterday  afternoon, 
reporting  to  be  bound  to  Jamaica,  via  Nassau,  !N".  P.  She  is  an  iron  ves- 
sel, hails  from  Glasgow,  is  a  propeller,  rigged  as  a  topsail  schooner,  is 
about  five  hundred  tons  burden,  and  drew  eleven  feet  nine  inches  when 
she  went  to  sea. 

The  Nashville  brought  here  two  Charleston  pilots.    One  of  these  men 
was  transferred  to  the  Fingal,  and  left  here  in  that  vessel. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  WELLS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  76.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  22, 1861. 

Sir  :  At  about  one  o'clock  yesterday,  being  the  21st  of  November,  I 
received  a  telegraphic  communication  from  Captain  Britton,  the  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Southampton,  announcing  the  painful  intelli- 
gence of  the  arrival  at  that  port  of  the  steamer  Nashville,  which  had 
run  the  blockade  at  Charleston,  and  had  brought  in  the  captain,  twenty- 
seven  seamen,  and  one  passenger  of  the  United  States  merchant-ship 
Harvey  Birch,  which  it  had  forcibly  seized  on  the  high  seas  whilst  on 
her  voyage  from  Havre  to  New  York,  and  had  set  on  fire  and  burnt.  I 
immediately  sent  a  direction  to  Captain  Britton,  carefully  to  collect  all 
the  facts  in  connection  with  the  affair,  and  to  transmit  them  to  me  at  as 
early  a  moment  as  practicable.  At  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I 
received  a  visit  from  Captain  Nelson,  the  master  of  the  Harvey  Birch, 
who  had  been  sent  up  from  Southampton  to  see  me  and  to  communicate 
such  information  as  he  possessed.  So  important  did  the  substance  of  it 
appear  that  I  requested  him  to  perpetuate  his  testimony  in  the  form  of 
a  deposition*  regularly  taken  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  at  London,  in 
order  that  I  might  make  it  the  basis  of  a  formal  application  to  the  Brit- 
ish government  for  its  intervention. 

So  great  has  been  the  delay  in  preparing  the  paper,  which  has  not  yet 
come  to  hand,  that  I  find  I  shall  not  be  able  to  mature  all  the  necessary 
documents  in  season  for  the  dispatch-bag,  which  goes  to  Liverpool  in 
about  an  hour  from  this  time.  I  will,  however,  endeavor  to  get  all  the 
papers  copied  to  go  in  the  general  mail  to  Queenstown  to-morrow  night. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FltANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


*  For  affidavits  of  Captain  Nelsou,  and  correspondence,  relative  to  the  Nashville 
Southampton,  see  Vol.  II,  pp.  541-589. 
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[B.  B.  B.,  N.  A.,  No.  6,  1862,  pp.  11-13.] 
No.  12, 
Mr.  Mlliot  to  Mr.  Sammond. 
[Extract.] 

DowwiNGt  Street,  November  29, 1861. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  !N"ewcastleto  transmit  to  you  the  inclosed 
copy  of  a  dispatch  &om  the  governor  of  Bermuda,  reporting  his  proceed- 
ings on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  to  Bermuda  of  the  Confederate  States 
steam-vessel  Nashville. 

I  am  also  desired  to  inclose  a  draught  of  the  answer  which  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  proposes,  should  Earl  EusseU  concur,  to  address  to  Governor 
Ord. 

The  circular  dispatch  alluded  to  in  that  answer  is  one  founded  upon  a 
report  of  the  law-officers  of  the  Crown. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.  J 

Governor  Or  A  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

Bermuda,  November  2, 1861. 
My  Lord  Dttke  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  excellency  that 
these  islands  were  visited  on  the  30th  ultimo  by  the  Confederate  States 
paddle-wheel  steamer  Nashville,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Peagram, 
and  having  on  board  Lieutenant  Colonel  Peyton  of  the  Confederate 
States  army,  said  to  be  a  minister  from  these  States  to  the  court  of 
Spain,  with  numerous  other  officers  and  persons  apparently  connected 
with  the  ship.  The  vessel  anchored  off  the  dock-yard,  and  Lieutenant 
Peagram  and  Colonel  Peyton  at  once  called  upon  Captain  Hutton,  royal 
navy,  the  superintendent,  and  requested  him  to  supply  their  vessel  with 
six  hundred  tons  of  coal,  it  being  their  wish  to  proceed  to  sea  as  early 
as  possible. 

2.  In  reply  Captain  Hutton  informed  them  that  he  was  expecting, 
almost  immediately,  the  arrival  of  the  admiral  commanding-in-chief, 
accompanied  by  a  large  squadron  of  our  own  ships,  and  that  he  feared 
he  would  not  be  justified  in  complying  with  their  application. 

3.  These  officers  then  waited  upon  me,  and  preferred  the  same  re- 
quest ;  to  which  I  replied  that  I  was  aware  that  Captain  Hutton  antici- 
pated that  he  would  very  shortly  have  a  heavy  demand  made  upon  his 
store  of  coal,  and  that,  in  view  of  the  probable  wants  of  our  fleet, 
I  did  not  feel  justified  in  urging  him  to  furnish  what  they  required.  I 
added  that  I  was  informed  that  offers  had  been  made  by  private  persons 
to  supply  them  with  coal  at  St.  George's ;  and  after  a  further  effort  to 
obtain  the  government  coal  by  offering  to  replace  what  they  were  sup- 
plied with  from  private  sources,  an  arrangement  which  I  assured  them 
was  inadmissible  with  a  government  establishment,  they  left  me,  ap- 
parently not  dissatisfied,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  St.  George's,  where, 
I  am  informed,  they  have  taken  in  about  six  hundred  tons  of  coal. 

4.  Directly  after  they  left  me  I  received  two  letters  from  the  United 
States  consul  at  St.  George's,  copies  of  which,  with  my  reply,  accompany 
this  dispatch. 
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5.  The  object  of  the  Nashville's  visit  has  not  been  distinctly  stated,  but 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  she  is  bound  to  England,  and  that  she  has 
on  board  persons  who  will  endeavor  to  excite  an  interest  in  the  favor  of 
the  Confederate  States  at  some  of  the  European  courts,  and  probably 
to  obtain  supplies  of  material  and  stores  for  the  support  of  their  cause. 

6.  It  had  been  reported  that  the  Nashville  left  Charleston  on  the  12th 
ultimo,  with  Ex-Senators  Slidell  and  Mason,  as  representatives  from  the 
Confederate  States  to  the  governments  of  France  and  England  ;  that 
she  had  $2,000,000  on  board  for  the  purchase  of  material,  and  was 
intended  to  coal  at  Bermuda.  This  report  no  doubt  led  to  the  calling 
in  here  on  the  20th  ultimo  of  the  United  States  steam-vessel  Connecti- 
cut, which  left  immediately  after,  and  proceeded  apparently  to  cruise 
south. 

7.  It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Nashville's  ofBcers  that  these 
ex-Senators  really  did  break  the  blockade  about  the  time  named,  but  in 
a  smaller  vessel,  and  that  they  reached  Havana  on  their  way  to  Eng- 
land. The  United  States  steam- vessels  being  thus  put  upon  a  wrong 
scent,  the  Nashville  ran  the  blockade  the  night  of  the  26th,  probably 
with  the  remainder  of  the  Confederate  States  representatives  and  the 
specie,  and  got  to  Bermuda  in  safety,  from  which  she  has  every  chance 
of  reaching  England  unmolested  by  the  United  States  vessels  of  war. 

I  trust  my  proceedings  on  this  occasion  will  meet  your  grace's  approval. 
I  have,  &c., 

H.  ST.  GEOEGE  OED. 

[Inclosure  No.  2 — Mr.  Wells  to  Governor  Ord — printed  with  dispatch 
of  Mr.  Wells  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  10,  of  November  1,  1861,  ante,  p.  205. 
Inclosure  No.  3 — Mr.  Wells  to  Governor  Ord — printed  as  above. 
Inclosure  No.  4 — Governor  Ord  to  Mr.  Wells — printed  as  above.] 


flnolosure  No.  5.] 
The  Dulce  of  Newcastle  to  Governor  Ord. 

Downing  Street,  Xovemher  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  Having  had  occasion  to  consult  the  law-otflcers  of  the  Crown 
on  the  subject  of  remonstrances  addressed  to  the  governors  of  some  of 
the  colonies  by  consuls  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  certain  partic- 
ulars in  the  treatment  of  vessels  bearing  the  flag  of  the  States  which 
have  seceded  from  the  Union,  I  think  it  right  to  communicate  to  you, 
for  your  information  and  guidance,  the  principles  which  ought  to  be  ob- 
served in  cases  of  the  kind  which  raised  the  present  question. 

You  will  understand,  therefore,  that  no  foreign  consul  has  any  power 
or  jurisdiction  to  seize  any  vessel  (under  whatever  flag)  within  British 
territorial  waters,  and  that  the  British  authorities  ought  not  to  take  any 
steps  adverse  to  merchant-vessels  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  to  in- 
terfere with  their  free  resort  to  British  ports. 

With  respect  to  supplies,  even  of  articles  clearly  "  contraband  of  war," 
(such  as  arms  or  ammunition,)  to  the  vessels  of  either  party,  the  colonial 
authorities  are  not  at  liberty  to  interfere,  unless  anything  should  be 
done  in  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  59  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  69,  which 
prohibits  the  equipping,  furnishing,  flttiug  out,  and  arming  of  ships  or 
vessels  for  the  service  of  foreign  belligerent  powers,  and  also  the  sup- 
ply of  guns  or  equipments  for  war,  so  ^is  to  increase  the  warlike  force  of 
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vessels  of  war,  but  which  does  not  render  illegal  the  mere  supply  of 
arms  or  ammunition,  &c.,  to  private  ships  or  vessels. 

If  it  should  be  necessary  for  the  colonial  authorities  to  act  in  any  such 
case,  it  should  only  be  done  when  the  law  is  regularly  put  in  force,  and 
under  the  advice  of  the  law-ofQcers  of  the  Crown. 

With  respect  to  the  supplying  in  British  jurisdiction  of  articles  and- 
pitis  usiis,  (such,  for  instance,  as  coal,)  there  is  no  ground  for  any  inter- 
ference whatever  on  the  part  of  the  colonial  authorities. 


I  have,  «&c., 


NEWCASTLE. 


[Inolosure  No.  6.] 
The  Dulce  of  Newcastle  to  Governor  Ord. 

DowNiNa  Street,  November  —,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  the  2d  instant,  reporting  your  proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  the 
visit  to  Bermuda  of  the  Confederate  States  steam-vessel  Nashville. 

By  the  present  mail  I  transmit  to  you  a  circular  dispatch,  which  will 
farnish  you  with  instructions  for  your  guidance  in  the  treatment  of  the 
vessels  of  war  of  either  of  the  contending  parties  which  may  call  at  Ber- 
muda. 

The  course  pursued  by  you  in  the  present  instance  was  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  principles  which  you  will  find  laid  down  in  that 
circular  dispatch. 

I  have  further  to  state  that  both  you  and  Captain  Hutton  showed  a 
very  proper  discretion  in  declining  to  furnish  supplies  to  a  war-vessel 
of  one  of  the  belligerent  parties  from  public  stores  belonging  to  the 
British  government. 

Her  Majesty's  government  entirely  approve  of  the  whole  of  your  pro- 
ceedings on  this  occasion. 
I  have.  &c., 

NEWCASTLE. 


[B.  B.  B.,  N.  A.,  No.  6,  1862,  p.  13.] 

No.  13. 

Mr.  Sammond  to  Mr.  Elliot. 

Foreign  Office,  November  30, 1861. 
SiE :  I  have  laid  before  Earl  Russell  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant, 
and  I  am  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  for  the  information  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  that  his  lordship  entirely  concurs  in  the  answer  which  it  is 
proposed  to  return  to  the  dispatch  from  the  governor  of  Bermuda  re- 
porting his  proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  confederate 
steamer  Nashville  to  that  island. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOND. 
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Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 

•  [Extract.] 

No.  6.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  February  20, 1862. 
Sib  :  I  herewith  inclose  paper  No.  1,  copy  of  a  communication  re- 
ceived this  day  from  Governor  Ord,  in  relation  to  the  formation  of  a 
coal  depot  here. 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

,  CM.  ALLEN. 

BTon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure.] 

Governor  Ord  to  Mr.  Allen. 

Mount  Langton,  Bermuda, 

February  19, 1862. 
Sir  :  It  having  been  intimated  to  me  that  vessels  laden  with  coal  and 
consigned  to  yoa  have  recently  arrived  in  the  port  of  St.  George's,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  there  a  coal  depot  for  the  use  of  the  war-steamers 
of  the  United  States  Navy,  it  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  that  the 
government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  has  determined  not  to  allow  the 
formation  in  any  British  colony  of  a  coal  depot  for  the  use  of  their  ves- 
sels of  war,  either  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  of  the 
so-styled  Confederate  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

H.  ST.  GEOEGE  OED, 
Governor  and  Commander-in-GMef. 
C.  M.  Allen,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul, 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  6.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  February  20,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  rebel  steamer  Nashville  arrived  at 
these  islancls  this  p.  m.,  reported  seventeen  days  from  Southampton, 
England,  short  of  coal.  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  prevent  her  getting  coal. 
I  am  informed  her  armament  is  the  same  as  when  here  last  fall,  but 
the  vessel  has  changed  some  in  appearance,  having  had  her  masts  short- 
ened, and  some  alterations  about  her  head.  She  has  but  little  cargo,  if 
any.  I  herewith  inclose  paper  No.  1,  copy  of  a  communication  received 
this  day  from  Governor  Ord  in  relation  to  the  formation  of  a  coal  depot 
here. 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbvpard, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Governor  Ord  to  Mr.  Allen. 

MoTJNT  Langton,  February  19, 1862. 
Sir  :  It  having  been  intimated  to  me  tliat  vessels  laden  with,  coal,  and 
consigned  to  you,  have  recently  arrived  in  the  port  of  St.  Georges  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  there  a  coal  depot  for  the  use  of  the  war  steamers 
of  the  Tlnited  States  Navy,  it  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  has  decided  not  to  allow  the  formation 
in  any  British  colony  of  a  coal  depot  for  the  use  of  their  vessels  of  war, 
either  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  so-styled  Con- 
federate States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

H.  ST.  GEOEGE  OED, 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief. 
CM.  Allen,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  cfcc,  (&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  7.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  February  22, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  the  steamer  Nashville  is  still  here, 
and  is  obtaining  a  supply  of  coals  from  the  British  ship  Mohawk.    They 
report  having  seen  no  vessel  on  the  passage  hither  from  England.    I 
understand  it  is  their  intention  to  go  from  here  immediately  home. 
I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


2Ir.  Allen  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  8.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  February  25, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  steamer  Nashville  left  here  yester- 
day, after  taking  on  board  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  coal,  and  all  of 
the  crew  and  master  of  the  schooner  Pearl,  recently  arrived  here  from 
New  Berne,  North  Carolina.  She  left  these  islands  under  escort  of  Her 
Majesty's  steamer  Spiteful,  and,  from  all  the  information  I  can  gather,  I 
think  she  will  go  direct  to  Charleston,  or  vicinity. 

I  am  reliably  informed  that  a  large  portion  of  her  crew  were  confined 
below  deck  while  in  port  here. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CM.  ALLEN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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_  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

ITo.  8.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  January  24,  1862. 
SiK :  The  Oritis,  a  screw  gua-boat,  is  fitting  out  in  one  of  the  docks 
at  this  place ;  she  is  built  of  iron,  and  is  700  tons.  She  is  reported  for 
the  Italian  government,  but  the  fact  of  the  machinery  being  supplied 
by  Fawcett  &  Preston,  and  other  circumstances  connected  with  it,  make 
me  suspicious,  and  cause  me  to  believe  she  is  intended  for  the  South. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtard, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Davy  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  1.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  January  27,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  14th  instant  Messrs. 
Pearce  and  Lockwood,  of  Stockton,  launched  an  iron  clipper-steamer,  900 ' 
tons  register,  1,200  tons  burden,  named  the  Bahama,  for  the  same  par- 
ties who  own  the  celebrated  Bermuda,  which  ran  the  southern  blockade, 
and  which  now  lies  iu  West  Hartlepool  docks. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALSH  DAVY,  Vice-Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  12.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  January  31, 1862. 
Sir  :  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  night  before  last,  shipped  by  rail  for 
London  six  32-pcuaders  and  one  very  large  rifled  cannon,  a  number  of 
gun-carriages,  and  about  sixty  cases  of  shells  and  balls.  I  have  advised 
the  consul  at  London.  Either  a  vessel  is  loading  for  the  South  at  Lou- 
don, or,  what  seems  not  improbable  from  the  number  and  character  of 
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the  guns,  some  vessel  is  being  fitted  out  as  a  privateer.  The  Oritis,  the 
screw  gun-boat  mentioned  in  my  last  dispatch  as  having  her  machinery- 
put  on  by  this  same  house,  may  be  going  to  some  out-port  to  receive 
the  arms. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  13.]    .  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  February  4,  1862. 
Sir :  In  my  last  two  dispatches  I  called  attention  to  the  iron-screw 
steam  gun-boat  Oreto,  or  Oretis,  being  built  at  Liverpool  and  fitted 
out  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  She  is  now  taking  in  her  coal,  and 
appearances  indicate  that  she  will  leave  here  the  latter  part  of  this  week 
without  her  armament.  The  probabilities  are  she  will  run  into  some 
small  port  and  take  it  and  ammunition  on  board.  This  of  itself  is  some- 
what suspicious.  They  pretend  she  is  built  for  the  Italian  government, 
but  the  Italian  consul  here  informs  us  that  he  knows  nothing  about  it ; 
has  no  knowledge  whatever  of  any  vessels  being  built  for  his  govern- 
ment. There  is  much  secrecy  observed  about  her,  and  I  have  been  un- 
able to  get  p,nything  definite,  but  my  impressions  are  strong  that  she  is 
intended  for  the  southern  confederacy.  I  have  communicated  my  im- 
pressions and  all  the  facts  to  Mr.  Adams,  our  minister  at  London.  She 
has  one  funnel,  three  masts,  bark-rigged,  eight  port-holes  for  guns  on 
each  side,  and  is  to  carry  sixteen  guns. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Hon.  William  H,  Seward, 


Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

'So.  15.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  12, 1862. 

Sir  :  Everything  I  see  and  hear  confirms  me  in  the  belief  that  the 
gun-boat  Oreto,  referred  to  in  previous  dispatch,  and  which  is  being 
built  and  fitted  out  at  this  place,  is  intended  for  the  southern  confed- 
eracy. Mr.  Miller,  the  man  who  built  the  hull,  says  she  is  owned  by 
Eawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  or  at  least  that  they  gave  him  the  contract  and 
have  paid  him  for  his  labor.  She  is  a  very  cbmplete  and  perfect  vessel,  no 
pains  or  expense  having  been  spared  in  her  construction,  and  will,  when 
fully  armed  and  equipped,  in  the  opinion  of  those  competent  to  judge, 
be  a  formidable  and  dangerous  craft. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  60'.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  11,  1863. 
SiB:  For  the  first  time,  I  learned  yesterday  that  Wm.  0.  Miller,  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Wm.  0.  Miller  &  Sons,  the  builders  of  the 
steamers  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  and  Alexandria,  is  a  Govern- 
ment oflcer,  being  chief  surveyor  of  shipping  at  this  port,  at  a  salary 
of  three  hundred  pounds  per  year. 
His  office  is  No.  10,  in  the  custom-house. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  18, 1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
of  an  extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  consul  of  the  tJnited 
States  at  Liverpool,  going  to  show  the  preparation  at  that  port  of  an 
armed  steamer  evidently  intended  for  hostile  operations  on  the  ocean. 
From  the  evidence  furnished  in  the  names  of  the  persons  stated  to  be 
concerned  in  her  construction  and  outfit,  I  entertain  little  doubt  that 
the  intention  is  precisely  that  indicated  in  the  letter  of  the  consul — the 
carrying  on  war  against  the  United  States.  The  parties  are  the  same 
which  dispatched  the  Bermuda,  laden  with  contraband  of  war  at  th& 
time,  in  August  last,  when  I  had  the  honor  of  calling  your  lordship's 
attention  to  her  position,  which  vessel  then  succeeded  in  running  the 
blockade,  and  which  now  appears  to  be  about  again  to  depart  on  a  like 
errand. 

Should  further  evidence  to  sustain  the  allegations  respecting  the  Oreto 
be  held  necessary  to  effect  the  object  of  securing  the  interposition  of 
Her  Majesty's  government,  I  will  make  an  effort  to, procure  it  in  a  more 
formal  manner. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  &o.,  &c.,  &c. 


rinclosure.J 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  17, 1862. 
Sir  :  The  gun-boat  Oreto  is  still  at  this  port.    She  is  making  a  trial 
trip  in  the  river  to-day.    No  armament  as  yet  on  board.    She  has  put 
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up  a  second  smoke-stack  since  I  wrote  to  you ;  she  therefore  has  two 
funnels,  three  masts,  and  is  bark-rigged.  I  am  now  informed  that  she 
is  to  carry  eight  rifled  cannon  and  two  long  swivel-guns  on  pivots  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  rake  both  fore  and  aft.  No  pains  or  expense  has  been 
spared  in  her  construction,  and  when  fully  armed  she  will  be  a  formida- 
ble and  dangerous  craft ;  in  strength  and  armament  quite  equal  to  the 
Tuscarora;  so  I  should  judge  from  what  I  learn.  Mr.  Miller,  who  built 
the  hull,  says  he  was  employed  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  and  that 
they  own  the  vessel.  I  have  obtained  information  from  many  different 
sources,  all  of  which  goes  to  show  that  she  is  intended  for  the  southern 
confederacy.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  the  case.  She  is  ready  to  take 
her  arms  on  board.  I  cannot  learn  whether  they  are  to  be  shipped  here 
or  at  some  other  port.  Of  course,  she  is  intended  as  a  privateer. 
When  she  sails  it  wiU  be  to  burn  and  destroy  whatever  she  meets  with 
bearing  the  American  flag. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq., 

United  States  Minister  at  London. 

'N.  B.  The  gun-carriages  for  the  Oreto,  I  have  just  learned,  were 
taken  on  board  on  Friday  night  last,  in  a  rough  state,  and  taken  down 
in  the  hold.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co..  have  made  advances  to  Fawcett, 
Preston  &  Co.,  and  Miller,  the  builder. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoREiaN  Office,  February  19,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
,  yesterday's  date,  calling  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  government  to 
a  steamer  now  fitting  out  at  Liverpool,  which  you  state  it  is  believed  is 
about  to  be  dispatched  with  a  view  of  making  war  against  the  people 
of  the  United  States ;  and  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  lost  no 
time  in  communicating  with  the  proper  department  of  Her  Majesty's 
government  on  this  subjects 
I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  &c.,  &o. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoREiaN  Office,  February  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  on  the  subject 
of  the  steamer  Oreto,  which  was  believed,  from  reports  you  had  received, 
to  be  fitting  out  at  Liverpool  with  a  view  to  acting  hostilely  against  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  here- 
with a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  customs  to  the  lords 
commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  treasury,  reporting  the  result  of  the  in- 
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vestigations  whicli  they  have  caused  to  be  instituted  with  regard  to  the 
vessel  in  question. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

obedient  servant, 

'  EUSSBLL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


[Inolosure.] 
Beport  of  British  Commissioners  of  Customs. 

OtTSTOM-HouSE,  February  22, 1862. 

Your  lordships  having  referred  to  us  the  annexed  letter  from  Mr. 
Hammond,  transmitting,  by  desire  of  Earl  Russell,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Adams,  inclosing  an  extract  of  a  communication  from  the 
United  States  consul  at  Liverpool,  in  which  he  calls  attention  to  a  steam- 
vessel  called  the  Oreto,  reported  to  be  fitting  out  at  Liverpool  as  a 
southern  privateer,  and  requesting  that  immediate  inquiries  may  be 
made  respecting  this  vessel,  we  report : 

That  on  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's  reference  we  forthwith  in- 
structed our  collector  at  Liverpool  to  make  inquiries  in  regard  to  the 
vessel  Oreto,  and  it  appears  from  his  report  that  she  has  been  built  by 
Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons  for  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  engineers,  of 
Liverpool,  and  is  intended  for  the  use  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Brothers,  of 
Palmero,  one  of  that  firm  having  frequently  visited  the  vessel  during  the 
process  of  building. 

The  Oreto  is  pierced  for  four  guns,  [6  ?]  but  she  has  yet  taken  nothing 
on  board  but  coal  and  ballast.  She  is  not  at  present  fitted  for  the  re- 
ception of  guns,  nor  are  the  builders  aware  that  she  is  to  be  supplied 
with  gans  while  she  remains  in  this  country.  The  expense  of  her  con- 
struction has  been  paid,  and  she  has  been  handed  over  to  Messrs.  Faw- 
cett &  Preston.  Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons  state  their  belief  that  her  des- 
tination is  Palermo,  as  they  have  been  requested  to  recommend  a  master 
to  take  her  to  that  port,  and  our  collector  at  Liverpool  states  that  he 
has  every  reason  to  believe  tha,t  the  vessel  is  for  the  Italian  government. 

We  beg  further  to  add  that  special  directions  have  been  given  tb  the 
ofBcers  at  Liverpool  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  vessel,  and  that  we 
will  not  fail  to  report  forthwith  any  circumstances  which  may  occur 
worthy  of  your  lordship's  cognizance. 

THOS.  F.  FEEEMANTLE. 
GEENVILLB  C.  L.  BEEKELEY. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Eer  Majesty's  Treasury. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  18.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  19,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  doubt  but  what  she  (the  Florida)  Is 
intended  for  the  so-called  southern  confederacy.    Information  from  many 
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different  sources  all  confirm  it,  and  some  of  the  southern  agents  have 
admitted  it.  On  Friday  night  last,  her  gun-carriages,  in  pieces  and  some 
in  a  rough  state,  were  taken  on  board  and  put  down  in  the  hold.  It  is 
understoodthat  her  guns  are  at  the  foundery  of  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co. 
It  is  probable  they  may  be  taken  on  in  boxes  and  mounted  after  they 
get  out  to  sea,  but  I  have  nothing  to  warrant  this  supposition,  except 
the  fact  of  the  gun-carriages  being  taken  on  board  in  the  night-time  and 
in  the  manner  they  were.  She  will  be  quite  equal  in  strength  and  ar- 
mament to  the  Tuscarora  when  completed.  She  made  a  trial  trip  of 
twenty  miles  yesterday.  I  have  made  this  vessel  the  subject  of  two 
dispatches  to  Minister  Adams,  and  communicated  to  him  all  the  particu- 
lars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  19.]  United  States  Consulate, 

lAver^pool,  February  21,  1862. 
Sib  :  The  gun-boat  Oreto  is  to  make  a  second  trial  trip  next  week. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  what  she  is  intended  for  the  southern  confederacy. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  20.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  22,  1862. 

Sir:  It  is  intended  to  take  the  Oreto  out  for  a  trial  trip  on  Monday 
evening,  and  from  information  I  have  received  I  think  it  not  unlikely 
that  the  trial  trip  may  be  converted  into  a  departure.  She  has  on  board 
an  ample  supply  of  coal  for  a  voyage  across  the  Atlantic.  A  pilot  has 
been  engaged,  and  he  is  to  prepare  for  a  two  or  three  days'  absence. 
She  draws  now  eleven  feet  water,  and  can  run  under  full  steam  twelve  or 
thirteen  knots. 

Eespectfully,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WILDING,  Vice  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  22.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  26, 1862. 
Sir:  The  Oreto  has  not  yet  sailed.  The  pilot  received  orders  oa 
Monday  evening  last  to  be  in  readiness  for  taking  her  out  night  or  day, 
but  was  charged  to  keep  it  a  profound  secret.  It  is  understood  she  will 
ship  her  crew  for  Malta  or  Gibraltar.  Her  guns  will  be  smuggled  on  in 
some  way.  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  she  is  intended  as  a  privateer  for 
the  southern  confederacy. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  24.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  27, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  positive  evidence  that  the  Oreto  gun-boat  is  intended  for 
the  southern  confederacy.  She  is  to  carry  sixteen  guns,  is  intended  as 
a  privateer,  and,  from  present  appearances,  looks  as  if  she  would  start 
on  her  cruise  direct  from  this  port.  She  has  taken  on  board,  this  morn- 
ing, seventy  barrels  of  pork  and  beef,  sixty  sacks  of  navy  and  six  bar- 
rels of  cabin  bread,  together  with  other  provisions.  The  guns  are  to  be 
shipped  at  some  other  port  in  England. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  25.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  1, 1862. 
Sir  :  Day  before  yesterday  I  wrote  the  department  that  I  had  obtained 
evidence  that  the  gun-boat  Oreto  was  intended  as  a  privateer,  and  that 
she  was  taking  on  her  provisions,  &c.  Since  then  she  has  been  quite 
busy  in  taking  on  provisions.  She  has  a  very  large  quantity,  enough 
for  a  long  cruise.  They  are  getting  as  many  southern  sailors  as  they 
can.  They  want  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  if  they  can  procure  them. 
The  pilot  has  been  told  they  would  leave  to-day ;  they  are  only  waiting 
for  the  arrival  of  the  West  India  boat  at  Southampton.  The  captain 
who  is  to  command  her  is  to  come  by  this  boat.  A  man  by  the  name  of 
Duguid,  a  Scotchman,  is  to  take  her  out  of  this  port  as  an  English 
vessel.  Her  transfer  will  be  made  outside.  The  pilot  thinks  she  will 
not  come  back  to  Liverpool  after  her  trial  trip.    He  is  given  to  lender- 
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stand  that  she  will  go  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  then  to  Holyhead,  and  some 
other  ports,  in  one  of  which  her  guns  will  be  placed  on  board,  and  then 
she  will  enter  at  once  on  her  cruise  and  sail  to  the  Mediterranean.  I 
have  made  arrangements  by  which  I  think  intelligence  of  her  move- 
ments will  be  communicated  to  me.  Yesterday  I  addressed  letters  to 
the  consuls  on  the  Mediterranean,  and  sea-ports  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
some  others,  advising  them  of  this  vessel,  and  requesting  them  to  re- 
port her  if  she  should  visit  the  port.  The  programme,  as  laid  down  to 
the  pilot,  may  not  be  carried  out,  but  it  looks  very  probable,  when  taken 
in  connection  with  the  large  supplies  of  provisions  she  has  received  on 
board. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

ifo.  27.J  Uniteb  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  5, 1862. 
Sir  :  Owing,  as  it  is  alleged,  to  the  authorities  here,  the  Oreto  has  been 
compelled  to  register  as  an  English  vessel,  and  be  regularly  entered, 
&c.  She  entered  on  Saturday  last  for  Palermo,  in  Sicily,  and  Jamaica, 
in  the  West  Indies,  W.  C.  Miller  as  owner,  and  Duguid  as  commander. 
Her  guns  are  not  on  board.  She  shipped  her  crew  on  Monday  last. 
Inclosed  find  a  copy  of  an  agreement  given  by  the  captain  to  one  of  the 
men.  By  it  you  will  see  that,  while  Miller  is  the  owner,  Fawcett,  Pres- 
ton &  Co.  pay  the  men.  I  have  this  document  temporarily  in  my  pos- 
session. The  transfer  of  the  vessel  to  the  southern  confederacy  will  not 
be  made  here,  but  at  some  place  outside ;  it  may  be  at  Palermo  or  Ber- 
muda, but  most  likely  at  some  place  in  the  Mediterranean,  as  the  pilot 
and  all  the  men  are  now  given  to  understand  that  they  are  first  to  go 
there.  The  foreman  in  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.'s  told  a  young  man  form- 
erly in  the  employ  of  that  company  that  the  guns  for  the  Oreto  were  to 
be  shipped  to  Palermo,  and  put  on  board  at  that  place ;  while  another 
person  in  their  foundery  told  one  of  my  men  that  the  guns  had  been  sent 
on  the  steaimer  Bermuda,  and  were  to  be  landed  at  Bermuda,  and  that 
the  Oreto  was  to  call  there  for  them.  Which  of  these,  or  whether  either 
of  them,  is  true,  I  cannot  tell,  but  what  gives  some  strength  to  the  latter 
statement  is  the  fact  that  on  Saturday  morning  last,  while  the  Ber- 
muda was  in  the  river,  and  just  before  she  sailed,  several  large  cannon 
were  placed  on  board  of  her.  Both  of  these  persons  in  the  employ  of 
Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  stated  that  she  was  intended  for  the  confeder- 
ates. The  report  is  that  she  is  to  stop  at  Holyhead.  I  have  sent  a 
man  there  to  watch  her,  and  made  arrangements  with  one  of  the  crew 
to  give  information  from  time  to  time;  made  her  the  subject  of  a  num- 
ber of  communications  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  on  Friday  addressed  a  circu- 
lar to  all  our  consuls  in  the'  Mediterranean,  requesting  them  to  look 
after  and  report  to  the  department  in  case  she  should  visit  the  port. 
The  provisions  of  the  Oreto  are  of  the  very  best  kind,  and  very  ample, 
(the  pilot  says  enough  to  last  for  a  year,)  with  abundance  of  wines  and 
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liquors  for  the  officers.    She  sailed  from  here  last  evening — the  bill  of 
entry  says  for  Palermo — and  Jamaica  in  ballast.    Her  crew  shipped 
consists  of  fifty-two  men. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure.] 
£5.]    Agreement  made  at  Liverpool  this  3d  day  of  March,  1862. 

Ten  days  after  the  ship  Oreto  sails  from  the  port  of  Liverpool,  the 
undersigned  do  here  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shall 
advance  five  pounds  —  shillings  —  pence  to  Thomas  Gill,  on  this  agree- 
ment, the  sum  of  five  pounds  —  shillings  —  pence,  provided  the  said 
Thomas  Gill  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  port  of  Liverpool. 

J.  L.  DUGUID. 

Payable  at  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Oo.'s,  York  iiuildings. 
Indorsed  on  the  back :  "  Eeceived  the  value  of  the  note.     Thomas  Gill, 
cook.    3d  March,  1862." 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  32.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  going  out  after  she  had  cleared,  the  Oreto  injured  herself  and 
put  back  in  the  river,  and  it  is  said  she  is  undergoing  repairs.  The 
Philanthropist,  referred  to  in  previous  dispatches,  cleared  for  Havana 
on  the  5th  instant.  She  is  still  in  the  river,  but  will,  no  doubt,  sail 
to-day. 

Some  three  weeks  ago  I  was  credibly  informed  that  the  same  ijarties 
who  had  purchased  the  Hearld  had  bought  the  steamer  Bahama;  that 
they  would  load  her  with  munitions  of  war  for  the  so-called  southern 
confederacy,  and  either  run  the  blockade  or  else  land  the  cargo  at  Ber- 
muda, and  run  it  into  Charleston  on  smaller  vessels.  I  made  inquiries  to 
find  her,  and  wrote  to  different  consulates  without  obtaining  any  infor- 
mation about  her  or  any  vessel  of  that  name.  Yesterday  we  discovered 
that  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  were  shipping,  by  rail,  cases  containing 
shells  and  shot,  also  cases  supposed  to  contain  cannon  and  rifles,  directed 
to  "PicJcford  &  Co.,  West  Hartlepool,  for  shipment  per  steamer  Bahama, 
for  Hamburg."  This  Hartlepool  is  the  same  place  where  the  Bermuda  on 
her  first  trip  received  a  part  of  her  cargo.  I  have  written  to  the  con- 
suls at  Leeds  and  London,  and  will  endeavor  to  learn  something  more 
about  this  business. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEYS 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B. — The  Oreto  has  sailed  again. 
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Mr.  Davy  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  2.]  United  States  Coistsulatb, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne^  March  11,  1862. 
Snt :  I  have  to  inform  you  tliat  the  British  steamer  Bahama,  referred 
to  in  my  dispatch  No.  1,  dated  the  27th  of  January  last,  is  now  nearly 
loaded,  and  is  expected  to  sail  from  West  Hartlepool  docks  in  a  few 
days.  She  is  entered  out  for  Hamburg  and  the  West  Indies.  Her  cargo 
consists  of  shot,  gunpowder,  and  other  munitions  of  war.  She  has 
also  a  small  gun  on  deck,  and  I  hear  several  others  will  be  shipped 
before  she  leaves.  She  is  a  fine  screw-steamer,  bark-rigged,  and  about 
800  tons  register. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALSH  DAVY,  Vice- Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 
[Extract.] 

ISo.  33.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  12, 1862. 

Sir  :  The  screw-steamer  Annie  Childs,  loaded  with  700  bales  of  cotton 
and  resin,  from  Wilmington,  ISTorth  Carolina,  arrived  at  this  port  yester- 
day. She  ran  the  blockade  about  the  middle  of  February.  Captain 
Bullock,  who  left  here  on  the  Bermuda  when  she  made  her  first  trip,  is  a 
passenger  on  this  vessel. 

The  vice-consul  at  Newcastle  writes  me  that  there  is  a  steamer, 
called  the  Bahama,  loading  at  West  Hartlepool.  He  no  doubt  will 
advise  the  department  and  give  all  the  particulars  in  reference  to  her. 
Eawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  are  sending  large  quantities  of  munitions  of 
war  to  this  vessel ;  they  have  already  sent  from  Liverpool  five  hundred 
cases  of  shot  and  shells,  upward  of  twenty  tons  of  cannon,  and  about 
four  tons-  of  gun-carriages.  This  vessel  will  either  run  the  blockade  or 
land  her  cargo  at  Bermuda  or  Nassau,  and  have  it  ferried  over  in  smaller 
vessels. 

The  steam  gun-boat  Oreto  put  back  into  the  river  yesterday  again. 
This  is  the  third  time  she  has  come  back.  She  is  now  anchored  in  the 
stream,  I  am  quite  unable  to  account  for  her  conduct.  She,  ho  doubt, 
is  either  waiting  for  her  guns  or  some  person.  I  was  told,  some  two 
weeks  ago,  that  a  southern  naval  officer  was  to  come  over  to  take  com- 
mand after  they  transferred  her ;  it  is  possible  they  are  waiting  for  his 
arrival. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

Xo.  36.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  15,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  Oreto  is  still  in  the  river  lying  off  of  Eggmont,  She  is  evi- 
dently not  ready  for  sea,  and  is  waiting  for  her  guns  or  else  for  some 
person.  I  was  informed  yesterday  that  her  guns  are  to  be  placed  on 
board  before  she  leaves  this  port ;  that  they  are  to  be  boxed,  taken  over 
to  Birkenhead,  and  there  placed  on  tugs  or  lighters  and  conveyed  to  the 
vessel.  I  have  no  means  of  verifying  this  statement.  I  have  commu- 
nicated it  to  our  minister  at  London. 

I  The  cargo  of  the  steamer  Annie  Childs,  referred  to  in  my  last  dis- 
patch, was  consigned  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  I  understand  that 
this  vessel  is  to  be  made  over  to  them,  and  loadied  and  dispatched  back 
to  the  South  as  soon  as  possible. 

Captain  Bullock,  who  returned  here  in  the  Annie  Childs,  has  money, 
and  is  to  purchase  or  charter  other  steamers  for  the  confederates. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  37. \  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  19,  1862. 
I  mentioned  the  fact  of  the  arrival  at  this  port  of  the  southern  steamer* 
Annie  Childs.  As  she  came  up  the  river,  she  had  flying  at  her  mast 
the  confederate  flag ;  when  she  passed  the  gun-boat  Oreto,  she,  the  gun- 
boat, dipped  her  ensign  to  the  Annie  Childs.  The  same  evening,  after 
her  arrival,  the  officers  of  the  Childs  were  entertained  on  board  of  the 
Oreto.  The  gun-boat  is  stiU  in  the  river ;  no  one  is  admitted  on  board 
except  those  immediately  connected  with  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H,  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

Ifo.  38.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  22,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  cargo  of  the  rebel  steamer  Annie  Childs,  which  ran  the 

blockade  at  Wilmington  and  arrived  at  this  port  some  days  ago,  was 

634  bales  of  cotton,  788  barrels  resin,  215J  and  10 J  boxes  manufactured 

tobacco,  1  box  pea-mits,  and  1  box  contents  unknown.     Her  com- 
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mander's  name  is  W.  C.  Hammer.  Her  consignees  at  this  place  Fraser, 
Treuholm  &  Co.  She  is  an  American  steamer,  was  called  the  North 
Carolina,  and  is  said  to  be  owned,  previous  to  her  seizure  by  the  con- 
federates, by  Xew  Yorkers.  I  understand  she  is  to  be  loaded  with  arms 
and  munitions  of  war  and  sent  back  to  Wilmington.  I  will  obtain  an 
accurate  description  of  her  and  send  it  in  my  next  dispatch.  A  small 
bark  called  the  Eosina  Glaypole  is  loading  nominally  for  Kingston  in 
Jamaica;  her  cargo  is  intended  for  the  South;  she  will  either  run  the 
blockade  or  land  it  at  some  port  in  the  West  Indies.  She  is  only  184 
tons  burden,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Vickers. 

The  bark  Mary,  formerly  belonging  to  one  of  the  southern  ports,  but 
now  sailing  under  the  English  flag,  is  also  taking  on  a  cargo  for  the 
South.  She  will  clear  for  St.  Thomas.  The  ship  Konigen  Augusta, 
of  510  tons  burden,  commanded  by  Captain  Schaule,  is  also  taking  on  a 
cargo  for  the  southern  confederacy.  She  will  clear  for  Havana.  It  is 
not  unlikely  that  all  of  these  vessels  may  land  their  cargos  at  some  of 
the  West  India  ports  and  run  them  in  upon  steamers  rather  than  incur 
the  risk  of  running  the  blockade  with  sailing  vessels. 

The  gun-boat  Oreto,  so  often  referred  to  in  my  communications  to  the 
Department,  was  reported  in  the  papers  on  Wednesday  last  as  having 
taken  her  final  departure  from  this  port,  but  she  was  back  again  in  the 
river  the  same  evening.  A  part  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Annie 
Childs  have  just  left  m-y  ofiice ;  they  tell  me  that  Captain  Bullock  is  to 
command  the  Oreto,  and  that  four  other  oflicers  for  this  vessel  came 
over  with  them  in  the  Childs;  the  names  of  three  are,  Toung,Low,  and 
Maffet  or  Mofftt;  the  fourth  was  called  Eddy  on  the  ship  ;  the  two  first 
are  lieutenants,  and  the  two  last  named  midshipmen.  They  further 
state  that  these  officers  during  the  voyage  wore  naval  uniforms ;  that 
they  came  on  the  Childs  at  a  place  called  Smithville,  some  twenty  miles 
down  the  river  from  Wilmington  ;  that  it  was  talked  about  and  under- 
stood by  all  on  board  that  their  object  in  coming  was  to  take  command 
of  a  vessel  which  was  being  built  in  England  for  the  southern  confed- 
eracy. They  further  state  that  it  was  understood  in  Wilmington  before 
they  left  that  several  war  vessels  were  being  built  at  Liverpool  for  the 
South.  Information  from  them,  from  the  pilot  who  has  her  in  charge, 
as  well  as  from  other  confidential  sources,  leads  me  to  believe  that  she 
(the  Oreto)  will  sail  from  here  direct  to  Madeira  and  from  thence  to 
Nassau,  and  then  will  attempt  to  run  into  one  of  the  southern  ports. 
I  understand  that  at  least  a  part  of  her  armament,  together  with  several 
cases  of  small  arms,  within  the  last  two  days,  have  been  taken  to  her 
on  a  flat-boat. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

15  A  C— VI 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setvard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  135.1  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  27,  1862. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  dispatches  numbered  from  199  to  208,  inclusive. 

It  will  have  come  to  your  knowledge,  by  the  reception  of  my  dispatch 
:Ho.  131,  of  the  13th  of  March,  that  I  had  already  acted  in  conformity 
with  the  suggestions  contained  in  your  JSTo.  207,  dated  on  the  11th,  by 
addressing  a  note  to  Earl  Russell  in  remonstrance  against  the  notorious 
activity  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  in  efforts  to  set  at  naught  the 
blockade.  To  that  communication  I  have  not  yet  received  a  reply.  The 
reception  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  contain- 
ing additional  information  to  the  same  effect,  supplied  me  with  a  new 
occasion  to  write  to  his  lordship  in  the  spirit  of  your  dispatch  No.  196, 
of  the  27th  of  February.  A  copy  of  this  latest  note,  dated  the  25th 
instant,  is  herewith  transmitted.  After  a  full  conversation  with  Mr. 
Morse,  we  both  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  evidence  in  our  pos- 
session would  not  sustain  so  broad  a  position  as  that  contemplated  in 
your  letter.  For  whatever  may  have  been  the  purposes  of  the  confed- 
erate emissaries  and  their  friends,  pending  the  difSculties  connected 
with  the  Trent  case,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  they  went  to  the  full 
extent  indicated,  I  fancy  they  have  shrunk  within  much  smaller  com- 
pass since  that  speck  of  war  has  disappeared.  The  activity  is  now 
mainly  directed  to  the  expediting  of  every  species  of  supply  through 
the  means  of  steam-vessels  which  may  themselves  be  turned  to  some 
account  in  the  way  of  illicit  trade  or  of  piratical  warfare.  Of  these 
last  the  Oreto  seems  to  be  the  only  one  likely  to  prove  formidable.  1 
thought  it  therefore  a  good  opportunity  to  place  upon  his  lordship  the 
responsibility  of  the  consequences  of  permitting  himself  to  be  deluded 
by  what  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  willful  blindness  and  credulous  par- 
tiality of  the  British  authorities  at  Liverpool.  From  the  experience  of 
the  past,  I  have  little  or  no  confidence  in  the  success  of  any  application 
that  may  be  made  of  the  kind.  It  is  not  the  less  important,  for  all  that, 
to  perpetuate  the  testimony  for  future  use.  That  Great  Britain  did,  in 
the  most  terrible  moment  of  our  domestic  trial  iu  struggling  with  a 
monstrous  social  evil  she  had  earnestly  professed  to  abhor,  coldly  and  at 
once  assume  our  inability  to  master  it,  and  then  become  the  only  for- 
eign nation  steadily  contributing  in  every  indirect  way  possible  to  verify 
its  prejudgment,  will  probably  be  the  verdict  made  u[)  against  her  by 
posterity  on  a  calm  comparison  of  the  evidence.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  such  has  been  the  course  of  the  whole  people.  A  considerable 
portion  of  them  in  all  classes  have  been  actuated  by  nobler  views. 
Thei'e  is  throughout  England  a  great  deal  of  warm  though  passive  sym- 
pathy with  America.  But  there  is  likewise  an  extraordinary  amount  of 
fear,  as  well  as  of  jealousy;  and  it  is  these  last  passions  which  havep'er- 
vaded  the  mass  of  the  governing  classes  until  they  have  inscribed  for 
the  whole  nation  a  moral  and  political  record  which  no  subsequent 
.  action  will  ever  avail  to  oblitera  te. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  dispatches  Nos.  196, 131,  and  207,  above  referred  to,  see  Vol.  I,  pp. 
344,  525,  .and  270,  respectively.] 
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[Inclosure  No.  1.]  , 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Eussell. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  25,  13G2. 

My  Lokd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideratiou  the  copy 
of  a  letter  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool, 
touching  the  case  of  the  steam  gun-boat  Oreto,  which  I  have  already 
made  the  subject  of  a  communication  some  time  ago.  It  is  with  great 
reluctance  that  I  am  driven  to  the  conviction  tliat  the  representations 
made  to  your  lordship  of  the  purposes  and  destination  of  that  vessel  were 
delusive,  and  that  though  at  first  it  may  have  been  intended  for  service 
in  Sicily,  yet  that  such  an  intention  has  been  long  since  abandoned  in 
fact,  and  the  pretense  has  been  held  up  only  the  better  to  conceal  the 
true  object  of  the  parties  engaged.  That  object  is  to  make  war  on  the 
United  States.  All  the  persons  thus  far  known  to  be  most  connected 
with  the  undertaking  are  either  directly  employed  by  the  insurgents  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  or  residents  of  G-reat  Britain  notoriously 
in  sympathy  with  and  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  them  on  this  side  of  the 
water. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  the  President  directs  me  to  submit 
to  Her  Majesty's  government  a  representation  of  the  unfortunate  effect 
produced  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  from  the 
conviction  that  nearly  all  of  the  assistance  that  is  now  obtained  from 
abroad  by  the  persons  still  in  arms  against  their  Government,  and  which 
enables  them  to  continue  the  struggle,  comes  from  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  its  dependencies.  Neither  is  this  impression  relieved  by 
the  information  that  the  existing  municipal  laws  are  found  to  be  insuf- 
ficient, and  do  not  furnish  means  of  prevention  adequate  to  the  emer- 
gency. The  duty  of  nations  in  amity  with  each  other  would  seem  to  be 
plain,  not  to  suffer  their  good  faith  to  bo  violated  by  ill-disposed  persons 
within  their  borders  merely  from  the  inefficacy  of  their  prohibitory 
policy.  Such  is  the  view  which  my  Government  has  been  disposed  to 
take  of  its  own  obligations  in  similar  cases,  and  such,  it  doubts  not,  is 
that  of  all  foreign  nations  with  which  it  is  at  peace.  It  is  for  that 
reason  I  deprecate  the  inference  that  may  be  drawn  from  the  issue  of 
the  investigation  which  your  lordship  caused  to  be  made  in  the  case  of 
the  Oreto,  should  that  vessel  be  ultimately  found  issuing  safely  from 
this  kingdom  and  preying  on  the  commerce  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Not  doubting  myself  the  sincerity  and  earnest  desire  of  your 
lordship  to  do  all  that  is  within  your  power  to  fulfill  every  requirement  of 
international  amity,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  all  the  favorable  effect  of  it 
may  be  neutralized  by  the  later  evidence  of  adverse  results.  It  is  no 
part  of  my  intention  to  imply  the  want  of  fidelity  or  of  good-will  in  any 
quarter.  I  desire  to  confine  myself  closely  within  the  pale  of  my  duty, 
a  representation  of  the  precise  causes  of  uneasiness  between  the  two 
countries,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  remove  them.  Firmly  convinced  that 
the  actual  position  of  things  in  connection  with  the  hostile  equipment 
in  British  waters  by  no  means  does  justice  to  the  true  disposition  of  Her 
Majesty's  government,  I  am  anxious  to  place  the  matter  before  your 
lordship  in  such  a  light  as  to  obtain  the  evidence  more  perfectly  to 
establish  the  truth. 

I  am  farther  Instructed  to  say  that,  well  aware  of  the  embarrassment 
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and  losses  sustained  by  the  nations  with  which  the  IJnited  States  are  in 
amity,  through  the  operation  of  the  restrictive  measures  to  which  the 
Government  has  felt  itself  obliged  to  have  recourse  in  its  efforts  to  sup- 
press the  insurrection  within  its  borders,  it  has  ever  been  its  desire  to 
hasten  the  moment  when  it  might  be  practicable  to  rescind  them,  con- 
sistently with  the  attainment  of  its  great  object.  But  to  that  end  much 
must  necessarily  depend  upon  the  degree  in  which  cooperation  with  its 
policy,  or  the  contrary,  may  be  experienced  from  without.  It  is  obvious 
that  just  in  proportion  to  the  success  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  ill-in- 
tentioned people  of  foreign  countries  to  violate  the  blockade  must  be  the 
endeavors  to  enforce  it  with  increased  stringency.  So  also  in  proportion 
to  the  success  of  such  persons  in  supplying,  by  violation  of  law,  the  in- 
surgents with  the  means  of  continuing  their  resistance  must  be  the  delay 
in  restoring  to  all  honest  people  the  customary  facilities  of  trade  and  in- 
tercourse to  which  they  are  justly  entitled.  It  has  not  been  without 
great  regret  that  the  Government  has  been  compelled  to  observe  the 
extent  to  which  Her  Majesty's  iiag  has  been  abused  to  subserve  the  pur- 
poses of  the  disaifected,  and  thus  to  continue  the  present  depressed  con- 
dition of  legitimate  trade.  A  very  great  proportion  of  the  vessels  which 
attempt  to  violate  the  blockade  appear  to  be  fitted  out  directly  from 
Great  Britain  or  some  of  her  dependencies.  The  effect  of  permitting 
such  violations  of  good  faith  to  go  unnoticed  by  government  is  not 
merely  to  create  an  unfortunate  degree  of  irritation  in  America,  implicat- 
ing many  far  beyond  the  sphere  of  the  unworthy  parties  concerned  in 
producing  it,  but  to  postpone  proportionately  the  prospect  of  bringing 
about  a  better  state  of  things.  It  is  for  this  reason,  as  well  as  from  a 
desire  earnestly  felt  by  the  President  to  maintain  unbroken  all  the  cus- 
tomary relations  of  amity  with  Great. Britain,  that  I  have  been  directed 
to  make  the  present  representation.  Any  suggestion  of  the  means  best 
adapted  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  is  deemed  a  matter  exclus- 
ively within  the  competency  of  those  in  whom  the  decision  to  act  is 
vested.  Disclaiming  every 'wish  to  solicit  more  than  my  Government 
would  in  its  turn  be  prepared  under  similar  circumstances  to  concede, 
and  entertaining  full  confidence  in  the  disposition  of  Her  Majesty's  min- 
isters on  their  part  to  act  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability  in  the  same  spirit. 

1  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  j^our  lordship's  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELBS  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussbll,  <fcc.,  cC'c,  dc. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 
Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consijlatb, 

Liverpool,  March  22,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  Oreto  is  still  in  the  river.  A  flatboat  has  taken  a  part  of 
her  armament  to  her.  A  part  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Annie  Ohilds, 
which  came  to  this  port  loaded  with  cotton,  have  just  left  my  office. 
They  tell  me  that  Captain  Bullock  is  to  command  the  Oreto,  and  that 
four  other  officers  for  this  vessel  came  over  in  the  Childs  with  them. 
The  names  of  three  are  Young,  Law,  and  Maffet,  or  Moffit ;  the  fourth 
was  called  Eddy.    The  two  first  are  lieutenants,  and  the  two  last  named 
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midshipmen.  They  further  state  that  these  oflQcers  during  the  voyage 
wore  naval  uniforms ;  that  they  came  on  the  Ohilds  at  a  place  called 
Smithville,  some  twenty  miles  down  the  river  from  Wilmington ;  that 
it  was  talked  about  and  understood  by  all  on  board  that  their  object  in 
coming  was  to  take  command  of  this  vessel,  which  was  being  built  in 
England  for  the  southern  confederacy.  They  further  state  that  it  was 
understood  in  Wilmington  before  they  left  that  several  war  vessels  were 
being  built  in  England  for  the  South.  As  they  were  coming  up  the 
river  in  the  Ohilds,  as  they  passed  the  Oreto,  she  dipped  her  flag  to  the 
Ohilds.  I  have  had  this  last  from  several  sources,  and  the  additional  fact 
that  the  same  evening  after  the  arrival  of  this  steamer  a  dinner  was 
given  on  the  Oreto  to  the  officers  who  came  over  in  the  Ohilds.  I  under- 
stand she  will  make  direct  for  Madeira  and  Nassau. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Charles  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  42,]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  26,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  Oreto  took  her  departure  from  this  port  on  Saturday  after- 
noon last.    The  pilot  who  took  her  out  says  she  will  not  return,  but  go 
direct  to  Bermuda.    This  may  be  true  or  not.     Captain  Bullock  and 
the  ofiBcers  referred  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  38  were  on  board. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WrLLLA.M  H.  Sbwarb, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  140.1  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  3, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note  to  me  of  the 
27th,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  25tli  of  March,  on  the  subject  of  the  gun- 
boat Oreto  and  the  agency  of  British  subjects  in  supplying  aid  to  the 
rebels.  It  is  pretty  much  what  I  expected.  The  Oreto  has  sailed  irom 
Liverpool. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[Inclosure.] 
Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  Upon  receiving  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant  I  immediately 
directed  that  the  treasury  and  customs  department  should  be  requested 
to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  the  Oreto 
is  equipped  for  the  purpose  of  making  war  on  the  United  States;  and, 
if  that  fact  can  be  i)roved,  to  detain  the. vessel. 

The  charge  that  nearly  all  the  assistance  now  obtained  from  abroad 
by  the  persons  still  in  arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  enables  them  to  continue  the  struggle,  comes  from 
Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies,  is  somewhat  vague.  I  believe  the 
iureater  part  of  the  arms  and  ammunition  sent  from  this  country  to 
America  during  the  struggle  has  gone  to  the  United  States. 

I  agree  with  you  in  the  statement  that  the  duty  of  nations  in  amity 
with  each  other  is  not  to  suffer  their  good  faith  to  be  violated  by  ill- 
disposed  persons  within  their  borders,  merely  from  the  inefflcacy  of 
their  prohibitory  policy.  But  it  is,  at  the  same  time,  a  duty  not  to 
punish  persons  on  suspicion,  without  any  proof  of  their  evil  intent.  It 
is  not  the  custom  of  this  country  to  deprive  any  person  of  liberty  or 
Ijroperty  without  evidence  of  some  offense.  If  such  evidence  can  be 
obtained,  the  laws  are  sufficient  to  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  their 
evil  designs  against  friendly  nations. 

You  have  not  yourself  hitherto  furnished  me  with  evidence  that  any 
vessel  has  received  a  hostile  or  warlike  equipment  in  British  waters, 
which  has  been  afterward  used  against  the  United  States.  The  care 
that  was  taken  to  prevent  the  warlike  equipment  of  the  Nashville  in 
British  waters  must  be  familiar  to  your  recollection. 

With  regai'd  to  cooperation  with  the  policy  of  the  United  States  in 
respect  to  the  blockade,  I  must  remind  you  that  Great  Britain  has  ab- 
stained, as  far  as  possible,  from  complaints  of  the  irregularity  of  the 
blockade  which  has  been  instituted. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  been  mindful  of  the  suddenness  of 
the  danger  with  which  the  United  States  were  threatened ;  of  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  naval  force  then  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government,  and 
of  the  great  difficulty  of  blockading  a  coast  of  three  thousand  miles. 
But  beyond  forbearance  and  a  liberal  interpretation  of  the  law  of 
nations  in  favor  of  the  United  States  Her  Majesty's  government  cannot 
go.  If  by  cooperation  with  the  policy  of  the  United  States  is  meant 
either  taking  part  in  the  civil  war  still  raging,  or  imposing  restraints  on 
the  Queen's  subjects  unknown  to  international  law,  I  cannot  undertake 
that  Her  Majesty's  government  will  adopt  either  of  those  courses.  It 
would  be  an  unheard-of  measure  to  prohibit  merchants  from  sending 
ships  to  sea  destined  to  the  southern  ports.  Should  such  ships  attempt 
to  violate  the  blockade,  capture  and  condemnation  are  the  proper  pen- 
alty of  such  attempts.    No  authority  can  be  found  for  any  other. 

But  while  these  attempts  are  made  on  the  one  side,  the  United  States 
Government  have  willingly  received  in  the  ranks  of  their  army  British 
subjects,  who  violate  tlie  Queen's  proclamation,  in  order  to  serve  against 
the  confederates.  Nay,  the  law  of  the  United  States,  by  which  parents 
can  prevent  the  enlistment  of  their  sons,  being  minors,  has  been  set 
aside,  to  the  prejudice  of  British  subjects,  the  fathers  and  mothers  of 
thoughtless  lads  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age. 

These  evils  are  perhaps  inseparable  from  the  unhappy  contest  now 
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carried  on  in  America.  I  can  only  trust  it  may  have  a  speedy  termi 
nation,  suitable  to  the  reputation  of  the  United  States,  and  conducive 
to  the  future  happiness  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  so  lately  pros- 
perous and  united. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

ChArles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  142. 1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  11,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  the  copy  of  a  note  of  Lord  Eussell,  dated 
the  8th  of  April,  inclosing  a  second  report  on  the  outfit  of  the  Oreto . 
In  spite  of  the  admission  that  troops  and  guns  are  on  board,  Her  Majesty's 
officers  still  insist  upon  being  blind  to  the  destiaation  of  the  vessel,  and 
the  government  tolerates  the  abuse. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inolosure  No.  l.J 

Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  8,  1862. 
Lord  Russell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and,  with  refer- 
ence to  his  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  him 
the  accompanying  copies  of  a  report,  and  its  inclosures,  which  have  been 
received  from  the  board  of  customs,  respecting  the  vessel  Oreto. 


[Inolosure  No.  3.] 

Board  of  Customs,  Custom-Souse,  April  6,  1862. 

To  the  lords  commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  treasury : 

Tour  lordships  having  referred  to  us  the  annexed  letter  from  Mr. 
Hammond,  transmitting,  by  desire  of  Earl  Eussell,  copy  of  a  further  letter 
addressed  by  the  United  States  consul  at  Liverpool  to  Mr.  Adams,  the 
United  States  minister  at  this  court,  in  which  it  is  again  affirmed  that 
the  Oreto  is  being  fitted  out  as  a  vessel  of  war  for  the  southern  con- 
federacy, and  various  statements  are  reported  in  support  of  that  asser- 
tion, and  requesting  that  your  lordships  would  instruQt  this  board  to 
give  directions  that  the  Oreto  might  be  vigilantly  watched,  and  that  if 
any  armament  prohibited  by  the  foreign  enlistment  act  should  be  dis- 
covered the  vessel  might  be  at  once  detained,  we  report : 
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That  on  the  receipt  of  your  lordships'  reference  we  directed  our  col- 
lector at  Liverpool  immediately  to  inquire  into  the  further  allegations 
made  in  regard  to  the.  Oreto,  and  to  govern  himself  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  contained  in  Mr.  Hammond's  letter ;  and  having  re- 
ceived the  report  of  the  collector,  we  find  that  the  vessel  in  question  was 
registered  on  the  3d  ultimo  in  the  name  of  John  Henry  Thomas,  of  Liver- 
pool, as  sole  owner;  that  she  cleared  on  the-following  day  for  Palermo 
and  Jamaica  in  ballast,  but  did  not  sail  until  the  22d,  the  day  on  which 
the  Araerian  consul's  letter.is  dated,  having  a  crew  of  fifty-two  men,  all 
British,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four,  one  of  whom  only  was  an 
American.  She  had  no  gunpowder,  nor  even  a  signal-gun,  and  no  colors 
saving  Marryatt's  code  of  signals  and  a  British  ensign,  nor  any  goods  on 
board  excepting  the  stores  enumerated  on  the  accompanying  copy  of  her^ 
victualing  bill. 

With  regard  to  the  statements  in  the  letter  of  the  consul,  the  collector 
further  reports  that  it  is  clear  the  passengers  brought  by  the  Annie 
Ohilds,  the  vessel  therein  mentioned,  which  has  recently  arrived  from 
one  of  the  Southern  States,  were  not  intended  to  form  any  portion  of 
the  crew  of  the  Oreto,  inasmuch  as  they  were  still  in  Liverpool,  and 
that  the  dipping  of  the  ensign  on  board  the  latter  vessel  on  the  arrival 
of  the  Annie  Childs,  as  far  as  the  collector  had  been  enabled  to  ascer- 
tain, was  intended  as  a  compliment  to  one  of  the  Ounard  steamers  and 
another  vessel  which  saluted  the  Annie  Childs  on  her  arrival,  the  mas- 
ters of  the  several  vessels  being  known  to  one  another. 

THOS.  P.  FEEEMANTLE. 
GEENVILLE  C.  BERKELEY. 

VICTUALING  BILL. 

Pilot, ,  granted  number,  (662.) 

Port  of  Liverpool,  Oreto. 

Bonded  and  drmvback  stores  in  the ,  James  L.  Duguid,  master,  for  Palermo  and  Jamaica. 

Men,  52;  passengers  or  troops, — ;  guns, — ;  178  tons. 

Spirits,  foreign :  Net  quantities  taken  on  board  : 

Rum,  per  gallon ~|  2  cases — 54  gallons. 

Brandy,  per  gallon I  10  oases— 20  gallons. 

Geneva.  [ 

Other  spirits  not  sweetened.  J 

Spirits,  Britisli  or  plantation  : 
Rum.  "I 

Gin I  8  oases — 16  gallons. 

Whisky f  12  cases— 23|f  gallons. 

Other  spirits  not  sweetened.  J 

Wine ^20  cases— 40  gallons. 

Wine  for  drawback. 
Beer  for  drawback. 
Vinegar. 

Tea,  per  pound 'l  3  chests,  5  canisters — 240  pounds. 

Coffee I  4  bags— 646  pounds. 

Coffee,  roasted,  (for  drawback.)  J 

Cocoa.  "j 

Cocoa  paste. 

Sugar,  refined,  per  cwt 

Sugar  for  drawback 

Sugar,  unrefined 

Molasses. 

Tobacco  for  drawback,  per  pound — 

negrohead  

roll. 


1  barrel — 1  cwt.  9  lbs. 
1.5  bafrels,    }  ^^  '''^-  2  1™-  12  lbs. 

3  boxes — 63  pounds. 
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2  boxes — 10  pounds. 


12  boxes— 2  cwt.  1  qr.  26  lbs. 
11  jars — 2  cwt.  1  qr.  18  lbs. 


Cigars 

Pepper 

Raisins,  per  cwt , 

Currants 

Figs. 
Prunes. 
Plums. 
Sundries, 
Surplus  stores. 

Examined. 

J.  MUDIE  SEARCHER,  Collector. 
Cleared  March  4,  1862. 

SAMUEL  WAKEHUM,  Broker. 

Besidence  No.  17  Park  Lane. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  144.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  morning  received  dispatches  from  the  Department, 
numbered  from  214  to  217,  inclusive.  I  yesterday  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing the  expected  conference  with  Lord  Eussell. 

In  that  of  the  Oreto,  upon  which  I  had  addressed  a  note  to  him,  he 
[said  he]  had  directed  an  investigation  to  be  made,  and  the  authorities 
at  Liverpool  had  reported  that  there  was  no  ground  for  doubting  the 
legality  of  her  voyage. 

I  replied  that  this  was  exactly  what  gave  such  unpleasant  impressions 
to  us  in  America.  The  Oreto,  by  the  very  paper  furnished  from  the 
custom-house,  was  shown  to  be  laden  with  a  hundred  and  seventy  tons 
of  arms,  and  to  have  persons  called  troops  on  board,  destined  for  Paler- 
mo and  Jamaica.  The  very  statement  of  the  case  was  enough  to  show 
what  was  really  intended.  The  fact  of  her  trae  destination  was  noto- 
rious all  over  Liverpool.  No  commercial  people  were  blind  to  it,  and 
the  course  taken  by  Her  Majesty's  officei?s  in  declaring  ignorance  only 
led  to  an  inference  most  unfavorable  to  all  idea  of  their  neutrality  in 
the  struggle. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  22.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  April  30,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  following  arrivals  of  Brit- 
ish (?)  steamers  at  this  port  since  my  last  dispatch,  viz : 
April  21,  steamer  Minna,  from  Liverpool ;  assorted  cargo. 
April  28,  British  steamer  Oreto,  from  Liverpool,  with  assorted  cargo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  26.]  United  States  Consulate, 

I^assau,  N.  P.,  April  30, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  report  is  current  here 
that  the  British  steamer  Oreto,  which  arrive"d  here  on  the  28th  instant 
from  Liverpool,  is  now  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  ten  miles  east  of  this 
port,  and  that  she  is  armed  as  a  privateer  for  the  service  of  the  South. 

It  is  also  said  that  the  -pilot  of  the  Karnak  wrecked  that  steamer  pnr- 
posely,  that  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  so  many  vessels  from  England 
with  contraband  stores  might  not  be  readily  transmitted  to  the  United 
States  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevs^akd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Heyliger  to  Mr.  Randolph, 

[Extract.] 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  May  2, 1862. 
Dear  Sir  :  The  steamer  Oreto  arrived  here  on  the  28th  ultimo,  from 
Liverpool.  You  are  aware  that  she  is  a  gun-boat,  but  as  all  the  infor- 
mation concerning  her  goes  by  this  conveyance  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  I  must  refer  you  to  that  department.  Mr.  Lane  came  in  charge 
of  her,  and  was  told  by  Captain  Bulloch  to  consult  with  me.  There  be- 
ing no  confederate  naval  officer  to  take  charge  of  her  for  the  present,  I 
directed  the  vessel  to  proceed  to  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  where  I  left  her 
yesterday.  The  Bahama  is  expected  every  moment,  with  her  arma- 
ment, and  I  shall  have  it  speedily  transferred,  though  the  matter  will 
have  to  be  delicately  managed.  Mr.  Lafiitte  will  direct  everything  .dur- 
ing my  absence.  The  Oreto  has  merely  sufficient  coal  for  two  days'  con- 
sumption. 

I  reinain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  HEYLIGER. 
Hon.  G.  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  28.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.  May  13,  1862, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  9th  instant  I  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  his  excellency  Governor  Bayley,  concerning  the 
movements  of  rebel  steamers  now  in  this  port,  and  I  inclose  copies  of 
my  dispatch  and  his  excellency's  reply. 

The  proofs  of  the  character  of  the  cargo  of  the  brig  Fanny  Lewis 
were  contained  in  the  letters  of  Eraser  &  Trenholm  to  Mr.  Lafitte,  the 
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rebel  agent  here,  which  I  sent  forward  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Whitehead, 
in  the  schooner  Prince  Alfred,  two  weeks  since. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  in  peaceful  times  no  vessel  loaded  with 
powder  (in  port)  would  be  permitted  to  be  in  this  harbor ;  but  under 
the  existing  difficulties  in  our  country  these  municipal  laws  are  conve- 
niently abrogated. 

Citizens  of  this  place  have  assured  me  that  they  have  seen  the  slides 
for  can-onades  on  the  decks  of  the  Oreto,  while  her  acknowledged  com- 
plement of  men,  fifty  in  number,  would  be  deemed  sufllciently  suspi- 
cions to  any  honest  neutral  power  to  warrant  a  close  examination  into 
her  character. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Whiting  to  Governor  Bayley. 

United  States  Consulate, 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  May  9,  1862. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  *to  communicate,  to  your  excellency  several 
facts  of  importance,  deeming  it  my  duty  to  do  so  as  representative  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Nassau. 

The  brig  Fanny  Lewis,  which  arrived  here  from  Liverpool  on  the  6th 
instant,  I  am  credibly  informed,  by  letters  received  from  that  port,  has 
on  board  a  large  quantity  of  powder  for  the  rebel,  or  so-called  Confed- 
erate States  of  America. 

On  the  28th  ultimo  the  steamer  Oreto  also  arrived  off  this  port,  from 
Liverpool,  and  now  lies  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  where  it  is  believed, 
and  so  reported  to  me  by  many  residents  here,  that  she  is  being  pre- 
pared and  fitted  out  as  a  confederate  privateer,  to  prey  on  the  commerce 
of  the  North.  1  inclose  for  your  excellency's  perusal  a  slip  from  the 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  papers  of  the  28th  April,  giving  a  full 
description  of  this  expected  acquisition  to  their  schemes. 

I  cannot  but  think  that  your  excellency  will  consider  it  proper  that 
some  inquiry  should  be  made  to  ascertain  how  far  the  vessels  alluded 
to  are  preserving  the  "strict  neutrality"  so  earnestly  enjoined  by  Her 
Majesty's  late  proclamation  ;  and  I  am  confident  that  I  pay  a  deserved 
tribute  to  your  excellency's  high  character  as  a  ruler  when  I  express 
my  firm  belief  that  no  illegal  steps  will  be  allowed  to  those  who  seek  to 
subvert  the  Government  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
very  respectfully,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING, 
United  States  Consul. 

His  Excellency  C.  J.  Bayley, 

Governor  of  the  Bahamas,  &c.,  &c.,  &e. 
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[Inolosure  No.  2.1 

Mr.  WesMtt  to  Mr.  Whiting. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Nmsau,  May  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  I  am  directed  by 
the  governor  to  inform  you  that  his  excellency  is  advised,  in  the  absence 
of  positive  evidence,  that  he  has  no  power  to  proceed  against  the  Oreto 
for  what,  if  proved,  would  amount  to  a  misdemeanor,  and  the  rumor  of 
fact  of  the  cargo  of  the  Fanny  Lewis  being  such  as  imputed  is  not  of 
that  illegal  nature  which  would  justify  his  excellency  in  any  examination 
or  interference. 

The  agents  of  the  Oreto  have  stated  that  they  have  neither  attempted 
to  arm,  or  put  arms,  on  board  of  that  vessel,  nor  are  they  aware  of  there 
being  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the  owners  to  arm  her. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c.,  &c.. 


Samuel  Whiting,  Esq.,  t&c,  e&c,  c&c. 


0.  E.  NBSBITT, 
Colonial  Secretary. 


Captain  Maffitt  to  Mr.  Randolph. 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  May  22, 1862. 
Sir  :   On  arriving  at  this  port  I  found  the  confederate  gun-bo'at 
Manassas  consigned  to  me  by  Commander  J.  D.  Bullock,  confederate 
States  navy. 

I  have  judiciously  dispatched  arms,  &c.,  in  all  the  steamers,  and  per- 
sonally assumed  command  of  the  Manassas,  which  vessel  I  hope  to  have 
ready  for  service  soon ;  and  my  whole  soul  will  be  devoted  to  giving 
eSclat  to  our  cause  and  annoyance  to  the  enemy. 
My  difliculties  are  great;  my  ambition  greater. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  MAFFITT, 

Confederate  States  Navy. 
Hon.  U.  W.  Eandolph, 

«  Secretary  of  War. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger. 
Confederate  States  op  America, 


Navy  Department,  Richmond,  May  26,  1862. 
Sir:  The  sum  of  $50,000,  in  coin,  is  required  to  fit  out  and  equip  the 
Confederate  States  steamer  Manassas,  now  at  Nassau,  and  I  have  the 
honor  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  whether  that 
amount  can  be  supplied  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable. If  this  amount  cannot  be  supplied  by  the  treasury,  I  would 
request  that  you  will  have  it  purchased,  and  inform  me  of  the  amount 
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required  to  meet  it,  and  a  requisition,  under  the  proper  heads  of  appro- 
priation, will  be  made. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servajit, 

S.  E.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 
Hon.  0.  G.  Memmingee, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr.  Mallory. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Treasury  Department^  Richmond,  May  27,  1862. 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  coin,  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  26th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  only  deposit  of  coin 
in  the  treasury  sufficient  to  answer  your  demands,  is  in  the  hands  of  A. 
J.  Ginrot,  assistant  treasurer  for  New  Orleans,  who  is  now  at  Jackson, 
Mississippi.    This  depairtment  has  funds  in  England.     Would  it  not 
serve  your  purpose  as  well,  and  save  the  risk  of  capture  of  the  coin,  to 
send  to  Nassau  a  bill  of  exchange  on  England  for  the  amount  required  ? 
Yery  respectfully  referred. 

C.  G.  MEMMINGER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  S.  E.  Mallohy, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  May  27,  1 862. 
Sir:  As  suggested  in  your  letter  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  you  will  transmit  to  Nassau,  through  Messrs.  J.  Eraser  & 
Co.,  of  Charleston,  a  bill  of  exchange  in  favor  of  Lieutenant  John  N. 
Mafhtt,  Confederate  States  navy,  for  $50,000,  or  its  equivalent  in  pounds. 
Upon  receiving  notice  of  the  amount  required  to  meet  it,  a  requisition 
will  be  made  under  the  proper  heads. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOET, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  C.  G.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  73.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  28,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  gun-boat  Oreto,  which  cleared  at  this  port  some  time  since 
for  Palermo  and  Jamaica,  has  turned  up  at  Nassau,  as  would  appear  by 
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a  notice  in  tlie  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce  of  yesterday.  The  notice 
is  in  these  words:  "The  confederate  steamer  Oreto,  Duguid,  arrived  at 
Nassau  from  Liverpool  on  the  28th  ultimo."  She,  no  doubt,  is  to  be  one  of 
the  naval  expedition  which  they  are  fitting  out  at  this  port  against  the 
United  States. 

Another  of  these  vessels,  the  steamer  Anglia,  entered,  on  Monday  of 
this  week,  (26th  instant,)  to  load  for  Ifassau. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  new  gun  boat  which  the  Lairds  are  building, 
and  which  was  launched  a  few  days  ago,  is  to  be  one  of  this  number  or 
not,  but  they  are  pushing  her  completion  with  as  much  expedition  as 
possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  38,]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  June  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  this  day  received  a  letter 
from  Edward  Jones,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Oreto.  Jones  was 
imprisoned  here,  with  several  others,  for  refusing  to  do  duty  on  board 
that  ship,  as  he  was  satisfied  that  she  was  intended  for  a  rebel  privateer. 
He  petitioned  the  governor  in  the  matter,  and  also  dispatched  a  letter 
to  me,  a  true  copy  of  which  I  inclose,  as  well  as  copies  of  my  dispatch 
to  Governor  Bayley  on  the  subject,  and  his  excellency's  reply.  Six  large 
British  (?)  steamers  are  now  lying  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  and  more 
are  constantly  arriving.  The  large  hotel  here  is  nearly  filled  with 
American  and  British  agents  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and 
they  receive  marked  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  citizens  of  Nassau  and 
the  government  officials. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SaML.  WHITIjSG. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed. 


[Inolosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Whiting  to  Governor  Bayley. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  June  4,  1862. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  1  have  received 
from  one  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Oreto,  who  is  now  in  prison  here,  a 
letter,  a  true  copy  of  which  I  inclose. 

May  I  -request  your  excellency  to  inform  me  if  any  steps  have  been 
taken  to  ascertain  the  true  character  of  the  Oreto,  the  service  for  which 
she  is  intended,  and  if  her  stay  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  under  all  the 
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circumstances  disclosed,  is  proper,  or  in  accordance  with  Her  Majesty's 
late  proclamation  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  excellency's  obedient 
servant, 

SAML.  WHITING, 


His  Excellency  C.  J.  Bayley, 

Governor  of  the  Bahamas. 


'J 
United  States  Consul. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Mr.  Jones  to' Mr.  Whiting. 

Nassau  Prison,  June  4, 1862. 
United  States  Consul: 

I  am  from  the  ship  Oreto,  built  by  W.  0.  Miller,  of  Liverpool,  after 
the  model  of  the  English  navy  gun-boats,  with  magazines,  shot-lockers, 
ports,  and  bolts  for  twenty  guns.  Everything  is  rigged  and  ready  for 
mounting,  even  all  the  necessary  articles  for  seamen,  such  as  hammocks, 
bedding,  kettles,  and  pans,  with  three  years'  stores  of  provisions ;  in 
short,  she  is  a  perfect  man-of-war. 

Captain,  James  Deguid ;  chief  ofilcer,  William  Duggin ;  second  offi- 
cer, Hudson ;  I,  sir,  was  third  officer,  and  boatswain,  Edward  Jones. 
There  is  also  in  jail  here  the  steward  and  purser,  who  refused  to  comply 
with  their  request.  There  are  at  Gochrane's  Anchorage  three  other 
vessels  with  ammunition — the  Hero,  with  guns,  pistols,  &c. ;  the  Paciiic, 
with  ditto ;  the  Bahama ;  I  do  not  know  what  she  really  has  as  cargo. 
I  have  sent  a  petition  to  the  governor,  while  I  am,  yours, 

EDWARD  JONES. 


[Inolosure  No.  3.] 

Mr.  IfesMtt  to  Mr.  Whiting. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Nassau,  June  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  tlie  governor  to  inform  you,  in  reply  to  your 
letter  of  the  4th  instant,  that  liis  excellency  has  directed  steps  to  be 
taken  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  anything  in  the  equipment  or  con- 
dition of  the  Oreto  or  her  crew  which  could  legally  disentitle  her  to  the 
ordinary  hospitalities  of  the  port. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  communication  which  you  have  inclosed  which 
could,  as  yet,  warrant  his  excellency  in  taking  any  measures  against 
the  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  NESBITT, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
Saml.  Whiting,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Nassau. 
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F. 

Mr.  NesMtt  to  Commander  McKillop. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Nassau,  June  5,  1862, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  your  information  and  guidance, 
a  copy  of  an  order  made  by  his  excellency  the  governor  yesterday,  with 
the  advice  of  the  executive  council,  in  the  case  of  the  steamer  Oreto, 
now  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  E.  NESBITT, 


Commander  McKillop, 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  Bulldog,  Neiv  Providence. 


Colonial  Secretary. 


[In  closure.] 

G. 

At  an  Executive  Council,  June  4, 1862. 
His  excellency  the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  board,  was  pleased 
to  make  the  following  order : 

1.  That  the  Oreto,  if  practicable,  should  take  in  her  cargo  within  the 
port  of  Nassau. 

2.  That  if,  however,  it  be  found  impracticable,  from  the  depth  of 
water  in  port,  or  otherwise,  that  she  cannot  conveniently  take  in  her 
cargo  within  the  port,  then  that  she  be  permitted  to  do  so  at  Cochrane 
Anchorage,  under  the  direct  supervision  of  offlcers  of  the  revenue  de- 
partment, to  be  specially  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

3.  That  in  consequence  of  the  suspicions  which  have  arisen  respect- 
ing the  character  of  the  Oreto,  it  is  advisable  that  a  British  vessel  of 
war  should  remain  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  Oreto,  while  she  is  taking  in  cargo ;  and  to  prevent  such  vessel 
being  detained  at  the  anchorage  an  inconveniently  long  time,  there  be 
imi)osed  as  a  condition  for  the  permission  for  the  Oreto  to  load  without 
the  port,  that  she  complete  her  lading  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage  within 
a  period  to  be  designated  by  the  chief  officer  of  the  revenue  depart- 
ment. 

His  excellency  was  further  pleased  to  direct  that  a  copy  of  the  fore- 
going order  be  furnished  to  the  receiver  general  and  treasurer,  and  the 
commander  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Bulldog,  respectively,  for  their  in- 
formation and  guidance. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  39.]  United  States  Qonsulate, 

N^assau,  N.  P.,  June  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  after  several  appeals  to  the 

governor  of  the  Bahamas  on  the  subject  of  the  reputed  rebel  privateers 

and  the  presence  at  this  island  of  a  large  iieet  of  steamers,  under  the 

British  flag,  known  to  have  large  cargoes  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 
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for  the  use  of  the  rebel  party  ia  the  United  States,  Her  Majesty's  ship 
the  Bulldog  was  dispatched  ou  the  5th  instant  to  Oochrane's  Anchor- 
age, to  ascertain  the  facts  in  the  case. 

Yesterday,  Saturday,  June  7,  two  of  theiieet,  the  Oreto  and  the  Baha- 
ma, were  sent  into  thisharbor,  underchargeof  the  lieutenant  of  the  Bull- 
dog, and  it  was  reported  that  they  had  been  seized  for  infringement  of 
the  foreign  enlistment  act.  I  have,  some  days  since,  sent  forward  to 
the  State  Department,  full  particulars  of  the  indubitably  hostile  char- 
acter of  the  Oreto,  and  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  myself 
and  the  colonial  secretary. 

I  learn  from  good  unofficial  sources,  this  morning,  that  both  these 
steamers  are  to  be  at  once  released,  for,  though  there  is  no  doubt  as  to 
her  piratical  intentions  and  destined  service,  still  she  has  no  guns 
mounted,  although  everything  is  perfectly  prepared /or  mounting  twenty 
guns. 

A  year's  residence  here,  and  my  observations  and  experience  during 
that  period,  have  prepared  me  to  expect  no  sympathy  for  my  country  in 
her  trying  hour  of  deadly  struggle  against  her  rebel  foes ;  nor  dp  I 
believe  that  those  foes  will  lack  any  assistance  from  the  people  or  the 
government  of  the  Bahamas. 

Men  in  the  uniform  of  the  West  India  regiment,  and  sailors  clad  in  navy 
dress,  pass  my  office,  uttering  anathemas  upon  my  flag;  and  not  long 
since,  while  I  was  absent  from  my  oflce,  a  Captain  Allen,  master  of  a 
schooner  consigned  to  Henry  Adderly,  regardless  of  the  protestations 
of  my  servant,  went  upon  my  balcony,  and  was  unloosening  my  ensign 
halyards,  for  the  purpose  of  hoisting  a  secession  flag,  when  I  arrived  and 
prevented  the  indignity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 

Hon.  WILLIA3I  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Extract  from  Nassau  Guardian,  Saturday,  June  7,  1862.] 

The  screw-steamers  Bahama  and  Oreto  came  down  from  Cochrane's 
Anchorage  to-day,  the  latter  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  H.  B.  Hammers- 
ley,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Bulldog,  who  has  been  placed  on  board  by 
Captain  McKillop.  The  Oreto  is  said  to  be  a  smart  gun- vessel,  equipped 
with  every  requisite  for  war  purposes,  but  without  guns  or  ammu- 
nition. She  is  supposed  to  have  infringed  the  foreign  enlistment  act, 
by  putting  up  certain  fittings  since  her  arrival  in  these  waters. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

2^0.  41. J  United  States  Consulate, 

.Nassau,  N'.  P.,  June  9,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  here  yesterday  of 
a  large  British  steamer  from  England.  She  hove  to,  off  the  bar,  to  land 
her  passengers,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  piratical  rendezvous,  Coch- 
rane's Anchorage.  Among  her  passengers  are  Semmes,  the  captain  of 
the  pirate  Sumter,  and  his  officers,  who  are  now  the  lions  at  the  Eoyal 
Victoria  Hotel. 
16  A  C— VI 
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A  gentleman  who  has  jnst  made  his  escape  with  his  family  from 
Charleston  informs  me  that  there  are  nearly  finished  at  that  place  two 
large  and  formidable  steel-plated  steam-rams.  He  says  they  will  be  ready 
in  about  one  month,  and  as  he  is  a  denouncer  of  the  secessionists  and 
their  unholy  scheme,  I  consider  his  report  reliable. 

My  impression  is  that  Semmes  has  come  here  to  take  charge  of  the 
Oreto,  as  her  fighting  captain,  or  that  he  is  bound  to  Charleston  to 
expedite  the  launching  of  the  rams.  At  all  events,  a  most  formidable 
fleet  of  fast  iron  steamers  is  here,  and  they  are  daily  congregating,  and 
I  feel  it  of  the  highest  importance  that  Government  should  take  some 
steps  to  forestall  their  movements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  43.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  June  11,  1862. 
Sir:  The  arrival  of  Captain  Semmes  and  officers  of  the  pirate  Sum- 
ter, at  this  port,  on  Sunday  last,  June  8,  and  the  immediate  release  of 
the  steamer  (privateer)  Oreto,  were  occurrences  ominous  enough,  in  my 
opinion,  to  warrant  the  prompt  steps  1  have  taken  to  warn  the  Gov- 
ernment officials  of  the  threatening  state  of  affairs  in  Nassau  and  its 
vicinitj^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  45.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  June  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  yesterday  addressed  a 
letter  to  his  excellency  C.  J.  Bayley,  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  privateer  steamer,  the  Oreto,  now  in  this  port,  although  she 
cleared  on  the  10th  instant  for  Havana.  I  inclose  copies  of  my  dispatch 
and  his  excellency's  reply  thei'eto. 

In  reference  to  the  ignorance  of  the  governor  as  to  the  Crete's  desti- 
nation and  character,  I  can  say  that  they  have  been  the  theme  of  gen- 
eral conversation  and  remark,  among  all  classes  of  the  citizens  of  Nas- 
sau, for  weeks. 

The  third  officer,  purser,  and  steward  of  the  Oreto,  were  imprisoned 
here  for  several  weeks  on  account  of  their  refusal  to  proceed  further  in 
her,  not  only  on  account  of  the  gross  violation  of  the  shipping  articles, 
but  because  they  only  learned  her  hostile  character,  as  against  the 
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United  States  Government,  since  their  arrival  here.  They  were  shipped 
in  Liverpool  "  to  proceed  direct  to  Palermo,  thence,  if  required,  to  the 
West  Indies,  and  back  to  a  port  of  discharge  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
within  six  months." 

I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  Governor  Bayley  is  indisposed  to 
grant  any  undue  license  to  the  rebel  agents,  but  I  am  quite  convinced, 
also,  that  the  attorney  general,  George  C.  Anderson,  oveiTules  hisjudg- 
ment,  and  lends  his  vs^hole  influence  to  further  the  schemes  of  Henry 
Adderly,  Lafltte  &  Co.,  the  former  the  consignee  of  all  the  contraband, 
cargoes,  and  the  latter  the  acknowledged  agent  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  WHITIKG. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sevtaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Whiting  to  Governor  Bayley. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Kassau,  N.  P.,  J^(ne  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  some  days  since  to  address  your  excellency  on  the 
subject  of  the  steamer  Oreto,  now  lying  in  this  port ;  protesting  against 
the  operation  sand  expressing  an  humble  opinion  that,  ia  this  vessel's  case. 
Her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  May  13th  was  being  violated.  Your  ex- 
cellency replied  that  after  an  investigation  "there  was  found  nothing 
in  the  equipment  or  condition  of  the  Oreto  or  her  crew  which  could  dis- 
entitle her  to  the  ordinary  hospitalities  of  the  port."  Two  days  there- 
after the  Oreto  came  down  from  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  in  charge  of  an 
officer  of  Her  Majesty's  steamer  Bulldog,  and  was  said  to  have  been 
seized ;  and  two  days  after  that  she  is  reported  and  published  as  hav- 
ing been  released,  while  last  night's  newspaper  contains  her  clearance 
for  Havana  on  the  10th  instant.  May  I  ask  your  excellency  to  furnish 
me  with  the  of&cial  report  of  these  proceedings  ? 

I  feel  it  my  duty  again  to  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  this  ves- 
sel. One  of  her  officers,  Edward  Jones,  testifies  to  her  warlike  charac- 
ter and  equipment  with  everything  that  marks  a  vessel  of  war,  ports, 
magazines,  shot-lockers,  &c.,  &c.  He  also  avers  that  shells  were  trans- 
shipped from  the  steamer  Hero  to  the  Oreto  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage, 
an  act  which  I  should  suppose  would  warrant  her  seizure  and  detention. 

The  steamer  Melita,  from  England,  landed  here,  on  Sunday  last. 
Captain  Semmes  and  officers  of  the  pirate  Sumter,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  they  are  here  to  join  the  Oreto  and  pursue  their  maritime  depre- 
dations. 

I  solemnly  appeal  to  your  excellency,  by  the  blood  of  my  countrymen, 
daily  wasted  in  the  strife  with  the  foul  rebellion,  not  to  grant  immunity 
to  those  who  seek,  for  base  and  selfish  purposes,  to  prolong  this  fearful 
fratricidal  war.  If  this  vessel,  the  Oreto,  is  permitted  to  go  forth  upon 
her  mad  career  of  destruction,  I  can  but  believe  that  the  colonial  gov- 
ernment of  the  Bahamas  will  be  held  responsible  in  the  eyes  of  the  civ- 
ilized world  for  a  repetition  of  those  piratical  acts  which  have  covered 
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the  names  of  the  Sumter  and  her  crew  with  merited  obliquy  for  all 
future  time. 

Eenewing  my  assurances  of  high  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 
excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING, 
United  States  Consul. 
His  Excellency  C.  J.  Bayley, 

(fee,  (fee,  <&c. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Mr.  NesMtt  to  Mr.  Whiting. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

i^assau,  June  13, 1862 — 11  a.  m. 

Sir  :  The  governor  desires  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  yesterday. 

In  reply  to  your  request,  to  be  furnished  with  an  ofllcial  report  of  "the 
proceedings"  connected  with  the  supposed  seizure  and  release  of  the 
Oreto,  his  excellency  regrets  that  it  is  not  competent  for  him  to  comply 
with  it. 

His  excellency  has  been  assured  by  the  agents  of  the  Oreto  that  it  is 
their  intention  to  clear  her  in  ballast  for  Havana,  and  he  has  received 
from  the  treasurer  (as  collector  of  the  colonial  customs)  an  application 
to  give  her  this  clearance,  to  which  he  has  accorded  his  assent.  His 
excellency  has,  therefore,  no  right  to  assume  that  she  is  now  equipping 
herself,  or  will  leave  this  port  equipped  as  a  privateer. 

While  his  excellency  is  bound  by  his  instructions  to  observe  the  strictest 
neutrality  between  the  United  States  and  the  Confederate  States  of 
North  America,  he  has  no  power  whatever  to  act  on  general  suspicion 
or  hearsay.  He  is  bound  to  give  the  twenty-four  hours'  notice  to 
any  known  privateer  or  man-of-war  belonging  to  either  of  the  belliger- 
ent States  which  may  put  into  this  port  for  indispensable  supplies ;  but 
he  is  not  bound  to  detain  or  obstruct  any  vessel  professing  to  be  en- 
gaged on  a  commercial  voyage,  unless  he  has  evidence  strong  enough 
to  satisfy  the  court  of  admiralty  that  she  is  in  fact  a  belligerent  vessel 
proceeding  on  a  belligerent  mission. 

Not  having  any  proof  which  would  warrant  the  condemnation  o  f  the 
Oreto  by  a  competent  court  of  jurisdiction,  or  which  would  connect  her 
with  any  privateering  enterprise,  his  excellency  feels  it  is  as  yet  out  of 
his  power  to  interfere  with  this  vessel,  or  prevent  her  presumablif 
peaceful  and  innocent  voyage  to  Havana. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  NESBITT, 

Colonial  Secretary. 

Samuel  Whiting,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul. 
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D. 

Commander  Hickley  to  Governor  Bayley. 

Greyhound,  Nassau,  June  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  After  my  coiiversatiou  with  yourself  and  the  attorney  general 
on  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  the  Ore  to  taking  in  warlike  stores  for 
the  purpose  of  becoming  an  armed  vessel,  and  perceiving  lighters 
alongside  her  both  that  afternoon  and  the  day  following,  and  taking 
into  consideration  her  character,  as  also  Commander  McKillop's  letters 
on  her  account,  and  the  previous  steps  taken,  I  proceeded  on  board  the 
Oreto  with  competent  surveying  officers  to  make  the  following  report 
to  you  for  the  final  decision  of  the  law  officers  on  that  report ;  as  the 
equipping  (as  I  consider  it)  was  a  want  of  respect  to  and  a  violation  of 
the  laws  laid  down  for  the  guidance  of  the  harbor,  which  I,  as  senior 
naval  officer  present,  thought  it  my  duty  to  represent  at  once  to  your 
excellency,  that  you  should  not  be  ignorant  of  what  was  going  on  in  a 
place  under  your  government. 

She  appeared  to  be  discharging  cargo  when  I  boarded  her,  and  that 
cargo  shells ;  and  1  was  proceeding  to  go  on  with  the  examination  when 
the  consignee,  Mr.  Harris,  and  a  revenue  officer,  told  me  that  she  (the 
Oreto)  had  been  cleared  in  ballast  for  the  Havana,  and  would  sail 
shortly,  (I  understood  the  next  day,)  and  that  due  notice  had  been  given 
at  the  custom-house.  On  this  I  considered  interference  unnecessary  on 
my  part,  and  came  immediately  with  the  consignee  to  you  to  report 
what  had  taken  place,  and  the  determined  destination  of  the  Oreto,  but 
with  the  understanding  that,  owing  to  the  suspicions  already  cast  on 
the  vessel,  I  was  again  to  visit  her  before  sailing.  This  took  place  on 
the  10th,  and  that  day,  the  11th  and  12th  passed,  and  the  Oreto  did  not 
sail,  which  again  roused  my  suspicions  that  the  vessel  was  not  acting 
in  good  faith,  and  that  she  was  still  equipping  or  making  very  definite 
arrangements  for  so  doing.  On  this  morning,  at  6.30  a.  m.,  I  was 
informed  by  Mr.  Harris  that  the  Oreto  was  to  sail  immediately  at  8 
a.  m.,  and  feeling  it  a  bounden  duty  to  ascertain  her  character  before 
leaving,  to  make  my  report  to  your  excellency,  that  by  so  doing  I  might 
have  the  law  officer's  opinion  as  to  the  legality  of  her  sailing  before  she 
quitted  the  port.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  my  report  for  your  excel- 
lency's information,  for  the  opinion  of  attorney  general  and  Queen's 
advocate,  that  my  course  may  be  clear,  as  to  my  dealing  with  the  Oreto, 
and  whether,  under  the  circumstances  as  detailed  therein,  she  is  entitled 
to  go  her  way  on  the  high  seas  under  British  colors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

H.  D.  HICKLEY, 
Commander  and  Senior  Naval  Officer  at  Nassau. 

His  Excellency  C.  Bayley,  Esq., 

Governor  Nassau. 
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E. 
Commander  Hicldey  to  Governor  Bayley. 

KBPORT   OF   THE   EXAMINATION   OP   THE -BRITISH   SCREW   STEAMER 

ORETO. 

Greyhound,  Nassau,  June  13,  1862. 
Sir  :  On  going  on  board  the  Oreto  this  morning,  the  captain  informed 
me  that  the  crew  had  refused  to  get  the  anchor  up  until  they  could  be 
certain  as  to  where  the  ship  was  going,  as  they  did  not  know  what 
might  become  of  them  after  leaving  this  port,  and  that  she  was  a 
suspicious  vessel.  I  then  proceeded  round  her  decks  to  note  her 
fittings  and  to  ascertain  that  she  had  no  warlike  stores  on  board  for 
her  own  equipment,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report, 
viz :  That  the  Oreto  is  in  every  respect  fitted  as  a  man-of-war,  on  the 
principle  of  dispatch  gun  vessels  in  Her  Majesty's  service,  but  that  she 
has  no  munitions  of  war  on  board ;  that  she  has  a  crew  of  iifty  men, 
and  is  capable  of  carrying  two  pivot  guns  amidships  and  four  broadside 
guns  both  forward  and  aft,  the  ports  being  made  to  ship  and  unship, 
port-bars,  breeching,  and  side-tackle  bolts ;  that  she  has  shell-rooms,  a 
magazine,  and  light-rooms,  a  handing-scuttle  for  handing  powder  from 
the  magazine,  as  fitted  in  the  royal  naval  service,  and  shot-boxes  for 
Armstrong  shot,  or  shot  similar  to  them,  round  the  upper  deck.  She 
has  five  boats — ^I  should  say  a  10-oared  cutter,  an  8-oared  cutter,  two 
gigs,  and  a  jolly-boat,  and  davits  for  hoisting  them  up,  her  accommo- 
dation being  in  no  respect  different  from  her  similar  class  in  the  naval 
service. 

And  on  my  asking  the  captain  of  the  Oreto,  before  my  own  officers 
and  three  of  his  own,  whether  she  had  left  Liverpool  fitted  in  all 
respects  as  she  then  was,  his  answer  was,  "Yes;  in  all  respects,  and  no 
alteration  or  addition  had  been  made  whatever." 

In  witness  of  this  report  and  ready  to  testify  to  its  correctness,  we, 
the  undersigned,  affix  our  names. 

H.  D.  HICKLEY,  Commander. 

JS"0.  S.  GILBY,  Lieutenant. 

CHAS.  CAEDALL,  Lieutenant. 

B.  B.  STUAET,  Master. 

P.  O.  M.  PEESGRAYE,  Assistant  Paymaster. 

E.  B.  GIDLEY,  Gunner. 

E.  EDWAEDS,  Carpenter. 

WM.  EEOBELLY,  Gunner's  Mate. 

JNO.  SEWAEN",  Seaman,  Gunner. 

His  Excellency  C.  Bayley,  Esq., 

Governor  Nassau. 


A. 

Protest  of  Captain  Duguid. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence : 

James  Alexander  Duguid,  the  master  of  the  British  merchant  steam- 
ship Oreto,  now  lying  in  the  port  and  harbor  of  Nassau,  having  duly 
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cleared  from  the  office  of  the  receiver  general  and  treasurer  of  these 
islands,  for  the  port  of  Havana,  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  appeared  before 
me,  Bruce  Lockhart  Burnside,  a  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority 
appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the 
town  of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  and  does  hereby 
solemnly  and  formally  protest  against  the  acts  and  deeds  of  the  com- 
mander of  Her, Majesty's  ship  Greyhound,  and  of  all  other  persons 
whomsoever,  in  causing  the  illegal  arrest  and  detention  of  tlie  said 
steamship  Oreto,  and  against  all  and  every  trespasses  or  trespass  com- 
mitted on  board  of  the  said  steamship  Oreto  by  officers  or  men  belong- 
ing to  the  said  ship  Greyhound,  and  against  all  and  all  manner  of 
injuries,  damages,  or  detentions  caused  or  to  be  caused  by  reason  or 
means  of  the  aforesaid  illegal  arrest  and  trespass,  to  the  intent  that  the 
same  may  attach  to  and  be  borne  by  the  aforesaid  commander  of  the 
said  ship  Greyhound,  or  such  other  person  as  it  may  by  law  devolve  on. 
Done  and  protested  by  the  aforesaid  James  Alexander  Duguid  before 
me,  this  15th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1862. 

B.  L.  BDENSIDE, 

Notary  Fuhlic. 


B. 

Captain  Duguid  to  Commander  Hiclcley. 

Nassau,  Bahamas,  June  16, 1862. 

Sir:  The  British  merchaut  steamship  Oreto,  under  my  command, 
being  about  to  proceed  on  a  voyage  hence  to  Havana,  and  having 
been  duly  declared  by  the  proper  officer  of  customs,  was  yesterday  taken 
charge  of  by  officers  and  men  of  Her  Majesty's  ship,  under  your  com- 
mand, and  the  ship  prevented  from  quitting  this  port  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  voyage,  which  she  was  legally  entitled  to  enter  upon. 

I  have  therefore  now,  as  the  duly  authorized  master  of  the  Oreto,  to 
request  that  you  will  at  once  inform  me  on  what  grounds  the  said 
steamship,  lying  in  a  British  port,  and  in  all  things  subject  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  officers  of  customs,  and  other  civil  officers  of  the  Crown 
at  the  port,  has  been  seized  and  arrested  by  persons  acting  under  your 
authority ;  and  I  have  further  to  request  that  you  will  inform  me  what 
ulterior  proceedings  you  intend  to  adopt,  so  that  I  may  be  in  a  position 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  owners  of  the 
said  ship  now  in  England;  and  I  also  give  you  notice  that  you  will  be 
held  responsible  in  damages  for  all  injuries  which  may  result  to  the 
owners  of  the  Oreto,  in  consequence  of  the  illegal  acts  committed  on 
board  of  that  vessel. 

Eequesting  an  immediate  answer,  I  have  the  honor  be,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DLTGUID. 

Commander  Hicklbt, 

Her  Majesty^s  Steamer  Greyhound. 
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c. 

Commander  Hicktey  to  Captain  Buguid. 

Her  Majesty's  Steamer  Greyhound, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  June  16,  1862. 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  to-day's  date,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  the  Oreto  is  in  every  respect  so  suspicious  a  vessel  that,  adding 
the  fact  of  her  late  crew,  or  the  greater  portion  of  them,  having  left  her 
on  account  of  their  not  being  able  (although  the  Oreto  cleared  for  the 
Havana  some  days  since)  to  ascertain  where  she  was, going,  and  that 
they  could  get  no  one  to  satisfy  them  on  this  point,  and  that  she  was 
shipping  a  new  crew ;  as  the  late  boatswain  and  a  portion  of  the  late 
crew  of  the  Oreto  made  many  public  statements  to  me  yesterday  on  the 
"quarter  deck"  of  Her  Majesty's  steamer,  the  Greyhound,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  Oreto,  and  which  might  make  it  necessary  to  again  search 
her  as  a  vessel  cleared  in  ballast ;  their  reports  on  her  leaving  Liverpool, 
and  on  the  passage  here  from  England,  as  their  reports  of  the  vessel 
generally — such  public  statements  to  me  as  a  public  servant  induced 
me  to  detain  the  Oreto  to  report  these  circumstances  to  his  excellency 
the  governor  for  the  decision  of  the  law  officer,  that  her  character  should 
again  be  looked  into,  previous  to  so  suspicious  a  vessel  leaving  Ifassau, 
and  his  excellency's  opinion,  as  also  that  of  the  law  officer,  being  sent 
to  me  to  empower  my  legally  allowing  the  Oreto  to  go  to  sea.  Intima- 
tion will  be  sent  to  the  Oreto  as  to  that  fact,  or,  on  tie  contrary,  if  the 
decision  be  unfavorable  what  course  will  be  pursued. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  D.  HICKLEY, 
Commander  of  Her  Majesty's  Steamer  Greyhound, 

and  Senior  Naval  Officer  at  Nassau. 
Captain  J.  J.  Duguid, 

British  Steamshij)  Oreto,  Nassau. 


H. 

Governor  Bayley  to  Commander  HicMey. 

Government  House,  Nassau,  June  17, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  and  the  pleasure  of  thanking 
you  for  your  letter  dated  the  16th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  letter  of  the 
same  date. 

I  can  assure  I  am  perfectly  sensible  to  the  zealous  activity  which  you 
have  exhibited  in  your  attempts  to  preserve  the  neutrality  of  the  harbor, 
in  accordance  with  the  law  of  England  and  the  avowed  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  government,  and  I  am  quite  certain  that  in  every  case  where 
your  services  may  be  required  to  protect  either  the  peace  or  the  neu- 
trality of  the  harbor  I  may  rely  upon  your  prompt  and  hearty  coopera- 
tion. 

I  felt  it  my  duty,  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  to  express  to  you  unre- 
servedly my  opinion  on  the  case  of  the  Oreto,  and  the  doubts  which  I 
entertained  respecting  the  legality  and  policy  of  preventing  her  from 
leaving  the  harbor.  These  doubts  were  much  increased  by  the  strong 
opinion  expressed  by  the  law  officer  of  the  Crown,  who  discharges  the 
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conjoint  duties  of  Queeu's  advocate  and  attorney  general  of  this  colony. 
In  deference  to  the  views  entertained  by  that  officer  and  myself  you  have, 
I  now  understand,  removed  the  ofhcers  and  crew  "who  were  in  charge  of 
the  Oreto,  and  thereby  given  her  the  option  of  leaving  the  harbor. 

But  in  the  letter  which  announces  this  proceeding,  you  repeat  the 
expression  of  your  own  and  your  officers'  conviction  that  the  Oreto  is  a 
vessel  of  war,  which,  "can  be  equipped  in  twenty-four  hours  for  battle." 
And  in  your  brief  conversation  with  me  this  morning  you  stated  that, 
though  the  Oreto  had  discharged  some  of  her  suspected  cargo  here,  still 
she  was  not  leaving  the  port  empty.  A  professional  opinion  coming 
from  an  officer  of  your  character  and  rank  cannot  fail  to  have  its  ^ue 
weight  with  me.  On  the  one  hand,  I  am  unwilling  to  place  any  restraint 
on  a  vessel  which  has  not  as  yet  been  formally  proved  to  have  violated 
the  law  or  impugned  the  neutrality  of  the  harbor  by  any  overt  act;  I  am 
equally  unwilling  to  place  any  limit  on  the  rights  of  hospitality  usually 
accorded  to  vessels  of  all  nations  in  English  harbors.  I  am  most  un- 
willing to  strain  this  law  to  the  prejudice  of  any  vessel  seeking  that 
hospitality,  but  at  the  same  time  I  cannot  fail  to  recognize  the  great 
importance  of  the  testimony  which  may  be  brought  forward  by  yourself 
and  your  crew,  nor  can  I  fail  to  see  the  grave  consequences  which  might 
result  if  a  vessel  equipped  and  fitted  as  you  represent,  for  the  purposes 
of  war,  were  quietly  allowed  to  take  a  crew  here  and  quit  the  harbor 
with  the  intention  of  fighting  on  the  side  of  one  of  two  belligerent  States, 
with  each  of  whom  Great  Britain  is  at  peace. 

To  the  doubts  which  this  dilemma  creates  I  can  see  only  one  solution. 
The  equipment  of  the  Oreto,  the  object  of  her  voyage  hither,  the  intent 
of  her  voyage  hence,  the  nature  of  her  crew  and  the  purpose  of  their 
enlistment,  are  all  the  fair  subjects  of  judicial  investigation.  We  cannot 
detain  or  condemn  her  on  mere  suspicion,  nor,  when  suspicion  has  been 
so  generally  aroused,  can  we  permit  her  to  depart  unexamined  and  un- 
absolved. Under  every  aspect,  therefore,  of  the  case,  I  think  the  best 
course  which  can  be  taken  in  the  interests  of  yourself,  the  colony,  and 
the  government,  will  be  to  seize  the  Oreto,  and  at  once  submit  the 
question  of  her  condemnation  to  the  local  court  of  vice-admiralty;  and  I 
am  glad  to  see  that  you  abandon  the  idea  of  carrying  her  before  the 
court  of  any  other  colony.  If,  on  the  evidence  you  adduce,  the  court 
condemn  her,  you  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  having  prevented  cer- 
tainly an  illegal  and  probably  a  disastrous  voyage.  If  the  court  do  not 
condemn  her,  you  will  ha^-e  the  satisfaction  of  having  discharged  your 
duty  under  circumstances  of  anxious  doubt  and  difficulty,  the  solution 
of  which  will  hereafter  smooth  the  course  of  others  placed  in  situations 
equally  trying  and  embarrassing. 

My  opinion  is  that  an  appeal  to  the  decision  of  the  local  vice-admiralty 
court  is  the  best  expedient  which  could  be  embraced  by  all  of  the  parties 
interested  in  the  matter.  I  will  give  the  necessary  instructions  to  the 
Queen's  advocate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

0.  J.  BAYLEY, 

Oovernor. 

Captain  Hiokley,  E.  M., 

Her  Majestfs  Steamer  Greyhound. 
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I. 

Commander  Hickley  to  Governor  Bayley. 

Greyhound,  Nassau,  June  17,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
to-day's  date,  and  to  inforin  your  excellency  that  I  have  seized  the  Oreto 
as  a  vessel  evidently  equipped  and  fitted  for  war  purposes,  in  opposition 
to  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  to  submit 
the  object  of  her  voyage  hither,  the  intent  of  her  voyage  hence,  the 
nature  of  her  crew  and  the  purpose  of  their  enlistment,  to  the  judicial 
investigation  of  the  vice-admiralty  court  at  Nassau. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

H.  D.  HICKLEY, 
Commander,  and  Senior  Naval  Officer  at  Nassau. 

His  Excellency  0.  J.  Bayley,  Esq., 

Governor. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  2Ir.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1-6.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  June  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  after  receiving  G-overnor 
Bayley's  reply  to  my  protest  against  the  Oreto,  copies  of  which  were  in- 
closed in  ray  dispatch  No.  45,  and  hearing  that  the  vessel  was  about  to 
get  to  sea,  I  had  an  interview  with  the  third  ofllcer,  Edward  Jones,  on 
his  release  from  prison,  and  advised  him  to  institute  proceedings  against 
the  Oreto  for  the  wages  due  him,  which  he  did.  He  also  prevailed  upon 
the  whole  crew  to  do  the  same,  and  the  vessel  was  again  seized  on  their 
combined  complaints,  but  was  soon  released  through  the  active  agency 
of  the  attorney  general.  I  therefore  advised  Mr.  Jones  to  go  on  board 
Her  Majesty's  ship  Greyhound  and  give  full  information  of  all  the  facts 
in  the  case  to  Captain  Hickley,  her  commander,  who,  at  once,  sent  a  file 
of  marines  and  took  possession  of  the  Oreto,  whose  ofiflcers  and  agents 
Were  held  to  show  cause  why  she  should  not  be  confiscated  in  the  ad- 
miralty court. 

This  makes  the  third  seizure  and  release  of  this  pirate  ship,  and  the 
proceedings  in  each  case  are  a  burlesque  on  justice  and  neutrality.  Ed- 
ward Jones,  the  third  ofi&cer  of  the  Oreto,  has  made  an  affidavit  before 
me,  of  his  own  accord,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose.  A  friendly  fisher- 
man informs  me  that  a  sister  ship  to  the  Oreto  is  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Eum  Cay,  in  latitude  23°  30'  north,  and  longitude  74°  45'  west,  nearly. 

A  large  number  of  English  agents  for  the  contraband  cargoes  of  the 

steamers  here  are  scattered  among  the  hotels  and  boarding  houses  at 

Nassau,  openly  expressing  their  warm  sympathy  with  the  rebels,  and 

confidently  asserting  that  the  days  of  the  Great  Eepublic  are  numbered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[Inclosvire.] 
Affidavit  of  Edward  Jones. 

I,  the  undersigned,  Edward  Jones,  late  third  officer  of  the  steamer 
Oreto,  do  solemnly  swear  to  the  following  facts,  viz  : 

1st.  That  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1862,  I  shipped  on  board  the 
steamer  Oreto  at  Liverpool,  as  boatswain ;  the  articles  specifying  that 
"  the  vessel  was  bound  to  the  port  of  Palermo,  thence,  if  required,  to  any 
port  in  the  ilediterranean  or  the  West  Indies,  and  back  to  a  final  port 
of  discharge  in  the  United  Kingdom ;  the  term  of  service  not  to  exceed 
six  months. 

2d.  That  the  Oreto  was  expressly  built  for  a  man-of-war,  and  was  said 
to  be  destined  for  the  King  of  Sardinia ;  that  she  has  twenty  ports, 
magazine  of  fifty  tons'  capacity,  shot-lockers,  &c.,  &c. ;  that  on  her  pas- 
sage to  this  port,  breechings  and  gun-tackles  were  fitted  and  everything 
got  in  readiness  for  mounting  guns. 

3d.  That  the  Oreto  was  supplied  with  two  suits  of  sails,  spare  wire 
rigging,  a  large  quantity  of  provisions,  said  to  be  sitfficient  for  three 
years'  supply  for  seventy-five  men,  &c.,  &c. 

4th.  That  after  leaving  the  channel  the  courses  were  frequently 
altered,  and  that  my  suspicious  were  then  aroused  as  to  her  true  desti- 
nation as  a  rebel  privateer,  and  I  refused  duty ;  that  on  the  thirty-fifth 
day  out,  we  anchored  off  the  port  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  Baha- 
mas, and  the  next  day  proceeded  to  Cochrane's  Anchorage ;  that  soon 
after  I  left  the  Oreto,  and  was  imprisoned  as  a  deserter  at  Nassau,  for 
two  weeks,  when,  after  sending  a  petition  to  the  governor,  I  was  at  last 
released. 

5th.  I  also  testify  to  the  fact  that,  for  several  nights  prior  to  our  arri- 
val at  Nassau,  the  lights  on  board  the  Oreto  Vere  ordered  to  be  put  out, 
and  the  smoke-stacks  were  reefed,  while  look-outs  were  kept  at  the  mast- 
heads, and  great  anxiety  was  manifested  and  expressed  by  the  officers 
lest  they  should  fall  in  with  American  cruisers. 

I  do  also  solemnly  swear  that  the  Oreto  is,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
owned  by  the  so-called  "  Confederate  States  o  North  America,"  and 
that  she  is  intendedfor  one  of  their  men-of-war,  or  armed  privateers ; 
which  facts  I  stated  in  my  petition  to  Governor  Bayley  while  I  was  in 
prison  at  Nassau. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  subscribed  my  name  and  taken  my  oath 
at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  this  13th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1862. 

EDWAED  JONES, 

Royal  Naval  Volunteers. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  this- 
i3th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1862,  as  witness  my  hand  and  consular  seal 
hereto  affixed. 

[CONSULAR  SEAL.]  SAML.  WHITING, 

United  States  Consul. 
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3Ir.  Whiting  to  Captain  Uicliley. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  June  24,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  feel  it  is  due  to  you  that  I,  tlie  representative  of  the  United 
States  Government  at  E"assau,  should  express  to  you  my  hearty  thanks 
for  the  activity  and  energy  you  have  displayed  in  causing  the  detention, 
if  not  the  condemnation,  of  the  rebel  privateer  Oreto. 

From  the  evidence  in  my  hands  of  the  warlike  character  and  designs 
of  that  vessel,  I  am  astonished  that  the  colonial  governor  of  the  Baha- 
mas should  have  made  it  necessary  for  your  interference  in  the  matter. 
I  am  safe  in  assuring  you  that  your  prompt  and  decisive  action  in  re- 
gard to  this  ship  will  meet  the  high  approval  of  the  civilized  world,  and 
the  sincere  thanks  of  the  Grovernmeut  I  have  the  honor  to  rei^resent. 

I  shall  take  pleasure  in  communicating  your  noble  action  in  this  mat- 
ter to  my  Government  as  soon  as  possible. 

With  sentiments  of  high  esteem,  I  am,  sir,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

SAML.  WHITmG, 

United  States  Consul. 
Captain  Hickley, 
Her  Majesty's  Steamer  Greyhound,  Kassau,  Neic  Providence. 


Mr.  Heyliger  to  Mr.  Randolph. 
[Extract — see  ante,  p.  87.] 

Nassau,  New  Peovidence,  June  28,  1862. 
SiE  :  The  Oreto  still  remains  under  seizure,  but  the  proceedings  in- 
stituted for  her  release  are  now  complete,  and  will  be  pushed  forward 
vigorously.    Our  complaint  was  filed  in  court  this  morning,  and  the 
libel  may  be  put  in  to-day,  or  on  the  30th. 

On  the  1st  July  our  consul  will  argue  on  the  law  points  ;  and  his 
opinion  is  that  the  case  will  be  thrown  out  before  going  to  trial.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  we  shall  gain  the  case  ;  but  hints  have  been  thrown 
out  that  the  captain  of  the  Greyhound  will  appeal  from  the  decision  to 
the  admiralty  court  in  England.  This  would  result  in  serious  delay, 
but  I  am  of  opinion  that  he  will  hesitate  to  involve  himself  in  a  pro- 
ceeding which,  if  adversely  decided,  must  entail  on  him  most  serious 
injury,  both  professional  and  pecuniary. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  HEYLIGEE. 
Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  Eichmond. 
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j\rr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

^0.  53.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  July  6,  1862. 
"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  case  of  the  Oreto  was 
brought  up  in  the  vice  admiralty  court,  on  Friday,  the  4th  instant,  and 
Judge  Lees  has  reserved  his  decision  until  Monday,  the  7th  July.  A 
strong  desire  to  have  her  released  has  been  manifested  here ;  but  the 
warlike  character  and  destination  of  the  ship  is  so  well  known  through- 
out the  community  that  it  seems  next  to  impossible  that  she  should  be 
released. 

Steamers  and  ships  are  almost  daily  arriving  here  with  cargoes  of 
coal,  arms,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.   Whiting  to  Mr.  Abbott. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  July  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  sympathies  of  the  people  here  are  all  on  the  side  of 
the  rebels,  who  have  tried  to  overthrow  the  best  Government  Which 
the  world's  history  can  show,  and  the  countless  disagreeables  of 
my  position  could  only  be  realized  through  experience.  After  several 
urgent  protests  on  my  part  to  the  governor  the  rebel  privateer  Oreto 
was  at  last  seized,  and  released  three  times  in  succession.  At  length  I 
persuaded  one  of  the  steamer's  officers  to  appeal  to  Captain  Hickley,  of 
Her  Majesty's  steamer  Greyhound,  who  again  seized  the  Oreto,  and 
filed  a  libel  in  admiralty  against  her  for  violation  of  the  "  foreign  enlist- 
ment act."  The  case  is  to  come  off  next  week,  and  I  know  that  the 
Attorney  General  Anderson  is  bent  on  procuring  her  release,  if  possible. 

The  universal  feeling  here  is  most  bitter  against  the  Union  and  the 
North,  and  every  facility  is  openly  extended  to  the  j-ebels  and  their 
unholy  cause,  while  every  northern  reverse  is  hailed  with  loud  demon- 
strations of  joy. 

There  are  now  lying  here  ten  large,  fleet,  iron  British  steamers, 
several  ships  and  barks,  all  fully  laden  with  arms,  &c.,  for  the  rebels, 
while  smaller  steamers,  flying  the  British  and  secession  flags  together, 
have  long  been  successfully  running  their  contraband  cargoes  into 
Charleston,  Wilmington,  and  elsewhere. 
T  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Mr.  George  J.  Abbott, 

Consular  Bureau,  &c.,  <6c.,  dc. 


SAML.  WHITING. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  340.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  13,  1862. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Morse,  our  indefatigable  consul  at  London,  has  transmitted 
to  this  Department  an  intercepted  letter,  written  by  S.  E.  Mallory,  who 
is  the  pretended  secretary  of  the  navy  to  the  insurrectionary  party  of 
the  South,  and  addressed  to  James  H.  Korth,  who  is  called  a  commander 
in  that  navy. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  die.,  &e.,  &c. 


[Inclosure.] 
Mr.  Mallory  to  Commander  North. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 

Navy  Department,  Biohmond,  July  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  29th  of  March  last  reached  me  this  morning. 

The  department  notified  you,  on  the  11th  of  January  last,  that  you 
would  receive  orders  to  command  the  second  vessel  then  being  built  in 
England,  but  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  the  department  you  were  sub- 
sequently assigned  to  the  command  of  the  first  vessel,  the  Florida, 
(Oreto,)  now  at  ]!^assau ;  and  any  just  ground  for  "  the  surprise  and 
astonishment"  in  this  respect  at  the  department's  action  is  not  per- 
ceived. 

A  commission  as  commander  for  the  war  was  sent  you  on  the  5th  of 
May,  and  your  failure  to  follow  the  Oreto,  which  left  England  about  the 
21st*  of  March,  and  to  take  command  of  her  as  was  contemplated,  and 
as  you  were  apprised  by  Captain  Bullock,  on  the  26th  of  March,  is  not 
understood,  and  has  been  productive  of  some  embarrassment. 

Captain  Bullock  was  nominated  by  the  executive  for  his  position  in 
the  navy  under  existing  law,  and  was  duly  confirmed  by  the  senate, 
and  your  protest  to  this. department  against  the  action  of  these  coordi- 
nate branches  of  your  government  is  out  of  j)lace. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  you  will  turn  over  to  Lieutenant  G.  F. 
Sinclair  the  instructions  which  you  may  have  received,  together  with 
any  public  funds  in  your  hands,  aud  return  to  the  Confederate  States 
in  such  manner  as  your  judgment  may  direct. 

Should  you  not  be  provided  with  funds  for  this  purpose,  Commander 
Bullock  will,  "upon  you,  application,  supply  them. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

a.  E.  MALLOET, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  James  H.  North,  C.  S.  N., 

London,  England. 

[Mr.  Adams  sent  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Earl  Eussell  on  the  9th  day  of 
October,  1862.     See  Vol.  II,  p.  613.  | 

*  She  sailed  on  the  22d  of  March. 
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Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr,  Seward. 

United  States  Consulate, 
1^0.  54:.  Nassau,  IT.  P.,  July  15,  1862. 

SiK :  I  liave  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  case  of  the  Oreto 
steamer,  before  alluded  to,  is  still  progressing  in  the  admiralty  court 
here.  By  this  conveyance  I  send  to  you  two  copies  of  the  Bahama 
Herald,  containing  a  report  of  the  trial  up  to  this  day. 

The  steamer  Minho,  also  mentioned  in  i^revious  dispatches,  is  again 
loaded  for  Charleston,  and  Avill  essay  to  break  the  blockade  a  second 
time,  as  soon  as  the  present  moon  shall  waue. 

The  Hero,  Tubal  Cain,  and  others,  are  also  waiting  for  dark  nights  to 
make  the  same  attempt.  Yellow  fever  is  quite  fatal  among  the  ship- 
ping from  Havana. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITmG. 

Hon.  WILLIA5I  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

^o.  219.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  5, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me 
by  Lord  Eussell,  touching  the  case  of  the  steamer  Oreto  at  Nassau,  with 
the  accompanying  papers.  It  is  a  little  remarkable  that,  with  the 
exception  of  a  single  sentence,  not  an  intimation  is  given  in  them  by 
the  respective  parties  of  a  consciousness  of  the  real  destination  of  that 
vessel.  I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Dudley,  at  Liverpool,  to  know  if  more 
decisive  evidence  might  not  be  obtained  in  other  quarters. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRAIs^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[luclosure  No.  1.] 

Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  London,  August  29,  1863. 
Sir  :  with  reference  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  Oreto,  which  you  are 
probably  aware  has  been  seized  at  Nassau,  and  is  to  be  tried  before  the 
admiralty  court  of  the  Bahamas  for  a  breach  of  the  foreign  enlistment 
act,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  information  copies  of  a  report 
and  its  inclosures  from  the  commissioners  of  customs  with  reference  to 
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a  suggestion  I  had  made  to  the  treasurj-,  that  a  competent  officer  should 
be  sent  to  i^assau  to  give  evidence  as  to  what  occurred  at  Liverpool  in 
the  case  of  that  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dec,  c&c,  (&c. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

JSTo.  439.]  CuSTOM-HousE,  August  25,  1862. 

To  the  Lords  Gommissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  treasury : 

Your  lords  having,  by  Mr.  Hamilton's  letters  of  20th  instant,  trans- 
mitted to  us,  with  reference  to  previous  correspondence  on  the  subject 
of  the  gun-boat  Oreto,  which  was  fitted  out  at  Liverpool  and.  has  since 
been  captured  by  Her  Majesty's  steamer  Greyhound  at  Nassau,  for  an 
alleged  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Foreign  Office,  and  of  its  inclosure,  on  the  subject  of  the  proceeding  to  be 
adopted  in  the  matter,  and  requested  that  he  would  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  sending  to  Nassau  some  gentleman  connected  with  the  depart- 
ment competent  to  afford  the  information  required  in  the  case,  we  beg  to 
transmit,  for  the  information  of  your  lordships,  copies  of  the  report  of  our 
collector  at  Liverpool,  with  whom  we  have  been  in  communication  on  the 
subject,  together  with  copies  of  the  statements  of  Mr.  Morgan,  the  sur- 
veyor, and  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  examining  officer,  who  visited  and  kept  watch 
on  the  Oreto  from  the  time  that  suspicions  were  first  entertained  of  her 
being  fitted  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  until  she  sailed  from 
the  port,  together  with  copj^  of  the  statement  on  oath  of  Mr.  Parry,  the 
pilot,  who  had  charge  of  the  ship  from  the  time  she  left  the  Toxteth 
dock  until  she  left  the  Mersey ;  and  as,  from  these  papers,  the  pilot 
would  appear  to  be  the  most  fitting  person  to  give  evidence  in  the  case, 
we  beg  to  be  favored  with  your  lordship's  further  instructions  as  to  the 
person  who  should  be  directed  to  proceed  to  Nassau. 

F.  GOULBUEN. 

E.  H.  GEEY. 


[Inclosure  No.  3.] 
Eeport  of  the  collector  at  Liverpool,  August  23,  1862. 

Honorable  Sirs  :  It  will  be  seen  from  the  annexed  statement  of  Mr. 
Morgan,  surveyor,  that  he  will  be  able  to  state  the  fact  of  the  vessel 
being  built  by  Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons,  and  of  the  absence  of  all  warlike 
stores  on  board  when  she  left  the  docks,  while  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Lloydj 
the  examining  officer,  fully  supports  the  statement  of  the  pilot,  Mr. 
Parry,  which,  from  its  importance,  I  have  taken  on  oath,  as  it  appears 
to  me  he  would  be  the  most  fitting  person  to  give  evidence  of  the 
absence  of  all  warlike  stores  on  boar^  the  vessel  when  she  left  this 
country.  !'  ' 

I  am  satisfied  that  she  took  no  such  stores  on  board ;  and  indeed  it  is 
stated,  though  T  know  not  on  what  authority,  that  her  armament  was 
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conveyed  in  another  vessel  to  Nassau.  The  board  will,  therefore,  per- 
ceive that  the  evidence  to  be  obtained  from  this  port  will  all  go  to  prove 
that  she  left  Liverpool  altogether  unarmed,  and  that  while  here  she  had 
in  no  way  violated  the  law. 

S.  PEICE  EDWAEDS. 


[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

Statement  of  Mr.  Ed.  Morgan,  surveyor  in  Her  Majestifs  cnstom-house  at 

the  port  of  Liverpool. 

I  am  one  of  the  surveyors  of  customs  at  this  port.  Pursuant  to 
instructions  I  received  from  the  collector  on  the  21st  of  February,  in  the 
present  year,  and  at  subsequent  dates,  I  visited  the  steamer  Oreto  at 
various  times,  when  she  was  being  fitted  out  in  the  dock  close  to  the 
yard  of  Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons,  the  builders  of  the  vessel.  I  continued 
this  inspection  from  time  to  time  until  she  left  the  dock,  and  I  am  cer- 
tain that  when  she  went  into  the  river  she  had  no  warlike  stores  of  any 
kind  whatever  on  board. 

After  she  went  into  the  river  she  was  constantly  watched  by  the  board- 
ing officers,  who  were  directed  to  report  to  me  whenever  any  goods  were 
taken  on  board ;  but  in  reply  to  my  frequent  inquiries  they  stated  noth- 
ng  was  put  in  the  ship  bnt  coal. 

ED.  MOEGAN,  Surveyor. 


[  Inclosure  No.  5.J 

Statement  of  Mr.  Henry  Lloyd,  examining  officer  in  Her  Majesty^s  customs 
at  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

In  consequence  of  instructions  received  from  Mr.  Morgan,^  surveyor, 
I,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  three  surveyors  of  the  river,  kept  watch 
on  the  proceedings  of  the  vessel  Oreto  from  the  time  she  left  the  Toxteth 
dock,  on  the  ith  March  last,  till  the  day  she  sailed,  the  22d  of  the  same 
month.  On  one  occasion  Iwas  alongside  of  her,  and  spoke  to  Parry, 
the  pilot,  and  the  chief  mate.  Neither  I  nor  any  of  the  other  river  sur- 
veyors saw  at  any  time  any  arms  or  warlike  munition  of  any  kind 
taken  on  board,  and  we  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  none  such  was  taken 
on  board  during  her  stay  in  the  river. 

H.  LLOYD,  Examining  Officer. 


[Inclosure  No.  6.] 

Statement,  on  oath,  of  Mr.  Wm.  Parry,  master-pilot  in  ITo.  10  boat  in  the 
port  of  Liverpool,  taken  by  the  collector  of  customs. 

I  was  the  pilot  in  charge  of  the  ship  Oreto  when  she  left  the  Toxteth 
dock  on  the  4th  of  March,  1862.    I  continued  on  board  to  the  day  of 
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her  sailing,  which  was  the  22d.  of  the  same  month,  and  never  left  her  save 
on  Sunday,  when  all  work  was  suspended.  I  saw  the  ship  before  the_ 
coal  and  provisions  were  taken  into  her.  There  were  no  munitions  of 
war  in  her ;  that  is  to  say,  she  had  no  guns,  carriages,  shot,  shell,  or 
powder.  Had  there  been  any  on  board  I  must  have  seen  it.  I. piloted 
the  ship  out  of  the  Mersey  to  Point  Lynas,  off  Anglesea,  where  I  left 
her,  and  she  proceeded  down  channel,  since  when  she  has  not  returned. 
From  the  time  the  vessel  left  the  river  until  I  left  her,  she  had  no  com- 
munication with  the  shore  or  with  any  other  vessel,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  anything  like  a  cargo  on  board.  I  frequently  saw  Mr.  Lloyd, 
the  tide  surveyor,  alongside  the  ship  while  in  the  river. 

Wi\r.  PAEEY. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  this  23d  day,  1862. 

S.  PEICE  EDWAEDS,  Collector. 


Mr.  Meyliger  to  Mr.  Eandolph. 

[Extract — see  aute,  p.  91.] 

Nassau,  New  Proyidence,  July  26, 1862. 
SiE  :  The  testimony  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto  has  been  concluded,  and 
I  am  unable  to  discover  a  particle  of  evidence  that  can  condemn  her. 
The  argument  of  counsel  will  take  place  on  the  30th,  so  that  by  the  1st 
proximo  we  shall  have  the  decision.    It  will  be  favorable.* 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  HEYLIGEE. 
Hon.  Gr.  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond. 


Commander  Gansevoort  to  Mr.  Welles. 
[Extract.  ] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  of  War  Adirondack, 

Jffarbor  of  Nassau,  July  28, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  this  port. 
We  left  New  York  on  the-17th  and,  after  an  eight  day's  passage,  arrived 
here  on  the  25th. 

As  to  the  condition  of  affairs  here  in  reference  to  our  present  struggle, 
I  have  to  report  that  nearly  the  whole  population  is  in  open  and  notori- 
ous sympathy  with  the  rebels.  Steamers  in  large  numbers  have  arrived 
here  from  England  loaded  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  which 
are  transshipped  in  some  cases  into  vessels  bound  to  southern  ports. 
In  others  the  goods  are  landed ;  in  others  they  remain  in  the  vessels  in 
which  they  came  from  England.  All  the  warehouses  in  town,  and  many 
private  houses  even,  are  stored  with  these  goods.    In  the  face  of  open 

*  To  learn  further  what  was  going  on  at  Nassua  in  the  inatter  of  the  Oreto,  see  post, 
under  head  "Alabama,"  extract j  from  Semmes's  Service  Afloat. 
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day,  in  the  presence  of  the  authorities  of  every  degree,  and  necessarily 
by  their  knowledge  and  consent,  guns  and  munitions  of  war  marked 
C  S.  A.,  and  known  by  everybody  to  be  the  property  of  the  rebel 
authorities,  are  hauled  through  the  streets,  and  put  on  board  steamers 
notoriously  bound  to  run  the  blockade.  No  concealment  of  these 
intentions  is  made  or  attempted.  Everybody,  public  or  private,  is 
well  acquainted  with  them.  All  the  harbor  regulations  have  been 
nullified  for  the  benefit  of  the  rebels ;  while  for  any  of  our  vessels 
who  come  here  they  are  strictly  enforced.  "  ISTeutrality,"  is  the  word 
for  i(s ;  "  I  have  no  authority,"  the  reply  to  every  application  or  re- 
monstrance on  the  part  of  our  consul  against  these  things.  As  to 
the  Oreto,  she  is  at  present  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew  from  the  Grey- 
hound. I  have  been  unable  as  yet  to  learn  the  time  when  she  was 
seized ;  but  have  been  informed  that  she  had  several  times  been  seized 
by  the  naval  war  authorities,  and  released,  before  her  i)resent  final 
seizure.  Proceedings  are  now  pending  in  the  admiralty  court  for  her 
condemnation  for  a  violation  of  the  "  foreign  enlistment  act."  What 
the  result  of  these  proceedings  will  be  is  a  matter  concerning  which 
opinions  are  divided.  Semmes  and  his  officers  were,  before  her  seizure, 
openly  and  notoriously  engaged  in  fitting  her  out  as  a  confederate 
cruiser ;  and  almost  every  vessel  arriving  from  Charleston  brought  out 
men  to  form  her  crew.  When  she  was  seized  these  were  turned  loose 
in  the  streets,  where  they  remained  ready  for  an  opportunity  to  go  again 
on  board.  The  vessel  herself  looks  trim  and  man-of-war  like ;  she  has 
sixteen  ports  in  which  guns  could  be  mounted ;  these  ports  are  small, 
though,  and  no  heavy  guns  could  be  used  in  them.  She  is  fitted,  I  am 
informed,  in  all  respects  as  a  vessel  of  war,  and  the  purpose  for  which 
she  is  Intended  is  known  to  every  one,  high  and  low. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GUEET  GANSEYOOET, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Commander. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  58.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  July  29,  1862. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  case  of  the  privateer 
Oreto  still  lingers  in  the  admiralty  court,  undecided,  which,  considering 
the  evidence  against  her,  seems  singular.    Judge  Lees,  I  understand, 
will  give  his  decision  on  Wednesday,  August  6,  1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Commander  Gansevoort  to  Mr.  Welles. 

[Extract.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  op  War  Adirondack, 

Hampton  Boads,  August  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  of  the  arrival  of  thiis  ship  at 
this  place,  and  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  doings  since  she 
sailed  from  New  York  on  the  17th  ultimo. 

Concerning  the  condition  of  things  at  Nassau,  I  have  to  report  that 
nearly  all  the  feeling  of  the  place,  with  regard  to  our  present  national 
troubles,  is  in  sympathy  with  the  rebels,  ii^s  we  passed  through  the  har- 
bor, "  Dixie"  was  played  for  our  benefit ;  when  we  walked  the  streets,  we 
heard  the  term  "  Yankee"  uttered  with  true  southern  tone,  and,  occa- 
sionally, a  more  impudent  blackguard  would,  as  he  x^assed,  hurrah  in  our 
ears  for  "Jeff  Davis."  The  warehouses  of  the  town,  and  very  many 
private  houses,  are  stored  to  the  full  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war, 
notoriously  intended  for  the  South.  Vessels  arrive  constantly  from 
England  loaded  with  these  stores.  In  some  cases  they  are  transshipped 
into  vessels  engaged  in  running  the  blockade ;  in  others,  they  remain  in 
the  vessels  that  brought  them.  The  practice  of  the  blockade  breakers 
is  to  paint  these  vessels  of  a  bluish  white  color,  which  is  about  the  color 
of  the  sky  at  early  dawn.  When  a  vessel  leaves  to  run  the  blockade, 
everybody,  in  or  out  of  authority,  knows  it.  The  officials  all  connive  at 
the  practice.  In  the  day  time,  at  all  hours,  without  pretense  of  conceal- 
ment, boxes  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  cannon  and  ammunition, 
marked  in  large  capitals,  "  C.  S.  A.,"  are  dragged  through  the  streets 
to  be  shipped  on  board  vessels  known  by  everybody  to  be  going  to 
Charleston  and  other  southern  ports. 

As  to  the  names  and  description  of  the  vessels  that  have  been  engaged 
during  the  past  year  in  this  business,  I  respectfully  refer  the  Depart- 
ment to  the  letters  of  our  consul,  Mr.  Whiting,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  nearly  all  of  which,  he  informs  me,  have  been  by  the  State  De- 
partment referred  to  you.  And  while  upon  this  subject,  I  desire  to  say 
of  Mr.  Whiting  that  I  believe  him  to  be  a  worthy  representative  of  the 
country.  He  was  exceedingly  courteous  and  obliging  to  us,  and,  I 
think,  he  has,  at  all  times,  faithfully  performed  his  duties  there,  though 
the  position  is  an  exceedingly  trying  one.  He  showed  me  the  most  of 
his  dispatches,  as  to  confederate  British  doings  in  Nassau,  during  the 
past  year,  and,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  verify  them,  they  were  perfectly 
correct.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  present  a  true  account 
of  affairs  there.  I  found  in  Nassau  quite  a  number  of  English  steamers 
laden  with  arms  and  engaged  in  running  the  blockade.  A  descriptive 
list  of  them  is  inclosed. 

Concerning  the  Oreto,  I  have  to  report  that  the  purpose  for  which  she 
was  intended  is  notorious  to  every  one.  She  is  a  neat,  trim  craft,  draws 
about  thirteen  feet  of  water,  has  three  masts,  which  rake  considerably, 
,with  lower  top-sail,  and  top-gallant  yards  upon  fore  and  main,  one  smoke- 
stack, which  also  rakes  considerably.  She  has  sixteen  ports,  in  which 
guns  can  be  carried,  but  the  ports  are  not  large  enough  for  heavy  guns. 
She  might  carry  a  pivot  forward  and  one  aft.  I  found  her  in  charge  of 
a  prize  crew  from  the  Greyhound,  and  proceedings  have  been  instituted 
in  the  admiralty  court  of  the  Bahamas  for  her  condemnation  for  a 
violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  of  Great  Britain,  referred  to  in 
Her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  May  13,  1861.  The  case  was  to  have 
been  heard  on  the  day  I  left.     What  the  decision  will  be  is  a  subject 
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«pon  which  opinions  are  divided.  Mr.  Whiting  thinlcs  she  will  be  con- 
demned. I  requested  Commissioner  Hickley's  permission  to  go'  on  board 
the  Oreto,  but  was  refused,  and  I  can  only  give  the  impression  I  got  of 
her  from  pulling  around  her  in  my  gig. 

Semmes  and  his  officers  were,  up  to  the  time  of  her  seizure,  actively 
engaged  in  fitting  her  for  warlike  purposes,  but  since  that  date  Semmes 
had  sailed  for  England  in  a  steamer  called  the  Bahama,  while  his  offi- 
cers (with  the  exception  of  one  who  goes  by  the  name  of  "  Steerling," 
whom  I  take,  from  the  description  I  have  had  of  him,  to  be  J.  M.  Strib- 
ling,  formerly  lieutenant  in  our  Navy)  have,  I  am  informed,  gone  to 
Oharleston.  After  the  arrival  of  Semmes,  every  steamer  that  came  out 
from  Charleston  brought  men  to  form  a  crew  for  the  Oreto,  who  went 
on  board  of  her  as  soon  as  they  arrived.  At  the  time  of  her  seizure, 
they  were  turned  adrift  on  the  island. 

1  have  endeavored  to  give  the  Department  a  full  statement  of  the 
condition  of  things  at  l^Tassau,  as  they  appear  to  me. 

Trusting  that  my  course  may  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Department,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gtjekt  Gansetooet, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  2ffavy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

"No.  61.]  United  States  Consulate, 

^N^assau,  JSF.  P.,  August  1, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  some  proceedings  and  remarks 
made  by  George  Anderson,  the  attorney  general  of  the  Bahamas,  dur- 
ing a  recent  public  trial  here,  which  I  think  should  be  represented  to 
the  imperial  government. 

An  American  by  the  name  of  Jackson,  an  insurance  agent,  who  has 
been  stationed  here  for  several  years  past,  had  an  altercation  with  A. 
J.  Adderly,  relative  to  the  display  of  Union  and  secession  flags  in 
Nassau ;  when  Jackson  remarked  that  "  he  (Adderly)  had  already  dis- 
graced himself  enough  in  the  eyes  of  all  honest  men,"  &c.  A  suit  for 
libel  was  at  once  instituted  by  Adderly  against  Jackson,  the  attorney 
general  being  engaged  for  the  prosecution.  On  opening  the  case,  the 
attorney  general,  in  order  to  work  upon  the  prejudices  of  the  colored 
jury,  said,  in  th«  following  words,  that  any  sympathy  which  a  northern 
man  entertained  for  his  section  was  pardonable  enough,  but  that  any 
boast  about  "Union"  and  "  star-spangled  banners,"  was  foolish  in  the 
extreme  ;  for  the  "  first  was  a  myth,  a  Yankee  fiction  of  the  past,  now 
fully  exploded,  while  the  glory  of  the  last  had  quite  departed."  He  said 
sarcastically,  "  that  it  was  true  that  the  Union  Army  had  gained  many 
great  victories,  as  witness  'Bull  Eun,'  'Ball's  Bluff,'  and  'Manas- 
ses,' "  &c.,  &c. 

The  above  quotations  are  in  the  veiy  words  of  the'  learned  attorney 
general  of  the  Bahamas,  as  can  be  fully  proved. 
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The  jury  rendered  a  verdict  of  very  small  damages,  $25,  as  a  salve  to 

the  wounded  honor  of  the  great  confederate  agency  of  Adderly  &  Co. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Ifo.  62.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  F.,  August  2, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  case  of  the  Oreto  was 
this  morning  finally  disposed  of  in  the  vice-admiralty  court,  by  that 
vessel's  release  from  seizure  and  attachment.  Much  surprise  was  mani- 
'  fested  by  all  present  at  this  termination  of  the  suit,  for  most  of  the 
evidence  was  conclusive  against  the  lawful  character  of  the  ship,  and 
the  honest  intentions  of  her  agents,  H.  Adderly  &  Co.,  and  her  com- 
mander. 

For  myself,  I  must  say,  that  I  learned  of  the  judge's  decision  with 
no  astonishment,  for  I  am  more  and  more  satisfied,  as  I  have  often  as- 
sured you,  that  every  facility  will  be  afforded  to  those  who  seek  the 
overthrow  of  our  Government  by  the  Bahamians. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seryant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Certified  copy  of  testimony  talcen  in  the  case  of  the  seizure  of  the  Oreto  at 

Nassau,  July,  1862. 

Bahama  Islands. 

By  his  excellency  Sir  James  Walker,  K.  C.  M.,  G.  C.  B.,  gov- 
[SEAL.]    ernor  and  commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  said  islands,, 
chancellor,  vice-admiral,  and  ordinary  of  the  same. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

Be  it  known  that  Joshua  A.  Brook,  by  whom  the  annexed  certificate 
is  subscribed,  was  on  the  day  of  the  date  thereof,  and  now  is,  registrar 
of  the  vice-admiralty  court  for  the  said  Bahama  Islands ;  therefore  all 
due  faith  and  credit  are,  and  ought  to  be,  had  and  given  to  the  said  an- 
nexed certificate. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  islands  to  be 
hereunto  affixed  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  this  28th  day  of  May,  A. 
D.  1869,  and  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  Her  Majestv's  reign. 

JAMES  WALKEE. 

By  His  Excellency's  command : 

George  Strahan,  Colonial  Secretary. 
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IN  THE  VICE-ADMIRALTY  COURT  OP  THE  BAHAMAS. 

I,  Joshua  Anderson  Brook,  of  the  island  of  New  Provridence,  esquire, 
registrar  of  the  vice-admiralty  court  of  the  Bahamas,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  annexed  form  a  portion  of  the  proceedings  and  examination  of 
-witnesses  taken  before  the  Honorable  the  Worshipful  John  Campbell 
Lees,  judge  and  commissary  of  the  said  vice-admiralty  court,  in  the 
month  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty- two,  in  a  cause  of  seizure  against  the" British  steamship  Oreto  for 
an  alleged  breach  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

Given  at  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  our  aforesaid  court,  under  the  seal 
thereof,  the  18th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  18C9,  and  of  our  reign  the  thirty- 
second. 

[SEAL.]  J.  A.  BEOOK,  Registrar. 


Testimony  of  Captain  Hicldey. 

m  the  tice-admiraltt  court  op  the  bahamas. 

Our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen    ] 

vs.  !  ,,  . 

The  British  Steamship  Oreto,  her  r^^i^'-^^'^- 
tackle,  &c.  3 

Henry  Dennis  Hickley,  esquire,  commander  royal  navy,  being  duly 
sworn,  states : 

I  know  a  vessel  called  the  Oreto  ;  that  vessel  has  been  seized  by  me 
for  a  supposed  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  On  my  taking 
charge  of  this  station  as  senior  naval  officer  I  found  lying  in  the  harbor  a 
vessel  called  the  Oreto,  under  British  colors,  and  being  led  to  suppose  by 
my  predecessor.  Captain  McKillop,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Bulldog,  as  also 
to  previous  correspondence  on  the  Oreto's  account  which  had  i^assed 
between  Captain  McKillop  and  his  excellency  the  governor,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  go  on  board  of  that  vessel  on  or  about  the  10th  daj^  of 
June  last  to  ascertain  what  she  was  doing,  how  fitted  or  equipped,  and 
whether  the  previous  character  given  to  me  of  the  vessel  would  make 
it  imperative  ou  me  to  take  active  measures  on  her  account.  At  noon 
of  the  10th  day  of  June  I  went  on  board  of  the  Oreto  with  some  officers 
and  men,  for  the  purpose  of  thoroughly  examining  her,  and  I  found  her 
discharging  what  1  supposed  to  be  shell,  at  the  time  of  going  on  board. 
I  should  have  followed  out  my  intention  of  thoroughly  searching  the 
vessel,  but  as  she  was  clearing  at  the  time,  and  the  consignee  assuring 
me  that  she  had  cleared  in  ballast  for  the  Havana,  and  as  I  actually 
thought  this  was  the  case,  this  testimony  being  strengthened  by  that 
of  the  revenue  officer,  I  thought  further  interference  on  my  part  unne- 
cessary, and  so  I  quitted  the  ship.  The  cases  that  I  saw  going  over  the 
side  were  to  all  appearance  those  containing  shell.  I  stopped  the  dis- 
charge of  shell  on  this  occasion  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  they 
were,  and  expressing  a  desire  to  see  a  shell,  the  captain  said  that  he  ob- 
jected to  it,  but  some  gentleman  near,_  prompting  him  with  the  word 
"  cargo,"  and  the  consignee  telling  me  just  about  the  same  time, "  I  suppose 
you  are  aware  that  the  vessel  has  cleared  in  ballast  for  the  Havana  V  I 
answered,  "  O,  is  this  the  case '?  I  was  not  aware  of  that ;  then  I  have 
nothing  further  to  see,"  and  I  stopped  a  man  who  was  unscrewing  the  top 
of  a  shell-box,  and  Avould  not  continue  with  the  precise  search  I  intended, 
but  quitted  the  ship  with  the  understanding  that  I  was  to  again  visit  her 


264  INSURGENT   CRUISEES. 

previous  to  her  leaving.  Some  days  elapsed,  and  being  convinced  in 
my  own  mind  tliat  tlie  vessel  was  not  acting  in  good  faith,  I  determined, 
before  her  leaving,  to  make  a  thorough  overhaul.  Accordingly,  on  the 
13th  day  of  June,  I  proceeded  on  board,  with  the  officers  and  men 
chosen  on  its  being  reported  to  me  that  the  vessel  had  cleared  in  ballast 
by  the  consignee,  and  on  my  first  going  over  her  side  the  captain  in- 
formed me  that  the  crew  had  refused  to  get  the  anchor  up  unless  they 
got  a  guarantee  from  myself  or  the  governor  as  to  where  she  was  going ; 
and  on  the  captain  calling  the  crew  aft  and  requesting  them  to  state 
their  grievance  to'  me,  the  men  did  so  in  what  I  considered  an  orderly 
and  a  proper  manner,  and  in  no  mutinous  spirit  whatever,  as  far  as  I  am 
capable  of  judging.  I  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  vessel,  and  found 
her  in  every  respect  fitted  as  a  war  vessel,  precisely  the  same  as  vessels  of 
a  similar  class  in  Her  Majesty's  navy ;  she  has  a  magazine  and  light-rooms 
forward,  handing-rooms  and  handing-scuttles  for  powder,  as  in  war  ves- 
sels, shell-rooms  aft,  fitted  as  in  men-of-war;  a  regular  lower  deck,  with 
hammock-hooks,  mess  shelves,  &c.,  &c.,  as  in  our  own  war  vessels,  her 
cabin  accommodations  and  fittings  generally  being  those  as  fitted  in 
vessels  of  her  own  class  in  the  navy.  After  making  tliis  thorough  in- 
vestigation, I  quitted  the  vessel  to  make  my  report  to  his  excellency  the 
governor  and  the  law  ofiScer  of  the  Crown.  On  Sunday  the  15th  the 
boatswain  and  a  portion  of  the  crew  having  made  reports  to  me  that 
I  thought  made  it  incumbent  on  me,  as  a  public  officer,  to  act  promptly 
on,  I  forthwith  seized  the  Oreto,  concluding  his  excellency  was  in  church 
at  the  time,  and  made  him  acquainted  with  it  as  soon  after  church  as 
possible.  I  received  a  protest  that  afternoon  and  a  letter  the  following 
day,  against,  and  calling  for  an  explanation  of  my  proceedings,  on  be- 
half of  the  captain,  on  the  seizure  of  Sunday ;  correspondence  took 
place  between  myself,  his  excellency,  and  the  law  officer  of  the  Crown, 
which  ended  in  my  releasing  the  Oreto  on  Tuesday,  the  17th,  and 
on  the  vessel  being  released  on  this  occasion,  on  further  conversation 
and  correspondence  with  the  governor,  it  was  deemed  necessary 
finally  to  detain  the  vessel  for  adjudication  in  the  vice-admiralty  court. 
The  report  of  my  officers  and  myself  on  the  first  thorough  investigation 
of  the  Oreto  was  sent  into  his  excellency  the  governor,  but  I  did  not 
clear  her  holds  or  examine  them  until  after  her  final  seizure.  On  clear- 
ing the  Oreto's  holds,  the  officers  who  did  that  duty  can  give  testimony 
to  what  they  saw.  I  found  no  guns  on  board  of  her.  She  is  a  vessel 
capable  of  carrying  guns;  she  could  carry  four  broadside  guns  forward, 
four  broadside  guns  aft,  and  two  pivot  guns  amidships.  Her  ports  are 
fitted  to  ship  and  unship.  Port  bars  cut  through  on  the  upper  part  to 
unship  also.  The  construction  of  her  ports,  I  consider,  are  peculiar  to 
vessels  of  war.  I  saw  shot-boxes  all  around  her  upper  deck  calculated 
to  receive  Armstrong  shot  or  shot  similar.  She  had  breeching  bolts  and 
shackles  and  side  tackle  bolts.  Magazine,  shell-rooms,  and  light-rooms 
are  entirely  at  variance  with  the  fittings  of  a  merchant  ship.  She  had 
no  accommodation  whatever  for  the  stowage  of  cargo ;  only  stowages 
for  provisions  and  stores.  She  was  in  all  respects  fitted  as  a  vessel  of 
war  of  her  class  in  Her  Majesty's  navy.  I  went  on  board  at  noon  of  the 
10th.  A  partial  examination  took  place.  So  far  as  what  I  saw  on  the 
upper  deck,  I  am  not  quite  certain  that  I  sent  an  officer  and  men  to 
examine  below  deck  on  that  occasion,  because  my  intention  was  to 
make  a  thorough  investigation,  going  round  all  decks  myself.  Officers 
who  were  on  deck  awaiting  my  orders  might  have  gone  forward,  but 
I  was  chiefly  occupied  during  the  time  that  I  was  on  board  with  the 
working  of  the  shell,  the  conversation  with  the   consignee   and   the 
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custom-house  officer,  Captain  Duguid,  Mr.  Lafltte,  and  some  others. 
It  is  possible  I  may  have  given  an  order  for  officers  to  go  below  to 
examine  her.  If  I  did  so  I  do  not  remember  it.  Under  those  circum- 
stances I  cannot  swear  that  I  did  not.  When  I  went  on  board  I  did 
not  recognize  an  officer  of  the  customs.  A  boat  came  alongside  with  a 
gentleman  I  presumed  to  be  a  custom-house  officer  in  the  same  boat 
with  Mr.  Harris,  the  consignee,  but  I  have  uo  personal  knowledge  of 
the  revenue  officers  in  this  place.  I  could  not  help  noting  her  shot- 
boxes  and  her  general  man-of-war  appearance.  I  did  not  go  below  on 
this  occasion.  The  words  the  captain  used  when  I  wished  to  examine 
the  shell  were,  "I  object  to  that!"  On  whicli  I  answered,  "I  can 
hear  of  no  objections.  Get  a  screw-driver  and  open  the  box."  But  the 
box  was  not  opened  in  my  presence.  No  jtaper,  to  my  recollection, 
was  shown  me.  I  recollect  Mr.  Harris  coming  up  to  me  and  speak- 
ing— he  might  have  had  a  paper  in  his  hand — and  on  Mr.  Harris  guar- 
anteeing to  me  that  the  vessel  was  cleared  in  ballast  for  the  Havana  I 
proceeded  at  once  with  him  to  government  house  that  he  might  make 
the  same  report  to  the  governor,  that  there  might  be  uo  mistake.  The 
words  I  used  to  Mr.  Harris  were,  as  far  as  I  can  remember,  "Indeed, 
I  was  not  aware  of  that.  If  this  is  the  case  I  have  nothing  further  to 
see."  And  myself  and  officers  quitted  the  vessel.  I  have  a  copy  of 
the  report  in  writing  which  I  sent  to  the  governor.  The  opinion  of 
the  governor  and  the  law  officer  of  the  Crown  were  to  the  effect  that 
the  vessel  was  not  liable  to  seizure.  This  was  after  my  report  of  the 
LSth,  after  I  had  made  my  first  thorough  examination,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  clearing  the  holds.  The  reason  I  considered  she  was  acting 
in  bad  faith  was  because  she  did  not  sail  on  the  11th,  as  I  supposed 
she  would.  The  12th  passed  and  she  did  not  sail ;  and  on  the  13th, 
when  I  go  on  board  of  her,  the  first  thing  I  am  made  acquainted  with 
is  the  crew  refusing  to  get  the  anchor  up  because  they  do  not  know 
where  the  ship  was  going,  although  she  cleared  in  ballast  for  the  Ha- 
vana; and  the  crew  could  not  get  anybody  to  satisfy  them  on  the 
point  as  to  where  the  ship  was  going.  I  did  not  know  before  going 
on  board  that  the  crew  had  refused  to  get  up  the  anchor.  The  fact  of 
the  crew  refusing  to  take  the  anchor  up  increased  my  suspicions 
that  she  was  not  going  to  Havana.  As  commander  of  a  British  man- 
of-war,  and  therefore  not  accustomed  to  see  orders  given  to  a  body  of 
men,  which  in  the  carrying  out  may  involve  ruin  and  destruction 
to  themselves,  and  as  I  considered  the  Oreto"s  crew  were  justified  in 
claiming  protection,  where  they  had  been  once  deceived,  I  could  see 
no  mutinous  spirit  evinced  at  all,  only  a  desire  to  claim  what  was  right. 
In  any  ship,  man-of-war  or  merchant  vessel,  where  a  crew  refuse  to  obey 
a  lawful  order,  it  is  certainly  mutiny.  I  consider  men  are  justified  in 
quietly  refusing  to  weigh  a  ship's  anchor  if  they  think  that  vessel's 
voyage  is  to  be  their  ruin,  until  they  can  be  satisfied  by  proper  author- 
ity as  to  where  they  are  going  to  be  taken  to.  Such  an  authority  would 
be  the  police  authorities,  or  the  proper  courts  on  shore,  or  reference 
being  made  to  any  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  present,  that  steps  may  be 
immediately  taken  in  such  a  grave  case.  I  certainly  do  not  understand 
that  vessels  are  built  as  vessels  of  war  for  merchant  purposes,  unless 
with  the  permission  of  our  government.  I  have  visited  very  few  mer- 
chant ships,  comparatively,  to  investigate  them;  I  have  never  examined 
either  Cunard's,  Wyram's,  or  Green's  ships,  and  should  say,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  that  merchant  ships  are  not  fitted  for  war  purposes,  let  them 
belong  to  whom  they  may.  But  I  understand  that  in  some  cases  the 
packet  steamers,  if  called  for  by  the  government,  may  be  turned  into 
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vessels  of  war.  I  do  not  know  if  the  license  of  the  government  Las- 
been  obtained  to  fit  the  Oreto  as  she  now  is,  but  I  should  say  certainly 
not.  It  is  impossible  for  a  vessel  to  fight  without  guns,  arms,  or  ammu- 
nition on  board ;  but  the  Oreto,  as  she  now  stands,  could,  in  my  profes- 
sional opinion,  that  is  to  say,  with  her  crew,  guns,  arms,  and  ammunition, 
going  out  with  another  vessel  alongside  of  her,  can  be  equipped  in 
twenty-four  hours  for  battle ;  she  would  have  to  place  on  board  of  her,, 
before  she  could  cruise  or  commit  hostilities,  guns,  arms,  ammunition,  &c. 
I  consider  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  that  those  shell  that  I  saw  on 
board  had  been  taken  on  board  as  a  part  of  her  own  ammunition.  I  sus- 
pect the  vessel's  purpose  was  to  have  armed  outside,  if  she  failed  in 
doing  all  she  wished  in  the  harbor,  and  I  could  hot  help  remarking 
a  large  steamer  following  the  Oreto  down  from  (Jochrane's  Anchor- 
age to  this  harbor.  I  could  not  overlook  this  vessel  going  along- 
side the  T.  L.  Wragg,  Nashville.  I  could  not  overlook  her  yards  being 
secured  for  hoisting  heavy  weights  out.  I  could  not  overlook  Captain 
Semmes  and  two  of  his  lieutenants  being  here ;  and  with  the  Oreto 
fitted  as  she  was,  I  could  not  but  take  steps  in  the  matter  to  prevent  so 
gross  a  violation  of  neutrality  in  Nassau  Harbor  as  to  allow  her  to  pro- 
ceed to  sea  without  taking  steps  to  prevent  her,  as  I  should  have  com- 
promised my  convictions  as  a  public  officer  most  entirely.  I  know  of 
no  other  attempt,  with  the  exception,  as  I  have  heard  from  the  various 
witnesses,  of  her  having  fitted  gun-tackles  at  Oochrane's  Anchorage. 
I  know  that  it  is  the  habit  of  ship-builders,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
government,  to  build  vessels  for  foreign  governments  to  be  used  as  ves- 
sels of  war,  sanction  for  building  such  vessels,  in  my  opinion,  being 
absolutely  necessary.  I  cannot  swear  that  sanction  has  not  been  given 
for  the  building  of  the  Oreto,  but  I  should  certainly  say  not.  The  state- 
ments made  to  me  on  Sunday  on  board  the  Greyhound  were  made  chiefly 
by  a  man  named  Jones,  who  alleged  himself  to  be  an  of&cer  of  the  Oreto. 
I  heard  that  he  had  been  in  prison,  and  I  said  to  him,  "Are  you  the 
only  ofiScer  who  has  come  to  give  testimony  ?  As  you  have  been  in 
prison,  I  would  have  sooner  have  had  any  other  officer's  testimony;  but 
since  you  make  this  public  statement  to  me  with  a  portion  of  the  crew 
of  the  Oreto,  as  a  public  officer,  I  must  take  notice  of  it."  He  did  not 
tell  me  he  had  been  sent  by  the  American  consul,  or  any  one  else ;  but 
that  he  had  come  on  his  own  and  a  part  of  the  crew's  account.  Jones 
has  not  told  me  that  if  a  search  was  made  priming-wires  and  vent-bits 
would  be  found;  but  if  he  had,  I  would  have  seized  them  immediately. 
On  this  public  report  I  seized  the  vessel  again.  An  officer  being  in 
charge  of  a  prize,  that  prize  having  been  already  searched,  with  sus- 
picions cast  on  the  vessel  that  cannot  be  cleared,  has  an  undoubted 
right,  I  think,  if  after  circumstances  had  required  it,  to  act  as  a  searcher 
for  anything  that  he  hears  of  suspicious  as  being  overlooked  on  the  first 
investigation.  Mr.  Cardale,  second  lieutenant  of  the  Greyhound,  Avas 
put  in  charge  of  the  Oreto.  1  did  not  go  on  board  of  her  that  day.  I 
received  a  protest  that  day  and  a  letter  the  follo\^'iug  day. 

(Protest  produced,  A,  see  ante,  page  246.) 

(Letters  produced,  B,  see  ante,  page  247.) 

I  answered  Captain  Duguid's  letter  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  but  it 
was  not  sent  until  Tuesday  morning. 

(Letter  produced,  C,  see  ante,  page  248.) 

Shortly  after  this  the  Oreto  was  released.  I  was  instructed  to  release 
her  from  arrest,  and  I  did  so.  1  received  my  instructions  in  the  usual 
course  from  the  head  of  the  government  at  jSTassau,  that  is,  the  gov- 
ernor ;  but  it  was  left  to  my  option  whether  I  still  held  her  for  the 
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purpose  of  taking  her,  on  my  own  responsibility,  to  tlie  commander-in- 
cliief,  or  the  commodore.  I  did  not  like  to  take  that  responsibility  on 
myself.  I  arrested  her  again  within  a  few  hours,  with  the  sanction  of 
his  excellency  the  governor,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  her  in  court,  to 
prevent  a  vessel  leaving  the  harbor  to  be  fitted  as  a  man-of-war  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  vessel  has  been  seized  because  she  is  fitted  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  take  from  her  all  character  of  a  merchant  ship,  or  free- 
trader, and  that  I  considered  it  my  duty  not  on  any  account  to  allow  a 
vessel  so  fitted  to  proceed  to  sea  without  her  going  through  the  vice- 
admiralty  court  at  Nassau,  to  prove  her  right  so  to  do,  as  I  considered 
her  character  and  the  suspicions  cast  upon  her  too  grave  a  responsibility 
on  me  to  allow  her  to  go  to  sea  without  being  tried,  and  this,  after  I 
had  received  the  opinion  of  his  excellency  the  governor  and  the  law 
ofiScer  of  the  Crown,  on  two  occasions,  that  they  did  not  think  there  was- 
enough  evidence  against  the  vessel  to  detain  her.  My  conduct  is  ratified 
by  the  governor,  and  throughout  I  have  acted  in  cooperation  with  the 
governor  for  the  protection  of  this  harbor  and  neutrality. 
(Copy  of  letter  D,  see  ante,  page  245.) 

(Letter-book  of  Captain  Hickley  produced,  see  E,  page  246.) 
I  knew  that  the  Oreto  had  permission  to  take  in  cargo,  by  an  order 
in  council,  which  will  be  produced.  Captain  McKillop  on  this  report, 
as  far  as  I  can  remember,  said  that  she  had  no  stowage  for  cargo,  and 
that  if  she  took  in  guns  or  ammunition  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  seize 
her,  arms  and  ammunition  being  contraband  of  war.  I  should  act  in 
accordance  with  the  policy  of  my  government,  and  whatever  instruc- 
tions I  might  possess.  The  Oreto  is  now  in  my  custody;  there  is  no 
ofiScer  of  this  court  on  board  of  her.  I  do  not  think  she  is  deteriorating; 
she  is  taken  great  care  of;  I  do  not  know  if  her  decks  leak  ;  she  has 
more  awnings  up  than  when  she  came  into  the  harbor,  as  far  as  I  know. 
Mr.  Jones  has  left  this  i^lace  under  circumstances  over  which  I  have  no 
control.  A  day  before  he  sailed  he  came  to  me  with  a  bill  from  Mrs. 
Wall,  a  lodging-house  keeper,  of  thi'ee  pounds  ten  shillings,  I  think,  and 
having  paid  two,  he  wanted  me  to  pay  the  one  pound  ten  shillings.  I 
told  him  in  words  to  the  effect  "that  if  his  life  or  mine  depended  upon 
it  I  would  not  give  him  a  farthing;"  and  I  understand  he  vacated  the 
same  evening.  I  relied  upon  his  testimony  to  a  great  extent.  I  never 
heard  from  Jones  that  he  was  offered  a  commission  in  the  American 
Navy  and  a  sum  of  money  if  he  could  succeed  in  obtaining  the  condem- 
nation of' the  Oreto.  I  do  not  know  if  the  shell  on  the  Oreto  were  live 
shell. 

Eeexamination: 

I  produce  the  order  in  council  referred  to  by  me :  ' 

(Official  letter,  F,  see  ante,  page  240,  inclosing  order  in  council,  G. 
produced,  see  ante,  page  240.) 

(Letter  from  the  governor,  H,  sanctioning  seizure,  produced,  see  ante, 
page  248.) 

(Answer  of  Captain  Hickley,  I,  produced,  see  ante,  page  250.) 

These  are  the  letters  referred  to  in  my  cross-examination. 

I  saw  a  boat  come  on  board  the  Oreto,  after  I  was  on  board,  with  a 
gentleman  whom  I  took  for  a  custom-house  offtcer.  He  spoke  to  me 
concurrently  with  Mr.  Harris.  He  was  the  only  person  I  conversed  with 
as  a  custom-house  oflcer.  Neither  Captain  Duguid  nor  any  other  person 
has,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  told  me  that  the  license  of  the  Crown 
had  been  obtained  to  fit  out  the  Oreto.    The  person  I  allude  to  as  Cap- 
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tain  Semmes,  in  my  cross-examination,  is  a  gallant  officer  in  the  service 
of  the  Confederate  States,  to  the  best  of  my  belief. 

H.  D.  HICKLBY, 
Commander  of  Her  Majesty^s  Ship  Greyhound. 


Testimony  of  Lieutenant  Gaddale. 
in  the  vice  admiealty  couet  op  the  bahamas. 
Our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen  ) 


vs. 


I 


The  British  Steamship  Oeeto,    f"  Seizure, 
her  tackle,  &c.  ] 

Charles  Searle  Caddale,  being  duly  sworn,  states: 

I  am  a  lieutenant  in  Her  Majesty's  royal  navy,  and  serving  on  board 
of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Greyhound.  I  was  so  serving  on  board  of  her  in 
the  month  of  June.  We  arrived  here  about  the  end  of  May  or  3d  of 
June.  I  know  a  vessel  called  the  Oreto.  I  first  saw  her  when  she  was 
brought  in  from  Cochrane's  Anchorage.  I  think  I  went  on  board  of  her 
on  the  following  Friday.  Part  of  the  officers  went  on  board  of  her  with 
Captain  Hickley  for  the  purpose  of  searching  the  ship.  I  went  on  board 
after  dinner,  about  1  o'clock.  We  did  not  on  that  occasion  search  the 
ship.  When  I  got  on  board  there  was  some  shell  on  deck ;  they  had 
been  discharging  shell,  but  had  been  stopped.  I  know  Captain  Duguid. 
I  saw  him  on  board  on  that  occasion.  I  saw  no  one  on  board  that  I  was 
acquainted  with  but  my  own  officers ;  there  were  two  other  gentlemen 
on  board.  We  shortly  quitted  the  vessel.  While  on  board  I  heard  the 
consignee  of  the  vessel  speak  to  Captain  Hickley,  and  tell  him  that  the 
vessel  was  clearing  in  ballast  for  the  H  avaua.  Captain  Hickley  said  if  that 
was  the  case  it  was  unnecessary  to  search  the  vessel,  and  turned  round  to 
the  officers  and  told  us  that  we  might  go  on  board  again.  I  fancy  there 
was  a  person  on  board  who  represented  himself  as  a  custom-house  officer, 
but  I  am  not  certain.  After  this  conversation  took  place  I  quitted  the 
vessel.  I  believe  Captain  Hickley  left  at  the  same  time ;  he  left  in  a 
different  boat.  I  subsequently  returned  to  the  Oreto ;  I  am  not  certain 
what  day  it  was,  but  it  was  in  the  afternoon,  after  dinner ;  the  officers 
of  the  ship  and  some  seamen  and  gunners  went  with  me,  as  before,  from 
the  Greyhound.  Captainly  Hickley  also  went  on  that  occasion.  The 
object  of  the  second  visit  was  to  search  the  vessel ;  she  was  searched. 
We  went  round  the  decks.  On  that  occasion  the  seamen  and  gunners 
were  sent  down  into  the  magazine,  light-rooms,  and  shell-rooms ;  on  that, 
occasion  I  did  not  go  down  to  make  a  search.  On  the  upper  deck  I  saw 
fittings  in  the  ports,  and  shot  and  shell-boxes  round  the  hatchways  and 
close  to  the  ship's  sides  and  gangways.  In  the  ports  they  were  similar 
to  fittings  in  men-of-war,  and  the  boxes  nearly  similar  in  which  Arm- 
strong shot  are  put.  There  were  seventeen  boxes  altogether ;  they  are 
similar  to  those  on  board  the  Greyhound.  We  have  only  one  Arm- 
strong gun  and  we  have  six  boxes.  The  boxes  on  board  the  Oreto  are 
fitted  for  twelve  by  thirteen,  and  of  different  sizes.  A  party  came  ou 
board  the  Oreto  after  she  was  seized  and  searched  below  and  in  the  store- 
rooms, and  also  in  the  captain's  cabin.  The  magazine  is  fitted  for  shells, 
for  cases,  the  same  way  as  it  is  in  our  service,  and  handing-rooms  in  the 
same  manner,  and  copper  fastenings,  and  the  doors  fitted  with  brass 
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fastenings  void  of  iron,  the  same  as  in  men-of-war ;  there  is  one  light- 
room  with  two  reflectors  in  it ;  one  reflector  lights  the  handing- room  and 
the  other  the  magazine.  In  every  respect  the  Oreto  is  fltttd  as  a  ves- 
sel of  war,  minus  the  gans  and  armament  and  ammunition. 

Cross-examined : 

Captain  Hickley  and  Mr.  Gilly  first  went  on  board ;  we  followed  im- 
mediately after  in  the  cutter.  There  were  two  other  gentlemen  then  on 
board  besides  the  captain  when  I  went  on  board ;  I  am  not  certain  if 
one  was  a  custom-house  officer ;  they  both  came  forward  as  consignees; 
there  was  some  shell  on  the  deck.  Captain  Hickley  did  not,  on  that 
occasion,  give  an  order  to  search  the  vessel ;  no  one,  on  that  occasion, 
went  below  from  the  Greyhound  to  search  the  vessel.  Some  of  the  men 
may  have  gone  down  below  for  their  own  pleasure.  I  heard  Captain 
Hickley,  when  we  went  on  board,  order  the  men  aft.  From  the  appear- 
ance of  the  boxes  I  took  them  to  be  shell ;  I  cannot  say  whether  they 
were  live  shell.  From  the  appearance  of  the  box  I  judged  them  for 
guns,  similar  for  Armstrong  guns  ;  they  were  conical  shot.  The  Oreto 
is  fitted  to  carry  guns  similar  to  the  Armstrong  guns.  She  has  no  guns 
of  any  kind.  If  great  exertion  was  used,  with  plenty  of  hands,  the 
Oreto  might  be  fitted  with  guns  in  forty-eight  hours ;  she  might  be  fit- 
ted with  Armstrong  guns,  if  the  carriages  were  all  fitted,  and  with 
plenty,  of  hands.  It  would  be  necessary  first  to  put  down  the  sweeps 
and  the  rear  bolts  before  you  could  mount  any  pivot  gun.  It  would  not 
take  more  than  a  day  to  put  down  the  sweeps  and  the  pivots,  if  you  had 
a  man  that  understood  how  to  do  it.  I  do  not  know  how  long  it  would 
take  in  the  navy,  but  I  judge  from  the  time  that  I  saw  the  Greyhound's 
put  in.  I  think  1  boarded  the  Oreto  again  on  a  Saturday,  but  I  am  not 
quite  certain  of  the  day ;  the  captain  boarded  her  with  me.  I  believe 
the  captain  received  a  note  that  she  was  cleared  in  ballast,  and  went  on 
board  for  the  purpose  of  searching  her  before  leaving.  I  did  not  remain 
in  charge  of  the  vessel  that  day.  I  searched  her,  going  round  the  decks. 
One  whole  party  quitted  the  vessel  after  she  was  searched.  I  did  not 
hear  any  conversation  with  Captain  Hickley  and  Captain  Duguid.  I 
heard  Captain  Hickley  say  to  Duguid  that  we  had  an  unpleasant  duty 
to  perform.  I  think  the  master  of  the  Greyhound  went  on  board  the 
Oreto,  on  another  occasion,  that  day.  I  went  again  on  the  Sunday 
at  12  o'clock  the  ensuing  day.  I  received  orders  from  Captain  Hickley 
to  take  charge  of  the  vessel  and  seize  the  ship,  and  I  did  so ;  I  remained 
in  custody  of  her  ever  since  as  prize  lieutenant.  I  quitted  the  ship  two 
hours  on 'Tuesday,  after  seizing  her.  I  gave  her  up  ;  I  did  so  by  direc- 
tion of  the  master  of  the  Greyhound,  who  came  with  orders  from  Cap- 
tain Hickley  to  do  so.  I  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Jones ;  I  have 
seen  him  twice ;  he  came  on  board  the  Oreto  while  I  was  there  one  day, 
on  the  Sunday ;  he  asked  me  if  I  had  found  a  confederate  flag,  to  which 
I  said  no ;  he  did  not  tell  me  of  anything  else  being  secreted  on  board ; 
he  did  not  say  anything  to  me  about  priming  wires ;  I  said  to  him,  "  How 
about  these  wonderful  priming- wires  that  you  sent  a  message  on  board 
about  f"  He  denied  having  said  anything  about  it ;  he  first  went  to  the 
washing-stand,  and  said,  "  There  is  some  lockers  in  there ; "  and  then 
went  to  the  table  and  said,  "Underneath  there,  that  is  where  I  believe 
was  stowed  the  confederate  flag."  Jones  told  me  when  he  came  over 
the  side.  I  was  then  talking  to  Mr.  Brown,  when  Jones  took  off  his 
cap  at  the  gangway  and  said,  "Good  afternoon,  gentlemen;"  we  took  no. 
notice  of  him,  when  he  came  right  aft,  and  said,  "  Fine  prize  this,  gen- 
tlemen ; "  to  which  I  said,  "  Don't  be  so  sure  of  that ;"  he  said,  "  O  yes,. 
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you  are  certain  of  it;"  and  I  looked  at  him,  and  said,  "Do  j^ou  expect 
to  get  any  of  the  prize-money?"  he  said,  "  O,  I  might ;  but  I  do  not  get 
any  money  from  your  government  or  from  the  confederate,  but  from 
some  other  government.  In  fact,  I  have  been  offered  a  lieutenant's 
commission  in  the  United  States  Navy;"  and  showed  him  my  back; 
and  Brown  said,  "  What  an  infernal  scoundrel;"  Mr.  Jones  then  said, 
^'  Good  afternoon,  gentlemen ;  I  am  living  at  Oliftou  Hotel ;  most  hap])y 
to  see  you ;  lots  of  champagne,  and  lots  of  money,"  at  the  same  time 
slapping  his  pocket. 

Eeexamiued : 
I  told  this  conversation  to  Commander  Hickley  the  day  before  the 
examination  in  this  case  commenced,  when  he  came  on  board  the  Oreto 
to  examine  the  men ;  that  was  the  first  time ;  it  was  after  Mr.  Jones 
left  the  island  some  little  time.  In  my  cross-examination  I  referred  to 
pivot  guns  only ;  she  might  be  fitted  with  broadside  guns  in  a  shorter 
time.  In  speaking  of  forty-eight  hours,  I  meant  she  would  be  fitted 
with  all  her  guns,  broadside  and  pivot  within  that  time,  that  is,  of  course, 
supposing  everything  is  sent  on  board  ready  fitted  for  use,  that  is,  the 
gun  carriages,  slides,  train  tackles,  side  tackles,  and  all  the  equipments 
of  the  gun.  I  was  the  officer  in  charge  when  we  took  in  the  Grey- 
hound's guns.  We  began  1  o'clock  one  day  and  finished  6  o'clock  the 
next  evening.  We  left  off  for  the  usual  hours  of  rest  and  meals.  The 
first  afternoon  of  the  day  we  began  we  used  our  own  resources,  having 
only  thirty-five  men  on  board,  and  finding  that  we  could  not  transport 
them  to  the  deck,  and  hoisting  so  few,  the  Eoyal  Adelaide  next  day 
sent  forty  men,  and  with  our  own  men,  thirty -five,  we  got  the  remainder 
of  the  guns  in  before  evening. 

C.  S.  CADDALE,  Lieutenant. 


Testimony  of  B.  B.  Stuart,  pilot  of  the  Greyhound. 

in  the  vice-admiralty  court  op  the  bahamas. 

Our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen     ") 

vs.  !  a  . 

The  British  Steamship  Oreto,  her  r^^^^ure. 
tackle,  &c.  \ 

Benjamin  Branfoy  Stuart,  being  duly  sworn,  states: 
I  am  an  officer  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  Greyhound ;  master  and 
l)ilot.  I  know  a  steamship  called  the  'Oreto  ;  I  have  been  on  board  of 
her  Several  times.  I  first  went  on  board  of  her,  I  think,  on  the  morning 
of  Friday,  the  13th  of  June,  about  8  o'clock;  that  was  the  first  occasion. 
1  went  on  board  with  the  captain,  first  and  second  lieutenants,  gunners, 
and  some  of  the  crew.  Our  object  in  going  on  board  of  her  was  to 
search  the  vessel  as  a  suspicious  vessel ;  we  went  round  the  deck  and 
went  below  in  different  parts  of  the  ship.  I  followed  with  the  rest  of 
the  officers,  and  she  appeared  to  be  fitted  up  as  one  of  our  own  men-of- 
war  would  be.  On  that  morning  I  did  not  search  thoroughly,  but  I 
have  twice  searched  thoroughly.  Her  fittings  are  magazine  and  sheU- 
rooms,  and  light-rooms,  and  are  fitted  as  a  vessel  of  war  would  be ; 
there  was  a  large  dispensary  with  a  good  stock  of  medicines  in  it,  fitted 
as  a  dispensary  on  board  of  men-of-war  would  be ;  had  a  great  quantity 
of  rope  from  three  to  four-inch  white  rope,  two  or  three  hawsers,  and 
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there  was  a  white  hawser  fifty  or  sixty  fathoms  of  eight  and  one-half  or 
nine-inch ;  this  rope  was  wormed.  It  was  in  one  piece,  and  the  length  is 
as  near  as  I  could  gness.  I  saw  on  the  deck  the  breeching  bolts  at  each 
of  the  ports,  and  shot-boxes  round  the  sides  of  the  vessel.  I  also  saw 
a  great  many  double  blocks  fitted.  Bight  might  be  in  use  for  ship  pur- 
I)oses,  for  luflf-tackle  blocks,  but  the  residue  might  be  used  for  side  and 
train  tackles,  that  is,  for  working  at  guns.  I  should  say  there  were  more 
than  double  or  treble  than  were  required  for  the  ordinary  use  of  the  ves- 
sel. Her  ports  were  regular  built  ports.  I  never  saw  a  merchant  vessel 
fitted  as  she  was  fitted  in  respect  to  her  interior  fittings.  The  second  time 
I  went  on  board — it  was  in  the  afternoon  after  dinner — I  think  there  was 
a  vessel  of  some  description  on  the  starboard  side  of  her ;  there  were 
five  or  six  boxes  on  the  midships  on  the  upper  deck,  they  were  square 
boxes  about  fifteen  inches  square  and  eighteen  inches  deep ;  they  looked 
like  shell-boxes.  Captain  Hickley  was  with  me  on  that  occasion.  Cap- 
tain Hickley  said  he  must  have  the  boxes  opened  and  see  what  they 
contained  ;  I  did  not  hear  any  one  make  any  objection  to  their  being 
opened— none  were  opened.  They  said  the  ship  was  cleared  out  in  bal- 
last for  Havana,  and  the  words  that  Captain  Hickley  used  were,  or  words 
to  the  effect,  "  If  that  is  the  case  I  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  her, 
or  it,"  and  that  the  people  might  go  into  their  boats.  We  then  quitted 
the  vessel.  In  one  of  the  searches  that  I  made  on  board  of  the  Oreto, 
I  came  across  some  flags ;  there  was  one  French,  one  Spanish,  one 
Dutch,  and  one  American,  and  four  pennants  to  suit  those  flags.  I 
found  them  in  the  steerage,  just  before  the  ward-room.  In  one  of  my 
searches  I  found  some  surgical  instruments.  I  found  two  large  cases 
of  mess-plates,  one  marked  for  the  "  Captain  "  and  the  other  ''  Ward- 
room mess."  Taking  the  whole  of  the  internal  fittings  of  the  Oreto, 
just  the  same  as  one  of  our  gun-boats. 

Cross-examined : 

I  have  never,  that  I  can  recollect,  seen  merchant  vessels  fitted  for  war 
pui'poses.  I  have  seen  the  clippers  known  as  "  Chinese  opium  clippers." 
I  have  not  been  on  board  of  them ;  I  know  some  of  them  are  well  armed. 
I  do  not  know  their  internal  fittings.  I  know  Wyram's  ships ;  I  have 
been  on  their  upper  deck,  but  do  not  know  their  fittings.  I  have  also 
been  on  board  of  Green's  and  Smith's  ships.  I  am  not  aware  that  they 
are  fitted  for  war  purposes.  Some  of  their  largest  ships  can  be  fitted 
for  war  purposes;  they  are  pierced  for  twenty -four  or  thirty-six  guns; 
they  are  pierced  with  their  ports.  I  do  not  know  that  they  have  places 
for  magazines,  but  I  should  think  they  had  for  a  small  supply.  I  do 
not  know  that  they  are  divided  into  messes.  I  do  not  know  if  the  shell 
in  the  boxes  were  live  shell  or  not.  On  one  occasion  I  took  a  message 
from  Captain  Hickley  to  Captain  Duguid  to  say  that  Captain  Hickley 
considered  the  vessel,  himself,  a  suspicious  vessel,  but  he  had  no  farther 
reasons  for  detaining  her,  himself,  and  that  he  might  go  to  sea  when  he 
liked,  or  words  to  that  eifect.  I  think  this  was  after  the  first  day  we 
went  on  board.  I  was  several  years  in  the  merchant  service ;  I  was 
never  in  the  East  India  or  China  service ;  I  have  been  sailing  to  the 
East  Indies  and  to  China;  I  know  that  fast  vessels  sail  up  and  down 
the  East  India  seas,  called  "Opium  clippers;"  I  know  them,  from  gen- 
eral report,  to  be  well  armed,  but  I  know  nothing  personally  of  them. 
I  know  that  when  vessels  are  going  out  on  a  long  voyage  to  put  in  blocks 
and  rope  sufficient  for  the  voyage.  I  made  a  mistake  in  saying  I  first 
went  on  board  on  Friday,  the  13th.  It  was  on  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday, 
the  10th,  at  2  p.  m.,  that  I  first  went  on  board.    My  second  visit  was  on 
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Friday,  the  13th.     I  cannot  recollect  whether  there  was  any  search  on 
the  day  we  first  went  on  board. 

B.  B.  STUART. 


Testimony  of  other  officers  confirming  Commander  HicMey. 

in  the  vice-admiralty  court  op  the  bahamas. 

Our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen        ) 

vs.  I 

The  Steamship  or  Vessel  Oreto,  (where-  J> 

of,  &c.,)  her  tackle,  &c.,  seized  by  Henry  | 

Dennis  Hickley,  Esq.,  &c.,  «&c.,  &c.  ] 

Appeared,  personally,  William  Nathan  Wright  Hewett,  Esq.,  com- 
mander in  Her  Majesty's  royal  navy,  and  commanding  Her  Majesty's 
steamship  Einaldo;  Ealph Lancelot  Turton,  lieutenant;  Edward  Orafer 
Smith,  master;  John  Syder,  chief  engineer;  Frederick  Ward,  gunner;, 
and  James  Somerville,  carpenter,  of  the  said  steamship  Einaldo,  and 
severally  made  oath  and  said: 

That  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  commander  Hickley,  of  Her  Maj- 
esty's ship  Greyhound,  they,  on  the  19th  instant,  repaired  on  board  of 
the  steamship  Oreto,  and,  having  made  an  examination  of  her,  found 
that  the  fittings  now  on  board  of  the  said  vessel  are  those  of  a  vessel 
adapted  for  war  purposes. 

And  the  affidavit  of  Henry  Dennis  Hickley,  Esq.,  made  in  this  cause, 
having  been  read  to  the  deponents,  they  severally  made  oath  and  said, 
that  on  their  inspection  aforesaid  they  found,  as  described  in  the  sixth 
paragraph  of  such  aflSdavit,  that  the  Oreto's  ports  were  made  to  ship 
and  unship  with  port-bars ;  breeching  and  side-tackle  bolts.  That  she 
had  shell-rooms;  a  magazine;  light-rooms  and  handing-scutters,  for 
handing  powder  out  of  the  magazine,  all  fitted  as  in  the  naval  service; 
as  also  shot  boxes,  for  Armstrong  shot,  or  shot  similar  thereto,  round 
the  upper  decks,  with  the  number  of  boats  therein  stated. 

W.  I*r.  W.  HEWETT,  Commander  B.  N. 
EALPH  L.  TUTLTO'S,  Lieutenant. 
EDWARD  0.  SMITH,  ilf«s<er. 
JOHN  SYDBU,  Chief  Ungineer. 
FREDERICK  WARD,  Gunner. 
JAMES  SOMERVILLE,  Carpenter. 

On  the  20th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1862,  the  said  William  Nathan  Hewett, 
Ralph  Lancelot  Turton,  Edward  Crafer  Smith,  John  Syder,  Frederick 
Ward,  and  James  Somerville,  were  duly  sworn  to  the  truth  of  this  affi- 
davit.   Before  me, 

J.  A.  BROOK, 
Judge  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty. 


Testimony  of  Charles  Ward,  steward  on  hoard  the  Oreto. 

in   the   TICE-ADMIRALTY   court   op   the   BAHAMAS. 

Our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen       ^ 

vs.  > 

The  Steamship  Oreto,  her  Tackle,  &c.  ) 

Charles  Ward  being  duly  sworn,  states : 

I  know  steamship  Oreto;  I  have  served  as  steward  of  the  ship.    I 
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signed  a  book  at  the  Sailors'  Home,  and  afterward  signed  articles  in  tlie 
captain's  cabin  to  go  to  Palermo,  and  any  port  in  the  Mediterranean  or 
the  West  Indies',  and  a  port  of  discharge  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Cap- 
tain Duguid  saw  me  at  the  Sailors'  Home,  and  I  joined  on  the  same 
day.  I  signed  at  the  Sailors'  Home  the  10th  of  March.  Captain  Dn- 
gnid  did  not  tell  me  at  the  Sailors'  Home  what  the  voyage  was.  Captain 
Hughes  did.  Captain  Hughes  introduced  me  to  Captain  Duguid.  The 
ship  was  abreast  of  Seacombe  when  I  joined.  It  was  between  1  and  2 
o'clock.  The  captain  was  then  on  board.  There  was  no  passenger. 
We  lay  there  until  the  22d — until  we  sailed.  On  our  departure  from 
Liverpool  a  party  of  gentlemen  came  on  board,  and  a  gentleman  named 
Mr.  Low  came  as  a  passenger.  I  did  not  know  that  he  was  a  passenger. 
That  day  there  was  a  dinner  on  board ;  but  Captain  Duguid  did  not 
take  the  chair.  Thfey  enjoyed  themselves.  There  was  plenty  of  cham- 
pagne, brandy,  porter,  and  wines,  and  all  kinds  of  drinks.  They  had 
one  toast ;  one  gentleman  drank,  "  Success  to  the  Oreto ;  may  she  be 
successful  in  defeating  her  enemies."  I  don't  know  who  proposed  it.  I 
was  at  the  door.  Captain  Duguid  and  Mr.  Low  were  present.  The 
party  left  her  and  she  went  to  sea ;  but  there  was  a  gentleman  in  Turk- 
ish costume,  whom  I  took  from  his  dress  to  be  the  Turkish  or  Greek 
consul,  who  was  one  of  the  party,  and  he  ordered  the  plate,  with  "  W.  O. 
Millar  &  Co.,  wood  and  iron  ship-buDders,  Liverpool,"  on  it,  to  be  taken 
off.  One  of  the  party  remained  as  a  passenger.  I  came  on  board ;  I 
looked  around  her.  She  had  not  the  appearance  of  such  merchant  ves- 
sels as  I  have  bieen  in  before.  There  were  shot-lockers  and  magazine, 
and  the  keys  were  marked  "magazine,"  "  gun-room ;"  and  they  were  all 
marked  after  the  same  style.  I  never  went  into  the  room  marked  "  mag- 
azine." There  was  another  room,  called  the  shell-room. .  The  keys  had 
pieces  of  wood,  marked  with  the  names  of  the  rooms.  I  did  not  remark 
Mr.  Low  have  any  authority  until  four  or  five  days,  when  he  came  to 
me  and  told  me  to  be  careful  and  keep  an  account  of  everything,  as  it 
would  be  saving  a  great  deal  of  trouble  when  the  crew  would  be  leaving, 
and  her  guns  and  ammunition  put  on  board,  and  a  new  crew  shipped, 
and  very  likely  everything  would  be  done  in  a  hurry,  and  said  he  would 
reward  me  handsomely.  I  have  heard  him  repeatedly  tell  the  captain 
to  get  things  done  as  he  wanted  them  done  in  the  ship ;  and  he  was 
guided  by  Mr.  Low  on  the  voyage  in  the  working  of  the  ship  and  getting 
everything  done.  This  has  happened  several  times.  I  never  heard  Cap- 
tain Duguid  say  where  the  ship  was  to  go  to.  I  heard  the  Captain,  Mr. 
Low,  and  the  chief  engineer  speak  with  regard  to  the  ship.  I  always 
understood  them  to  say  that  she  was  for  the  southern  government,  fitted 
out  as  a  gun-boat,  whether  for  the  government  or  private  gentlemen  I 
cannot  say ;  they  were  conversing  in  the  cabin.  The  vessel  sailed  under 
the  English  flag.  There  was  a  bag  of  flags  in  the  gun-room,  No,  7, 
marked  on  the  key,  and  there  was  a  flag  in  the  captain's  cabin ;  it  had 
one  white  stripe  and  two  red  ones  on  each  side  of  the  white,  and  in  the 
corner  there  was  blue  with  stars  in  it.  I  don't  know  the  secession  flag. 
I  heard  Mr.  Low  and  captain  and  cliief  engineer  have  a  conversation, 
and  I  heard  Mr.  Low  tell  the  captain  that  he  treated  the  slaves  on  his 
plantation  better  than  he,  the  captain,  treated  the  men.  Mr.  Low  stated 
that  he  would  make  a  diiterent  arrangement  when  he  came  to  port,  and 
he  did.  Mr.  Low  went  in  the  ship  to  the  anchorage.  He  left  her  there, 
but  came  on  board  several  times  while  we  were  there.  He  provisioned 
the  ship.  He  asked  me  one  day  if  I  would  like  to  join  the  ship  after  he 
got  the  other  crew  on  board.  1  could  not  give  him  any  decided  answer. 
He  told  me  he  had  provisioned  the  ship  in  a  different  way.  On  one  occa- 
18  A  C— Ti 
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sion  the  captain  and  chief  engineer  and  Mr,  Low  came  on  board  and 
had  tea,  and  they  had  some  words,  and  Mr.  Low  told  the  captain  and 
chief  engineer  that  he  wanted  to  provision  the  men  in  a  different  man- 
ner. He  said  if  they  would  even  eat  three  or  four  or  five  pounds  of 
meat  a  day,  he  would  send  it  to  satisfy  them.  Mr.  Low  told  the  chief 
engineer  he  was  no  more  than  a  boy  in  the  ship  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter,  and  he  was  qualified  to  do  his  own  duty.  The  captain 
did  not  say  anything  then,  and  the  chief  engineer  told  him  that  he,  Mr. 
Low,  wished  he  would  leave  the  ship  and  go  home  when  Captain  Duguid 
did  and  break  the  contract ;  after  that,  Mr.  Low  went  on  deck  and  the 
captain  and  chief  engineer  went  into  the  after-cabin ;  I  heard  the  captain 
say  it  was  nothing  out  of  his  pocket;  he  did  not  care  how  the  ship  was  pro- 
visioned, as  he  knew  she  belonged  to  the  southerners,  and  he  might  not 
care  for  the  northerners  or  southerners  so  long  as  he  got  his  pay  out 
of  the  ship.  This  was  while  the  ship  was  in  Cochrane's  Anchorage.  Mr. 
Low  came  by  himself  several  times,  and  two  or  three  times  he  brought 
several  gentlemen.  I  knew  Captain  Mafifttt  was  one,  belonging  to  the 
Nassau.  I  did  not  see  them  take  much  particular  notice.  I  did  not 
hear  any  particular  conversation.  I  did  not  notice  any  fittings  put  on 
the  ship  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage.  I  did  not  come  into  this  harbor  with 
the  ship.  On  our  voyage  out  we  met  with  a  ship  which  the  captain 
hailed  and  asked  for  latitude  and  longitude,  and  it  was  given,  and  in 
reply  we  asked  for  the  latitude  and  longitude,  and  no  reply  was  made, 
and  I  heard  the  captain  say,  if  we  had  our  bull-dogs  on  board  we  would 
soon  let  them  know  our  latitude  and  longitude.  The  vessel  did  not 
show  colors.  I  quitted  the  vessel  at  Cochrane's.  I'  knew  that  Mr.  Low 
had  quitted  in  the  Nassau,  and  he  took  some  cases  of  drink  to  the  Nas- 
sau with  him. 

Cross-examined : 
I  quitted  the  ship  at  Cochrane's,  and  did  not  come  into  the  harbor  in 
her.  Captain  put  me  in  prison,  and  I  remained  there  fourteen  days — 
the  magistrate  put  me  in  for  refusing  to  do  seaman's  duty,  which  I  did 
not  ship  for.  I  had  not  been  impudent  to  the  captain.  When  I  came 
out  of  prison  I  met  the  captain,  and  he  asked  me  what  I  intended  to  do. 
I  told  him  I  intended  to  go  on  board  the  ship  and  resume  my  former 
duty.  He  told  me  he  would  not  allow  me  to  go  on  board.  I  did  not 
say  to  the  captain,  "Hold  on ;  I'll  fix  you  yet."  I  knew  a  Mr.  Jones; 
we  were  both  in  jail  together.  I  had  no  communication  with  Mr.  Jones.' 
Captain  never  sent  for  me  to  go  on  board  the  ship.  There  was  a.  note 
sent  to  me  about  half-past  6  a.  m.  of  the  day  1  was  to  come  out  of  jail, 
to  tell  me  to  come  on  board  the  ship  as  soon  as  I  could  get  out;  she 
was  going  to  sea  directly,  or  something  to  that  effect.  I  asked  the  boy 
who  gave  him  the  note.  He  said  one  of  the  men  on  board  the  ship  the 
night  before ;  that  he  did  not  know  the  captain  from  any  other  person 
on  board.  I  saw  the  boy,  a  colored  boy,  in  presence  of  Mr.  Steward, 
the  turn-l^ey.  I  believe  the  note  was  in  the  handwriting  of  the  captain ; 
I  swore  I  believed  it  to  be  the  handwriting  of  the  captain.  I  gave  the 
note  to  Mr.  Dillet.  Mr.  Jones  came  out  the  day  before  me ;  he  did  not 
ask  me  what  the  captain's  name  was.  Before  I  came  out  of  prison  Jones 
asked  me  the  captain's  name,  and  I  gave  the  note  to  Mr.  Dillet  to  inform 
him  of  the  name.  Jones  and  1  went  to  live  at  the  Clifton  House,  Mrs. 
Wall.  I  had  no  money  when  I  quitted  the  Oreto.  On  the  morning  I 
came  out  Mr.  Jones  said  he  would  pay  my  way,  and  took  me  to  Mrs. 
Wall's.  I  remained  there  a  week ;  1  Js.  a  day  Mr.  Jones  said  was  the 
regular  charge.  I  do  not  know  what  they  charged  us  ;  Jones  said  he 
would  pay  it  for  me.    We  had  several  conversations  about  the  Oreto. 
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We  did  not  agree  between  ourselves  what  we  sTiould  say  about  the 
Oreto.  Mr.  Jones  told  me  he  could  get  money.  The  night  before  I  left 
the  hotel,  two  gentlemen  came  and  called  Mr.  Jones  aside,  and  had  a 
long  conversation  with  him  about  the  Oreto ;  he  went  away  along  with 
them.  He  returned  in  about  between  one  and  one-half  an  hour.  He 
told  me  he  was  offered  £100  if  he  would  clear  out  of  the  way  and  not 
give  any  evidence  against  the  Oreto.  I  do  not  know  who  those  gentle- 
men were.  I  went  on  board  the  Oreto  next  day ;  I  did  not  pay  my 
board.  I  have  never  been  spoken  to  by  any  person  in  this  town,  other 
than  the  ofBcers  of  the  Greyhound  and  the  attorney  general,  about,  the 
evidence  I  could  give  respecting  the  Oreto.  I  have  not  spent  any  money 
since  the  seizure  of  the  Oreto.  Jones  never  told  me  that  any  money 
had  been  offered  to  him  to  give  evidence  to  condemn  the  Oreto.  I  have 
never  been  offered  any  money  by  any  person  to  give  evidence  to  con- 
demn the  Oreto.  I  don't  know  any  of  the  countjng-houses  along  the 
bay  from  here  westerly.  Several  people  spoke  to  Jones  about  the  Oreto, 
but  not  to  me.  Jones  never  told  me  he  had  been  offered  a  commission 
in  the  Federal  navy  if  he  would  condemn  the  Oreto.  It  was  on  the  22d 
of  March  dinner  was  given  on  board  the  Oreto.  There  were  one  or  two 
ladies  present.  I  don't  know  who  it  was  that  proposed  the  toast.  I 
thought  the  ship  was  intended  for  Garibaldi,  or  the  Turkish  govern- 
ment. Pantry  is  about  one  step  from  the  dining-saloon — never  in  a 
vessel  of  war ;  never  saw  shot-locker  and  magazine ;  knew  those  to  be 
from  what  was  said  on  board.  Mr.  Low  thought  a  great  deal  of  me  on 
board ;  I  believe  him  to  be  a  part  owuer  of  ship.  No  one  was  present 
when  he  told  me  to  be  careful ;  he  called  me  to  his  own  room.  It  was 
in  the  captain's  cabin  that  he  told  me  to  open  and  air  the  flag ;  I  don't 
know  the  difference  between  the  confederate  and  Federal  flag ;  took  the 
flag  to  be  an  American  flag ;  it  had  stars  and  stripes  on  it ;  I  took  it  to 
be  the  American  flag.  When  they  talked  about  the  bull-dogs  I  was 
alongside  of  them.  I  heard  the  captain,  the  chief  engineer,  and  Mr. 
Low  all  say  the  ship  was  for  the  southerners.  They  were  conversing 
together ;  I  know,  from  what  I  heard  Mr.  Low  say,  that  he  provisioned 
the  ship.  I  have  no  knowledge  that  Captain  Duguid  or  any  other  per- 
son attem^jted. 

Question.  Whether  you  have  any  knowledge  of  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  Captain  Duguid  or  any  one  else  to  fit  and  equip  or  arm  the 
Oreto  with  intent  that  she  should  cruise  against  any  other  province  or 
people  ?  Anstoer.  I  heard  the  captain,  the  chief  engineer,  and  Mr.  Lowe 
say  that  she  was  intended  for  the  southerners.  I  also  heard  them  say 
that  if  she  had  her  guns  on  board,  she  could  compete  with  anything  the 
northeners  had.  I  heard  Mr.  Low  tell  Mr.  Duguid  to  get  those  gun- 
tackle  blocks  strapped  and  to  put  them  away,  not  to  be  used  for  any 
purpose  at  present.  This  was  before  she  cama  here.  I  know  of  no  more 
at  present. 

CHAELES  WAED. 


Testimony  of  William  Porter,  mariner  on  board  the  Oreto. 
IN  THE  TICE-ADMIKALTY  COTJKT  OF  THE  BAHAMAS. 

OxjE  Sovereign  Lady  the  Qxjeen  ^ 

vs.  /•  Seizure. 

The  British  Steamship  Oreto,  her  tackle,  &o.  ) 

William  Porter,  being  duly  sworn,  states : 

I  know  the  steamship  Oreto;  I  shipped  on  board  as  a  seaman  on  the 
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2d  March,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  She  was  then  in  the  Addington 
docks,  Liverpool.  I  shipped  for  a  voyage  from  Liverpool  to  Palermo,  and 
any  port  or  ports  in  the  Mediterranean,  thence  to  any  port  in  the  West 
Indies,  if  required;  the  voyage  was  to  terminate  in  England.  I  signed 
articles  for  the  voyage.  I  have  stated  I  went  on  board  the  day  after  we 
signed  articles,  she  was  then  in  dock  with  steam  up  already.  We  had,  I 
believe,  the  full  complement  of  men ;  I  can't  exactly  say  what  the 
full  complement  was.  She  shortly  after  quitted  the  dock;  I  had 
been  then  on  board  about  five  minutes;  there  were  other  men  went 
on  board  at  the  time  I  did;  there  was  great  hurry  in  getting  out 
of  dock.  Captain  Duguid  was  the  master,  he  and  the  pilot  were 
in  charge;  we  lay  in  the  river  a  few  days;  there  were  men  dis- 
charged from  her,  and  men  put  in  their  places ;  there  were  two  wooden 
cases  of  cargo ;  I  could  lift  them ;  they  were  stowed  in  her  cabin.  The 
vessel  had  no  stowage  room  for  cargo.  She  was  not  iitted  as  merchant 
vessels  are  usually  fitted ;  I  have  never  served  in  a  vessel  of  war ;  she 
differed  from  other  vessels  in  having  a  magazine ;  I  believe  there  were 
shell-rooms ;  I  was  in  a  room  where  shells  were  stowed.  She  had  light- 
rooms  ;  they  are  not  usual  in  merchant  vessels ;  she  had  boxes  for  shot 
I  never  counted  them.  She  had  two  gigs,  a  life-boat,  pinnace,  and  dingy 
When  I  went  on  board  I  took  her  to  be  a  gun-boat ;  I  don't  remember 
the  day  I  sailed  from  the  river.  We  brought  one  passenger ;  his  name 
was  Mr.  Low ;  we  sailed  on  our  voyage ;  did  not  go  to  Palermo ;  no 
attempt  was  made  to  take  her  to  Palermo.  When  I  shipped  I  believed 
I  was  going  to  Palermo ;  the  first  place  we  arrived  at  was  Nassau.  As 
far  as  I  could  see,  Mr.  Low  had  a  little  authority  on  board.  We  fell  in 
with  an  American  vessel ;  we  spoke  her ;  I  could  not  say  if  she  had  the 
United  States  flag  flying  ;  I  was  on  deck  when  vessel  spoke ;  Captain 
and  Mr.  Low  were  on  deck;  did  not  hear  Mr.  Low  or  Captain  Duguid 
make  any  remark.  We  anchored  outside  the  harbor  of  Nassau,  and 
next  day  went  to  Cochrane's  Anchorage.  Mr.  Low  went  with  us  there ; 
we  lay  there  seven  weeks ;  the  vessel  was  partly  coaled  there  out  of 
small  schooners.  All  I  saw  was  the  hammock-nettings  repaired.  There 
were  blocks  strapped  for  guns;  I  cannot  say  how  many;  they  were 
blocks  such  as  could  be  used  for  merchant  vessels,  but  they  were  not  to 
be  used  as  such ;  there  was  nothing  but  coal  put  on  board  the  Oreto  at 
the  anchorage ;  the  two  cases  were  put  on  board  steamers  going  to  run 
the  blockade.  I  don't  know  where  the  Oreto  was  to  go  when  she  quitted 
this  port.  While  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  Mr.  Low  came  on  board ;  he 
w^as  accompanied  by  Captain  Maflfitt,  and  several  of  his  friends.  I 
don't  know  what  he  did  when  he  came  on  board.  The  Oreto  after- 
ward came  into  the  harbor  in  charge  of  an  officer  of  the  man-of-war ; 
don't  know  the  day  of  the  week ;  other  articles  were  put  on  board 
while  she  lay  in  the  harbor,  coal  and  shell.  The  shell  were  in  wooden 
cases ;  they  were  stowed  in  the  fore  part  of  the  cabin ;  they  were 
not  all  stowed  there;  they  came  on  board  in  the  afternoon,  and  they 
were  afterward  removed  from  the  vessel.  The  next  day,  about  be- 
tween breakfast  and  dinner  time,  we  worked  hurriedly  to  get  them 
out.  The  Oreto  was  visited  by  officers  from  the  man-of-war  that 
day ;  we  were  then  employed  in  stowing  shell.  I  think  we  were  discharg- 
ing shell ;  we  were  doing  it  hurriedly.  I  heard  orders  to  bear  a  hand 
and  get  them  out,  and  we  would  get  plenty  of  grog.  Many  of  the  cases 
were  broken.  They  were  all  cleared  out  before  night.  Nothing  else 
was  taken  on  board.  At  the  usual  time  in  the  morning  we  were  called 
up  to  weigh  anchor,  about  half-past  5,  and  all  hands  went  aft  and  asked 
where  the  ship  was  going  to.    He  said  we  were  cleared  for  Havana  as 
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far  as  he  knew.  We  asked  him  if  we  had  protection  from  the  captain 
of  the  Greyhound  or  the  governor.  He  said  we  had  the  same  protection 
he  had.  One  reason  for  going  to  ask  was  because  we  had  not  gone  to  our 
appointed  port  when  we  left  Liverpool.  Never  heard  Captain  Duguid 
say  she  was  going  to  a  confederate  port.  After  he  told  us  we  went  for- 
ward, and  turned  to  work  clearing  the  decks.  No  attempt  was  made  to 
heave  the  anchor  up,  and  we  went  to  our  usual  work.  We  did  not  come 
ashore  that  day.  The  next  day  the  same  orders  were  given,  the  next 
morning,  and  we  went  aft  on  the  same  complaint,  and  we  refused  to  get 
the  ship  under  way.  The  next  day  we  all  got  police  summonses.  Our 
sole  objection  to  get  the  vessel  under  way  was  that  we  had  been  de- 
ceived. Captain  Duguid  told  us  that  we  had  broken  the  articles  by  re- 
fusing to  unmoor  the  ship.  He  afterward  said  the  articles  were  broken, 
and  why  had  we  remained  here  six  weeks  without  taking  notice  of  it? 

Cross-examined : 
I  have  been  at  sea  since  1851.  I  was  a  tobacconist.  My  first  voyage 
was  to  Lisbon,  but  I  did  not  get  there.  I  was  cast  away  on  the  coast 
of  Ireland.  My  next  voyage  was  to  Havana,  and  I  have  since  then  been 
constantly  to  sea.  I  have  been  one  voyage  in  a  steamer  up  the  straits. 
I  do  not  know  how  a  vessel  of  war  is  fitted.  The  blocks  were  fitted  on 
purpose  for  gun-tackles.  I  had  never  seen  a  gun-tackle  block  until  I 
saw  one  on  board  the  Greyhound.  Had  never  seen  one  when  I  went  on 
board  the  Oreto.  I  did  not  know  that  they  were  gun-tackle  blocks. 
All  I  know  is  from  what  I  heard  from  one  of  the  seamen.  Formed 
my  opinion  from  what  I  heard  other  people  say.  Can't  tell  where 
boatswain  is  now.  He  came  here.  I  had  never  seen  a  magazine  on 
board  a  ship.  The  men  told  me  so.  She  was  got  out  of  dock  with  the 
most  haste  they  could  by  smashing  the  boats  and  not  stopping  to  pick 
them  up.  We  lay  in  middle  of  river,  a  little  way  from  docks.  She  lay 
three  days  and  more  there.  Boxes  had  cargo  marks  in  bond,  such  as 
diamonds.  Cannot  swear  they  were  not  Mr.  Low's  baggage.  One,  I 
believed,  went  into  the  ship  that  Mr.  Low  went  in,  but  I  can't  swear 
the  boxes  were  not  his  baggage  ;  believed  the  rooms  were  shell-rooms, 
because  other  people  told  me  so ;  I  never  saw  light-rooms  on  board 
merchant  ships  before ;  light-rooms  are  rooms  where  lights  are  kept. 
On  one  of  the  mess  —  .  —  —  being  broken  I  heard  Mr.  Low  say 
to  Captain  Duguid  he  ought  to  take  better  care  of  the  things.  Mr.  Low 
has  given  me  different  orders  and  different  courses  when  I  was  at  the 
helm ;  I  cannot  say  whether  Caiitain  Duguid  knew  it ;  I  might  have 
been  reprimanded  if  Captain  Duguid  had  known  it.  When  I  saw  the 
blocks  shipped  I  did  not  know  they  were  for  guns ;  was  told  so ;  I  heard 
the  captain  say  they  were  not  to  be  used  for  common  use,  but  to  be  put 
away.  Shells  were  stowed  in  fore  part  of  cabin,  down  below  under  the 
deck ;  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  a  shell-room.  Shells  came  on  board 
between  2  and  4  o'clock.  No  custom-house  officer  on  board  to  my 
knowledge  when  they  were  taking  in  the  shells  ;  there  might  have  been. 
Captain  said  on  being  api)lied  to,  as  stated,  that  he  was  going  to  Havana 
as  far  as  he  knew.  We  refused  to  obey  the  order  to  lift  the  anchor ; 
we  did  not  mutiny,  but  all  disobeyed  this  order.  Were  ordered  two 
mornings  to  weigh  anchor  and  disobeyed  both  times,  in  consequence  of 
which  we  were  summoned  to  go  before  the  magistrate.  All  came  that 
were  summoned ;  all  claimed  to  be  discharged  from  ship  on  grounds 
that  the  articles  were  broken.  We  did  not  elect  to  quit  the  ship,  and 
said  we  were  free  from  her  from  that  time.  We  did  not  go  to  the  cap- 
tain and  ask  him  to  let  us  have  boats  to  go  and  bring  our  clothes  ashore. 
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We  went  to  a  lawyer  to  see  that  we  could  get  oup  wages  and  be  sent 
home ;  we  returned  on  board  on  Saturday  evening,  and  took  our  clothes 
and  quitted  the  ship  by  order  of  the  captain  ;  he  gave  us  the  order 
about  8  o'clock  at  night ;  we  went  on  board  to  stop  until  we  got  further 
orders.  Our  clothes  were  on  board,  below,  when  Captain  Duguid  came 
on  board  that  evening.  I  left  the  ship  that  night  with  my  clothes  and 
went  to  a  boarding-house ;  I  had  no  intention  of  returning  till  1  got 
further  orders  from  the  captain.  I  returned  that  evening  about  4  o'clock ; 
waited  on  the  wharf  till  4  o'clock,  because  boat  was  to  come  then  to 
take  us  off  to  remain  on  board.  We  got  no  decided  answer  from  the 
magistrate ;  went  on  board  again  because  the  captain  of  the  Greyhound 
told  us  to  go ;  we  went  on  board  in  Greyhound's  boat ;  remained  on 
board  ever  since.  I  have  been  examined  as  to  what  I  knew  by  captain 
of  Greyhound ;  told  him  aU  I  knew.  I  am  trying  to  be  sent  back  to 
England ;  I  don't  know  who  to  expect  will  send  me  back ;  it  is  not  my 
business.  If  the  Oreto  is  condemned  I  look  to  captain  of  man-of-war 
to  send  me  back ;  I  have  not  received  any  wages  ;  all  the  crew  have 
gone  but  myself  and  another;  1  intend  to  stick  to  her  to  the  last.  Cap- 
•  tain  of  Greyhound  feeds  us  on  board ;  I  get  same  allowance  as  their 
men ;  get  grog ;  did  not  get  it  on  board  Oreto. 

Eeexamination : 
Captain  Hickley  did  not  use  any  endeavor  to  get  me  to  say  what  I 
did  not  want  to  say.  He  told  me  to  speak  the  truth  and  nothing  but 
the  truth.  He  told  us  we  were  not  to  speak  in  favor  of  either  side. 
Captain  Hickley  told  us  we  must  not  allow  vindictive  feelings  to  influ- 
ence us.  I  have  seen  the  Queen's  advocate  before,  and  he  has  examined 
me  and  told  me  to  speak  the  truth. 

WILLIAM  POETEE. 


Testimony  of  John  Quinn,  fireman  on  hoard  the  Oreto. 

IN   THE   VICE-ADMIEALTY   COURT   OF   THE   BAHAMAS. 

OuE.  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen    I  g  . 

The  Steamship  Oeeto,  hee  Tackle,  &c.  j 

John  Quinn,  being  duly  sworn,  states : 

1  know  steamship  Oreto ;  I  shipped  on  board  of  her  in  Liverpool  as 
a  fireman.  I  worked  on  board  of  her  a  week  before  I  shipped  on  board 
of  her ;  she  was  lying  at  the  Foxteth  dock,  close  to  the  yard  where 
she  was  built.  I  shipped  on  board  of  her  on  3d  of  March.  I  went  on 
board  of  her  about  half-past  10  next  morning ;  the  steam  was  near  up 
when  I  got  down ;  she  left  the  dock  that  day  between  12  and  1  o'clock ; 
she  proceeded  out  of  the  dock-  as  quick  as  possible,  carried  away  one  of 
her  boats  and  part  of  her  bulwarks ;  she  brought  up  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  down  the  river.  I  shipped  for  a  voyage,  not  to  exceed  six  months, 
to  Palermo,  or  any  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  the  West  Indies,  if 
required.  I  did  not  go  to  Palermo ;  this  is  the  first  port  we  arrived  at. 
I  have  been  to  sea  about  ten  years,  since  I  first  went  in  the  merchant 
steam-boats.  1  have  been  during  that  time  employed  in  merchant 
steam-boats;  some  were  passenger  vessels  and  some  carrying  troops. 
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I  have  always  sailed  out  of  Liverpool.  I  have  made  two  voyages  to  the 
West  Indies,  two  to  China,  and  several  months,  during  the  Crimean 
"war,  carrying  troops  ;  three  voyages  to  New  York,  two  to  Portland,  in 
the  United  States,  and  three  to  Quebec,  and  others.  I  have  never  served 
on  board  a  steam- vessel  iu  the  merchant  service  fl*tted  out  like  the  Oreto. 
None  that  I  have  ever  been  in  are  so  fitted.  There  is  a  place  on  board 
of  the  Oreto  called  the  magazine.  When  I  first  joined  her  the  galley 
was  below  deck,  at  the  forward  part  of  the  magazine,  to  the  best  of  my 
opinion.  The  galley  was  on  the  deck  above  the  magazine.  There  was 
a  passenger  on  board  of  the  vessel  named  Low.  I  saw  Mr.  Low  and 
another  person  looking  at  the  galley  the  day  they  were  fixing  on  the 
piece  of  copper  on  the  bottom  of  the  ship  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage.  I 
do  not  know  who  the  other  person  was.  He  and  two  or  three  of  the 
gentlemen  came  from  the  shore.  This  gentleman  said  to  Mr.  Low  that 
it  was  a  very  dangerous  place  to  have  the  galley.  Mr.  Low  said  that 
he  would  get  it  altered.  Two  or  three  days  after  the  galley  was  shifted 
up  on  the  upper  deck.  From  the  time  we  sailed  until  we  got  into  Coch- 
rane's Anchorage  the  galley  was  under  deck,  and  it  was  shipped  at 
Cochrane's  Anchorage  and  placed  on  the  upper  deck.  There  were  what 
they  call  shot  or  shell  boxes  on  deck.  I  never  saw  similar  boxes  on 
board  of  the  other  steamers  that  I  had  sailed  in.  When  we  first  arrived 
here  we  laid  outside  until  the  next  morning  and  then  went  to  Cochrane's 
Anchorage.  Mr.  Low  frequently  went  on  board  the  vessel  at  Coch- 
rane's Anchorage.  I  have  seen  him  and  Captain  Duguid  on  board 
together.  Mr.  Low  superintended  the  putting  on  of  the  sheet  of  cop- 
per on  the  vessel.  Captain  Duguid  was  on  board  at  the  time.  I  saw 
the  men,  whde  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  working  at  the  blocks,  strap- 
ping and  painting  them.  I  did  not  know  what  they  were  for,  but  they 
were  called  by  the  men  on  board  gun-tackle  blocks.  I  cannot  say 
whether  Captain  Duguid  was  on  board  at  that  time.  I  cannot  say  how 
long  they  were  employed  at  the  blocks.  I  was  in  the  engine  room,  and 
when  I  came  out  I  used  to  see  them  at  work  at  them.  The  ship  quitted 
Cochrane's  Anchorage  and  came  into  this  port.  I  think  the  lieutenant 
of  the  Bulldog  brought  her  in.  There  were  some  little  square  boxes, 
which  they  said  were  shot  or  shell,  taken  on  board  after  we  came  in.  I 
did  not  assist  to  take  them  in.  I  cannot  say  what  time  they  were 
brought  on  board.  I  did  not  see  them  when  they  came  on  board,  but 
when  they  were  taking  them  out.  I  think  they  were  taken  out  the  next 
day  after.  1  assisted  to  take  them  out.  I  was  the  last  that  was  called 
on.  They  came  in  a  great  splutter  to  get  them  out,  and  I  was  told  if  I 
would  make  haste  and  get  them  out  I  should  get  as  much  grog  as  we 
required.  I  helped  to  get  them  out.  A  vessel  of  war  was  in  port  at 
the  time — the  Grreyhound.  A  boat  came  off  from  her  with  Captain 
Hickley  on  board.  There  was  some  other  officer  with  Captain  Hickley. 
A  part  of  the  shell  was  on  deck  when  Captain  Hickley  came  on  board. 
There  was  a  vessel  and  lighter  alongside  receiving  the  shell.  Captain 
Hickley  did  not  remain  long  on  board.  After  we  got  our  dinners  we 
discharged  the  remainder  of  the  shell. 

his 
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Testimony  of  Daniel  Harvey,  sailor  on  hoard  the  Oreto. 

IN  THE  YICE-ADMIEALTY  COUET  OP  THE  BAHAMAS. 
OUE  SOVEEEIGN  LADY  THE  QUEBN  ^ 

VS.  >   Seizures. 

The  Beitish  Steamship  Oeeto,  hee  Tackle,  &c.  ) 

Daniel  Harvey,  being  duly  sworn,  states : 

I  know  the  steamship  Oreto ;  I  served  on  board  of  her ;  I  entered  on 
board  of  her  at  Liverpool  as  coal  trimmer.  I  signed  articles  on  3d 
March  to  a  voyage  to  Palermo,  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  any  port  or 
ports  in  the  West  Indies,  if  required,  and  to  a  final  port  of  discharge. 
I  left  Liverpool  on  that  voyage ;  I  do  not  know  what  day ;  lay  in-the 
river  eighteen  days.  A  passenger  quitted  Liverpool  by  the  name  of 
Mr.  Low,  as  far  as  I  heard  it,  and  I  saw  a  box  going  over  the  side  of 
the  vessel  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage  with  that  name  on  it.  My  general 
employment  on  board  of  the  Oreto  was  assisting  the  firemen.  We  did 
not  go  to  Palermo;  we  came  to  Nassau ;  it  was  our  first  port ;  Mr.  Low 
came  with  us ;  our  vessel  went  to  Cochrane's  Anchorage  after  we  came 
here.  Mr.  Low  landed  the  day  we  arrived  here  before  going  to  Coch- 
rane's Anchorage.  He  visited  the  vessel  while  at  Cochrane's  Anchor- 
age. Mr.  Low  gave  me  orders  to  do  particular  work ;  he  ordered  me 
to  make  travelers  for  the  boat's  masts,  awning  stanchions  for  dingy 
and  gig-boat.  I  did  one  awning  stanchion  for  the  boats ;  the  travelers 
I  finished.  After  I  made  the  travelers,  I  showed  them  to  Mr.  Allan, 
the  chief  engineer,  then  to  Captain  Duguid.  Mr.  Low  was  present  at 
the  time.  Mr.  Low  afterward '  said  that  they  would  do  very  well. 
This  "was  said  when  I  was  going  in  the  stoke-hole ;  the  captain  was  not 
then  present.  First,  Mr.  Allan  brought  me  a  paper  with  the  pattern  on  it, 
and  said  {hat  Mr.  Low  said  he  would  rather  have  them  made  out  of  iron 
than  wood.  Mr.  Low  and  captain  were  on  the  quarter-deck  at  the 
time ;  the  ship  was  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage.  I  first  got  my  orders 
about  the  stanchion  from  Mr.  Allan,  and  he  brought  me  the  paper  with 
the  pattern  on  it ;  that  was  the  second  day  after  we  came  around  to  the 
anchorage.  Mr.  Low  spoke  to  me  about  that  work,  and  asked  me  if  I 
had  finished  them  before  I  had  commenced  them.  He  did  not  speak  to 
me  again  about  them.  Mr.  Low  asked  me  if  I  would  like  to  remain 
by  the  vessel  for  a  commission — he  did  not  say  how  long ;  it  might  be 
two  or  three  years — as  greaser  and  blacksmith.  He  did  not  tell  me 
where  the  vessel  was  to  go  to.  This  conversation  took  place  two  or 
three  days  before  he  left  in  the  Nassau.  I  did  not  see  any  packages 
leave  the  Oreto  and  carried  on  board  the  Nassau  for  Mr.  Low. 

Cross-examined : 
Mr.  Allan  brought  me  a  paper  with  tbe  pattern  on  it,  and  said  Mr. 
Low  wished  me  to  make  my  stanchions  by  that  pattern.  Mr.  Low 
personally  told  me  that  he  had  some  jobs  for  me.  Mr.  Low  had  not 
mentioned  to  me  about  the  awning  stanchions  before  Mr.  Allan  gave 
me  the  paper,  but  he  told  me  he  had  some  work  for  me.  Mr.  Low  and 
Captain  Duguid  pointed  out  to  me  how  the  travelers  were  to  be  made; 
they  were  for  the  boats'  masts  to  work  up  and  down  the  saiL  I  have 
never  been  at  sea  before  out  on  a  foreign  voyage ;  I  have  been  on  coast- 
ing voyages  from  Londonderry  to  Liverpool.  I  have  served  part  of  my 
trade  as  blacksmith ;  I  have  not  run  away  from  it ;  I  am  only  resting 
a  while.  I  had  a  master  in  Liverpool ;  I  have  not  one  now,  as  I  am  not 
working  for  him.    I  am  not  aware  of  his  having  demanded  my  wages. 
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Eeexamined : 


I  "was  changed  from  office  of  coal  trimmer  to  that  of  greaser ;  my  em- 
ployment of  greaser  was  to  oil  the  engine  when  the  vessel  was  in  motion ; 
when  the  vessel  was  not  in  motion  I  was  employed  at  blacksmiths'  work. 
Mr.  Low  and  Mr.  Allan  told  me  I  was  to  be  so  employed ;  it  was  before 
Mr.  Allan  gave  me  the  plan  of  awning  stanchions  or  travelers. 

DANIEL  HAEYEY. 


Testimony  of  Walter  Irving. 

in  the  vice-admiralty  court  of  the  bahamas. 

Our  Sovereion  Lady  the  Queen        ) 

vs.  >  Seizures. 

The  Steamship  Oreto,  her  Tackle,  &c.  ) 

Walter  Irving  being  duly  sworn  states : 

1  know  the  steamship  Oreto.  I  shipped  on  board  of  her  as  a  fire- 
man, at  the  Sailors'  Home,  Liverpool,  on  the  3d  of  March.  I  joined 
her  on  the  4th.  1  went  on  board  on  the  4th,  about  half-past  8  in  the 
morning;  the  ship  was  then  in  the  Eoxteth  dock.  I  was  the  first 
fireman  or  sailor  on  board.  The  chief  engineer  was  there ;  I  met  him 
on  the  quay  when  I  went  down.  The  Oreto  was  commanded  by  Captain 
Duguid  ;  I  did  not  then  see  him.  It  took  about  four  hours  to  get  up 
steam.  I  proceeded  to  get  up  steam ;  the  places  were  all  locked,  and 
the  chief  engineer  gave  me  orders  to  break  open  the  locks ;  I  broke 
them  open.  I  was  joined  by  two  or  three  firemen  to  get  up  the  steam. 
Were  nearly  four  hours  getting  up  steam.  As  soon  as  the  gates  were 
open  she  went  out ;  she  Avent  out  at  full  speed ;  at  the  dock  gates  she 
carried  away  one  of  her  boats  and  a  piece  of  her  quarter ;  she  pro- 
ceeded dowri  the  river  to  an  anchor.  I  shipped  for  a  voyage  to 
Palermo,  and  any  port  or  ports  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  thence 
to  the  West  Indies,  if  required,  and  back  to  a  final  port  of  discharge 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  I  have  served  on  board  steamships  before; 
I  have  been  so  serving  six  or  seven  years.  The  Oreto  was  not  fitted  like 
the  steamships  I  have  been  serving  in  before,  there  were  things  on  board 
of  her,  which  I  never  saw  in  any  ship  I  have  been  serving  in  before.  The 
ships  I  have  been  serving  in  befoire  were  merchant  ships  and  passenger 
vessels.  I  did  not  see  any  cargo  on  board  the  Oreto,  only  stores ;  there 
was  what  they  called  a  magazine  on  board,  and  so  called  by  the  crew  of 
the  ship.  I  cannot  say  that  I  heard  the  officers  of  the  ship  call  it  a 
magazine.  There  were  what  they  called  shell  and  shot  boxes  on  deck. 
I  never  saw  shot  and  shell  boxes  on  board  of  the  steamers  I  served  in 
before.  I  never  saw  a  magazine  on  board  of  them.  I  think  about  eight- 
een days  that  we  were  anchored  in  the  river  and  then  went  out.  We 
did  not  go  to  Palermo ;  we  came  to  Nassau.  The  Oreto  sailed  under  the 
English  flag,  and  I  shipped  on  board  of  her  as  an  English  vessel.  I 
know  a  flag  they  call  the  confederate  flag.  I  saw  one  on  board  the  Oreto. 
I  saw  it  on  her  quarter-deck  about  a  fortnight  before  we  came  in  here, 
as  far  as  I  can  guess.  It  seemed  to  be  on  the  quarter-deck  among  other 
flags ;  there  was  an  American  and  French  flag.  There  was  a  passenger 
on  board  the  Oreto  named  Mr.  Low.  The  man  seemed  to  have  great 
interest  in  the  ship.  I  have  seen  him  take  the  sun  with  the  officers  of 
the  ship.  When  the  Oreto  first  arrived  here  she  was  anchored  outside 
the  harbor;  she  then  went  to  Cochrane's  Anchorage.    Mr.  Low  was  very 
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often  on  board.  Mr.  Low  superintended  the  putting  on  of  a  piece  of  cop- 
per ;  it  was  put  on  by  two  divers  from  the  shore ;  I  think  Mr.  Low  came 
with  them.  I  never  saw  Mr.  Low  do  anything  else  in  connection  with 
the  ship.  I  did  not  see  any  repairs  put  on  the  ship  at  Cochrane's  An- 
chorage. I  saw  the  men  fitting  blocks  all  the  spare  time  they  had ;  they 
were  called  "  gun-tackle  blocks  "  by  the  crew  of  the  ship ;  these  were  so 
called  while  they  were  working  at  them.  As  far  as  I  can  say  there  were 
twenty  or  more.  We  remained  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage  six  or  seven 
weeks,  and  then  came  into  this  harbor ;  she  has  not  been  out  of  the  harbor 
since.  I  saw  shell  come  on  board  of  her  and  going  out  of  her  again. 
We  were  lying  a  good  many  days  in  the  harbor  before  they  were  brought 
on  board.  They  were  brought  on  board,  I  think,  in  the  forepart  of  the 
day.  I  cannot  say  what  ship  they  came  from.  I  was  on  deck  when 
they  first  came  on  board.  I  did  not  assist  in  stowing  them,  and  I  do  not 
know  where  they  were  put ;  some  were  left  on  deck  and  some  carried 
below.  The  next  day  they  were  removed  ;  I  was  employed  in  removing 
them ;  all  hands  were  called  to  get  the  shell  out  of  her.  There  was  a 
'  schooner  and  a  lighter  brought  alongside  to  receive  the  shell.  Two  or 
three  gentlemen  were  on  board  at  the  time  we  were  getting  the  shell 
out.  We  were  told  that  as  it  was  a  hunied  job,  if  we  worked  smart  we 
would  get  as  much  liquor  as  we  could  drink ;  I  worked  very  smart.  The 
Greyhound  was  in  the  harbor.  A  boat  came  on  board  from  the  Grey- 
hound with  Captain  Hickley,  and  he  stopped  the  landing  of  the  shell. 
There  were  about  sixty  at  that  time  on  board  the  ship.  There  were  a 
good  many  cases  on  deck  when  the  captain  of  the  Greyhound  came  on 
board,  and  about  sixty  below.  The  captain  of  the  Greyhound  went 
away  immediately.  After  he  left  all  the  shell  was  removed.  They  would 
not  give  the  men  time  to  get  their  dinner. 

Cross-examined :  ■ 
There  were  sixteen  men  in  my  squad ;  I  did  not  have  the  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  most  worthless  in  the  lot;  I  am  able  and  willing  to 
do  my  duty.  I  saw  the  confederate  flag  on  the  quarter-deck ;  what  I 
call  the  confederate  flag  is,  three  stripes,  top  corner  blue,  with  white 
stars  in  it.  I  saw  the  confederate  flag  before  I  joined  the  Oreto  ;  I  saw 
it  flying  in  Liverpool ;  I  was  opposite  the  funnels  of  the  stoke-hole 
when  I  saw  the  flag  on  the  quarter-deck ;  it  was  spread  out  opposite  the 
engine-room  hatchway — that  is,  on  what  I  call  the  quarter-deck.  The 
French  and  American  flag,  with  many  others,  and  also  pendants ;  I  can- 
not say  that  there  was  a  confederate  pendant ;  there  might  have  been ; 
I  have  seen  many  other  flags  there  before,  but  only  saw  the  confederate 
flag  on  that  day.  It  was  about  a  fortnight  before  I  came  into  this  i)ort 
that  I  saw  it,  and  I  have  not  seen  it  since  on  board.  When  I  went  to 
Cochrane's  Anchorage  I  was  knocked  off  duty  for  refusing  to  do  duty 
that  I  did  not  know  anything  about ;  that  was  holy-stoning  the  decks 
and  doing  sailor's  work ;  I  never  put  a  broom  on  the  deck  of  the  ship 
or  holy-stone  them  since  I  was  on  board  that  ship ;  not  on  the  upper 
deck ;  I  know  what  holy-stoning  is ;  I  never  did  that  on  board  the 
Oreto,  or  any  other  ship  I  have  been  in.  I  did  not  assist  in  strapping 
the  blocks;  I  cannot  strap  a  block  ;  I  know  a  double  and  single  block ; 
I  know  a  luff-tackle  block  when  I  see  it  reeved ;  most  of  them  were 
double  blocks  that  I  saw  them  strapping  ;  there  were  a  few  single  blocks 
among  them ;  they  were  called  gun-tackle  blocks  by  the  crew  of  the  ship, 
but  I  do  not  know  myself  what  they  were. 

Eeexamined : 
The  confederate  flag  that  I  saw  on  board  the  Oreto  was  the  very  same 
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sort  of  flag  that  I  saw  flying  in  Liverpool,  and  I  have  seen  many  flying 
in  this  harbor.  I  did  not  consider  it  my  duty  to  do  the  work  that  I  was 
ordered  to  do  at  Gochrane's  Anchorage ;  it  was  not  what  I  shipped  to  do. 

his 

WALTEE  +  IKVING. 

mark. 


Testimony  of  Peter  Seinson,  sailor  on  hoard  the  Oreto, 
in  the  vice-admikalty  court  op  the  bahamas. 
Our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen   } 
The  British  Steamship  Oreto,  her  ''  *^^^^'^^- 


tackle,  &c. 

Peter  Heinson,  being  duly  sworn,  states : 

I  know  the  steamship  Oreto.  I  shipped  on  board  of  her  at  Liverpool 
for  Palermo,  and  any  other  port  or  ports  in  the  Mediterranean :  thence 
to  a  port  or  ports  in  the  West  Indies,  if  required,  and  to  a  port  of  dis- 
charge in  the  United  Kingdom.  I  signed  articles  on  the  3d  March  at 
the  Sailor's  Home ;  I  went  on  board  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d ;  she  was 
then  in  the  Toxteth  dock ;  the  other  seamen  came  on  board  about  the 
same  time ;  I  shipped  as  a  seaman ;  that  afternoon  steam  was  not  up ; 
I  went  on  board  next  morning,  about  8  o'clock,  and  I  don't  think  steam 
was  then  up ;  she  went  out  of  dock  between  11  and  12 ;  she  went  out 
pretty  smart ;  I  don't  know  why  we  went  into  the  river  and  anchored ; 
and  we  lay  there  about  eighteen  days.  We  had  a  passenger ;  heard  him 
called  Mr.  Low.  I  know  Captain  JDuguid ;  he  is  the  captain.  When  I 
sailed  I  believed  I  was  going  to  Palermo.  At  first  we  steered  south-south- 
west, and  afterward  a  course  which  I  knew  would  not  take  us  to  Pal- 
ermo. The  Oreto  was  fitted  just  as  she  is  at  the  present  time.  I  have 
never  served  in  the  navy.  I  have  been  at  sea  since  1850.  I  have  not 
been  in  steamboats  before ;  I  have  been  in  sailing  vessels.  I  have  never 
been  on  board  of  one  fitted  like  her.  This  was  the  first  port  we  came 
into.  We  anchored-  outside,  near  the  light-house,  and  then  went  to  an 
anchorage  to  the  back  of  the  island.  I  don't  recollect  if  Mr.  Lowe  went 
to  the  anchorage.  I  do  not  know  if  there  was  any  cargo  in  her ;  there 
were  four  cases,  but  I  do  not  know  what  was  in  them  ;  there  is  no  place 
for  cargo.  I  do  not  know  where  the  vessel  was  to  go  to  from  here ;  she 
sailed  under  the  English  flag;  I  did  not  see  any  flag  of  other  nations 
on  board.  Mr.  Low  acted  as  a  passenger.  One  day  we  fell  in  jvith  a 
ship ;  I  saw  no  flag ;  I  judged  her  to  be  a  North  American  ship,  and  he, 
Mr.  Low,  sung  out  starboard  and  port  to  the  helmsman.  The  vessel 
hailed  us ;  they  asked  latitude  and  longitude ;  I  cannot  say  if  she  gave 
her  name ;  they  said  something,  but  I  can't  tell  what  it  was ;  Mr.  Low 
did  not  say  anything.  While  the  Oreto  lay  at  the  anchorage  nothing 
was  done  but  to  put  a  sheet  of  copper  on ;  nothing  was  done  in  particu- 
lar ;  blocks  were,  strapped — two  sheaf-blocks.  1  had  orders  from  the 
chief  mate  to  get  the  gun-tackle  blocks  strapped,  and  to  do  them  as 
neat  as  possible,  as  they  would  have  to  be  handed  over  to  some  person 
else,  and  there  might  be  no  fault  found  with  them ;  he  did  not  say  who 
they  were  to  be  handed  over  to.  I  have  heard  some  boxes  called  shot- 
lockers  on  board  the  Oreto ;  they  were  along  the  side ;  can't  say  whether 
a  magazine  on  board ;  don't  properly  know  where  it  is;  don't  know  what 
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light-rooms  are ;  never  heard  captain  say  anything  .about  gun- tackle 
blocks.  Mr,  Low  came  on  board  whilst  we  were  at  Cochraue's ;  people 
came  with  him ;  I  have  seen  him  going  about  the  ship  pointing  out  what 
was  about  the  ship.  There  were  no  guns  on  board  ;  the  blocks  were  too 
small  for  luff-tackle  blocks ;  they  can  be  used  on  board  a  merchant  vessel ; 
they  are  used  for  several  purposes,  but  not  such  a  quantity ;  there  were 
more  than  were  necessary  for  the  usual  use  of  the  vessel.  I  never  heard  any 
one  say  where  the  Oreto  was  going ;  the  captain  told  us  he  believed  she 
was  going  to  Havana.  We  afterward  came  into  the  harbor,  some  shell 
was  put  on  board;  it  was  stowed  underneath  the  cabin;  some  was  put 
on  board  in  the  evening,  and  some  next  morning ;  we  had  just  finished 
before  dinner,  when  we  were  told  to  discharge  them  again  after  dinner; 
and  we  set  to  work  to  get  them  out,  and  worked  very  hard ;  I  did  not 
hear  anything  about  grog,  but  I  got  grog  that  same  day.  The  captain 
of  the  Greyhound  came  on  board  that  day ;  I'was  down  below,  and  when 
I  came  on  deck  I  saw  the  captain  of  the  Greyhound.  1  don't  know  if 
the  custom-house  officer  was  on  board.  The  shell  was  discharged  that 
day;  nothing  else  was  brought  on  board  that  day. 

Cross-examined : 
I  was  forward  when  I  heard  Mr.  Low  give  order  to  man  at  helm  ;  I 
was  forward ;  Mr.  Low  was  amidship,  captain  close  alongside  of  him. 
I  don't  know  when  Low  was  repeating  captain's  order ;  not  usual  to 
pass  Avord  aft  to  man  at  wheel;  sometimes  captain's  orders  are  repeat- 
ed ;  after  shells  discharged,  called  up  next  morning  to  get  anchor  up ; 
did  not  obey  order ;  refused  unless  captain  of  Greyhound  or  governor 
of  island  would  insure  them  British  protection.  Eefused  to  take  up 
anchor,  because  we  had  suspicion  about  the  ship  for  bringing  us  here 
instead  of  taking  us  to  Palermo ;  ordered  two  mornings  to  take  up 
anchor ;  disobeyed  both  times.  Did  not  mutiny — only  wanted  to  be  sure 
of  British  ijrotectiou.  Captain  said  he  believed  she  was  going  to 
Havana.  He  said  she  had  cleared  for  Havana,  and  he  believed  she  was 
going  there.  We  still  refused  to  obey  orders.  We  were  in  consequence 
summoned  to  go  before  a  magistrate.  He  advised  us  to  take  what  was 
offered  to  us.  I  did  not  claim  my  discharge.  All  the  crew  that  were 
summoned  were  in  the  police  office.  Crew  did  not  say  they  would  elect 
to  take  their  discharge,  and  would  quit  the  ship  and  look  for  their 
rights.  We  did  not  like  our  discharge  then,  and  asked  when  we  could 
get  our  clothes.  Eemember  meeting  the  captain  neat  the  police  office. 
I  demanded  nothing  from  him.  I  heard  some  ask  for  a  boat  to  go 
on  board  again.  We  did  not  all  ask  for  a  boat  to  go  on  board  and  get 
our  clothes.  Went  on  board  the  Oreto  again  about  4  p.  m. ;  did  not 
have  any  arrangement  with  the  captain  that  we  should  all  go  on  board 
at  that  hour  and  get  our  clothes.  Went  on  board  about  4  o'clock ;  did 
not  bring  my  clothes  on  deck.  Saw  two  hammocks  and  some  chests  on 
deck ;  they  belonged  to  some  of  the  crew ;  I  did  not  intend  to  quit  ship 
that  night ;  I  was  ordered  out  of  her  by  the  captain ;  took  my  clothes  on 
shore  and  went  to  the  Matanzas  Hotel;  remained  there  three  days;  I  in- 
tended to  go  back  to  Oreto,  when  I  was  ordered  by  some  higher  author- 
ity ;  went  by  order  of  the  captain  of  the  Greyhound,  and  have  remained 
there  since ;  I  have  been  fed  by  the  captain  of  the  Greyhound ;  not  by  any 
officer  of  the  Oreto.  I  have  had  provisions  from  the  Greyhound  cooked 
on  board  the  Oreto.    I  do  not  know  what  cooking  utensils  were  used. 

PETER  HEIISrSOX. 
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Testimony  of  Thomas  Joseph  Waters. 
in  the  vice-admiralty  court  op  the  bahamas. 

Our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen  ) 

vs.  L<a  ■ 

The  British  Steamship  Oreto,  her  f  ^^izure. 
tackle,  &c.  3 

Thomas  Joseph  Waters,  being  duly  sworn,  states : 

I  met  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Low  once  or  twice.  I  heard  that 
lie  had  come  out  in  the  Oreto.  I  left  this  some  short  time  ago  in  a  ves- 
sel called  the  ISTassau.  Mr.  Low  was  a  passenger  with  me  in  that  ves- 
sel. We  were  bound,  I  believe,  for  a  confederate  port.  I  wished  to  get 
to  Charleston.  I  do  not  know  where  the  vessel  was  bound  to.  We 
were  captured  off  Wilmington  by  a  Federal  war  steamship  called  the 
State  of  Georgia  and  a  gunboat  called  the  Victoria.  When  I  say  a  Fed- 
eral war  steamer  and  gunboat  I  mean  vessels  belonging  to  the  United 
States.  At  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  vessel  we  were  running  for 
Wilmington.  The  port  of  Wilmington  was  at  that  time  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Confederate  States.  After  the  capture  of  the  vessel  she  was 
carried  to  Fort  Monroe,  and  afterwards  to  New  York.  Mr.  Low  was 
carried  with  the  vessel ;  he  was  brought  before  the  prize  court  of  New 
York,  examined,  and  set  at  liberty. 

T.  J,  WATERS. 


Report  of  the  case  of  the  Oreto  or  Florida  in  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  of 
the  Bahamas.  PuhUslied  by  the  British  government  as  an  appendix  to 
the  Alexandra  case. 

in  the  vice-admiralty  court  op  the  bahamas. 

Our  Sovereign  Lady  The  Queen  ) 

vs. 
The  British  Steamship  Oreto,  her  tackle, 
&c.,   seized   by   Commander   Henry    Dennis  )■ 
Hickley,  esq.,  commanding  Her  Majesty's  ship 
Greyhound,  for  an  alleged  breach  of  foreign 
enlistment  act.  J 

Decree  of  his  honor  the  judge,  pronounced  in  the  above  case  on  the  2d  day 

of  August,  A.  D.  1862. 

The  advocate  general,  the  Hon.  G.  O.  Anderson,  on  behalf  of  the  Crown. 

Bruce  L.  Burnside,  esquire,  on  behalf  of  the  claimant. 

The  British  steamship  Oreto  bas  been  seized  by  the  commander  of 
Her  Majesty's  ship  Greyhound  on  the  alleged  ground,  as  app  ears  by  the 
libel,  that  James  Alexander  Duguid^  now  or  lately  master  of  the  said 
ship,  and  others  exercising  authority  over  her,  have,  without  leave  of 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bahamas, 
attempted  to  equip,  furnish,  and  fit  out  the  said  steamship  Oreto,  with 
intent  that  she  should  be  employed  in  the  service  of  certain  persons 
exercising  or  assuming  to  exercise  the  powers  of  government  in  certain 
States  claiming  to  be  designated  and  known  as  the  Confederate  States 
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of  America,  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  being  at  the  time  at 
peace  with  the  said  United  States,  and  have  thereby  acted  in  violation 
of  the  act  59  Geo.  3,  c.  69,  commonly  known  as  the  foreign  enlistment 
act. 

Now,  to  support  the  libel  it  is  necessary  that  proof  should  be  given — 
1st,  that  the  aforesaid  iiarties,  having  charge  of  the  Oreto  while  the 
vessel  was  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  vice- admiralty  court  of  the 
Bahamas,  attempted  to  equip,  furnish,  and  fit  her  out  as  a  vessel  of 
war;  2d,  that  such  attempt  was  made  with  the  intent  that  she  should 
be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America;  and, 
3d,  that  such  service  was  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America.  Witnesses  have  accordingly 
been  produced  to  prove  that  the  Oreto  is  constructed  for  and  fitted  as 
a  war  vessel ;  that  acts  have  been  done  in  her  since  she  came  to  Nassau 
which  constitute  an  attempt  to  equip,  fit,  and  arm  her  as  a  vessel  of 
war.  That  from  certain  conversations  which  were  overheard  between 
the  piaster  of  the  vessel  and  a  person  who  came  out  passenger  in  her, 
and  from  certain  acts  done  by  this  person,  there  is  proof  that  she  was 
intended  for  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  to 
cruise  against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  ^ 

It  has  been  contended  by  the  proctor  for  the  respondents  that  proof 
ought  also  to  have  been  given  that  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  was  at  peace 
with  the  United  States  of  America,  as  the  court  cannot  take  judicial 
notice  of  that  fact.  That  it  ought  to  have  been  i:)roved  that  there  is 
such  a  place  as  the  Confederate  Statesof  America,  and  that  proof  should 
have  been  given  that  no  leave  had.  been  obtained  to  fit  the  Oreto  as  a 
vessel  of  war.  Without  entering  further  into  the  subject,  I  will  dismiss 
these  points  by  stating  my  opinion,  that  the  court  is  bound  to  take  judi- 
cial notice  of  Her  Majesty's  proclamations,  and  that  in  the  proclama- 
tion of  th6  13th  of  May,  1862,  the  Confederate  States  of  America  are 
named,  and  it  is  also  alleged  that  Her  Majesty  is  at  peace  with  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  that  as  the  allegation  in  the  libel,  that 
there  was  no  license  from  Her  Majesty  to  fit  the  Oreto  as  a  vessel  of 
war,  has  not  been  traversed,  the  court  has  a  right  to  assume  that  it  is 
admitted. 

A  responsive  plea  has  been  put  in  by  the  defendants : 

1.  Denying  that  there  was  any  agent  of  the  owners  or  persons  inter- 
ested in  the  Oreto  of  the  name  of  John  Lowe,  on  board  of  her,  as 
affirmed  in  the  libel ;  that  the  said  Lowe  was  merely  a  passenger,  and 
never  exercised  any  power  or  control  over  the  vessel. 

2.  Denying  that  James  Alexander  Duguid,  the  captain,  or  any  per- 
son exercising  authority  over  the  said  steamship,  attempted  to  equip^ 
furnish,  or  fit  out  the  said  ship  with  intent  that  she  should  be  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to  cruise  and  com- 
mit hostilities  against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

3.  That  while  the  Oreto  lay  in  the  river  Mersey,  immediately  previous 
to  her  sailing  for  this  port,  British  men-of-war  frequently  passed  and 
repassed  her,  and  that  she  was  at  all  times  in  a  conspicuous  and  public 
position  without  having  been  seized  or  arrested,  or  subjected  to  deten- 
tion, and  that  she  quitted  Liverpool  in  the  open  day  without  any  man- 
ner of  haste  or  secrecy  ;  that  the  master,  while  she  was  so  lying  in  the 
Mersey  waiting  instructions  from  the  owner,  directed  the  mate  to  employ 
the  crew  during  their  leisure  hours  in  doing  ordinary  ship's  work,  fitting 
gear,  strapping  blocks,  &c.,  during  which  time,  as  well  as  after  she 
sailed,  certain  spare  blocks  which  were  then  on  board,  and  which  were 
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intended  solely  for  the  use  of  the  ship  as  part  and  parcel  of  her  rigging, 
and  not  in  any  way  whatever  as  blocks  for  gun  tackles,  or  as  a  part  of 
the  furniture  of  guns,  were  strapped  by  the  said  crew,  and  the  said 
blocks  were  never  known  or  called  as  gnu-tackle  blocks,  until  a  certain 
Edward  Jones,  a  man  of  infamous  and  abandoned  character,  who  had 
been  shipped  on  board  in  the  capacity  of  boatswain,  called  them  gun- 
tackle  blocks.  That  neither  the  said  Alexander  Duguid,  nor  any  per- 
son whatsoever,  having  authority  over  the  said  steamship  during  the 
time  she  was  at  the  port  of  Nassau,  ever  gave  any  orders  or  directions 
to  strap  blocks  as  gun-tackle  blocks,  or  to  strap  any  blocks  whatever. 
But  any  blocks  which  may  have  been  strapped  on  board  the  said  ship 
was  done  by  the  seamen  of  the  Oreto  in  their  ordinary  avocations,  and 
is  always  done  on  board  merchant  ships  in  order  that  they  might  have 
employment  on  board,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  the  Oreto  as  a 
vessel  of  war. 

4.  That  no  faith  or  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  the  depositions  of 
Charles  Ward,  a  witness  for  the  party  jjroponent;  that  he  is  a  man  of 
abandoned  character,  and  is  actuated  by  malicious  and  vindictive  feel- 
ings against  the  said  James  Alexander  Duguid,  and  has  sworn  falsely 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  an  avowed  intention  of  doing  an  injury 
to  the  said  J.  A.  Duguid. 

On  the  evidence  given  in  support  of  this  plea  I  shall  remark  as  I  pro- 
ceed. 

The  evidence  which  has  been  i^roduced  in  support  of  the  prosecution 
may  be  classed  into  two  parts : 

1st.  That  which  relates  to  circumstances  which  occurred  before  the 
vessel  arrived  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  admiralty  court  of  this 
colony. 

2d.  That  which  applies  to  facts  done  subsequently  to  such  arrival. 

To  the  first  division  belong  the  construction  and  fitting  of  the  vessel 
before  she  left  England,  the  flags  or  other  materials  which  she  had  on 
board  when  she  sailed,  and  the  conversations  or  remarks  of  the  parties 
in  charge  of  her  while  on  her  passage  from  England. 

To  the  second  division  belong  the  proceedings  on  board  the  vessel 
after  her  arrival  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bahamas  vice-admiralty 
court. 

From  the  eAddence  appertaining  to  the  first  division  I  abstract  the 
following,  which  is  all  that  I  think  in  any  degree  material : 

Mr.  Wynne  Fitzjames  Duggan,  the  chief  mate  of  the  Oreto,  says:  "  I 
am  chief  officer  of  the  Oreto.  The  number  of  men,  all  told,  on  board, 
was  fifty-two  or  fifty- three.  I  believe  that  was  an  ordinary  crew.  We 
had  not  too  many.  We  had  no  cargo.  The  Oreto  was  fitted  (when  she 
left  England)  as  she  is  now.  All  vessels  are  not  fitted  alike.  I  have 
seen  some  ships  fitted  with  regard  to  bolts  in  ports  as  she  is.  I  have 
seen  vessels  intended  to  carry  cargo  fitted  as  she  is.  Some  of  Green's 
and  Wigram's  ships  are  so  fitted.  There  was  a  passenger  on  board 
whose  name  was  Lowe.  He  did  not,  to  my  knowledge,  exercise  any 
authority  over  the  ship." 

In  the  cross-examination,  Mr.  Duggan  says:  "  I  had  access  to  every 
part  of  the  Oreto.  1  have  gone  right  through  the  vessel.  I  have  never 
seen  any  implements  of  war  or  any  ammunition  on  board  of  her.  The 
shot-boxes,  were  full  of  cabbages,  turnips,  and  potatoes." 

William  Porter,  a  seaman  of  the  Oreto,  deposes  that  the  vessel  had 
no  stowage  room  for  cargo.  She  was  not  fitted  as  merchant  vessels 
usually  are.  She  had  a  magazine.  He  says:  "I  believe  there  were 
shell  rooms.   I  was  in  a  room  where  shells  were  stowed.    She  had  light- 
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rooms.  They  are  not  usually  iu  mercliant  vessels.  She  had  boxes  for 
shot.  She  had  two  gigs,  a  life-boat,  pinnace,  and  dingey.  I  took  her 
to  be  a  gun-boat. 

"  We  had  a  passenger  named  Lowe  on  board.  As  far  as  I  could  see, 
Mr.  Lowe  had  a  little  authority  on  board.  Oh  one  of  the  mess  kids 
being  broken,  I  heard  Mr.  Lowe  say  to  Captain  Duguid  he  ought  to 
take  better  care  of  the  things.  Mr.  Lowe  has  given  me  different  orders, 
and  told  me  to  steer  different  courses  when  I  was  at  the  helm." 

Cross-examined:  "I  cannot  say  whether  Captain  Duguid  knew  it;  I 
might  have  been  reprimanded  if  he  had." 

Peter  Hanson,  a  seaman  of  the  Oreto,  says:  "The  Oreto  (meaning 
when  she  sailed  from  England)  was  fitted  just  as  she  is  at  the  present 
time.  I  have  not  been  in  steamboats  before.  I  have  been  in  sailing 
vessels.  I  have  never  been  on  board  one  fitted  like  the  Oreto.  There 
is  no  place  for  cargo." 

Walter  Irving,  a  fireman  of  the  Oreto,  states:  "I  have  served  on  board 
steamships  before ;  I  have  been  so  serving  six  or  seven  years.  The  Oreto 
was  not  fitted  like  steamships  I  have  been  serving  in  before ;  they  were 
merchant  ships  and  passenger  vessels.  I  did  not  see  any  cargo  on  board 
the  Oreto ;  there-were  shot  and  shell  boxes,  and  a  place  which  the  crew 
called  a  magazine.  I  know  a  flag  they  called  the  confederate  flag;  I 
saw  one  on  board  the  Oreto ;  I  saw  it  on  the  quarter-deck  before  we 
came  in  here ;  I  saw  it  among  other  flags.  There  was  an  American  and 
a  French  flag.  There  was  a  passenger  on  board  named  Mr.  Lowe ;  he 
seemed  to  have  great  interest  in  the  ship." 

With  respect  to  the  flag  mentioned  by  this  man,  I  will  observe  that 
had  there  been  a  confederate  flag  on  board  the  Oreto  I  should  not  con- 
sider it  as  very  powerful  evidence,  inasmuch  as  it  was  with  American, 
French,  and  other  flags,  and  might  have  been  sent  on  board  with  a  gen- 
eral assortment  of  flags,  which  many  merchant  vessels  have.  But  it 
will  be  seen  that  Captain  Duguid,  in  his  examination,  swears  that  there 
was  no  confederate  flag  on  board.  He  states  that  when  the  flags  were 
sent  on  board  the  ship  at  Liverpool  they  were  wrapped  up  in  separate 
papers  and  marked  with  their  respective  names;  that  seeing  one  marked 
"confederate  flag,"  he  immediately  sent  it  ashore,  fearing  that  the  pos- 
session of  such  a  flag  might  involve  them  in  some  trouble  should  they 
be  boarded  by  an  American  vessel  of  war.  Drawing  my  conclusions 
from  the  manner  in  which  his  evidence  was  given,  and  all  the  accompa- 
nying circumstances,  I  cannot  but  be  of  the  opinion  that  there  was  no 
confederate  flag  on  board  after  the  ship  left  Liverpool,  and,  consequently, 
that  the  witness,  Walter  Irving,  and  the  man  Ward,  who  gives  evidence 
to  the  same  effect,  have  stated,  as  far  as  regards  the  confederate  flag, 
what  is  not  true. 

Thomas  JRobinson,  a  fireman  of  the  Oreto,  states:  "I  have  served  on 
board  of  ocean  steamers,  in  the  Great  Britain  and  Great  Eastern  steam- 
ships, and  in  the  Cunard  line  of  boats;  there  was  a  great  difference  in 
the  fitting  of  the  Oreto." 

John  Quin,  a  fireman  of  the  Oreto,  says :  "  I  have  been  to  sea  ten 
years ;  I  have  been  employed  in  merchants'  steamboats,  in  passenger 
vessels,  and  vessels  carrying  troops.  I  never  served  on  board  a  steam 
vessel  in  the  merchant  service  fitted  out  like  the  Oreto." 

Charles  Ward,  the  steward  of  the  Oreto,  says :  "  The  Oreto  had  not 
the  appearance  of  such  merchant  vessels  as  I  have  been  in  before. 
There  were  shot-lockers,  and  a  magazine,  gun-room,  shell-room,  &c. 

"  Mr.  Lowe  was  a  passenger  in  her ;  four  or  five  days  after  we  sailed 
he  came  to  me  and  told  me  to  be  careful  and  keep  an  account  of  every- 
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thing,  as  it  would  be  saving  a  good  deal  of  trouble  wlien  the  crew  would 
be  leaving,  and  her  guns  and  ammunition  put  on  board,  and  a  new  crew 
shipped,  and  very  likely  everything  would  be  done  in  a  hurry,  and  he 
said  he  would  reward  me  handsomely.  I  have  heard  him  repeatedly  tell 
the  captain  to  get  things  done  as  he  wanted  them  done  in  the  ship,  and 
he  was  guided  by  Mr.  Lowe  on  the  voyage  in  the  working  of  the  ship 
and  getting  things  done ;  this  has  happened  several  times.  I  heard  the 
captain,  Mr.  Lowe,  and  the  chief  engineer  speak  with  regard  to  the  ship. 
I  always  understood  them  to  say  she  was  fitted  for  the  southern  govern- 
ment as  a  gunboat,  whether  for  the  government  or  a  private  gentleman 
I  cannot  say ;  they  were  conversing  in  the  cabin. 

"  There  was  a  flag  in  the  captain's  cabin ;  it  had  one  white  stripe  and 
two  red  ones  on  each  side  of  the  white,  and  in  the  corner  there  was  blue, 
with  stars  in  it.  I  don't  know  the  secession  flag.  I  heard  Mr.  Lowe 
tell  the  captain  that  he  treated  the  slaves  on  his  plantation  better  than 
he  (the  captain)  treated  the  men.  Mr.  Lowe  stated  that  he  would  make 
a  diiferent  arrangement  when  he  came  to  port,  and  he  did. 

"  I  heard  Mr.  Lowe  tell  Captain  Duguid  to  get  those  gun-tackle  blocks 
shipped  and  put  away,  nat  to  be  used  for  any  purpose  at  present.  This 
was  before  we  came  here." 

With  respect  tq  this  evidence,  I  will  here  observe  that  Charles  Ward 
had  been  imprisoned  by  Captain  Duguid  for  some  alleged  misconduct; 
tliat  he  gave  his  evidence  evidently  under  feelings  of  resentment.  !N"ow, 
when  the  meaning  of  any  conversation  or  remark  he  may  have  heard 
depends  so  much  on  the  ipsissima  verba  which  were  spoken,  the  inferences 
which  he  may  draw  from  them  may  be  such  as  their  import  did  not  jus- 
tify, and  this  evidence  must,  therefore,  be  received  with  great  caution. 
The  slightest  difference  in  the  words  made  use  of  in  a  conversation  or 
observation,  or  the  occasion  which  caused  it,  may  give  that  conversa- 
tion or  remark  an  entirely  different  meaning  from  that  which  the  speaker 
intended  to  convey ;  and  it  does  appear  to  me  rather  unlikely  that  con- 
versation or  remark  of  this  nature  should  have  taken  place  in  the 
presence  of  the  steward,  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  place,  within 
hearing  distance,  where  he  would  be  very  likely  to  be. 

Captain  Duguid  has  sworn  that  no  conversation  as  Ward  describes 
took  place.  Captain  Duguid's  statement  is  worth,  at  least,  as  much  as 
Ward's ;  I  shall,  therefore,  not  consider  these  conversations  to  have  been 
Xjroved.  It  is  true,  as  was  stated  by  the  advocate  general,  that  Captain 
Duguid  may  be  an  interested  witness ;  to  what  extent  he  may  be  so  I 
do  not  know,  but  if  the  evidence  of  an  interested  witness  may  be  legally 
given,  although  it  should  be  received  with  caution,  it  certainly  is  not 
invalidated  on  that  account.  Captain  Duguid  states  in  his  evidence 
that  Ward  threatened  when  he  came  out  of  jail  to  fix  him  and  the  ship 
too.  Ward  denies  having  used  this  threat,  but  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  he  did.  However,  let  one  assertion  be  placed  against  the  other ; 
yet  I  must  say  that  I  did  not  feel  at  all  satisfied  with  the  manner  in 
which  Ward  gave  his  evidence.  He  says:  "Mr.  Lowe  told  me  to  be 
careful  and  keep  an  account  of  everything,  as  it  would  be  saving  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  when  the  crew  would  be  leaving  and  the  guns  and  the 
ammunition  put  on  board  and  a  new  crew  shipped." 

l>row,  allowing  that  there  could  be  any  connection  between  the  things 
which  a  steward  would  have  charge  of  and  the  leaving  of  the  crew,  which 
I  do  not  see,  what  possible  connection  could  they  have  with  the  shipping 
of  guns  and  ammunition  ?  I  cannot  but  think  it  highly  improbable  that 
Mr.  Lowe  would  have  made  so  uncalled-for,  so  irrelevant,  and,  to  a 
stranger,  as  this  steward  was  to  him,  so  imprudent  a  speech.    Again,  he 
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says  Captain  Duguid  was  guided  by  Mr.  Lowe  during  the  voyage  in  the 
working  of  the  ship.  Can  anything  be  more  improbable  than  this?  He 
says  in  another  part  of  his  evidence,  "  I  heard  Mr.  Lowe  tell  Captain 
Duguid  to  get  those  gun-tackle  blocks  strapped,  and  to  put  them  away, 
not  to  be  used  for  anything  at  present.    This  was  before  we  came  here." 

This  Captain  Dug'uid  denies,  and,  as  I  said  before,  Duguid's  oath  is 
certainly  as  much  to  be  relied  on  as  Mr.  Ward's. 

The  observations  which  I  made  respecting  the  confederate  flag  when 
commenting  on  the  evidence  of  Walter  Irving,  apply  equally  to  the  evi- 
dence of  Ward.  I  will  only  add  that  I  think  it  very  wonderful  that  he 
should  have  been  so  long  both  in  Liverpool  and  here,  and  not  know  a 
confederate  flag. 

Captain  Hickley,  after  stating  certain  motives  which  induced  him  to 
go  on  board  the  Oreto,  to  examine  her,  gives  the  following  evidence : 

"At  noon  on  the  10th  of  June  1  went  on  board  the  Oreto  with  some 
oflcers  and  men,  for  the  purpose  of  thoroughly  examining  her,  and 
found  her  discharging  what  I  supposed  to  be  shell,  at  the  time  of  going 
on  board.  I  should  have  followed  out  my  intention  of  thoroughly 
searching  the  vessel ;  but  as  she  was  clearing  at  the  time  and  the  con- 
signee assured  me  that  she  had  cleared  in  ballast  for  the  Havana,  and 
as  I  actually  thought  this  was  the  case,  this  testimony  being  strength- 
ened by  that  of  the  revenue  officer,  I  thought  further  interference  on 
my  part  unnecessary,  and  so  I  quitted  the  ship."  After  some  few  de- 
tails, to  which  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  advert,  he  goes  on  to  say : 
"  I  quitted  the  ship  with  the  understanding  that  I  was  to  again  visit 
her  previous  to  her  leaving ;  some  days  elapsed,  and  being  convinced  in 
my  own  mind  that  the  vessel  was  not  acting  in  good  faith,  I  determined 
before  leaving  to  make  a  thorough  overhaul ;  accordingly  on  the  13th 
day  of  June  I  proceeded  on  board  with  the  officers  and  men  chosen,  on 
its  being  reported  to  me  that  the  vessel  had  cleared  in  ballast  by  the 
consignee.  On  my  first  going  over  her  side,  the  captain  informed  me 
that  the  crew  had  refused  to  get  the  anchor  up  unless  they  got  a  guar- 
antee from  myself  or  the  governor  as  to  where  she  was  going;  and  on 
the  captain  calling  the  crew  aft,  and  requesting  them  to  state  their 
grievances  to  me,  the  men  did  so  in  what  I  consider  an  orderlj'  and 
proper  manner,  and  in  no  mutinous  spirit  whatever,  as  far  as  I  am  capa- 
ble of  judging.  I  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  vessel,  and  found  her 
in  evei'y  respect  fitted  as  a  war  vessel,  precisely  the  same  as  vessels  of 
a  similar  cla^  in  Her  Majesty's  navy.  She  has  a  magazine  and  light- 
rooms  forward,  handing-room,  and  handing-scuttle  for  jiowder  as  in  war 
vessels,  shell-rooms,  all  fitted  as  in  men-of-war,  a  regular  lower  deck 
with  hammock-hooks,  mess  shelves,  &c.,  &c.,  as  in  our  own  war  vessels ; 
her  cabin  accommodations  and  fittings  generally  being  those  as  fitted  in 
vessels  of  her  own  class  in  the  navy.  After  making  this  thorough  in- 
vestigation, I  quitted  the  vessel  to  make  my  report  to  his  excellency  the 
governor  and  the  law  officer  of  the  Crown.  On  Sunday  the  15th,  the 
boatswain  and  a  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  Oreto  having  made  reports 
to  me  that  I  thought  made  it  incumbent  on  me  as  a  public  officer  to  act 
promptly  on,  I  forthwith  seized  the  Oreto,  concluding  that  his  excel- 
lency was  in  church  at  the  time,  and  made  him  acquainted  with  it  as 
soon  after  church  as  possible.  1  received  a  protest  that  afternoon,  and 
a  letter  the  following  day,  against,  and  calliug'for  an  explanation  of,  my 
proceedings  on  behalf  of  the  captain,  on  the  seizure  of  Sunday.  A  cor- 
respondence took  place  between  myself,  his  escellency,  and  the  law  offi- 
cer of  the  Crown,  which  ended  in  my  releasing  the  Oreto  on  Tuesday 
the  17th ;  and  on  the  vessel  being  released  on  this  occasion,  on  further 


THE    OEETO    OR    FLORIDA.  291 

conversation  and  correspondence  with  the  governor,  it  was  deemed  neces- 
sary finally  to  detain  the  vessel  for  adjudication  in  the  vice-admiralty 
court.  I  found  guns  on  board  of  her  ;  she  is  a  vessel  capable  of  carry- 
ing guns;  she  could  carry  four  broadside  guns  forward,  four  aft,  and 
two  pivot  guns  amidships.  Her  ports  arc  fitted  to  ship  and  unship ;  port 
bars  cut  through  on  the  upper  part  to  unship  also ;  the  construction  of 
her  ports  I  consider  is  peculiar  to  vessels  of  war ;  I  saw  shot-boxes  all 
around  her  upper  deck  calculated  to  receive  Armstrong  shot,  or  shot 
similar ;  she  had  breeching  bolts  and  shackles  and  side-tackle  bolts. 

"Magazine,  shell-rooms,  and  light-rooms  are  entirely  at  variance  with 
the  fittings  of  merchant  ships.  She  had  no  accommodation  whatever  for 
the  stowage  of  cargo,  only  stowage  for  provisions  and  stores. 

"  She  was  in  all  respects  fitted  as  a  vessel  of  war  of  her  class  in  Her 
Majesty's  navy." 

In  the  cross-examination  Gaptain  Hickley  says  the  opinions  of  the 
governor  and  the  law  officer  of  the  Crown  were  to  the  effect  that  the 
vessel  was  not  liable  to  seizure ;  this  was  after  my  report  of  the  13th, 
after  I  had  made  my  first  examination,  with  the  exception  of  clearing 
the  holds.  "  The  reason  I  considered  she  was  acting  in  bad  faith  was 
because  she  did  not  sail  on  the  13th.  When  I  go  on  board  of  her,  the 
first  thing  I  am  made  acquainted  with  is  the  crew  refusing  to  get  the 
anchor  up,  because  they  do  not  know  where  the  ship  was  going,  although 
she  cleared  in  ballast  for  the  Havana,  and  the  crew  could  not  get  any- 
body to  satisfy  them  on  the  point  as  to  where  the  ship  was  going."  Cap- 
tain Hickley  then  proceeds  to  state  his  opinion  on  various  points,  such 
as  the  right  to  build  vessels  adapted  as  vessels  of  war  without  Her  Ma- 
jesty's leave,  the  right  of  seamen  to  refuse  going  on  any  voyage  which 
may  prove  ruinous  to  them,  and  he  mentions  various  circumstances 
which  caused  him  to  inspect  the  Oreto.  He  says:  "  It  is  impossible  for 
a  vessel  to  fight  without  guns,  arms,  or  ammunition  on  board,  but  the 
Oreto  as  she  now  stands  could,  in  my  professional  opinion,  that  is  to  say, 
with  her  crew,  guns,  arms,  and  ammunition  going  out  with  another 
vessel  alongside  of  her,  be  equipped  in  twenty-four  hours  for  battle." 
Captain  Hickley  makes  some  statements  respecting  a  man  named  Jones ; 
but  as  this  man  has  gone  away  and  has  given  no  evidence  in  the  case, 
I  think  it  is  unnecessary  to  take  further  notice  of  him.  Alluding,  how- 
ever,  to  the  information  given  to  him  by  Jones,  Captain  Hickley  says: 
"  On  this  public  report  I  seized  the  vessel  again,  and  Mr.  Cardale,  the 
second  lieutenant  of  the  Greyhound,  was  put  in  charge  of  her."  Cap- 
tain Hickley's  evidence  as  to  the  construction  and  fittings  of  the  vessel 
I  should  consider  conclusive,  even  had  there  been  no  other ;  but  that 
construction  and  those  fittings  were  made,  not  here,  but  in  England,  and 
of  whatever  nature  they  may  be,  do  not  subject  the  vessel  to  forfeiture 
here.  Captain  Hickley,  it  appears,  on  certain  grounds  which  he  states, 
seized  the  Oreto  ;  but  acting  on  the  opinion  of  the  law  ofllcers  of  the 
Crown  and  that  of  the  governor,  he  subsequently  released  her.  Be- 
tween this  time  and  .that  of  her  ultimate  seizure  there  is  no  evidence 
whatever  that  she  did  anything  in  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment 
act ;  but  Captain  Hickley's  suspicions  were  aroused  by  the  vessel  not 
sailing  for  two  or  three  days  after  that  on  which  the  consignee  informed 
him  she  would ;  he  therefore  again  went  on  board  the  Oreto,  and  found 
that  the  reason  of  her  not  going  was,  because  the  crew  had  refused  to 
get  her  under  way  on  account  of  their  not  being  satisfied  as  to  what 
port  she  was  bound  to.  I  must  confess  I  look  upon  this  as  exonerating 
Captain  Duguid  and  others  concerned  from  suspicion  of  mala  fides  for 
not  having  gone  at  the  appointed  time  specified  ,by  Mr.  Harris,  but 
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Captain  Hickley  took  a  different  view  of  it,  and  he  thereupon  seized  the 
vessel  again.  Kow,  if  he  did  this,  as  seems  implied  in  part  of  his  evi- 
dence, on  account  of  the  crew  not  being  able  to  obtain  satisfactory  in- 
formation as  to  the  destination  of  the  vessel,  I  can  only  remark  that  he 
did  it  on  ground  which  is  not  within  the  purview  of  the  statute  under 
which  she  is  libeled ;  but  if  Captain  Hickley  thought  proper,  on  a  re- 
consideration of  the  whole  case,  to  seize  her  again,  he  had  a  right  to  do  so. 

Lieutenant  Cardale  gives  nearly  the  same  evidence  as  Captain  Hick- 
ley  did  respecting  the  construction  and  flitting  of  the  Oreto,  proving  that 
she  is  in  every  way  adapted  to  be  used  as  a  vessel  of  war.  He  gives  his 
opinion  that  the  vessel  could  be  fitted  with  her  guns  in  twenty-four  hours, 
supposing  great  exertions  were  made  with  plenty  of  hands,  and  that 
everything  was  sent  on  board  ready  iitted  for  use — that  is,  the  gun-car- 
riage slides,  train-tackles,  side-tackles,  and  all  the  equipments  of  the 
guns. 

With  refereuce  to  what  Captain  Hickley  as  well  as  Lieutenant  Car- 
dale  say  respecting  the  probability  of  fitting  the  vessel  with  guns,  ammu- 
nition, &c.,  in  a  certain  time,  I  have  to  observe  that  this  evidence  may 
be  perfectly  correct,  but  that  I  have  no  right  whatever  to  take  it  into 
consideration  ;  the  case  depends  upon  what  has  been  done  since  the  ves- 
sel came  within  this  jurisdiction,  and  can  in  no  way  be  affected  by  what 
it  is  possible  might  be  done  at  some  future  period. 

Mr.  Stuart,  the  master  and  pilot  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Greyhound, 
corroborates  the  evidence  of  the  Oreto  being  built  and  iitted  as  a  vessel 
of  war. 

With  respect  to  acts  which  were  done,  or  circumstances  which  occurred 
on  board  the  Oreto,  before  she  came  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Baha- 
mas vice-admiralty  court,  it  is  admitted  and  is  clear  that  the  court  has 
no  authority  to  adjudicate.  The  only  ground,  then,  on  which  evidence 
of  those  facts  or  circumstances  can  be  admitted  at  all  is,  that  it  may 
explain  or  elucidate  acts  which  have  taken  place  since  the  arrival  of  the 
vessel  in  this  port.  The  strapping  of  blocks  that  might  be  used  as  gun- 
tackle  blocks,  or  the  taking  of  shells  on  board  of  a  vessel  built  as  a  ves- 
sel of  war,  might  afford  ground  for  suspecting  that  such  vessel  was 
intended  to  be  used  as  a  vessel  of  war,  when  the  same  suspicion  would 
not  attach  to  a  vessel  not  adapted  for  the  purposes  of  war ;  and  if  there 
were  evidence  that  a  vessel  was  being  armed  for  war  purposes,  the  con- 
versation of  the  parties  so  arming  her,  thoughoccurringoutof  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court,  might  be  evidence  to  point  out  for  what  purpose 
she  was  being  armed.  I  proceed  now  to  the  evidence  of  what  took  place 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Oreto  in  the  Bahamas. 

The  chief  mate,  Duggan,  says :  "  The  vessel  arrived  at  Nassau  and 
went  to  Cochrane's  Anchorage ;  some  tackle-blocks  were  htted  on  board 
of  her,  some  there,  and  some  on  the  passage  out.  I  do  not  know  to 
what  use  they  were  to  be  applied ;  they  were  spare  blocks,  and  we  fitted 
them  in  case  they  might  be  wanted ;  I  do  not  know  if  they  are  what  are 
called  side-tackle  or  train-tackle  blocks ;  1  never  saw  a  gun  used  in  my 
life ;  I  can't  say  if  they  were  fitted  as  gun-tackle  blocks  are.  I  directed 
them  to  be  fitted ;  no  one  ordered  me  to  have  them  fitted ;  they  are  such 
blocks  as  are  usually  used  as  watch-tackle  or  luff-tackle  blocks  on  board 
merchant  vessels ;  there  was  nothing  put  on  board  the  vessel  at  Coch- 
rane's Anchorage  but  coal  and  a  spare  spar.  We  came  into  this  harbor 
from  Cochrane's  Anchorage ;  no  fittings  were  put  on  the  vessel  in  this 
harbor.  There  were  some  cases  of  shells  came  on  board  as  cargo ;  we 
stowed  them  aft  in  a  room  which  the  boatswain  called  the  shell-room ;  I 
have  seen  a  similar  compartment  in  merchant  vessels ;  we  call  it  a  store- 
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room.  I  have  seen  the  store-room  filled  with  cargo  in  merchant  ships ;  I 
don't  know  how  many  cases  of  shell  came — some  two  or  three  hundred ; 
they  were  put  out  again  the  same  evening  or  next  day ;  I  don't  know 
the  reason  for  discharging  them ;  I  was  ordered  by  the  captain  to  dis- 
charge them.  The  strapping  of  watch-tackle  blocks  were  in  the  ordi- 
nary avocations  of  the  seamen  on  board.  There  were  no  guns  on  board 
the  ship  that  these  blocks  could  be  used  for."  He  adds  :  "  I  do  not  know 
that  Captain  Duguid  or  any  one  else  had  the  intent  that  the  Oreto 
should  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  against  any  state,  province,  or  people ; 
I  do  not  know  that  Captain  Duguid  or  any  one  else  attempted  to  equip, 
furnish,  or  arm  the  Oreto  with  that  intent." 

William  Porter,  a  seaman  of  the  Oreto,  says :  "  We  went  to  Coch- 
rane's  Anchorage.  There  were  blocks  strapped  for  guns.  I  cannot  say 
how  many ;  they  were  blocks  such  as  could  be  used  for  merchant  vessels, 
but  they  were  not  to  be  used  as  such." 

I  will  here  ask,  how  does  he  know  this"?  It  is  mere  opinion,  without 
any  specified  ground. 

"  When  the  Oreto  came  into  Nassau  Harbor  cases  of  shells  were  put 
on  board.  The  next  day,  between  breakfast  and  dinner,  we  were  worked 
hurriedly  to  get  them  out ;  they  were  all  cleared  out  before  night ; 
orders  were  on  two  occasions  given  to  get  the  anchor  up  ;  we  refused  to 
get  the  ship  under  way.  Next  day  we  all  got  police  summonses.  Our 
sole  objection  to  get  the  vessel  under  way  was  that  we  had  been 
deceived." 

And  on  cross-examination  he  says:  "I  had  never  seen  a  gun- tackle 
until  I  saw  one  on  board  the  Greyhound.  I  did  not  know  they  were 
gun-tackle  blocks  on  board  the  Oreto.  All  I  know  is  from  what  1  heard 
from  one  of  the  seamen." 

Mr.  Porter's  evidence  must  be  taken  quantum  valeat. 

Peter  Hanson,  seaman,  says:  "While  we  lay  at  anchor,  blocks  were 
strapped — two  sheaf  blocks.  I  had  orders  from  the  chief  mate  to  get 
the  gun-tackle  blocks  strapped,  and  to  do  them  as  neat  as  possible,  as 
they  would  have  to  be  handed  over  to  some  person  else,  and  there  might 
be  no  fault  found  with  them.  There  were  no  guns  on  board ;  the  blocks 
were  too  small  for  luff-tackle  blocks ;  they  can  be  used  on  board  a  mer- 
chant vessel;  they  are  used  for  several  purposes,  but  not  such  a  quan- 
tity; there  were  more  than  were  necessary  for  the  usual  use  of  the  ves- 
sel. We  came  into  the  harbor ;  some  shell  was  put  on  board ;  it  was 
stowed  underneath  the  cabin.  Some  was  put  on  board  in  the  evening 
and  some  next  morning ;  we  had  just  finished  before  dinner  when  we 
were  told  to  discharge  them  again.  We  set  to  work  to  get  them  out, 
worked  very  hard,  and  the  shell  were  discharged  that  day.  We  were 
ordered  two  mornings  to  take  up  anchor;  we  disobeyed  both  times. 
We  did  not  mutiny;  we  only  wanted  to  be  sure  of  British  protection; 
we  were  in  consequence  summoned  to  go  before  the  magistrate." 

Hanson,  it  will  be  observed,  states  that  he  had  orders  from  the  chief 
mate  to  get  the  "  gun-tackle  blocks  "  strapped,  but  whether  he  means 
that  the  mate  made  use  of  that  term,  or  whether  he  merely  used  it  him- 
self to  designate  the  blocks  he  is  speaking  of,  does  not  clearly  appear. 
He  says  they  could  be  used  for  several  purposes  on  board  a  merchant 
vessel,  but  not  such  a  quantity.  He  grounds  his  belief,  then,  that  they 
were  to  be  used  as  gun-tackle  blocks  on  his  opinion  that  there  were 
more  of  them  than  were  required  for  the  ordinary  use  of  the  vessel. 

Walter  Irving,  a  fireman,  says :  "I  saw  the  men  fitting  blocks  all  the 
spare  time  they  had ;  they  were  called  gun-tackle  blocks  by  the  crew  of 
the  ship ;  as  far  as  I  can  say,  there  were  twenty  or  more.     She  remained 
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at  Coclirane's  Anchorage  six  or  seven  ^sveeks,  and  then  came  into  this 
harbor.    I  saw  shell  come  on  board  of  her  and  go  out  again." 

Thomas  Eobinson,  fireman,  says:  "We  arrived  at  Nassau,  went  to 
Cochrane's  Anchorage;  a  passenger  called  Mr.  Lowe  went  out  with  us; 
I  saw  him  go  ashore  in  a  boat  the  first  day  we  arrived ;  he  came  on 
board  while  we  were  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage  two  or  three  times.  The 
only  orders  I  ever  heard  him  give  on  board  the  Oreto  was  to  some  divers 
that  were  putting  on  some  copper.  I  have  seen  the  sailors  working  at 
blocks  while  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage ;  they  were  putting  straps  on  them ; 
1  heard  them  call  them  gun-tackle  blocks.  When  the  Oreto  came  into 
Nassau  harbor  some  cases  came  on  board  which  were  called  shell.  I  saw 
them  coming  out  of  the  vessel  again  next  day." 

John  Quinn, fireman,  states:  "There  was  a  passenger  on  board  the 
vessel  named  Lowe ;  I  saw  him  and  another  person  looking  at  the  galley 
the  day  they  were  fixing  on  the  piece  of  copper  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage, 
A  gentleman  said  to  Mr.  Lowe  that  it  was  a  very  dangerous  place  to 
have  the  galley  in.  Mr.  Lowe  said  he  would  get  it  altered.  Two  or 
three  days  after  the  galley  was  shifted  on  the  upper  deck."  Captain 
Duguid,  it  will  be  seen  in  his  evidence,  denies  that  Mr.  Lowe  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  moving  of  the  galley;  he  explains  reasons  for  mov- 
ing it,  and  states  that  it  could  not  have  remained  where  it  had  been 
moved  to,  when  the  vessel  was  under  way.  "Mr,  Lowe  frequently 
came  on  board  the  vessel  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage.  I  saw  the  men, 
while  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  working  at  blocks,  strapping  and  paint- 
ing them.  I  did  not  know  what  they  were  for ;  they  were  called  by  the 
men  gun-tackle  blocks. 

"The  ship  quitted  Cochrane's  Anchorage  and  came  into  this  port. 
There  were  some  little  square  boxes,  which  they  said  were  shot  or  shell, 
taken  on  board  after  she  came  in.  I  think  they  were  taken  out  the 
next  day." 

Neither  this  nor  the  two  preceding  witnesses  knew  that  the  blocks 
they  were  speaking  about  were  gun-tackle  blocks,  but  they  heard  them 
called  so  by  some  of  the  crew. 

Charles  Ward,  formerly  steward  of  the  Oreto,  says :  "  Mr.  Lowe  went 
in  the  ship  to  the  anchorage ;  he  left  her  there,  but  came  on  board  sev- 
eral times  while  we  were  there.  He  provisioned  the  ship."  Mr.  Harris 
swears,  it  will  be  seen,  that  Mr.  Lowe  had  nothing  to  do  with  provision- 
ing the  ship;  "that  he  (Mr.  Harris)  gave  orders  to  Turtle  and  Miller  to 
send  provisions  on  board.  He  asked  me  one  day  if  I  would  like  to  join 
the  ship  after  he  got  the  other  crcAV  on  board.  On  one  occasion  the  cap- 
tain and  chief  engineer  and  Mr.  Lowe  came  on  board  and  had  tea,  and 
they  had  some  words.  Mr.  Lowe  told  the  captain  and  chief  engineer 
that  he  wanted  to  provision  the  crew  in  a  different  manner.  He  said  if 
they  would  even  eat  three  or  four  or  five  pounds  of  meat  a  day  he  would 
send  it  to  satisfy  them ;  and  Mr.  Lowe  told  the  chief  engineer  he  was  no 
more  than  a  boy  in  the  ship,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter,  and 
he  was  qualified  to  do  his  own  duty.  The  chief  engineer  said  that  if  Mr. 
Lowe  wished,  he  would  leave  the  ship  and  go  home  when  Captain  Du- 
guid did,  and  break  the  contract.  Mr.  Lowe  then  Avent  on  deck.  I  af- 
terwards heard  the  captain  say  it  was  nothing  out  of  his  pocket ;  he  did 
not  care  how  the  ship  was  provisioned,  as  he  kncAv  she  belonged  to  the 
southerners,  and  he  did  not  care  for  northerners  or  southerners  as  long 
as  he  got  his  pay  out  of  the  ship.  This  was  Avhile  she  was  at  Cochrane's 
Anchorage.'' 

In  his  cross-examination,  he  says :  "  I  quitted  the  ship  at  Cochrane's 
Anchorage.    The  captain  ])ut  me  in  prison,  where  I  remained  fourteen 
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days.  The  magistrate  put  me  in  for  refusing  to  do  seaman's  duty,  which 
I  did  not  sign  for.  I  Ituow  a  Mr.  Jones;  we  were  both  in  jail  together. 
He  came  out  the  day  before  me.  He  and  I  went  to  live  at  the  Clifton 
Hotel.  I  had  no  money  when  I  quitted  the  Oreto.  On  the  morning  I 
came  out  Jones  said  he  would  pay  my  way.  I  heard  the  captain,  chief 
engineer,  and  Mr.  Lowe  say  the  ship  was  for  the  southerners.  I  know 
from  what  I  heard  Mr.  Lowe  say,  that  he  provisioned  the  ship.  1  heard 
the  captain,  chief  engineer,  and  Mr.  Lowe  say  that  she  was  intended 
for  the  southerners.  I  also  heard  them  say  that  if  she  had  her  guns  on 
board  she  could  compete  with  anything  the  northerners  had." 

I  here  repeat  the  observation  I  before  made,  that  this  evidence  ought 
to  be  received  with  great  caution.  What  the  witness  gives  in  evidence 
is,  the  inference  he  draws  from  certain  conversations  which  he  states  he 
overheard,  l^ow,  if  we  had  the  very  words  which  were  spoken,  we 
might  not  draw  that  inference.  Knowing  the  powerful  vessels  which 
the  Federal  States  possess,  I  can  hardly  believe  that  a  nautical  man 
would  utter  such  an  absurdity  as  that  a  small  vessel  like  the  Oreto 
could  compete  with  anything  the  northerners  had ;  and  I  think  it  very 
improbable  that  Mr.  Lowe  would  tell  the  chief  engineer  that  he  was  no 
more  than  a  boy  on  board  the  ship.  Now,  from  several  improbabilities 
which  Charles  Ward's  evidence  contains,  from  its  being  positively  con- 
tradicted by  respectable  witnesses  in  some  parts,  and  from  the  unsatis- 
factory manner  in  which  the  man  appeared  to  me  to  give  his  testimony, 
I  attached  but  little  weight  to  it. 

Daniel  Harvey,  coal  trimmer  :  "  Mr.  Lowe  gave  me  orders  to  make 
travelers  for  boats'  masts,  and  stanchions  for  the  dingey  and  gig  boat. 
He  said  they  would  do  very  well.  Mr.  Allan,  the  chief  engineer,  gave 
me  a  paper  with  the  pattern  on  it,  and  said  that  Mr.  Lowe  said  he  would 
rather  have  them  made  of  iron  than  wood.  Mr.  Lowe  asked  me  if  I 
would  like  to  remain  by  the  vessel  for  a  commission  ;  he  did  not  say  how 
long ;  it  might  be  for  two  or  three  years ;  as  greaser  and  blacksmith. 
This  conversation  took  place  two  or  three  days  before  he  left  Nassau." 
Thomas  Joseph  Waters  gives  the  following  evidence :  "  I  met  a  gen- 
tleman named  Lowe  once  or  twice.  I  heard  he  had  come  out  in  the 
Oreto.  I  left  this  place  some  time  ago  in  a  vessel  called  the  Nassau. 
M  Lowe  was  a  passenger  with  me  in  that  vessel.  We  were  bound,  I 
b  eieve,  to  a  confederate  port.  I  wished  to  go  to  Charleston.  I  do  not 
know  where  this  vessel  was  bound  to.  ^  We  were  captured  off  Wilming- 
ton by  a  Federal  war  steamer  called  the  Georgia,  and  a  gun-boat  called 
the  Victoria.  After  the  capture  of  the  vessel  she  was  carried  to  Fort 
Monroe,  and  afterward  to  New  York.  Mr.  Lowe  was  carried  with  the 
vessel.  He  was  brought  before  the  prize-court  at  New  York,  examined, 
and  set  at  liberty." 

This  evidence  is  merely  to  show  that  Mr.  Lowe  was  connected  with 
the  Confedterate  States  of  America.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  prize- 
court  at  New  York  saw  no  ground  for  detaining  him. 

Mr.  Stuart,  the  master  and  pilot  of  the  Greyhound,  says :  "  I  also  saw 
many  double  blocks  fitted.  Eight  might  be  in  use  for  ship's  purposes 
for  luff-tackle  blocks,  but  the  residue  might  be  used  for  side  train  tackle; 
that  is,  for  working  at  guns.  I  should  say,  there  were  more  than  double 
or  treble  the  number  required  for  the  ordinary  use  of  the  vessel." 

He  then  states  having  seen  some  of  the  boxes  of  shells  which  were 
put  on  board  in  this  harbor. 

It  appears  that  the  men  belonging  to  the  Oreto  who  have  given  evi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  had  had  a  quarrel  with  the  captain, 


296  INSURGENT   CRUISERS. 

and  that  they  had  been  before  the  magistrate.  This  must  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  weighing  their  evidence. 

Hon.  Gr.  D.  Harris :  "  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Henry  Adderly 
and  Company,  of  this  town,  merchants.  We  do  foreign  commission 
business.  I  know  the  British  steamship  Oreto  ;  she  arrived  in  this  port 
consigned  to  our  care.  I  made  application  to  the  receiver  general  on 
behalf  of  the  firm  to  know  if  there  was  any  objection  to  our  shipping 
arms  and  other  merchandise  by  that  steamer,  and  requested  that  he  would 
communicate  with  the  governor  in  order  that  there  might  not  be  any 
possible  misunderstanding.  The  receiver  general  informed  our  firm  a 
day  or  two  afterward  that  he  had  communicated  with  the  governor,  and 
that  there  was  no  reason  why  we  should  not  ship  a  cargo  of  arms  or 
any  other  merchandise  by  that  vessel,  and  that  he  was  fully  authorized 
to  grant  his  permission,  which  he  then  immediately  did.  We  then  made 
the  usual  entries,  and  applied  for  a  civil  officer  of  customs.  Before, 
however,  any  cargo  was  transshipped,  we  received  a  letter  from  the  col- 
onial secretary  informing  us  that  as  the  build  of  that  vessel  had  excited 
some  suspicion,  the  governor  directed  that,  if  practicable,  she  should 
come  into  the  harbor  and  take  in  her  cargo  under  the  immediate  eyes 
of  the  authorities,  or  words  to  that  effect.  She  was  accordingly  brought 
into  the  harbor,  and  certain  cargo  was  taken  on  board,  I  believe  under 
the  supervision  of  an  oiflcer  of  the  customs.  Some  of  the  cargo  con- 
sisted of  shell.  They  certainly  were  not  live  shell.  This  cargo  that  we 
were  putting  on  board  was  what  we  had  received  special  permission  to 
put  on  board  from  the  receiver  general.  It  was  put  on  board  under  our 
direct  orders  as  consignees  of  the  vessel." 

The  consignees,  it  appears,  changed  their  minds  about  the  destina- 
tion of  the  vessel,  and  ordered  the  shell  to  be  taken  out,  intending  that 
the  vessel  should  go  immediately  in  ballast  to  Havana.  When  the  cargo 
was  nearly  discharged,  Mr.  Harris  met  Captain  Hickley  on  board  the 
Oreto.  On  that  occasion  he  says :  "  I  informed  Captain  Hickley  that 
we  had  given  orders  for  the  discharge  of  the  Oreto's  cargo,  it  being  our 
intention  to  dispatch  her  in  ballast  to  Havana,  and  that  the  custom- 
house officer  then  present  was  prepared  to  hand  me  the  clearance  after 
ascertaining  that  the  cargo  was  entirely  discharged.  The  landing  waiter 
and  searcher  were  present  and  heard  what  I  said.  Captain  Hickley 
then  informed  me  that  he  considered  he  had  nothing  further  to  do  with 
it.  I  came  to  shore  with  Captain  Hickley  after  he  had  ordered  his  men 
into  their  boats.  I  think  the  custom-house  officer  had  the  clearance  in 
his  possession,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  he  showed  it  to  Captain 
Hickley.  It  was  afterward  given  to  us.  (The  clearance  was  pro- 
duced.) In  accordance  with  a  promise  I  had  given  Captain  Hickley,  I 
sent  a  message  on  board  the  Greyhound  to  inform  him  that  the  vessel 
was  ready  for  sea,  and  to  ask  if  he  would  like  to  visit  her  or  send  ofd- 
cers  to  inspect  her.  He  wrote  to  me  that  he  would  do  so  iAimediately. 
I  know  Captain  Hickley  went  on  board,  but  I  was  not  present.  We  had 
some  difficulty  with  the  crew.  They  set  up  a  plea  that  the  vessel  not 
having  touched  at  Palermo  there  had  been  a  deviation  of  the  voyage, 
and  therefore  they  claim  their  discharge.  We  demurred  to  this,  but 
afterwards  agreed  to  pay  them  their  wages  up  to  date  and  give  them  a 
bonus  of  £5  and  pay  their  passage  to  England  if  they  would  not  remain 
in  the  ship.  This  they  refused  to  accept;  stating  that  from  the  several 
visits  of  the  man-of-war  on  board  the  vessel  they  considered  she  was  of 
a  suspicious  character,  and  they  would  not  go  in  her  unless  the  governor 
and  Captain  Hickley  guaranteed  their  safety.  Some  accepted  the  terms 
that  were  offered.    In  consequence  of  this  they  were  summoned  before 
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the  police  magistrate,  and  tlie  case  was  brought  under  his  adjudication. 
They  elected  to  take  their  discharge.  1  was  present  at  the  time ;  they 
then  and  there  agreed  to  quit  the  ship.  They  then  obtained  leave  to  go 
on  board  for  their  clothes.  The  men  were  discharged  by  the  magistrate. 
In  consequence  of  this  we  got  a  shipping  master  to  ship  another  crew 
for  the  Oreto.  I  think  there  were  fifteen  or  sixteen  new  hands  then 
shipped.  They  received  the  usual  advance.  It  was  our  intention  to 
send  her  immediately  to  sea.  I  had  arranged  with  the  pilot  to  take  her 
out  the  following  morning,  (Sunday;)  they,  however,  missed  the  tide, 
the  crew  not  having  come  on  board.  The  vessel  was  again  seized  that 
day.  The  crew  we  shipped  then  left  the  Oreto.  I  have  not  seen  them 
since,  and  all  the  advance  we  paid  is  lost.  We  had  the  sole  direction 
and  management  of  the  Oreto.  I  know  of  no  person  but  Captain  Du- 
guid  having  any  control  over  the  Oreto.  I  have  seen  a  person  named 
John  Lowe,  who  came  out  passenger  in  the  Oreto.  Mr.  Lowe  while  at 
Nassau  never  exercised  any  authority  over  the  Oreto.  We  never  re- 
ceived any  instructions  from  him  relative  to  the  Oreto.  The  day  the 
vessel  arrived  we  received  a  message  from  the  captain,  requesting  us  to 
send  meat  and  other  provisions  on  board.  I  gave  orders  to  Turtle  and 
Miller  to  supply  the  vessel  with  meat.  In  placing  the  cargo  on  board 
the  Oreto  it  was  distinctly  understood  as  cargo.  I  stated  to  the  receiver 
generalthat  it  was  cargo  only;  that  we  intended  to  ship  a  full  load  by 
that  vessel.  We  were  fully  aware  that  we  could  not  ship  such  goods 
otherwise  than  as  cargo,  unless  committing  a  breach  of  the  foreign  en- 
listment act,  and  had  we  been  ordered  to  do  so,  we  should  have  handed 
the  consignment  over  to  some  one  else.  No  act  was  done  by  authority 
of  Henry  Adderly  and  Company  with  the  intent  that  that  vessel  should 
be  employed  as  a  cruiser.  I  told  Captain  Duguid,  A'ery  shortly  after 
he  arrived  here,  that  they  were  talking  a  good  deal  about  the  build  of 
his  vessel,  and  I  said,  ^Mind,  do  nothing  that  will  have  the  appearance 
of  equipping.'" 

On  the  cross-examination,  he  says :  "  The  vessel  was  consigned  to  us 
by  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool.  She  was  consigned 
as  a  merchant  vessel,  and  we  considered  her  as  such.  No  instruction  in 
the  first  instance  was  given  to  us,  except  the  general  instructions  of 
shipping  cargoes  by  all  their  vessels  to  Messrs.  W.  &  E.  Wright,  St. 
John's,  New  Brunswick,  on  account  and  risk  of  J.  E.  Armstrong,  of 
Liverpool.  Mr.  John  Lowe,  I  think,  brought  a  letter  of  introduction 
from  Mr.  Trenholm  to  the  firm.  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Lowe  was 
in  any  way  interested  in  the  Oreto.  I  do  not  recollect  Mr.  Lowe  being- 
mentioned  in  any  correspondence  Avhich  we  received  from  Fraser,  Tren- 
holm &  Co.  We  never  had  any  transactions  with  Mr.  Lowe  in  regard 
to  the  Oreto.  She  remained  here  several  weeks  before  any  attempt  was 
made  to  ship  cargo  in  her.  We  thought  we  should  receive  some  instruc- 
tions from  our  friends  about  her,  but  we  did  not.  The  shixjping  of  the 
cargo  on  board  the  Oreto  was  performed  by  us  under  our  general  in- 
structions. I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  the  vessel  was  actually 
going  to  St.  John's,  New  Brunswick.  There  ought  to  have  been  a 
searcher  of  the  customs  on  boa'rd  at  the  time  of  the  loading  and  un- 
loading. I  am  not  aware  Ihat  there  was.  In  this  case  I  particularly 
requested  that  one  might  be  put  on  board." 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Harris  distinctly  negatives  the  idea  that  Mr. 
Lowe  had  any  control  over  the  Oreto  while  in  Nassau,  or  that  the  con- 
signees had  any  transactions  with  him  in  regard  to  her. 

Frederick  T.  Parke  says:  "I  am  a  master-mariner.  I  have  com- 
manded steamships,  and  now  command  the  Minho.     I  have  seen  the 
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Oreto.  I  have  not  been  on  board  of  her.  I  know  her  size.  I  think  four 
or  live  dozen  spare  watch  and  luff-tackle  blocks  sufficient  for  a  vessel  of 
the  Oreto's  size.  A  new  vessel  in  fitting  out  generally  takes  more  extra 
blocks  than  a  vessel  that  has  been  a  voyage." 

On  cross-examination,  he  says :  "  Luff-tackle  are  used  for  cargo,  for 
taking  in  boats,  and  for  other  heavy  purposes.  Watch-tackle  blocks  are 
used  in  a  variety  of  ways.  Blocks  are  called  luff-tackle,  watch-tackle,  or 
^un-tackle  blocks,  according  to  the  purposes  to  which  they  are  to  be  ap- 
plied.   They  can  be  applied  in  various  ways." 

William  Eaisbeck  says :  "  I  am  a  master  mariner.  1  have  never  before 
commanded  a  steamship.  I  command'  the  Leopard.  I  have  seen  the 
Oreto.  A  vessel  of  her  class  ought  to  have  thirty  or  forty  blocks,  in- 
cluding the  luff  and  watch-tackle  blocks ;  not  less.  I  consider  that  would 
be  a  reasonable  supply  for  a  vessel  of  that  kind." 

Thomas  Joseph  Waters  says  :  "I  have  been  a  master  mariner  for  five 
years.  I  have  always  commanded  steamships.  I  have  seen  the  ship 
Oreto.  She  is  a  first-class  ship,  and  they  would  never  send  a  vessel  of 
that  class  from  London  with  less  than  four  or  five  dozen  blocks." 

Eichard  Eustice  says :  "  I  am  a  master  mariner.  I  commanded  the 
steamship  Scotia.  I  have  commanded  steamships  for  six  years.  I  know 
the  Oreto  by  seeing  her.  I  am  thoroughly  acquainted  with  what  is  neces- 
sary for  the  fitting  of  a  steamship.  1  think  at  least  fifty  or  sixty  spare 
blocks  would  be  a  fair  quantity  for  a  new  vessel  like  the  Oreto.  I  mean 
watch-tackle  and  luff- tackle  blocks.  A  steamer  that  is  sailed  must  neces- 
sarily have  more  blocks  than  one  that  is  entirely  propelled  by  steam.  I 
could  muster  up  thirty  or  forty  luff-tackle  and  watch-tackle  blocks  on 
board  of  the  Scotia.  The  Scotia  is  not  more  than  half  the  size  of  the 
Oreto.    The  Oreto  is  rigged  as  a  sailing  ship." 

Captain  Parke  then  thinks  the  Oreto  should  have  four  or  five  dozen 
spare  watch  and  luff- tackle  blocks.  Captain  Eaisbeck  thinks  she  should 
have  thirty  or  forty  blocks,  including  luff  and  watch-tackle  blocks.  Cap- 
tain Waters  thinks  she  should  not  have  less  than  four  or  five  dozen  blocks. 
And  Captain  Eustice  thinks  she  should  have  at  least  fifty  or  sixty  spare 
blocks. 

The  evidence  we  have  of  the  number  of  blocks  on  board  the  Oreto  is 
that  of  Walter  Irving,  a  fireman,  who  says:  "As  far  as  I  can  say,  there 
were  twenty  or  more,"  and  that  of  Mr.  Stuart,  the  master  of  the  Grey- 
hound, who  says  there  were  more  than  twenty-four  tackle. 

James  Alexander  Duguid :  "  I  am  master  of  the  Oreto.  On  the  day 
of  our  sailing  (that  is,  from  Liverpool)  there  were  a  few  friends  of  the 
owners  dining  on  board  the  vessel.  There  were  no  toasts  on  that  occa- 
sion drunk ;  the  only  one  that  was  drunk,  that  I  am  aware  of,  was  the 
one  I  proposed  myself,  which  was,  '  Success  to  the  vessel  and  her  own- 
ers ! '  I  never  heard  any  one  propose  a  toast  on  board  the  Oreto  '  Suc- 
cess to  the  Oreto ;  may  she  be  triumphant  over  her  enemies ! '  I  am 
certain  such  a  toast  was  never  proposed.  I  heard  a  man  named  Ward 
give  his  evidence,  in  which  he  swore  to  that  toast  having  been  given. 
The  owner  of  the  Oreto,  I  believe,  is  named  Mr.  Thomas.  I  took  my 
instructions  from  Pawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  the  agents.  I  was  lying  in  the 
Mersey  from  the  4th  to  the  end  of  March.  During  that  time  the  crew 
were  employed  doing  the  ordinary  work  of  the  ship.  I  gave  orders  with 
regard  to  the  blocks  on  board  the  vessel.  It  is  usual  in  the  merchant 
service  for  the  chief  officer,  when  he  cannot  find  employment  for  the 
men  himself,  to  ask  the  master  what  he.  wishes  to  have  done.  I  told 
him,  rather  than  let  the  men  be  idle,  to  let  them  fit  all  the  spare  blocks, 
which  he  did.    This  was  while  we  were  lying  in  the  Mersey.    I  never 
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gave  any  orders  to  fit  blocks  as  gun-tackle  blocks.  I  never  ordered 
blocks  to  be  fitted,  intended  to  be  used  as  gun-tackle  blocks.  I  quitted 
tire  Mersey  about  the  end  of  March,  the  destination  of  the  vessel  having 
been  changed  twice  in  the  mean  time;  and  when  I  quitted  the  Mersey  I 
was  bound  to  Kassau.  A  Mr.  Lowe  came  out  with  me  to  Nassau.  He 
came  out  as  a  passenger.  He  never,  to  my  knowledge,  exercised  any 
authority  over  the  Oreto.  I  only  recognized  him  on  board  the  vessel  as 
a  passenger. 

"  There  was  not,  to  my  knowledge,  a  confederate  flag  on  board  the 
Oreto;  she  is  a  new  vessel.  "With  the  ordinary  stores  of  the  vessel  a 
parcel  of  flags  came  on  board  of  her ;  they  were  all  tied  up  in  thick, 
brown  paper,  and  all  labeled  outside.  Previous  to  my  quitting  Liver- 
pool I  overhauled  the  parcel  of  flags,  and,  in  so  doing,  I  saw  a  parcel 
marked  '  confederate,'  which  I  sent  on  shore  without  opening.  My  object 
in  doing  so  was,  as  the  vessel  was  bound  to  Nassau,  if  we  fell  in  with 
an  American  cruiser,  they  might  think  themselves  justified  in  seizing  or 
detaining  the  vessel.  I  swear  that  there  was  no  confederate  flag  on 
board  the  Oreto  when  she  passed  Point  Lynas,  where  the  pilot  landed. 
I  have  heard  Ward,  and  another  of  the  men  examined,  swear  that  there 
was  a  confederate  flag  on  board  the  vessel,  which  was  false. 

"  I  remember  speaking  a  vessel  on  the  voyage  out.  I  did  not,  on  that 
occasion,  say,  'If  we  had  our  bull-dogs  on  board  I  would  make  you 
answer  quick  enough.'  I  never  thought  of  such  a  thing.  I  heard  Ward 
say  that  I  had  made  use  of  that  expression,  which  he  has  sworn  falsely  to. 

"I  arrived  here  tit  the  latter  end  of  April;  I  went  to  Cochrane's 
Anchorage,  and  I  communicated  with  H.  Adderly  and  Company,  as  the 
agents  of  the  vessel  representing  my  owners  in  England.  I  had  no 
instructions  when  leaving  England  who  the  agents  of  the  vessel  were, 
but,  on  my  arrival  here,  I  understood  they  were.  Mr.  Lowe  had  a  letter, 
and  told  me  that  Messrs.  H.  Adderly  and  Company  were  the  agents  of 
the  vessel,  and  they  would  enter  the  ship.  I  remained  at  Cochrane's 
Anchorage  seven  weeks ;  we  were  waiting  orders  from  the  agents,  who 
were  waiting  orders  from  the  owners  at  home. 

"  During  the  time  the  Oreto  lay  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  I  do  not 
believe  that  I  gave  any  orders  to  my  men  to  strap  blocks.  I  saw  on 
two  or  three  occasions  men  strapping  bJ.ocks,  and  I  never  had  a  thought 
that  those  blocks  should  be  used  on  board  the  Oreto  as  gun-tackle 
blocks,  for  the  purpose  of  arming  her  to  cruise  against  any  foreign 
state.  I  never  heard  them  called  gun-tackle  blocks.  It  is  about  six 
weeks  since  the  Oreto  came  into  the  harbor  of  Nassau.  I  brought  her 
in  by  the  direction  of  H.  Adderly  and  Company.  Cargo  came  on  board 
with  a  boat  note  requesting  me  to  take  on  board  shell  as  cargo.  I  took 
in  upward  of  four  hundred  boxes.  On  the  second  day  I  received  orders 
to  discharge  the  shell,  as  the  destination  of  the  vessel  had  been  changed, 
and,  if  we  could  get  them  landed  in  time  that  day,  the  vessel  would  be 
cleared  for  the  Havana.  We  discharged  them  with  all  possible  haste 
to  get  them  landed  in  custom-house  hours.  During  the  time  we  were 
receiving  and  discharging  cargo,  I  saw  a  custom-house  officer  on  board, 
I  think  by  the  name  of  Webb ;  I  saw  him  on  board  two  or  three  times,  but 
he  might  have  been  oftener  on  board,  as  I  was  on  shore  two  or  three 
times. 

"While  we  were  discharging  shell  we  were  boarded  by  Captain  Hick- 
ley  and  the  oificers  and  men  from  the  Greyhound.  Captain  Hickley 
stopped  the  further  discharge  of  the  cargo. 

"  While  Captain  Hickley  was  on  board  Mr.  Harris  came.  I  heard  Mr. 
Harris  tell  Captain  Hickley  that  the  vessel  was  cleared  for  Havana. 
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After  this  Captain  Hlckley  quitted,  and  told  me,  as  she  was  cleared  for 
Havana,  I  could  sail  when  I  pleased. 

"  The  shell  was  taken  on  board  by  the  direction  of  the  agents.  I  never 
thought  it  was  intended  for  the  vessel,  neither  do  I  know  that  it  was. 

"  I  was  boarded  again  by  the  same  ofiicers  and  men  from  the  Grey- 
hound, four  or  five  days  after  the  first  occasion.  The  vessel  was  then 
searched.  Previous  to  her  sailing  the  ofiicers  and  men  of  the  Greyhound 
searched  her. 

"  We  had  some  men  engaged  on  Saturday  to  proceed  to  sea  on  Sunday 
morning,  but,  owing  to  their  not  coming  on  board  in  time,  we  could  not 
get  the  vessel  unmoored  in  time  for  the  tide.  She  was  on  that  day 
seized  by  the  officers  of  the  Greyhound. 

"  Two  mornings  following,  previous  to  this  seizure,  I  mean  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  I  ordered  my  crew  to  get  the  vessel  under  way;  but 
they  refused,  stating  that  I  had  deceived  them  once,  and  that  they  would 
not  believe  what  I  told  them  again.  I  told  thetn  she  was  cleared  for 
Havana,  and  bound  there,  as  far  as  I  knew.  They  still  continued  to 
refuse  to  work,  and  said  that  they  would  not  believe  anything  about 
what  I  told  them.  In  consequence  of  this  I  sent  "warrants  on  board 
for  them.  They  all  appeared  before  the  magistrate.  They  said  that 
they  would  not  proceed  in  the  vessel  unless  they  were  guaranteed  that 
they  would  be  safe  from  any  American  cruisers.  They  then  said  that 
they  would  take  their  discharge,  and  the  whole  of  them  took  their  dis- 
charge." (It  appears  they  afterward  went  on  board,  got  their  clothes, 
and  left  the  vessel.)  • 

Captain  Duguid  goes  on  to  say :  "  I  know  a  man  named  Ward  ;  he  is 
my  steward ;  he  was  sent  to  prison  for  a  fortnight  at  my  instance.  I 
think  the  day  he  came  out  of  prison  he  made  iise  of  very  abusive  lan- 
guage and  threats  to  mo  down  on  the  wharf,  stating  that  he  would  fix 
me  before  he  had  done  with  me,  and  the  vessel  too.  I  know  a  man 
named  Jones  ;  he  shipped  on  board  the  Oreto  as  boatswain.  He  was 
disrated,  when  about  half  of  our  passage  out,  for  incompetency.  He 
quitted  the  ship  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  taking  the  boat  with  him.  I 
do  not  know  if  he  is  in  the  country.  I  have  not  seen  him.  I  have 
heard  that  he  is  gone  away.  I  am  very  sorry  that  Jones  has  gone 
away ;  I  would  rather  have  him  here.  On  the  oath  I  have  taken  I  have 
not  myself  been  privy  to  Mr.  Jones  leaving  this  place,  or  to  jnaking  him 
any  recompense,  of  any  sort,  for  leaving  it ;  nor  do  I  know  of  any  person 
connected  with  the  Oreto  having  done  so.  During  the  time  the  Oreto 
lay  in  the  Mersey,  she  was  passed  and  repassed  by  men-of-war.  At  one 
time  men-of-war  were  lying  within  a  mile  of  her.  Officers  of  the  navy 
were  passing  her  every  hour  in  the  day.  The  fittings  of  the  Oreto,  from 
the  time  of  her  quitting  Liverpool  up  to  the  present  time,  are  the  same, 
with  the  exception  of  the  little  alteration  in  the  boats'  davits.  Four  of 
them  were  lengthened  two  feet.  That  is  the  only  alteration  since  she 
left  Liverpool.  I  have  not,  since  the  Oreto  has  been  in  harbor,  attempted 
to  fit  her  out  in  any  shape  that  she  might  cruise  or  commit  any  hostilities 
against  any  foreign  state.  The  strapping  of  the  blocks  at  Cochrane's 
Anchorage  was  done  under  the  order  that  I  gave  when  at  Liverpool. 
As  I  do  not  remember  having  given  any  order  'than  that  to  strap 
blocks,  I  had  no  intention,  nor  would  I  do  so,  to  use  the  Oreto  to  com- 
mit hostilities  against  any  power  or  state.  Mr.  Lowe  never  gave  me  any 
orders  to  strap  blocks,  or  any  other  orders  connected  with  the  vessel.  Mr. 
Lowe  .took  sights  at  sea,  asking  me  to  allow  him  to  do  so,  as  he  wanted 
practice,  but  he  never  navigated  the  vessel,  changed  her  course,  or  gave 
any  orders  to  the  crew  with  my  knowledge.    I  was  present  when  Ward 
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was  examined,  when  he  said  some  conversation  took  place  between  Mr. 
Lowe  and  myself  relative  to  the  vessel  being  for  the  South.  No  such 
conversation  took  place  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage  or  at  any  other  time. 
Mr.  Lowe  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  removal  of  the  galley.  I  had  it 
done  for  the  convenience  of  the  men,  as  it  was  too  hot  for  them  where 
it  was  below." 

On  cross-examination  he  says :  "  I  received  my  instructions  from 
Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  and  Company  as  to  the  voyage.  Thej^  were  writ- 
ten. (The  instructions  were  produced.)  In  the  conversation  referred 
to  in  the  letter  dated  22d  March,  1862, 1  proposed  going  to  Nassau  in- 
stead of  Havana.  No  instructions  were  given  to  me  as  to  the  ultimate 
destination  of  the  vessel  after  she  reached  Nassau."  (Captain  Duguid 
then  gives  some  evidence  as  to  the  fittings  of  the  vessel,  but  as  it  does 
not  affect  the  e^'ideuce  already  given  on  that  point,  there  is  no  necessity 
to  repeat  it.) 

"  I  saw  the  men  employed  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage  strapping  blocks ; 
I  never  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage  heard  those  blocks  called  '  gun -tackle 
blocks.'  The  first  time  that  I  heard  the  term  '  gun-tackle  blocks '  used 
was  in  this  court.  I  have  not,  that  I  am  aware  of,  any  blocks  on  board 
the  Oreto  called  gun-tackle  blocks.  I  saw  in  the  log-book  of  the  ship 
that  they  had  been  called  gun-tackle  blocks ;  I  saw  that  entry  since 
the  vessel  arrived  here.  I  am  not  aware  whether  the  entry  was  made 
after  the  vessel  arrived  here.  On  the  16th  of  May  there  is  an  entry  in  the 
log-book,  -  Hands  employed  in  scraping  the  mainmast  and  strapping  the 
gun-tackle  blocks.'  There  is  a  word  struck  out  in  the  entry  in  the  log- 
book of  the  9th  of  June ;  I  am  not  aware  of  my  having  struck  it  out. 
I  had  no  knowledge  whatever,  when  the  vessel  cleared  for  Havana,  that 
she  was  ultimately  bound  to  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  I  have 
no  knowledge  whether  the  vessel  was  to  return  to  Europe  or  not.  I 
have  iio  knowledge  one  way  or  the  other.  I  have  no  knowledge  what- 
ever that  she  had  been  sold,  or  agreed  to  be  sold,  to  any  persons  in  the 
Confederate  States.  I  struck  out  some  parts  of  the  log-book,  but  I  will 
not  undertake  to  swear  that  I  struck  out  the  word  in  the  entry  of  the 
9th  of  June,  referred  to  as  follows :  '  Eeceived  on  board  four  hundred 

and  forty  cases  of  shell  and  stowed  them  in  the room.'    After  '  the' 

there  is  a  word  scratched  out,  between  the  word  '  the'  and  '  room.'    I 
have  never  stated  that  the  vessel  was  intended  for  a  vessel  of  war. 

" The  galley  was  moved;  the  caboose  was  in  the  galley;  it  was  in  its 
proper  place.  That  galley  was  in  the  mess  deck.  It  will  have  to  be 
placed  there  again  before  the  vessel  can  go  to  sea,  as  it  was  only  shifted 
for  the  convenience  of  the  men.  When  I  was  preparing  to  go  to  sea  on 
the  15th  of  June,  I  had  not  attempted  to  remove  the  galley.  There  was 
not  time ;  we  could  have  done  it  after  the  anchor  was  up.  Where  it  was 
originally  placed  it  was  not  near  the  magazine ;  it  was  removed  as  far 
as  possible  from  it.  If  the  magazine  was  filled  with  powder,  I  think  it 
would  be  quite  safe  if  the  galley  were  in  its  proper  place. 

"  The  ship  while  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage  was  frequently  visited  by 
Mr.  Lowe.  I  don't  know  when  Mr.  Lowe  left  this.  I  think  he  left  in  a 
vessel  called  the  Gordon  or  Nassau.    I  have  not  seen  him  since." 

The  questionnowto  be  decided  is,  whether,  upon  a  careful  consideration 
of  the  evidence,  there  appears  proof,  or  circumstantial  evidence  amount- 
ing to  reasonable  proof,  that  a  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  act  has  been  committed  by  the  parties  having  charge  of  the 
Oreto :  1st,  by  attempting,  by  any  act  done  since  she  came  into  this  col- , 
ony,  to  fit  or  equip  the  Oreto  as  a  vessel  of  war;  2d,  by  making  such 
attempt  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  and  equipping  her  as  a  vessel  of  war 
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for  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to  cruise  and  com- 
mit hostilities  against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America.  I 
have  already  said  that  what  took  place  before  the  vessel  came  here  can 
only  be  received  as  elucidatory  or  explanatory  of  what  occurred  since 
that  time.  Two  facts  have  been  proved,  both  of  which,  it  has  been  con- 
tended, are  violations  of  the  act.  One  is  that  while  the  vessel  lay  at 
Cochrane's  Anchorage  some  blocks  were  strajjped  in  such  a  manner  that 
they  might  be  used  as  gun-tackle  blocks,  and  that  they  were  so  called 
in  an  entry  in  the  ship's  log-book,  and  by  some  of  the  crew-  The  other, 
that  a  number  of  boxes  containing  shells  were  put  into  the  ship  after 
she  came  into  this  harbor,  and  were  taken  out  again. 

I  first  notice  the  evidence  relating  to  the  shells. 

A  permission  from  the  governor  in  council  to  ship  cargo  in  the  Oreto 
has  been  given  in  evidence ;  this  does  not  prohibit  any  kind  of  cargo ; 
shells  might,  therefore,  be  shipped  under  it  as  well  as  any  other  kind  of 
cargo.  It  appears  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Harris,  one  of  the  consignees 
of  the  vessel,  that  everything  relating  to  the  shipment  of  the  shells  was 
done  openly  and  bona  fide.  It  was  observed  by  the  advocate  general 
that  penal  statutes  need  not  now  be  construed  so  strictly  as  they 
formerly  were.  Supposing  that  to  be  the  case,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
it  is  necessary  to  act  on  them  with  great  caution.  Now,  what  is  the 
proof  that  these  shells  were  intended  for  the  arming  of  the  vessel? 
Wty  is  it  not  as  probable  that  they  were  intended  to  be  carried  as  many 
similar  cargoes  have  been,  and  landed  at  some  other  port!  Mr.  Harris, 
who  shipped  them,  swears  they  were  intended  as  cargo.  Captain  Du- 
guid  does  the  same,  and  so  does  Mr.  Duggan,  the  chief  mate.  What  proof 
is  there,  either  direct  or  circumstantial,  that  these  gentlemen  have  sworn 
to  what  is  false?  It  will  be  remembered  that  these  shells  were  taken 
out  of  the  Oreto,  and  landed  before  the  vessel  was  seized.  The  original 
intention,  therefore,  with  regard  to  the  shells,  whatever  it  may  have 
been,  had  been  abandoned  before  the  seizure  was  made.  Is,  then,  the 
mere  probability  that  such  original  intention  was  to  arm  and  equip  the 
vessel  for  war  purposes  sufficient  for  imputing  the  crime  of  perjury  to 
Mr.  Harris,  to  Captain  Duguid,  and  to  Mr.  Duggan,  and  for  the  con- 
demnation of  the  vessel  for  a  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  ? 
I  certainly  think  not. 

The  strapping  of  the  blocks  now  alone  remains  to  be  considered. 

While  the  vessel  lay  at  Cochran's  Anchorage  straps  were  put  on  some 
blocks  which  had  been  brought  in  her  from  England.  The  blocks  so 
strapped  might  be  used  as  gun-tackle  blocks,  but  blocks  so  strapped  may 
also  be  used  for  the  ordinary  j)urposes  of  a  merchant  ship.  What  proof  is 
there,  then,  that  they  were  to  be  used  as  gun-tackle?  1st,  it  is  contended 
because  they  were  named  gun-tackle  blocks  in  an  entry  in  the  ship's 
log-book,  and  were  so  called  by  some  of  the  crew ;  2d,  because  there 
were  more  of  them  than  could  be  required  for  the  ordinary  use  of  the 
ship  as  luff-tackle  or  watch-tackle,  and  then,  it  is  argued,  if  the  blocks 
were  intended  as  gun -tackle  blocks,  the  Oreto  having  been  constructed 
as  a  war  vessel,  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  they  were  intended  for  her 
equipment. 

The  other  side  in  reply  contend,  1st,  that  as  the  tackle  might  be  used 
for  either  of  the  purposes  before  mentioned,  the  mere  circumstance  ot 
the  mate,  in  his  entry  in  the  log-book,  or  some  of  the  crew,  not  know- 
in  <>■  for  what  they  were  really  intended,  choosing  to  call  them  gun-tackle 
blocks,  is  no  proof  whatever  that  the  owners  of  the  vessel  intended  to 
use  them  as  such ;  2d,  that  the  evidence  of  Captains  Parke,  Raisbeck, 
Waters,  and  Eustice,  all  master  mariners  and  men  of  much  experience, 
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has  proved  tliat  the  number  of  blocks  on  board  the  Oreto  is  not  at  all 
greater  than  would  be  required  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  the  ship, 
especially  as  she  is  a  new  vessel,  on  board  of  which  a  greater  number 
of  spare  blocks  is  usually  provided  than  is  to  be  found  in  vessels  that 
have  been  in  use.  That  Captain  Duguid  unequivocally  states  in  his 
evidence  that  the  blocks  were  solely  for  the  ordinary  use  of  the  vessel, 
and  were  never  intended  to  be  used  as  gun  tackle  blocks.  That  he  never 
ordered  them  to  be  strapped  as  such,  or  heard  them  called  so  until  he 
heard  the  evidence  given  in  this  court. 

Comparing,  then,  the  evidence  on  the  one  side  with  that  on  the  other, 
I  agree  in  the  opinion  that  the  mere  fact  of  blocks  which  might  be  used 
for  other  purposes  being  called  gun-tackle  blocks  by  persons  who  did 
not  know  for  what  purpose  they  were  intended,  is  not  proof  that  they 
were  intended  to  be  used  as  gun-tackle  blocks.  I  think  that  as  the  fact 
of  there  being  more  blocks  on  board  the  Oreto  than  were  required  for 
her  use,  is  a  matter  of  professional  opinion ;  and  as  the  opinion  of  sev- 
eral master  mariners,  quite  competenttoform  acorrect  one,  has  been  given 
in  the  evidence,  that  there  were  not  more  blocks  on  board  the  vessel 
than  might  have  been  required  for  ordinary  use,  I  ought  not,  in  the 
absence  of  any  valid  and  iiroduceable  reason  for  so  doing,  to  adopt  the 
opinion  of  one  party  in  preference  to  that  of  the  other.  The  consequence 
of  which  is,  that  the  fact  of  there  being  more  blocks  than  could  be 
required  for  the  ordinary  use  of  the  vessel  is  not  sufficiently  proved. 

Lastly,  I  see  no  evidence  to  invalidate  the  direct  and  positive  testi- 
mony of  Captain  Duguid^  that  the  blocks  were  not  intended  to  be  used 
as  gun-tackle  blocks. 

K  there  is  not  enough  proof  that  the  blocks  in  question  were  intended 
to  be  used  as  gun-tackle  blocks,  any  observation  as  to  the  probability 
arising  from  the  construction  of  the  ship  that  they  were  for  her  equip- 
ment becomes  unnecessary. 

If  the  evidence  given  to  prove  that  any  act  has  been  done  here  sub- 
jecting the  vessel  to  the  penalties  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  is  not 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  it  is,  perhaps,  superfluous  to  say  anything 
about  the  capacity  of  the  vessel  to  take  cargo,  or  her  connection  with 
the  Southern  States  of  America.  I  will,  however,  observe  that  although 
the  ship  may  not  be  calculated  to  carry  the  ordinary  bulky  cargo  of 
merchant  ships,  yet  there  are  certain  kinds  of  cargo  of  which  she  might 
carry  a  considerable  quantity.  For  example,  there  were  some  hundreds 
of  boxes  of  shells  put  on  board  of  her,  and  these  were  stowed  in  a  com- 
partment called  the  shell-room.  There  yet  remained  what  is  called  the 
magazine,  the  light-rooms,  and  other  places,  besides  the  cabin.  Into 
these  a  very  large  number  of  muskets,  sabers,  pistols,  and  other  warlike 
instruments  and  ammunition  might  be  stowed.  And  it  is  not  improb- 
able that  a  fast  vessel  of  this  description  might  be  used  for  what  is 
called  "  running  the  blockade,"  an  employment  which,  however  im- 
proper in  itself,  would  not  subject  the  vessel  to  forfeiture  here. 

I  think,  too,  that  the  evidence  connecting  the  Oreto  with  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America,  as  a  vessel  to  be  used  in  their  service  to  cruiser 
against  the  United  States  of  America,  is  but  slight.  It  rests  entirely 
on  her  connection  with  a  gentleman  named  Lowe,  who  came  out  passen- 
ger in  her,  and  some  evidence  has  been  given,  from_^which  it  may  be 
inferred  that  this  Mr.  Lowe  is  connected  in  some  way  with  the  Southern 
States.  He  is  said  by  some  of  the  crew  to  have  exercised  some  control 
over  the  Oreto.  This  is  denied,  on  oath,  by  Mr.  Harris  and  Captain 
Duguid.  But,  assuming  it  to  be  true,  and  assuming  also  that  Mr.  Lowe 
is  connected  with  the  Confederate  States,  no  one  can  state  that  Mr.. 
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Lowe  or  his  employers,  if  he  have  any,  may  not  have  engaged  the  Oreto 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  munitions  of  war,  which  we  have  seen  she  is 
capable  of  doing,  and  this  would  not  have  been  an  infringement  of  the 
act  under  which  she  is  libeled.  But  the  evidence  connecting  the  Oreto 
■with  the  Confederate  States  rests  almost  entirely  on  the  evidence  of  the 
steward,  Ward,  whose  testimony  1  have  already  explained  my  reasons 
for  receiving  with  much  doubt. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  do  not  feel  that  I  should 
be  justified  in  condemning  the  Oreto.     She  will  therefore  be  restored. 

With  respect  to  costs,  although  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  not  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  illegal  conduct  to  condemn  the  vessel,  yet  I  think  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  taken  together,  were  sufficient  to  justify 
strong  suspicion  that  an  attempt  was  being  made  to  infringe  that  neu- 
trality so  wisely  determined  upon  by  Her  Majesty's  government.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  officers  of  Her  Majesty's  navy  to  prevent,  as  far  as  may 
be  in  their  power,  any  such  infringement  of  the  neutrality.  I  think  that 
Captain  Hickley  had  prima  facie  grounds  for  seizing  the  Oreto,  and  I 
therefore  decree  that  each  party  pay  his  own  costs. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  65.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau^  N.  P.,  August  9, 1862. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  off  this  port  yes- 
terday morning  of  the  United  States  steamship  E.  E.  Cuyler,  Winslow, 
commander,  eight  days  from  Boston.  The  steamer  Oreto  had  left  this 
harbor  the  day  previous,  and  anchored  off  Hog  Island ;  but  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  Cuyler's  arrival  she  got  under  way,  and  kept  "  back- 
ing and  filling  "  around  that  vessel  while  she  lay  off  the  port.  Seeing 
these  suspicious  movements  of  so  suspicious  a  vessel.  Captain  Winslow 
concluded  not  to  leave  his  ship,  but  sent  a  boat  for  me,  and  I  promptly 
joined  him  on  board,  giving  him  all  the  information  in  my  power.  He 
concluded  to  stand  over  for  the  ]S"orthwest  Passage,  as  I  advised  that 
course  as  the  most  likely  method  of  trapping  the  Oreto,  which  vessel  is 
reported  to  be  bound  for  Charleston. 

Shortly  after  the  Cuyler  had  disappeared  the  Oreto  came  to  anchor 
off  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  and  Her  Majesty's  steamer  Petrel,  Watson, 
commander,  went  out  and  anchored  near  her  as  "  a  protection  against 
the  Yankees  cutting  out  the  privateer." 

Last  night  guns  and  shells  were  transported  to  the  Oreto  by  the 
schooner  Prince  Alfred,  which  has  been  purchased  by  the  Confederate 
States  agent,  Lafltte,  for  a  tender  on  the  British  confederate  ships. 

A  person  landing  at  Nassau,  ignorant  of  facts,  would  certainly  think 
that  this  was  England's  war,  from  the  activity  of  the  people  here  to  for- 
ward supplies  to  the  rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  66.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  K  P.,  August  12,  1862. 

Bte  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  sent  full  information 
of  current  events  here  by  a  sailing  vessel  which  left  here  for  New  York 
on  the  9th  instant,  but  as  the  British  steamer  Karnak  is  to  leave  to-day 
in  tow  of  a  steamer  for  the  same  destination,  I  condense  a  record  of 
those  dispatches  in  duplicate. 

The  steamer  Kate  left  for  the  blockaded  ports  August  2,  and  the 
British  steamer  Melita  for  London  the  same  day. 

The  Oreto  was  also  released  by  a  decree  of  Judge  Lees  in  the  vice-ad- 
miralty court,  against  the  most  conclusive  evidence  as  to  her  warlike 
character  and  intentions. 

The  testimony  of  Captain  Hickley,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Greyhound, 
who  seized  the  Oreto,  one  would  think  sufficient  to  have  condemned  that 
pirate  ship.  On  the  7th  August  the  Oreto  got  under  way  and  went  to  the 
anchorage  outside  of  Hog  Island,  and  again  on  the  8th  she  once  more  got 
under  way,  having  cleared  for  St.  John's,  New  Brunswick,  and  was  just 
leaving  when  the  United  States  ship  R.  E.  Cuyler,  Winslow,  commander, 
hove  in  sight,  and  while  the  latter  lay  off-and-on  to  communicate  with  me, 
the  Oreto  kept  hovering  around  the  Cuyler,  her  officers  and  crew  closely 
scanning  her.  Acting  on  my  advice  Captain  Winslow  did  not  anchoi', 
but  after  getting  all  the  information  I  possessed  he  stood  out  for  the 
l^orthwest  Providence  Channel.  Before  the  Cuyler  was  out  of  sight 
Her  Majesty's  ship  Petrel  steamed  out  of  the  harbor  and  Anchored  near 
the  Oreto,  whether  to  watch  her  movements  or  to  protect  her  against 
a  "Yankee  cutting-out  party"  from  the  Cuyler,  is  questionable. 

On  the  9th  the  schooner  Prince  Alfred,  which  had  been  purchased  by 
Lafltte,  the  confederate  agent  here,  left  this  port,  and  it  was  currently 
reported  and  generally  believed  that  she  had  on  board  the  armament 
for  the  Oreto,  and  as  that  vessel  left  the  same  night  (both  clearing  for  St. 
John's)  I  think  it  probable. 

I  have  given  full  details  of  these  movements  to  the  comma!nders  of 
the  Adirondack  and  Cuyler,  and  also  sent  such  information  to  the  dif- 
ferent consulates. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 

Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  WJiiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  67.]  United  States  Consulate,, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  August  16,.  1862. 

Sir  :  The  Oreto  is  reported  to  have  gone  to  Green  Cay,  about  fifty 
miles   south  west  from  Providence  Island,  and  it  is  also  reported  that 
the  schooner  Prince  Alfred  has  gone  there  to  deliver  to  the  Oreto  her 
piratical  armament. 
20  A  C— VI 
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1  have  sent  dispatches  to  the  United  States  cruisers,  by  the  best 
channels  open  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B.— The  Herald  is  getting  up  steam  to  run  the  blockade,  as  I  close 
this  dispatch. 

S.  W. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  68.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  August  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  the  papers  and  pamphlet 
containing  the  decree  of  Judge  Lees,  of  the  vice-admiralty  court  of  the 
Bahamas,  in  the  case  of  the  steam  pirate  ship  the  Oreto. 

As  I  said  before,  I  should  have  thought  that  the  testimony  of  Captain 
Hickley,  commander  of  one  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  steamers,  should 
have  had  more  weight  than  the  conflicting  evidence,  and,  obviously, 
false  swearing,  of  a  gang  of  mercenary  and  unprincipled  sailors.  You 
will  also  perceive,  in  the  clauses  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  mark,  that 
the  entries  in  the  log-book  were  erased,  or  ignored,  and,  as  a  ship's  log- 
book is  the  most  acceptable  evidence  in  any  court,  and,  in  fact,  the  most 
conclusive  that  can  be  adduced,  I  can  only  wonder  at  the  decision  of 
Judge  Lees  in  this  case.  I  have  labored  strenuously  to  effect  the  con- 
demnation of  this  formidable  cruiser,  but  without  avail. 

I  learu,  from  high  secession  authority  here,  that  the  Oreto  was 
the  first  of  six  vessels  of  her  class,  built  and  building  for  the  Confeder- 
ate States  of  America,  and  that  the  remainder  are  expected  in  these 
waters  in  about  sixty  days  from  "  neutral  England. " 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  73.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  September  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  three  seamen,  deserters 
from  the  Oreto  privateer,  at  Green  Cay,  have  just  arrived  here,  and 
have  confirmed  the  report  contained  in  my  dispatch  No.  67,  of  August 
16,  viz :  "That  the  Oreto  left  this  port  on  the  9th  of  August,  preceded 
by  the  schooner  Prince  Alfred,  which  had  on  board  the  armament 
"destined  for  the  pirate  ship ;  that  both  vessels  proceeded  to  Green  Cay, 
where  the  Oreto  mounted  six  broadside  guns  of  heavy  caliber,  and  two 
swivels,  a  bow  and  stern  chaser,  besides  shell  and  ammunition." 

These  deserters  state  that  the  Oreto  left  for  Cardenas,  Cuba,  with  a 
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very  small  crew,  and  that  the  officers  expressed  great  doubts  of  being 
able  to  man  her  sufficiently  for  their  nefarious  purposes. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  WHITING. 
Hon.  WiLLiA:ffi  H.  Sevtaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Certificate  of  Peter  Crawley  and  others. 

Bahama  Islands  : 

Be  it  known  and  made  manifest  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall 
come,  that  on  this  day,  being  Thursday,  the  ith  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  Peter 
Crawley,  lately  a  fireman  on  board  the  British  steamship  Pacific,  now 
lying  at  anchor  at  Hanover  Sound  Anchorage,  James  Lockyer,  lately  a 
seaman  on  board  the  British  bark  Mary,  of  and  belonging  to  the  port 
of  Liverpool,  and  Andrew  A.  Hagan,  late  seaman  on  board  the  British 
brig  Adelaide,  of  and  belonging  to  the  said  port  of  Liverpool,  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  severally  came  and  appeared 
before  me,  Thomas  William  Henry  Dillet,  notary  public  for  the  said 
Bahama  Islands,  by  lawful  authority  apj)ointed,  duly  admitted  and 
sworn,  and  did  then  and  there,  of  their  own  free  will  and  voluntary 
accord,  before  me,  the  said  notary,  severally  and  respectively,  and  each 
one  for  himself  only,  allege,  affirm,  declare,  and  say  in  manner  follow- 
ing, that  is  to  say : 

And  first  the  said  appearers  do,  and  each  of  them  doth  allege,  affirm, 
declare,  and  say,  that  on  a  Saturday  night  in  the  month  of  August  just 
past,  and  at  midnight,  they  were  proceeding  to  their  lodgings,  when  tliey 
met  a  mob  of  men  in  Bay  street  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  opposite  to  the 
Matanzas  Hotel ;  that  they  knew  some  of  the  men,  who  stopped  tliem, 
then  laid  hold  of  them  and  said,  "Come  on;"  that  they  asked  where  tliey 
were  going,  and  they  replied, "  On  board  of  the  Oreto,  to  work  all  the  night 
and  until  8  o'clock  the  next  day ;  that  they  were  going  to  discharge  a 
schooner's  cargo  into  the  Oreto,  and  they  were  to  get  five  dollars  each  for 
it;"  and  they  went  on  board  the  steamship  Oreto  with  her  quartermaster, 
named  Pearson,  but  previous  to  their  going  on  board  they  asked  for  an 
explanation,  and  Pearson  told  them  they  were  to  work  all  night  in  dis- 
charging a  schooner's  cargo  into  the  Oreto,  and  be  paid  at  8  o'clock  the 
next  day;  that  when  they  went  on  board  the  Oreto  she  was  then  lying 
outside  of  Hog  Island,  astern  of  Her  Majesty's  steam  corvette  Petrel, 
and  attached  to  her  by  a  hawser ;  that  the  Oreto  got  under  way  about 
an  hour  after  they  went  on  board,  and  then  went  to  sea,  and  after  tliey 
had  been  out  about  three  hours  the  Oreto  overtook  the  British  schooner 
Prince  Alfred,  of  and  belonging  to  the  port  of  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
which  vessel  came  by  us,  and  Captain  Maffitt  of  the  Oreto,  hailed  her  ; 
he  asked,  "What  schooner  is  that?"  and  the  reply  was,  "The  Prince 
Alfred."  Captain  Maffitt  then  asked  the  captain  of  the  Prince  Alfred  if 
he  wanted  a  tow,  and  he  said  "  Yes."  Captain  Maffitt  told  him  to  take  in 
all  sail,  as  he  could  tow  him  better.  The  captain  complied.  A  hawser 
was  sent  aboard  from  the  Oreto  and  made  fast  to  the  Prince  Alfred, 
■which  vessel  was  then  towed  astern  to  Green  Cay,  one  of  the  said 
Bahama  Islands. 

That  on  the  next  morning  they  began  to  discharge  the  Prince  Alfred's 
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cargo  into  the  Oreto ;  that  they  took  out  of  the  Prince  Alfred  eight 
cannon,  viz,  six  32-ponnder  broadside  guns,  and  two  68-pounder  pivot 
guns;  that  they  also  discharged  sliot  and  shell  in  cases,  a,nd  ammuni- 
tion in  kegs,  all  of  which  were  put  on  board  the  Oreto ;  that  the  cargo 
of  the  Prince  Alfred  was  more  than  could  be  stowed  in  the  Oreto,  and 
that  some  barrels  of  bread,  cases  of  shot  and  shell  were  left  in  her ; 
that  they  remained  so  employed  in  discharging  and  stowing  cargo  at 
Green  Gay  aforesaid  for  six  days,  and  that  before  the  Oreto  left  that 
place  she  had  all  her  guns  before  mentioned  mounted  on  her  deck. 

On  Sunday  morning,  a  week  after  they  had  been  employed,  they  were 
called  aft,  and  Captain  Maffltt  and  his  first  lieutenant  came,  and  they 
were  paid  three  pounds  each  for  the  work  they  had  done;  and  Gaptain 
Maffttt  told  them  they  would  also  receive  two  dollars  a  day  each  till 
tbey  reached  Nassau,  which  sum  has  not  been  paid  them  by  any  person 
or  persons ;  that  after  they  left  the  Oreto  they  went  on  board  the  Prince 
Alfred ;  that  the  Oreto  then  hoisted  anchor  and  got  under  way,  and 
when  about  one  or  two  hundred  yards  from  them,  she  hoisted  the  flag 
known  as  the  flag  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America;  that  her  crew 
manned  the  rigging  and  gave  three  cheers,  and  she  sailed  out  of  sight; 
that  they  sailed  in  the  Prince  Alfred  on  the  following  day,  and  went 
from  Green  Cay  to  Ragged  Island,  being  twelve  days  on  the  passage ; 
that  when  tbey  arrived  there  Captain  Moresman,  of  the  Prince  Alfred, 
told  them  that  Gaptain  Maffitt  had  directed  him  to  find  them  a  passage 
to  Nassau ;  that  they  asked  the  said  Moresman  what  about  the  two 
dollars  a  day  Gaptain  MafStt  had  promised  them,  and  he  said  he  knew 
nothing  about  it;  that  the  said  Moresman  paid  their  passage  to  Nassau 
in  the  sloop  Maria,  and  that  they  arrived  at  the  said  port  of  Nassau  ou 
Sunday,  the  31st  dav  of  August. 

PETEE  CRAWLEY. 
JAMES  LOCKYER. 
ANDREW  A.  HAGAN. 

All  which  matters  and  things  were  declared,  alleged,  and  aflrmed  as 
before  is  set  forth  in  the  presence  of  me,  the  said  notary,  and  therefore 
I  have  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed  my  notarial  seal,  being  requested 
to  testify  and  certify  the  premises ;  this  done  at  the  city  of  Nassau,  in 
the  island  of  New  Providence,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

[SEAL.]  T.  WILLIAM  HENRY  DILLET, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 
Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence  : 

I,  Thomas  William  Henry  Dillet,  of  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the 
island  of  New  Providence,  notary  public,  by  lawful  authority  ap- 
pointed, duly  admitted  and  sworn,  do  hereby  certify  and  attest'  unto 
all  whom  it  may  concern :  That  the  above  and  before  written  is  a  true 
copy  of  a  certain  declaration  made  before  me,  taken  and  extracted  from 
my  register  of  all  notarial  acts  by  and  before  me  granted  and  passed, 
marked  A,  folio  91.  And  I  do  hereby  further  certify,  that  the  said 
declaration  was  taken  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  acts 
of  the  Bahama  legislature,  made  and  passed  in  the  reign  of  her  present 
Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  viz,  the  act  11  Vic,  ch.  7,  entitled  '■'■An  act  for 
the  abolition  of  unnecessary  oaths,''^  and  the  act  15  Vic,  ch.  8,  entitled 
'^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '•An  act  for  the  abolition  of  unnecessarv 
oaths:" 

In  witnesswhereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  notarial  seal  at 
Nassau,  this  2d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1869. 

[SEAL.]  T.  WILLIAM  HENRY  DILLET, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 
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Bahama  Islands  : 

[SEAL.j  By  his  excellency  Sir]  James  Walker,  K.  0.  M.,  G.  C.  B.,  gov- 
ernor and  commander  in-chief  in  and  over  the  said  islands, 
chancellor,  vice-admiral,  and  ordinary  of  the  same. 

To  all  to  ichom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting : 

Be  it  known  that  Thomas  William  Henry  Dillet,  by  whom  the  annexed 
certificate  is  subscribed,  was,  on  the  day  of  the  date  thereof,  and  now 
is,  a  notary  public  for  the  said  Bahama  Islands ;  therefore  all  due  faith 
and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be  had  and  given  to  the  said  annexed  certi- 
ficate. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  islands  to 
be  hereunto  aflSxed  at  "N'assau,  New  Providence,  this  28th  day  of  May, 
A.  D.  1869,  and  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  Her  Majestv's  reign. 

JAMES  WALKEE. 
By  his  excellency's  command, 

GEOKaB  0.  Stbahan, 

Colonial  Secretary.  ■ 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Governor  Bayley. 

TJnited  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  September  8,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  I  have  good 
aiitbority  for  stating  that  the  schooner  Prince  Alfred,  of  Nassau,  took 
the  Oreto's  armament  from  this  place,  and  discharged  the  same  on  board 
that  steamer  at  Green  Cay,  one  of  the  Bahamas ;  that  the  Oreto  left 
Green  Cay  with  the  secession  flag  flying  at  her  peak ;  that  the  Prince 
Alfred  has  returned  to  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  audi  am  credibly  informed 
that  her  captain  is  again  shipping  men  to  be  sent  to  the  Oreto,  in  direct 
contravention  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

I  earnestly  urge  your  excellency  to  institute  some  inquiries  into  this 
matter,  and  to  prevent  these  acts  so  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the 
friendly  Government  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

SAML.  WHITING. 

Governor  Bayley, 

Bahamas,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Certificate  of  Governor  WalJcer. 

Bahama  Islands  : 

By  his  excellency  Sir  James  Walker,  K.  0.  M.  G.,  Q.  B.,  governor  and 
"commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  said  islands,  chancellor,  vice-ad- 
miral, and  ordinary  of  the  same. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  greeting  : 

Be  it  known  that  Ormond  D.  Malcolm,  by  whom  the  annexed  docu-. 
raents  are  subscribed,  was,  on  the  day  of  the  date  thereof,  and  now  is, 
a  notary  public  for  the  said  Bahama  Islands ;  therefore  all  due  faith  and 
credit  are  and  ought  to  be  had  and  given  to  the  said  annexed  documents. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  islands  to  be 
hereunto  affixed,  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  this  29th  day  of  May,  A. 
D.  1869,  and  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign. 

JAS.  WALKER. 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 

Geo.  Shuhan,  Colonial  Secretary. 


Affidavit  o_f  B.  U.  M.  Solomon,  shipping  agent. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence  : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  ninth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  personally  came  and 
appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public,  by  lawful 
authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing 
in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence  aforesaid,  Eich- 
ard  Elias  Mackey  Solomon,  of  the  said  island  of  New  Providence,  clerk, 
who  did  solemnly  swear,  depose,  and  say  in  manner  following,  that  is 
to  say: 

I  remember  the  arrival  of  the  steamship  Oreto  at  Nassau  ;  it  was  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  1863.  On  arriving  she  proceeded  to  Cochrane's 
Anchorage ;  I  had  occasion  to  proceed  to  that  anchorage  to  visit  the 
steamer  Leopard,  then  lying  there.  I  was  about  to  open  a  shipping 
office  at  Nassau,  and  I  wanted  to  ascertain  if  the  Leopard  required  men. 
While  there,  I  went  on  board  of  the  Oreto,  saw  Captain  Duguid,  who 
was  in  command  of  her ;  I  asked  him  whether  he  wanted  any  men  for 
the  Oreto.  He  replied  "  that  he  did  not  want  any  then,  but  when  he  did 
he  would  let  me  know."  There  was  a  lighter  alongside  of  the  Oreto  at 
this  time,  putting  coal  on  board  of  her.  I  remember  seeing  the  Oreto 
come  into  the  harbor  of  Nassau.  About  three  or  four  days  before  the 
seizure  of  the  Oreto  by  Captain  Hickley,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Greyhound, 
I  went  on  board  of  her  in  company  with  a  Mr.  Pollock,  who  was  in  the 
employ  of  Messrs.  Lafltte  &  Heyliger,  the  Confederate  States  agents  at 
Nassau ;  we  went  on  board  to  see  when  the  captain  required  men  to  be 
sent  on  board.  The  captain  not  being  on  board,  we  returned  to  the 
shore.  On  landing.  Pollock  told  me  that  the  ship  required  sixty-four 
men,  and  directed  me  to  proceed  to  the  eastern  district  and  engage  as 
many  men  as  I  could,  and  bring  them  to  the  store  of  Messrs.  Hone  & 
Perpall,  who  were  carrying  on  business  in  Bay  street,  Nassau.  I  went 
to  the  eastward  and  engaged  seventeen  men  for  firemen,  stokers,  and  able 
seamen,  and  directed  them  to  go  to  Messrs.  Hone  &  Perpall's  store,  where 
Mr.  Pollock  would  ship  them.  Pollock  subsequently  told  me  that  they 
had  been  shipped.  That  same  afternoon,  at  the  request  of  John  Spidel, 
chief  engineer  of  the  Oreto,  I  engaged  a  man,  named  Cook,  as  third 


THE   OEETO    OE   FLORIDA.  311 

engineer,  and  he  went  on  board,  and  remained  there  until  she  was  seized. 
On  the  Sunday  following,  she  was  seized.  On  the  evening  that  the  Oreto 
was  released  from  the  court,  Captain  Maffltt,  whose  christian  name  is 
"  John  N.,"  I  believe,  sent  for  me ;  I  went  to  his  room  at  the  Royal  Vic- 
toria Hotel,  and  he  asked  me  whether  I  could  get  him  some  men.  I 
asked  him,  "  For  what  vessel  ?  "  He  replied,  "  For  the  Oreto."  I  asked 
him,  "  How  many  men  he  wanted."  He  said,  "  She  carries  a  large  com- 
plement of  men;  she  will  require  between  seventy  and  eighty."  He 
directed  me  to  go  on  board  of  the  Oreto,  and  obtained  from  Captain  Du- 
guid  a  list  of  the  number  of  men  that  were  required  for  each  depart- 
ment. I  went  on  board  of  the  Oreto  and  Captain  Duguid  furnished  me 
with  a  list.  I  then  came  on  shore  and  went  again  to  Captain  Mafifttt's. 
I  saw  him,  and  he  told  me  that  he  should  require  the  men  to  be  on  board 
by  the  Friday  following.  He  further  directed  me  to  put  the  men  on  board 
at  night,  and  to  be  quiet  in  all  my  movements.  He  told  me  to  offer  $32 
a  month  to  able  seamen,  $40  to  firemen,  $30  to  stokers,  and  $45  to  quar- 
termasters ;  to  the  first  boatswain  $45,  to  the  second  $35,  to  the  chief 
cook  $50,  to  the  second  cook  $40 ;  each  man  to  receive  one  mouth's  ad- 
vance, to  be  paid  on  board ;  all  these  sums  were  to  be  paid  In  gold. 

I  immediately  set  to  work  and  engaged  men  at  my  shipping  office  in 
Nassau  to  go  on  board  of  the  Oreto.  They  were  shipped  by  me  for  St. 
Johns,  New  Brunswick,  and  they  knew  by  this  that  they  were  to  run 
the  blockade  of  some  southern  port.  Men  were  always  shipped  fot  that 
port  whenever  it  was  intended  to  run  the  blockade.  By  Friday  evening, 
according  to  my  list,  I  had  shipped  and  sent  on  board  of  the  Oreto 
sixty-five  men.  Before  I  had  sent  them  all  on  board  she  had  left  the 
harbor  of  Nassau  and  gone  outside.  Between  10  and  11  o'clock  that 
night  (Friday)  I  went  on  board.  1  met  Captain  Maffltt  at  the  gangway. 
He  asked  me  "  where  the  balance  of  the  men  were."  I  told  him  that 
men  were  careless  of  going  in  the  Oreto,  as  they  did  not  believe  she  in- 
tended to  run  the  blockade.  He  said,  "  That  made  no  difference,  as  those 
on  board  knew  where  they  were  going ; "  and  further  said  that  he  must 
have  men  that  night,  if  he  gave  them  $100  a  month.  I  proposed  to  him, 
as  the  best  means  of  obtaining  men,  to  go  on  shore  and  seize  them  for 
that  night  and  the  next  day,  and  after  they  came  on  board,  to  make  ar- 
rangements with  them  to  go  on  the  voyage.  The  decks  of  the  Oreto  were 
at  the  time  filled  with  jjrovisions  and  other  things,  and  would  take  the 
men  all  night  to  stow  them  away.  He  said  to  me,  "  I  will  send  Mr. 
Pearson,  the  quartermaster,  and  John  Scott,  the  boatswain,  ashore  with 
you,  to  assist  you  in  getting  the  men  off."  I  then  asked  him  if  he  would 
sign  my  bill  for  the  shipping  of  the  sixty-five  men.  He  said  he  would 
call  the  men  over  and  see  if  they  were  on  board.  The  men  were  called 
over ;  fifteen  did  not  answer  to  their  names ;  ten,  whose  names  had  been 
called,  refused  to  go  in  the  ship,  and  they  returned  to  the  shore  with 
me.  After  the  men  had  been  called  over  I  obtained  paper  and  made  out 
another  bill  for  the  forty  men.  Captain  Maffltt  then  signed  it.  I  subse- 
quently received  payment  of  the  same  from  Messrs.  Henry  Adderly  & 
Company,  in  Nassau ;  it  amounted  to  £31  6s.  6d.  I  returned  to  the  shore 
with  Pearson  and  Scott,  and  they  engaged  fourteen  men  to  go  on  board 
to  work  at  the  rate  of  $4  a  night  and  $3  a  day.  One  man  was  shipped 
named  Robert  Drigby,  as  a  mess-room  steward,  that  night.  I  remained 
on  shore;  the  boat  went  off  with  Pearson,  Scott,  and  the  men.  Most  of 
the  men  shipped  on  board  of  the  Oreto  were  British  subjects,  I  believe, 
as  they  nearly  all  came  in  British  vessels  from  England. 

The  next  night,  which  was  Saturday  night,  I  received  a  note  from  the 
agent  of  the  Confederate  States,  requesting  me  to  take  charge  of  the 
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British  schooner  Prince  Alfred,  then  lying  in  the  port  of  Nassau,  and 
pilot  her  out  of  the  harbor,  and  put  her  to  sea.  I  went  on  board  of  her 
as  requested,  and  took  her  outside  of  the  harbor.  I  was  sent  for  to 
take  ber  out,  because  the  pilots  had  refused  to  take  her  out;  this 
was  told  me  by  Captain  Mosiman,  who  was  in  charge  of  her.  When 
he  got  outside  the  bar  a  light  was  struck  by  a  person,  who  was 
l)ointed  out  to  me  by  Captain  Mosiman  as  the  first  lieutenant  of  the 
Oreto.  As  soon  as  the  light  was  struck  I  asked  the  captain  to  heave  to, 
and  let  me  go  ashore.  The  steamship  Oreto,  at  this  time,  was  fastened 
by  a  hawser  to  the  stern  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Petrel,  near  the  bar.  As 
I  was  coming  on  shore  1  saw  the  Oreto  standing  to  the  north,  and 
shortly  afterward  round  to  and  come  toward  the  Prince  Alfred — it  was 
a  bright  moonlight  night.  Captain  Mosiman  told  me  that  when  he  got 
outside  the  Oreto  would  take  him  in  tow,  and  go  to  Green  Cay,  one  of 
the  Bahama  Islands ;  this  was  before  we  left  the  harbor. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  some  of  the  men  that  shipped  on  board 
of  the  Oreto,  viz : 

1,  El  chard  Pearson,  quartermaster;  2,  John  Scott,  first  boatswain; 
3,  John  Eourke,  fireman ;  4,  Charles  Petketch,  ast. ;  5,  Joseph  Jocobi, 
fireman;  6,  William  Marks,  fireman;  7,  Henry  Smith,  fireman;  8,  Jacob 
Holidge,  fireman;  9,  Wm.  J.  Woodward,  second  fireman;  10,  Manuel 
Dusaijts,  second  fireman ;  11,  James  Magher,  second  fireman ;  12,  John 
Crawley,  second  fireman ;  13,  Martin  Older,  second  fireman ;  14,  Patrick 
Gaffney,  second  fireman ;  15,  James  Martin,  second  fireman ;  16,  Lewis 
Inenito,  ast. ;  17,  William  Stockholm,  do. ;  18,  Henry  Scott,  steward ; 
19,  Eobert  Eigby,  mess-room  steward.  I  remember  the  name  of  one  of 
the  men  sent  by  me  to  be  shipped  on  board  of  the  Oreto  before  she  was 
seized.  His  name  was  John  H.  McGregor,  He  was  shipped  by  Pollock 
at  "  Hone  &  Perpall's." 

I  remember  the  arrival  at  this  port  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1863 
of  the  Confederate  States  steamship  Florida,  commanded  by  Captain 
.John  N.  Maffitt.  She  was  the  same  steamship  that  left  this  port  in  the 
month  of  August,  1862,  under  the  name  of  the  Oreto.  John  Spidel, 
whom  I  knew  to  be  chief  engineer  of  the  Oreto  when  she  was  at  ]!>rassau, 
came  to  my  shipping  office  during  the  time  the  Florida  was  here,  repre- 
sented himself  as  the  chief  engineer  of  her,  and  requested  that  eleven 
men  might  be  shipped  on  board  of  the  Florida.  He  had  come  to  the 
office  during  my  absence  and  seen  my  partner  in  the  business,  Martin 
Hauley.  Eleven  men  were  obtained,  and  they  were  taken  on  board  of 
the  Florida  by  my  partner,  Hauley.  The  Florida  was  then  lying  in  the 
harbor  of  Nassau.  When  Hauley  returned  he  brought  the  account  for 
shipping  the  men  signed  by  Captain  Maffitt.  I  took  the  account  to 
Messrs.  Henry  Adderly  &  Co.,  who  paid  me  the  amount.  The  sum  of 
£8  16s.  was  the  amount  of  the  account.  During  the  time  the  Florida 
was  in  the  harbor  of  Nassau  I  saw  lighters  alongside  of  her,  out  of  which 
she  was  being  coaled.  John  Spidel  also  saw  me  about  shipping  the 
eleven  men  as  well  as  my  partner.  In  a  former  part  of  this  deposition 
I  have  stated  that  ten  men  refused  to  go  in  the  Oreto  after  they  had 
been  shipped  and  got  on  board.  I  now  state  that  these  men  gave  as  a 
reason  for  their  refusal  that  the  Oreto  was  not  intended  to  run  the 
blockade. 

E.  E.  M.  SOLOMON. 

Sworn  to  at  Nassau  aforesaid  this  9th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1869, 
before  me. 

OEMOND  D.  MALCOLM, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 
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Affldavit  of  William  Brown. 

Bahama  Islands,  Ifew  Providence  : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  eighteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  personally  came 
and  appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public,  by 
lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  prac- 
ticing in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence  aforesaid, 
William  Brown  of  the  said  island  of  New  Providence,  mariner,  who  did 
solemnly  swear,  depose,  and  say  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say : 

I  remember  when  the  steamship  Oreto  was  in  the  port  of  Nassau  j  it 
"was  in  the  second  year  of  the  war  in  America.  One  Saturday  evening 
during  the  time  the  steamer  Oreto  was  in  port,  I  was  walking  down 
Bay  street,  Nassau ;  as  I  was  passing  the  Bay  lot  on  the  north  side  of 
the  street,  now  occupied  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Oralming  and  Company,  but  then 
used  by  Mr.  Charles  K.  Perpall,  who  was  then  carrying  on  business  in 
Nassau,  I  was  called  by  Mr.  Pollock  who  was  in  this  Bay  lot ;  I  went 
up  to  him ;  he  told  me  that  he  wanted  me  to  ship  as  a  boatswain  on 
board  of  the  Oreto,  and  to  get  as  many  men  as  I  could  to  come  to  him 
to  ship  on  board  of  the  Oreto.  I  had  known  Pollock  before  this,  hav- 
ing sailed  with  him  on  a  voyage  to  a  southern  port  during  the  blockade. 
At  the  time  he  spoke  to  me,  I  noticed  that  there  were  a  number  of  men  in 
the  shed  on  the  Bay  lot,  as  well  as  in  the  yard.  I  told  him  I  would  ship 
on  Monday,  and  I  promised  to  get  all  the  men  I  could  for  him.  I  went, 
and  succeeded  in  getting  about  eighteen  men  to  go  with  me  to  the  Bay 
lot.  After  they  got  there  I  saw  them  go  in  the  shed  and  sign  a  paper ; 
Pollock  would  let  them  sign,  and  then  he  would  pay  them  their  bounty. 
I  saw  him  pay  them  ;  I  saw  other  men  sign  besides  those  I  brought  up. 
1  saw  John  McGregor,  John  Hield,  James  Hall,  Levi  Munnings,  and 
Levi  Miller  sign  the  same  evening.  After  they  had  all  signed  I  saw 
them  get  into  boats  and  go  on  board  of  the  Oreto. 

Next  morning  Pollock  came  to  my  house  and  told  me  that  a  part  of 
the  inen  shipped  the  night  before  had  left  the  Oreto,  and  he  wanted 
me  to  hire  more  to  send  on  board,  to  get  her  outside  and  to  wash  her 
decks  down.  I  went  out  and  engaged  seven  men  to  go,  and  they 
charged  him  $5  a  piece.  I  did  not  go  to  sign  on  Monday  morning,  be- 
cause the  Oreto  was  seized  the  day  before,  Sunday,  by  the  captain  of 
the  British  man-of-war  then  in-port.  Pollock  offered  me  $55  if  I  would 
sign  as  boatswain. 

WILLIAM  BEOWN, 

Sworn  to  at  Nassau  aforesaid,  this  18th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1869, 
before  me. 

ORMOND  D.  MALCOLM, 
notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


Affidavit  of  John  M.  McGregor,  sailor. 


Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence : 


Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  per- 
sonally came  and  appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary 
public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  resid- 
ing and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Prov- 
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idence  aforesaid,  John  Henry  MacGregor,  of  the  said  island  of  New 
Providence,  late  a  mariner  and  now  a  private  soldier  in  Her  Majesty's 
second  West  India  regiment  of  foot,  who  did  solemnly  swear,  depose, 
and  say  as  follows : 

I  have  been  for  some  time  a  mariner,  but  am  now  serving  as  a  private 
soldier  in  Her  Majesty's  second  West  India  regiment  of  foot,  stationed 
at  Nassau.  Sorae  time  in  the  year  1862  I  was  at  Nassau ;  the  British 
steamship  Oreto  was  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Nassau.  One  Saturday 
evening,  while  she  was  so  lying  in  port,  I  was  accosted  in  the  street  by 
Eichard  E.  Solomon,  whom  I  knew  to  be  a  shipping  master,  who  asked 
whether  I  would  like  to  ship  on  board  the  steamer  Oreto.  I  was  in 
company  with  a  number  of  other  young  men.  They  were  also  asked  by 
Solomon  if  they  would  ship  on  board  the  Oreto.  Upon  being  asked,  we  in- 
quired of  Solomon  "  where  the  ship  was  bound  to,"  and  he  replied  that  he 
he  would  tell  us  when  we  came  up  to  ship.  We  went  with  him.  Besides 
myself  there  were  about  ten  other  young  men.  I  remember  the  names 
of  four  of  them,  they  were:  Levi  Munnings,  James  Hall,  Eichard  Wood- 
side,  and  Thomas  Moss,  all  belonging  to  the  Bahamas,  and  British  sub- 
jects. We  proceeded  to  the  Bay  lot  premises,  now  occupied  by  Messrs. 
J.  C.  Eahming  &  Company.  The  present  building  was.  not  then  stand- 
ing there;  there  was  a  kind  of  shed  or  store-house  on  the  Bay  lot.  I  met 
there  Mr.  Charles  Eobert  Perpall,  a  person  then  carrying  on  business  in 
Nassau  with  a  Mr.  Hone,  of  Savannah.  There  was  another  person  there 
who  was  called  Mr.  Pollock ;  he  was  represented  to  us  as  the  mate  of  the 
Oreto.  I,  as  well  as  others,  asked  Mr.  Perpall  "  where  the  Oreto  was 
bound  to  ?"  He  replied  that  she  was  bound  to  Mobile  as  a  confederate 
privateer.  I  held  back  for  some  time,  but  afterward  agreed  to  join  her. 
Mr.  Perpall  told  us  that  we  would  receive  £6  per  month  as  wages,  and 
one  month  in  advance.  1  and  the  others  who  had  come  with  me,  including 
those  named  by  me,  then  signed  articles  to  go  in  the  steamship  Oreto,  and 
each  of  us  received  one  mouth's  pay  in  advance.  We  then  left  and  went 
on  the  wharf,  and  got  into  a  boat  to  go  on  board  the  ship.  Before  leav- 
ing, about  twelve  more  men  came  down  and  got  in  the  boat.  We  all 
went  off  together  and  reached  the  Oreto.  We  remained  on  board  of  her 
for  about  forty-eight  hours,  when  she  was  seized  by  an  of6.cer  from  Her 
Majesty's  ship  Greyhound,  then  lying  in  the  harbor.  We  then  left  the 
Oreto,  the  oflcer  telling  us  we  were  at  liberty  to  do  so.  The  twelve  men 
who  joined  us  in  the  boat  had  also  signed  articles.  Just  before  the 
ship  was  seized  about  ten  or  twelve  more  men  had  come  on  board  from 
the  shore  to  join  her. 

JOHN  H.  MoGEEGOE. 

Sworn  to  at  Nassau  aforesaid  this  24th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1869, 
before  me. 

OEMOND  D.  MALCOLM, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


Affidavit  of  Arthur  Bain. 

Bahama  Islands,  N'ew  Providence.- 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  lirst  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty -nine,  jjersonally  came 
and  appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public,  by 
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lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and 
practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence  afore- 
said, Arthur  Bain,  of  the  said  island  of  New  Providence,  cigar-maker, 
who  did  solemnly  swear,  depose,  and  say,  as  follows : 

I  was  a  fireman  on  board  of  the  steamship  Nashville  during  the  late  war 
between  the  Northern  and  Southern  States  of  America.  The  Nashville  was 
engaged  in  running  between  the  port  of  Nassau  and  the  blockaded  ports 
of  America.  On  returning  to  Nassau  in  the  last  trip  I  made  in  her,  I 
remembered  seeing  the  steamship  Oreto  lying  outside  of  the  harbor  of 
Nassau.  John  Spidel  was  the  second  engineer  of  the  Nashville  while  I 
was  in  her.  He  employed  me  to  go  on  board  of  the  Oreto  some  three 
months  after  I  left  the  Nashville;  I  was  to  work  on  board  of  her  in 
cleaning  her  engines,  assorting  coal,  and  filling  her  bunkers.  I  w'ent  on 
board,'  and  found  seven  other  men  employed  there.  I  remained  working 
on  board  of  her  about  fifteen  days.  While  employed  in  assorting  the 
coals,  we  came  across  two  brass  cannons  in  her  bunkers;  they  were  in 
tarred  canvass  cases.  The  case  on  one  of  them  was  broken,  and  I  could 
see  the  gun;  they  were  buried  'in  the  coals.  After  clearing  out  the 
bunkers,  we  shoved  the  two  guns  further  back,  and  arranged  the  coal 
so  as  completely  to  cover  them  and  keep  them  out  of  sight;  we  did  this 
under  orders.  I  left  the  Oreto  on  a  Thursday  evening.  Before  leaving, 
Spidel  told  me  on  the  Thursday  that  he  intended  the  next  day  to  ship 
engineers  and  firemen  to  go  in  the  Oreto,  and  requested  me  to  come  up 
to  the  store  of  Mr.  Charles  R.  Perpall,  in  Bay  street,  and  ship  on  her  as 
a  fireman.  He  told  me  I  would  receive  £12  as  bounty.  He  also  informed 
me  that  a  schooner,  then  lying  in  the  port  of  Nassau,  called  the  Prince 
Alfred,  was  to  take  in  an  armament  and  provisions  for  the  Oreto,  and 
would  meet  her  at  Green  Cay,  and  that  when  the  Oreto  arrived  there 
the  men  would  all  be  properly  rated,  and  that,  although  the  wages  would 
be  small,  the  prize-money  from  prizes  would  be  a  good  deal.  On  the 
next  day  I  went  to  Mr.  Perpall's  store,  but  was  not  able  to  ship  in  con- 
sequence of  the  crowd  of  men  who  were  then  there  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing shipped.  I  went  up  the  next  day,  Saturday,  and  signed  articles  as  a 
first-class  fireman  on  board  of  the  Oreto,  and  receiving  £12  sterling  from 
Mr.  Perpall.  Sj)idel  was  present,  and  told  me  to  come  on  board  the 
next  day,  as  the  Oreto  would  leave  through  the  night,  (Sunday.)  I  saw 
the  names  of  Eobert  Seely,  George  Walker,  and  Harry  MacCarthy  on 
the  articles  when  I  signed — Seely  as  third  assistant  engineer,  Walker 
and  MacCarthy  as  firemen.  These  three  men  had  been  working  on  board 
of  the  Oreto  with  me  at  the  time  we  were  cleaning  her  up.  I  did  not  go 
on  board  the  next  day  as  I  was  directed,  in  consequence  of  the  Oreto 
being  seized  that  day  by  the  captain  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Greyhound, 
which  vessel  was  then  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Nassau. 

During  the  time  I  was  on  board  the  Oreto  cleaning  her  up,  I  saw  about 
sixty  sacks  of  coal  on  her  deck.  After  we  had  cleared  out  the  coal  dust 
there  were  about  two  hundred  tons  of  coal  left  below,  to  which  we  added 
the  sixty  sacks  that  were  on  deck.  We  also  took  out  and  beat  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four  hammocks;  they  were  fitted  for  hooks,  and  I 
saw  the  hooks  already  fitted  to  hang  them  by.  There  were  also  about 
sixty  cases  of  blankets  beaten  out.  The  hammocks  and  blankets  were 
afterward  put  in  the  bunkers,  in  a  place  which  seemed  to  have  been 
built  for  them,  and  the  coals  were  all  ranged  alongside  of  the  partition, 
thus  hiding  them  out  of  sight.  I  saw  in  Spidel's  cabin  a  cedar  case, 
which  had  in  it  four  confederate  flags.  I  also  saw  at  the  foot  of  his 
berth  another  large  confederate  flag;  there  were  also  three  small  ones 
under  his  pillows.    I  saw  these  while  I  was  searching  in  his  cabin  for 
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some  brandy  that  he  sent  me  to  look  for.  I  heard  that  Captain  Maffitt 
was  to  go  in  charge  of  the  Oreto;  I  saw  him  on  board  of  her  three  times. 
We  used  to  have  private  conversations  with  Spidel. 

AETHUE  M.  BAIN. 

Sworn  to  at  Nassau  aforesaid,  this  first  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1869, 
before  me. 

OEMOND  D.  MALCOLM, 

Notary  PuMic,  Bahamas, 


Affidavit  of  James  Jenkins, 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  February,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-niae,  person- 
ally came  and  appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary 
public,  by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  resid- 
ing and  practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Provi- 
dence aforesaid,  James  Jenkins,  of  the  said  island,  mariner,  who  did 
solemnly  swear,  depose,  and  say,  as  follows : 

I  am  a  mariner ;  I  remember  the  steamship  Oreto ;  she  was  in  the 
harbor  of  Nassau  some  time  in  the  year  1862.  One  Saturday,  during  the 
time  the  Oreto  was  here,  I  was  walking  along  Bay  street,  when  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Perpall,  then  a  merchant  of  this  city,  called  me ;  he  was  at 
his  shop  door.  He  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to  ship ;  I  asked,  "  In  what 
vessel  f  He  replied,  "  The  Oreto."  I  asked  what  wages  were  given  ; 
he  answered  that  he  could  not  tell  me  then,  but  that  he  wanted  about 
thirty  or  forty  men  to  ship,  and  he  would  like  me  to  go  and  get  them 
for  him.  I  agreed  to  do  so  and  went  and  got  a  number  of  young  men, 
and  took  them  up  to  his  shop  that  evening  about  4  o'clock.  He  carried 
us  over  to  the  Bay  lot  premises,  where  Messrs.  J.  C.  Eahming  &  Co.  now 
carry  on  business.  There  was  a  shed  on  the  lot ;  when  we  went  in  we 
found  Mr.  Pollock  there ;  I  had  known  him  before ;  he  was  represented 
as  the  mate  of  the  Oreto.  All  of  the  men  that  I  brought  up  signed 
articles  to  go  in  the  Oreto ;  I  also  signed  as  a  second  boatswain  and 
Bahama  pilot.  The  men  received  an  advance  on  signing ;  Pollock  paid 
them.  I  received  $55 ;  Pollock  told  me  that  I  would  have  to  take 
the  Oreto  round  to  Green  Cay  to  take  in  some  cases,  and  from  there 
we  would  go  to  Havana  for  coal,  from  Havana  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  if  possible  go  into  Mobile,  or  any  southern  port  that  could  be  en- 
tered. He  said  that  he  had  not  told  any  of  the  other  men  what  was  to 
be  done,  and  where  she  was  going  to,  but  as  I  was  to  take  her  round 
he  would  tell  me,  and  if  she  got  in  safe  I  would  receive  $85.  I  recollect 
the  names  of  some  of  the  men  who  signed  the  articles ;  there  were  Levi 
Munnings,  William  Martindale,  Stephen  Cleare,  Joseph  Paul,  John  Mc- 
Gregor, and  William  Brown.  I  cannot  recollect  any  more.  After  sign- 
ing articles  we  went  on  board ;  this  was  between  5  and  6  o'clock  on  Sat- 
urday evening.  Pollock  came  on  board  after  us ;  I  asked  for  leave  to 
go  on  shore  that  night ;  Pollock  allowed  me  to  go,  telling  me  to  return 
by  break  of  day  the  next  morning.  I  returned  very  early ;  we  were  to 
have  left  on  Sunday,  but  about  10  or  11  o'clock  of  that  day  the  com- 
mander of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Greyhound  came  on  board  and  seized  the 
Oreto.  The  reason  we  had  not  left  was  that  the  white  crew  of  the  Oreto 
had  been  giving  some  trouble.    The  captain  of  the  Greyhound  told  us 
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to  leave  the  sbip ;  that  as  British,  subjects  we  had  no  right  to  ship  on 
her,  as  we  did  not  know  where  we  were  going  to  ;'  we  all  left  next  day. 
Pollock  sent  for  us,  and  told  us  to  give  up  the  money  that  had  been  ad- 
vanced ;  some  of  the  men  did  so ;  he  told  me,  however,  that  he  would 
get  the  Oreto  clear,  and  he  would  still  want  me  to  go  in  her.  I  told 
him  thati  did  not  feel  like  going;  I  did  not  join  her  afterwards.  Some 
time  after  this  I  was  employed  to  load  a  schooner  called  the  Prince  Al- 
fred. James  Stoer,  who  is  now  a  pilot,  employed  me ;  he,  his  brother, 
Dennis  Stoer,  and  one  Adam  Vromer,  had  the  contract  to  load  her. 
The  schooner  was  lying  alongside  of  Mr.  Henry  Adderley's  wharf ;  she 
was  loaded  with  a  number  of  cases  said  to  contain  small-arms,  and  other 
cases.  We  put  two  guns  on  board  of  her  from  Mr.  Adderley's  wharf ; 
the  cases  were  open.  After  she  hauled  in  the  stream  two  more  guns  were 
taken  from  Mr.  Harris's  wharf,  put  into  a  lighter,  and  put  on  board  of 
the  Prince  Alfred.  I  remember  seeing  the  Oreto  in  the  harbor  of  Nas- 
sau after  this ;  she  was  then  called  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Flor- 
ida; while  here  she  took  in  coals  and  provisions.  I  was  employed  with 
other  men,  by  Mr.  Edwin  Lloyd,  to  go  in  the  lighters  and  coal  her,  and 
put  the  provisions  on  board  of  her.  She  was  coaled  in  one  night ;  we 
put  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  tons  of  coal  in  her. 

JAMES  JENKINS. 

Sworn  to  at  Nassau  aforesaid,  this  seventeenth  day  of  Pebruarv,  A. 
D.  1869,  before  me. 

OEMOND  D.  MALCOLM, 

Notary  Vuhlic,  Bahamas. 


Affidavit  of  John  8.  Howell. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence  : 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  sixteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  personally 
came  and  appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public, 
by  lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and 
practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence  afore- 
said, John  Sands  Howell,  of  the  said  island  of  New  Providence,  dock  pro- 
prietor, who  did  solemnly  swear,  depose,  and  say,  in  manner  follow- 
ing, that  is  to  say : 

1  was  the  lessee  of  the  hotel  called  the  Eoyal  Victoria  Hotel,  in  the 
city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  in  the  years  1861, 
1862,  and  part  of  1863.  While  in  Nassau  I  always  lived  at  the  hotel, 
and  had  sole  control  of  it.  Captain  Maf&tt,  who  commanded  the  so-called 
confederate  war  steamer  Plorida,  was  a  boarder  at  the  hotel  in  the  year 
1862.  He  took  rooms  there  on  the  24th  day  of  February  in  that  year, 
as  will  appear  on  reference  to  the  register  book  kept  at  the  hotel.  He 
was  also  a  boarder  there  in  the  month  of  May  of  the  same  year.  He 
took  his  rooms  on  the  6th  day  of  May,  1862 ;  on  this  occasion  he  was 
accompanied  by  his  daughter.  His  name  is  entered  on  the  register  that 
day.  It  is  again  entered  on  the  26th  day  of  May  of  the  same  year. 
This  register  book  was  entirely  under  my  supers'ision  during  the  time  I 
was  at  the  hotel.  I  personally  knew  Captain  Maffltt  while  he  was  afthe 
hotel ;  I  conversed  with  him  on  several  occasions.  He  left  the  hotel 
about  the  same  time  that  a  steamship  called  the  Oreto,  which  vessel 
was  in  the  port  of  Nassau  in  the  year  1862  left.  It  was  a  current  rumor 
in  Nassau  at  the  time,  that  he  had  left  in  command  of  the  Oreto,  to  go 
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to  Green  Cay,  and  that  a  schooner,  called  the  Prince  Alfred,  would 
follow  her  there  with  an  armament  and  crew.  Green  Oay  is  about 
eighty  miles  to  the  south  of  the  island  of  New  Providence,  on  the  edge 
of  the  tongue  of  the  ocean.  Captain  Mafiitt  subsequently  returned  to 
Nassau.  He  arrived  here  in  command  of  the  so-called  confederate 
war  steamer  Florida.  I  went  on  board  of  her,  and  recognized  her  as 
the  steamship  Oreto,  that  had  left  the  port  of  Nassau  some  months 
previously.  Captain  Eaphael  Semmes  was  also  at  Nassau  in  the  year 
1862.  I  knew  him  personally,  and  frequently  conversed  with  him ;  he 
was  also  a  boarder  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Hotel.  According  to  the 
register,  he  took  rooms  there  on  the  8th  day  of  July,  1862.  About  two 
Aveeks  after  the  arrival  of  Captain  Semmes,  a  dinner  was  given  in  honor 
of  him  at  the  hotel,  by  Messrs.  Heyliger  and  Lafltte,  the  agents  of  the 
Confederate  States  at  Nassau.  There  were  about  forty  persons  at  this 
dinner.  The  same  two  gentlemen  also  gave  a  dinner  in  honor  to  Cap- 
tain MafiBtt,  at  the  hotel,  in  the  year  1862  ;  this  dinner  was  attended  by 
the  same  number  of  persons.  At  the  time  I  visited  the  Florida  in  the 
porb  of  Nassau,  she  was  taking  in  coal  from  lighters  alongside  of  her. 

JOHN  S.  HOWELL. 

Sworn  to  at  Nassau  aforesaid,  this  16th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1869, 
before  me. 

OEMOND  D.  MALCOLM, 

Notary  Public^  Bahamas. 


Affidavit  of  Adam  Bomer, 

Bahama  Islands,  Wew  Providence  : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  twenty-Sixth  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  personally  came 
and  appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public,  by 
lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  prac- 
ticing in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence  aforesaid, 
Adam  Eomer,  of  the  said  island  of  New  Providence,  stevedore,  who 
did  solemnly  swear,  depose,  and  say,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to 
say: 

I  am  a  stevedore  by  trade.  In  the  year  1862  I  was  carrying  on  that 
business  in  partnership  with  two  brothers,  named  Dennis  Stoer  and 
James  Stoer.  We  carried  on  the  business  in  Nassau,  in  the  island  of 
New  Providence.  During  that  year  we  were  engaged  by  Captain  Mosi- 
man,  the  master  of  the  schooner  Prince  Alfred,  to  load  her.  It  was  the 
time  the  steamer  Oreto  was  here;  the  Oreto  had  been  in  the  harbor,  but 
afterwards  went  outside  of  the  bar.  The  Prince  Alfred  was  lying  at  Mr. 
Adderley's  wharf,  opposite  No.  1  warehouse.  Myself  and  my  partners 
loaded  her  while  she  was  lying  there.  We  put  on  board  of  her  salt,  and 
small  cases  which  contained  shot.  There  wel-e  five  or  six  long  cases  put 
oh  board  of  her,  which  I  supposed  to  be  guns.  A  number  of  kegs  of  pow- 
der were  also  put  on  board  of  her.  She  was  loaded  from  the  wharf. 
We  were  occupied  from  Friday  until  Saturday  night,  8  o'clock,  working 
throughout  9-11  Friday  night.  There  were  large  quantities  of  cases  put 
on  board  of  her.  On  the  Saturday  evening,  after  finishing  at  the  wharf, 
we  hauled  into  the  stream,  and  about  6  o'clock  we  took  in  two  large 
cases  from  lighters  that  came  alongside.  In  these  cases  were  guns ; 
each  case  had  a  large  gun ;  the  cases  being  broken  I  could  see  them. 
They  were  placed  one  on  each  side  of  the  Prince  Alfred's  deck.    We 
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were  paid  for  our  work  by  Messrs.  Henry  Adderley  and  Company.   The 
Prince  Alfred  had  no  other  cargo  in  her  except  what  we  put  in. 

ADAM  EOMEE. 

Sworn  to  at  IfTassau  aforesaid,  this  26th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1869, 
before  me. 

OEMOND  D.  MALCOLM, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


Affidavit  of  Boiert  Bassen. 

Bahama  Islands,  Neic  Providence : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  personally  came 
and  appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public,  by 
lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  prac- 
ticing in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence  aforesaid, 
Robert  Bassen,  of  the  island  of  New  Providence  aforesaid,  mariner, 
who  did  solemnly  swear,  depose,  and  say  as  follows : 

I  am  a  mariner,  and  have  been  following  that  occupation  for  many 
years.  I  remember  the  British  steamship  Oreto  coming  to  the  port  of 
Nassau;  it  was  during  the  early  part  of  the  war  in  America  between 
the  Northern  and  Southern  States.  I  first  saw  her  ia  the  harbor  of 
Nassau.  The  next  time  I  saw  her  was  at  Green  Cay,  which  is  on  the 
edge  of  the  Bahama  Bank.  I  was  near  the  bay,  fishing  in  the  smack 
Surprise,  belonging  to  the  late  J.  J.  Piulayson.  There  were  four  other 
men  in  the  smack  with  me ;  their  names  were  Joshua  Pleasant,  Anthony 
McKinney,  Henry  "Williams,  and  Joseph  Lightbourn.  There  was  an- 
other smack  fishing  there  at  the  same  time  named  the  Orival ;  George 
Snow  was  the  master  of  her.  The  Oreto  was  lying  at  Green  Cay  when 
we  got  there.  The  next  morning  after  our  arrival  there  the  schooner 
Prince  Alfred  came  up  and  went  alongside  of  the  Oreto.  While  we 
were  lying  there  a  boat  came  alongside  of  us  from  the  Oreto.  There 
was  an  officer  in  her  in  uniform  and  four  men.  He  said  he  wanted  us 
to  bury  a  man  that  had  died  on  board  of  the  steamer.  We  (that  is,  the 
crew  of  the  Surprise)  went  on  board  of  the  steamer  and  took  the  dead 
body  off  to  the  cay  in  one  of  the  steamer's  boats,  and  buried  it  right 
abreast  of  the  house  that  is  on  the  cay.  I  saw  a  number  of  sick  men 
in  the  house,  belonging  to  the  steamer ;  it  was  used  as  a  hospital.  After 
the  steamer  left,  we  found  a  lot  of  provisions  in  the  house.  Green  Cay 
is  about  sixty  miles  from  New  Providence.  While  we  remained  there  I 
saw  guns  and  boxes,  and  cases,  and  other  materials,  sent  on  board  of 
the  Oreto  from  the  Prince  Alfred.  I  also  went  on  board  of  the  steamer, 
and  I  there  saw  guns  mounted  on  her  decks,  and  men  engaged  in  mount- 
ing guns.  There  was  nobody  living  on  the  cay  permanently  at  the  time. 
I  knew  the  Prince  Alfred,  as  1  had  worked  on  board  of  her;  she  was 
afterwards  called  the  Pocataligo.  I  was  at  the  cay  when  the  Oreto  left ; 
she  had  a  large  crew  on  board  of  her.  When  she  started  the  crew 
manned  the  rigging  and  gave  three  cheers ;  the  confederate  flag  was 
then  hoisted  upon. her. 

his 

EOBERT  +  BASSEN. 

mark. 

Sworn  to  at  Nassau  aforesaid,  the  28th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1869,  be- 
fore me. 

ORMOND  D.  MALCOLM, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 
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Affidavit  of  Anthony  McKinney. 

Bahama  Islands,  Weic  Providence  : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty -nine,  personally  came 
and  appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public,  by 
lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and 
practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  'Sew  Providence  afore- 
said, Anthony  McKinney,  of  the  said  island  of  New  Providence,  mariner, 
who  did  solemnly  swear,  depose,  and  say  as  follows : 

I  am  a  mariner,  a  native  of  the  Bahama  Islands.  I  have  been  engaged 
as  a  fisherman  among  the  cays  and  islands  of  the  Bahamas  for  many 
years.  I  remember  the  British  steamship  Oreto  coming  to  Nassau ;  it 
was  while  the  war  was  going  on  between  the  Northern  and  Southern 
States  of  America.  Some  time  after  she  had  come  to  Nassau  I  was  out 
in  the  smack  Surprise  on  a  fishing  voyage.  Eobert  Bassen,  Joshua 
Pleasant,  Henry  Williams,  and  Joseph  Lightbourne  were  in  the  smack 
at  the  same  time.  We  went  to  Green  Cay  during  our  voyage.  The 
steamship  Oreto  was  lying  there  while  we  were  there.  An  officer  came 
off  to  our  vessel  from  the  Oreto  to  get  our  assistance  to  bury  a  man  from 
her.  We  went  on  board  and  took  the  dead  body  ashore  at  Green  Cay 
and  buried  it.  The  oflcer  was  in  uniform.  There  were  a  number  of 
sick  men  in  the  house  at  Green  Cay  at  the  time  belonging  to  the  steamer. 
The  day  after  our  arrival  the  schooner  Prince  Alfred  came  up  from  the 
point  of  Green  Cay  and  went  alongside  of  the  Oreto.  The  Oreto  had 
towed  her  to  the  point  and  then  cast  her  off,  she  (the  Oreto)  coming  up 
to  the  anchorage  where  we  were.  I  went  on  board  of  the  Oreto  after 
the  schooner  came  up ;  we  went  for  our  pay  for  burying  the  man.  I 
noticed  large  guns  mounted  on  the  deck  of  the  Oreto,  and  the  men  were 
busily  engaged  with  other  guns.  She  had  a  number  of  men  on  board. 
We  were  at  the  cay  when  the  Oreto  left.  The  men  went  up  the  rigging 
and  gave  three  cheers.  She  had  a  flag  flying.  There  were  no  guns  on 
board  of  the  Oreto  when  we  went  on  board  to  take  the  dead  body  off. 

his 

ANTHONY  -f  McKINNEY; 

mark. 

Sworn  to  at  Nassau  aforesaid,  the  29th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1869,  before 
me. 

OEMOND  D.  MALCOLM, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


Affidavit  of  Thomas  B.  Lee. 

Bahama  Islands,  N'ew  Providence : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  third  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  personally  came 
and  appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public,  by 
lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and 
practicing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence  afore- 
said, Thomas  Belfel  Lee,  of  the  said  island  of  New  Providence,  mariner, 
who  did  solemnly  swear,  depose,  and  say  in  manner  following,  that  is 
to  say : 

I  am  a  mariner.  I  remember  the  British  steamship  Oreto  being  in 
the  harbor  of  Nassau.    It  was  some  time  in  the  year  1862.    I  remember 
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the  circumstance  of  her  seizure  at  this  port  of  Nassau  and  her  being 
afterwards  tried  and  released.  Captain  Mosiman  was  at  Nassau  at  this 
time.  He  was  in  charge  of  a  schooner  called  the  Prince  Alfred,  then 
lying  in  the  harbor  of  Nassau.  I  was  well  acquainted  with  him,  and 
"was  often  in  his  company  about  this  time.  I  remember  the  Prince  Alfred 
being  loaded  at  Mr.  Adderley's  wharf  at  the  time  the  Oreto  was  here.  I 
would  frequently  go  down  on  the  wharf  to  see  Captain  Mosiman,  and 
would  go  on  board  of  her.  I  saw  the  cargo  she  was  taking  in.  She 
took  in  six  cases  with  cannon,  and  a  large  quantity  of  shot  and  shell  and 
hand-grenades.  I  saw  other  cases  put  on  board  of  her.  There  was  also 
a  large  quantity  of  salt  in  sacks,  fine  Liverpool  salt.  All  this  cargo  was 
put  below.  I  was  on  board  of  the  Prince  Alfred  when  she  left  the  har- 
bor. It  was  about  1  o'clock  on  a  Sunday  morning.  A  person  named 
Eichard  Solomon  was,  I  think,  on  board.  The  Prince  Alfred  was  taken 
over  the  bar,  and  after  she  got  a  short  distance  out  the  Oreto  took  her 
in  tow.  The  Oreto  had  been  outside  some  time  waiting  for  the  schooner. 
T  heard  Captain  Mafatt  when  he  hailed  the  schooner,  and  shortly  after- 
wards she  was  taken  in  tow.  I  had  left  the  Prince  Alfred  just  before 
the  Oreto  took  her  in  tow.  I  saw  the  sails  of  the  Prince  Alfred  lowered 
as  soon  as  the  steamer  started  with  her  in  tow.  About  twenty-six  days 
after  this  Captain  Mosiman  returned  to  Nassau.  He  left  the  Prince 
Alfred  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage  and  came  down  for  myself  and  another 
man  to  ship  on  her.  I  went  with  him  and  we  put  to  sea,  going  through 
Douglas  channel.  After  being  out  three  or  four  days  we  encountered 
heavy  weather;  carried  away  sails  and  our  head-gear.  We  put  back, 
came  through  Douglas  channel,  and  anchored  in  on  the  bank.  While 
there  we  lost  our  anchors  and  had  to  run  to  Nassau.  Captain  Mosiman 
proposed  to  me  to  beach  the  schooner  on  the  bay  near  the  fort,  saying 
that  he  did  not  'want  to  be  seen  in  Nassau  by  the  government  offlcials, 
either  the  English  or  American.  1  asked  him  why,  and  he  said,  "Be- 
cause he  had  fitted  out  the  Oreto  under  English  colors."  I  subsequently 
put  her  ashore  on  the  west  end  of  Potter's  Cay,  and  came  to  town  and 
transacted  the  business  with  Mr.  Lafitte,  leaving  Mosiman  on  board. 
Mr.  Lafitte,  who  was  the  confederate  agent  at  Nassau,  supplied  me  with 
what  was  required  for  the  schooner.  Three  days  after  we  left  Nassau 
for  Wilmington,  where  we  arrived  after  five  days'  passage.  The  Prince 
Alfred  had  on  board  when  she  arrived  there  about  three  thousand  shot 
and  shell  in  cases  and  a  quantity  of  hand-grenades.  This  was  a  part  of 
the  cargo  she  shipped  in  Nassau  for  the  Oreto,  but  which  the  Oreto  did 
not  take.  When  we  got  to  Wilmington  we  were  quarantined,  but  the 
captain  left  us,  saying  he  had  to  go  to  Richmond  to  see  what  was  to  be 
done  with  the  shot  and  shell  and  other  things.  We  were  allowed  to  go 
up  to  the  town  "one  or  two  days  after  the  captain  returned.  We  landed 
the  cargo,  and  it  was  put  in  the  cars  to  be  sent,  as  the  captain  told  me, 
to  Mobile  to  go  on  board  of  the  Oreto,  which  vessel  was  expected  at 
that  port.  While  on  the  voyage  to  Wilmington  Mosiman  told  me  that 
he  had  put  the  guns  and  other  things  on  board  of  the  Oreto  at  Green 
Cay,  and  that  the  day  he  left  there  the  Oreto  was  manned  and  equipped 
ready  for  sea.  The  salt  that  was  on  board  of  the  Prince  Alfred  was  not 
sent  to  Mobile,  but  was  sold  in  Wilmington.  The  vessel's  name  was 
changed  to  Pocataligo  before  she  left  Wilmington.  I  afterwards  saw 
her  at  Nassau  under  the  confederate  flag.  Captain  Mosiman  told  me 
that  the  schooner  had  been  purchased  from  Mr.  Alexander  Johnson  to 
carry  the  guns  and  everything  that  the  Oreto  wanted  down  to  Green 
Cay.  I  was  the  second  mate  on  the  Prince  Alfred  on  her  voyage  to 
21  A  c— VI 
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Wilmington.    1  am  now  mate  of  tlie  British  brigantine  Atlantic,  of 
l!?^assau. 

THOS.  B.  LEE. 

Sworn  to  at  Nassau  aforesaid,  this  3d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1869, 
before  me. 

OEMOND  D.  MALCOLM, 

Notary  Public^  Bahamas. 


Bahama  Islands: 

By  His  Excellency  Sir  James  Walker,  K.  0.  M.  G.,  C.  B.,  governor  and 
r  1   commander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  said  islands,  chancellor, 

'         ■•'   vice-admiral,  and  ordinary  of  the  same. 

To  all  to  tvhom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting : 

Be  it  known  that  John  D'A.  Dumaresq,  by  whom  the  annexed  certifi- 
cate is  subscribed,  was  on  the  day  of  the  date  thereof,  and  now  is, 
receiver  general  and  treasurer  for  the  said  Bahama  Islands ;  therefore 
all  due  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be  had  and  given  to  the  said 
annexed  certificate. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  said  islands  to  be 
hereunto  afftxed  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  this  28th  day  of  May,  A. 
D.  1869,  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign. 

JAS.  WALKEE. 

By  His  Excellency's  command : 

Geo.  C.  S'i'KAHAN,  Colonial  Secretary. 


Information  with  reference  to  the  under-mentioned  vessels,  taken  from  the 
official  records  in  the  offi^ce  of  the  receiver  general  and  treasurer,  Nassau, 
New  Providence,  Bahamas,  and  furnished  at  the  request  of.  Thomas  Kirlc- 
Patrick,  esquire,  United  States  consul  at  this  port. 

ORETO. 

1.  Date  of  arrival  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage  1 
No  record. 

2.  Number  of  officers  and  crew  on  arrival  and  clearing  1 
Fifty-two. 

3.  Were  any  officers  or  crew  shipped  or  discharged 'at  the  custom- 
house while  here  1 

No  record. 

4.  Copy  of  manifests,  inwards  and  outwards  ? 
Copies  annexed,  Nos.  1  and  2. 

5.  What  port  cleared  for  ? 
Havana. 

6.  Date  of  arrival  into  inner  harbor,  and  whether  before  or  after 
seizure  ? 

No  record.    Eeported  at  custom-house  28th  April,  1862.     Seized  after 
reporting  at  custom-house. 

7.  Inward  cargo  discharged  from  her  (if  any)  either  at  Cochrane's 
Anchorage  or  in  harbor  of  Nassau  ! 

Ballast. 
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8.  Was  Coclirane's  Anchorage  part  of  the  port  of  Nassau  at  the  time 
of  her  arrival  or  during  her  stay  here  ? 

Ko. 

9.  To  whom  was  she  consigned  ? 
H.  Adderley  &  Co. 

10.  Who  was  master  of  her  on  her  arrival  and  when  cleared  from 
Nassau  ? 

J.  S.  Duguid. 

11.  If  any  part  of  her  cargo  was  discharged,  was  it  on  other  vessels, 
or  stored  on  shore  ? 

mi. 

12.  If  stored  on  shore,  where  ? 

mi. 

PKINCE  ALFRED. 

1.  Copy  of  manifest  when  she  left  Nassau  about  the  7th  August,  1862  ? 
Cleared  7th  August,  1862.    Copy  annexed,  No.  3. 

2.  Where  she  cleared  for? 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick. 

3.  From  what  vessels  the  goods  or  other  articles  put  on  board  of  her 
were  imported  into  this  colony,  and  the  date  of  importation  ? 

Vide  ex-warehouse  entries  annexed,  Nos.  4  to  8. 


No.  1. 

Manifest  of  cargo  on  board  British  steamer  Oreto,  Buguidjfrom  Liverpool. 

178  tons,  12  feet  water,  52  men,  ballast. 

Stores. — 4  bales  sugar,  2  bales  coffee,  8  boxes  raisins,  9  jars  currants, 
20  tierces  beef,  30  barrels  pork,  8  barrels  flour,  6  bags  rice,  7  cases 
whisky,  7  cases  brandy,  8  cases  gin,  7  cases  port  wine,  7  cases  sherry, 
1  case  champagne,  2  cases  claret.  J.  S.  DUGUID. 

A  true  copy. 


EOBT.  BUTLER,  Collector. 


November  30,  1868. 

Attested. 
30,  11,  '68. 


JOHN  D'A.  DUMAEESQ, 

Receiver  General. 


No.  2. 


Manifest  of  cargo  on  hoard  the  British   steamer   Oreto,  Diiguid,  for 

Havana. 


178  tons,  12  feet,  52  men,  ballast. 

Nassau,  June  9,  1862. 

A  true  copy. 

November  30, 1868. 

Attested. 
30,  11,  '68. 


J.  S.  DUGUID. 


EOBT.  BUTLEE,  Collector. 


JOHN  D'A.  DUMAEESQ, 

Receiver  General. 


324  INSURGENT    CRUISERS. 

No.  3. 

Manifest  of  cargo  on  hoard  the  British  schooner  Prince  Alfred^  Mosiman, 
master,  for  8t.  John,  Wew  Brunswick. 

169  tons,  5  men. 

500  sacks  salt,  375  cases  arms,  &c.,  6  cases  guns,  500  cases  shot,  90 
kegs  powder,  4  cases  rifles,  10  cases  cartridges,  1  barrel  pork,  1  bale 
flannel,  (no  entry  made  outward  for  this  bale.) 

MOSIMAN,  Master. 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  August  7,  1862. 

A  true  copy.  EOBT.  BUTLER,  Collector. 

NOVEMBEE  30,  1868. 

Attested.  JOHN  D'A.  DUMAEESQ, 

30, 11,  '68.  Receiver  General. 

No.  4. 

Outwards  ex  warehouse. 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  August  8,  1862. 
In  the  schooner  Prince  Alfred,  Mosiman,  for  St.  John's,  New  Bruns- 
wick: 
£19,669.    506  cases  guns  and  shells. 

Ex  steamer  Southwick,  warehoused  per  Selurs,  April  2,  and  now  for 
,  exportation. 

We  hereby  declare  that  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  entry  and  con- 
tained in  the  packages  are  of  the  value  of  £19,669. 
Witness  our  hands  this  8th  day  of  August,  1862. 

HBNEY  ADDEELEY  &  CO. 

True  copy.  J.  N.  CULBEET, 

Warehouse  Keeper. 
Attested.  JOHN  D'A.  DUMAEESQ, 

30,  11,  '68.  Receiver  General. 


No.  5. 
Outwards  ex  warehouse. 

NassaUj  New  Providence,  August  8,.  1862. 
In  the  schooner  Prince  Alfred,  Mosiman,  master,  for  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick : 
£30.    500  sacks  salt. 

Ex  schooner  Albert,  warehoused  for  Selurs,  April  3,  now  for  expor- 
tation. 

We  hereby  declare  that  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  entry  and  con- 
tained in  the  packages  are  of  the  value  of  £30. 
Witness  our  hands  this  8th  day  of  August,  1862. 

HENEY  ADDEELEY  &  CO. 
True  copy.  JOHN  N.  CULBEET, 

Warehouse  Keeper. 
Attested.  DAVID  D'A.  DUMAEESQ^ 

30, 11,  '68.  Receiver  General. 
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No.  6. 
Outwards  ex  wareliouse. 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  August  8, 1862. 

In  the  schooner  Prince  Alfred,  Mosiman,  for  St.  John,  New  Bruns- 
wick: 

£280,  4  cases  rifles ;  £50, 10  cases  cartridges ;  £360,  90  barrels  pow- 
der. 

Ex  Melita,  warehoused  per  Selurs,  July  14,  and  now  for  exportation. 

We  hereby  declare  that  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  entry  and  con- 
tained in  the  packages  are  of  the  value  of  £690, 

Witness  our  hands  this  8th  day  of  August,  1862. 

HENEY  ADDEELEY  &  CO. 

True  copy.  J.  N.  CULBEET, 

Warehouse  Keeper. 

Attested.  DAVID  D'A.  DUMAEESQ, 

30,  11,  '68.  .  Receiver  General. 


No.  7. 
Outwards  ex  warehouse. 

J         Nassau,  New  Providence,  August  8, 1862. 
In  the  schooner  Prince  Alfred,  Mosiman,  master,  for  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick : 

£2  16.    1  barrel  pork,  1,  3,  4. 

Ex  Lucy  Darling,  warehoused  i)er  Selurs  on  August  28, 1862,  and  now 
for  exportation. 

We  declare  the  value  to  be  £2  16. 
Witness  our  hands  the  8th  August,  1862. 

0.  E.  PEEPALL  &  CO. 

True  copy.  J.  N.  CULBEET, 

Warehouse  Keeper. 

Attested.  JOHN  D'A.  DUMAEESQ, 

30, 11,  '68.  Receiver  General. 


No.  8. 
Outward  ex  warehouse. 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  August  8, 1862. 
In  the  schooner  Prince  Alfred,  Mosiman,  master,  for  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick : 
£3,790.    375  cases  arms  and  ammunition. 

Ex-steamer  Bahama,  warehoused  per  Selurs,  June  2d,  and  now  for 
exportation. 

We  hereby  declare  that  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  entry  and  con- 
tained in  the  packages  are  of  the  value  of  £3,790. 
Witness  our  hands  this  8th  day  of  August,  1862. 

HENEY  ADDEELEY  &  CO. 
True  copy, 

J.  N.  CULBEET, 
30,  11,  '68.  Warehouse  Keeper. 

Attested, 

JOHN  D'A.  DUMAEESQ, 
30,  11,  '68.  Receiver  General. 
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HiTo.  9. 

Manifest  of  cargo  on  board  the  British  steamer  Bahama,  Tessier  master^ 

for  Liverpool, 
715  tons,  27  men. 
12  barrels  resin,  1,162  bales  cotton. 

E.  L.  TESSIEE. 
Nassau,  New  Peovidence,  July  11, 1862. 

A  true  copy, 

ROBT.  BUTLER, 

Collector. 
NOTEMBEE  30, 1868. 

Attested, 

JOHN  D'A,  DBMARESQ, 
30, 11,  '6.  Receiver  General. 


No.  10. 

Manifest  of  cargo  on  board  British  steamer  Bahama,  U.  L,  Tessier  master, 
from  Hartlepool,  [England.) 

715  tons,  14  feet  water,  27  men. 

749  cases  merchandise,  72  packages  arms,  73  cases  swords. 
Stores — 10  barrels  beef,  10  barrels  pork,  16  barrels  bread,  6  barrels 
flour,  12  bams,  broken  stores. 

E.  L.  TESSIER. 
Nassau,  New  Peovidenoe,  May  27, 1862. 

Consignees :  Henry  Adderley  &  Co. 

A  true  «opy,  ' 

ROBT.  BUTLER, 

Collector, 
NOVEMBEE  30, 1868. 

Attested,  JOHN  D'A.  DUMARESQ, 

30, 11,  '68.  Receiver  General. 


Steamship  Bahama. 

1.  Date  of  arrival  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage,  and  at  harbor  of  Nassau, 
on  her  first  trip  from  England  ? 

No  record  reported  at  custom-house,  May  27, 1862. 

2.  Copy  of  manifests,  inward  and  outward  ? 
Copies  annexed,  Nos.  9  and  10. 

3-  Where  cargo  was  discharged ;  if  at  Nassau  or  otherwise  ? 

At  Nassau. 

4.  Was  it  stored  at  Nassau  and  in  public  warehouses  ? 

Yes. 

4.  Was  an  of&cer  of  the  customs  placed  on  board  each  of  the  above- 
mentioned  vessels  on  their  arrival  at  Cochrane's  Anchorage  and  contin- 
ued until  their  cargoes  were  discharged  ? 
OfQcers  boarded  on  arrival  into  inner  harbor. 

JOHN  D'A.  DUMARESQ, 

Receiver  General, 
Receivee  Geneeal's  Oeeice, 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  November  30, 1868. 
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Mr.  Kirlcpatrick  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  86.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  0.,  July  17, 1865 

Sir  :  I  perceiye  by  tlie  newspapers  that  Mr.  Trenliolm,  of  Charleston, 
late  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  so-called  confederate  government, 
has  been  arrested.  He,  I  think,  is  one  of  the  firm  of  Trenholm,  Fraser 
&  Co.,  and  undoubtedly  knows  how  much  was  paid  or  sent  to  Nassau 
by  the  captain,  De  Guide,  (whom  I  had  spoken  of  in  a  former  dispatch,) 
to  get  the  Oreto  clear,  when  on  trial  at  Nassau  for  violation  of  the  for- 
eign enlistment  act.  It  was  this  lirm  that  the  Prince  Alfred,  the  vessel 
that  carried  out  the  guns,  men,  and  ammunition  to  the  Florida,  when 
she  fitted  out  at  Green  Cay,  (one  of  the  Bahamas,)  in  1862,  was  sold. 
The  transfer  stands  on  the  custom-house  books  as  having  been  made  by 
A.  J.  Adderly,  of  Nassau,  to  them;  on  the  12th  November,  1862.  The 
fitting  out  of  the  Florida  was  in  August  or  September,  1862. 

The  Prince  Alfred  was  sold  by  Alexander  Johnson,  of  Nassau,  to 
John  B.  Lafltte,  on  the  6th  August,  1862,  for  $8,100.  She  was  bought 
by  Lafitte,  in  the  name  of  A.  J.  Adderly,  (one  of  firm  of  Henry  Adderly 
&  Co.,)  and  paid  for  by  drafts  on  S.  H.  Harris,  of  London,  at  thirty 
days,  drawn  by  Henry  Adderly  &  Co.,  and  transferred  as  stated  to  Tren- 
holm &  Wagner,  of  Charleston.  She  afterward  ran  the  blockade,  hav- 
ing changed  her  name  to  the  Pocataligo. 

The  fitting  out  of  the  Florida  was  notorious  at  Nassau,  while  it  was 
taking  place,  and  was  as  evidently  winked  at  by  the  authorities,  and  no 
effort  has  been  made  by  them  to  bring  to  justice  these  violators  of  their 
laws.  They  knew  they  had  been  violated.  They  knew  who  the  vio- 
lators were ;  they  had  the  evidence  in  their  possession  then  (reachable) 
and  now ;  they  have  now  the  testimony,  (and  have  since  examined  at 
least  one  of  the  witnesses,)  of  which  the  inclosure,  marked  "No.  1,"  is  a 
copy,  in  the  attorney  general's  oflSce,  from  which  you  will  perceive  that 
when  the  Florida  lay  here  and  left  to  fit  out  at  Green  Cay,  to  prey  upon 
American  commerce,  she  lay  attached  to  an  English  man-of-war  by  a 
hawser.  Now,  why  have  not  these  Adderlys'  been  indicted  and  pun- 
ished will  be  best  explained  by  stating  the  positions  they  hold  and  their 
connections  with  the  government  of  the  Bahamas. 

Henry  Adderly  was  or  has  been  connected  with  the  government, 
either  as  member  of  assembly  or  as  being  in  the  council.  He  has  recently 
been  appointed  to  the  legislative  council  by  the  government  in  England, 
(where  he  now  is.) 

A.  J.  Adderly,  to  whom  the  Prince  Alfred  was  sold,  is  a  member  of 
assembly,  while  George  D.  Harris,  the  leading  and  active  mind  of  the 
firm,  is  one  of  the  executive  council,  thereby  controlling,  by  their  wealth 
and  influence,  every  branch  of  the  local  government  here,  in  the  execu- 
tive council,  where  the  secrets  and  what  is  passing  is  well  known.  We 
might  as  well  have  had  Jeff".  Davis  as  Harris.  Thus,  the  feelings  and 
interests  of  those  exercising  authority  here  have  run  together. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  claims  of  our  Government  for  redress  in  the 
Florida  case  are  equally  as  strong,  if  not  stronger,  than  the  Alabama. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  KIEKPATEICK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewarb, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Extract  from  the  log-hook  found  or  hoard  the  Florida. 

Blossom  Channel,  August  17, 1862. 

Parted  this  morning  from  the  schooner  Prince  Albert  at  8  o'clock, 
and  hoisted  the  confederate  flag.  At  10.30  bent  the  sails.  Six  cases  of 
yellow  fever  on  board. 

List  of  officers. — Lieutenant  J.  K.  Maffitt,  commanding;  J.  M.  Strib- 
ling,  lieutenant;  J.  O.  Bradford,  acting  master;  E.  S.  Floyd,  acting 
master ;  0.  H.  Wyman,  lieutenant  of  marines ;  J.  L.  Eead,  acting  assist- 
ant paymaster ;  Gr.  D.  Bryan,  midshipman ;  G.  T.  Sinclair,  midshipman. 


Extract  from  a  log-hooTc  found  on  hoard  the  Florida. 

List  of  armament  of  steamship  Oreto  put  on  board  of  schooner  Prince 
Alfred: 

<^  7^   50  cases  solid  shot. 
<^?7^  300  cases  hollow  shot. 
<^G^     3  cases. 
3  cases. 


<3> 


12  cases. 
F  3  cases  fuses. 

1  case  friction  tubes. 


<^T^ 


aBB>     1  bale  red  flannel. 


2  cases  pistols — grape-shot. 
12  packages  containing  all  gun-carriages,  ex.  Southwick. 
500  boxes  shell,  ex  Southwick. 
10  boxes  fixed  ammunition. 

A. — 1  box  containing  80  sword-bayonets,  80  belts,  80  cartridge-boxes, 
80  slings. 


Lieutenant  Maffitt  to  First  Auditor. 
[Extract.] 

Confederate  Steamship  Florida, 

Mohile  Bay,  JSovemher  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  forward  my  accounts  as  acting  paymaster  of  this 
vessel. 

The  death  of  acting  paymaster  J.  L.Eead  caused  these  duties  to  devolve 
upon  me. 

The  pay  that  differs  from  the  naval  pay  occurs  from  the  circumstances 
surrounding  the  Florida  in  JSTassau,  New  Providence.  The  vessel  was 
just  cleared  by  the  admiralty  court;  to  remain  another  day  must  have 
caused  her  rearrest  and  probable  loss  to  the  confederacy. 

I  employed  men  on  the  best  terms  possible,  and  the  secretary  of  the 
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navy  iu  his  instructions  July  14, 1862,  says,  "  Exercise  a  sound  discre- 
tion, and  do  not  hesitate  to  assume  responsibility."  My  inability  to 
procure  blank  forms,  and  delay  in  different  transfers,  has  occasioned  the 
delay  in  my  accounts. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  MAFFITT, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  &g. 
First  Axjdttoe, 

Bichmond,  Virginia. 


M"o.l. 


Extract  from  account  transmuted. 

Confederate  States  of  America  in  account  with  Ideutefmnt  Commanding  J.  N. 

navy,  acting  paymaster. 
Dr. 


Confederate  States 
Or. 


1862 


To  bounty  paid 

To  money - 

To  dae  and  paid  "by  purser. . . 
To  casli  adTanced  Lieutenant 

Evans  in  Kassau 

To  casli  advanced  Lieutenant 

Ciiapman,  Nassau 


SI,  920  28 

5,  036  50 

924  58 

150  00 

150  00 


1862. 
July  — 

Aug.    6 


By  J.  B.  Lafitte,  in  Nassau, 
*150 

By  J.  B.  Lafitte,  in  Nassau, 
£4,450 

By .  Havana 

By  paymaster  Ware 


J720  00 

22, 080  00 
1,  500  00 
2,256  68 


E,  and  O.  E. 
Approved : 

Mobile,  Xovemher  19,  1862. 


J.  N.  MAPFITT, 
Acting  Paymaster. 

J.  N.  MAFFITT, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 


No.  2. 


Copy  of  voucher  transmitted. 

Confederate  States  Steamer  Florida, 

At  sea,  August  15,  1862. 

We,  the  undersigned  laborers,  acknowledge  to  have  received  from 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  N.  Mafltt  the  sums  opposite  our  respective 
names,  for  labor  on  board  the  tender  Prince  Alfred,  in  transferring  ord- 
nance, &c.,  to  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Florida. 

Geo.  Smith,  his  +  mark $20  36 

J.  Hagan,  his  +  mark 20  36 

Jno.  Cocker,  his  +  mark 20  36 

E.  Mullens,  his  +  mark 20  36 

81  M 


Witness : 

Chas.  H.  Wyman, 

Lieutenant  Confederate  States  N'avy. 
Approved : 

J.  N.  MAFFITT, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 
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No.  3. 

Copy  of  voucher  transmitted. 

,0.  S.  Navy  Department,  C.  S.  Steamer  Florida, 

To  J.  J.  Turtle,  Dr. 

1862.  Provisions : 

August  7,  To  sixty  pounds  beef,  at  20  cents $12  00 

August  7,  To  sixty  pounds  vegetables,  at  6  cents 3  60 

August  8,  To  sixty  pounds  beef,  at  20  cents 12  GO 

August  8,  To  sixty  pounds  vegetables,  at  6  cents 3  60 

August  9,  To  sixty  pounds  beef,  at  20  cents 12  00 

August  9,  To  sixty  pounds  vegetables,  at  6  cents 3  60 

46  80 


Off  Nassau,  August  9, 1862. 
Eeceived  of  I.  M.  Stribling,  Confederate  States  navy,  $46  80,  in  full 
of  the  above  account.    Signed  in  triplicate. 

$46  80.  J.  J.  TUETLE. 


Approved : 


JNO.  N.  MAEFITT, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 


,  No.  4. 

Copy  of  voucher  transmitted. 

Nassau,  New  Providence, 

July  28, 1862. 
Eeceived  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  and  Acting  Paymaster  J.  N. 
Maffitt,  Confederate  States  navy,  the  sum  of  $150,  on  account  of  my  pay. 

E.  F.  CHAPMAN, 
Lieutenant  Confederate  States  Navy. 

Nassau,  New  Providence, 

July  28, 1862. 
Eeceived  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  and  Acting  Paymaster  J.  N- 
Mafatt,  Confederate  States  navy,  the  sum  of  $150,  on  account  of  my 
pay. 

W.  B.  EVANS, 
Lieutenant  Confederate  States  Navy. 
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No.  5. 

Copy  of  voucher  transmitted. 

Confederate  States  Navy  Department,  for  Confederate  States  Steamer 

Florida, 

To  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  N.  Mafpitt,  Dr. 

1862. 
June,  July,  August  6.  For  contingent  expenses   in  Nassau, 

New  Providence,  during  the  several 
seizures  of  the  Confederate  States 
steamer  Florida,  (Overto,)  viz :  Boat- 
hire,  bribes  to  police  and  runners . . .  $248  00 


248  00 


Received  from  J.  N.  Maf&tt,  lieutenant  commanding,  acting  pay- 
master, $248,  in  full  of  the  above  account.    Signed  in  duplicate. 

J.  N.  MAFFITT, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Approved : 

J.  N.  MAFFITT,  Lieutenant  Commandmg. 


No,  6. 

Copy  of  voucher  transmitted. 

Confederate  States  Naty  Department, 
Confederate  States  Steamer  Florida, 

To  Manuel  Corany,  Dr. 

1862. 
August  29.  To  the  passage  of  twenty  men  to  and  from  Havana, 

explained  in  note  below $250  85 

The  twenty  men  above  alluded  to  were  imprudently  shipped  in  Havana 
by  our  agent.  On  their  arriving  in  Cardenas  the  matter  was  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  government,  who  sent  an  official  to  Lieutenant 
Stribling,  commanding  during  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  N.  Maffitt's 
illness,  with  a  copy  of  the  Queen's  proclamation  and  notification  to  him 
that  the  Florida  had  become  liable  to  seizure.  Lieutenant  Stribling 
repudiated  the  transaction,  and,  to  avoid  difficulty  with  the  government, 
paid  the  above  bill  and  returned  the  men  to  Havana. 

OTEZ  BRADFOED, 
Lieutenant  Confederate  States  Navy. 

Cardenas,  Cuba,  August  31, 1862. 
Received  of  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Stribling,  for  Lieutenant  Commanding 
J.  N.  Maffltt,  Confederate  States  navy,  $250  86,  iu  full  of  the  above 
account.    Signed  in  triplicate. 

$250  85.  his 

MANUEL  +  CORANY. 

mark. 

Witness :  L.  Vogel. 

Approved : 

J.  N.  MAFFITT,  Lieutenant  Commanding. 
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'Commander  Prehle's  report  of  the  entrance  of  the  Florida  into  Mobile  Bay- 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 

Off  MoMle,  September  i,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  regret  having  to  inform  you  that  a  three-masted  screw-steamer, 
bearing  an  English  red  ensign  and  pennant,  and  carrying  four  quarter- 
boats  and  a  battery  of  six  or  eight  broadside  guns  and  one  or  two  pivots, 
and  having  every  appearance  of  an  English  man-of-war,  ran  the  blockade 
this  afternoon  under  the  following  circumstances:  I  had  sent  the 
Winona  to  the  westward  to  speak  a  schooner  standing  in  under  sail, 
when  the  smoke  of  a  steamer  was  discovered  bearing  about  southeast, 
and  standing  directly  for  us.  Observing  that  she  was  "burning  black 
smoke,"  I  immediately  got  the  Oneida  under  way  and  stood  toward  her, 
signaling  to  the  Winona  to  "  chase  at  discretion."  We  soon  neared  the 
stranger  in  company  with  the  Winona,  who,  as  we  approached  him, 
gradually  hauled  to  the  northward  and  westward.  When  abeam  of 
him,  about  one  hundred  yards  distant,  I  hailed  him,  but  receiving  no 
answer,  I  flred  a  shot  across  his  bow.  He  ranged  ahead  without  stop- 
ping, but  still  thinking  him  an  English  man-of-war,  I  flred  two  more 
shots  across  his  bow,  and  then  directed  a  shot  at  him,  which  unfor- 
tunately went  over,  between  his  "fore  and  mainmasts.  He  soon  hauled 
down  his  flag,  and  trained  his  guns  to  bear  on  us,  but  having  no  flag  to 
fight  under  did  not  fire.  We  continued  firing  at  him,  assisted  by  the 
Winona  and  one  of  the  mortar  schooners,  but  he  made  sail,  and  by  his 
superior  speed  and  unparalleled  audacity  managed  to  escape  us.  We 
sent  our  shot  and  shell  all  around  and  over  him,  and  are  certain  that 
several  of  our  shot  and  the  Winona's  struck  him. 

With  great  mortification,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

GEO.  HENET  PEEBLE, 

Commander. 

Eear  Admiral  D.  Gr.  Paeragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Flag-ship  Hartford,  Pensacola. 


Commander  Hewite  to  Captain  Palmer. 

Heb  Majesty's  Steamer  Einaldo, 

New  Orleans,  November  27,  1862. 

Dear  Captain  Palmer  :  Having  heard,  in  conversation  with  you, 
that  Commander  Preble,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  had  been  dismissed 
in  consequence  of  allowing  the  Oreto  to  pass  his  vessel,  she  being  at 
the  time  employed  in  blockading  Mobile,  I  beg  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing remarks  with  regard  to  the  Oreto,  which  you  are  at  perfect  liberty 
to  use,  should  they  be  productive  of  anything  that  would  tend  to  alle- 
viate the  censure  cast  upon  Commodore  Preble. 

When  at  Kassau,  in  June  last,  we  met  the  Oreto,  and  she  was  reported 
as  an  English  dispatch  vessel  by  my  signal  man  as  well  as  by  others.  She 
was  painted  like  a  British  vessel  of  war ;  and,  on  going  on  board,  I 
found  her  fillings  the  same  as  our  vessels  of  the  same  class.    Had  I  met 
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the  Oreto  at  sea,  armed  and  having  a  pennant,  I  should  have  taken  her 
for  one  of  our  ships. 

Tours,  very  sincerely, 

W.  N.  W.  HEWITE, 

Commander  Royal  Navy, 


Mr.  Whiting  to  3[r.  Seacard. 

No.  4.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  January  2Q,  1863. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  port,  this 
morning,  of  the  confederate  steamer  Florida,  late  the  noted  Oreto,  in 
command  of  one  MafiStt,  once  a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Navy. 
This  pirate  ship  entered  this  port  without  any  restrictions,  with  the  seces- 
sion ensign  at  the  peak  and  the  secession  war  pennant  at  the  main,  and 
anchored  abreast  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Baracouta,  Maffttt  and  his  offl- 
cers  landing  in  the  garrison  boat,  escorted  by  the  post  adjutant,  Lieu- 
tenant Williams,  of  the  Second  West  India  regiment. 

The  pirate  oflicers  proceeded  at  once  to  the  Eoyal  Vjctoria  Hotel  to 
breakfast  with  the  confederate  agents  here,  and  they  were  received  with 
much  enthusiasm  by  the  secession  sympathizers  and  a  display  of  seces- 
sion bunting.  The  pirate  ship,  soon  after  anchoring,  commenced  coaling, 
by  permission  of  the  governor;  an  evidence  of  the  perfect  neutrality 
which  exists  here,  where  the  United  States  steamer  Dacotah,  but  a  few 
months  since,  was  only  permitted  to  take  on  board  twenty  tons  of  coal 
from  an  American  bark  off  Hog  Island,  and  then  only  on  Captain  Mc- 
Kinstry  and  myself  pledging  ourselves,  in  writing, "  that  within  ten  days 
after  leaving  this  port  she  would  not  be  cruising  within  five  miles  of  any 
island  of  the  Bahama  government." 

Pretty  neutrality,  this,  I  must  say.  As  soon  as  the  Florida  anchored 
I  at  once  chartered  a  schooner,  the  Eesolute,  and  sent  a  trusty  bearer  of 
dispatches  to  Stirrup  Cay,  Berry  Islands,  and  Abaco,  to  communicate 
with  any  United  States  cruisers  he  might  find  in  these  waters.  I  had 
great  fears  that  the  Florida  might  intercept  and  destroy  the  Sallie 
Bonsall,  which  I  sent  yesterday  to  the  wreck  of  the  United  States  trans- 
port Plantee,  and  I  feel  fully  warranted  in  taking  active  measures  to 
warn  our  cruisers  of  the  pirate's  movements. 

Maffitt  spent  most  of  last  winter  here,  and  you  will  recollect  that  he 
destroyed  a  package  of  my  dispatches  from  the  Department ;  he  was 
well  aware  of  the  restrictions  on  belligerent  vessels  entering  this  port, 
but  he  had  reason  to  feel  assured  of  privileges  denied  to  the  cruisers  of 
the  Union. 

The  Anglo-confederate  steamer  Giraffe  arrived  yesterday  from  Wil- 
mington, North  Carolina,  with  a  full  load  of  cotton,  and  the  steamers 
Thistle,  Douglas,  Annie  Childs,  and  Nina  sailed  for  southern  ports  with 
contraband  cargoes. 

January  27, 1863. — The  pirate  ship  is  still  at  anchor,  having  exceeded 
her  time  of  lying  in  a  neutral  port.  Gangs  worked  all  night  taking  in 
her  coal,  and  she  is  ordered  to  sea  this  forenoon.  By  this  time,  how- 
ever, my  dispatches  have  most  likely  reached  some  of  our  war  .vessels^ 
and  I  trust  they  may  be  able  to  capture  this  formidable  pirate. 

At  noon  the'  pirate  got  under  way  and  stood  out  of  the  harbor,  but 
continued  all  day  coasting  up  and  down  the  Hog  Island  shore,  within 
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two  miles  of  the  land.  Twenty  of  her  men  left  here,  and  others  were 
shipped  in  their  place.  From  one  of  the  deserters  I  gleaned  the  follow- 
ing information,  viz : 

The  Oreto  left  Mobile  January  15th,  under  command  of  Maffitt, 
touched  at  Havana,  where  she  lay  twenty -four  hours;  thence  sailed  for 
Kassau,  where  she  lay  thirty-six  hours  and  took  on  board  coal.  She  has 
six  32-pounders,  two  9-inch  pivot  guns,  two  brass  12-pounders^  ample 
stores,  ammunition,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  WHITING. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure.] 

Uxtract  from  Bahama  Herald  of  Wednesday,  January  28, 1863. 

The  confederate  steamship'  Oreto,  Captain  Maffitt,  entered  our  harbor 
on  Monday  morning.  Immediately  on  coming  to  an  anchorage  Captain 
Maffitt  proceeded  to  government  house,  when  permission  was  given 
him  by  his  excellency  to  remain  the  allotted  twenty-four  hours  to  recoal. 
In  accordance  with  the  same  he  remained  until  noon  yesterday,  when 
steam  was  put  on,  and  the  Oreto  again  went  on  her  way. 


31r,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  40.]  IJnited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  28, 1863. 
Sir  :   I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  inclosure  No.  3,  containing 
slips  from  the  newspapers,  one  referring  to  the  fitting  out  of  the  steamer 
Florida,  late  Oreto,  for  a  three  months'  cruise  at  Nassau,    I  have  sent  a 
duplicate  of  this  slip  to  our  minister  at  London. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure.] 

[From  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce,  February  27,  1863.] 

THE  FLORIDA,  LATE  ORETO. 

The  Florida  arrived  at  Nassau  on  the  30th  (?)  ultimo.  She  became  at 
once  an  object  of  interest.  The  secession  sympathizers  were  jubilant, 
while  the  Union  men  went  about  in  a  depressed  mood.  Captain 
Maffitt  immediately  went  to  visit  the  governor  of  the  city.  He  was 
received  very  cordially,  and  dined  with  his  excellency.     The  Florida 
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presented  a  man-of-war-lLke  appearance,  her  masts  being  well  set,  yards 
neatly  squared,  and  tlie  brass-work  well  polished.  The  next  morning 
the  Florida's  decks  were  alive  with  a  gang  of  laborers  from  the  town, 
who  immediately  set  to  work  in  making  sundry  alterations  in  her 
interior  arrangements,  while  the  lighters  from  shore  brought  on  board 
provisions  of  all  kinds,  a  chain  cable,  and  rigging.  The  confederate 
ofBcers,  in  the  mean  time,  were  on  shore,  and  succeeded  in  picking  up 
ten  or  fifteen  recruits,  all  seamen,  and  hailing  from  every  country  in  the 
world.  The  officers  stated  openly  that  there  was  no  Yankee  vessel  built 
■yet  which  could  come  near,  much  less  catch,  the  Florida,  for  it  was  an 
easy  matter  to  drive  her  seventeen  miles  an  hour.  They  ridicule  the 
idea  that  the  Vanderbilt  could  be  a  match  for  her,  and  wish  for  a  trial. 
They  state  that  they  would  go  down  to  the  track  of  the  homeward-bound 
East  India  vessels.  The  Florida  left  Nassau  on  the  evening  of  the  31st, 
fully  supplied  for  a  three  mouths'  cruise.  She  is  reported  to  have  made 
seven  prizes  off  the  coast  of  Cuba^  and  one  on  the  Bahama  banks.  All 
purchases  by  the  confederate  officers  were  paid  for  in  southern  money, 
which  is  taken  at  par  everywhere  in  Nassau. 


Extract  from  a  private  journal  found  on  board  the  confederate  steamer 

Florida. 

January  26, 1863. 

Sighted  Nassau  light-house  during  the  night,  and  stood  off  and  on 
until  daylight,  when  a  negro  pilot  came  on  board,  and  just  as  the  sun 
was  rising  we  entered  the  harbor  of  Nassau.  The  town  seems  plenti- 
fully supplied  with  negroes,  whatever  it  may  lack  in  anything  else. 
During  the  day  an  entire  boat  load  rowed  around  us,  singing  "The 
Bonnie  Blue  Flag."  They  are  all  southern  sympathizers.  Two  schooners, 
loaded  with  cotton,  arrived  here  to-day  from  Charleston,  having  suc- 
cessfully run  the  blockade.  Indeed,  this  seems  to  be  our  principal  port 
of  entry,  and  the  amount  of  money  we  throw  into  the  hands  of  the 
Nassuites  probably  influences  their  sentiments  in  our  favor.  We  took 
on  board  coal  and  provisions  to  last  us  for  several  months. 


Affidavit  of  John  Demerith. 

Bahama  Islands,  New  Providence : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  twenty-first  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  personally  came 
and  appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public,  by 
lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  prac- 
ticing in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence  aforesaid, 
John  Demerith,  of  the  said  island  of  New  Providence,  master  mariner, 
who  did  solemnly  swear,  depose,  and  say  as  follows : 

I  am  a  native  of  these  islands ;  I  remember  the  steamship  Oreto ;  she 
was  at  Nassau  when  I  saw  her ;  she  was  lying  near  the  Porgee  Eocks, 
just  below  Cochrane's  Anchorage ;  I  was  on  board  of  her  once  while 
she  was  lying  there.  As  far  as  I  can  remember  she  .had  one  small  gun 
on  deck,  mounted  on  a  carriage.  In  her  after-hold  I  noticed  that  she 
had  in  coal,  and  under  it  I  could  see  the  ends  of  cases  of  the.  same 
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shape  and  bound  up  in  the  same  way  as  cases  which  I  had  seen  on  Mr. 
Henry  Adderly's  wharf,  containing  guns.  I  think  I  saw  two  cases ;  I 
did  not  notice  if  there  were  any  in  Tier  fore-hold ;  she  had  coal  in  both 
of  her  hatches ;  she  subsequently  came  into  the  harbor  and  was  seized. 
I  never  went  on  board  of  her  during  that  time;  I  recollect  her  leaving 
Nassau.  The  next  time  I  saw  her  she  was  called  the  Florida,  and  was 
known  as  a  Confederate  States  man-of-war ;  she  was  then  in  the  harbor 
of  Nassau ;  I  was  engaged  in  coaling  her ;  I  was  in  charge  of  the  party 
of  workmen  on  board  of  her ;  we  commenced  to  coal  her  in  the  morn- 
ing, continued  throughout  the  day  and  night  and  part  of  a  second  day. 
We  also  put  provisions  on  board  of  her.  She  left  the  harbor  in  the 
evening  of  the  second  day.  We  filled  her  bunkers  with  coal,  and  placed 
some  on  deck,  and  in  everyplace  that  could  hold  it.  I  suppose  she  had 
on  board  over  one  hundred  and  eighty  tons  that  we  put  there ;  she  did 
not  have  less  than  that  quantity ;  the  coal  was  taken  from  the  wharves 
and  from  vessels  lying  in  the  harbor ;  the  money  for  coaling  her  was 
paid  from  Mr.  Henry  Adderley's  store.  I  remember  a  schooner  called 
the  Prince  Alfred  being  at  Nassau  at  the  same  time  that  the  Oreto  was 
here ;  it  was  just  after  she  was  liberated  from  court.  The  Prince  Alfred 
took  on  board  the  guns  that  were  on  Mr.  Adderley's  and  Mr.  Harris's 
wharves ;  I  was  there  at  the  time  they  were  put  on  board  ;  it  was  at 
night.  She  left  the  harbor  the  same  night  or  the  next  morning,  the 
Oreto  having  gone  out  a  day  or  two  before  her.  After  the  Prince  Al- 
fred returned  to  Nassau  it  was  commonly  reported  throughout  the  town 
that  she  had  been  to  Green  Cay  to  put  guns  on  board  of  the  Oreto. 

JOHN  DEMEEITH. 

Sworn  to  at  Nassau  aforesaid  this  21st  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1869,  be- 
fore me. 

OEMOND  D.  MALCOLM, 

Notary  Public^  Bahamas. 


Affidavit  of  Charles  Jaclcson. 

Bahama  Islands,  JVew  Providence  : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  thirteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  personally  came  and 
appeared  before  me,  Ormond  Drimmie  Malcolm,  notary  public,  by  law- 
ful authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  prac- 
ticing in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence  afore- 
said, Charles  Jackson,  of  the  said  island,  esquire,  the  resident  agent  at 
Nassau  for  American  underwriters,  who  did  solemnly  swear,  depose, 
and  say  as  follows : 

I  am  the  resident  agent  at  Nassau  for' American  underwriters;  my 
agency  extends  throughout  the  Bahamas;  I  have  been  agent  since 
1859 ;  I  was  a  boarder  at  the  Eoyal  Victoria  Hotel  in  this  city  from  the 
time  it  was  opened,  in  1861,  until  about  the  month  of  July,  1863  ;  my 
room  was  an  upper  one,  and  commanded  a  view  of  the  harbor  and  bar 
of  Nassau.  I  remember  the  confederate  steamship  Florida  coming  into 
the  harbor  of  Nassau  ;  I  saw  her  as  she  came  over  the  bar;  it  was  about 
sunrise  of  the  26th  day  of  January,  1863.  I  saw  her  in  the  harbor  the 
next  day  at  12  o'clock,  and  the  next  time  I  noticed  her  she  was  outside 
of  the  bar,  within  a  mile  of  the  light-house,  running  up  and  down  under 
slow  steam,  with  just  steerage-way  on  her,  apparently  waiting  for  some- 
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thing;  this  was  just  before  sunset  of  the  27th  January  ;  she  was  right 
opposite  the  entrance  of  the  harbor ;  while  she  was  in  the  harbor  I  saw 
coal  taken  on  board  of  her;  she  was  very  deeply  laden  when  she  left, 
but  when  she  came  in  she  seemed  to  be  in  light-running  trim.  While 
I  was  boarding  at  the  hotel,  there  was  a  dinner  given  in  the  restaurant ; 
it  was  publicly  known  at  the  hotel  that  it  was  given  to  Captains  Semmes 
and  jVIaftitt. 

There  were  a  large  number  of  guests  at  the  dinner.  I  believe  this 
dinner  took  place  about  the  same  time  that  the  British  steamship  Oreto 
was  in  the  port  of  l^!"assau.  1  remember  Captain  Maffitt  coming  to  Nas- 
sau in  the  year  18G5,  lu  the  steamship  Owl.  I  went  to  the  attorney 
general  of  the  Bahamas,  to  see  if  Maffitt  could  be  arrested  for  having 
fitted  out  the  steamship  Florida,  (formerly  called  the  Oreto,)  at  Green  Gay. 
I  stated  to  him  that  two  witnesses  who  could  prove  the  act  of  fitting  out 
were  in  Nassau ;  I  told  him  that  one  of  them  was  standing  outside,  a 
short  distance  from  his  office,  in  front  of  the  public  buildings.  He 
replied,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  "  I  don't  think  so ;  that  would  be 
opening  an  old  case."  I  answered  in  substance,  "  The  old  case  is  what 
took  place  in  the  harbor,  but  what  I  now  mean  is  what  took  place  at 
Green  Cay  after  the  Oreto's  acquittal."  He  gave  me  no  definite  reply 
to  this  remark.  He  also  said  to  me,  "  It  would  be  proper  to  notify  Cap- 
tain Maffitt,  if  proceedings  were  taken  against  him."  This  was  the  first 
time  that  Maffitt  had  been  to  Nassau  since  he  left  in  the  Florida,  after 
she  had  coaled  as  I  have  above  stated. 

The  Owl  was  not  here  the  next  morning  after  I  had  the  conversation 
with  the  attorney  general  in  reference  to  Captain  Maffitt's  acts. 

CHARLES  JACKSON. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  at  Nassau  aforesaid,  this  13th  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
1869. 

ORMOND  D.  MALCOLM, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


Commander  Clary  to  Mr.  Welles. 

United  States  Gun-boat  TioeA, 
Great  Stirrup  Keys,  Bahamas,  January  29, 1863. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  on  the  Banks,  at  these 
Keys,  this  morning  at  9  a.  m. ;  immediately  npon  anchoring  received  a 
corumunication  from  the  American  consul,  Nassau,  to  the  effect  that  the 
rebel  steamer  Florida,  Maffitt,  commanding,  arrived  in  Nassau  the  26th 
instant ;  commenced  coaling  at  once ;  would  leave  the  following  day, 
27th,  for  the  Isthmus,  possibly  to  intercept  the  California  steamer. 

I  shall  leave  at  once  for ,  off  Nassau,  to  ascertain  if  this  rebel 

cruiser  is  there ;  if  she  has  left,  to  proceed  at  once  to  inform  Admiral 
Wilkes,  and  the  commanding  officer  Key  West. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  CLARY, 
Commander,  United  States  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
22  A  C— Tl 
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Admiral  WilJces  to  Mr.  Welles. 

Exlraotfrom  Utter  from  Bear-Admiral  Chas.  Wilkes  to  the  Bon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated 
United  States  Flag-ship  Wachusdt,  February  26,  1863,  at  St.  Thomas. 

The  fact  of  the  Florida  having  but  a  few  days'  coal,  makes  me  anxious 
to  have  our  vessels  off  the  Martinique,  which  is  the  only  island  they  can 
hope  to  get  any  coal  or  supplies  at,  the  English  islands  being  cut  off 
under  the  rules  of  Her  Majesty  for  some  sixty  days  yet,  which  precludes 
the  possibility,  unless  by  some  chicanery  or  fraud,  the  hope  of  their  get- 
ting any  coal  and  comfort  there ;  therefore  the  island  of  Martinique  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  only  one  to  which  they  will  attempt  to  resort. 


2Ir.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

'No.  521.1  Depaktmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  March  23, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  with  this  dispatch  a  communication  made  to  this  De- 
partment by  Mr.  Edward  Trowbridge,  giving  an  account  of  hospitalities 
shown  by  the  British  local  authorities  at  Barbadoes  to  the  piratical 
steamer  Florida.  The  facts  thus  related,  taken  together  with  the  pre- 
vious history  of  that  vessel,  make  out  the  following  case,  namely : 

That  the  British'  government,  though  warned  during  the  progress  of 
the  transaction,  nevertheless  did  not  prevent  the  Florida  from  being 
built,  manned,  armed,  and  equipped  in  the  port  of  Liverpool,  in  Great 
Britain,  and  sent  out  on  an  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
American  commercial  vessels  on  the  high  seas ;  that  this  vessel  reached 
Mobile,  escaping  the  vigilance  of  the  blockading  squadron  of  the  United 
States ;  that,  after  a  long  detention  there,  she  made  her  way  out  of  that 
port  and  captured,  on  the  high  seas,  two  unarmed  American  vessels, 
robbed  them  of  their  cargoes,  and  then  sunk  the  vessels.  Having  com- 
mitted these  acts  of  piracy,  she  proceeded  directly  to  the  port  of  Barba- 
does, received  there  a  shelter,  and  took  on  board  one  hundred  tons  of 
coal,  with  provisions  and  clothing.  It  does  not  appear  that  these  sup- 
plies were  furnished  to  her  on  the  plea  of  distress,  butj  on  the  contrary^ 
they  seem  to  have  been  asked  and  conceded  upontheground  that  any  ves- 
sel of  her  known  character  and  occupation  is  held  entitled  to  enter  some 
British  port  to  procure  supplies  and  provisions  once  in  every  period 
of  three  months,  without  even  entering  any  port  of  the  United  States, 
or  subjecting  or  taking  any  proceedings  to  subject  the  legality  of  her 
captures,  or  other  depredations,  to  trial  by  any  tribunal  in  any  country 
whatever.  Even  if  the  United  States  could  concede  that  the  insurgents 
now  in  arras  against  them  are  a  lawful  belligerent,  they  must  still  hold 
that  for  a  friendly  nation  to  permit  such  a  belligerent  to  use  its  ports  for 
fitting  out,  supporting,  and  maintaining  cruisers  upon  the  high  seas, 
amenable  to  no  national  authority  whatever,  is  an  act  not  warranted  by 
the  laws  or  customs  of  civilized  nations. 

The  President  is  unable  to  see  in  this  transaction  anything  different 
from  a  case  of  open  piracy  rendered  effective  through  the  mistaken  tol- 
eration of  subordinate  authorities  of  the  British  government  in  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies.  I^o  bounds  can  be  assigned  to  the  probable 
operations  of  vessels  thus  practically  sent  forth  and  maintained  upon 
the  high  seas  by  British  subjects  through  the  mistaken  toleration  of  the 
authorities.    "What  can  be  forseen  is,  that  if  the  practice  shall  be  suf- 
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fered  to  coutinue,  it  canaot  fail  to  require  such  remedies  as  the  United 
States  shall  have  the  ability  and  the  Iftwfal  right  to  adopt,  even  if  such 
remedies  should  unavoidably  prove  injurious  to  the  commerce  of  friendly 
nations,  or  to  the  harmony  between  the  two  countries,  so  eminently  to 
be  desired. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfic,  t&c,  &c. 


[Inolosnre  No.    1.] 
Mr.  Trowbridge  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  -13.]  United  States  Constjlate,- 

Barbadoes,  February  26, 1863. 
Sir  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  advise  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  port,  on 
he  2J:th  instant,  at  11  a.  m.,  of  the  rebel  privateer  steamer  Florida,  alias 
Oreto,  MafQtt,  commander,  eight  guns,  (she  reports  last  from  Mobile,)  in 
want  of  coal  and  provisions.  She  also  reported  to  the  harbor  master 
that  she  captured  and  burnt,  on  the  18th  instant,  iifty  miles  northeast 
of  St,  Thomas,  the  American  ship  John  (or  Jacob)  Bell,  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  ninety-six  tons,  bound  from  China  to  New  York,  with 
a  valuable  cargo  of  teas  and  silks  ;  her  crew,  fifty  men,  were  put  on 
board  of  a  Danish  vessel  bound  for  St.  Thomas;  also  that  she  had  burned 
one  American  vessel  each  day  since  running  out  of  Mobile.  Immedi- 
ately upon  her  coming  to  anchor  I  wrote  to  his  excellency  the  governor, 
and  protested,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  against  her  being  per- 
mitted to  remain  here,  or  to  obtain  any  supplies.  A  copy  of  said  letter, 
No.  1,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith.  In  about  an  half  hour  af- 
ter the  said  letter  was  sent  to  the  governor,  his  excellency  called  upon 
me  at  the  consulate  in  person,  and  stated  that  he  had  received  my  com- 
munication ;  "  that  in  accordance  with  Her  Majesty's  proclamation  he 
could  not  prevent  the  so-called  confederate  steamer  of  war  from  obtain- 
ing coal  and  provisions  suflQcient  to  carry  her  to  a  port  in  her  own  coun- 
try ;  that  Her  Majesty  did  not  recognize  the  steamer  as  a  privateer,  but 
as  a  vessel  of  war  belonging  to  a  belligerent  power.  He  said  Captain 
Maf&tt  had  called  upon  him,  and  requested  that  he  might  be  supplied 
with  ninety  tons  of  coal,  which  would  take  him  to  Charleston,  to  which 
he,  the  governor,  assented.  The  governor  further  stated  to  me  that 
this  vessel  would  not  be  permitted  to  coal  again  at  this  island,  or  any 
other  of  Her  Majesty's  possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  for  the  space  of 
three  months,  and  that  he  should  at  once  write  to  the  governors  of  all 
the  islands  to  this  effect."  The  Florida  left  this  port  last  evening  at  7 
o'clock,  having  taken  about  one  hundred  tons  of  coal,  some  provisions, 
and  some  clothing,  boldly  declaring  that  they  would  capture  and  burn 
every  American  vessel  that  they  fell  in  with.  In  connection  with  the 
foregoing,  I  will  state  that  the  British  house  of  Michael  Oavan  &  Co., 
here,  seem  to  act  as  agents  for  all  the  rebel  steamers  that  call  here  for 
coal  and  other  supplies,  they  having  coaled  the  steamers  Scotia,  Pearl, 
Eagle,  and  now  this  pirate  Florida.  The  two  first  named  steamers 
have  sipce  been  captured  while  trying  to  run  the  blockade  at  Charles- 
ton.   The  feeling  among  this  entire  community  (with  one  or  two  excep- 
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tions)  is  strougly  in  sympathy  with  the  South,  and  the  success  of  the 
southern  confederacy. 

The  governor  stated  to  me,  in  conversation,  that  any  United  States 
steamers  of  war  coming  here  would  be  allowed  the  same  privilege  the 
Florida  had.  I  trust  that  my  letters  to  the  governor  upon  this  subject 
may  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  TEOWBEIDGE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seavaed, 

t:iecretary  of  State. 


[luclosure  No.  2.] 

Mr.  Trowhrklge  to  Governor  WaU:er. 

jS^o.  1. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Barbadoes,  February  24,  18C3. 

May  it  please  your  excellency,  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  iact'of  the  privateer  Florida's  arrival  at  this  port,  this 
morning,  under  the  so-called  confederate  iiag — a  flag  that  is  not  recog- 
nized by  Her  Majesty's  government,  or  any  other  nation — for  the  pur- 
pose, ostensibly,  of  obtaining  coals  and  provisions.  It  is  well  known 
that  she  has,  within  the  past  two  months,  captured  and  burnt  several 
United  States  merchant  A'essels  on  the  high  seas,  which  were  engaged 
in  lawful  trade. 

There  are  now  several  United  States  merchant  vessels  in  this  port, 
one  of  them  desirous  of  leaving  this  evening. 

I  trust  that  in  view  of  these  circumstances,  and  taking  into  consider- 
ation the  pacific  and  friendly  relations  at  present  existing  between  Her 
Majesty's  government  and  the  United  States,  your  excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  prevent  this  vessel  from  obtaining  coals  here,  or  any  other 
supplies  that  will  aid  her  in  carrying  on  her  illegal  pursuits. 

I  trust  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  that  this  vessel 
shall  depart  from  this  port  at  once. 

As  representative  for  the  United  States  of  America,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
and  do  hereby  protest,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  against  this 
privateer  vessel  being  permitted  to  obtain  coal,  or  any  supplies  contra- 
band of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  TEOWBEIDGE, 

United  States  Consul. 

James  Walkee,  Esq.,  0.  B., 

Governor  General,  J)c.,  ((•<;■. 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Navy  Depaetment,  A^ml  6,  1863. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  perusal,  and  such  action  as 
you  may  deem  proper,  the  accompanying  dispatches,  K"os.  19  and  24,  from 
Acting  Eear- Admiral  Wilkes,  -with  copies  of  correspondence  between 
him  and  Governor  Walker  at  Barbadoes. 
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I  desire  to  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  the  fact  here  disclosed 
of  the  manner  in  which  Her  Majesty's  proclamation  is  observed  and 
regarded,  especially  in  permitting-  the  rebel  privateer  Florida  to  coal  in 
full  at  Nassau  with  a  supply  of  160  tons,  and  in  thirty  days  thereafter 
to  again  receive  a  supply  at  Barbadoes,  against  protest  of  the  American 
consul. 

Hoping  these  infractions  may  receive  particular  consideration,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  W1LLIA31  H.  Setvakd, 

Secretary  of  State,  dr. 


GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Ifavy. 


[Inolosure  No.  1.] 

Rear- Admiral  Willces  to  2Ir.  Welles. 

No.  lO'.J     United  States  Flag  Steamship  Vanderbilt, 

At  Barbadoes,  "IF.  1.,  March  1, 1863. 

Sir  :  A  few  hours  before  I  joined  the  Vanderbilt,  I  learned  that  the 
Florida  had  been  left  at  Barbadoes  by  an  American  brig,  and  was  to 
take  in  coal  and  supplies,  and  sail  within  twenty-four  hours. 

Alth.ongh  I  did  not  expect  to  hear  of  her  visiting  an  English  port  in 
less  than  thirty  days  after  having  coaled  at  Nassau,  I  felt  satisfied  that 
the  statement  of  the  captain  of  the  brig  was  to  be  relied  upon.  The 
"VYachusett  and  Oneida  being  under  repairs  and  coaling,  I  lost  no  time 
in  joining  the  Vanderbilt,  on  board  of  which  vessel  I  immediately  shifted 
my  flag,  and  passed  around  Puerto  Eico  to  the  Mona  passage  to  meet 
the  Alabama  at  the  place  appointed  by  Captains  Baldwin  and  Nichols 
as  a  rendezvous.  Thence  we  made  all  haste  for  the  island  of  Guada- 
lupe, Pointa  Petoe,  but  they  had  no  news  of  the  Florida  at  Barbadoes. 
We  then  passed  along  Dominico,  and  also  Martinique,  communicating 
with  the  latter,  and  thence  direct  to  this  isltad,  where  I  was  informed 
by  our  consul,  Mr.  Trowbridge,  of  all  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
Florida  had  been  i)ermitted  to  enter  and  coal,  by  the  permission  of  the 
governor  of  the  island. 

Mr.  Trowbridge  had  made  a  strong  protest  to  the  governor  against 
the  Florida  being  permitted  to  take  in  coal  and  repair.  He  has  for- 
warded the  protest  as  well  as  the  result  of  his  interview,  which  the  gov- 
ernor sought,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  I  presume  yoii  will  have 
received  ere  this  dispatch  reaches  you.  I  immediately  determined  to 
call  upon  the  governor,  an.d  sent  on  shore  to  ask  the  hour  he  would 
receive  me.  I  was  courteously  received.  At  the  interview  I  stated  to 
him  the  facts  as  to  the  Florida  having  coaled  at  Nassau,  and  my  sur- 
jjrise  that  he  should  have  permitted  such  an  infraction  of  Her  Majesty's 
rules,  established  for  the  belligerents.  He  at  first  said  he  had  no  dis- 
cretion in  the  matter,  and  as  he  had  before  given  permission  to  the  San 
Jacinto  to  coal  and  repair,  without  inquiry,  he  had  done  the  same  in  the 
case  of  the  Florida  when  it  was  asked  of  him.  The  news  of  the  coaling 
of  the  Florida  at  Nassau  became  public  two  days  after  she  left,  but  I 
was  credibly  informed,  coming  indeed  from  one  of  the  governor's  coun- 
cil, that  the  governor  had  stated  before  the  council  that  he  had  infor- 
mation of  it  when  the  Florida  arrived.  Maffitt  received  a  welcome  from 
the  governor,  and  his  hospitality.     He  (Maffltt)  informed  the  governor 
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of  his  cruise,  of  the  destruction  of  the  Jacob  Bell  and  other  vessels,  of 
■which  he  boasted;  gave  out  that  it  was  his  intention  to  depredate  on 
our  commerce,  not  in  this  vicinity,  but  at  some  thousands  of  miles  dis- 
tant. 

The  governor's  answers  to  my  interrogatories  were  cautious,  and  at 
times  confused,  particularly  when  I  inquired  into  his  reasons  for  not 
making  an  investigation  into  the  facts  of  the  Florida,  when  his  atten- 
tion had  been  specially  called  to  it  by  the  protest  of  the  American  con- 
sul, our  only  representative  at  this  island.  He  at  last  said  it  was 
deemed  by  him  to  be  no  part  of  his  duty.  Throughout  the  whole  inter- 
A'iew  with  him  he  seemed  nervous  and  uneasy. 

In  the  conversation  he  told  me  that  since  the  Florida  sailed  he  had 
dispatched  circulars  to  all  the  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  relative  to  the 
San  Jacinto  and  Florida  having  coaled  at  his  island;  but  on  inquiry  if 
Nassau  and  Bermuda  had  been  included,  he  applied  to  his  secretary, 
who  answered  him  in  the  negative ;  at  which  I  expressed  my  surprise, 
as  they  were  the  two  most  important  points,  and  furnished  the  largest 
trade  in  contrabands  and  were  strong  sympathizers  with  the  rebels.  I 
endeavored  to  press  upon  him  a  reply  to  my  question  if  he  liad  not 
received  information  of  the  Florida's  coaling  at  Ifassau,  for  I  was  sat- 
isfied that  such  had  been  the  case,  and  that  Maffitt  had  brought  letters 
and  dispatches  for  him,  or  others  connected  with  the  government  from 
Nassau,  as  there  was  no  other  way  by  which  he  could  possibly  have  ob- 
tained information.  Finally  I  said  to  him  that  I  should  address  him  a 
dispatch  that  afternoon,  and  would  request  a  prompt  answer  to  it,  as  I 
intended  to  leave  the  port  at  the  allotted  time  of  Her  Majesty's  rules. 
This  I  did,  and  herewith  inclose  a  copy  of  it,  together  Avith  the  gover- 
nor's reply,  which  will  give  you  the  demand  I  made  upon  him  and  his 
evasive  answer ;  our  consul,  Mr.  Trowbridge,  Captain  Baldwin  of  the 
Vanderbilt,  and  Lieutenant  Todd,  my  flag  lieutenant,  being  present. 
Maffitt  gave  out  that  he  was  from  Mobile,  making  no  mention  of  having 
made  a  visit  to  Havana.  There  evidently  has  been  a  connivance  be- 
tween the  governor  of  Nassau  aud  the  governor  of  this  island,  by  letter 
or  dispatches  brought  by  Mafiitt  himself,  and  which  admitted  him  to  coal, 
&c.,  &c.,  in  direct  violation  of  Her  Majesty's  proclamation  and  rules. 

After  the  receipt  of  the  governor's  dispatch  I  deemed  it  not  worth 
while  to  ask  any  extension  of  the  rules,  to  stay  and  answer  it,  or  to 
enter  into  any  argument  as  to  his  course  in  aiding  and  abetting  the 
rebels,  as  I  well  knew  it  would  not  result  in  anything ;  but  in  this  case 
the  sympathy  and  aid  has  been  carried  further,  and  with  an  audacity 
that  was  not  to  be  expected  of  any  ofl&cial  of  Her  Majesty,  excepting 
Governor  Bayley,  of  Nassau,  who  has  so  identified  himself  with  the  con- 
traband trade,  that  it  has  become  almost  a  byword. 

I  flatter  myself  that  my  visit  will  be  of  some  service  in  arresting  this 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebels,  preventing,  in  future,  the  infraction  of  the 
rules  of  Her  Majesty.  Since  I  have  been  in  command  of  this  squadron 
not  a  single  pound  of  coal  has  been  taken  from  a  British  port.  Nor 
have  any  of  the  vessels  been  permitted  to  enter  or  anchor  oft'  their  ports  ; 
yet  we  have  maintained  a  strict  watch  over  these  localities.  It  would 
be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  our  operations  if  the  British  government 
would  establish  a  mode  by  which  the  information  could  be  more  rapidly 
conveyed  to  the  several  islands  of  the  rebel  vessels  coaling  at  their 
ports.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  their  doing  it,  for  they  have  increased 
their  force  very  much  in  the  West  Indies  of  late,  and  the  information 
could  be  very  readily  sent  by  their  small  men-of  war.    If  it  is  not  done 
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by  them,  I  shall  mauage  to  inform  our  con3uls  of  the  fact  of  their  being 
supplied,  although  it  will  inconvenience  my  operations  somewliat. 

The  Gemsbok,  agreeably  to  my  orders,  reported  to  me  at  St.  Thomas, 
having  exchanged  her  stone  ballast  for  that  of  coal,  at  Key  West,  which 
I  intend  to  have  as  a  reserve,  to  supply  the  vessels,  should  it  be  neces- 
sary, at  some  distant  point.  In  the  mean  time  she  was  ordered  to  take 
up  the  line  of  cruising  of  the  Shepherd  Knapp  on  the  route  of  the 
homeward-bound  vessels,  prepared  to  use  such  disguises  as  her  com- 
mander might  think  fit  to  deceive  the  rebel  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  WILKES, 
Bear- Admiral,  Commanding  West  Indies  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[lu closure  No.  2.] 

Bear-Admiral  Wilkes  to  Governor  Walker. 

United  States  Flag-  Steamship  Vandekbilt, 

Carlisle  Bay,  Barhadoes,  March  0,  1863. 

Sir.  :  In  our  interview  this  morning,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  state  to 
you  the  object  of  my  visit  to  this  island,  viz,  to  inquire  into  the  infrac- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  orders  relative  to  the  admission  of  the  rebel  priva- 
teer the  Florida,  Maffitt,  commander,  into  this  port,  being  permitted  to 
take  in  a  supply  of  coal,  after  having  obtained  a  full  supply  (one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  tons)  but  thirty  days  since  at  I^Tassau,  on  the  27th  Jan- 
uary, 1863,  of  which  fact  I  presumed  your  excellency  must  have  received 
notice,  if  not  ofBicially,  at  least  through  the  public  prints,  and  the  avowal 
on  the  part  of  said  Maffitt,  while  in  this  harbor,  that  he  had  done  so  and 
had  destroyed  various  American  merchant  vessels  while  pursuing  their 
lawful  voyages  on  the  high  seas,  and  that  he  intended  to  depredate  on 
the  same'  again,  on  leaving  this  port,  though  not  in  this  immediate 
vicinity. 

The  language  of  Earl  Eussell's  dispatch,  Her  Majesty's  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs,  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  Her  Majesty's  secre- 
tary of  state  tor  the  colonies,  dated  31st  January,  1862,  seems  to  be 
explicit  on  this  point,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
part  which  particularly  refers  to  it,  viz :  "  No  ships  of  war  or  privateer 
of  either  belligerent  shall  hereafter  be  permitted,  while  in  any  port, 
roadstead,  or  waters  subject  to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Her  Maj- 
esty, to  take  in  any  supplies,  except  provisions,  and  such  other  things 
as  may  be  requsite  for  the  subsistence  of  her  crew ;  and  except  so  much 
coal  only  as  may  be  sufficient  to  carry  such  vessels  to  the  nearest  port 
of  her. own  country,  or  to  some  nearer  destination,  and  no  coal  shall  be 
again  supplied  to  any  such  ship  of  war  or  privateer,  in  the  same  or  any 
other  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  subject  to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
Her  Majesty,  without  special  permission,  until  after  the  expiration  of 
three  months  from  the  time  when  such  coal  may  have  been  last  supplied 
to  her,  within  British  waters  as  aforesaid." 

In  the  conversation  this  morning  I  understood  your  excellency  to  say 
that  you  had  given  your  permission  without  any  inquiry  as  to  whether 
the  said  privateer  Florida  had  obtained  any  supplies  elsewhere,  or  not, 
although  your  attention  was  called  to  her  suspicious  character  by  the 
United  States  consul  at  this  port,  under  protest,  that  she  had  and  was 
about  to  use  the  supply  offered  to  her  of  coal  to  depredate  on  the  com- 
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merce  of  the  United  States,  whicli  supply  was  clearly  intended  by  the 
above  dispatch  of  Earl  Eussell  only  to  enable  her  to  reach  a  home  port, 
and  that  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  yoa  should  institute  any  such 
inquiries.  The  knowledge  of  the  depredations  of  the  Florida  had 
become  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  Bridgetown,  and  mentioned  in  the 
protest  of  the  United  States  consul,  and  I  conld  not  avoid  surprise  to 
learn  from  your  excellency  that  no  investigation  had  been  ordered,  by 
which  the  facts  would  have  been  elicited,  and  action  taken  on  them  by 
which  an  infraction  of  Her  Majesty's  regulations  was  then  taking  place 
and  been  proved.  Your  excellency's  excuse  that  you  had  received  no 
of&cial  communication  from  the  governor  of  Nassau  of  the  fact  of  her 
visiting  that  colony,  for  not  stopping  and  denying  the  Florida  coal  and 
supplies,  I  scarcely  believe  will  be  deemed  satisfactory  to  yours  or  to 
my  Government.  The  United  States  are  endeavoring  to  act  up  to  and 
carry  out  the  literal  construction  of  Her  Majesty's  rules  prescribed  for 
the  belligerents,  and  it  cannot  but  seem  to  you,  that  with  this  desire, 
and  reposing  full  faith  in  all  of  Her  Majesty's  officers,  who  are  bound  to 
carry  out  these  rules  in  their  spirit  and  literal  construction,  that  my 
Government  should  deem  this  act  of  supplying  a  rebel  privateer  with 
aid  to  carry  out  her  nefarious  operations  against  its  commerce,  when 
passing  on  the  high  seas,  at  some  thousands  of  miles  distant,  as  your 
excellency  stated  said  Maffitt  had  informed  you  was  his  intention,  with- 
out which  aid  the  rebel  privateer  would  have  been  comparatively  harm- 
less, and  when  apprised  of  his  intention  without  any  action  on  your  part 
of  examination  and  inquiry  was  both  untoward  and  unfriendly. 

Having  stated  these  facts,  I  have  to  request  your  excellency  will 
afford  me  the  opportunity  of  laying  before  my  Government  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  Florida  was  permitted  to  take  in  a  supply  of 
coal  and  provisions  to  continue  her  cruise  and  operations,  after  having 
so  recently  coaled  and  provisioned  at  Nassau,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  col- 
onies in  the  West  Indies,  ample  time  having  been  afforded,  some  thirty 
days,  for  the  information  to  have  reached  this  island  and  government. 
And  if  any  cause  existed  why  an  investigation  was  not  instituted  after 
the  letter  to  your  excellency  was  received  from  the  United  States  consul, 
the  resident  official  of  my  Government  at  this  island,  when  the  Florida 
was  lying  in  these  waters  under  your  jurisdiction. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  express  to  your  excellency  my  thanks  for  your 
kind  offer  of  aid  and  assistance;  being  in  want  of  nothing,  we  shall  take 
our  departure  on  the  expiration  of  the  limit  assigned  in  Her  Majesty's 
rules,  by  which  time  I  hope  to  receive  your  excellency's  reply  to  this 
dispatch;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  excel- 
lency's verv  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  WILKES, 
Bear- Admiral,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Walkee,  lOc,  i£c., 

Barhadoes  and  Adjacent  Islands. 


[Inclosure  No.  3.] 
Governor  Walker  to  Bear-Admiral  Willces. 

GOVBENMENT  HoUSE, 
Barhadoes,  March  7,  1863—10.35  a.  m. 
SiE:  I  have  had  the  honor  this  moment  to  receive  your  excellency's 
letter  of  yesterday's  date,  with  a  verbal  intimation  to  the  effect  that  you 
are  to  sail  at  11  o'clock. 
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Even  if  time  permitted,  I  doubt  very  mucli  whether  it  would  be  desira- 
ble to  euter  into  correspondence  with  your  excellency  upon  the  points 
adverted  to  in  your  communication,  beyond  repeating  the  assurance 
which  I  have  already  conveyed  to  you  personally  of  my  desire  to  carry 
out  most  faithfully  the  instructions  Which  I  have  received  from  Her 
^[ajesty's  government  as  to  the  observance  of  a  due  neutrality  during 
this  painful  struggle,  and  that  in  sanctioning  the  coaling  here  of  the 
Florida  I  did  no  more  than  what  I  had  sanctioned  in  the  case  of  the  United 
States  steamer  of  war  San  Jacinto. 

It  will  of  course  be  my  duty  to  forward  your  representation  to  Her 
Majesty's  government,  to  whom  I  had  already  reported  the  fact  of  the 
Florida  as  well  as  the  San  Jacinto  having  been  allowed  to  repair  and 
coal  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  hum- 
ble servant, 

JAS.  WALKEE. 

His  Excellency  Eear- Admiral  Wilkes, 

Commander-in-Chief  of  the  United  States  Naval  Forces, 

West  Indies,  United  States  Steamship  Vanderbilt. 


Mr.  Boheson  to  3Ir.  Fish. 

Xavy  Department,  Washington,  August  30,  1871. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  the  28th  instant  is  received,  asking  to  be  informed 
of  the  movements  of  the  United  States  steamer  San  Jacinto  from  Octo- 
ber, 1862,  until  her  arrival  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  in  the  month  of 
February,  1863. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  you  are  informed  that  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1862,  the  United  States  steamer  San  Jacinto  was  commissioned  and 
placed  under  the  command  of  Commander  William  Eouckendorff,  United 
States  Navy. 

From  that  date  until  the  month  of  October  following,  the  ship  was 
emi^loyed'  cruising  on  our  own  coast. 

On  the  27th  of  the  last-mentioned  month,  she  went  to  sea  from  Hamp- 
ton Eoads.  On  the  1st  of  November,  she  came  to  anchor  in  Grassy 
Bay,  off  Bermuda,  and  there  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  4th,  at 
which  time  she  weighed  anchor  and  stood  to  sea ;  having  been  in  that 
port  sixty -three  hours  and  twenty-seven  minutes. 

On  the  13th  of  November  she  anchored  in  Carlisle  Bay,  off  Barbadoes, 
received  on  board  seventy-five  tons  of  coal  and  some  wood,  and  repaired 
a  boat-davit  at  an  expense  of  $15 ;  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th, 
weighed  anchor  and  stood  to  sea,  having  been  in  port  fifty-three  hours 
and  fifty  minutes. 

On  the  evening  of  December  10th,  the  ship  again  came  to  anchor  off' 
Bridgetown,  Barbadoes. 

This  was  her  last  visit  to  any  English  port.  She  remained  until  the 
following  morning,  and  then  again  stood  to  sea,  having  been  in  port 
seventeen  hours. 

From  this  date  until  her  arrival  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  on  the  16th 
of  February,  1863,  the  ship  was  cruising,  and  entered  no  English  port. 

The  above  are  the  only  instances  in  which  this  ship  entered  any  Eng- 
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lisli  port  on  this  cruise,  and  she  receiveci  coal,  supplies,  and  repairs  in 
such  ports  only  as  herein  mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  M.  EOBESON, 
Secretary  of  the  N'avy. 
Hon.  Hamilton  Pish, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Captain  Maffitt  ffj  to  Commodore  Bulloch. 

Florida,  at  Sea,  April  25, 1863. 

My  Dear  Bullock  :  By  several  questionable  chances  I  have  written 
you  a  few  hasty  lines  that  you  might  know  of  and  about  us  and  so  report 
to  the  department. 

My  escapes  from  great  odds  have  been  numerous,  as  no  less  than 
sixteen  were  after  us  at  the  same  time,  and  I  burned  vessels  in  the 
track. 

On  the  6th  burned  Lapwing,  Aldebaren,  J.  M.  Alcord,  Star  of  Peace; 
April  18,  New  York  ship  Commonwealth,  worth  $352,000 ;  April  23, 
Baltimore  bark  Henrietta;  April  24,  Few  Bedford  ship  Oneida,  (tea!) 
worth  $760,000. 

Have  seventy  prisoners  on  board,  two  ladies  among  them.    The  Florida 
has  thus  far  done  her  duty.     Six  million  dollars  will  not  make  good  the  / 
■devastation  this  steamer  has  committed.     Will  have  to  quit  the  line,  as 
•quite  a  fleet  is  on  the  way  to  destroy. 

All  well  on  board,  and  you  will  oblige  by  reporting  success  thus  far. 

'Tis  seventy- days  since  we've  seen  the  land.    God  bless  you. 

Yours,  truly,  M. 


Mr.  Adamson  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  16.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Pernambuco,  May  27,  1863. 

Sir:  Eeturning  to  the  subject  of  the  arrival  of  the  Florida  in  this 
port,  I  have  to  say  that,  as  before  mentioned,  she  entered  the  harbor  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  8th  instant,  and  at  about  5  o'clock  reached  her 
anchorage  ground  almost  immediately  in  front  of  this  consular  office. 
Immediately  after  dropping  her  anchor,  she  sent  on  shore  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  brig  Clarence,  of  Baltimore,  eight  in  number,  who  at 
once  claimed  the  protection  of  this  consulate.  The  master  of  the  Clar- 
ence reported  that  his  vessel  was  captured  by  the  Florida  on  the  6th 
instant  in  latitude  6'  south,  longitude  34°  30'  west,  while  on  the  voyage 
from  Eio  de  Janeiro  to  Baltimore;  that  a  prize  crew  of  twenty  men, 
with  one  brass  swivel  gun  and  sundry  small-arms,  was  placed  on  board 
the  Clarence,  and  she  was  sent  off  to  cruise  as  a  privateer,  as  he  supposes, 
the  crew  of  the  Clarence  being  prisoners  on  board  the  Florida  until 
their  arrival  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  highest  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
Tant, 

THOMAS  ADAMSOF,  Jr. 

.Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Ilr.  Syland  to  Mr,  Seivanl. 
[Extract.] 

^0.  79.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  July  21,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  port,  on  the 
16th  instant,  of  the  armed  steamship  Florida,  under  the  flag  of  the  rebel 
States  of  America. 

The  Florida  saluted  the  British  flag  on  the  17th  instant,  which  was 
acknowledged  from  a  battery  on  shore.  She  is  now  undergoing  repairs 
to  hull  and  machinery,  and  is  in  want  of  coal. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W,  C.  J.  HYLAND,  Vice-Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Hyland  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

jSTo.  81.]  United  States  CJonsijlate, 

Bermuda,  July  27,  1863. 
Sir:  The  steamship  Florida  also  sailed  on  the  evening  of  the  same 
day,  after  calking  and  repairing  vessel  and  taking  a  full '  supply  of  best 
Cardiff  coal,  brought  here  from  Halifax  by  steamer  Harriet  Pinkney. 

I  have  also  to  report  the  arrival  yesterday  of  the  British  paddle  steam- 
ers Lord  Clive  and  Banshee,  and  confederate  steamer  Lady  Davis,  for- 
merly the  Oomubia,  and  this  morning  steamer  Eugenia,  all  from 
Wilmington,  with  cotton. 

The  schooner  Harkaway,  reported  on  25th  instant,  has  been  chartered 
by  rebel  agent  to  go  to  Nassau  for  coal,  and  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  steamer  Harriet  Pinkney  will  leave  in  a  few  days  for 
Halifax  for  a  similar  purpose.  ISo  coal  can  be  procured  here,  and  there 
are  nine  steamers  requiring  it. 

1  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  J.  HYLAND,  Yice-Consul. 
Hon,  WiLLTATVT  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Jaclcson  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

ISo.  32.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  July  31,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  herewith  the  Bermuda  Eoyal 
Oazette  of  the  21st  instant,  which  contains  an  account  of  the  doings  of 
the  pirate  Florida  previous  to  her  arrival  at  that  port  on  the  16th  instant, 
the  extension  of  time  granted  her  by  the  public  authorities  to  remain  in 
port,  having  been  already  five  days  in  port,  the  public  civilities  extended 
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to  her  officers,  and  especially  the  return  of  her  salute  by  the  forts  and 
batteries  at  St.  George. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  JACKSOK 

Hon.  Frederick  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 


[luclosure.— From  the  Bermuda  Royal  Gazette  of  July  21,  1863.] 
FLORIDA. 

Most  of  our  readers  are  aware  that  for  some  days  past  the  tar-famed 
coufederate  cruiser  Florida  has  formed  a  prominent  and  interesting 
object  in  the  waters  of  St.  Georges  harbor.  Indeed,  this  port  is  at  pres- 
ent almost  exclusively  in  possession  of  vessels  connected  with  the  South — 
the  fleet  of  fine  steamers,  exclusive  of  the  Florida,  which  now  occupy 
it,  being  all  either  regular  blockade-runners  or  preparing  for  that  trade. 
The  Florida  dropped  anchor  in  Five-Fathom  Hole  on  Thursday  last,  and 
steamed  into  the  harbor  the  following  morning.  She  is,  we  understand, 
in  want  of  coals  and  needs  some  repairs  to  her  machinery.  In  the  desti- 
tution of  the  port  in  the  matter  of  fuel,  and  in  the  almost  hourly  expec- 
tation of  supplies  from  England,  an  extension  of  the  regulation  period 
of  stay  has  been  granted.  The  Florida  Is  a  tine  vessel,  very  long  for 
her  size,  bark-rigged,  and  very  lightly  sparred.  She  is  evidently  very 
fast.  She  carries  an  armament  of  eight  guns — six  broadside  and  two 
pivot.  Our  readers  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  object  of  the  confederate 
cruisers  for  the  present  is  rather  to  cripple  the  commerce  than  encounter 
the  cruisers  of  the  Northern  States.  The  Federal  Xavy  is  still  numerically 
so  vastly  superior  that  the  risk  is  too  great,  and  must  continue  to  be  so, 
until  the  confederate  navy  can  show  a  closer  parity.  The  skill  and 
daring  of  the  commanders  of  such  vessels  as  the  Florida  are  rather  ex- 
hibited, therefore,  in  dashing  raids  into  unsuspecting  waters  and  rapid 
avoidance  of  danger,  than  in  hand-to-hand  conflicts.  As  an  instance  of  th  e 
former,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  Captain  Maffltt  was.  within  flfty  miles 
of  New  York  just  before  his  arrival  here.  The  officers  of  the  Florida 
are  all  gentlemen  formerly  belonging  to  the  United  States  Navy,  and 
consequently  regularly  trained  and  bred  to  their  profession.  The  crew 
are,  in  very  large  proportion,  Irish — a  circumstance  which  may  well 
account  for  some  extra  uproarious  demonstrations  in  the  quiet  town  of 
St.  Georges.    Captain  Maffitt  speaks  highly  of  them  as  seamen. 

A  considerable  interchange  bf  civilities  has  taken  place  between  the 
officers  afloat  and  ashore.  The  Florida  saluted  the  forts  and  batteries, 
and  the  salute  was  returned  from  the  heights.  On  Friday  evening  Col- 
onel Munro  and  the  officers  of  the  thirty-ninth  entertained  Captain 
Maffitt  and  his  officers  at  the  mess,  and  thie  hospitalities  of  the  Florida 
have  been  liberally  dispensed  to  the  numerous  officers  and  others  who 
have  visited  her.  We  learn  she  has  an  immense  quantity  of  silver  on 
board,  and,  among  other  spoils,  a  large  collection  of  chronometers. 
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[Inclosure. — From  the  same.] 
THE   CONFEDEKATE   STEAMER   FLORIDA. 

The  confederate  ship-of-war  Florida,  (8,)^Captaiu  IMaffitt,  arrived  in 
these  islands  on  Thursday  last,  16th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  coaling 
and  repairing  some  slight  damages  to  her  machinery.  She  anchored 
first  at  Five-Fathom  Hole,  and  on  the  following  day  permission  was 
granted  to  Captain  Maffitt  to  enter  the  harbor  of  St.  George,  when  he 
saluted  the  British  flag,  which  salute  was  returned. 


[luclosure. — From  the  same. J 

To  the  editor  of  the  Royal  Gazette : 

Sir  :  That  glorious  little  steamer,  the  Florida,  has  made  her  appear- 
ance in  these  waters,  and  the  salute  she  iired  on  her  entering  the  harbor 
of  St.  Georges  was  returned  by  the  forts.  I  happened  to  be  in  St. 
Georges  when  this  event  took  place,  and  heard  many  parties  remark 
that  the  saluting  the  confederate  flag  was  an  implicit  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  the  South.  I  think,  although  I  would  like  to  consider 
the  matter  in  that  light,  that  it  is  a  mere  act  of  courtesy  shown,  by  the 
authorities  of  the  islands  to  a  power  acknowledged  as  a  belligerent — a 
courtesy  which  they  were  willing  to  pay  to  the  gallant  representative  of 
that  power,  Captain  Maf&tt  and  his  brave  crew,  who  were  received,  I 
hear,  with  the  utmost  cordiality  as  well  by  the  natives  of  these  islands 
as  by  the  garrison,  both  being  anxious  to  evince  their  sympathy  for 
courage  and  patriotism. 


Captain  Maffitt  to  Captain  Bullock. 

Confederate  States  Steamer  Florida, 

Brest,  September  3,  1863. 
Sir  :  Herewith  I  send  you  a  list  of  men  discharged  from  the  Florida, 
with  their  accounts  and  discharges.    Many  of  them  have  asked  for  trans- 
portation, and  others  for  reference  to  you  or  to  a  confederate  agent.    I 
would  request  you  to  provide  them  situations  in  the  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  jS^.  JIAFFITT, 
Commander,  Confederate  States  Navy. 
Captain  J.  D.  Bullock, 

Confederate  States  Navy,  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Senac  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

Paris,  September  18,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  On  the  opposite  side  of  this  sheet  you  have  a  memoran- 
dum of  money  advanced  to  the  men  belonging  to  the  Florida,  who  were 
attached  to  the  Lapwing. 

As  I  have  no  means  of  getting  the  proper  vouchers  for  this  money, 
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please  forward  me  a  certificate  that  the  amounts  have  been  checked 
against  their  respective  accounts.  It  will  be  easy  for  you  to  procure 
vouchers  from  them,  for  that  portion  of  the  money  paid  for  their  board 
and  traveling  expenses,  when  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  do  it. 

Yery  truly,  yours,  c-oxta^ 

F.  SENAC. 


Account  with  seamen  of  the  Florida. 

SUM  OP  MONEY  PAID  CREW  OP  LAPWING. 

John  Eoss Per  pay $84  00 

Per  board 21  75 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00 

James  Hawthorn Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board 21  75 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00 

Thomas  F.  Brown. .. Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board 21  75 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  GO 

William  Wilson Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board 21  75 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00 

James  McDonald Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board 21  75 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00 

J.  W.  McDonald. ...  Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board. 10  00 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00 


$130 


to 


100  75 


100  75 


100  75 


100  75 


89  50 


623  25 


The  above  men  were  furnished  by  my  agents,  Jones  &  Co.,  Liverpool, 
who  held  the  receipts  of  the  men  for  the  above  amounts. 

F.  SENAO. 
Whole  amount  paid,  $73  21  and  $19  40. 
To  Huolle,  due  by  department  for  transportation,  $19  40. 

Liverpool,  September  10,  1863. 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  each  received  from  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co. 
the  sums  against  which  our  names  are  respectively  placed.  Any  sur- 
plus of  the  five  pounds  for  traveling  expenses  to  Brest  to  be  placed 
against  our  wages  account. 

Wages — each  three  months — and  boarding  expenses,  to  Brest : 

[Exchange  at  four  shillings.] 

10  16  0..3  months,  $23  per  m.,  47— 6  wk.  &  1.5  day. John  Eoss. 

10  16  0..        "  22      "       47  5       . .Jas.  Hawthorn. 
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10  16  0.  .3  months,  $22  per  m.,  ij  5      ..Thos.  F.  Brown. 

10  16  0..         "  L'2      "        47  5       ..Win.  Wilson. 

bis 

10  16  0..         "  22      "        47  5       .  .Jas.  +  McDonald. 

10  16  0..         "  22      "        47—3  5       ..J.  W.  McDonald. 

From  September  11  to  September  14 6^ 

2s. 

L.  to  L.  16  9—188  meals 3 

9  0 — 4,008  railroad  and  steam 1 

2 — 118  baggage 4 


Captain  Maffitt  to  Captain  Barney. 

Dear  Barney  :  Tour  note,  with  detachment,  is  just  at  hand.    I  will 
attend  to  your  wished. 

I  had  two  plans  for  sailing  the  Florida.  The  Pacific  plan  depended 
on  chartering  a  vessel  in  England,  to  meet  me  with  coal,  that  Captain 
B.  said  could  not  be  done  for  several  reasons.  The  next  idea  was  to  run 
from  Brest,  the  regular  line  track  of  California  vessels,  cruise  on  the 
line,  (if  you  captured  coal,)  starting  thence  for  the  home  track  of  East 
Indiamen,  skirting  to  the  westward  some  sixteen  miles  of  the  Windward 
West  India  Islands,  and  make  a  tarry  at  the  Mona  Passage,  then  that 
between  Cuba  and  San  Domingo,  as  through  this  passage  a  great  num- 
ber of  American  vessels  daily  pass,  particularly  the  Government  store- 
ships,  on  their  way  to  the  Galveston  fleet,  New  Orleans,  Ship  Island, 
Pensacola,  and  Key  West.  My  impression  is,  that  the  West  India 
trade  is  still  quite  extensive.  Then  you  could  make  a  dash  at  the 
passes  of  ]^ew  Orleans,  catching  a  merchant  steamer  or  Government 
Store-vessel.  They  are  increasing  in  number  all  the  time,  and  there 
seems  no  dread  upon  tbeir  minds  of  confederate  vessels  hanging  about 
the  Gulf. 

The  American  trade  on  the  Spanish  Main,  from  Carthagena  to  Deme- 
rara,  is  quite  extensive.  In  the  Sumter,  Semmes  captured  two  valu- 
able vessels  bound  to  Demerara,  and  I  see  that  the  trade  continues 
without  change  of  flag.  I  have  seen  twenty  American  vessels  in  Car- 
thagena at  one  time.  You  can  coal  at  the  above-mentioned  place ;  also 
at  Halifax,  St.  John's,  Bermuda,  ISTassau,  Cardenas,  Matanzas,  Havana, 
Cienfuegos,  Trinidad,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Jamaica,  St.  Juan,  Porto  Kico, 
Ponce,  St.  Thomas,  Antigua,  Port  Eoyal,  Martinique,  St.  Pierre,  St.  Lu- 
cia, and  Barbadoes.  I  was  informed  that  coal  could  be  had  at  all  the 
above-mentioned  places ;  many  of  them  I  am  sure  of.  Semmes  was  well 
treated  at  Curagoa.  There  is  quite  an  American  trade  there.  If  I  had 
the  map  before  me,  I  would  make  a  drawing,  but  that  you  can  do  at 
will,  as  the  plan  will  require  consideration. 

'Twas  my  intent  to  watch  "  Turk's  Island  Passage,"  "  Caycos  Pas- 
age,"  and  the  space  between  St.  Domingo  and  Cuba.  The  Yankee 
trade  with  Port  au  Prince,  Gonaives,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Trinidad,  &c. 
is  large,  and  this  ground  would  now  pay  well.  It  has  never  received 
much  attention. 

I  will  see  if  I  can  borrow  a  map  to-morrow ;  if  I  can,  I'll  trace  out  my 
proposed  track.  It  was  from  Brest  to  latitude  00,  longitude  28°  30' 
west ;  as  long  a  tarry  as  my  coal  would  permit ;  recoal  (if  I  did  not  cap- 
ture it)  at  "  Seara"  or  "  Maranham,"  run  up  slowly  before  the  south- 
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west  trade  homeward-bouuders  would  overtake  you,  halt  about  sixteen 
or  eighteen  miles  north  by  east  of  Barbadoes  for  afew  days,  then  trace 
the  islands  along,  giving  due  time  for  vessels  to -come  and  go  through 
the  passages  that  are  used  by  traders  to  the  important  commercial 
places. 

I  always  triced  up  the  screw  when  favored  by  a  good  breeze,  kept 
banked  lires  when  it  was  a  locality  of  particular  interest.  You  will  be 
enabled  to  have  banked  fires  under  one  boiler,  as  we  experimented  with 
the  single  use  of  boilers  while  on  our  passage  over. 

I  never  cruised  with  side-lights.  When  prisoners  were  brought  on 
board,  the  crew  were  ironed,  the  ofiftcers  paroled  and  messed  in  ward- 
room and  steerage.  We  retain  all  nautical  instruments,  charts,  and 
books,  as  well  as  arms,  &c. ;  all  other  personal  property  we  permit  them 
to  retain.  I  left  you  blank  bonds  to  use  when  you  cannot  destroy.  I 
suggest  that  all  your  arrangements  for  the  passage  of  prisoners  be  made 
in  writing,  as  there  is  no  end  to  falsehoods  and  detraction  on  the  part 
of  merchant  captains. 

This  is  all  I  can  think  of  just  now,  and  you  see  I've  written  in  some 
haste,  without  a  chart,  or  any  assistance,  save  memory.  Let  me  know  if 
there  is  anything  else  I  can  do  for  your  beneiit.  The  harvest  has  not  yet 
been  gathered,  and  I  think  you  will  have  excellent  fortune,  for  the  Flor- 
ida is  very  luckj-.  Most  earnestly  do  I  hope  you  will  accomplish  all 
you  desire.  The  little  craft  falls  into  your  hands  in  far  more  servicea- 
ble condition  than  she  has  yet  been.  I  think  she  will  steam  faster. 
Very  trulv,  yours, 

J.  isL  M. 

Sept.  20,  1863. 


Messrs.  Fraser,  Irenholm  &  Co.  to  Cajytain  Barney. 

Liverpool,  September  22, 1863. 
Dear  Sir  :  We  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
18th  instant,  the  contents  of  which  we  have  noted,  and  will  have  our 
best  attention. 

We  are  informed  by  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  the  builders  of 
the  engines  of  the  Florida,  that  the  spare  machinery  to  which  you  refer 
was  sent  to  Havre  some  time  ago,  and  is  now  lying  there  subject  to  an 
order  for  delivery,  which  they  have  given  to  Captain  Bullock.  We  are 
also  informed  by  the  same  parties  that  they  sent  a  blower,  but  they  be- 
lieve it  is  not  the  sort  required,  and  they  are  now  endeavoring  to  procure 
a  more  suitable  one. 

As  regards  the  engineers,  we  must  await  Captain  Bullock's  return  to 
know  who  the  men  are.  We  have  requested  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston 
&  Co.  to  engage  two  or  three  good,  steady  firemen ;  and  as  soon  as  Cap- 
tain Bullock  arrives  (on  the  24th)  we  will  endeavor  to  have  engineers, 
firemen,  and  machinery  sent  to  you,  and  by  the  route  you  suggest. 
We  are,  dear  sir,  yours,  faithfully, 

FEASER,  TEENHOLM  &  CO. 
I.  R.  ARMSTRONG. 
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Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

Liverpool,  October  13, 1863. 
Dear  Sir  :  We  are  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  8th  instant,  with 
draft  on  0.  Deveaux  &  Co.,  of  London,  for  £39  14s.,  which  we  have  ap- 
plied as  yon  have  directed,  inclosing  a  letter  of  credit  for  £19  17s.,  in 
original,  duplicate,  and  triplicate,  in  the  letters  for  Mrs.  Dehoe,  and  one 
for  a  similar  amount,  in  original  and  duplicate,  to  Mrs.  P.  0.  Williams. 
We  are  also  in  receipt  of  the  allotment  note  which  your  letter  inclosed, 
and  we  have  now  to  request  you  to  instruct  Mr.  Senac  to  remit  us  the 
£10  per  month  as  it  falls  diie. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  yours,  very  truly, 

FEASER,  TEENHOLM  &  CO., 

Per  H.  T. 
EiCHARD  Taylor,  Esq., 

Confederate  States  Steamer  Florida,  Brest. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.]' 

liTo.  135.]  United  States  Consulate, 

London,  January  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  A  full  crew  has  been  sent  to  Brest  for  the  Florida,  and  I  suppose 
she  is  ready  to  commence  another  cruise. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOESB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

London,  January  21,  1864. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  Beside  the  80-pounder  Whitworth  guns  which  the 
Florida  had  on  board,  she  has  this  week  received  from  an  English  yacht 
two  steel  Blakely  rifled  guns,  with  steel-pointed,  elongated  shot  to  fl 
them.  These  guns  were  taken  to  Dieppe  from  the  English  coast  by 
steamer,  I  think  from  N'ew  Haven,  and  put  on  board  the  yacht  at  Dieppe, 
and  taken  by  her  to  Brest  and  put  on  the  Florida.  I  learn,  also,  that 
the  Florida  is  very  heavily  armed  and  manned.  About  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men  have  been  sent  to  her  from  this  country  within  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks. 

Very  sincerely,  yours, 

J'  J         '  J,   g   MOESE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sevi^ard, 

Secretary  of  State. 
23  A  C— VI 
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Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

Liverpool,  November  7, 1863, 
Dear  Sir  :  We  have  before  us  your  favor  of  3d  instant,  aud  note  its 
contents. 

Please  send  us  date  and  particulars  of  the  credits  referred  to,  as  we 

are  under  the  impression  that  it  may  have  been  already  availed  of  in 

part.    The  whole  of  the  funds  in  our  hands  of  the  navy  department  have 

been  specially  appropriated  by  a  late  letter  from  the  Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  yours,  respectfully, 

P.  P.  FEASEE,  TEENHOLM  &  GO. 
I.  E.  AEMSTEONG. 
EiOHARD  Taylor,  Esq., 

Paymaster  Confederate  States  Steamer  Florida,  Brest. 


Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  to  Mr,  Taylor. 

Liverpool,  November  17,  1863. 
Dear  Sir  :  We  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  favor  of  12th  in- 
stant, the  contents  of  which  are  noted.  All  the  funds  previously  at 
credit  of  the  navy  department  have,  by  subsequent  instructions  from 
Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory,  been  transferred  to  the  order  of  Captain  J.  D.  Bul- 
lock, with  whom,  therefore,  you  must  please  arrange  respecting  the 
credit  referred  to. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  yours,  respectfully, 

P.  P.  FEASEE,  TEENHOLM  &  CO. 
I.  E.  AEMSTEONG. 
E.  Taylor,  Esq., 

Paymaster,  Brest. 


Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

Liverpool,  January  18,  1864. 
Dear  Sir  :  We  are  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  11th  instant,  inclosing 
an  allotment  ticket  for  $48  50,  which  is  to  take  the  place  of  the  one  you 
sent  us  in  October  last. 

We  note  your  instructions  with  respect  to  any  letters  that  we  may 
receive  for  you  after  your  departure,  and  remain. 
Dear  sir,  yours,  respectfully, 

FEASEE,  TEENHOLM  &  CO., 

Per  W.  H.  T. 
EiOHARD  Taylor,  Esq., 

Assistant  Paymaster  Confederate  States  Steamer  Florida,  Brest, 


Mr.  Barney  to  Captain  Morris. 
[Extract.] 


Grand  Hotel,  Paris,  February  5, 1864. 
My  Dear  Morris  :  I  hope  when  you  get  to  sea  your  men  will  settle 
down,  and  by  firm  and  judicious  treatment  become  a  good  crew.    I  wrote 
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you  about  the  engineers'  allotments.  I  find  the  men  are  also  allowed  to 
leave  them.  But  I  suppose  they  are  none  of  your  new  men  who  have 
been  familiar  in  England.  I  scarcely  think  it  worth  while  to  give  them 
the  chance  of  swindling  the  government. 

There  was  one  man  of  the  old  crew  who  wanted  to  send  money  to  his 
mother  in  Ireland.  I  forget  his  name.  Averett  will  know  whom  I  mean. 
You  might  let  him  know  quietly  that  he  could  leave  an  allotment.  Jones 
&  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  act  as  attorneys  for  the  men  of  the  other  ships,  and 
pay  the  money  to  their  friends  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  will  do 
the  same  service  for  the  Florida.  The  ticket  must  be  made  payable  to 
J.  &  Co.,  or  any  one  else  in  Liverpool,  and  the  person  to  whom  it  is  to 
be  sent,  and  his  or  her  place  of  residence  given.  The  amount  is  sent  at 
the  expense  of  the  government. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  N.  BAENET. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  114.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  May  14, 1864. 
Sib  :  The  rebel  steamer  Florida  came  to  anchor  off  the  port  of  St. 
Georges  last  Thursday,  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.  Eeported  last  from  Marti- 
nique. She  left  at  6  p.  m.,  same  day,  after  landing  one  of  her  officers 
sick.  I  am  unable  to  ascertain  her  destination.  She  received  no  sup- 
plies. I  am  not  aware  that  any  of  her  officers  came  on  shore,  except 
the  sick  one.  Eeports  ship  Avon,  of  Boston,  the  last  vessel  destroyed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


C.  M.  ALLEK 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  120.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  June  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  rebel  steamer  Florida  returned  here  last  Saturday.  She 
came  into  the  i)ort  of  St.  Georges  yesterday  morning.  I  am  informed 
she  will  remain  here  a  week  or  more.  A  large  portion  of  her  crew  have 
left  her  this  morning.  She  may  be  detained  some  time  to  get  a  crew. 
I  am  also  informed  they  expect  this  week  another  armed  vessel  to  arrive 
here. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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3£r.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  124.]  ,       United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  June  30,  1864. 

Sir:  The  Florida,  after  remaining  in  port  nine  days,  went  to  sea  last 
Monday  evening,  but  has  not  been  far  from  land.  She  is  in  sight  to-day 
from  the  hills,  about  six  miles  off.  She  boards  all  vessels  approaching 
these  islands.  She  received  all  the  coal  and  supplies  they  wanted.  The 
coal  was  taken  from  the  ship  Storm  King,  C.  L.  Hobson,  of  Eichmond, 
agent. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


0.  M.  ALLEN 


cr 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbvtaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Setvard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  127.J  United  States  Consulate. 

Bermuda,  July  13,  1864. 

SiE:  The  Florida  was  last  seen  from  the  land  here  on  the  5th  of  July. 
While  lying  off  here  she  burned  a  bark  from  Portland,  bound  to  the 
south  side  of  Cuba,  laden  with  shocks  and  lumber.     The  officers  and 
crew  were  put  on  board  a  vessel  bound  to  Europe. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[  Letter  found  on  board  tlie  Florida.] 

Governor  Munro  to  Commander  Morris. 

St.  Geoege's,  June  20, 1864. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  to  inform 
you  that  1  transmitted  a  copy  of  it  to  Vice- Admiral  Sir  James  Hope, 
as  the  dock- yard  is  under  his  control  and  orders.    I  have  just  received 
his  reply,  of  which  I  beg  to  forward  you  a  copy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W^ILLIAM  MUNRO, 
Colonel  and  Lieutenant  Governor, 
administering  the  Government  of  Bermuda. 
Commander  0.  M.  Moeeis, 

Confederate  States  Steamer  Florida. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Vice-Admiral  Hope  to  Governor  Munro. 

Duncan,  at  Bermuda, 

June  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  I  have  to  acquaint 
yon  that  I  do  not  think  proper  to  comply  with  Commander  Morris's 
application. 

I  shall  be  prepared  at  your  request  to  direct  competent  officers  to 
proceed  on  board  the  Florida  to  report  for  your  information — 

1st.  Whether  she  can  proceed  to  sea  or  not  without  any  repairs  being 
made  on  her  machinery. 

2d.  Whether  the  repairs  in  question  can  be  effected  by  competent 
workmen  in  St.  George's  Harbor  or  not. 
I  have,  &c., 

J.  HOPE, 

Vice-Admiral. 
His  Honor  Colonel  Wm.  Munro,  C.  B., 

Lieutenant  Governor  Bermuda. 


[  Letter  found  on  board  tlie  Florida.] 

Governor  Munro  to  GorAmander  Morris. 

St.  George's,  Bermuda, 

June  21, 1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  transmit  the 
accompanying  extracts  from  the  reports  made  to  Yice-Admiral  Sir 
James  Hope  by  the  officers  of  Her  Majesty's  steamer  Duncan,  who 
examined  the  machinery  of  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Florida  yes- 
terday : 

1.  "  She  can  proceed  to  sea  with  such  repairs  as  can  be  made  good 
here,  which,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge,  will  require  five  days  for 
one  man,  "viz,  a  diver  for  two  days,  and  a  fitter  for  three  days;  or,  three 
complete  days  in  all." 

2.  "  She  can  proceed  to  sea  with  safety  in  her  present  state  under 
steam,  but  under  sail  is  unmanageable  with  her  screw  up  in  bad  weather, 
and  her  defects  aloft  (cross-trees)  render  main-topmasts  unsafe.  This 
could  be  made  good  in  two  days." 

I  shall  therefore  be  prepared  to  grant  you  permission  to  remain  in  St. 
George's  Harbor  for  repairs  for  five  working  days,  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendations  above  recited. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MCnSTEO, 
Colonel  and  Lieutenant  Governor. 
Commander  C.  M.  Morris, 

Confederate  States  Steamer  Florida. 
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Vouchers  found  on  hoard  the  Florida. 

]sro.  1. 

The  Confederate  States  ISTavy  Department, 

To  Geo.  P.  Black,  Dr. 

Confederate  States  steamer  Florida.— Appropriation  for  contingent. 
1864. 
June  25.  To  2J  per  cent,  discount  on  draft  for  £8,500,  on  J.  D. 

Bullock,  at  sixty  days'  sight £212  10 

£212  10 


JtrNE  25,  1864. 
Approved  for  two  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  and  ten  shillings,  and 
ordered  to  be  paid  by  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  Taylor,  Confederate 
States  navy. 

C.  M.  MORRIS, 

Captain  in  Charge. 

St.  George's,  Bermuda,  June  27,  1864. 

Received  of  E.  Taylor,  assistant  paymaster,  two  hundred  and  twelve 
pounds  ten  shiUings,  in  fuU  of  the  above  bill,  and  have  signed  triplicate 
receipts. 

£212  10  0.  GEO.  P.  BLACK, 


No.  2. 


The  Confederate  States  Navy  Department, 

To  Danl.  Smith,  Pilot,  Dr. 

Confederate  States  steamer  Florida. — Appropriation  for  contingent. 
1864. 
June  18.  To  piloting  the  Florida  into  St.  George's  Harbor.  ) 

25.  To  changing  the  berth  of  the  Florida >    £4   19   8 

27.  To  pUoting  the  Florida  out  of  St.  George's  Harbor  ) 


£4   19   8 


June  27, 1864. 
Approved  for  four  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  and 
ordered  to  be  paid  by  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  Taylor,  Confederate 
States  navy. 

C.  M.  MORRIS, 

Captain  in  Charge. 

St.  George's,  Bermuda,  June  27, 1864. 
Received  of  E.  Taylor,  assistant  paymaster,  four  pounds  nineteen 
shillings  and  eight  pence,  in  full  of  the  above  bill,  and  have  signed 
triplicate  receipts. 

DANIEL  SMITH. 
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1:^0.3, 

The  Confederate  States  Navy  Department, 

To  G.  P.  Blacic,  Dr. 

Confederate  States  steamer  Florida. — Appropriation  for  fuel. 
1864. 
June  27.  To  135  tons  coal,  at  £3 £405 


£405 

Eeceived  the  above-named  article. 

WM.  AHBRN, 

Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  in  Charge. 

June  27, 1864. 
Approved  for  four  hundred  and  five  pounds,  and  ordered  to  be  paid 
by  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  Taylor,  Confederate  States  navy. 

C.  M.  MOERIS, 

Captain  in  Charge. 

St.  Georges,  Bermuda,  June  27, 1864. 
Eeceived  of  E.  Taylor,  assistant  paymaster,  four  hundred  and  five 
pounds,  in  full  of  the  above  bill,  and  have  signed  triplicate  receipts. 

GEO.  P.  BLACK. 


No.  4. 


The  Confederate  States  Natt  Department, 

To  Geo.  Hawthorn,  Dr. 

Confederate  States  Steamer  Florida. — Appropriation  for  fuel. 
1864. 
June  27.  To  labor  employed  coaling  ship £26  9    6 


£26  9    6 

Eeceived  the  above-named  article. 

WM.  AHEElsr, 

Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  in  Charge. 

June  27, 1864. 
Approved  for  twenty-six  pounds  nine  shillings  and  six  pence,  and 
ordered  to  be  paid  by  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  Taylor,  Confederate  States 
navy. 

C.  M.  MOEEIS, 

Captain  in  Charge. 

St.  Georges,  Bermuda,  June  27, 1864. 
Eeceived  of  E.  Taylor,  assistant  paymaster,  twenty-six  pounds  nine 
shillings  and  six  pence,  in  full  of  the  above  bill,  and  have  signed  tripli- 
cate receipts. 

GEO.  HAWTHOEN, 

Wharfinger. 
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»"o5. 

The  Confederate  States  Nayt  Department, 

To  Thomas  Clements,  Dr. 

Confederate  States  steamer  Florida. — Appropriation  for  equipment  and 

repairs. 
1864. 
June  27.  To  inclosed  bill  for  repairs,  &c £30 

30 


June  27, 1864. 
Approved  for  thirty  pounds,  and  ordered  to  be  paid  by  Assistant  Pay- 
master E.  Taylor,  Confederate  States  navy. 

C.  M.  MOEEIS, 
Captain  in  Charge. 

St.  George's,  Bermuda,  June  27, 1864. 
Eeceived  of  E.  Taylor,  assistant  paymaster,  thirty  pounds,  in  full  of 
the  above  bill,  and  have  signed  triplicate  receipts. 

THOS.  CLEMENTS. 


St.  George's,  Bermuda,  June  25,  1864. 
Steamship  Florida, 

To  Thomas  Clements,  Dr. 
For  work  done,  viz : 

Four  new  copper  bolts,  screwed,  for  engineer £3  15 

Eepairing  valve 10  00 

Cotter  for  valve 0  15 

Six  iron  guards  for  shells,  for  ship 6    0 

Fixing  guards  for  shells 2    0 

Three  dozen  and  four  screws 0  16 

Altering  four  copper  bolts 1    5 

Fixing  bolts  in  wheel 0  12 

Sawing  of  two  bolts 1  15 

Six  stretchers  for  guards 3  15 

Two  copper  bolts,  tapped  and  screwed 2    0 

Boat  hire  to  and  from 1  10 

Eepairing  two  water-closets 2  10 

One  dozen  bolts  and  nuts  screwed 2  15 

Total 39    8 

Less  discount  agreed  upon  to  effect  a  settlement 9    8 


30  0 


THOS.  CLEMENTS. 

Correct : 

L.  G.  Stone, 

Acting  Executive  Officer. 

Approved : 

C.  M.  MOEEIS, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
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Ko.  6. 

The  Confederate  States  Navy  Department, 

To  A.  W.  West,  Dr. 

Confederate  States  steamer  Florida. — Appropriation  for  equipment  and 

repairs. 
1864. 
June  27.  To  inclosed  bUl  for  repairs,  &c £30    9    5 


30    9    5 


June  27,  1864. 
Approved  for  thirty  pounds  nine  shillings  and  flvepence,  and  ordered 
to  be  paid  by  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  Taylor,  Confederate  States  navy. 

C.  M.  MOEEIS, 

Captain  in  Charge. 

St.  George's,  Bermuda,  June  27, 1864. 
Eeceived  of  E.  Taylor,  assistant  paymaster,  thirty  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings and  flvepence,  in  full  of  the  above  bill,  and  have  signed  triplicate 
receipts. 

A.  W.  WEST. 


The  Confederate  Ship  of  War  Florida, 

To  A.  W.  West,  Dr. 
1864. 

June  27.    16  days  of  carpenters,  at  10s £8    0    0 

4  days  of  self-superintendence,  at  14s 2  16    0 

103  feet  of  oak,  at  10^.  per  foot 4    5  10 

One  pitch-pine  spar 10    0    0 

60  feet  pine  lumber,  at  5d 1    0  10 

10  pounds  of  metal,  at  Is.  6d 15    0 

24  pounds  of  iron  rod,  at  6fZ 12    0 

Blacksmith's  bill 2  19    9 

30    9    5 

A.  W.  WEST. 
Correct : 

L.  Gr.  Stone,  Acting  Executive  Officer. 

Approved : 

C.  M.  MOEEIS, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 


No.  7. 


The  Confederate  States  Navy  Department, 

To  Olcott  &  Co.,  Dr. 

Confederate  States  steamer  Florida. — Appropriation  for  equipment  and 

repairs. 
1864. 

June  27.    34  gallons  of  sperm  oil,  at  5s.  4(^ £9    1    4 

5  gallons  paint  oil,  7s 1  15    0 
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1864, 

June  27.  3  gallons  spirits  of  turpentine,  10s £1  10  0 

2  coils  (135  pounds)  15-thread  ratline,  9d 5    1  3 

1  bale  (74  pounds)  seizing  stuff,  2  sizes,  Is 3  14  0 

1  coil  (49  pounds)  marline,  Is 2    9  0 

24  hickory  scrub-brooms.  Is 1    4  0 

2  dozen  small  iron  staples,  Is.  3d 2  6 

2  pounds  copper  tacks,  3s.  lOd 7  8 

10  pounds  sheathing  nails.  Is.  6d 15  0 

4  whitewash  brushes,  5s 1    0  0 

1  bale  oakum,  112  pounds,  50s 2  16  0 

200  mixed  sail-needles,  12s.  gross 16  8 

1  coil,  120  pounds,  spun  yarn,  Is , 6    0  0 

1  dozen  bath  brick 6  0 

4  quires  coarse  sand-paper.  Is.  6d. 6  0 

1  quart  neat's-foot  oil 3  0 


37    7    5 


Received  the  above-named  articles. 


L.  G.  STONE, 

Acting  Executive  Officer. 

June  27, 1864. 
Approved  for  thirty-seven  pounds  seven  shillings  and  five  pence, 
•and  ordered  to  be  paid  by  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  Taylor,  Confederate 
.States  navy. 

0.  M.  MOEEIS, 

Captain  in  Charge. 

St.  George's,  Bermuda,  June  27, 1864. 
Eeceived  of  E.  Taylor,  paymaster,  thirty-seven  pounds  seven  shil- 
lings and  five  pence,  in  full  of  the  above  bill,  and  have  signed  tripli- 
•cate  receipts. 

OLOOTT  &  CO. 


No.  8. 


The  Confederate  States  Navy  Department, 

To  Olcott  &  Co.,  Dr. 

•Confederate  States  steamer  Florida. — Appropriation  for  provisions  and 

clothing. 
1864. 

June  27.  1,650  pounds  bread,  36s £29  14    0 

681  pounds  sugar,  32s 10  17  11 

6  barrels  mess  pork,  70s 21    0    0 

154  pounds  cheese,  10^ 6    8    4 

484  pounds  dried  fruit,  8(< 16    2    8 

120  gallons  rum,  5s.  6<^ 33    0    0 

£117    2  11 


June  27, 1864. 
Approved  for  one  hundred  and   seventeen  pounds  two  shillings  and 
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-eleven  pence,  and  ordered  to  be  paid  by  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  Taylor, 
Oonfederate  States  navy. 

0.  M.  MOREIS,  Captain  in  Charge. 

St.  GEOKaE's,  Bbemtida,  June  27,  1864. 
Received  of  E.  Taylor,  paymaster,  one  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds 
two  shillings  and  eleven  pence,,  in  full  of  the  above  bill,  and  have  signed 
triplicate  receipts. 

OLOOTT  &  CO. 


Ko.  9. 


The  Confederate  States  Navy  Department, 

To  Olcott  &  Co.,  Dr. 
Confederate  States  steamer  Florida. — Apx^ropriation  for  provisions  and 

clothing. 
1864. 

June  27.  108  pairs  shoes,  4s £2112  0 

144  pairs  dark  worsted  socks.  Is.  M 9  12  0 

23  black  silk  neckerchiefs,  6s 5  15  0 

16  yards  blue  cloth  for  caps,  lis.  6^ „ . .  9    4  0 

60  pairs  gray  blankets,  18s , 54    0  0 

910  yards  blue  flannel 71    6  8 

92  yards  blue  serge,  3s.  6<Z 16    2  0 

£187  11  8 


June  27, 1864. 
Approved  for  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  pounds  eleven  shillings 
and  eight  pence,  and  ordered  to  be  paid  by  Assistant  Paymaster  E. 
Taylor,  Confederate  States  navy. 

C.  M.  MOEEIS,  Captain  in  Charge. 

St.  George's,  Bermuda,  June  27, 1864. 
Received  of  E.  Taylor,  paymaster,  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
pounds  eleven  shillings  and  eight  pence,  in  full  of  the  above  bill,  and 
have  signed  triplicate  receipts. 

OLCOTT  &  CO. 


No.  10. 


The  Confederate  States  Navy  Department, 

To  J.  Johnson,  Dr. 

Confederate  States  steamer  Florida. — Appropriation  for  provisions  and 

clothing. 
1864. 

From  June  20.  To  l,133f  pounds  beef,  at  10(? £47    4    9 

To      June  27.  To  1,133a  pounds  vegetables,  at  2^ 9    8  11 

£56  13    8 

Eeceived  the  above-named  articles. 

E.  TAYLOE, 

Assistant  Paymaster. 
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Approved  for  fifty-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  and 
ordered  to  be  paid  by  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  Taylor,  Confederate 
States  navy. 

0.  M.  MOEEIS, 

Captain  in  Charge. 

St.  George's,  Bekmtjda,  June  27, 1864. 
Eeceived  of  E.  Taylor,  paymaster,  fifty-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings 
and  eight  pence,  in  full  of  the  above  bill,  and  have  signed  triplicate 
receipts. 

J.  JOHNSON. 


No.  11. 


The  Confederate  States  Navt  Department, 

To  Olcott  &  Co.,  Dr. 

Confederate  States  steamer  Florida. — Approijriation  for  pay  of  navy. 

1864. 

June  27.    10  pounds  black  flax  thread,  Ss.lOd £1    8  4 

134  papers  needles,  id 2    4  8 

100  thimbles,  W 8  4 

48  pairs  scissors,  Is.  6d 3  12  0 

50  knives,  (jack,)  No.  1,237,  Is.  6d... 3  15  0 

5 -gross  black  buttons.  Is.  lOd 9  2 

50  tin  pots,  8d! , 1  13  4 

50  tin  pans,  9d 1  17  6 

50  spoons,  2|^ 10  5 

750  pounds  salt-water  soap,  5d 15  12  6 

478  pounds  tobacco,  3s 7114  0 

£103    5    3 

June  27, 1864. 
Approved  for  one  hundred  and  three  pounds  five  shillings  and  three 
pence,  and  ordered  to  be  paid  by  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  Taylor,  Con- 
federate States  navy. 

C.  M.  MOEEIS, 

Captain  in  Charge. 

St.  George's,  Bermtida,  June  27, 1864. 
Eeceived  of  E.  Taylor,  paymaster,  one  hundred  and  three  pounds 
five  shillings  and  three  pence,  in  fuU  of  the  above  bill,  and  have  signed 
triplicate  receipts. 

OLCOTT  &  CO. 
> 

No.  12. 

The  Confederate  States  Navy  Department, 

To  Olcott  &  Co.,     Dr. 

Confederate  States  steamer  Florida. — Appropriation  for  medical  stores. 
1854. 

June  22.  Bought  1  pound  chloroform £0  12  0 

12  tins  essence  beef.  Is. 12  0 
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1854 

June  22.  Bouglit  24  tins,  2  pounds  soup  h,  bouilli,  3s £3  12  0 

1  pound  vin.  sem.  colch.,  for  medical  hall 7  0 

1  pound  chloroform,  for  medical  hall 12  6 

5  15  6 

Received  the  above-named  articles. 

THOMAS  EMORY, 

Assistant  Surgeon,  Confederate  States  Navy. 

June  22, 1864. 
Approved  for  five  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  sixpence,  and  ordered 
to  be  paid  by  Assistant  Paymaster  R.  Taylor,  Confederate  States  navy. 

0.  M.  MORRIS, 

Captain  in  Charge. 

St.  George's,  Bermuda,  June  27, 1864. 
Received  of  R.  Taylor,  paymaster,  five  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  six- 
pence, in  fuH  of  the  above  bill,  and  have  signed  triplicate  receipts. 

OLCOTT  &  CO. 


Kg.  13. 


The  Confederate  States  I^Tavy  Department, 

ToOlcott  &  Co.,  Dr. 

Confederate  States  steamer  Florida. — Appropriation  for  contingent. 

1864. 

June  27.  1  pair  scales £1  16  0 

1  pair  small  scales 17  0 


2  13  0 


June  27, 1864. 

Approved  for  two  pounds  thirteen  shillings,  and  ordered  to  be  paid  by 
Assistant  Paymaster  R.  Taylor,  Confederate  States  navy. 

C.  M.  MORRIS, 

Captain  in  Charge. 

St.  George's,  Bermuda,  June  27, 1864. 
Received  of  R.  Taylor,  paymaster,  two  pounds  thirteen  shillings,  in  full 
of  the  above  bill,  and  have  signed  triplicate  receipts. 

OLCOTT  &  CO. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 

So.  149.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  December  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  October  11,  numbered  75,  with  inclosures  in  reference  to  supplies 
furnished  the  rebel  steamer  Florida,  and  requesting  me  to  furnish,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  a  more  explicit  statement  of  the  facts  given  in  my 
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No.  124,  should  my  belief  of  them  remain  unchanged,  together  with 
whatever  proof  may  conveniently  be  had  in  evidence  of  them. 

In  reply,  I  would  say  that,  after  careful  inquiry,  I  am  fully  convinced 
the  statement  made  in  regard  to  this  vessel  in  my  No.  124  were  sub- 
stantially correct,  and  although,  doubtless,  restrictions  were  placed  upon 
her  receiving  more  than  a  specified  amount  of  coal  and  supplies  by  the 
acting  governor,  Colonel  Munroe,  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  A.  W.  West, 
the  ship-carpenter  who  did  the  work  on  board  the  said  vessel,  that  no 
local  officer  was  sent  on  board  to  see  they  did  not  exceed  the  limit.  He 
further  informs  me  that  no  repairs  were  absolutely  necessary  to  be  made, 
and  the  most  that  was  done  was  to  make  some  extra  spars,  which  were 
not  put  to  use  while  here.  She  lay  for  two  days  and  nights,  at  least, 
alongside  of  the  ship  Storm  King,  receiving  coal,  and  with  the  large 
number  of  men  they  employed,  there  is  little  doubt  they  succeeded  in 
getting  all  the  coal  they  wished ;  there  also  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
a  heavy  gun  was  taken  on  board  the  said  steamer,  under  cover  of  the 
night,  from  the  said  ship  Storm  King.  It  is  very  difficult,  if  not  impos- 
sible, for  me  to  obtain  positive  proof  in  cases  like  this,  as  most  every 
one  here  conceives  it  to  be  for  his  or  their  interest  to, countenance  and 
aid  the  enemies  of  our  Government  by  every  means  in  their  power,  as 
almost  the  entire  business  of  the  place  is  at  present  dependent  upon 
them. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1050.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  addressed  to 
this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  dispatch  of 
Mr.  Allen,  United  States  consul  at  Bermuda,  to  which  it  refers,  relative 
to  the  insurgent  steamer  Florida  making  the  Bermuda  Islands  a  base 
for  depredations  on  our  commerce,  and  to  alleged  partiality  shown  to 
rebel  cruisers  in  British  colonial  ports.  The  facts  seem  to  warrant  the 
remonstrance  which  Mr.  Welles  suggested  should  be  addressed  to  Earl 
Eussell,  which  course  you  will  adopt,  but  in  a  form  that,  while  it 
leaves  no  doubt  of  our  sense  of  injury,  it  will,  nevertheless,  give  no  just 
cause  of  offense  to  the  British  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  <S;c.,  &c. 

[For  inclosures  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  774»  Sep- 
tember 2, 1864,  next.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  August  19, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  It  is  with  very  great  regret  that  I  find  myself  compelled 
to  call  the  attention  of  your  lordship  to  the  abuse  made  of  the  neutrality 


THE    ORETO    OR   FLORIDA.  367 

of  the  island  of  Bermuda  by  the  vessels  under  the  direction  of  the  in- 
surgents in  the  United  States,  in  making  it  a  base  for  hostile  operations, 
against  the  commerce  of  a  friendly  nation.  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
to  your  consideration  the  copy  of  an  extract  from  a  report  of  Mr.  Allen, 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  that  place,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
which  he  makes  certain  statements  respecting  the  reception  there  of  the 
gun-boat  known  ui;ider  the  name  of  the  Florida,  and  her  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings, which  appear  to  be  directly  in  violation  of  the  regulations 
heretofore  laid  down  by  Her  Majesty's  government.  I  beg  permission 
to  remind  your  lordship  of  the  remonstrances  which  were  promptly 
made  a  short  time  since,  in  the  case  of  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  for  proceedings  of  a  far  less  exceptionable  character. 

Not  doubting  the  disposition  of  Her  Majesty's  government  to  do  full 
justice  in  the  premises,  I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of 
the  highest  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FKANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  cfec,  tfcc,  die. 


[  Inclosure.] 

Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Natt  Department, 

Washington,  July  26, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  an  extract  from  a 
dispatch  of  Mr.  Allen,  our  consul  at  Bermuda,  under  date  of  the  30th  of 
June  ultimo,  addressed  to  you,  and  referred  to  this  Department,  in 
regard  to  the  steamer  Florida.  The  renewed  depredations  of  this  semi- 
piratical  craft  render  it  imperative,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  attention  of 
the  British  government  should  be  called  to  the  fact  that  Bermuda  is 
made  the  base  of  operations  for  war  upon  our  commerce.  During  the 
whole  period  of  the  rebellion  the  British  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
especially  those  nearest  our  coast,  have  been  the  resort  and  nurseries  of 
the  blockade-runners,  who  have  made  it  a  business  to  trafiQc  with  and 
furnish  supplies  to  the  rebels  that  are  making  war  on  the  Government. 
Our  countrymen  have  submitted  to  this  abuse,  in  which  so  large  an 
amount  of  British  capital  and  British  enterprise  is  embarked,  with  a 
forbearance  that  would  scarcely  have  been  borne  by  any  other  people. 
But  it  wiU  not  be  endured  that  the  rebel  corsairs,  which  are  engaged  in 
plundering  our  commerce  and  destroying  our  shipping,  shall  find  refuge, 
protection,  and  encouragement  in  the  British  islands  that  are  nearest 
our  coast,  and  make  them  the  base  of  predatory  operations  in  violation, 
of  good  faith,  international  law,  and  neutral  obligations. 

Mr.  Allen  writes  as  follows : 

"The  Florida,  after  remaining  in  port  nine  days,  went  to  sea  last 
Monday  evening,  but  has  not  been  far  from  land ;  she  is  in  sight  to-day 
from  the  hills,  about  six  miles  off.  She  boards  all  vessels  approaching: 
these  islands ;  she  received  all  the  coal  and  supplies  they  wanted.  The 
coal  was  taken  from  the  ship  Storm  King,  C.  L.  Hobson,  of  Eichmond^ 
agent." 

Heretofore  exceptions  have  been  taken  by  Her  Majesty's  representa- 
tive against  our  ships  of  war  remaining  in  the  vicinity  of  a  neutral  port 
to  prevent  violations  of  blockade,  and  our  ships  are  permitted  to  remaini 
but  twenty-four  hours  in  a  British  port ;  but  here  is  a  predatory  rover. 
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■without  acknowledged  nationality,  permitted  to  remain  in  a  British  port 
nine  days,  and  then  to  coal  and  receive  her  supplies  in  order  to  go  forth 
and  plunder  our  merchantmen  engaged  in  peaceful  commerce.  Without 
this  encouragement  and  assistance  in  the  British  islands  the  Florida 
•would  not  perpetrate  these  outrages.  It  appears  to  me  imperative  that 
the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  government  should  be  called  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  that  the  abuse  should  be  discontinued. 

Consul  Allen  reports  that  the  Florida,  after  leaving  port,  remained  off 
the  harbor,  within  about  six  miles,  and  boarded  all  vessels  approaching 
the  island. 

Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON"  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Septemher  5, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  19th  ultimo  respecting  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Florida  at  Bermuda,  I  have  tbe  honor  to  inform  you  that  Her 
Majesty's  government  have  received  reports  on  the  same  subject  from 
Her  Majesty's  colonial  and  naval  authorities,  and  that,  after  due  consid- 
eration of  the  same,  they  are  of  opinion  that,  although  some  disposition 
was  manifested  by  the  commander  of  the  Florida  to  evade  the  stringency 
of  Her  Majesty's  regulations,  the  most  commendable  strictness  and 
diligence  in  enforcing  those  regulations  was  observed  on  the  part  of 
the  authorities,  and  that  no  substantial  deviation,  either  from  the  letter 
or  from  the  spirit  of  those  regulations,  was  permitted  to  or  did  take 
place. 

I  have  further  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Her  Majesty's  government 
consider  that  the  conduct  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Bermuda,  on 
the  occasion  in  question,  was  perfectly  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cDc,  <6c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 
r  Extract.! 

No.  263.]  United  States  Consulate, 

London,  December  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  inclose  a]  copy  of  an  affidavit  sworn  to  by  Thomas 
Gibson  and  William  Young,  firemen  on  the  lake  steamer  Florida,  and 
serving  as  such  on  board  said  steamer  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  with 
the  ticket  granting  leave  of  absence  attached. 

It  appears  that  such  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida  as  were  not 
captured  by  the  United  States  steamer  Wachusetts,  came  to  London, 
where  they  were  met  by  Captain  Morris  and  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
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Florida.  The  men  were  retained  in  the  rebel  service,  granted  leave  of 
absence  by  written  permit  signed  by  Captain  Morris,  and  ordered  in 
writing  to  rej)ort "  for  duty  on  board  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Rap- 
pahannock." If  this  cannot  be  construed  into  a  reshipmeut  of  the  men 
from  the  Florida,  it  is  surely  making  this  country  the  base  of  their  pirat- 
ical operations.  I  only  obtained  the  affidavit  last  evening.  The  origi- 
nal, with  the  original  ticket  attached,  will  be  sent  to  Mr.  Adams. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOESE. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inolosure  No.  1.] 

Deposition  of  Thomas  Gibson. 

I,  Thomas  Gibson,  of  Great  Britain,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear 
that  I  was  fireman  on  board  the  confederate  war  steamer  Florida,  and 
was  paid  off  at  the  St.  Katherine  Hotel,  opposite  the  St.  Katherine  dock, 
on  Monday,  the  5th  instant,  by  Captain  Morris,  and  Captain  Morris 
signed  my  liberty  ticket,  which  was  handed  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Barnes 
in  the  presence  of  Captain  Taylor,  the  paymaster,  and  Mr.  King,  the 
master's  mate,  and  the  liberty  "ticket  attached  to  this  statement  is  the 
one  that  was  given  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Barnes. 

THOMAS  GIBSON. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  Thomas  Gibson,  at  my  office,  ISTo.  37  Nicholas 
lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  22d  day  of  December,  1864,  before  me. 

JNO.  CASTLE    GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 
Deposition  of  William  Young. 

I,  William  Young,  of  Great  Britain,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear 
that  I  was  fireman  on  board  the  confederate  war  steamer  Florida,  and 
was  paid  off  at  the  St.  Katherine  Hotel,  along  with  the  remainder  of 
the  crew  of  the  Florida,  as  stated  by  deponent  Thomas  Gibson,  on  the 
same  date  and  time,  and  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Morris,  Paymaster 
Taylor,  Lieutenant  Barnes,  and  Mr.  King,  master's  mate.  I  received  a 
liberty  ticket,  worded,  signed,  and  delivered  to  me  the  same  as  deponent 
Thomas  Gibson,  which  is  attached. 

WILLIAM  YOUNG. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  William  Young,  at  my  office.  No.  37  Nicholas 
lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  22d  December,  1864,  before  me. 
'  JNO.  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 
24  A  C— VI 
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[Inclosure  No.  3.] 
Liberty  ticket  of  Thomas  Gibson. 

London,  December  1,  1864. 

Thomas  Gibson  (F.  man)  has  leave  of  absence  until  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1865,  and  will,  at  the  expiration  of  his  leave,  report  for  duty  aboard 
the  C.  S.  S.  Eappahannook,  at  Calais,  as  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida. 

0.  MANIGAULT  MOEEIS, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  433.]  United  States  Gonsxjtate, 

Liverpool,  March  1,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  men  from  the  pirate  Florida  who  came  here  from  Boston, 
were  paid  off  by  Captain  Morris,  at  the  office  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.,  in  this  town  on  the  20th  ultimo.    At  the  time  Captain  Morris  gave 
to  each  a  certificate  after  the  following,  to-wit : 

t 
"  Liverpool,  February  20,  1865. 

"  Peter  Mott,  seaman,  has  leave  of  absence  until  the  10th  day  of  March, 
1865,  on  which  day  he  will  report  on  board  the  Confederate  States 
steamer  Eappahannock  for  duty. 

"  C.  M.  MOEEIS, 
"  Lieutenant  Commander.^ 

Most  if  not  all  the  men  have  gone  up  to  London ;  they  say  they  are 
on  their  way  to  Calais,  bat  it  is  quite  possible  that  they  may  be  going 
to  some  other  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


clarence  and  TACONT  tenders  of  FLORIDA. 

Lieutenant  Bead  to  Mr.  Mallory. 

EiCHMOND,  Virginia,  October  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  6th  of  May,  1863,  I  was  detached  from  the  Confederate 
States  steamer  Florida,  then  off  Cape  St.  Eoque,  and  ordered  to  take 
command  of  the  prize  brig  Clarence. 

Inclosed  you  will  find  my  proposition  to,  and  letter  of  instructions 
from,  Commander  Maffltt. 

In  obedience  to  orders,  I  shaped  my  course  for  the  capes  of  the  Chesa- 
peake. 

Off  the  Windward  Islands  I  chased  several  vessels,  but  failed  to  over- 
haul them,  on  account  of  the  inferior  sailing  qualities  of  the  Clarence. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  in  latitude  33o~39',  longitude  71°  29'  west,  fell  in 
with,  captured,  and  burned  the  bark  Windward,  from  Philadelphia  to 
ISTew  Orleans,  loaded  with  coal.  She  was  insured  by  the  United  States 
Government  for  the  sum  bf  $14,800. 
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On  the  7th  of  June,  captured  the  schooner  Alfred  H.  Partridge,  from 
New  York  to  Matamoras.  She  was  loaded  with  arms  and  clothing  for 
our  citizens  in  Texas.  I  took  the  captain's  bond  for  the  sum  of  $5,000 
for  the  delivery  of  the  cargo  to  loyal  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States. 
On  June  9th,  in  latitude  33°  52'  north,  longitude  74°  6'  west,  captured 
and  burned  the  brig  Mary  Alviua,  from  Boston  to  New  Orleans,  loaded 
with  commissary  stores. 

From  the  prisoners  and  papers  of  transports  Windward  and  Mary 
Alvina,  I  derived  such  information  as  convinced  me  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  Commander  Mafititt.  No  vessels 
were  allowed  to  go  into  Hampton  Koads  unless  they  had  supplies  for  the 
United  States  Government,  and  then  they  were  closely  watched.  The 
vessels  lying  at  the  wharf  above  Fortress  Monroe  were  guarded  by  a 
gun-boat ;  and  there  were  sentries  on  the  wharf.  Just  outside  the  fort 
there  were  two  boarding  steamers. 

I  then  determined  to  cruise  along  the  coast,  and  try  to  intercept  a  tran- 
sport for  Fortress  Monroe,  and  with  her  endeavor  to  carry  out  the  orders 
of  Commander  Maftitt,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  do  all  possible  injury  to 
the  enemy's  commerce.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  June,  latitude 
37°  north,  longitude  75°  30'  west,  captured  the  bark  Taconey,  in 
ballast  from  Port  Eoyal,  South  Carolina,  to  Philadelphia.  As  soon  as 
we  had  possession  of  her  a  schooner  was  discovered,  which  we  stood 
to  intercept.  At  8  a.  m.  we  brought  to  the  schooner.  She  proved  to 
be  the  schooner  M.  A.  Shindler,  in  ballast,  from  Port  Eoyal,  South 
Carolina,  to  Philadelphia.  The  bark  Taconey  being  a  better  sailer 
than  the  Clarence,  I  determined  to  burn  the  latter  vessel  and  take  the 
bark.  While  the  howitzer,  «&c.,  were  being  transferred  from  the  Clar- 
ence to  the  Taconey,  a  schooner  was  discovered  coming  down  before  the 
wind ;  passing  near  the  Clarence,  a  wooden  gun  was  pointed  at  her,  and 
she  was  commanded  to  heave  to,  which  she  dirt  immediately.  She  was 
found  to  be  the  schooner  Kate  Stewart,  from  Key  West  to  Philadelphia, 
in  ballast.  As  we  were  now  rather  short  of  provisions,  and  had  over  iifty 
prisoners,  1  determined  to  bond  the  schooner  Kate  Stewart  and  make  a 
cartel  of  her.  I  bonded  her  for  the  sum  of  $7,000,  payable  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Confederate  States,  thirty  days  after  the  ratification  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  between  the  Confederate  States  and  the  United  States. 
The  brig  Clarence  and  schooner  Shindler  were  then  set  on  fire.  We  now 
stood  in  chase  of  a  brig,  which  we  soon  overhauled.  She  proved  to  be 
the  brig  Arabella,  of  New  York,  from  A  spin  wall  to  New  York,  with  a 
neutral  cargo.  1  bonded  her  for  $30,000,  payable  thirty  days  after  peace. 
On  June  15th,  latitude  37°  40'  north,  longitude  70°  31'  west,  captured 
and  burned  the.  brig  Umpire,  from  Cardenas  to  Boston,  loaded  with 
sugar  and  molasses. 

June  20th,  latitude  40°  50'  north,  longitude  69°  20',  captured' the  ship 
Isaac  Webb,  from  Liverpool  to  New  York,  with  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
passengers.  Not  being  able  to  dispose  of  the  passengers,  I  bonded  her 
for  $40,000.     On  the  same  day  burned  the  fishing  schooner  Macawba. 

On  June  21st,  latitude  41°  north,  longitude  69°  10'  west,  captured 
and  burned  the  clipper-ship  Byzantium,  from  London  to  New  York, 
loaded  with  coal.  On  the  same  day  burned  the  bark  Goodspeed,from 
Londonderry  to  New  York,  in  ballast. 

On  June  22d,  captured  the  fishing  schooners  Marengo,  Florence,  E. 
Ann,  E.  Choate,  and  Eipple.  The  Florence  being  an  old  vessel,  1  bonded 
her  and  placed  seventy-five  prisoners  on  her.  The  other  schooners  were 
burned. 

On  June  23d,  captured  and  burned  the  fishing  schooners  Ada  and 
Wanderer. 
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On  June  24th,  latitude  43°  10'  north,  longitude  67°  43'  west,  captured 
the  ship  Shatemuc,  from  Liverpool  to  Boston,  with  a  large  number  of 
emigrants.    I  bonded  her  for  $150,000. 

On  the  night  of  June  24th,  captured  the  fishing  schooner  Archer. 

As  there  were  now  a  number  of  the  enemy's  gun-boats  in  search  of 
the  Taconey,  and  our  howitzer  ammunition  being  all  expended,  I  con- 
cluded to  destroy  the  Taconey,  and,  with  the  schooner  Archer,  to  proceed 
along  the  coast,  with  the  view  of  burning  the  shipping  in  some  exposed 
harbor,  or  of  cutting  out  a  steamer.  Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of 
the  25th  of  June,  we  set  fire  to  the  Taconey,  and,  with  the  Archer,  stood 
in  for  the  coast. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  June  we  ^aade  Portland  light.  Oft" 
Portland  I  picked  up  two  fishermen,  who,  taking  us  for  a  pleasure  party, 
willingly  consented  to  pilot  us  into  Portland.  From  the  fishermen  I 
learned  that  the  revenue-cutter  Caleb  Gushing  was  in  the  harbor  of 
Portland,  and  the  passenger  steamer  to  New  York,  a  stanch,  swift  pro- 
peller, would  remain  in  Portland  during  the  night.  I  at  once  deter- 
mined to  enter  the  harbor,  and  at  night  to  quietly  seize  the  cutter  and 
steamer.  At  sunset  we  entered  the  harbor,  and  anchored  in  full  view 
of  the  shipping.  I  explained  to  my  officers  what  I  expected  to  do  after 
dark.  My  engineer,  Mr.  Browne,  expressed  his  doubts  as  to  his  ability 
to  start  the  engines  of  the  steamer  proposed  to  be  captured,  without  the 
assistance  of  another  engineer.  I  felt  confident  that  Mr.  Browne  would 
do  his  utmost  to  perform  the  duty  required  of  him,  but  as  the  nights 
were  very  short  it  was  evident  that  if  we  failed  to  get  the  steamer 
under  way,  after  waiting  to  get  up  steam,  we  could  not  get  clear  of  the 
forts  before  we  were  discovered.  As  the  wind  was  blowing  moderately 
out  of  the  harbor,  I  then  decided  to  capture  the  cutter,  and  after  getting 
from  under  the  forts  to  return  and  fire  the  shipping.  At  half-past  1 
a.  m.  we  boarded  the  cutter  Caleb  Cushiug,  and  captured  her  without 
noise  or  resistance.  As  the  cable  could  not  be  shipped,  it  was  2  o'clock 
before  we  got  under  way.  The  wind  was  now  very  light,  the  tide  was 
running  in,  and  before  we  could  get  from  under  the  guns  of  the  forts  the 
day  dawned.  At  10  a.  m.,  when  about  twenty  miles  off  the  har- 
bor, two  large  steamers  and  three  brigs  were  discovered  coining  out  of 
Portland.  The  cutter  was  cleared  for  action,  and  as  soon  as  the  lead- 
ing steamer  was  in  range  we  opened  fire  upon  her.  After  firing  five 
rounds  from  the  pivot  gun,  I  was  mortified  to  find  that  all  projectiles 
for  that  gun  were  expended.  From  the  movements  of  the  enemy's 
steamers  it  was  evident  that  they  intended  to  attack  us  simultaneously, 
on  each  side,  and  endeavor  to  clear  our  deck  with  their  sharp- shooters. 
It  was  plain  that  we  could  offer  but  an  ineffectual  resistance,  and,  there- 
fore, I  directed  the  cutter  to  be  set  on  fire,  and  the  crew  to  take  to  the 
boats.  At  half-past  11  I  surrendered  myself  and  crew  to  the  steamer 
Forest  City.     At  12  o'clock  the  cutter  blew  up. 

I  have  to  express  m_y  entire  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  all  under 
my  command. 

After  parting  company  with  the  Florida,  I  gave  the  three  petty  ofla- 
cers— Billups,  Pryde,  and  Matherson,  appointments  as  master's  mates, 
subject  to  your  approval.  They  are  good  seamen,  brave  and  patriotic 
men. 

Very  respectfully,  jour  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  BEAD, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Confederate  States  Navy. 

Hon.  S.  E.  Mallokt, 

Secretary  of  the  Mavy,  Bichmand,  Virginia. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  44.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  4,  1862. 
Sir  :  Laird  &  Co.,  whose  ship-yard  is  at  Birkenhead,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  are  building  a  steam  gau-boat  the  exact  model  of  the 
Oreto,  and  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  is  for  the  confederate  govern 
ment.  She  has  not  yet  been  launched.  No  expense  is  being  spared  in 
her  construction.  Her  tonnage  is  1,100 ;  her  engines  to  be  300  horse- 
power.   I  will  look  after  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  vours,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.  ] 

No.  69.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  16,'  1862. 

Sir  :  In  a  previous  dispatch  I  mentioned  the  fact  that  Messrs.  Laird  «& 
Co.  were  building  a  gun-boat  at  Birkenhead,  which  I  believed  was  in- 
tended for  the  confederacy.  This  boat  was  launched  yesterday.  She 
will  be,  when  finished,  a  very  superior  boat.  Her  planks  were  caullced 
as  they  were  put  on,  her  timbers  are  of  the  very  best  English  oak,  every 
plank  and  timber  was  most  critically  examined,  and  all  her  fastenings 
are  copper  bolts.  The  steam  gear  is  all  copper  and  brass  ;  in  a  word, 
the  foreman  who  had  charge  of  building  her  says  that  no  boat  was  ever 
built  stronger  or  better  than  her.  The  order,  when  given,  was  to  build 
her  of  the  very  best  material,  and  in  the  best  and  strongest  manner, 
without  regard  to  expense;  and  the  foreman  says  that  this  has  been 
done.  Her  powder  is  to  be  placed  in  copper  cans  of  a  new  patent,  and 
are  now  being  made.  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  she  is  intended  for 
the  rebels.  This  was  admitted  by  one  of  the  leading  workmen  in  the 
yard ;  he  said  she  was  to  be  the  sister  to  the  Oreto,  and  for  the  same 
purpose  and  service.    She  is  not  yet  named. 

Believe  me  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.  ] 

No.  84.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  18,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  gun-boat  building  for  the  confederates  by  Messrs.  Lairds  will 
soon  be  completed.  She  made  a  trial  trip  last  Thursday.  None  of  the 
press  were  invited.  No  one  was  admitted  on  board  without  a  ticket. 
They  wei-e  issued  only  to  the  persons  actively  engaged  in  aiding  the 
rebellion.  All  the  active  persons  and  houses  engaged  in  fitting  out 
'  ships,  &c.,  were  represented  on  her.  The  New  York  papers  have  pub- 
lished articles  stating  that  information  of  ships  fitting  out  at  this  port 
is  sent  to  our  Government.  These  pieces  have  been  copied  in  the  news- 
papers here,  and  the  efiect  has  been  to  make  the  people  much  more 
careful  and  guarded.  It  is  now  difficult  to  obtain  information  about 
this  vessel.  They  will  not  admit  any  one  except  -those  connected  with 
the  yard  to  go  in.  I  have  obtained  the  following  description  of  her, 
which  is  correct,  so  far  as  it  goes.  Her  engines  are  three  hundred  and 
fifty  horse-power,  oscillating  in  principle.  She  will  draw  fourteen  feet 
when  loaded,  and  is  1,050  tons  harden — has  one  funnel  or  smoke  stack 
painted  black,  forward  of  the  mainmast,  two  ventilators  forward  of  the 
funnel,  also  painted  black.  The  hull  painted  black ;  billet-head  gilt, 
with  a  shield  painted  red.  The  stern  is  round,  with  black  galley  win- 
dows. The  stern  has  carvings  on  it  of  gilt.  She  has  three  masts,  bark- 
rigged  ;  the  masts  and  spars  very  bright.  Her  propeller  is  a  screw,  so 
arranged  that  it  can  be  raised  by  steam  from  the  water.  The  frame- 
work in  which  this  screw  or  fan  works  is  of  solid  brass,  weighing  from 
one  and  a  half  to  two  tons.  The  vessel  is  coppered,  and  has  copper 
fastenings,  and  is  calculated  to  run  fifteen  knots  per  hour.  Her  powder 
cases  or  cans  are  two  hundred  in  number,  all  made  of  copper,  with  a 
patent  screw  in  the  top,  which  costs  two  ijound^  apiece.  No  pains  or 
expense  has  been  spared  in  her  construction,  and  when  finished  will  be 
a  very  superior  boat  of  her  class.  Indeed,  they  say  there  will  be  no 
better  afloat.  Her  trial  trip  was  entirely  satisfactory.  She  will  be 
finished  and  ready  for  her  armament  in  about  ten  days  or  two  weeks. 
I  have  not  yet  learned  what  it  is  to  be.  The  platforms  for  the  guns 
that  are  being  made  are  such  that  the  gun  can  be  used  on  both  sides  of 
the  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  179.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  26,  1862. 
Sir:  Notwithstanding  the  adverse  news  lately  flowing  in  from  Amer- 
ica to  the  sympathizers  with  the  rebels  respecting  the  loss  of  their  vessels 
and  outfits,  the  effect  of  which  has  been  to  put  an  end  to  insurance  on 
such  risks,  I  continue  to  receive  information  of  the  preparation  of  such 
adventurers.  One  most  flagrant  instance  has  been  presented  to  my  atten- 
tion by  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool.    I  considered  it  so  import- 
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ant  that  I  li£\,ve  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  a  representation  of  it  to  Her 
Majesty's  government.  The  uniform  ill-success  which  has  attended  all 
my  preceding  remonstrances,  especially  in  the  very  parallel  case  of  the 
gun-boat  Oreto,  makes  me  entertain  little  hope  of  a  more  favorable  result 
now.  But  the  record  would  hardly  seem  to  be  complete  without  insert- 
ing it. 

As  Captain  Craven  of  the  Tuscaroa  has  sent  notice  to  this  legation 
of  his  departure  from  Gibraltar  and  his  arrival  at  Cadiz,  I  have  taken 
the  responsibility  of  asking  him  to  come  to  Southampton  for  orders. 
Should  it  be  possible  to  take  any  measure  with  prudence  to  break  up 
the  voyage  of  this  vessel,  I  shall  advise  him  of  the  fact. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  IJnited  States, 

London,  June  23, 1862. 

My  Lokd  :  Some  time  since  it  may  be  recollected  by  your  lordship 
that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  a  representation  touching  the  equipment, 
from  the  port  of  Liverpool,  of  the  gun-boat  Oreto,  with  the  intent  to 
make  war  upon  the  United  States.  Notwithstanding  the  statements 
returned  from  the  authorities  of  that  place,  with  which  your  lordship 
favored  me  in  reply,  touching  a  different  destination  of  that  vessel,  I 
have  the  strongest  reason  for  believing  that  that  vessel  went  directly 
to  Nassau,  and  that  she  has  been  there  engaged  in  completing  her 
armament,  provisioning,  and  crew,  for  the  object  first  indicated  by  me. 

I  am  now  under  the  painful  necessity  of  apprising  your  lordship  that 
a  new  and  still  more  powerful  war  steamer  is  nearly  ready  for  departure 
from  the  port  of  Liverpool  on  the  same  errand.  This  vessel  has  been 
built  and  launched  from  the  dock-yard  of  persons  one  of  whom  is  now 
sitting  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  is  fitting  out  for  the 
especial  and  manifest  object  of  carrying  on  hostilities  by  sea.  It  is 
about  to  be  commanded  by  one  of  the  insurgent  agents,  the  same  who 
sailed  in  the  Oreto.  The  parties  engaged  in  the  enterprise  are  persons 
well  known  at  Liverpool  to  be  agents  and  officers  of  the  insurgents  in 
the  United  States,  the  nature  and  extent  of  whose  labors  are  well 
explained  in  the  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter*  of  one  of  them,  Avhich  I 
received  from  my  G-overument  some  days  ago,  and  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  place  in  your  lordship's  hand  on  Thursday  last. 

I  now  ask  permission  to  transmit,  for  your  consideratiou,  a  letter 
addressed  to  me  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  in 
confirmation  of  the  statements  here  submitted,  and  to  solicit  such 
action  as  may  tend  either  to  stop  the  projected  expedition,  or  to  estab- 
lish the  fact  that  its  purpose  is  not  inimical  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Eenewing  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  EEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  <&c.,  &c.,  &c. 

*  For  tills  letter  see  letter  of  Mr.  Huse  to  Major  Gorgas  April  11,  1862,  vol.  1 ,  page  538 . 
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[Inclosure.] 

Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Constxlate, 

Liverpool,  June  21,  1862. 

SiE:  The  gun-boat  now  being  built  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  at 
Birkenhead,  opposite  Liverpool,  and  which  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a 
previous  dispatch,  is  intended  for  the  so-called  confederate  government 
in  the  Southern  States.  The  evidence  I  have  is  entirely  conclusive  to  my 
mind .  I  do  not  think  there  is  the  least  room  for  doubt  about  it.  Beauforth 
and  Cadj',  two  of  the  officers  from  the  privateer  Sumter,  stated  that  this 
vessel  was  being  built  for  the  Confederate  States.  The  foreman  in  Messrs. 
Lairds'  yard  says  she  is  the  sister  of  the  gun  boat  Oreto,  and  has  been 
built  for  the  same  parties  and  for  the  same  purpose;  when  pressed  for 
a  further  explanation,  he  stated  that  she  was  to  be  a  privateer  for  the 
southern  government  of  the  United  States.  The  captain  and  oiBcers 
of  the  steamer  Julia  Usher,  now  at  Liverpool,  and  which  is  loaded  to  run 
the  blockade,  state  that  this  gun-boat  is  for  the  confederates,  and  is  to 
be  commanded  by  Captain  Bullock. 

The  strictest  watch  is  kept  over  this  vessel ;  no  person  except  those 
immediately  engaged  upon  her  is  admitted  into  the  yard.  On  the  occa- 
sion of  the  trial  trip  made  last  Thursday  week  no  one  was  admitted 
without  a  pass,  and  these  passes  were  issued  to  but  few  persons,  and 
those  who  are  known  here  as  active  secessionists  engaged  in  sending 
aid  and  relief  to  the  rebels. 

I  understand  that  her  armament  is  to  consist  of  eleven  guns,  and  that 
she  is  to  enter  at  once,  as  soon  as  she  leaves  this  port,  upon  her  business 
as  a  privateer. 

The  vessel  is  very  nearly  completed ;  she  has  had  her  first  trial  trip. 
This  trial  was  successful,  and  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  persons  who 
are  superintending  her  construction.  She  will  be  finished  in  nine  or 
ten  days.  A  part  of  her  j)owder  canisters,  which  are  to  number  two 
hundred,  and  which  are  of  a  new  patent,  made  of  copper  with  screw 
tops,  are  on  board  the  vessel ;  the  others  are  to  be  delivered  in  a  few 
days.  No  pains  or  expense  have  been  spared  in  her  construction.  Her 
engines  are  on  the  oscillating  principle,  and  are  three  hundred  and  fifty, 
horse-power.  She  measures  one  thousand  and  fifty  tons  burden,  and 
will  draw  fourteen  feet  of  water  when  loaded.  Her  screw  or  fan  works 
in  a  solid  brass  frame  casting,  weighing  near  two  tons,  and  is  so 
constructed  as  to  be  lifted  from  the  water  by  steam-power.  The  plat- 
forms and  gun-carriages  are  now  being  constructed. 

When  completed  and  armed  she  will  be  a  most  formidable  and  dan- 
gerous craft,  and  if  not  prevented  from  going  to  sea  will  do  much  mis- 
chief to  our  commerce.    The  persons  engaged  in  her  construction  say 
that  no  better  vessel  of  her  class  was  ever  built. 
I  have,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  June  25,  1862. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
23d  instant,  calling  attention  to  a  steam  vessel  which  you  state  is  now 
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fitting  out  at  Liverpool  with  the  intentioa  of  carrying  on  hostilities 
against  the  G-overnment  of  the  United  States,  and  t  have  to  acquaint 
you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  referring  the  matter  to  the  proper  depart- 
ment of  Her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  c&c,  c&c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  86.J  Uniteb  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  mentioned  the  gunboat  now  being  built  by  the  Messrs. 
Lairds  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  at  their  yard  in  Birkenhead,  in  two  or  three 
notes  to  the  Department.  Being  entirely  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that 
this  vessel  was  intended  as  a  privateer  for  the  rebel  government,  and  that 
it  was  my  duty  to  use  every  effort  to  prevent  her  sailing,  I  went  up  to 
London  to  confer  with  Mr.  Adams.  At  his  instance  I  drew  up  and  ad- 
dressed to  him  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  marked  No.  1.*  He 
inclosed  a  copy  of  this,  accompanied  with  an  energetic  note  from  him- 
self to  Earl  Russell.  Mr.  Adams  thinks  there  is  a  better  feeling  on  the 
part  of  the  government  toward  us,  and  that  they  will  now  do  what  they 
can  to  conciliate  us,  and  will  stop  the  fitting  out  of  this  vessel.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  they  will  do  it,  as  she  would  do  much  mischief  to  our  com- 
mei'ce  if  she  got  out  in  some  quarter  distant  from  our  cruisers.  One  of 
the  Lairds,  an  active  member  of  this  firm,  is  a  member  of  Parliament. 
This  vessel  is  ready  for  sea,  and  if  not  prevented  will  sail  before  the  end 
of  next  week.  Captain  Bullock  will  command  her.  She  will  enter  upon 
the  business  as  a  privateer  at  once,  and  not  attempt  to  run  into  a  south- 
ern port.  It  is  said  that  her  armament  will  consist  of  eleven  guns,  all 
of  heavy  caliber. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[B.  B.  B.,  "Alabama,"  1863,  p.  1.) 
No.  1095. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  collector,  Liverpool,  to  the  commissioners  of  cus- 
toms, dated  Liverpool,  June  28,  1862. 

Honorable  Sirs  :  The  particulars  of  the  vessel  alluded  to  in  the 
inclosed  papers  are  given,  as  far  as  is  known,  in  the  report  of  the  sur- 
veyor, and  which  I  respectfully  submit  for  the  information  of  the 
board. 

S.  PRICE  EDWARDS. 

*For  inolosure  see  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams,  June  21,  1862,  ante,  p.  376. 
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[Inolosure.] 
Coipy  of  surveyor's  report  referred  to. 

Liverpool,  Jv/ne  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  most  respectfully  beg  to  report  that  the  vessel  to  which  these 
papers  refer  has  not  escaped  the  notice  of  the  customs  officers,  but  as 
yet  nothing  has  transpired  concerning  her  which  appeared  to  demand  a 
separate  report. 

The  officers  have  at  all  times  free  access  to  the  building  yards  of  the 
Messrs.  Laird  at  Birkenhead,  where  the  said  vessel  is  now  lying,  and 
there  has  been  no  attempt  on  the  part  of  her  builders  to  disguise  what 
is  most  apparent  to  all,  that  she  is  intended  for  a  ship  of  war. 

Agreeably  with  your  directions  I  have  personally  inspected  her,  and 
find  that  she  is  rightly  described  in  the  communication  of  the  United 
States  consul,  except  that  her  engines  are  not  on  the  oscillating  principle. 
Her  dimensions  are  as  follows:  Length,  two  hundred  and  eleven  feet  six 
inches ;  breadth,  thirty-one  feet  eight  inches ;  depth,  seventeen  feet  eight 
inches;  and  her  gross  tonnage,  by  the  present  rule  of  admeasurement, 
is  six  hundred  and  eighty-two  and  thirty-one  one-hundredths  tons. 

She  has  several  powder  canisters  on  board,  but  neither  guns  nor  car- 
riages as  yet. 

The  current  report  of  that  vessel  is,  that  she  has  been  built  for  a  for- 
eign government,  and  that  is  not  denied  by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  with  whom 
I  have  communicated  upon  the  subject ;  but  they  do  not  appear  dis- 
posed to  reply  to  any  question  with  reference  to  the  destination  of  the 
vessel  after  she  leaves  this  port,  and  we  have  no  other  reliable  source  of 
information. 

It  will  be  in  your  recollection  that  the  current  report  of  the  gun-boat 
Oreto  was,  that  she  had  been  built  for  a  foreign  government,  which  ves- 
sel recently  left  this  port  under  a  British  flag,  without  any  guns  or  ammu- 
nition on  board,  as  previously  reported. 

I  beg  to  add  that  any  further  information  that  may  be  obtained  con- 
cerning the  vessel  referred  to,  will  be  immediately  reported,  agreeably 
with  your  directions. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  MOEG-AI^,  Surveyor. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  87.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  send  you  herewith  a  full  description  of  the  Laird  gunboat,  as 
it  may  be  useful.  To  remove  any  possible  doubt  there  may  be  as  to  the 
real  destination  of  this  vessel,  I  may  inform  you  that  a  few  mornings 
since,  Captain  J.  D.  Bullock  entered,  unquestioned,  the  private  dock 
where  she  lies,  and  which  is  so  zealously  closed  to  others,  went  ou  board, 
was  saluted  by  the  workmen,  appeared  to  give  orders  and  be  attended 
to  as  one  in  authority ;  also  that  all  the  cabin  fittings  and  furniture  were 
selected  by  him,  and  were  subject  to  his  approval,  though  paid  for  by 
Mr.  Laird. 

Mr.  A.  Blain,  of  35  Paradise  street,  Liverpool,  fitted  up  the  cabins 
and  has  her  entered  in  his  books  as  No.  290.    For  a  person  sent  there  to 
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inquire  if  he  did  fit  her  up,  he  wrote  the  number  on  one  of  his  cards, 
along  with  the  names  of  John  Laird,  esq.,  and  Captain  Bullock  as  refer- 
ences. 

Her  engineers  and  crew  have  been  engaged  but  not  regularly  shipped. 
None  of  them  are  allowed  on  board,  and  are  only  to  come  on  board  when 
she  sails.  The  Rosalind,  belonging  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and 
about  which  you  are  already  advised,  is  still  here.  She  took  on  board 
three  more  rifled  cannons  (32-pouuders)  this  week,  making  nine  she  has, 
just  sufficient  for  the  armaoient  of  the  gun-boat,  and  of  the  most  suitable 
kind.    They  are  all  Blakely  guns. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  J.  WILDING,  Vice- Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure] 
LAIRD'S  GUN-BOAT. 

She  will  carry  three  swivel  guns.  She  has  three  double  ports  each 
side,  forward,  midships,  and  aft.  She  will  carry  sixteen  guns  with  the 
swivels.  She  is  in  a  confused  state,  and  from  her  appearance  will  not 
be  ready  before  the  middle  of  next  week.  Is  built  of  oak  and  coppered, 
about  two  hundred  feet  long  and  eighteen  feet  deep,  will  draw  from  ten 
to  fourteen  feet  loaded,  one  thousand  and  fifty  tons,  bark- rigged  ;  has 
no  name,  but  is  called  No.  290.  Has  two  oscillating  cylinders  working 
almost  at  the  bottom  of  the  vessel. 


Harl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  July  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  report  from  the  commissioners  of  customs  respect- 
ing the  vessel  which  you  have  been  informed  is  being  built  at  Liverpool 
for  the  government  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  and,  in  accord- 
ance therewith,  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  you  should  instruct 
the  United  States  consul  at  Liverpool  to  submit  to  the  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  that  port  such  evidence  as  he  may  possess  tending  to  show  that 
his  suspicions  as  to  the  destination  of  the  vessel  in  question  are  well 
founded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant. 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


EUSSELL. 


[Inclosure.] 
[B.  B.  B.,  N.  A.,  No.  3,  1863,  p.  2.] 

CuSTOM-HotrsB,  July  1, 1862. 
Tour  lordships  having  referred  to  us  the  annexed  letter  from  Mr. 
Hammond,  under  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  transmitting,  by 
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desire  of  Earl  Eiissell,  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  United  States  minister 
at  this  court,  calling  attention  to  a  steamer  reported  to  be  fitting  out  at 
Liverpool  as  a  southern  privateer,  and  inclosing  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  United  States  consul  at  that  port  reporting  the  result  of  his  investi- 
gation into  the  matter,  and  requesting  that  immediate  inquiries  may  be 
made  respecting  this  vessel,  and  such  steps  taken  in  the  matter  as  may 
be  right  and  proper,  we  report : 

That  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's  reference  we  for- 
warded the  papers  to  our  collector  at  Liverpool  for  his  special  inquiry 
and  report,  and  we  learn  from  his  reply  that  the  fitting  out  of  the  vessel 
has  not  escaped  the  notice  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  but  that  as  yet 
nothing  has  transpired  concerning  her  which  has  appeared  to  demand 
a  special  report. 

We  are  informed  that  the  officers  have  at  all  times  free  access  to  the 
building  yards  of  the  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  where  the  vessel  is 
lying,  and  that  there  has  been  no  attempt  on  the  part  of  her  builders 
to  disguise,  what  is  most  apparent,  that  she  is  intended  for  a  ship  of  warj 
and  one  of  the  surveyors  in  the  service  of  this  revenue,  who  had  been 
directed  by  the  collector  personally  to  inspect  the  vessel,  has  stated  that 
the  description  of  her  in  the  communication  of  the  United  States  consul 
is  correct,  with  the  exception  that  her  engines  are  not  constructed  on 
the  oscillatory  principle.  Her  dimensions  are  as  follows:  length  two 
hundred  and  eleven  feet  six  inches ;  breadth  thirty-one  feet  eight  inches ; 
depth,  seventeen  feet  eight  inches,  and  her  gross  tonnage,  by  the 
present  rule  of  admeasurement,  is  682j^J^  tons.  The  surveyor  has 
further  stated  that  she  has  several  powder  canisters  on  board,  but  as 
yet  neither  guns  nor  carriages,  and  that  the  current  report  in  regard 
to  the  vessel  is  that  she  has  been  built  by  a  foreign  government,  which 
is  not  denied  by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  with  whom  the  surveyor  has  con- 
ferred ;  bat  they  do  not  appear  disposed  to  reply  to  any  question  respect- 
ing the  destination  of  the  vessel  after  she  leaves  Liverpool,  and  the 
oflEicers  have  no  other  reliable  source  of  information  on  that  point;  and 
having  referred  the  matter  to  our  solicitor,  he  has  reported  his  opinion 
that  at  present  there  is  not  suflicient  ground  to  warrant  the  detention 
of  the  vessel  or  any  Interference  on  the  part  of  this  department,  in  which 
report  we  beg  to  express  our  concurrence.  And  with  reference  to  the 
statement  of  the  United  States  consul  that  the  evidence  he  has  in  regard 
to  this  vessel  being  intended  for  the  so-called  confederate  government 
in  the  Southern  States  is  entirely  conclusive  to  his  mind,  we  would 
observe  that  inasmuch  as  the  officers  of  customs  of  Liverpool  would  not 
be  justified  in  taking  any  steps  against  the  vessel  unless  sufficient 
evidence  to  warrant  her  detention  should  be  laid  before  them,  the 
proper  course  would  be  for  the  consul  to  submit  such  evidence  as  he 
possesses  to  the  collector  at  that  port,  who  would  thereupon  take  such 
measures  as  the  provisions  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  would  require ; 
without  the  production  of  full  and  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  their  pro- 
ceedings, the  seizing:  officers  might  entail  on  themselves  and  on  the 
government  very  serious  consequences. 

We  l)eg  to  add  that  the  officers  at  Liverpool  will  keep  a  strict  watch 
on  the  vessel,  and  that  any  further  information  that  may  be  obtained 
concerning  her  will  be  forthwith  reported. 

THOS.  F.  FRBMANTLE. 
GEENVILLE  C.  L.  BERKELEY. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  her  Majestfs  Treasury. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Lb&ation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  7,  1862. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  4th  instant,  covering  a  copy  of  the  report  from  the  commissioners 
of  customs,  respecting  a  vessel  presumed  by  me  to  be  in  course  of  pre- 
paration at  Liverpool  to  carry  on  hostile  operations  against  the  United 
States.  In  accordance  with  your  lordship's  suggestion,  1  shall  at  once 
instruct  the  consul  of  the  United  States  to  submit  to  the  collector  of 
customs  at  that  port  such  evidence  as  he  possesses  to  show  that  the 
suspicions  he  entertained  of  the  character  of  that  vessel  are  well  founded. 

l.pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  c&c,  t&e.,  &o. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Wilding. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  7, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  received  by  me  from  Lord 
Eussell,  in  reply  to  my  representation,  founded  on  Mr.  Dudley's  letters 
of  the  21st  of  June  to  me,  respecting  Mr.  Laird's  gun-boat.  In  accord- 
ance with  his  lordship's  suggestion,  I  pray  you  to  furnish  to  the  collector 
of  customs,  so  soon  as  may  be,  any  evidence  which  you  can  readily 
command  in  aid  of  the  object  designated. 

I  should  be  glad  likewise  to  have  such  evidence  made  in  duplicate, 
and  one  copy  forwarded  to  me  at  the  same  time  for  possible  use  in 
another  way  at  this  point. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Henry  Wilding,  Esq., 

United  States  Vice-Consul,  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  184.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  9,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  likewise  forward  copies  of  the  correspondence,*  so  far  as  it  has 
gone,  touching  the  preparation  of  the  formidable  gun-boat  at  Liverpool 
for  the  use  of  the  rebels.  In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  in  Lord 
Eussell's  note  of  the  4th  instant,  I  have  directed  the  vice-consul  at  Liv- 
erpool, in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Dudley,  to  prepare  and  send  to  the  col- 

*  For  inclosures  see  Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Eussell,  June  23,  1862,  ante,  page  375;  Mr. 
Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams,  Jane  21,  1862,  ante,  page  376 ;  Earl  Eussell  to  Mr.  Adams,  June 
25,  1862,  ante,  page  376 ;  and  Earl  Eussell  to  Mr.  Adams,  July  4,  1862,  ante,  page  379. 
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lector  of  customs  there  siich  further  evidence  as  he  may  obtain  of  the 
true  destination  of  that  vessel.  At  the  same  time  I  have  requested  him 
to  send  me  the  same  information  with  a  view  to  take  professional  advice 
as  to  the  practicability  of  proceeding  against  it  in  the  courts,  and,  as 
a  last  resource,  I  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  sending  for  the  Tus- 
carora.  Captain  Craven  has  arrived  at  Southampton,  and  has  been 
here  to  see  me.  I  regard  the  case  as  so  important  that  if  the  evidence 
shall  prove  in  any  way  sufficient  to  justify  the  step,  I  shall  authorize 
him  to  try  to  intercept  her  on  her  way  out.  This  may  have  the  effect 
of  taking  the  vessel  off  of  her  present  station  and  far  over  to  the  United 
States.  I  know  nothing  of  the  naval  arrangements,  but  I  presume  that 
the  Tuscarora  can  be  replaced  by  some  other  ship  of  less  power,  which 
would  equally  serve  the  purpose  of  the  Government  as  a  safeguard 
against  privateering  in  these  waters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  88.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  my  dispatch  of  June  27, 1  mentioned  the  fact  that  Mr.  Adams 
had  applied  to  the  British  government  to  prevent  the  sailing  of  the 
gun-boat  now  being  iitted  out  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birken- 
head. Yesterday  I  received  a  note*  from  him,  inclosing  a  copy  of  Earl 
Russell's  reply,  requesting  me  to  farnish  evidence  of  the  character  of 
this  vessel  to.  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool.  I  shall,  during  the 
day,  write  a  note  to  the  collector  and  communicate  all  the  facts  I  can 
without  violating  confidence  reposed  in  me  by  persons  from  whom  I 
obtained  them. 

I  do  not  think  the  British  government  are  treating  us  properly  in  this 
matter.  They  are  not  dealing  with  us  as  one  friendly  nation  ought  to 
deal  with  another.  When  I,  as  the  agent  of  my  Government,  tell  them 
from  evidence  submitted  to  me  that  I  have  no  doubt  about  her  charac- 
ter, they  ought  to  accept  this  until  the  parties  who  are  building  her, 
and  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  show  if  her  destination  and  purpose 
are  legitimate  and  honest,  do  so.  It  is  a  very  easy  matter  for  the 
Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.  to  show  for  whom  they  are  building  her,  and  to 
g:ive  such  information  as  to  her  purpose  as  to  be  satisfactory  to  all  par- 
ties. The  burden  of  proof  ought  not  to  be  thrown  upon  us.  In  a  hos- 
tile community  like  this  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  information  at  any 
time  upon  these  matters,  and  if  names  are  to  be  given  it  would  render 
it  almost  impossible.  The  government  ought  to  investigate  it  and  not 
call  on  us  for  proof. 

I  understand  if  she  is  not  arrested  she  will  endeavor  to  capture  some 
of  the  California  steamers  with  specie  for  Kew  York. 
I     The  Rosalind,  referred  to  in  previous  dispatches,  sailed  on  Saturday 

'  Tor  inclosure  see  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Wilding,  July  7,  1862,  ante,  page  381. 
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last.    She  has  on  her  nine  cannon,  rifled,  which  I  think  are  intended  for 
this  gun-hoat.    They  are  32-pounders. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  a  suggestion  of  Earl  Eussell,  in  a  communi- 
cation to  Mr.  Adams,  American  minister  in  London,  I  beg  to  lay 
before  you  the  information  and  circumstances  which  have  come  to  my 
knowledge  relating  to  the  gun-boat  being  fitted  out  by  Messrs.  Laird, 
at  Birkenhead,  for  the  confederates  of  the  southern  United  States  of 
America,  and  intended  to  be  used  as  a  privateer  against  the  United 
States. 

On  my  arrival  and  taking  charge  of  the  consulate  at  Liverpool,  in 
November  last,  my  attention  was  called  by  the  acting  consul,  and  by 
other  persons,  to  two  gun-boats  being  or  to  be  fitted  out  for  the  so-called 
confederate  government — the  Oreto,  fitted  out  by  Mr.  Miller  and 
Messrs.  Fawcett  &  Preston,  and  the  one  now  in  question.  Subsequent 
events  fully  proved  the  suspicion,  with  regard  to  the  Oreto,  to  be  well 
founded.  She  cleared  from  Liverpool  in  March  last  for  Palermo  and 
Jamaica,  but  sailed  direct  for  Nassau,  where  she  now  is  receiving  her 
armament  as  a  privateer  for  the  so-called  confederate  government.  And 
my  attention  was  called  repeatedly  to  the  gun-boat  building  by  Mr. 
Laird  by  various  persons,  who  stated  that  she  was  also  for  a  con- 
federate privateer,  and  was  being  built  by  the  Messrs.  Lairds  for  that 
express  purpose.  In  May  last  two  ofQcers  of  the  southern  privateer 
Sumter,  named  Caddy  and  Beaufort,  passed  through  Liverpool  on  their 
way  to  Havana  or  Nassau ;  while  here  stated  that  there  was  a  gun-boat 
building  by  Mr.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  for  the  southern  confederacy,  and 
not  long  after  that  a  foreman  employed  about  the  vessel  in  Messrs. 
Laird's  yard  stated  that  she  was  the  sister  of  the  Oreto,  and  intended  for 
the  same  service;  and,  when  pressed  for  aiVexplanation,  further  stated 
that  she  was  to  be  a  privateer  for  the  southern  government  in  the  United 
States. 

When  the  vessel  was  first  tried  Mr.  Wellsman,  one  of  the  firm  of 
Eraser,  Trenholm  and  Co.,  (who  are  well  known  as  agents  for  the  con- 
federate government,)  Andrew  and  Thomas  Byrne,  and  other  persons, 
well  known  as  having  been  for  months  actively  engaged  in  sending  mu- 
nitions of  war  for  said  government,  were  present,  and  have  accompanied 
her  on  her  various  trials,  as  they  had  accompanied  the  Oreto  on  her  trial 
trips  and  on  her  departure.  In  April  last  the  southern  screw-steamer 
Annie  Childs,  which  had  run  the  blockade  out  of  Charleston,  and  the 
name  of  which  was  changed  at  this  port  to  the  Julia  Usher,  was  laden 
with  munitions  of  war,  consisting  of  a  large  quantity  of  powder,  rifled 
cannon,  &c.,  by  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  and  Co.,  for  the  southern  con- 
federacy, and  left  Liverpool  to  run  the  blockade  under  the  command  of 
a  Captain  Hammer,  and  having  on  board  several  of  the  crew  of  the 
privateer  Sumter,  to  which  I  have  before  referred.  Eor  some  unknown 
reason  this  vessel  came  back,  and  is  now  here.    Since  her  return  a  youth 
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named  Robinson,  who  had  gone  in  her  as  a  passenger,  has  stated  that 
the  guu-boat  building  at  Laird's  for  the  southern  confederacy  was  a  sub- 
ject of  frequent  conversation  among  the  officers  while  she  (Julia  Usher) 
was  out.  That  she,  the  gun-boat  was  all  the  tioie  spoken  of  as  a  confeder- 
ate vessel,  and  that  Captain  Bullock  was  to  command  her ;  that  the  money 
for  her  was  advanced  by  Eraser,  Trenholm  and  Co.;  that  she  was  not  to 
make  any  attempt  to  run  the  blockade,  but  go  at  once  as  a  privateer;  that 
she  was  to  mount  eleven  guns;  that  if  the  Julia  Usher  was  not  going, 
the  six  men  from  the  Sumter  who  were  on  board  the  Julia  Usher  were 
to  join  the  gun-boat.  This  youth,  being  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  was 
extremely  anxious  to  get  taken  on  board  the  gun-boat,  and  wished  the 
person  he  made  the  communication  to  to  assist  him,  and  see  Captain 
Bullock  on  his  behalf.  He  has,  I  understand,  been  since  removed  to  a 
school  in  London.  With  reference  to  his  statement,  I  may  observe  that 
Captain  Hammer  referred  to  is  a  South  Carolinian;  has  been  many  years 
in  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s  employ,  and  is  greatly  trusted  by  them,  and 
is  also  intimate  with  Captain  Bullock,  so  that  he  would  be  likely  to  be 
well  informed  on  the  subject;  and  as  he  had  no  notion  at  that  time  of 
returning  to  Liverpool,  he  would  have  no  hesitation  in  speaking  of  the 
matter  to  his  officers  and  the  persons  from  the  Sumter.  I  may  also  state 
that  Captain  Bullock  referred  to  is  in  Liverpool ;  that  he  is  an  officer  of 
the  confederate  navy;  that  he  was  sent  over  here  for  the  express  purpose 
of  fitting  out  privateers  and  sending  over  munitions  of  war;  that  he 
transacts  his  business  at  the  office  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. ;  that  he 
has  been  all  the  time  in  communication  with  Eawcett,  Preston  &  Co., 
who  fitted  out  the  Oreto,  and  with  Messrs.  Laird,  who  are  fitting  out  this 
vessel;  that  he  goes  almost  daily  on  board  the  gun-boat,  and  seems  to 
be  recognized  as  in  authority. 

A  Mr.  Blair,  of  Paradise  street,  in  this  town,  who  furnished  the  cabins 
of  the  Laird  gun-boat,  has  also  stated  that  all  the  fittings  and  furniture 
were  selected  by  Captain  Bullock,  and  were  subject  to  his  approval, 
although  paid  for  by  Mr.  Laird. 

The  information  on  which  I  have  formed  an  undoubting  conviction 
that  this  vessel  is  being  fitted  out  for  the  so-called  confederate  govern- 
ment, and  is  intended  to  cruise  against  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  has  come  to  me  from  a  variety  of  sources,  and  I  have  detailed  it 
to  you  as  far  as  practicable. 

I  have  given  you  the  names  of  persons  making  the  statements ;  but 
as  the  information,  in  most  cases,  is  given  to  me  by  persons  out  of 
friendly  regard  to  the  United  States,  in  strict  confidence,  I  cannot  fur- 
nish their  names ;  but  what  I  have  stated  is  of  such  a  character  that 
little  inquiry  will  confirm  its  truth.  Everything  about  the  vessel  shows 
her  to  be  a  war  vessel;  she  has  well-constructed  magazines;  she  has  a 
number  of  canisters  of  a  peculiar  and  expensive  construction  for  con- 
taining powder;  she  has  platforms  already  screwed  to  her  decks  for  the 
reception  of  swivel  guns.  Indeed,  the  fact  that  slie  is  a  war  vessel  is 
not  denied;  it  is  admitted  by  Messrs.  Laird,  but  they  state  she  is  for  the 
Spanish  government.  This  they  stated  on  the  3d  of  April  last,  when 
G-eneral  Burgoyne  visited  their  yard,  and  was  shown  over  it  and  the  ves- 
sels being  built  there  by  Mr.  John  Laird,  jun.,  and  Mr.  Henry  H.  Laird,  as 
was  fully  reported  in  the  papers  at  the  time.  Seeing  the  statement,  and 
having  been  already  informed  from  so  many  respectable  sources  that  she 
was  for  the  so-called  confederate  government,  I  at  once  wrote  to  the 
minister  in  London  to  ascertain  from  the  Spanish  embassy  whether  the 
statement  was  true.  The  reply  was  a  positive  assurance  that  she  was 
not  for  the  Spanish  government.    I  am  therefore  authorized  in  saying 
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that  what  was  stated  on  that  occasion,  as  well  as  statements  since  put 
that  she  is  intended  for  the  Spanish  government,  are  untrue. 

The  information  satisfies  me  beyond  a  doubt  that  she  is  intended  for 
a  confederate  war  vessel. 

If  you  desire  any  personal  explanation  or  information,  I  shall  be  happy 
to  attend  you  whenever  you  may  request  it. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
S.  Peice  Edwards,  Esq., 

Collector  of  Customs,  Liverpool. 


[B.  B.  B.  "Alabama,"  1863,  p.  4.] 

Mr.  Edwards  to  Mr.  Dudley. 

CUSTOM-HOTJSE, 

Liverpool,  July  10,  1862. 
Snt :  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  yes- 
terday's date,  (received  this  morning,)  and  to  acquaint  you  that  1  shall 
immediately  submit  the  same  for  the  consideration  and  direction  of  the 
board  of  customs,  under  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  serve*.  I  may  ob- 
serve, however,  that  I  am  resijectfully  of  opinion  that  the  statement 
made  by  you  is  not  such  as  could  be  acted  upon  by  the  oflScers  of  this 
revenue,  unless  legally  substantiated  by  evidence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  PEIOE  EDWARDS,  Collector. 
The  Consul  foe  the  United  States  of  Ambeica. 


[B.  B.  B.  "Alabama,"  1863,  p.  2.] 

No.  1151. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  collector,  Liverpool,  to  the  commissioners  of  cus- 
toms. 

CusTOM-HousE,  Liverpool,  July  10,  1862. 
Honorable  Sirs:  I  have  this  morning  received  the  inclosed  commu- 
nication from  the  American  consul,  Mr.  Dudley,  which  I  respectfully 
submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  board.  I  annex  the  copy  of  my  letter 
to  the  consul  acknowledging  his  communication,  and  I  beg  a  reference 
to  the  inclosed  report  of  this  day's  date,  from  Mr.  Morgan,  the  surveyor, 
showing  the  state  which  the  vessel  is  now  in ;  if  she  is  for  the  confeder- 
ate service,  the  builders  and  parties  interested  are  not  likely  to  commit 
themselves  by  any  act  which  would  subject  them  to  the  penal  provisions 
of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

S.  PEIOE  EDWAEDS, 
25  A  c— vr 
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Copy  of  surveyor's  report  referred  to. 

Sukveyoe's  Office,  July  10,  1862. 
Sir  :   I  beg  to  report  that,  agreeably  with  your  directions,  I  have  this 
day  inspected  the  steamer  lying  at  the  building  yard  of  the  Messrs.  Laird, 
at  Birkenhead,  and  find  that  she  is  in  the  same  state,  as  regards  her 
armament,  as  on  the  date  of  my  former  report . 

She  has  no  guns  or  carriages  on  board,  nor  are  her  platforms  fitted  to 
the  deck. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  MOEGAK. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  3.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  you  a  copy*  of  the  communication  received  from  the 
collector  of  customs  at  this  port,  in  reply  to  the  one  by  me  addressed 
to  him  on  the  9th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  you  by  mail  yes- 
terday. 

The  collector  seems  disposed  to  hold  our  Government  to  as  strict  a 
rule  as  if  we  were  in  a  court  of  justice.  We  are  required  to  furnish  legal 
evidence,  (I  take  it  this  is  his  meaning,  though  it  is  involved  in  some 
obscurity,)  that  is,  that  the  onus  is  upon  us  to  prove  and  establish  by 
legal  evidence  that  this  vessel  is  intended  as  a  privateer.  If  this  is  to 
be  taken  as  the  answer  of  the  government,  it  is  hardly  worth  spending 
our  time  in  making  further  application  to  them.  They  show  that  their 
neutrality  is  a  mere  pretense,  and  that  the  United  States  cannot  expect 
anything  like  impartiality  and  fairness  at  their  hands. 

When  the  United  States  Government,  through  its  acknowledged  repre- 
sentatives, say  to  the  British  government  that  it  is  satisfied  that  a 
particular  vessel,  which  is  being  built  at  a  certain  place  in  the  kingdom 
by  certain  parties  who  are  their  own  subjects,  is  intended  as  a  privateer  for 
the  rebel  government,  it  is  the  duty  of  that  government  to  call  up  the 
parties  who  are  fitting  out  the  vessel,  tell  them  wlia.t  the  charge  is,  and 
require  them  to  state  for  whom  and  what  purpose  she  is  being  built, 
and  if  the  charge  is  admitted  or  shown  to  be  true,  to  stop  her  sailing. 
Our  Government  has  a  right,  it  seems  to  me,  not  only  to  expect  but  to 
require  this  much  of  another  friendly  government.  And  if  there  was 
any  disposition  to  do  right  and  act  honestly,  this  much  at  least  would 
be  accorded.  I  inclose  a  description  of  the  inside  of  this  vessel. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister, 

*  See  ante,  p.  385. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

^0.  89.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir:  Inclosed,  marked  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  find  a  copy  of  the  communi- 
cation by  me  addressed  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  this  port,  relative 
to  the  gun-boat  now  being  built  by  the  Messrs.  Lairds  for  the  rebel  gov- 
ernment, a  copy  of  the  most  extraordinary  answer  of  the  collector,  and 
a  copy  of  a  note  sent  to  Minister  Adams  upon  the  receipt  of  this  answer, 
inclosing  him  a  copy  thereof.  The  papers  explain  themselves,  and  do  not 
require  further  remark  by  me. 

Eichard  Brougan,  a  shipwright,  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Messrs. 
Lairds,  states  that  on  the  day  this  vessel  was  laiunched  Captain  Bullock 
and  wife,  with  a  number  of  American  gentlemen,  were  there ;  he  says 
Captain  Bullock  is  at  the  yard  and  on  the  vessel  every  day,  and  gives 
orders  to  the  men  and  seems  to  have  command  or  at  least  charge  of  the 
vessel,  and  thinks  he  owns  her,  or  at  least  that  she  is  being  Ijuilt  for 
him.  He  says  Bullock  represents  himself  as  a  commissioner  for  the 
Southern  States,  and  that  this  vessel  is  a  privateer,  the  same  as  the 
Oreto,  and  that  she  and  the  Oreto  are  to  cruise  together  on  the  Ameri- 
can coast  for  the  confederate  government.  A  man  by  the  name  of 
Butcher  is  to  go  out  nominally  as  her  captain.  This  man  as  captain  is 
now  shipping  the  crew,  and  applied  to  Brougan  to  go  out  as  carpenter. 
A  man  by  the  name  of  Barnett  is  the  acting  shipping  master.  Her  stores 
are  all  on  board.  It  is  now  stated  that  her  armament  will  consist  of 
twelve  thirty-two-pounders  and  three  large  swivel  guns. 

I  understand  if  she  succeeds  in  getting  out,  that  it  is  her  intention  to 
capture  some  of  the  California  steamers  on  their  road  to  New  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B. — This  vessel  (the  gun-boat)  has  not  yet  been  named.  Her  num- 
ber is  290. 

[Inclosure  IS'os.  1,  2,  and  3  are  printed  ante,  pp.  383,  385,  and  386.J 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  90.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  12, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  learned  a  few  more  particulars  this  morning  about  Lairds' 
gun-boat  No.  290.  Captain  Butcher,  who  is  now  acting  as  the  captain, 
and  will  continue  in  that  capacity  until  after  they  clear,  is  a  British  sub- 
ject, and  was,  if  he  is  not  now,  second  officer  on  one  of  the  Cunard  line 
of  steamships,  which  ply  between  Liverpool  and  the  United  States. 
He  has  been  in  the  service  of  this  company  for  a  number  of  years ;  has 
been  second  officer  on  the  Africa  and  Arabia,  and  is  well  known  in  New 
York.  Barnett,  who  is  shipping  the  crew,  I  am  informed,  is  also  in  the 
employ  of  this  company.    After  they  get  out  to  sea  Butcher  will  turn 


388  INSURGENT    CRUISERS. 

over  the  command  of  the  ship  to  Captain  Bullock  and  take  his  place  as 
second  in  command.  This  is  the  present  programme.  I  have  procured 
the  dimensions  of  the  vessel. 

With  high  regard,  1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Opinion  of  B.  P.  Collier. 

The  accompanying  copy  of  a  statement*  submitted  by  the  American 
consul  in  Liverpool  to  Her  Majesty's  collector  of  customs  there,  will  fur- 
nish all  the  information  which  has  at  present  been  obtained  relative  to 
the  fitting  out  of  a  vessel  intended  to  be  used  as  a  privateer  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  It  is  believed  that  the  ves- 
sel is  now  very  nearly  ready. 

The  American  Government  are  desirous  of  taking  immediate  steps, 
under  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  59  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  69,  to  seize  the  ship 
and  get  her  condemned. 

Mr.  Collier,  Queen's  counsel,  is  requested  to  advise  as  to  the  proper 
course  of  proceeding  under  the  circumstances. 

"  Western  Circuit,  Winchester,  July  16,  1862. 

"  I  think  the  evidence  almost  conclusive  that  the  vessel  in  question  is 
being  fitted  out  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  as  a  privateer  for  the  use  of  the 
confederate  government,  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  for- 
eign enlistment  act,  59  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  69. 

"As  the  matter  is  represented  to  me  to  be  urgent,  I  advise  that  the 
principal  officer  of  the  customs  at  Liverpool  be  immediately  applied  to, 
under  59  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  69,  to  exercise  the  powers  conferred  uj)on  him 
by  that  section  to  seize  the  vessel,  with  a  view  to  her  condemnation,  an 
indemnity  being  given  to  him  if  he  requires  it.  It  would  be  proper,  at 
the  same  time,  to  lay  a  statement  of  the  fact  before  the  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs,  coupled  with  a  request  that  Her  Majesty's-  govern- 
ment would  direct  the  vessel  to  be  seized,  or  ratify  her  seizure  if  it  has 
been  made. 

"  If  the  matter  were  not  urgent,  I  should  advise  no  other  steps  being 
taken  until  it  was  known  whether  or  not  the  government  thought  fit  to 
interfere ;  but  inasmuch  as  the  government  might  not  unreasonably 
take  some  little  time  to  determine  what  course  to  pursue,  during  which 
time  the  vessel  might  escape,  I  advise  the  more  prompt  remedy. 

"  E.  P.  COLLIEE." 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 


No.  93. j"  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  18,  1862. 
Sir  :  Inclosed,  marked  No.  1,  find  copy  of  letter  from  Mr.  Edwards, 
collector  of  the  port,  in  reference  to  the  gun-boat  No.  290.   You  will  see 
by  this  that  they  do  not  deem  the  evidence  sufiicient.    I  infer  from  this 

*  See  ante,  p.  383. 
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answer  that  the  government  declines  to  take  any  steps  to  prevent  her 
sailing. 

Our  minister  at  London,  in  a  lettfer  dated  yesterday,  received  this  morn- 
ing, directs  me  to  employ  a  solicitor,  and  get  up  affidavits  to  lay  before 
the  collector,  in  compliance  with  act  of  Parliament  59  George  III,  c.  69. 

I  have  retained  Mr.  Squarey  of  Liverpool,  a  man  of  ability  in  his 
profession.  He  has  taken  hold  of  the  case  with  energy,  and  I  entertain 
some  hopes  that  we  shall  succeed  in  preventing  the  gun-boat  from  sailing. 
I  have  directed  him  to  work  up  and  prosecute  the  case  without  regard 
to  expense.  He  is  reputed  to  be  a  man  of  honor  as  well  as  ability.  I 
hope  my  action  in  this  matter  will  be  approved  by  the  Department.  The 
great  difficulty  we  have  is  to  get  direct  evidence.  Mr.  Squarey  thinks 
we  shall  be  able  to  procure  enough  to  hold  her. 

Since  my  communication  No.  90  she  has  been  in  what  is  known  as  the 
great  float  at  Birkenhead,  and  taken  in  about  five  hundred  tons  of  coal. 
Her.  provisions  are  all  on  board. 

With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Edwards  to  Mr.  Dudley. 

Ctjstom-Hotjse, 

Liverpool,  July  16,  1862. 
SiE  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  acknowledging 
your  communication  of  the  9th,  relative  to  the  vessel  built  by  Messrs. 
Laird,  of  Birkenhead,  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  I  am  directed  by  the 
commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  customs  to  apprise  you  that  their  soli- 
citor informs  them  that  the  details  given  by  you  in  regard  to  the  said  ves- 
sel are  not  sufficient,  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  to  justify  me  in  taking 
upon  myself  the  responsibility  of  the  detention  of  this  ship.  ' 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  PEIOE  EDWAEDS,  Collector. 
T.  H.  Dtjdley,  Esq.,  c&c,  &c. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Commissioners  of  Customs  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

No.  345.]  Custom-House, 

London,  July  15,  1862. 
Sir  :  Having  considered  your  report  of  the  10th  instant,  No.  1151,  in- 
closing a  communication  which  you  had  received  from  Mr.  T.  Hf  Dudley, 
American  consul  at  Liverpool,  apprising  you  of  certain  circumstances 
relative  to  a  vessel  which  he  states  is  now  being  fitted  out  by  Messrs. 
Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  as  a  gun-boat  for  the  so-called  confederate  gov- 
ernment of  the  Southern  States  of  America,  and  intended  to  be  used  as 
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a  privateer  against  the  United  States,  and  having  communicated  with 
our  solicitor  on  the  subject,  we  acquaint  you  that  there  does  not  appear  to 
be  prima  facie  proof  sufQcient  in  the  statement  of  the  consul  to  justify 
the  seizure  of  the  vessel,  and  you  are  to  apprise  the  consul  accordingly. 

FEBDERIGK  GOULBUEN. 

E.  W.  GEEY. 


3Ir.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  94.]  Liverpool  Consulate, 

London,  July  22,  1862, 

Sir  :  In  my  dispatch  No.  93  I  mentioned  the  fact  that  the  authorities 
in  this  country  had  refused  to  interfere  and  prevent  the  sailing  of  the 
gun-boat  or  steam  frigate  No.  290,  built  by  the  Messrs.  Lairds,  at  this 
port,  (Liverpool,)  as  a  privateer  for  the  rebel  government,  and  that  I  had 
employed  Mr.  Squarey,  of  IJverpool,  to  institute  legal  proceedings,  under 
the  act  of  Parliament,  to  stop  her  if  possible.  The  difficulty  we  have 
had  to  contend  with  was  to  get  direct  proof.  There  were  men  enough 
who  knew  about  her,  and  who  understood  her  character,  but  they  were 
not  willing  to  testify,  and  in  a  preliminary  proceeding  like  this  it  was 
impossible  to  obtain  process  to  compel  them.  Indeed,  no  one  in  a  hostile 
community,  like  Liverpool,  where  the  feeling  and  sentiment  are  against 
us,  would  be  a  willing  witness,  especially  if  he  resided  thei'e,  and  was  in 
any  way  dependent  upon  the  i)eople  of  that  place  for  a  livelihood.  We 
have,  however,  succeeded  in  getting  two  of  the  men  from  the  vessel,  who 
were  employed  by  Captain  Butcher  to  go  out  in  her.  Their  evidence  is 
direct  and  positive  that  the  vessel  is  a  privateer,  built  as  such  for  the 
confederate  government,  and  is  to  go  out  of  this  port  (Liverpool)  to  make 
war  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Captain  Butcher,  her 
captain,  who  is  now  in  command  of  the  vessel,  told  these  men  so,  and 
employed  them  to  go  as  a  part  of  the  crew.  They  have  been  on  the 
vessel  as  a  part  of  the  crew  under  this  captain.  This  evidence,  with 
some  two  or  three  other  affidavits,  was  laid  before  the  collector  of  the 
port  yesterday  afternoon,  and  I  think,  notwithstanding  his  sympathy 
for  the  rebels  and  his  indisposition  to  do  anything  against  them,  it  is 
too  strong  and  conclusive  for  him  to  refuse  our  application.  He  gave 
us  no  answer ;  merely  stated  that  he  would  submit  it  to  the  commissioners 
under  whom  he  acts.  I  am  now  in  London,  having  come  up  last  night, 
accompanied  by  my  solicitor,  with  copies  of  the  affidavits  for  Mr.  Adams 
to  lay  before  the  foreign  office,  and  to  confer  with  him  as  to  further  pro- 
ceedings to  arrest  this  vessel.  By  his  direction  we  had  a  conference 
with  Mr.  Collier,  a  barrister  of  London,  this  morning.  He  advises  that 
it  will  be  necessary  to  take  steps  to  have  her  condemned,  even  if  the 
collector  should  decide  in  our  favor.  I  think  we  shall  stop  her ;  that 
the  ease  is  so  bald  they  will  not  dare  to  let  her  go. 
I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Deposition  of  Thomas  K.  Dudley. 

SIX  DEPOSITIONS   SUBMITTED   TO   COLLEOTOK  EDWARDS. 

I,  Thomas  H.  Dudley,  of  No.  3  Wellesley  Terrace,  Princess  Park,  ia 
the  borough  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  esquire,  being  one 
of  the  people  called  quakers,  affirm  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  I  am  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  port 
of  Liverpool  and  its  dependencies. 

2.  In  the  month  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-one,  information  was  sent  by  the  United  States  Government  to 
the  United  States  consulate  at  Liverpool  that  a  Mr.  J.  D.  Bullock, 
of  Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  who  was  formerly  the  master  of 
an  American  steamer  called  the  Oatawba,  was  reported  to  have  left  the 
United  States  for  England,  taking  with  him  a  credit  for  a  large  sum  of 
money,  to  be  employed  in  fitting  out  privateers,  and  also  several  com- 
missions issued  by  the  southern  Confederate  States  for  such  privateers  ; 
and  in  the  month  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one, 
information  was  sent  by  the  United  States  Government  to  the  United 
States  consulate  at  Liverpool,  that  the  said  Captain  Bullock  was  then 
residing  near  Liverpool,  and  acting  as  the  agent  of  the  said  Confederate 
States  in  Liverpool  and  London. 

3.  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  steps  have  been  taken  to  obtain  information  as  to 
the  proceedings  and  movements  of  the  said  J.  D.  Bullock,  and  I  have 
ascertained  the  following  circumstances,  all  of  which  I  verily  believe  to 
be  true,  namely :  That  the  said  J.  D.  Bullock  is  in  constant  communi- 
cation with  parties  in  Liverpool  who  are  known  to  be  connected  with, 
and  acting  for,  the  parties  who  have  assumed  the  government  of  the 
Confederate  States ;  that  the  said  J.  D.  Bullock,  after  remaining  for 
some  time  in  England,  left  the  country,  and  after  an  absence  of  several 
weeks,  returned  to  Liverpool  in  Ihe  month  of  March  last  from  Charles- 
ton, in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  one  of  the  seceded  States,  in  a  screw- 
steamer  then  called  the  Annie  Childs,  which  had  broken  the  blockade  of  the 
port  of  Charleston,  then  and  now  maintained  by  the  United  States  Navy, 
and  which  vessel,  the  Annie  Childs,  carried  the  flag  of  the  Confederate 
States  as  she  came  up  the  Mersey ;  that  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  said 
J.  D.  Bullock  at  Liverpool  in  the  Annie  Childs,  as  above  mentioned,  he 
again  sailed  from  Liverpool  in  a  new  gun-boat  called  the  Oreto,  built  at 
Liverpool  by  Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  shiiJ-builders,  and  completed 
in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year,  and  which  gun-boat,  the  Oreto, 
though  she  cleared  fi-om  Liverpool  for  Palermo  and  Jamaica,  in  reality 
never  went  to  those  places,  but  proceeded  to  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
to  take  on  board  guns  and  arms,  with  a  view  to  her  being  used  as  a 
privateer  or  vessel  of  war,  under  a  commission  from  the  so-called  con- 
federate government,  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  which  said  vessel,  the  Oreto,  is  stated  to  have  been  lately  seized  at 
Nassau  by  the  commander  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Greyhound ;  that  the 
said  J.  D.BuUock  has  since  returned  again  to  Liverpool,  and  that  before 
he  left  Liverpool,  and  since  he  returned,  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
superinteriding  the  building,  equipment,  and  fitting  out  of  another  steam 
gunboat,  known  as  No.  290,  which  has  lately  been  launched  by  Messrs. 
Laird  &  Co.,  of  Birkenhead,  and  which  is  now  lying,  as  I  am  informed 
and  believe,  ready  for  sea  in  the  Birkenhead  Docks,  with  a  large  quan- 
tity of  provisions  and  stores  and  thirty  men  on  board ;  that  the  said  J. 
D.Bullock  is  going  out  in  the  said  gunboat  No.  290,  which  is  nomi- 
nally commanded  by  one  Matthew  J.  Butcher,  who,  I  am  informed,  is 
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well  acquainted  with  the  navigation  of  the  American  coast,  having 
formerly  been  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  between  I^Tew  York, 
Charleston,  and  IJfassau. 

4.  From  the  circumstances  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  I 
verily  believe  that  the  said  gunboat,  No.  290,  is  being  equipped  and 
fitted  out  as  a  privateer  or  vessel  of  war,  to  serve  under  a  commission 
to  be  issued  by  the  government  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  and 
that  the  said  vessel  will  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  said  Confed- 
erate States  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  Government 
and  people  of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

T.  H.  DUDLEY. 

Affirmed  and  take  before  me,  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  this 
21st  day  of  July,  1862. 

S.  P.  EDWAEDS, 

Collector. 


Deposition  of  Mattheio  Maguire. 

I,  Matthew  Maguire,  of  Liverpool,  agent,  make  oath  and  say  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  I  know  Captain  J.  D.  Bullock,  who  is  commonly  reputed  to  be  the 
agent  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  at  Liverpool. 

2.  I  have  seen  the  said  J.  D.  Bullock  several  times  at  the  yard  of 
Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  where  a  gun-boat  known  as  No.  290 
has  lately  been  built,  whilst  the  building  of  the  said  vessel  has  been 
going  on. 

3.  On  the  2d  day  of  July  now  instant  I  saw  the  said  J.  D.  Bullock  on 
board  the  said  vessel  in  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s  yard.  He  appeared  to  be 
giving  orders  to  the  workmen  who  were  employed  about  such  vessel. 

MATTHEW  MAGUIEE. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  21st  July,  1862. 

S.  P  EDWAEDS, 

Collector. 


Deposition  of  Allen  Stanley  Clare. 

I,  Allen  Stanley  Clare,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  arti- 
cled clerk,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

Ou  the  21st  day  of  July  now  instant  I  examined  the  book  at  the  Birk- 
enhead dockmaster's  offlce  at  Birkenhead,  containing  a  list  of  all  vessels 
which  enter  the  Birkenhead  Docks,  and  I  found  in  such  book  an  entry 
of  a  vessel  described  as  "  Number  Two  Hundred  and  Ninety,"  and  from 
the  entries  in  the  said  book  in  reference  to  such  vessel,  it  appears  that 
she  is  a  screw-steamer,  and  that  her  registered  tonnage  is  five  hundred 
tons,  and  that  Matthew  J.  Butcher  is  her  master. 

A.  S.  CLAEE. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  21st  July,  1862 

S.P  EDWAEDS, 

Collector. 
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Deposition  of  John  de  Costa. 

I,  John  de  Costa,  of  Ifo.  8  Waterloo  Eoad,  Liverpool,  shipping-master, 
make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  I  know  and  have  for  several  months  known  by  sight  Captain  Bul- 
lock, who  is  very  generally  known  in  Liverpool  as  an  agent  or  commis- 
sioner of  the  Confederate  States  in  America. 

2.  In  the  mouth  of  March  last  I  saw  the  screw-steamer  Annie  Childs, 
which  had  run  the  blockade  from  Charleston,  enter  the  river  Mersey. 
She  came  up  the  Mersey  with  the  confederate  flag  flyiug  at  her  peak,  and 
I  saw  the  Oreto,  a  new  gun-boat  which  had  been  recently  built  by  Messrs. 
W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  and  which  was  then  lying  at  anchor  in  the  river  off 
Egremont,  dip  her  colors  three  times  in  acknowledgment  of  the  Annie 
Childs,  which  vessel  returned  the  compliment,  and  a  boat  was  immedi- 
ately afterwards  dispatched  from  the  Annie  Childs  to  the  Oreto,  with 
several  persons  on  board  besides  the  men  who  were  at  the  oars. 

3.  On  the  22d  day  of  March  last  I  was  on  the  North  Landing  stage, 
between  seven  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  saw  the  said  Captain 
Bullock  go  on  board  a  tender  which  afterward  took  him  off  to  the  said 
gun-boat  Oreto,  which  was  then  lying  in  the  Sloyne.  Just  before  he  got 
on  board  the  tender  he  shook  hands  with  a  gentleman  who  was  with 
him,  and  said  to  him,  "  This  day  six  weeks  you  will  get  a  letter  from  me 
from  Charleston,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 

4.  On  the  same  day,  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  as  well  as  I 
can  remember,  I  saw  the  Oreto  go  to  sea.  She  came  well  in  on  the 
Liverpool  side  of  the  river,  and  from  the  Prince's  pier-head,  where  1  was 
standing,  I  distinctly  saw  the  said  Captain  Bullock  on  board  her  with 
a  person  who  had  been  previously  pointed  out  to  me,  by  a  fireman  who 
came  to  Liverpool  in  the  Annie  Childs,  as  a  Charleston  pilot,  who  had 
come  over  in  the  Annie  Childs  with  Captain  Bullock,  to  take  the  gun- 
boat out. 

JOHN  DE  COSTA. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  2l8t  July,  1862. 

S.  P.EDWAEDS, 

Collector. 


Depositions  of  Henry  Wilding  and  Mattheiv  Maguire. 

We,  Henry  Wilding,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  gentle- 
man, and  Matthew  Maguire,  of  Liverpool  aforesaid,  agent,  make  oath 
and  say  as  follows : 

1.  I,  the  said  Matthew  Maguire,  for  myself  say  that,  on  the  15th  day 
of  July  now  instant,  I  took  Richard  Brogan,  who  I  know  to  be  an  appren- 
tice working  in  the  ship-building  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birk- 
enhead, to  the  above-named  deponent,  Henry  Wilding,  at  his  residence 
at  New  Brighton. 

2.  And  I,  the  said  Henry  Wilding,  for  myself  say  as  follows :  I  am  the 
vice-consul  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  at  Liverpool. 

3.  On  the  15th  day  of  July  now  instant,  I  saw  the  said  Richard  Brogan, 
and  examined  him  in  reference  to  a  gun-boat  which  I  had  heard  was  being 
built  by  the  said  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.  for  the  so-called  confederate  govern- 
ment ;  and  the  said  Eichard  Brogan  then  informed  me  that  the  said  vessel 
was  built  to  carry  four  guns  on  each  side,  and  four  swivel  guns ;  that 
Captain  Bullock  had  at  one  time,  when  the  vessel  was  in  progress,  come 
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to  the  yard  almost  every  day  to  select  the  timber  to  be  used  for  the  vessel ; 
that  the  said  Captain  Bullock  was  to  be  the  captain  of  the  said  vessel, 
and  that  the  said  Captain  Bullock  had  asked  the  said  Richard  Brogan  to  go 
as  carpenter's  mate  in  the  said  vessel  for  three  years,  which  the  said  Rich- 
ard Brogan  had  declined  to  do,  because  Mr.  Laird,  who  was  present  at 
the  time,  would  not  guarantee  his  wages  ;  that  the  said  vessel  was  to  carry 
one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  and  that  thirty  able  seamen  were  already 
engaged  for  her ;  that  the  petty  officers  for  the  said  vessel  were  to  be 
engaged  for  three  years,  and  the  seamen  for  live  months ;  that  the  said 
vessel  was  then  at  the  end  of  the  new  warehouses  in  the  Birkenhead 
docks,  and  that  it  was  understood  she  was  to  take  her  guns  on  board  at 
Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s  shed  further  up  the  dock ;  and  that  it  was  gener- 
ally understood  by  the  men  in  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s  yard  that  the  said 
vessel  was  being  built  for  the  confederate  government. 

4.  The  vessel  above  mentioned  is  the  same  which  is  now  known  as 
No.  290,  and  I  verily  believe  that  the  said  vessel  is  in  fact  intended  to 
be  used  as  a  privateer,  or  vessel  of  war,  under  a  commission  from  the 
so-called  confederate  government,  against  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. 

HE:!SrRT  WILDING. 

MATTHEW  MAGUIRE. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  21st  July,  1862. 

S.  P.  EDWARDS, 

Collector. 


Deposition  of  William  Passmore. 

I,  William  Passmore,  of  Birkenhead,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  mariner, 
make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  I  am  a  seaman,  and  have  served  as  such  on  board  Her  Majesty's 
ship  Terrible  during  the  Crimean  war. 

2.  Having  been  informed  that  hands  were  wanted  for  a  fighting  ves- 
sel built  by  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  of  Birkenhead,  I  applied  on  Saturday, 
which  was,  I  believe,  the  21st  day  of  June  last,  to  Captain  Butcher, 
who,  I  was  informed,  was  engaging  men  for  the  said  vessel,  for  a  berth 
on  board  her. 

3.  Captain  Batcher  asked  me  if  I  knew  where  the  vessel  was  going. 
In  reply  to  which  I  told  him  I  did  not  rightly  understand  about  it.  He 
then  told  me  the  vessel  was  going  out  to  the  government  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America.  I  asked  him  if  there  would  be  any  fighting ; 
to  which  he  replied,  yes ;  they  are  going  to  fl^ht  for  the  southern 
government.  I  told  him  I  had  been  used  to  fighting  vessels,  and  showed 
him  my  papers.  I  asked  him  to  make  me  signal  man  on  board  the  ves- 
sel ;  and  in  reply,  he  said  that  no  articles  would  be  signed  until  the  ves- 
sel got  outside,  but  he  would  make  me  signal  man  if  he  required  one 
when  they  got  outside. 

4.  The  said  Captain  Butcher  then  engaged  me  as  an  able  seaman  on 
board  the  said  vessel  at  the  wages  of  £4  10s.  per  month ;  and  it  was 
arranged  that  I  should  join  the  ship  in  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s  yard  on  the 
following  Monday.  To  enable  me  to  get  on  board,  Captain  Butcher 
gave  me  as  a  password  the  number  "  290." 

5.  On  the  following  Monday,  which  was  I  believe  the  23d  day  of  June 
last,  1  joined  the  said  vessel  in  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s  yard  at  Birken- 
head, and  I  remained  by  her  until  Saturday  last. 
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6.  The  said  vessel  is  a  screw-steamer  of  about  eleven  hundred  tons 
burden,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  and  is  built  and  fitted  up  as  a  flghtiug 
ship  in  all  respects.  She  has  a  magazine,  and  shot  and  canister  racks 
on  deck,  and  is  pierced  for  guns,  the  socket  for  the  bolts  for  which  are 
laid  down.  The  said  vessel  has  a  large  quantity  of  stores  and  provisions 
on  board,  and  she  is  now  lying  at  the  Victoria  wharf,  in  the  great  float 
at  Birkenhead,  where  she  has  taken  in  about  three  hundred  tons  of  coal. 

7.  There  are  now  about  thirty  hands  on  board  her,  who  have  been 
engaged  to  go  out  in  her.  Most  of  them  are  men  who  have  previously 
served  on  board  fighting  ships,  and  one  of  them  is  a  man  who  served  on 
board  the  confederate  steamer  Sumter.  It  is  well  known  by  the  hands 
on  board  that  the  vessel  is  going  out  as  a  privateer  for  the  confederate 
government,  to  act  against  the  United  States,  under  a  commission  from 
Mr.  Jefferson  Davis.  Three  of  the  crew  are,  I  believe,  engineers,  and 
there  are  also  some  firemen  on  board. 

8.  Captain  Butcher  and  another  gentleman  have  been  on  board  the 
ship  almost  every  day-  It  is  reported  on  board  the  ship  that  Captain 
Butcher  is  to  be  the  sailing  master,  and  that  the  other  gentleman,  whose 
name  I  believe  is  Bullock,  is  to  be  the  fighting  captain. 

9.  To  the  best  of  my  information  and  belief,  the  above-mentioned 
vessel,  which  I  have  heard  is  to  be  called  the  Florida,  is  being  equipped 
and  fitted  out  in  order  that  she  may  be  employed  in  the  service 
of  the  confederate  government  in  America,  to  cruise  and  commit  hos- 
tilities against  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of 

WILLIAM  PASSMOEE, 

Sworn  before  me,  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  this  21st  day  of 
July,  1862. 

S.  P.  EDWAEDS,  Collector. 

[The  above  affidavits  were  made  before  and  submitted  to  the  collector 
of  customs  at  Liverpool,  on  21st  day  of  July,  1862,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Earl  Eussell,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  of  July  4, 1862,  by  the  attorney 
of  the  United  States  consul,  A.  P.  Squarey,  esq.,  who  read  the  portions 
of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  applicable  to  said  case  to  the  collector,  and 
requested  him  to  detain  the  vessel.  The  collector  replied  that  he  should 
refer  the  matter  to  the  board  of  customs  at  London.] 


Letter  from  the  Collector  of  Customs,  Liverpool,  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Custonls,  dated  Liverpool,  21st  July,  1862. 

No.  1200.] 

Honorable  Sirs  :  The  United  States  consul,  accompanied  by  his  so- 
licitor, Mr.  Squarey,  has  just  been  here  with  the  witnesses,  whose  afii- 
davits  are  inclosed,*  requesting  me  to  seize  the  gun-boat  alluded  to  in 
your  honor's  order  of  the  15th  instant,  No.  345,  upon  the  evidence  ad- 
duced by  him  that  the  gun-boat  has  been  fitted  out  by  Messrs.  Laird,  of 
Birkenhead,  for  the  confederate  government  of  the  Southern  States. 

The  only  evidence  of  importance,  as  appears  to  me,  is  that  of  William 
Passmore,  who  had  engaged  himself  as  a  sailor  to  serve  in  the  vessel. 

I  shall  feel  obliged  by  the  board  being  pleased  to  instruct  me,  by  tele- 


'  See  six  affidavits  immediately  preceding. 
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graph,  how  I  am  to  act,  as  the  ship  appears  to  be  ready  for  sea,  and  may 
leave  any  hour  she  pleases. 
EespectfuUv, 

S.  PRICE  EDWAEDS. 

Nothing  has  been  done  to  her  since  my  former  representation,  nor  has 
anything,  besides  coals,  been  placed  in  her. 

S.  P.  B. 


Letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  to  the  Collector  of  Customs, 
Liverpool,  dated  London,  22d  July,  1862. 

No.  353.] 

Sir  :  Having  considered  your  report  of  the  21st  instant,  No.  1200, 
stating,  with  reference  to  previous  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
on  the  subject  of  a  gun-boat  which  is  being  fitted  out  by  Messrs.  Laird, 
of  Birkenhead,  that  the  United  States  consul,  accompanied  by  his  soli- 
citor, has  attended  at  the  custom-house  with  certain  witnesses,  whose 
affidavits  you  have  taken  and  have  submitted  for  our  consideration,  and 
has  requested  that  the  vessel  may  be  seized,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act,  upon  the  ground  that  the  evidence  adduced  affords 
proof  that  she  is  being  fitted  out  for  the  government  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  we  acquaint  you  that  we  have  communicated  with 
our  solicitor  on  the  subject,  who  has  advised  us  that  the  evidence  sub- 
mitted is  not  sufficient  to  justify  any  steps  being  taken  against  the  ves- 
sel under  either  the  6th  or  7th  section  of  act  59  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  69,  and 
you  are  to  govern  yourself  accordingly. 

The  solicitor  has,  however,  stated  that  if  there  should  be  suf&cient 
evidence  to  satisfy  a  court  of  enlistment  of  individuals,  they  would  be 
liable  to  pecuniary  penalties,  for  security  of  wliich,  if  recovered,  this 
department  might  detain  the  ship  until  those  penalties  are  satisfied,  or 
good  bail  given,  but  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  to  require  the  cus- 
toms to  prosecute ;  it  is,  however,  competent  for  the  United  States  con- 
sul, or  any  other  person,  to  do  so,  at  their  own  risk,  if  they  see  fit. 

T.  E.  FEBMANTLE. 
G.  C.  L,  BEEKELBY. 


Mr.  Edwards  to  Mr.  Squarey. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE, 

Liverpool,  July  23,  1862. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  communication  of  the  21st  instant,  on 
the  subject  of  a  gun-boat  which  is  being  fitted  out  by  Messrs.  Laird,  of 
Birkenhead,  and  requesting  that  the  ship  might  be  seized  under  the 
foreign  enlistment  act,  upon  the  ground  that  the  evidence  adduced 
affords  proof  that  she  has  been  fitted  out  for  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  I  have  it  in  command  to  acquaint  you  that  the  board  have 
communicated  with  their  solicitor  on  the  subject,  who  has  advised  them 
that  the  evidence  submitted  is  not  suf&cient  to  justify  any  steps  being 
taken  against  the  vessel  under  either  the  sixth  or  seventh  section  of  the 
act  59  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  69. 
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It  is,  however,  considered  to  be  competent  for  the  United  States  con- 
sul to  act  at  his  own  risk  if  he  should  think  fit. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  PRICE  EDWAEDS. 
A.  P.  Squabby,  Esq. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  22,  1862. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  six  depositions* 
taken  at  Liverpool,  tending  to  establish  the  character  and  destination 
of  the  vessel  to  which  I  called  your  lordship's  attention  in  my  note  of 
the  23d  of  June  last.  The  originals  of  these  papers  have  already  been 
submitted  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  that  port,  in  accordance 
with  the  suggestions  made  in  your  lordship's  note  to  me  of  the  ith  of 
July,  as  the  basis  of  an  application  to  him  to  act  under  the  powers  con- 
ferred by  the  enlistment  act.  But  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  further  to 
communicate  the  facts  as  there  alleged  to  Her  Majesty's  government, 
and  to  request  that  such  further  proceedings  may  be  had  as  may  carry 
into  full  effect  the  determination  which  I  doubt  not  it  ever  entertained 
to  prevent  by  all  lawful  means  the  fitting  out  of  hostile  expeditions 
against  the  government  of  a  country  with  which  it  is  at  peace. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the  assur- 
ance of  my  highest  consideration,  and  am,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  PEAI>fCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  <&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Squarey  to  Mr.  Adorns. 

Tavistock  Hotel,  Covent  Gaeden, 

London,  W.  C,  July  23, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  saw  Mr.  Layard  at  the  Foreign  Offtce 
after  leaving  you  this  afternoon,  and  ascertained  from  him  that  the 
papers  forwarded  by  you  in  reference  to  the  gun-boat  Ifo.  290  were  sub- 
mitted yesterday  to  the  law  ofiicers  of  the  Crown  for  their  opinion.  The 
opinion  had  not,  up  to  the  time  of  my  seeing  Mr.  Layard,  been  received, 
but  he  promised,  on  my  representation  of  the  extreme  urgency  of  the 
case,  to  send  for  it  at  once.  Mr.  Layard  was  not  disposed  to  discuss  the 
matter,  nor  did  he  read  Mr.  Collier's  opinion. 

I  now  inclose  a  copy  of  the  case  with  Mr.  Collier's  opinion,  and  a  copy 
of  the  letter  which  I  have  addressed  this  afternoon  to  the  secretary  of 
the  board  of  customs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  F.  SQUAEEY. 
His  Excellency  The  American  Minister, 

6  Portland  Place. 

*  For  copies  of  these  depositions  see  ante,  pages  391-395, 
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[Inclosure  No.  1.] 
Opinion  of  B.  P.  Collier. 

CASE. 

July  23,  1862. 

Tou  will  receive  herewith  copies  of  the  following  affldavits  in  refer- 
ence to  a   gun-boat  known  as  No.  290,  which  was  built  by  Messrs. 
Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  as  it  is  believed,  for  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  and  which  is  now  lying  ready  for  sea  in  all  respects  in  the 
Birkenhead  docks. 
No.  .1.  Affirmation  of  T.  H.  Dudley.     (See  page  391.) 
No.  2.  Affidavit  of  J.  de  Co§ta.     (See  page  393.) 
No.  3.  Affidavit  of  M.  Maguire.     (See  page  392.) 
No.  4.  Affidavit  of  Hy.  Wilding  and  Matthew  Maguire.     (See  page  393.) 
No.  5.  Affidavit  of  A.  S.  Clare.     (See  page  392.) 
No.  6.  Affidavit  of  Wm.  Passmore.     (See  page  394.) 
No.  7.  Affidavit  of  Edward  iJoberts.     (See  page  400.) 
No.  8.  Affidavit  of  Eobt.  John  Taylor.     (See  page  399.) 
An  application  has  been  made,  on  the  affidavits  Nos.  1  to  6,  inclusive, 
to  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool,  to  detain  the  vessel  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  59  Geo.  III.  cap.  69,  but  under  the  advice  of  the 
solicitors  to  the  customs  the  board  have  declined  to  sanction  the  deten- 
tion of  the  vessel. 

You  are  requested  to  advise  the  consul  for  the  United  States  at  Liv- 
erpool whether  the  affidavits  now  submitted  to  you  disclose  facts  which 
would  justify  the  collector  of  customs  in  detaining  the  vessel  under  the 
act  in  question. 

OPINION. 

Temple,  July  23,  1862. 

I  have  perused  the  above  affidavits,  and  1  am  of  opinion  that  the 
collector  of  customs  would  be  justified  in  detaining  the  vessel.  Indeed, 
I  think  it  his  duty  to  detain  her,  and  that  if,  after  the  application  which 
has  been  made  to  him,  supported  upon  the  evidence  which  has  been 
laid  before  ine,  he  allows  her  to  leave  Liverpool,  he  will  incur  a  heavy 
responsibility,  a  responsibility  of  which  the  board  of  customs,  under 
whose  directions  he  ajjpears  to  be  acting,  must  take  their  share. 

It  appears  difficult  to  make  out  a  stronger  case  of  infringement  of 
the  foreign  enlistment  act,  which,  if  not  enforced  on  this  occasion,  is 
little  better  than  a  dead  letter. 

It  well  deserves  consideration  whether,  if  the  vessel  be  allowed  to 
escape,  the  Federal  Government  would  not  have  serious  grounds  of  re- 
monstrance. 

E.  P.  COLLIEE. 


[In closure  No.  2.] 

Mr.  Squarey  to  Board  of  Customs. 

Tavistock  Hotel,  Covent  Garden, 

London,  July  23,  1862. 
SiE:  Referring  to  an  application  which  I  made  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States  Government,  under  the  instructions  of  their  consul  at 
Liverpool,  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool,  on  Monday  last,  for 
the  detention,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  59  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  69,  of  a 
steam  gun-boat,  built  by  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  and  which, 
there  is  no  doubt,  is  intended  for  the  Confederate  States,  to  be  used  as 
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a  vessel  of  war  against  the  United  States  Government,  I  beg  now  to  in- 
close two  affidavits  which  reached  me  this  morning  from  Liverpool,  one 
made  by  Robert  John  Taylor,  and  the  other  by  Edward  Eoberts,  and 
which  furnish  additional  proof  of  the  character  of  the  vessel  in  question, 
with  his  opinion  thereon.     (See  ante,  p.  398.) 

I  also  inclose  a  case  which  has  been  submitted  to  Mr.  Collier,  Q.  C, 

I  learned  this  morning  from  Mr.  O'Dowd  that  instructions  were  for- 
warded yesterday  to  the  collector  at  Liverpool  not  to  exercise  the 
powers  of  the  act  in  this  instance,  it  being  considerted  that  the  facts  dis- 
closed in  the  affidavits  made  before  him  were  not  sufficient  to  justify  the 
collector  in  seizing  the  vessel. 

On  behalf  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  I  now  respectfully 
request  that  this  matter,  which  I  need  not  point  out  to  you  involves 
consequences  of  the  gravest  possible  description,  may  be  reconsidered 
by  the  board  of  customs,  on  the  further  evidence  now  adduced. 

The  gun-boat  now  lies  in  Birkenhead  docks  ready  for  sea  in  all  respects, 
with  a  crew  of  fifty  men  on  board.  She  may  sail  at  any  time,  and  I  trust 
the  urgency  of  the  case  will  excuse  the  course  I  have  adopted  of  send- 
ing these  papers  direct  to  the  board,  instead  of  transmitting  them 
through  the  collector  at  Liverpool,  and  the  request,  which  I  now*  venture 
to  make,  that  the  matter  may  receive  immediate  attention. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  SQUAEEY. 

To  the  Secretary  of  S.  M.  Board  of  Customs,  London. 


[In closure  No.  3.] 
Deposition  of  Bobert  John  Taylor. 

I,  Robert  John  Taylor,  of  Mobile,  but  at  present  remaining  tempo- 
rarily at  Liverpool,  mariner,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  I  am  a  native  of  London,  and  forty-one  years  of  age.  From  four- 
teen years  upward  I  have  followed  the  sea.  During  the  last  fifteen 
years  I  have  been  living  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  prin- 
cipally at  Savannah  and  Mobile,  and  since  the  secession  movement  I 
have  been  engaged  in  running  the  blockade.  I  have  run  the  blockade 
six  times,  and  been  captured  once. 

2.  The  vessels  in  which  I  have  been  engaged  in  running  the  blockade 
have  sailed  from  Mobile,  and  have  gone  to  Havana  and  New  Orleans. 
I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  the  coast  of  the  Confederate 
States,  as  I  have  been  principally  engaged  since  1847  in  trading  to  and 
from  the  Gulf  ports. 

3.  I  came  to  England  after  my  release  from  Fort  Warren  on  the  29th 
of  May  last.  I  came  here  with  the  intention  of  going  to  the  Southern 
States,  as  I  could  not  get  there  from  Boston. 

4.  Mr.  Rickarby,  of  Liverpool,  a  brother  of  the  owner,  at  Mobile,  of 
the  vessel  in  which  I  was  captured  when  attempting  to  run  the  block- 
ade, gave  me  instructions  to  go  to  Captain  Butcher,  at  Laird's  yard, 
Birkenhead.  I  had  previously  called  on  Mr.  Rickarby,  and  told  him 
that  I  wanted  to  go  South,  as  the  northerners  had  robbed  me  of  my 
clothes  when  I  was  captured,  and  I  wanted  to  have  satisfaction. 

5.  I  first  saw  Captain  Butcher  at  one  of  Mr.  Laird's  offices  last  Thurs- 
day fortnight,  (namely,  the  3d  of  July  last.)  I  told.himthati  had  been 
sent  by  Mr.  Rickarby,  and  asked  him  if  he  were  the  captain  of  the  ves- 
sel which  was  lying  in  the  dock.     I  told  him  that  I  was  one  of  the  men 
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that  had  been  captured  in  one  of  Mr.  Eickarby's  vessels,  and  that  I 
wanted  to  get  South  in  order  to  have  retaliation  of  the  northerners  for 
robbing  me  of  my  clothes.  He  said  that  if  I  went  with  him  in  his 
vessel  I  should  very  shortly  have  that  opportunity. 

6.  Captain  Butcher  asked  me  at  this  interview  if  I  was  well  acquainted 
■  with  the  G-ulf  ports,  and  I  told  him  I  was.    1  asked  him  what  port  he 

was  going  to,  and  he  replied  that  he  could  not  tell  me  then,  but  that 
there  would  be  an  agreement  made  before  we  left  for  sea.  I  inquired  as 
to  the  rate  of  wages,  and  I  was  to  get  four  pounds  ten  shillings  per 
month,  payable  weekly. 

7.  I  then  inquired  if  I  might  consider  myself  engaged,  and  he  re- 
plied, yes,  and  that  I  might  go  on  board  the  next  day,  which  I  accord- 
ingly did ;  and  I  have  been  working  on  board  up  to  last  Saturday  night. 

8.  I  was  at  the  siege  of  Acre  in  1840,  in  Her  Majesty's  frigate  Pique, 
Captain  Edward  Boxer,  and  served  on  board  for  nine  months.  Captain 
Butcher's  ship  is  pierced  for  eight  broadside  guns  and  four  swivels  or 
long-toms.  Her  magazine  is  complete,  and  she  is  fitted  up  in  all  respects 
as  a  man-of-war,  without  her  ammunition.  She  is  now  chock  full  of  coals, 
and  has,  in  addition  to  those  in  the  hold,  some  thirty  tons  on  deck. 

9.  One  day,  whilst  engaged  in  heaving  up  some  of  the  machinery,  we 
were  singing  a  song,  as  seamen  generally  do,  when  the  boatswain  told 
up  to  stop  that,  as  the  ship  was  not  a  merchant  ship,  but  a  man-of-war. 

EOBEET  JOHN  TAYLOE. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  22d  day  of  July, 
1862,  before  me. 

W.  L.  LAMPOET, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Liverpool. 


[Inclosure  No.  4.J 

Deposition  of  Edward  Roberts. 

I,  Edward  Eoberts,  of  No.  6  Vere  street,  Toxteth  Park,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  ship  carpenter,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  I  am  a  ship  carpenter,  and  have  been  at  sea  for  about  four  years 
in  that  capacity. 

2.  About  the  beginning  of  June  last  I  had  been  out  of  employ  for 
about  two  months,  and  hearing  that  there  was  a  vessel  in  Messrs.  Laird 
&  Co.'s  yard  fitting  out  to  run  the  blockade,  1  applied  to  Mr.  Barnett, 
shipping-master,  to  get  me  shipped  on  board  the  said  vessel. 

3.  On  Thursday,  the  19th  day  of  June  last,  I  went  to  tlie  said  Mr. 
Barnett's  office,  No.  11  Hanover  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, and  was  engaged  for  the  said  vessel  as  carijenter's  mate.  By  the 
direction  of  the  said  Mr.  Barnett,  I  met  Captain  Butcher  the  same  day 
on  the  George's  Landing  stage,  and  followed  him  to  Messrs.  Laird  & 
Co.'s  ship-building  yard,  and  on  board  a  vessel  lying  there.  The  said 
Captain  Butcher  spoke  to  the  boatswain  about  me,  and  I  received  my 
orders  from  the  said  boatswain.  At  dinner  time  the  same  day,  as  I  left 
the  yard  the  gateman  asked  me  if  I  was  "  going  to  work  on  that  gun- 
boat ;"  to  which  I  replied,  "  Yes." 

4.  The  said  vessel  is  now  lying  in  the  Birkenhead  float,  and  is  known 
by  the  name  "  No.  290."  The  said  vessel  has  coal  and  stores  on  board. 
The  said  vessel  is  pierced  for  gnus,  1  think  four  on  a  side,  and  a  swivel 
gun.  The  said  vessel  is  fitted  with  shot  and  canister  racks,  and  has  a 
magazine.    There  are  about  fifty  men,  all  told,  now  on  board  the  said 
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vessel.    It  is  generally"  understood  on  board  of  the  said  vessel  that  she 
is  going  to  ]^assau  for  the  southern  government. 

5.  I  know  Captain  Bullock  by  sight,  and  have  seen  him  on  board 
the  said  vessel  five  or  sis  times ;  I  have  seen  him  go  round  the  said  ves- 
sel with  Captain  Butcher.  I  understood,  both  at  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s 
yard  and  also  on  board  the  said  vessel,  that  the  said  Captain  Bullock 
was  the  owner  of  the  said  vessel. 

6.  I  have  been  working  on  board  the  said  vessel  from  the  19th  day  of 
June  last  up  to  the  present  time,  Avith  wages  at  the  rate  of  £6  per  month, 
payable  weekly.  I  have  signed  no  articles  or  agreement.  The  talk  on 
board  is  that  an  agreement  will  be  signed  before  sailing. 

EDWARD  ROBEETS. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  22d  day  of  July, 
1862,  before  me. 

WM.  BEOWN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Lancashire  and  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Gardner  to  Mr.  Squarey. 

CuSTOM-HouSE,  July  24,  1862. 
SiE  :  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  which  only  reached 
me  at  a  quarter  to  four  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  yesterday,  respecting 
the  gun-boat  which  is  stated  to  be  fitting  out  at  Liverpool  for  the  so- 
called  Confederate  States  of  America,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  brought 
the  same  without  delay  before  the  board  of  customs,  by  whom  I  am 
desired  to  acquaint  you  that  they  immediately  reported  all  the  circum- 
stances to  the  lords  commissioners  of  Her  Majjesty's  treasury  for  their 
lordships'  directions. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  GAEDNEE,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  95.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  25,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  returned  from  London  on  Wednesday  night.  On  Tuesday  we 
obtained  the  affidavits  of  two  of  the  crew  from  the  gun-boat  'So.  290. 
Having  learned  that  the  collector  had  forwarded  those  we  laid  before 
him  on  Monday  to  the  board  of  customs  in  London,  under  whom  he 
acts,  we  determined  to  lay  these  additional  affidavits  directly  before 
the  board,  and  called  for  that  purpose.  We  there  learned  that  on  the 
day  previous,  the  next  day  after  we  had  submitted  the  affidavits  to  the 
collector,  they  had  decided  that  the  evidence  disclosed  in  the  affidavits 
was  not  sufficient,  and  had  directed  the  collector  at  Liverpool  not  to 
detain  the  vessel.  I  mentioned  the  fadt  that  we  had  consulted  with 
Mr.  Collier,  a  barrister  in  London.  This  man  had  been  previously  con- 
sulted by  Minister  Adams.  He  is  Queen's  counsel  to  admiralty,  a  member 
of  Parliament,  and  stands  high  in  his  profession.  After  learning  this 
extraordinary  decision  of  the  board,  we  again  consulted  Mr.  Collier  and 

26  A  c— VI 
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procured  fi-om  him  an  opinion  in  writing,  that  the  evidence  which  we 
had  submitted  to  the  collector  was  quite  sufficient  to  warrant  the  deten- 
tion of  the  vessel.  Mr.  Squarey,  my  solicitor,  then  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  board,  inclosing  a  copy  of  this  opinion,  and  the  two  additional 
affidavits,  and  asked  them  to  reconsider  their  decision. 

I  inclose  copies  of  the  affidavits  of  William  Passmore,  Henry  Wilding, 
John  Da  Costa,  Matthew  Maguire,  A.  S.  Clare,  and  my  own  as  United 
States  consul,  all  of  which  were  made  before  and  submitted  to  the  col- 
lector on  Monday  last,-  and  upon  which  Mr.  Collier's  opinion  is  founded, 
they  are  marked  No.  1,  (see  pp-  391-395 ;)  also  copies  of  the  two  addi- 
tional affidavits  of  Robert  John  Taylor  and  Edward  Eoberts,  made  on 
Tuesday,  and  laid  before  the  board  on  Wednesday,  marked  No.  2,  (see 
pp.  399, 400 ;)  also  copies  of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Collier  and  Mr.  Squarey's 
letter,  and  the  answer  of  secretary  of  the  board,  marked  No.  3,  (see  pp. 
398,401.)  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  especially  to  the  affidavits  of 
William  Passmore,  Eobert  John  Taylor,  Edward  Eoberts,  and  A.  S.-Clare, 
as  positive  and  direct,  and  making,  in  my  judgment,  as  strong  proof  as 
can  ordinarily  be  made  in  cases  of  this  nature,  and  quite  strong  enough 
to  justify  the  detention  of  the  vessel,  if  there  waS'  any  disposition  to  do  it. 
'  Copies  of  all  these  affidavits  were  made  for  Mr.  Adams,  and  by  him 
submitted  to  Earl  Eussell.  Mr.  Squarey,  with  the  consent  of  Mr. 
Adams,  on  Wednesday  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Layard,  the  under- 
secretary of  foreign  affairs,  showed  him  Mr.  Collier's  opinion,  and  made 
the  request  that  the  government  woultl  act  promptly  in  the  matter.  I 
have  not  learned  what  decision  has  been  finally  made  in  the  case;  I 
hope  for  the  best,  but  am  quite  prepared  for  the  worst. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  remark  that  the  question  of  security  to  the  col- 
lector did  not  arise.  The  decision  which  was  made  turned  uj)on  the 
merits.  I  retained  Mr.  Collier  in  the  case  on  Tuesday,  and  instructed 
Mm  and  Mr.  Squarey,  if  the  vessel  was  arrested,  to  institute  proceedings 
immediately  for  her  condemnation ;  Mr.  Collier  being  of  the  opinion 
that  this  was  necessary  under  the  act,  and  that  the  collector  would  not 
be  justified  to  hold  her  unless  we  took  these  steps. 

I  have  done  about  all  that  I  can  do  to  stop  this  vessel ;  much  more, 
I  think,  than  this  government  ought  to  require  any  friendly  government 
to  do.  My  counsel  say  I  can  do  no  more.  They  think  the  evidence  not 
only  sufficient,  but  conclusive,  in  the  preliminary  proceedings  to  detain 
the  vessel.  Indeed,  they  both  say  that  it  is  enough  to  secure  her  con- 
demnation before  any  court. 

I  have  procured  a  photographer  to  take  her  as  she  now  lies  in  the 
dock.    I  will  inclose  a  copy  if  received  in  time  for  this  communication, 
and  shall  send  another  to  Mr.  Craven,  the  commander  of  the  Tuscarora. 
With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  a  coi)y  of  letter  from 
the  collector  to  Mr.  Squarey,  my  solicitor,  announcing  the  decision  of 
the  board  upon  the  case  submitted  to  the  collector.  It  is  inclosed, 
marked  No.  4,  (see  p.  396.)  It  is  a  strange  decision,  the  last  part.  Mr. 
Squarey  has  called  upon  the  collector,  and  asked  him  the  meaning  of  this 
last  paragraph;  his  response  was,  that  this  was  copied  from  the  letter 
addressed  to  him  by  the  board.  I  am  instructed  by  my  counsel  that  I 
have  no  power  to  stop  the  vessel ;  that  the  power  to  detain  her  is  lodged 
in  the  collector. 


THE    ALABAMA.  403 

3Ir.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  24,  1862. 
My  Lord  :  In  order  that  I  may  complete  the  evidence  in  the  case  of 
the  vessel  now  fitting  ont  at  Liverpool,  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  to 
your  lordship's  consideration  the  copies  of  two  more  depositions*  taken 
respecting  that  subject. 

In  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  this  extraordinary  proceeding  as  a 
violation  of  the  enlistment  act,  I  am  happy  to  find  myself  sustained  by 
the  opinion  of  an  eminent  lawyer  of  Great  Britain,  a  copy  of  which  I  do 
myself  the  honor  likewise  to  transmit.     (See  page  398.) 

Eenewing  to  your  lordship  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANGIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eubsell,  &c.,  d;c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Xo.  196.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  25, 1862. 

Sir  :  Since  the  date  of  my  dispatch  (No.  187)  of  the  17th  of  July,  I 
have  to  report  that  I  received  from  Mr.  Oollier  so  decided  an  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  illegality  of  the  proceedings  at  Liverpool,  that  I  directed 
Mr.  Dudley  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  vigor  in  the  preparation  of  the 
necessary  depositions  to  place  before  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liver- 
pool. I  authorized  him  to  act  under  professional  advice,  so  that  no 
mere  omission  of  form  could  be  made  to  avail  against  us.  No  time  has 
been  lost  in  getting  up  the  papers  and  in  submitting  them  in  the  proper 
quarter.  For  two  days  Mr.  Dudley  and  his  adviser,  Mr.  Squarey,  have 
been  in  constant  communication  with  me  here,  and  all  the  measures 
taken  by  them  have  been  sanctioned  by  me.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
although  the  second  opinion  of  Mr.  Collier,  based  upon  the  depositions 
themselves,  is  so  unequivocal,  I  have  reasons  to  believe  they  are  not 
likely  to  be  more  effective  to  secure  the  detention  of  the  ship  by  the  col- 
lector than  any  former  action. 

Not  to  omit  any  step  that  could  be  imagined  likely  to  avail,  I  have 
transmitted  copies  of  all  the  papers  to  Lord  Eussell,  Avith  a  request  for 
action  on  the  subject  in  his  department.  I  now  send  copies  of  the  same, 
with  the  exception  of  the  affidavits,  which  Mr.  Dudley  will  probably 
send,  for  your  consideration.  As  yet  1  have  no  answer  from  Lord  Eus- 
sell. I  am  not  sanguine  of  success,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  action 
taken  is  essential  to  complete  the  record.  I  have  authorized  Mr.  Dudley 
and  Mr.  Morse  to  incur  some  liabilities  in  the  process,  which  I  hope  will 
not  be  regarded  as  ill-jndged.  The  Tuscarora  has  not  yet  left  South- 
ampton. I  shall  give  Captain  Craven  directions  to  intercept  the  vessel, 
if  possible,  should  she  be  permitted  to  depart. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

"  CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


*  For  deposition  of  Robert  John  Taylor  and  Edward  Roberts,  see  pages  399  and  400. 
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Mr.  Squarey  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Tavistock  Hotel,  Covbnt  Gaeden, 

London,  July  25,  1862. 

Gun-boat  "  Xo.  290;" 

Sir  :  I  have  further  to  reDort  to  you  on  this  matter  that  I  have  again 
seen  Mr.  O'Dowd,  the  solicitor  to  the  hoard  of  customs,  who  informs  me 
that  on  receipt  of  my  letter  addressed  to  the  secretary  yesterday,  the 
board  resolved  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  by 
whose  opinion  they  would  be  guided  as  to  seizing  the  vessel. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  SQUAEET. 
His  Excellency  The  American  Minister. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  97.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  26, 1862. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  find  copy  of  affidavit  of  the  boatswain  of  the  gun-boat 
No.  290.  ~Eo  information  as  yet  of  the  decision  of  the  authorities  upon 
our  application  to  stop  her  sailing. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Deposition  of  Henry  Redden. 

I,  Henry  Eedden,  of  Hook  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, seaman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  I  am  a  seaman,  and  have  followed  the  sea  for  fifteen  years.  I  have 
been  boatswain  on  board  both  steamers  and  sailing  vessels,  and  belong 
to  the  naval  reserve. 

2.  About  six  weeks  ago  I  was  engaged  by  Captain  Butcher,  (with 
whom  I  have  previously  sailed,)  as  boatswain  on  board  a  vessel  then  in 
Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s  ship-building  yard,  but  now  lying  in  the  Birken- 
head float,  and  known  by  the  name  "  290."  The  said  Captain  Butcher 
offered  me  ten  pounds  pier  month,  and  said  an  agreement  should  be 
signed  when  we  got  outside.  He  told  me  that  we  should  have  plenty 
of  money  when  we  got  home,  as  we  were,  going  out  to  the  Southern 
States  on  a  speculation  to  try  and  get  some. 

3.  The  crew  now  on  board  the  said  vessel  consists  of  about  forty  men, 
but  I  believe  that  she  will  take  to  sea  about  one  hutidi'ed  men  all  told. 
It  is  generally  understood  on  board  that  she  will  clear  for  Nassau,  but 
not  make  that  port.  The  said  vessel  has  all  her  stores  and  coals  on 
board  ready  for  sea.  She  is  fitted  in  all  respects  as  a  man-of-war,  to 
carry  six  broadside  guns  and  four  pivots,  but  has  no  guns  or  ammuni- 
tion on  board  as  yet.  The  rules  on  board  are  similar  to  those  in  use  on 
a  man-of-war,  and  the  men  are  not  allowed  to  sing  as  they  do  on  a  mer- 
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chantman.    The  call  is  used  on  board.    The  said  vessel  is  of  about 
«leven  hundred  tons. 

4.  I  know  Captain  Bullock ;  he  has  been  superintending  the  building 
of  the  said  vessel  in  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s  yard,  and  is,  I  believe,  to  take 
charge  of  the  vessel  when  we  get  outside. 

5.  It  is  generally  understood  on  board  the  said  vessel  that  she  be- 
longs to  the  confederate  government. 

HENEY  EEDDEN. 

Sworn,  this  24th  day  of  Julv,  1862,  before  me, 

JOHN  STEWART, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Lancaster, 


Mr.  Squarey  to  Mr.  Gardner. 

LiTEEPOOL,  July  26,  1862. 

Gim-BOAT  "No.  290." 

SiE :  I  am  directed  to  call  your  attention  to  this  matter.  The  further 
aflidavits  were  forwarded  to  you  on  the  23d  instant,  and  I  had  hoped 
that,  ere  this,  the  decision  of  the  lords  commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
treasury  might  have  been  made  known,  particulary  as  every  day  affords 
opportunities  for  the  vessel  in  question  to  take  her  departure. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  SQUAEEY. 
J.  G.  Gardner,  Esq., 

Secretary  to  Her  Majesty's  Customs,  Custom-Eouse,  London. 


Mr.  Gardner  to  Mr.  Squarey 

CuSTOM-HousE,  London,  July  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  Having  submitted  to  the  commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  cus- 
toms your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  referring  to  previous  correspondence, 
on  the  subject  of  a  gun-boat  which  is  stated  to  be  fitting  out  at  Liver- 
pool for  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  stating  that 
you  had  hoped  that  ere  this  the  decision  of  the  lords  commissioners  of 
Her  Majesty's  treasury  on  the  subject  might  have  been  made  known,  I 
am  desired  to  acquaint  you  that  in  the  absence  of  instructions  from 
their  lordships,  the  board  are  unable  to  give  any  directions  in  regard  to 
the  gun-boat  in  question. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  GARD]SrEI{,  Secretary. 
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[B.  B.  B.  N.  A.,  No.  3,  1863,  p.  9.] 

No.  7. 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  July  28, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
the  22d  and  24th  instant,  relative  to  the  vessel  alleged  to  be  fitting  out 
at  Liverpool  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States ;  and  I 
am  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  that  these  papers  have  been  referred  to  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown. 
I  am,  &c. 

EUSSELL. 


Duncans,  Squarey  &  Blackmore, 

10  Water  Street,  Liverpool. 
J.  G.  Gardner,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  Her  Majesty^s  Commissioners  of  Cus- 
toms, Custom-Souse,  London : 

The  vessel  "Ko.  290,"  came  out  of  dock  last  night  and  left  the  port 
this  morning. 


Messrs.  Duncans,  Squarey  &  Blachmore  to  2Ir.  Gardner. 

Liverpool,  July  29,  1862. 

"  No.  290." 

Sir  :  We  telegraphed  you  this  morning  that  the  above  vessel  was 
leaving  Liverpool.     She  came  out  of  dock  last  night  and  steamed  down 
the  river  between  10  and  11  a.  m. 
We  have  reason  to  believe  she  has  gone  to  Queenstown. 
Yours,  obediently. 

DUNCANS,  SQUAEEY  &  BLACKJMOEE. 
J.  G.  Gardner,  Esq., 

Secretary  to  Rer  2Iajesty's  Commissioners  of  Customs, 

Custom-House,  London. 


Mr.  Dicldns  to  2Iessrs.  Duncan,  Squarey  iC  Blackmore. 

CuSTOM-HouSE,  London,  July  30,  1862, 
Gentlemen:  I  am  desired  by  the  commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
customs  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  yesterday  of  your  telegraphic  mes- 
sage, apprising  me  of  the  departure  from  Liverpool  of  the  gun-boat 
stated  to  have  been  fitted  out  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of 
America ;  also  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  stating  that  you  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  vessel  in  question  has  gone  to  Queenstown, 
and  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that,  by  direction  of  the  board,  the  substance 
of  your  telegram  was  immediately  on  its  receipt  communicated  to  the 
lords  commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  treasury,  and  that  the  same  course 
has  been  adopted  in  regard  to  your  letter  received  this  morning. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  DICKINS,  Assistant  Secretary. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  99.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  steamer  No.  290  sailed  yesterday  at  about  11  o'clock  ia 
forenoon.  Orders  were  given  to  the  men  to  be  on  board  on  Monday 
evening  at  6  o'clock.  I  much  regret  my  inability  to  procure  a  photo- 
graph of  her.  She  lay  in  with  other  vessels  in  such  manner  that  it  couli 
not  be  obtained. .  I  could  not  complete  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with 
the  man  referred  to  in  No.  95,  to  go  out  in  her.  I  am  told  there  is  a  man 
on  board  by  name  of  John  Readdy,  from  one  of  the  New  England 
States,  (he  has  signed  his  name  Jack  Eeaddy,)  who  can  be  procured  as 
a  witness  at  any  port  she  may  go  to.  She  left  the  port  without  a  register 
or  clearance  fi'om  the  custom-house.  After  she  had  steamed  out  of  the 
river,  I  sent  one  of  my  clerks  to  the  custom-houSe  to  ascertain  if  she  had 
been  registered  or  cleared.  They  informed  him  that  she  had  not,  and 
that  it  was  not  necessary.  I  do  not  understand  this.  It  would  seem  as 
if  all  vessels  for  the  rebels,  and  to  carry  munitions  of  war  and  aid  to 
them,  were  privileged  at  this'  port;  at  least  every  facility  for  their  de- 
parture and  conducting  their  operations  is  extended  to  them.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  any  reliable  information  as  to  her  movements. 
One  report  is  that  she  has  gone  out  on  a  trial  trip,  and  will  return  into 
port ;  another  that  she  has  gone  to  Queenstown ;  a  third  that  she  has 
taken  her  final  departure,  and  will  go  direct  to  the  place  where  she  is  to 
receive  her  armament.  I  think  she  will  go  to  iJ^Tassau  to  receive  her . 
armament.  That  seemed  to  be  understood  among  the'crew,  but  it  is  pos- 
sible that  this  was  told  them  to  mislead  them  or  me.  I  am  satisfied 
that  her  guns  are  not  on,  and  that  she  will  have  to  go  to  some  place  or 
port  to  get  them. 

Since  writing  the  above,  one  of  my  men  has  called  to  say  that  the 
steam-tug  Hercules  is  at  the  Birkenhead  ferry  taking  on  men,  beams  for 
gun  carriages,  and  other  things  for  this  vessel.  That  she  is  now  off 
Cape  Lynas  waiting  for  the  tug.  That  during  the  whole  of  last  night 
she  has  been  receiving  gunpowder  on  board,  and  that  she  has  six  of  her 
guns  below  deck.  I  have  telegraphed  this  news  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
called  myself  in  person  with  my  informant  on  the  collector  of  the  port 
and  gave  him  the  information.  I  am  now  preparing  a  formal  letter  to 
the  collector.  One  of  the  persons  interested  stated  that  they  would  go  to 
a  Spanish  port.  I  shall  address  notes  to  all  the  consuls  to- day  at  Spanish 
ports.  I  will  inclose  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  collector  during  the  day. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

It  is  now  ascertained  that  she  will  not  return  to  this  port  unless  she 
meets  with  an  accident.    A  copy  of  letter  is  inclosed. 


[luclosure.] 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edicards. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  30, 1862. 
SiK:  Referring  to  my  previous  communications  to  you  on  the  subject 
of  the  gun-boat  290,  fitted  out  by  Mr.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  I  beg  now 
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to  inform  yoxi  that  she  left  the  Birkenhead  dock  on  Monday  night,  and 
yesterday  morning  left  the  river,  accompanied  by  the  steam-tug  Hercules. 

The  Hercules  returned  last  evening,  and  her  master  stated  that  the 
gun-boat  was  cruising  off  Point  Lynas;  that  she  had  six  guns  on  board 
concealed  below,  and  was  taking  powder  from  another  vessel. 

The  Hercules  is  now  alongside  the  Woodside  landing  stage,  taking 
on  board  men,  (forty  or  fifty,)  beams — evidently  for  gun-carriages — and 
other  things,  to  convey  down  to  the  gun-boat. 

A  quantity  of  cutlasses  were  taken  on  board  on  Friday  last. 

The  circumstances  all  go  to  confirm  the  representations  heretofore 
made  to  you  about  this  vessel,  in  the  face  of  which  I  cannot  but  regret 
she  has  been  permitted  to  leave  the  port;  and  I  report  them'  to  you  that 
you  may  take  such  steps  as  you  may  deem  necessary  to  prevent  this 
flagrant  violation  of  neutrality. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY,  Consul. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  the  Collector  of  Customs. 

IJNrTEi)  States  CoiSrstrLATE, 

Liverpool,  July  30,  1862. 
Sir  :  Eeferriugto  my  previous  communications  to  you  on  the  subject 
of  the  gun-boat,  ISo.  290,  fitted  out  by  Mr.  Laird  at  Birkenhead,  I  beg 
now  to  inform  you  that  she  left  the  Birkenhead  dock  on  Monday  night, 
and  yesterday  morning  left  the  river  accompanied  by  the  steam-tug 
Hercules. 

The  Hercules  returned  last  evening  and  her  master  states  that  the 
gunboat  was  cruising  off  Point  Cynas.  That  she  had  6  guns  on  board 
concealed  below,  and  was  taking  powder  from  aupther  vessel. 

The  Hercules  is  now  along  side  the  Woodside  Landing  stage,  taking 
on  board  men  (40  or  50,)  beams  evidently  for  gun  carriages,  and  other 
things  to  convey  down  to  the  gun-boat,  a  quantity  of  cutlasses  were 
taken  on  board  on  Friday  last. 

These  circumstances  all  go  to  confirm  the  representations  heretofore 
made  to  you  about  this  vessel,  in  the  face  of  whch  I  cannot  but  regret 
she  has  been  permitted  to  leave  the  port,  and  I  report  them  to  you,  that 
you  may  take  such  steps  as  you  may  deem  necessary  to  prevent  this 
flagrant  violation  of  neutrality. 

Eespeotfully,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

Consul. 
Hon.  Collector  of  Customs,  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Lu^ey  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.! 

^0. 101.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  1,  1862. 
Sir:  I  inclose  you,  marked  No.  2,  some  additional  correspondence  * 
between  my  solicitor,  Mr.  Squarey,  and  the .  secretary  of  the  board  of 
customs  in  London,  relative  to  the  gun-boat  No.  290. 

*  For  inclosure  No.  2,  see  aute,  page  406. 
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Also,  marked  No.  4,  slip  cut  from  Daily  Post  of  this  day,  about  this 
vessel  and  the  Oreto.  I  have  sent  Mr.  Adams,  our  minister  at  London, 
copies  of  these,  and  of  all  the  other  papers  in  this  case.  The  steamer 
No.  290  put  into  Holyhead  on  Wednesday  night,  and  remained  until 
2  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when  she  started  out  to  sea.  She  was  cruis- 
ing about  off  Point  Lynas  durin  g  yesterday.  The  United  States  steamer 
Tuscarora  put  in  at  Queenstown  yesterday  afternoon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

[From  Liverpool  Daily  Post,  of  August  1,  1862.] 

NEW  STEAMER  FOR  THE  CONFEDERATES. 

Some  time  since  the  steamship  Oreto  left  the  Mersey  ostensibly  for 
the  Mediterranean,  but  her  destination  was  Nassau,  where  she  was  to  be 
fitted  out  as  a  man-of-war  for  the  confederate  service.  Later  advices 
from  Nassau  now  show  that  she  has  been  seized  by  order  of  the  court  of 
admiralty  for  alleged  infringement  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  Not 
deterred  by  this  mishap,  another  new  steamship,  290,  so  she  is  called, 
left  the  Birkenhead  docks  this  week,  either  for  Nassau  or  Havana,  and 
waited  off  Tuskar  for  the  steam-tug  Hercules,  which  left  Liverpool  for 
the  290  with  fifty  men. 


[B.  B.  B.  "Alabiima,"  1863,  p.  9.] 
Mr.  Morgan,  surveyor,  to  the  Collector,  Liverpool. 

Surveyor's  Office,  July  30,  1862. . 

Sir  :  Eeferring  to  the  steamer  built  by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  which  is 
suspected  to  be  a  gun-boat  intended  for  some  foreign  government,  I  beg 
to  state  that  since  the  date  of  my  last  report  concerning  her  she  has 
been  lying  in  the  Birkenhead  docks  fitting  for  sea,  and  receiving  on 
board  coals  and  provisions  for  her  crew. 

She  left  the  dock  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  instant,  anchored  for  the 
night  in  the  Mersey,  abreast  the  Canning  dock,  and  proceeded  out  of 
the  river  on  the  following  morning,  ostensibly  on  a  trial  trip,  from  which 
she  has  not  returned. 

I  visited  the  tug  Hercules  this  morning  as  she  lay  at  the  landing 
stage  at  Woodside,  and  strictly  examined  her  hold  and  other  parts  of 
the  vessel.  She  had  nothing  of  a  suspicious  character  on  board ;  no 
guns,  no  ammunition,  or  anything  appertaining  thereto.  A  considera- 
ble number  of  persons,  male  and  female,  were  on  deck,  some  of  whom 
admitted  to  me  that  they  were  a  portion  of  the  crew,  and  were  going  to 
join  the  "  gun-boat." 

I  have  only  to  add  that  your  directions  to  keep  a  strict  watch  on  the 
said  vessel  have  been  carried  out ;  and  I  write  in  the  fullest  confidence 
that  she  left  this  port  without  any  part  of  her  armament  on  board;  she 
had  not  as  much  as  a  signal  gun  or  musket. 
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It  is  said  tliat  she  cruised  off  Point  Lynas  last  night,  Avhich,  as  you 
are  aware,  is  some  fifty  miles  from  this  port. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  MOEGAN,  Surveyor. 


No.  1229. 

Co^y  of  a  letter  from  the  collector,  Liverpool,  to  the  commissioners  of  cus- 
toms. I 

Gtjstom-House,  Liverpool,  July  30, 1862. 
Honorable  Sirs:  Immediately  on  receipt  of  the  aforegoing  commu- 
nication Mr.  Morgan,  surveyor,  proceeded  on  board  the  Hercules ;  and 
I  beg  to  inclose  his  report,  observing  that  he  perceived  no  beams,  such 
as  are  alluded  to  by  the  American  consul,  nor  anything  on  board  that 
would  justify  further  action  on  my  part. 
EespectfuUy, 

S.  PEICE  EDWARDS. 


Copy  of  reply,  July  31,  1862,  hy  telegraph,  sent  at  11.35  a.  m.,  to  the  col- 
lector of  customs,  Liverpool. 

Examine  master  of  Hercules,  whether  he  can  state  that  guns  are  con- 
cealed in  vessel  290,  and  that  powder  has  been  taken  on  board. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  collector,  Lirerpool,  to  J.  O.  Gardner,  esq. 

OusTOM-HousE,  Liverpool,  July  31-,  1862. 
SiE :  With  reference  to  the  telegram  which  I  received  to-day  from 
you,  directing  me  to  examine  the  master  of  the  steam-tug  Hercules,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  master  cannot  be  found  to-day ;  but  I 
hope  I  may  be  able  to  get  his  deposition  to-morrow.  I  may  state,  how- 
ever, that  he  said  yesterday  to  Mr.  Morgan,  the  surveyor,  that  he  had 
not  taken  any  guns  to  the  ship,  (Xo.  290,)  nor  had  he  seen  any  on 
board. 

I  am,  &c., 

S.  PEICE  EDWARDS. 


No.  1237. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  collector,  Liverpool,  to  the  commissioners  of  cus- 
toms. 

OusTOM-HousE,  Liverpool,  August  1,  1862. 
Honorable  Sirs  :  The  master  of  the  Hercules  has  attended  this 
morning,  and  I  beg  to  inclose  his  examination,  taken  on  oath,  wherebj'^ 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  statement  in  the  letter  of  the  American  consul, 
forwarded  with  my  report  of  the  30th  ultimo,  (No.  1229,)  is  not  borne 
out.      The  board  will  see  that  the  vessel  has  left  the  port.      Should 
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opportunity,  however,  offer,  she  shall  be  seized  in  accordance  with  the 
directions  of  the  board,  as  contained  in  the  telegram  of  yesterday's 
date. 

S.  PEIOB  EDWARDS. 


The  examination  of  Thomas  Miller^  taken  on  oath  by  the  collector. 
I  am  the  master  of  the  steam-tug  Hercules.  I  accompanied  the  new 
gun-boat  built  by  Mr.  Laird  (No.  290  I  believe  she  is  distinguished  by) 
to  sea  on  Tuesday  last.  I  kept  in  sight  of  her,  in  case  the  services  of 
the  steam-tug  should  be  required,  until  she  lay  to,  about  a  mile  off  the 
Bell  buoj",  and  about  fourteen  miles  from  the  Canning  dock.  The  ves- 
sel left  her  anchorage  about  10  a.  m.,  and  I  left  her  between  4  and  5 
p.  m.  I  saw  nothing  on  board  the  ship  but  coals.  '  I  returned  from  the 
vessel  in  the  evening,  and  got  into  the  river  about  7  p.  m. ;  there  were 
some  of  Mr.  Laird's  workmen  and  riggers  on  board;  all  of  these,  I  be- 
lieve, I  brought  back.  The  next  day,  Wednesday,  I  left  the  landing 
stage  ia  the  river,  and  took  with  me  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  men,  who, 
I  believe,  were  to  be  employed  on  board  as  part  of  the  crew ;  they  ap- 
peared to  be  all  sailors  or  firemen.  I  found  the  vessel,  about  '3  o'clock 
that  afternoon  in  Beaumaris  Bay.  I  put  the  men  on  board,  and  lay 
alongside  till  midnight.  We  were  from  three  to  four  miles  from  the 
shore ;  it  was  a  fine  day.  Besides  the  men,  I  put  on  board  an  anchor- 
stock,  a  piece  of  wood  about  fifteen  feet  long,  and  two  pieces  of  brass 
belonging  to  the  machinery.  I  neither  carried  guns,  powder,  or  ammu- 
nition of  any  kind  to  her,  nor  did  I  see  anything  of  this  description  on 
board,  nor  yet  being  put  on  board.  There  was  no  vessel  of  any  descrip- 
tion came  near  the  vessel  while  I  was  by  her.  I  hftve  never  seen  the 
American  consul  to  my  knowledge.  I  never  told  him  or  any  one  else 
they  were  taking  powder  on  board  the  new  vessel.  I  never  was  told 
what  she  was  for,  or  what  was  her  destination.  The  piece  of  wood  which 
I  have  mentioned  was  not  in  any  way  fit  for  a  gun-carriage.  I  thought 
it  was  intended  to  rest  the  ship's  boat  upon ;  it  was  planed  and  cut  out 
for  some  purpose,  if  not  to  rest  the  boat  upon. 

THOMAS  MILLEE. 

Sworn  at  Ihe  custom-house,  Liverpool,  August  1,  1862. 


[B.  B.  B.  '•  Alabama,"  1863,  p.  10.] 
[Memorandum,  apparently  from  Foreign  Offioo.] 

July  31, 1862,  at  about  7 J  v.  m. 

Telegrams  were  sent  to  the  collectors  at  Liverpool  and  Cork,  pursuant 
to  treasury  order,  dated  31st  July,  to  seize  the  gun-boat  (290)  should  she 
be  within  either  of  those  ports. 

Similar  telegrams  to  the  officers  at  Beaumaris  and  Holyhead  were 
sent  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  August.  They  were  not  sent  on  the  31st 
July,  the  telegraph  offices  to  those  districts  being  closed. 

And  on  the  2d  August  a  letter  was  also  sent  to  the  collector  at  Cork^ 
to  detain  the  vessel  should  she  arrive  at  Queenstown. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  collector,  Beaumaris,  to  J.  O.  Gardner,  esq. 

CuSTOM-HouSE, 
Beaumaris,  August  1,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  duly  received  your  telegraph  message  at  2.10  p.  m.  I  have 
communicated  with  the  principal  coast  officer  at  Holyhead,  and  I  am 
proceeding  immediately  to  Amlwch,  and  from  thence  to  Point  Lynas; 
^nd  if  the  steamship  290  is  off  there,  I 'hope  to  he  on  board  her  soon 
after  dark  this  evening. 

In  haste,  I  am,  &c., 

W.  H.  SMITH,  Collector. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  principal  coast  officer,  Holyhead,  to  the  secretary 

to  the  customs,  London. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE, 

Holyhead,  August  1,  1862. 
Sir  :  Your  telegram  respecting  the  iron  steam  vessel  290  is  duly  to 
hand. 

The  vessel  is  not  at  present  within  the  limits  of  this  creek.  I  have 
arranged  that  constant  watch  shall  be  kept,  so  that  immediately  upon 
her  entering  either  of  the  harbors  or  the  roadstead  she  will  be  seized ; 
and  I  am  now  leaving  (to  go  along  the  coast)  to  Point  Lynas  and 
Amlwch,  to  make  further  inquiries. 

I  beg  also  to  state  that  I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  message  to  the 
collector  of  customs,  Beaumaris,  and  the  principal  coast  officer  at 
Amlwch. 

I  have,  &c., 

E.  B.  CUNISrAH, 

Principal  Coast  Officer. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  collector,  Beaumaris,  to  J.  G.  Gardner,  esq. 

GUSTOM-HOUSE, 

Beaumaris,  August  2,  1862. 
Sir  :  On  receipt  of  your  telegram  on  the  1st  instant,  directing  me  to 
seize  the  steamship  290,  reported  to  be  off  Point  Lynas,. I  immediately 
proceeded  to  Amlwch  and  instituted  inquiries,  but  could  get  but  little 
satisfactory  information.  I  heard  that  there  had  been  a  suspicious  screw 
bark  in  Moelfra  Eoads  on  Wednesday  last ;  that  the  shore  boats  would 
not  be  allowed  alongside.  I  called  on  Mr.  Pierce,  chief  officer  of  the 
coast  guard,  and  consulted  with  him ;  I  requested  that  he  should  order 
his  boat,  with  four  hands  armed,  to  be  at  Point  Lynas  by  5  o'clock  the 
next  morning  to  meet  us  ;  I  took  a  car  at  Amlwch  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Pierce  and  my  principal  coast  officer,  and  proceeded  to  Point  Lynas 
Lighthouse,  and  made  every  inquiry  of  the  keeper.  I  then  proceeded 
to  the  telegraph  station,  and  on  inquiry  there  found  that  the  suspected 
vessel  had  not  been  seen  by  either  party  since  Wednesday  evening,  when 
she  was  riding  in  Moelfra  Eoads.  We  then  got  into  the  coast-guard 
boat,  and  proceeded  to  Moelfra,  and  found  that  a  large  black  screw  bark, 
or  three-masted  topsail  yard  screw  steamer,  with  black  funnel,  and  no 
name  or  port  on  her,  had  arrived  at  Moelfra  Eoads  at  7.30  p.  m.  on  Tues- 
day evening  last,  and  came  to  anchor  ;  that  a  fishing  boat  was  going 
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alongside,  and  asked  if  tliey  wanted  any  fish;  the  answer  from  the 
steamer  was,  "  No ;  keep  off."  On  Wednesday  they  appeared  to  be  wash- 
ing the  decks  and  cleaning  her,  and  about  5  p.  m.  a  tug-boat,  supposed 
to  belong  to  the  Old  Tug  Company,  of  Liverpool,  went  alongside  with 
what  was  supposed  to  be  an  excursion  party  ;  the  passengers  going  on 
board  the  screw  steamer;  there  was  music  on  board.  The  tug-boat 
remained  alongside  until  about  10  o'clock  p.  m.  the  same  evening,  when 
she  left ;  the  shore  people  could  not  say  whether  she  took  the  party  she 
brought  back  again,  because  it  was  too  dark.  At  3  o'clock  a.  m.  the 
following  morning,  viz,  Thursday,  the  screw  steamer  got  under  way  and 
proceeded  to  sea,  and  has  not  since  been  seen  by  any  parties  on  the 
shore  along  the  whole  part  of  that  coast. 

They  beld  no  communication  whatever  with  the  shore  during  her  stay 
in  IVIoelfra  Eoads. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  H.  SMITH,  Collector. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  collector,  Corlc,  to  the  secretary  to  the  customs. 

GUN-BOAT  290,  THE  SUBJECT  OF  TELEGRAM  EROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF 
CUSTOMS,  31ST   ULTIMO,  AND   BOARD'S   ORDER   89,  1862. 

Custom- House,  Cork,  August  4,  1862. 
Sir  :  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  telegraphic  message,  steps 
were  taken  for  the  detention  of  the  above-mentioned  vessel  should  she 
put  into  this  port,  but  up  to  the  close  of  this  letter,  4  p.  m.,  slfe  has  not 
made  her  appearance. 
I  am,  &c., 

F.  CASSELL,  Collector. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setvard. 

^o.  199.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  31, 1862. 

Sir  :  You  must  long  before  this  have  received  all  the  information 
respecting  the  Laird  gun-boat,  No.  290,  for  which  you  ask  in  your  dis- 
patch No.  299,  of  the  12th  of  July.  It  only  remains  for  me  to  continue 
the  narrative  of  that  transaction  down  to  this  date.  In  spite  of  all  my 
efforts  and  remonstrances,  which  as  yet  wait  the  opinion  of  the  law  ofl- 
cers  of  the  Crown,  I  received  on  the  29th  instant  from  Mr.  Dudley,  the 
consul  at  Liverpool,  the  news  that  she  sailed  without  register  or  clear- 
ance from  that  port  on  that  day.  I  immediately  communicated  the  intel- 
ligence by  telegraph  to  Captain  Craven,  at  Southampton.  I  learn  from 
the  consul  at  that  place  that  the  Tuscarora  sailed  from  thence  at  8  p.  m. 
on  the  29th  instant.  Should  the  captain  be  so  fortunate  as  to  encounter 
the  vessel  on  the  high  seas,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  he  will 
attempt  her  capture.  But  I  have  given  him  no  instructions  how  far  to 
pursue  her,  or  what  to  do  in  case  of  failure.  In  these  respects  he  is  left 
entirely  to  his  own  discretion. 

'   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  201.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Aiigust  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  I  had  a  conference  with  Lord  Eussell  at  the  foreign 
office,  in  the  course  of  which  I  went  over  the  various  subjects  where- 
upon I  had  received  instructions  in  your  late  dispatches. 

2.  I  read  to  his  lordship  the  substance  of  your  dispatches  Xos.  281 
and  299  respecting  the  use  made  of  the  island  of  Nassau  by  the  rebels, 
and  the  fitting  out  of  the  gun-boats  Oreto  and  290.  His  lordship  iirst 
took  up  the  case  of  290,  and  remarked  that  a  delay  in  determining  upon 
it  had  most  unexi^ectedly  been  caused  by  the  sudden  development  of 
a  malady  of  the  Queen's  advocate.  Sir  John  D.  Harding,  totally  incapaci- 
tating him  for  the  transaction  of  business.  This  had  made  it  necessary  to 
call  in  other  parties,  whose  opinion  had  been  at  last  given  for  the  deten- 
tion of  the  gun-boat,  but  before  the  order  got  down  to  Liverpool  the 
vessel  was  gone.  He  should,  however,  send  directions  to  have  her 
stopped  if  she  went,  as  was  probable,  to  Nassau.  I  said  I  was  aware 
that  the  gun-boat  was  off,  but  I  did  not  say,  what  I  myself  have  little 
doubt  of,  that  her  sudden  departure  was  occasioned  by  a  notion,  obtained 
somehow  or  other,  that  such  a  proceeding  was  impending.  I  added  an 
expression  of  satisfaction  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Ci'own  had  seen 
their  way  to  give  such  an  opinion,  and  that  it  was  the  disposition  of  Her 
Majesty's  government  to  do  something  to  check  this  outrageous  abuse. 
In  this  connection  I  begged  to  ask  if  he  had  any  information  respecting 
the  proceedings  had  at  Nassau  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto.  1  had  seen  a 
statement  in  the  newspapers,  additional  to  the  information  contained  in 
the  dispatch  No.  281,  which  I  had  read  to  him,  to  the  effect  that  the  Oreto 
had  been  actually  stopped  and  put  under  the  guns  of  Her  Majesty's  ship 
the  Greyhound.  I  hoiked  this  was  true,  for  1  thought  the  effect  of  such 
a  iiroceeding  would  be  very  favorably  viewed  in  America.  His  lordship 
replied  that  he  had  received  no  information  on  the  subject  beyond  what 
I  had  referred  to,  which  came  from  the  American  newspapers. 
,    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 

Hon.  WiLLAiM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.! 

United  States  Consulate 


Liverpool,  August  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  Laird  gun-boat  appears  to  have  gone  from  Point  Lynas  steer- 
ing north  on  Friday  or  Saturday.  A  person  sent  down  to  Holyhead  on 
Saturday  has  returned,. and  stated  that  she  was  seen  from  the  Stack 
Light-house  as  late  as  8  o'clock  on  Saturday  evening.  It  is  possible, 
however,  that  the  light-house  keeper  may  have  mistaken  the  Tuscarora 
for  her,  as  she  was  in  that  neighborhood  on  Saturday. 

The  statement  in  one  of  the  slips  I  inclose,  (No.  4,)  of  her  being  off 
the  Giant's  Causeway,  originated  with  a  Mr.  Beasley,  (secessionist,)  who 
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said  some  captain  had  told  him.    Like  the  previous  report  of  her  being 
in  Holyhead,  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  untrue. 

Captain  Bullock,  who  left  here  in  her,  has  returned. 
It  has  been  stated  by  a  person  in  the  confidence  of  these  plotters  that 
she  is  within  300  miles  of  this,  getting  her  armament.   This  is  not  likely, 
but  shall  be  followed  up. 

A  statement  made  by  Mr.  Barnett,  who  engaged  the  crew,  to  a  board- 
ing-house keeper  who  furnished  some  of  the  men,  would  seem  to  indicate 
an  intention  of  trying  to  run  the  blockade.  He  said  all  the  men  who 
did  not  want  to  remain  by  her  when  she  got  to  Nassau  or  Savannah, 
would  be  sent  home  again  with  Captain  Butcher,  who  would  return 
home. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO]\IAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
Per  H.  WILDING, 

Vice-Oonsul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.  ] 

No.  105. J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  August  8,  1862. 
Sm :  There  are  many  rumors  afloat  about  the  gun-boat  No.  290.  Some 
say  that  she  is  still  in  the  channel,  others  that  she  has  gone  to  sea  and 
is  to  meet  one  of  the  steamers  in  mid-ocean  and  there  receive  her  arma- 
ment, but  there  are  none  that  I  think  reliable.  I  am  now  inclined  to 
think  that  she  will  run  into  one  of  the  southern  ports,  but  have  nothing 
definite  or  certain  about  her.  I  have  one  of  the  notes  given  to  the  crew 
at  time  of  shipping.  It  is  inclosed,  marked  No.  3.  In  this  note  she  is 
called  the  Enrica,  which  I  presume  is  to  be  her  name.  I  procured  this 
note,  thinking  it  might  be  of  some  service  in  case  of  her  capture. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure.] 
£2  10s.  M. 

Agreement  made  at  Liverpool,  this  28tli,  day  of  July,  1862. 

Ten  days  after  the  ship  Enrica  sails  from  the  port  of  Liverpool,  the 
undersigned  do  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who 
shall  advance  two  pounds,  ten  shillings,  —  pence  to  James  Daw  on  this 
agreement,  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  ten  shillings,  no  pence,  pro"saded  the 
said  James  Daw  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  port  of  Liver- 
pool. 

MATTHEW  J.  BUTCHEE,  Master. 

Payable  at  Cunard  &  Wilson,  London  and  Liverpool  Chambers,  Ex- 
change. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  108.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  12,  1862. 
Sir:  I  understand  that  Laird's  gun-boat  290  is  somewhere  either  on 
the  coast  of  England  or  Ireland,  and  that  they  are  shipping  to-day  fifty 
more  men,  who  are  to  be  taken  to  her  to-night  on  a  steamer.  I  have 
written  and  telegraphed  this /information  to  Minister  Adams,  and  also 
written  to  Mr.  Graven,  the  captain  of  the  tTuited  States  Ship  Tuscarora, 
off  of  Kingston,  in  Ireland. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  109.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  wrote  you  yesterday  that  they  were  shipping  men  for  the  gun- 
boat No.  290,  and  that  there  were  reasons  to  suppose  that  she  was  some- 
where in  the  channel,  &c.  The  men  were  placed  on  board  of  the  steamer 
Bahama,  which  arrived  at  this  port  a  few  days  ago  loaded  with  cotton. 
This  is  the  same  steamer  that  sailed  from  Hamburg  some  months  ago, 
loaded  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  intended  for  the  rebel  govern- 
ment. She  took  on  cannon,  shot,  and  ammunition,  and  her  coal  yester- 
day, and  shipped  her  crew  and  the  men  intended  for  the  gun-boat  last 
evening,  and  went  out  of  her  dock  at  three  o'clock  this  morning.  I  can- 
not see  her  in  the  river.  She  has  no  doubt  sailed ;  where,  I  do  not 
know,  but  no  doubt  to  some  place  agreed  upon  to  meet  the  gun-boat. 
The  cannon  and  ammunition,  as  well  as  men,  are  intended  for  this  ves- 
sel. There  has  been  as  yet  no  entry  at  customs  of  the  Bahama  to  load, 
much,  less  to  clear,  but  she  is  one  of  the  class  that  seems  to  be  privi- 
leged by  the  authorities  in  this  country.  She  is  a  large  vessel,  over 
seventeen  hundred  tons  burden,  commanded  by  Captain  Tessin. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B. — I  have  learned  that  she  (the  Bahama)  entered  yesterday  to 
load  for  Nassau.    I  have  written  to  Mr.  Adams,  United  States  minister 
at  London,  and  to  the  consul  at  Dublin,  all  the  particulars,  and  from 
time  to  time  sent  telegrams  of  the  movements  here.    The  Tuscarora  was  ■ 
yesterday  in  Dublin  harbor. 
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Jfr.  Budley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

jS"o.  113.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  20, 1862. 
Sir  :  There  is  now  not  much  doubt  but  what  the  steamer  Bahama, 
which  cleared  here  in  so  much  hurry,  is  to  meet  the  gun-boat  290  at  some 
place  agreed  upon.  She  has  the-  armament  and  men  for  her.  I  doubt 
now  whether  she  will  make  the  attempt  to  run  the  blockade.  There  is 
no  necessity  for  her  to  do  it.  She  has  gone  out  without  clearing,  and 
her  armament  and  men  are  in  the  Bahama,  and  as  soon  as  she  gets  them 
she  is  ready  to  commence  her  operations  as  a  privateer.  She  will  make 
the  attempt  to  capture  one  of  the  California;  steamers ;  at  least  this  has 
been  said  by  some  of  their  leading  men  here.  Edwin  Haigh,  the  same 
man  who  pretends  to  own  the  Bermuda,  pretends  to  own  the  Bahama. 
The  register  is  in  his  name,  but  the  vessel  belongs  to  Fraser,  Trenholm 
&Co. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seioard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  122.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  September  2,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  steamer  Bahama  returned  to  this  port  yesterday.  You  will 
see  by  the  inclosed  slip  from  the  newspapers  of  this  day,  that  my  infor- 
mation that  she  was  taking  out  a  part  of  the  armament  and  crew  for  the 
gun-boat  290  was  correct.  The  290  is  now  called  the  Alabama,  and  has 
entered  upon  her  cruise  with  Captain  Semmes,  late  of  the  Sumter,  as 
commander.  There  is  much  rejoicing  over  this  news  among  those  who 
sympathize  with  the  rebels. 

This  steamer  Bahama  is  owned  or  held  by  Edwin  Haigh,  the  same 
man  who  is  now  before  the  prize-court  in  Philadelphia,  claiming,  as 
owner,  the  steamer  Bermuda,  and  who  is  so  anxious  to  use  this  consul- 
ate to  certify  his  papers,  &c. 

The  Bahama  took  out  eight  guns,  which  were  placed  on  board  of  the 
gun-boat. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce,  September  2,  1862.] 

The  Bahama  steamship,  hence  from  ISassau,  has  put  back  from  Angra, 
Terceira,  which  port  she  left  on  the  24th  August,  in  company  with  the 
confederate  gun-boat  Alabama,  Semmes,  commander,  formerly  290,  on 
27  A  C— Yi 
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board  of  whicli  the  Bahama  put  an  armament  of  heavy  guns.  The 
Bahama  also  brings  back  forty  of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama,  one  of  whom 
reports  that  she  proceeded  on  a  cruise  with  a  view  to  the  destruction  of 
American  shipping.  About  one  hundred  and  forty  hands  were  shipped 
at  Tereeira. 


[B.  B.  B.  "Alabama,"  1863,  p.  12.] 
No.  1380. 

Copy  of  letter  from  the  assistant  collector,  Liverpool,  to  the  commissioners 

of  customs. 

Custom-House, 
Liverpool,  September  3,  1802. 
HoNOEABLE  SiES :  With  reference  to  the  collector's  report  of  the  1st 
ultimo,  No.  1237, 1  beg  to  transmit,  for  the. information  of  the  board,  the 
annexed  reports  from  the  surveyor  and  assistant  surveyor,  detailing 
some  information  they  have  obtained  respecting  the  gun-boat  No.  290. 
I  also  inclose  a  specification  of  the  cargo  taken  out  by  the  Bahama,  and 
which,  there  appears  no  reason  to  doubt,  was  transferred  to  the  gun- 
boat. 


Eespectfully, 


W.  G-.  8TEWAET,  Assistant  Collector. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 
Copy  of  report  from  the  assistant  surveyor,  Liverpool. 

Liverpool,  Nelson  Dock, 

September  2,  1862. 

Sm :  I  beg  to  state  that  a  Steamship  called  the  Bahama  arrived  here 
last  evening  from  Angra,  (the  capital  of  the  island  of  Tereeira,  one  of  the 
Azores,)  having  previously  cleared  from  Liverpool  for  Nassau. 

In  consequence  of  a  paragraph  which  appeared  in  the  newspaper  of 
this  morning  in  reference  to  above  vessel,  I  deemed  it  expedient  to  send 
for  the  master,  Tessier,  and  to  inquire  the  nature  of  the  cargo  shipped 
on  board  in  Liverpool.  He  states  that  he  received  sixteen  cases,  the 
contents  of  which  he  did  not  know,  but  presume  they  were  arms,  &c., 
and  after  proceeding  to  the  above  port,  transferred  the  sixteen  cases  to 
a  Spanish  vessel,  and  returned  to  Liverpool  with  a  quantity  of  coals. 

The  master  also  states  that  when  off  the  Western  Islands  he  spoke 
the  confederate  gun-boat  Alabama,  (No.  290,  built  in  Mr.  Laird's  yard^ 
at  Birkenhead,)  heavily  armed,  having  a  one  hundred-pounder  pivot  gun 
mounted  at  her  stern,  which  he  believes  is  intended  to  destroy  some  of 
the  seaport  towns  in  the  Northern  States  of  America. 

The  above  case  having  excited  much  interest  in  the  port,  I  deemed  it 
expedient  to  report  the  facts  for  your  information. 
Eespectfully, 

J.  HUSSET,  Assistant  Surveyor. 
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[In closure  No.  2.] 
Copy  of  report  from  the  surveyor,  Liverpool. 

SxjRVEYOK'g  Office,  September  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  report,  for  your  information,  tliat  tlie British  steamship 
Bahama,  Tessier,  master,  which  vessel  cleared  out  for  Nassau,  and  sailed 
on  the  iSth  ultimo  with  nineteen  cases,  contents  as  per  specification 
annexed,  has  returned  to  this  port  and  entered  inwards,  in  ballast,  from 
Angra. 

The  master  of  her  is  not  disposed  to  enter  very  freely  into  conversa- 
tion upon  the  subject,  but,  from  others  on  board,  there  appears  to  be  no 
doubt  that  the  cases  above  referred  to  were  transferred  to  the  gun-boat 
No.  290. 

Captain  Semmes,  formerly  of  the  confederate  steamer  Sumter,  took 
passage  in  the  Bahama,  together  with  some  fifty  other  persons,  and  they 
are  described  as  being  the  permament  crew  of  the  290,  now  known  as 
the  Alabama. 

Eespectfully, 

E.  MOEGAN,  Surveyor. 


(Inclosure  No.  3.) 

Specijicaiion  of  sMpment  per  Bahama,  11th  August,  1862. 

Cwts.  qrs.  lljs. 
0[B]P        1. — 1  case  containing  1  cast-iron  gun,  weighing..     49    1    14 
2. — 1  case  containing  1  broadside  carriage,  weigh- 
ing      12    0    14 

3. — 1  case  containing  rammers,  sponges,  hand- 
spikes, t&c,  weighing 2    1    14 

0[B]P2       1. — 1  case  containing  least-iron  gun,  weighing..     49    1    14 
2. — 1  case  containing  1  broadside  carriage,  weigh- 
ing      12    0    14 

3. — 1  case  containing  rammers,  sponges,  hand- 
spikes, &c.,  weighing 2    0    10 

0[B]P        lto6. — 6  cases  containing  50  cast  shot,  weighing.    13    1    20 

SOL 
[BJB  1  to  6. — 6  cases  containing  50  cast  shot,  weighing.    17    2      6 

SOL 

[BJB  l.—l  case  containing  brass  vent  covers,  weighing.      0    0      5 

Total  weight 158    1    27 

Total  value,  £220. 


Copy  of  a  letter  frbm  Mr.  Goold,  searcher,  Liverpool. 

Searcher's  Office, 
Liverpool,  September  19,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  state  that  I  have  referred  to  the  manifest  of  the  Bahama, 
which  vessel  cleared  for  Nassau  on  the  12th  ultimo,  and  find  that  Messrs. 
Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  engineers  and  iron-founders,  of  this  town, 
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shipped  ou  board  that  vessel  nineteen  cases,  for  which  they  furnished  a 
bill  of  lading  and  specification,  as  required  by  the  customs  tariff  amend- 
ment act,  1860.  That  document  is  at  present  with  the  examiner  in 
London,  from  whom  it  may  be  obtained  on  application  being  made  for 
file  Ifo.  2736.  I  recollect,  however,  that  the  contents  were  cannon,  &c., 
value  £220. 

The  manifest  shows  no  other  cargo,  except  five  hundred  and  fifty- two 
tons  of  coals,  for  the  consumption  of  the  steamer  herself. 
EespectfuUy  submitted, 

H.  GOOLD,  Office  Searcher. 


No.  1440. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  assistant  collector,  Liverpool,  to  the  commissioners 

of  customs. 

CuSTOM-HoTJSE,  Liverpool,  September  19, 1862. 
Honorable  Sirs:  A  specification  of  the  cargo  taken  out  by  the 
Bahama,  on  the  voyage  herein  alluded  to,  was  transmitted  to  the  board 
with  my  report  of  the  3d  instant,  No.  1380.  I  beg  to  inclose  the  mani- 
fest, showing  that  there  were  nineteen  cases  of  merchandise  on  board. 
The  bills  of  lading  for  these  are  now  with  the  examiner,  but  no  entry 
was  made  of  specie;  the  coals  taken  on  board  were  represented  to  be  for 
the  ship's  use. 

Itespectfully, 

W.  G.  STEWAET, 

Assistant  Collector. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  125.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  September  5, 1862. 
Sir  :  The  Bahama  took  out  from  here  to  the  gun-boat  290,  now  Alaba- 
ma, four  Savannah  pilots,  who  are  now  on  her.  Their  names  are,  two 
Kings,  one  Bormenstein,  the  other  Hardy.  This  would  look  as  if  she 
intended  to  run  into  Savannah.  The  men  who  were  brought  back  from 
the  gunboat  were  all  paid  off,  after  they  arrived,  in  M.  G.  Klingender's 
ofSce,  the  same  man  who  owns,  or  pretends  to  own,  the  steamers 
Gladiator  and  Bonita. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

IsTo.  219.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  5, 1862. 

SiK:  I  presume  tliat  Mr.  Dudley  keeps  the  Government  fully  in- 
formed of  the  change  of  the  chrysalis  290  into  the  butterfly  Alabama, 
on  a  piratical  cruise  against  American  shipping.  It  turned  out,  as  I 
expected,  that  she  did  not  go  to  Nassau.  Her  difficulty  will  be  to  keep 
supplied  with  coals. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  4, 1862. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  letter  received 
from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  together  with  a  depo- 
sition, in  addition  to  the  others  already  submitted  with  my  notes  of  the 
22d  and  24th  of  July,  going  to  show  the  further  prosecution  of  the  ille- 
gal and  hostile  measures  against  the  United  States  in  connection  with 
the  outfit  of  the  gun-boat  No.  290  from  the  port  of  Liverpool.  It  now 
appears  that  supplies  are  in  x^rocess  of  transmission  from  here  to  a  ves- 
sel fitted  out  from  England,  and  now  sailing  on  the  high  seas,  with  the 
piratical  intent  to  burn  and  destroy  the  property  of  the  people  of  a 
country  with  which  Her  Majesty  is  in  alliance  and  friendship.  I  pray 
your  lordship's  pardon  if  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  I  have 
not  yet  received  any  reply  in  writing  to  the  several  notes  and  represen- 
tations I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  Her  Majesty's  government 
touching  this  flagrant  case. 

I  beg  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the  assurance  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Dudley  to  2Ir.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  September  3,  1802. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  obtained  the  affidavit  of  the  boatswain's  mate  who 
shipped  in  and  went  out  on  the  No.  290,  now  called  the  Alabama.  I  in- 
close it  to  you,  with  bill  for  his  services,  signed  by  Captain  Butcher.  He 
returned  on  the  Bahama.  He  states  that  the  Alabama  is  to  cruise  on 
the  line  of  packets  from  Liverpool  to  New  York ;  that  Semmes  told  them 
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SO.  This  may  have  been  said  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  us.  The 
bark  that  took  out  the  guns  and  coal  is  to  carry  out  another  cargo  of 
coal  to  her ;  is  to  take  it  on  either  at  Cardiff  or  Troon,  near  Greenock, 
in  Scotland ;  the  bark,  to  meet  the  Alabama  near  the  same  island  where 
the  armament  was  put  on  board,  or  at  least  in  that  neighborhood. 
There  will  be  no  dififlculty  to  get  other  testimony,  if  it  is  required. 
I  am,  &c., 

THOS.  H.  DUDLEY, 

P.  S. — There  were  two  American  vessels  in  sight  when  they  parted 
with  the  Alabama,  which  Captain  Semmes  said  he  would  take.  They, 
no  doubt,  were  taken  and  destroyed,  the  first  fruits  from  this  vessel. 

T.  H.  D. 

Note. — It  was  the  "bark  Agrippina,  Captain  McQaeen,  from  London. — T.  H.  D. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Deposition  of  Henry  Redden. 

Henry  Eedden  says :  I  reside  at  16  Hook  street,  Vauxhall  Eoad, 
and  am  a  seaman.  In  April  last  I  shipped  as  boatswain's  mate  of  a  ves- 
sel lying  in  Laird's  Dock  at  Birkenhead,  known  as  290,  and  worked  on 
board  until  she  sailed.  We  sailed  from  Liverpool  about  28th  June. 
Captain  Butcher  was  master ;  Mr.  Low,  a  southerner,  was  mate ;  Mr. 
Lawrence  Young  was  purser.  A  Captain  Bullock  went  out  with  us,  but 
left  with  the  pilot  at  Giant's  Cove,  near  Londonderry.  There  were  five 
ladies  and  a  number  of  gentlemen  went  with  us  as  far  as  the  Bell  Buoy. 
We  went  first  to  Malfre  Bay,  near  Point  Lynas,  when  we  anchored  and 
remained  about  thirty  hours.  The  Hercules  tug  brought  down  about 
forty  men  to  us  there ;  nothing  else  was  then  taken  on  board.  Her  crew 
then  numbered  ninety  men,  of  whom  thirty-six  were  sailors.  She  had 
no  guns  on  board  then,  nor  powder,  nor  ammunition.  We  left  Malfre 
Bay  on  the  Thursday  night  at  12  o'clock,  and  steered  for  the  North 
Channel.  We  discharged  Captain  Bullock  and  the  pilot  on  Saturday 
afternoon.  We  first  steered  down  the  South  Channel  as  far  as  Bardsea, 
when  we  'bout  ship  and  steered  north.  From  Derry  we  cruised  about 
until  we  arrived  at  Angra,  eleven  days  after  leaving  Holyhead.    About 

four  days  after  we  arrived  an  English  bark,   ,   Captain   Quinn, 

arrived  from  London  with  six  guns,  two  of  them  98-pounders  (one  rifled 
and  the  other  smooth-bore)  pivot  guns,  and  four  38-pounder  breech  guns, 
smooth-bore  broadside  guns,  two  hundred  or  three  hundred  barrels  of 
powder,  seveial  cases  of  shot,  a  quantity  of  slops,  two  hundred  tons  of 
coal.  She  came  alongside  and  made  fast.  We  were  anchored  in  Angra 
Bay,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  from  shore.  After  being 
there  about  a  week,  and  while  we  were  taking  the  guns  and  ammuni- 
tion on  board,  the  authorities  ordered  us  away.  We  went  outside,  and 
returned  at  night.  The  bark  was  kept  lashed  alongside,  and  we  took 
the  remainder  of  the  guns,  &c.,  on  board  as  we  could.  While  we  were 
discharging  the  bark,  the  steanler  Bahama,  Captain  Tessier,  arrived  from 
Liverpool.  Captain  Bullock,  Captain  Semmes,  and  forty-eight  men  came 
in  her.  She  also  brought  two  38-pouuder  guns,  smooth-bore,  and  two 
safes  full  of  money  in  gold.  She  had  a  safe  on  board  before,  taken  on 
board  at  Birkenhead.  The  Bahama  was  flying  the  British  flag.  The 
Bahama  towed  the  bark  to  another  place  in  the  island,  and  we  followed. 
The  next  morning  we  were  ordered  away  from  there,  and  went  to  sea 
until  night,  when  we  returned  to  Angra  Bay.    The  Bahama,  after  tow- 
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iDg  the  bark  away  the  evening  of  her  arrival,  came  back  to  the  Alaba- 
ma, or  290,  in  Angra  Bay,  made  fast  alongside  of  her,  and  discharged 
the  guns  on  board  of  her  and  the  money.  The  men  struck  for  wages, 
and  would  not  then  go  on  board.  There  were  four  engineers,  a  boat- 
swain, and  captain's  clerk  named  Smith,  also  came  in  the  Bahama,  and 
they  were  taken  on  board  the  same  evening.  All  three  vessels  continued 
to  fly  the  British  flag  the  whole  time.  The  guns  were  mounted  as  soon 
as  they  were  taken  on  board.  They  were  busy  at  work  getting  them 
and  the  Alabama  or  290  ready  for  fighting,  while  the  Bahama  and  the 
bark  were  alongside.  On  the  Sunday  afternoon  following  (last  Sunday 
week)  Captain  Semmes  called  all  hands  aft,  and  the  confederate  flag 
was  hoisted,  the  band  playing  "  Dixie's  Land."  Captain  Semmes  ad- 
dressed the  men,  and  said  he  was  deranged  in  his  mind  to  see  his  coun- 
try going  to  ruin,  and  had  to  steal  out  of  Liverpool  like  a  thief.  That 
instead  of  them  watching  him,  he  was  now  going  after  them.  He  wanted 
all  of  us  to  join  him — that  he  was  going  to  sink,  burn,  and  destroy  all 
his  enemy's  property,  and  that  any  that  went  with  him  was  entitled  to 
two-twentieths  prize  money.  It  did  not  matter  whether  the  prize  was 
sunk,  or  burned,  or  sold,  the  prize  money  was  to  be  paid.  That  there 
were  only  four  or  five  northern  ships  that  he  was  afraid  of.  He  said  he 
did  not  want  any  to  go  that  was  not  willing  to  fight,  and  there  was  a 
steamer  alongside  to  take  them  back  if  they  were  not  willing.  The  ves- 
sel was  all  this  time  steaming  to  sea,  with  the  Bahama  at  a  short  dis- 
tance. Forty-eight  men,  most  of  them  firemen,  refused  to  go,  and  an 
hour  afterward  were  put  on  board  the  Bahama.  I  refused  to  go,  and 
came  back  with  the  rest  in  the  Bahama.  Captain  Butcher,  Captain 
Bullock,  and  all  the  English  engineers  came  with  us,  and  landed  here 
on  Monday  morning.  When  we  left  the  Alabama  she  was  all  ready  for 
fighting,  and  steering  to  sea.  I  heard  Captain  Semmes  say  he  was 
going  to  cruise  in  the  track  of  the  ships  going  from  New  York  to  Liver- 
pool, and  Liverpool  to  Xew  York.  The  Alabama  never  steamed  while 
I  was  in  her  more  than  eleven  knots,  and  cannot  make  any  more.  We 
signed  articles  while  in  Malfre  Bay  for  Nassau  or  an  intermediate  port. 
Captain  Butcher  got  us  to  sign.  The  provisions  were  put  on  board  at 
Laird's  yard  before  sailing;  they  were  for  six  months.  When  we  left 
her  she  had  about  ninety  men,  and  eight  guns  mounted,  three  on  each 
side,  and  two  pivots. 

HENEY  EEDDEN. 

Declared  and  subscribed  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  the  3d  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1862,  before  me. 

WILLIAM  G.  BATESOX, 

Notary  Public  and  a  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

ACCOUNT. 

August  31. — Henry  Redden,  at  £6  per  month. 

£  s.  d. 

One  month  and  five  days  at  4s 7  0  0 

Advance  £Q ;  tobacco  Is.  8d C  1  8 

Amount  due 0  18    4 


MATTHEW  JAMES  BUTCHER, 

iMaster  of  Steamship  290, 
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Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Oeeice,  September  22,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
4th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  United  States  consul 
at  Liverpool,  together  with  the  deposition  of  Henry  Redden,  respecting 
the  supply  of  cannon  and  munitions  of  war  to  the  gun-boat  No.  290.  You 
also  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  you  have  not  yet  received  any  reply 
to  the  representations  you  have  addressed  to  Her  Majesty's  government 
upon  the  subject. 

I  had  the  honor,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
23d  of  June,  to  state  to  you  that  the  matter  had  been  referred  to  the 
proper  department  of  Her  Maj  esty 's  government  for  investigation.  Your 
subsequent  letters  were  also  at  once  forwarded  to  that  department,  but, 
as  you  were  informed  in  my  letter  of  the  28th  of  July,  it  was  requisite, 
before  any  active  steps  could  be  taken  in  the  matter,  to  consult  the  law 
ofQcers  of  the  Grown.  This  could  not  be  done  until  sufdcient  evidence 
had  been  collected,  and,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  some  time  was 
necessarily  spent  in  procuring  it.  The  report  of  the  law  ofiBcers  was 
not  received  until  the  29th  of  July,  and,  on  the  same  day,  a  telegraphic 
message  was  forwarded  to  Her  Majesty's  government,  stating  that  the 
vessel  had  sailed  that  morning.  Instructions  were  then  dispatched  to 
Ireland  to  detain  the  vessel  should  she  put  into  Queenstown,  and  simi- 
lar instructions  have  been  sent  to  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  in  case 
of  her  visiting  Nassau.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  vessel  did  not  go 
to  Queenstown,  as  had  been  expected,  and  nothing  has  been  since  heard 
of  her  movements. 

The  officers  of  customs  will  now  be  directed  to  report  upon  the  further 
evidence  forwarded  by  you.  I  shall  not  fail  to  inform  you  of  the  result 
of  the  inquiry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  ponsideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant. 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  «fic.,  &c. 


RUSSELL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Eussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  30,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
of  another  deposition  taken  at  Liverpool,  before  the  collector  of  the  ijort, 
which,  in  connection  with  the  papers  heretofore  presented,  goes  to 
establish,  beyond  reasonable  doubt,  the  fact  that  the  insurgents  in  the 
United  States,  and  their  coadjutors  at  that  place,  have  been  engaged  in 
fitting  out  vessels  at  that  port  to  make  war  on  the  United  States,  in 
utter  contempt  of  the  law  and  of  Her  Majesty's  injunctions  in  her  pro- 
clamation. I  expect  to  be  in  possession  of  some  stronger  evidence  of 
the  same  nature  in  relation  to  past  transactions,  which  I  hope  to  be  able 
likewise  to  submit  in  a  few  days. 

The  injuries  to  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  subjected 
by  the  unfortunate  delays  experienced  in  the  case  of  my  remonstrance 
against  the  fitting  out  of  the  gun-boat  290,  now  called  the  confederate 
steamer  Alabama,  are  just  beginning  to  be  reported.    I  last  night 
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received  intelligence  from  Gibraltar  that  this  vessel  has  destroyed  ten 
whaling  ships  in  the  course  of  a  short  time  at  the  Azores. 

I  have  strong  reasons  to  believe  that  still  other  enterprises  of  the  same 
kind  are  in  progress  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  at  this  time.  Indeed, 
they  have  obtained  so  much  notoriety  as  to  be  openly  announced  in  the 
newspapers  of  Liverpool  and  London.  In  view  of  the  very  strong  legal 
opinion  which  I  had  the  honor  to  present  to  your  lordship's  considera- 
tion, it  is  impossible  that  all  these  things  should  not  excite  great  atten- 
tion in  the  United  States.  I  very  much  fear  they  will  impress  the  people 
and  the  Government  with  a  belief,  however  unfounded,  that  their  just 
claims  on  the  neutrality  of  Great  Britain  have  not  been  sufficiently  esti- 
mated. The  extent  to  which  Her  Majesty's  flag  and  some  of  her  ports 
have  been  used  to  the  end  of  carrying  on  hostile  operations  is  so  univer- 
sally understood,  that  I  deem  it  unnecessary  further  to  dwell  upon  it. 
But  in  the  spirit  of  friendliness  with  which  I  have  ever  been  animated 
toward  Her  Majesty's  government,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  omit  no  oppor- 
tunity of  urging  the  manifestation  of  its  well-known  energy  in  uphold- 
ing those  laws  of  neutrality  upon  which  alone  the  reciprocal  confidence 
of  nations  can  find  a  permanent  basis. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

'  CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


[Inclosure.] 
Deposition  of  George  King. 

George  King,  of  91  Clarence  street,  Edge  Hill,  Liverpool,  states  that 
about  12th  August  last  he  was  engaged  by  Mr.  Barnett  of  Liverpool 
to  go  on  a  secret  expedition  at  £4  10s.  a  month.  Was  not  told 
where  he  was  going  to,  but  understood  he  was  going  to  the  screw- 
steamer  290  to  run  the  blockade.  Was  ordered  to  be  at  the  landing 
stage  at  12  the  next  night,  to  go  in  a  steamer.  Asked  where  they 
were  going  to,  and  was  told  they  were  going  to  have  some  fun ;  that  was 
all  he  was  told.  Went  to  the  stage  on  the  next  night  as  ordered, 
and  about  midnight  went  off  in  a  tug-boat  to  screw-steamer  Bahama, 
lying  off  the  Eock.  Sailed  about  6  the  next  morning.  When  we  got  to 
Terceira  we  found  the  290  there  with  a  bark  alongside.  Don't  know  the 
bark's  name,  but  saw  Bristol  on  her  stern.  As  soon  as  we  got  there 
Captain  Semmes  told  us  the  290  was  a  confederate  gun-boat,  and  was 
going  on  a  three  years'  cruise  ;  that  every  vessel  she  took  or  destroyed 
would  be  valued,  and  one-half  go  to  the  confederate  government  and  the 
other  half  to  the  crew  of  the  gun-boat.  Only  about  fifteen  or  sixteen 
signed.then.  Captain  BuUock  was  present  when  this  was  done.  This 
was  on  board  the  Bahama.  Subsequently  other  men  signed.  I  and 
about  eight  others  refused  to  go  when  we  found  Avhat  the  290  was  going 
for.  The  first  night,  in  the  dark,  the  three  cases  were  discharged  from 
the  Bahama  into  the  gun-boat.  She  had  no  guns  fitted  then.  The  Bristol 
bark  was  lashed  alongside,  and  I  saw  them  take  guns,  shot,  and  shell, 
out  of  her  into  the  gun-boat.  Saw  one  of  the  boxes  taken  out  of  the  Ba- 
hama opened,  and  it  contained  the  machinery  for  the  swivel  guns.  I 
saw  the  same  machinery  fitted  for  the  swivel  guns  on  the  gun-boat.    I 
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saw  the  guns  taken  from  the  bark  fitted  on  the  gun-boat.  I  did  not  see 
the  other  boxes  from  the  Bahama  opened,  but  know  they  contained  guns, 
and  saw  them  fitted  on  board  the  290.  Saw  Captain  Bullock  superin- 
tending the  fitting  and  arming  the  gun-boat  290.  Captain  Butcher  was 
also  there,  and  managed  the  vessel  while  she  was  being  armed.  She 
kept  sailing  about  during  the  day  with  the  bark  alongside,  and  at  night 
anchored  in  some  of  the  bays.  They  worked  day  and  most  of  the  night. 
The  three  vessels  flew  the  British  flag  all  the  tinie  the  290  was  arming, 
and  until  the  Sunday  we  left  her  outside  Terceira  Bay.  About  1  o'clock 
on  that  day,  I  think  about  24th  August,  the  290  fired  a  gun,  hauled 
down  the  British  flag,  and  hoisted  the  confederate  flag  at  the  peak,  the  St. 
George's  cross  at  the  fore,  and  a  pennant  at  the  main.  She  was  then  just 
outside  the  bay,  steering  to  sea.  Captain  Bullock  and  Captain  Butcher 
were  still  on  board  of  her.  We  kept  company  with  her  until  about  12 
that  night,  when  Captains  Bullock  and  Butcher  left  her  and  came  on 
board  the  Bahama,  and  came  back  with  us  to  Liverpool.  "When  I  was 
engaged  by  Mr.  Barnett  he  gave  me  a  note  payable  six  days  after  the 
Bahama  sailed,  at  an  office  in  Water  street.  My  brother  received  the 
money  for  the  note.  I  never  signed  any  articles  or  agreement  of  any 
kind. 

GEOKGE  KmG. 

Signed  and  declared  before  me,  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  this 
27th  day  of  September,  1802. 

S.  PEIOE  EDWAEDS,  Collector. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

EoEEiGN  Office,  October  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  inclosing  a  copy  of  another  deposition,  taken  before  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  Liverpool,  Avith  reference  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  gun-boat  290,  and  further  expressing  the  belief  that  enterprises  of  a 
similar  kind  are  in  course  of  progress  in  the  ports  of  the  United  King- 
dom ;  and  I  have  to  state  to  you  that,  much  as  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment desire  to  prevent  such  occurences,  they  are  unable  to  go  beyond 
the  law,  municipal  aud  international. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant. 


Charles  Fraj'cis  Adajis,  Esq.,  &c.,  d-c,  dr. 


EUSSELL. 


]\lr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  9,  1862. 
My  Lord  :  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  a  copy 
of  an  intercepted  letter*  which  I  have  received  from  my  Government, 

*  For  copy  of  letter  see  yol  3,  p.  52  and  ante,  p.  254,  iiacler  Florida. 
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being  the  further  evidence  to  which  I  made  allusion  in  my  note  to  your 
lordship  of  the  30th  of  September,  as  substantiating  the  allegations  made 
of  the  infringements  of  the  enlistment  law  by  the  insurgents  of  the 
United  States  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain.  I  am  well  aware  of  the  fact 
to  which  your  lordship  calls  my  attention  in  the  note  of  the  4th  instant, 
the  reception  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  that  Her  Majes- 
ty's government  are  unable  to  go  beyond  the  law,  municipal  and  inter- 
national, in  preventing  enterprises  of  the  kind  referred  to.  But  in  the 
representations  which  I  have  had  the  honor  lately  to  make,  I  beg  to 
remind  your  lordship  that  I  base  them  upon  evidence  which  applies 
directly  to  infringements  of  municipal  law  itself,  and  not  to  anything 
beyond  it.  The  consequence  of  an  omission  to  enforce  its  penalties  is, 
therefore,  necessarily  that  heretofore  pointed  out  by  eminent  counsel,  to 
wit,  that  "  the  law  is  little  better  than  a  dead  letter,"  a  result  against 
which  "  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  serious  ground  of 
remonstrance." 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  FEANGIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussbll,  (fee,  <&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

N"o.  212.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  now  transmit  copies  of  further  notes  on  the  subject  of  the  gun- 
boat 290,  in  continuation  of  those  sent  with  my  dispatch  No.  227  of  the 
26th  of  September.  It  is  very  manifest  that  no  disposition  exists  here 
to  apply  the  powers  of  the  government  to  the  investigation  of  the  acts 
complained  of,  flagrant  as  they  are,  or  to  the  prosecution  of  the  offenders. 
The  main  object  must  now  be  to  make  a  record  which  may  be  of  use  at 
some  future  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WixLiAJM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[luclosure  No.  1.] 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  October  9, 1862. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  to  you  of  the  22d  ultimo,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the  board 
of  treasury,  forwarding  the  copy  of  a  report  from  Her  Majesty's  com- 
missioners of  customs  relative  to  the  supply  of  cannon  and  munitions 
of  war  to  the  gun-boat  290. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

obedient,  humble  servant, 

'  EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  &c.,  &c. 
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[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Treasury  Chambers,  September  29, 1862, 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  and  previous 
correspondence,  I  am  directed  by  the  lords,  &c.,  to  transmit  herewith, 
for  the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  copy  of  a  report,  No.  478,  dated 
2oth  instant,  of  the  commissioners  of  customs  relative  to  the  supply  of 
cannon,  &c.,  to  the  gun-boat  No.  290. 
I  am,  «&c., 

GEO.  A.  HAMILTON. 


[laclosure  No.  3.] 

No.  478.]  CusTOM-HousE,  September  23,  1862. 

Your  lordships  having,  by  Mr.  Arbuthnot's  letter  of  the  16th  instant, 
transmitted  to  us,  with  reference  to  Mr.  Hamilton's  letter  of  the  2d 
ultimo,  the  inclosed  communication  from  the  Foreign  Office,  with  copies 
of  a  further  letter  and  its  iuclosures  from  the  United  States  minister  at 
this  court  respecting  the  supply  of  cannon  and  munitions  of  war  to  the 
gun  boat  No.  290,  recently  built  at  Liverpool,  and  now  in  the  service  of 
the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America;  and  your  lordships  having 
desired  that  we  would  take  such  steps  as  might  seem  to  be  required,  in 
view  of  the  facts  therein  represented,  and  report  the  result  to  your  lord- 
ships, we  have  now  to  report : 

That,  assuming  the  statement  set  forth  in  the  affidavit  of  Eedden, 
(who  sailed  from  Liverpool  in  the  vessel,)  which  accompanied  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's letter  to  Earl  Eussell,  to  be  correct,  the  furnishing  of  arms,  &c.,  to 
the  gun-boat  does  not  appear  to  have  taken  place  in  any  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  or  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions,  but  in  or  near  Angra 
Bay,  part  of  the  Azores,  part  of  the  Portuguese  dominions.  No  offense, 
therefore,  cognizable  by  the  laws  of  this  country,  appears  to  have  been 
committed  by  the  parties  engaged  in  the  transaction  alluded  to  in  the 
affidavit. 

With  respect  to  the  allegation  of  Redden  that  the  arms,  &c.,  were 
shipped  on  board  the  290  in  Angra  Bay,  partly  from  a  bark  (name  not 
given)  which  arrived  there  from  London,  commanded  by  a  Captain 
Quinn,  and  partly  from  the  steamer  Bahama,  from  Liverpool,  we  beg 
to  state  that  no  vessel  having  a  master  named  Quinn  can  be  traced  as 
having  sailed  from  this  port  for  foreign  jsarts  during  the  last  six  months ; 
the  Knight  Errant,  Captain  Qidne,  a  vessel  of  1,342  tons  burden,  cleared 
for  Calcutta  on  the  12th  of  April  last,  with  a  general  cargo,  such  as  is 
usually  exported  to  the  East  Indies ;  but  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
from  the  entries,  she  had  neither  gunpowder  nor  cannon  on  board. 

The  Bahama  steamer  cleared  from  Liverpool  on  the  12th  ultimo  for 
Nassau.  We  find  that  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  engineers  and 
iron  founders,  of  Liverpool,  shipped  on  board  that  vessel  nineteen  cases 
containing  guns,  gun-carriages,  shot,  rammers,  &c.,  weighing  in  all  158 
cwt.  1  qr.  27  lbs. ;  there  was  no  other  cargo  on  board  except  552  tons  of 
coals,  for  the  use  of  the  ship ;  and  the  above-mentioned  goods  having 
been  regularly  cleared  for  Nassau  in  compliance  with  the  customs  law, 
our  officers  could  have  no  power  to  interfere  with  their  shipment. 

With  reference  to  the  further  statement  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Dudley, 
the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  that  the  bark  that  took 
out  the  guns  and  coals  is  to  carry  out  another  cargo  of  coals  to  the  gun- 
boat 290,  either  from  Cardili'  or  Troon,  near  Greenock,  we  have  only  to 
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remark  that  there  would  be  great  difficulty  iu  ascertaining  the  intention 
of  any  parties  making  such  a  shipment ;  and  we  do  not  apprehend  that 
our  officers  would  have  any  power  of  interfering  with  it,  were  the  coals 
cleared  outwards  for  some  foreign  port  in  compliance  with  the  law. 

F.  GOULBUEN. 

W.  E.  GEEY,     . 
To  the  Lords,  (fee,  <6c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  24J:.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  23, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  now  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  Eussell's  note  to  me  of  the  16th  in- 
stant, in  reply  to  mine  of  the  9th,  a  copy  of  which  was  forwarded  with 
my  dispatch  No.  238,  of  the  10th  of  October.  The  attitude  of  indifference 
to  the  consequences  of  their  own  inaction  under  the  provisions  of  the 
enlistment  law  is  continued,  and  will  probably  remain  to  the  last.  In 
the  mean  time  the  vessel  which  was  suffered  to  escape  is  continuing  its 
piratical  ravages  on  the  ocean.  Mr.  Dudley  will  send  you  further  par- 
ticulars received  by  the  captain  of  the  ship  Emily  Farnum,  who  has 
arrived  at  Liverpool.  I  know  not  what  has  become  of  the  Tuscarora. 
The  probabilities  are  that  the  next  attack  will  be  made  on  the  California 
steamers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure.] 
Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  October  16, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
9th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  which  you  had 
received  from  the  United  States  Government,  being  the  further  evidence 
with  regard  to  the  gun-boat  No.  290,  to  which  you  alluded  in  your  jjre- 
vious  communication  to  me  of  the  30th  ultimo ;  and  with  reference  to 
your  observations  with  regard  to  the  infringement  of  the  enlistment  law, 
I  have  to  remark  that  it  is  true  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  or  any  other 
act  for  the  same  purpose,  can  be  evaded  by  very  subtle  contrivances ; 
but  Her  Majesty's  government  cannot,  on  that  account,  go  beyond  the 
letter  of  the  existing  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  <£c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  30, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  likewise  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  con- 
sideration another  note  from  Mr.  Dudley,  of  the  28th  instant,  transmit- 
ting copies  of  certain  papers  which  appear  to  prove  quite  conclusively 
the  relation  of  certain  persons  in  Liverpool,  whose  names  appear  therein, 
to  the  insurgent  authorities  in  the  United  States.  It  thus  appears  that 
the  same  individuals  who  were  concerned  in  the  outfit  and  departure  of 
the  gunboat  "No.  290"  are  those  now  mentioned  as  directing  the 
outfit  of  the  Alexandra.  I  would  most  especially  solicit  your  lord- 
ship's attention  to  the  letter  of  instruction  signed  by  James  D.  Bullock, 
and  dated  28th  of  July,  1862.  This  was  the  day  before  the  departure 
of  No.  290  from  Liverpool.  The  directions  to  enlist  her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, together  with  the  means  to  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  persuade 
them  to  carry  on  war  against  the  people  of  a  friendly  nation,  are  most 
particularly  deserving  of  notice.  As  connecting  the  links  of  evidence 
touching  the  purposes  of  the  parties  at  Liverpool,  the  allegation  of  the 
dispatch  of  the  Agrippina  from  Liverpool,  with  the  necessary  objects  to 
complete  the  warlike  equipment  of  No.  290,  seems  to  be  of  essential 
value. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELBS  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eakl  Eussbll,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


[Inolosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  28, 1863. 
Sir:  I  inclose  you  copies  of  certain  papers  that  came  into  my  posses- 
sion yesterday.    The  letter  from  Bullock  to  Mallory  is  merely  a  copy 
kept  by  Mr.  Yonge,  who  was  at  the  time  acting  as  Captain  Bullock's 
secretary.    The  others  are  original.    They  are  all  genuine. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  C.  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 

N.  B. — The  steamer  Peterhoff,  that  they  are  talking  about  so  much, 
took  out  a  cargo  of  arms,  &c.,  from  Hull  or  London ;  ran  them  into 
Charleston  through  the  blockade,  and  returned  to  this  port  with  cotton. 
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[luclosure  No.  2.] 
Captain  Bulloclc  to  Mr.  Mallory. 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  January  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  Day  before  yesterday  I  -went  down  to  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear 
Kiver  to  examine  the  present  position  of  the  blockading  squadron,  and 
to  learn  something  of  their  general  movements.  As  the  depth  of  water 
over  New  Inlet  Bar  is  less  than  the  draught  of  the  Annie  Ohilds,  I 
merely  noted  the  fact  that  two  bark-rigged  gun-boats  were  anchored  oif 
that  entrance,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  the  mouth  of  the  main  river.  I 
returned  to  the  city  last  night,  and  regret  to  report  that  the  enemy  are 
very  active  and  watchful,  and  lie  ia  such  a  position  as  to  forbid  any 
attempt  to  run  out,  except  under  very  fortuitous  circumstances  of 
weather.  Two  gun-boats  are  now  lying  about  one  mile  west-southwest 
from  the  bar,  and  one  of  them  practiced  target  firing  for  two  or  three 
hours  on  Tuesday,  at  a  house  on  the  beach.  The  guns  used  were  11- 
inch  and  6|-inch  rifled,  as  proved  by  shells  picked  up  in  the  woods. 
The  firing  was  excellent  in  range  and  direction,  the  distance  being  two 
miles  and  the  house  being  completely  riddled.  To-day  the  Annie  Childs 
is  ready  for  sea,  and  it  is  Captain  Hammer's  intention  to  drop  her  down 
at  high  water  to-morrow,. as  far  as  the  bends  of  the  river  will  afford  con- 
cealment from  the  enemy's  glasses  off  the  bar,  and  there  to  await  the 
first  favorable  chance  to  slip  out.  Captain  Hammer  has  had  much  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  a  pilot,  and  even  now  is  not  Sure  of  the  one  he  has 
engaged  for  the  voyage,  several  having  already  begged  off  after  positive 
engagements  to  go.  In  such  adventures  as  these  all  must  necessarily 
be  of  willing  minds.  I  cannot,  sir,  exaggerate  the  relief  I  will  experience 
in  being  rid  of  all  such  obstacles  as  are  beyond  my  own  judgment  and 
control,  nor  the  intense  satisfaction  with  which  I  will  hail  the  first  plunge 
of  the  deep-sea  lead,  with  its  assurance  that  the  Annie  Childs  is  free 
from  skittish  pilots  as  well  as  blockaders.  Midshipman  Maffit  has  this 
morning  reported  to  me  for  duty.  I  have  directed  Mr.  Yonge  to  open 
a  regular  i^ay-roU,  and  to  take  up  all  the  officers'  accounts.  Will  you 
please  inform  me  whether  they  are  to  draw  sea  pay  from  date  of 
orders,  or  from  the  time  of  joining  a  ship  in  England.  I  will  have  no 
funds  for  pay  accounts  here,  but  I  hope  to  get  off  so  soon  as  not  to  make 
it  necessary  to  draw  for  any.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  appoint  a  sailing 
day,  but  as  no  opportunity  will  be  lost  I  may  not  be  able  to  write  you 
again,  but  will  arrange  to  have  a  telegraph  sent  you  whenever  the  ship 
gets  out. 

As  I  go  down  in  the  ship  to-morrow,  you  will  please  direct  any  further 
communication  to  care  of  Howell,  of  this  place,  who  will  forward  all 
letters  to  me  at  Smithville. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  BULLOCK. 

Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  N'avy. 
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'  [Inolosure  No.  3.] 

Becei2}t  of  money  from  Clarence  Yonge. 

Liverpool,  July  9, 1862. 
Eeceived  from  Clarence  E.  Yonge,  assistant  paymaster  Confederate 
States  navy,  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  on  account  of  pay  and  travel. 
£20. 

WILLIAM  ANDEEWS,  G.  S.  i^., 

Acting  Master  Confederate  States  Navy. 

Approved :  and  Clarence  E.  Yonge,  assistant  paymaster  Confederate 
States  navy,  will  pay  the  above  amount,  twenty  pounds,  to  William 
Andrews,  acting  midshipman  Confederate  States  navy. 

JAMES  H.  NOETH,  G.  S.  N. 


[Inclosure  No.  4.] 
Captain  BullocTc  to  G.  JR.  Yonge. — Instructions. 

Liverpool,  July  28, 1862. 

Sir:  You  will  join  the  steamship  Alabama,  temporarily  under  the 
orders  of  Captain  W.  J.  Butcher,  and  proceed  in  her  to  sea.  The  Ala- 
bama may  have  to  cruise  several  days  in  the  British  Channel  and  to 
touch  at  one  or  two  ports;  during  this  time  you  are  strictly  enjoined  not 
to  mention  that  you  are  in  any  way  connected  with  Confederate  States 
navy,  but  you  will  simply  act  as  the  purser  of  a  private  ship.  In  this 
capacity  you  will  keep  accounts  of  all  moneys  paid,  and  you  will  assist 
Captain  Butcher  in  any  way  he  may  desire.  You  have  been  provided 
with  an  invoice  of  everything  now  on  board  the  Alabama,  as  well  as  the 
cargo  shipped  on  board  the  brig  Agrii^pina,  which  vessel  you  wUl  meet 
at  the  port  to  which  the  Alabama  is  bound.  The  invoice  of  the  Agrip- 
pina's  cargo  gives  the  mark  and  number  of  every  case  and  bale,  the  con- 
tents of  each,  and  the  part  of  the  vessel  in  which  it  is  stowed.  You  will 
endeavor  to  make  yourself  fully  acquainted  with  the  invoices,  and 
examine  the  store-rooms,  so  that  you  will  be  able  to  give  suflBLcient  aid 
in  getting  everything  in  its  proper  place  when  the  transfer  of  stores  is 
made.  When  the  Alabama  is  fairly  at  sea,  you  will  mix  freely  with  the 
forward  and  petty  officers,  show  interest  in  their  comfort  and  welfare, 
and  endeavor  to  excite  their  interest  in  the  approaching  cruise  of  the 
ship ;  talk  to  them  of  the  Southern  States,  and  how  they  are  fighting 
against  great  odds  for  only  what  every  Englishman  enjoys,  "liberty;" 
tell  them  that  at  their  port  of  destination  a  distinguished  officer  of  the 
Confederate  States  navy  will  take  command  of  the  ship,  and  he  will  ask 
them  to  ship  for  a  cruise  in  which  they  will  have  the  most  active  service 
and  be  well  taken  care  of.  I  do  not  mean  that  you  are  to  make  the  men 
set  speeches,  or  be  constantly  talking  to  them;  but  in  your  position  you 
may  throw  out  to  leading  men  hints  of  the  above  tenor,  which  will  be 
circulated  upon  the  berth  deck.  Seamen  are  very  impressionable,  and 
can  be  easily  influenced  by  a  litte  tact  and  management. 
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When  Captain  Semmes  joins  you  will  at  once  report  to  him,  and  act, 
thereafter,  under  his  instructions.  He  will  be  a  stranger  to  the  ship  and 
crew,  and  will  be  in  a  position  of  great  responsibility  and  embarrass- 
ment. You  have  it  in  your  power  to  smooth  away  some  of  his  difficul- 
ties in  advance,  especially  in  having  all  the  stores  and  cargo  of  the  ship 
in  an  orderly  state,  and  the  men  settled  and  well  disposed,  and  I  confi- 
dently rely  upon  your  exertions  to  bring  about  such  a  state  of  things. 
You  will  consider  yourself  as  temporarily  under  the  orders  of  Captain 
Butcher,  in  whom  I  place  great  confidence ;  and  by  strict  attention  to 
your  duties  and  the  display  of  zeal  and  judgment  in  their  execution  you 
will  evince  a  just  appreciation  of  the  trust  reposed  in  you,  and  will  prove 
that  your  appointment  to  so  important  a  post  has  been  deserved.  Wish- 
ing you.every  success. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  BULLOCK, 
Commander  Confederate  States  Navy. 

C.  R.  YONGE, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster. 


[luolosure  No.  5.] 

Bulloclc  to  Yonge,  appointing  Mm  acting  assistant  paymaster. 

LiVBKPOOL,  July  30,  1862. 
Sir  :  By  virtue  of  authority  granted  me  by  the  Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 
secretary  of  the  navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  I  hereby  appoint  you 
an  acting  assistant  paymaster.    This  appointment  to  date  from  the  21st 
day  December,  1861. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMBS  D.  BULLOCK, 
Commander  Confederate  States  Navy. 

To  Clakence  R.  Yowge, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Confederate  States  Navy. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Yonge  reported  to  me  for  duty  on  board 
the  Confederate  States  steamer  Alabama  near  the  Island  of  Terceira  on 
the  24th  August,  1862. 

R.  SEMMES,  Commander. 


[iDolosure  No.  6.] 

Captain  Semmes  to  Yonge,  revoJcing  appointment. 

Conpbdekate  States  Steamer  Alabama, 

Port  Boyal,  January  25,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  appointment  as  acting  paymaster  of  the  ship  is  hereby 
revoked.    You  will  turn  over  all  the  rolls  and  papers  connected  with 

28  A  C— Tl 
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your  late  office  to  Acting  Paymaster  G-alt,  who  has  been  appointed  to 
relieve  you.  As  to  the  disposition  of  your  person,  you  may  either  remain 
on  board  this  ship  as  supernumerary  until  an  opportunity  shall  offer  of 
sending  you  to  the  Confederate  States,  or  go  on  shore  here,  as  you  may 
prefer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

a.  SEMMES,  Commander. 
C.  E.  YoNGE,  Esq., 

Late  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  G.  8.  S.  Alabama. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

^0.  58.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  3,  1863. 

Sir  :  "While  there  [at  London]  Clarence  E.  Yonge,  a  paymaster  in  the 
confederate  navy,  and  late  on  the  Alabama  in  that  capacity,  made  his 
appearance  at  the  legation  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  United  States,  &c.  Mr.  Adams  and  myself  being  of  the 
opinion  that  his  testimony  was  of  much  value  to  us,  and  he  professing 
a  willingness  to  give  it,  we  availed  ourselves  of  the  opportunity.  I  took 
him  to  my  rooms,  sent  for  Mr.  Crowdy,  an  attorney,  and  took  his  affi- 
davit. Mr.  Adams,  who  has  it,  is  to  send  you  a  copy  by  the  same 
steamer  that  takes  this.  It  imparts  much  valuable  information  about 
the  fitting  out  the  Alabama  and  the  operations  of  the  confederates  in 
England.  With  the  letters,  I  have  enough  to  convict  the  Lairds,  A.  E. 
Byrne,  M.  G.  Klingender,  Frazer,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  Fawcett,  Preston  & 
Co.,  and  Captain  James  D.  Bullock,  (who  is  still  here  superintending 
the  building  of  the  iron-olads,)  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  if  there 
was  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  this  government  to  take  it  up  and  to 
punish  those  who  violate  their  laws.  Mr.  Adams  has  already  sent  the 
Government  copies  of  the  letters  now  in  my  possession,. written  by  Mr. 
Bullock,  to  which  I  called  your  attention  in  a  previous  dispatch,  and 
will  doubtless  call  their  attention  to  this  affidavit,  and  if  he  has  not 
already  done  it,  ask  them  to  prosecute.  I  have  no  idea  that  they  will 
do  anything. 

With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London,  April  4,  1863. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
of  an  affidavit  voluntarily  made  by  Clarence  E.  Yonge,  being  in  the 
nature  of  cumulative  evidence,  to  show  the  execution  of  a  deliberate 
plan  to  establish  within  the  limits  of  this  kingdom  a  system  of  action 
in  direct  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.    This 
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appears  to  corroborate  in  all  essential  particulars  the  evidence  hereto- 
fore adduced  from  other  quarters.  I  append  the  copy  of  a  paper  marked 
A,  showing  the  extent  to  which  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  many  of  them 
alleged  to  belong  to  the  naval  reserve,  have  been  enlisted  in  a  single 
example  of  illegal  enterprise. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eakl  Etjssell,  <fcc.,  tfec,  &c. 


[Inclosure.] 
Deposition  of  Clarence  B.  Yonge. 

I,  Clarence  Eandolph  Tonge,  citizen  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  the 
United  States,  late  paymaster  on  board  the  steamer  Alabama,  formerly 
called  the  290,  and  also  called  the  Enrica,  and  was  built  by  Messrs. 
Laird,  of  Birkenhead,  in  England,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

I  came  to  England  in  the  steamer  Annie  Childs,  which  sailed  from 
Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina,  early  in  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-two,  and  landed  in  England  on  or  about  the  eleventh 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  and  remained  at 
Liverpool  until  the  steamer  Alabama  went  to  sea.  I  came  over  for  the 
express  purpose  of  acting  as  paymaster  to  the  Alabama.  I  engaged  for 
that  purpose  with  Captain  James  D.  Bullock,  at  Savannah,  Georgia.  He 
had  full  authority  from  the  confederate  government  in  the  matters  about 
to  be  mentioned.  Lieutenant  North  had  been  sent  over  to  England  by 
the  confederate  government  to  get  iron-clad  vessels  budt.  Captain  Bul- 
lock had  been  over  previously,  and  had  made  the  contracts  for  building 
the  Oreto  and  the  Alabama,  and  was  returning  toEugland  to  assume  the 
command  of  the  latter  ship.  He  was  directed  at  the  time  to  assist 
Lieutenant  North  with  his  advice  and  experience  in  building  the  iron- 
clads which  Lieutenant  North  had  been  over  here  expressly  to  get  built. 
I  was  in  tl;e.  naval  paymaster's  ofdce,  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  under  the 
confederate  government.  Captain  Bullock  wanted  some  one  to  accom- 
pany him,  and  I  was  recommended  by  the  paymaster  at  Savannah  to 
Captain  Bullock.  1  was  then  released  by  the  paymaster  from  my  engage- 
ment, and  was  subsequently  appointed  by  Captain  Bullock,  under  the 
written  authority  of  Mr.  S.  E.  Mallory,  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  a  pay- 
master in  the  confederate  navy,  and  assigned  to  the  Alabama.  I  con- 
tinued as  paymaster  in  the  navy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America 
from  the  time  of  my  appointment  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  up  to  the  time 
of  my  leaving  the  Alabama  at  Port  Eoyal,  in  January,  1863.  The  date 
of  my  appointment  as  paymaster  in  the  confederate  navy  was  the  21st 
day  of  December,  1861.  Previous  to  this  time  I  had  attended  to  Cap- 
tain Bullock's  corres{)ondence  with  the  confederate  government,  and  I 
therefore  knew  that  these  two  vessels,  afterwards  called  the  Oreto  and 
Alabama,  were  being  built  in  England  for  the  confederate  government, 
and  by  the  same  means  I  knew  that  Captain  Bullock,  who  is  a  com- 
mander in  the  confederate  navy,  was  the  acknowledged  agent  of  the 
confederate  government  for  the  purpose  of  getting  such  ships  built. 
There  was  some  correspondence  which  I  saw  between  Captain  Bullock 
and  Mr.  S.  El  Mallory,  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  relative  to  purchasing 
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two  English  vessels  which  had  been  used  as  transports  in  the  Crimean 
war,  Captain  Bullock  advising  against  purchasing  them,  as  being  unlit 
for  the  service  for  which  they  were  required.  I  wrote  the  letters  from 
Captain  Bullock  (and  which  he  signed)  to  the  secretary  advising  against 
this  purchase. .  There  was  correspondence  between  Mr.  Mallory  and 
Captain  Bullock  (which  I  saw  and  copied)  to  the  effect  that  the  money 
would  be  ready  and  lodged  in  England  to  pay  for  these  vessels  as  it  fell 
due.  From  what  I  know  I  am  satisfied  that  the  money  was  all  duly 
paid  as  it  fell  due  for  these  vessels.  I  saw  a  letter  from  Captain  Bul- 
lock to  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  (a  firm  in  Liverpool,  hereinafter  again 
referred  to,)  thanking  them.  Captain  Bullock  kept  copies  of  his  corre- 
spondence, and  they  are  deposited  in  one  of  the  banks  in  Savannah. 
From  the  time  of  my  coming  to  England  until  I  sailed  in  the  Alabama, 
my  principal  business  was  in  paying  the  oflflcers  of  the  confederate  navj'' 
who  were  over  here  attached  to  the  Alabama,  and  sent  over  for  that  pur- 
pos'e.  I  used  to  pay  them  monthly,  about  the  first  of  the  month,  at 
Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s  office  in  Liverpool,  and  I  drew  the  money  for 
that  purpose  from  that  firm.  Commander  James  D.  Bullock,  John  Low, 
lieutenant,  Eugene  Maffltt,  midshipman,  and  E.  M.  Anderson,  midship- 
man, came  over  to  England  in  the  same  vessel  with  myself.  Captain. 
Bullock  came  over  to  England  in  the  first  instance  to  contract  for  build- 
ing the  two  vessels — the  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  and  the  Alaba- 
ma. He  came  so  to  contract  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  southern  confeder- 
acy, with  the  understanding  that  he  was  to  have  command  of  one  of 
the  vessels.  I  have  heard  him  say  so ;  and  I  have  learned  this  also  from 
the  corres]3ondence  between  him  and  Mr.  Mallory,  secretary  of  the  con- 
federate navy,  as  before  mentioned,  which  passed  through  my  hands. 
At  the  commencement  of  my  engagement  with  Captain  Bullock  I  acted 
as  his  clerk.  The  contract  for  building  the  Alabama  was  made  with 
Messrs.  Laird,  of  Birkenhead,  by  Captain  Bullock.  I  have  seen  it  my- 
self. I  made  a  copy  from  the  original.  The  copy  was  in  the  ship.  It 
was  signed  by  Captain  Bullock  on  the  one  part,  and  Messrs.  Laird  on 
the  other.  I  made  the  copy  at  the  instance  of  Captain  Bullock  from  the 
original,  which  he  has.  The  ship  cost,  in  United  States  money,  about 
two  hundred  and  lifty-flve  thousand  dollars.  This  included  provisions, 
&c.,  enough  for  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  which  Messrs.  Laird  were, 
by  the  contract,  to  provide.  The  payments  were  all  made,  before  the 
vessel  sailed,  to  the  best  of  my  belief.  Sinclair,  Hamilton  &  Co.,  of 
London,  had  money.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  had  money. 
There  was  government  money  in  both  their  hands  over  here,  enough  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  for  them.  I  was  over  to  see  the  Alabama  before 
she  was  launched  from  Messrs.  Lairds'  yard,  and  was  on  board  the 
vessel  with  Captain  Bullock ;  and  have  met  Captain  Bullock  and  one  of 
the  Messrs.  Laird  at  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s  office.  Captain  Bullock 
superintended  the  building  of  the  Alabama  and  Oreto,  also,  while  he 
was  here*  Captain  Matthew  J.  Butcher  was  the  captain  who  took  her 
to  sea.  He  is  an  lingiishman,  and  represented  himself  belonging  to  the 
royal  naval  reserve.  At  the  time  the  Alabama  was  being  built  by 
Messrs.  Laird,  and  when  I  saw  them  at  diftereut  times  at  their  yard 
in  Birkenhead  and  at  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s  office,  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  they  perfectly  well  knew  that  such  steamer  was 
being  built  for  the  southern  confederacy,  and  that  she  was  to  be  used  in 
war  against  the  government  of  the  United  States.  When  the  vessel 
sailed  from  Liverpool  she  had  her  shot-racks  fitted  in  the  usual  places ; 
she  had  sockets  in  her  decks,  and  pins  fitted  which  held  fast  frames  or 
carriages  for  the  pivot   guns  and  breaching  bolts.    These  had  been 
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placed  ia  by  the  builders  of  the  vessel,  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.  She  was 
also  frtll  of  provisious  and  stores,  enough  for  four  months'  cruise.  When 
she  sailed  she  had  beds,  bedding,  cooking  utensils,  and  mess  utensils 
for  one  hundred  men,  and  powder  tanks  fitted  in.  We  sailed  from  Liv- 
erpool on  the  29th  day  of  July,  1862.  This  was  some  three  or  four  days 
sooner  than  we  expected  to  sail.  The  reason  for  our  sailing  at  this  time, 
before  we  contemplated,  was  on  account  of  information  which  we  had 
received  that  proceedings  were  being  commenced  to  stop  the  vessel  from 
sailing.  Captain  Bullock  sent  Lieutenant  Low  to  me  on  Sunday  evening, 
the  27th  day  of  July,  to  say  that  I  must  be  at  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Oo.'s 
office  early  next  morning.  The  next  morning  I  arrived  at  half  past 
nine  o'clock.  Captain  Butcher  came  in  and  told  me  the  ship  (which  at 
that  time  was  called  the  290,  also  Eureka)  would  sail  the  next  day,  and 
he  wanted  me  to  go  with  him.  In  a  few  minutes  Oapta'n  Bullock  came 
in  and  told  me  he  wanted  me  to  be  ready  to  go  to  sea  at  a  minute's 
notice;  that  they  were  going  to  send  her  right  out.  I  placed  my  things 
on  the  vessel  that  evening.  There  were  about  seventy  or  eighty  men  in 
the  vessel  at  this  time,  under  Captain  Butcher,  who  had  been  in  com- 
mand of  the  vessel  for  more  than  a  month  before  she  sailed.  I  went  on 
the  vessel  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  July  for  the  purpose  of  sailing. 
We  started  out  of  the  river  Mersey  at  about  half  past  ten  o'clock.  Cap- 
tain Batcher  commanded.  Mr.  Low  acted  as  first  mate,  George  T.  Fal- 
1am  as  second  mate,  and  David  Herbert  Llewellyn  as  assistant  surgeon. 
Captain  Bullock,  Lieutenants  North  and  Sinclair,  were  on  board ;  also 
the  two  Messrs.  Laird,  Mr.  A.  E.  Byrne,  and  five  or  six  ladies,  (including- 
two  Miss  Lairds,)  and  some  other  gentlemen  whom  I  do  not  know.  When 
we  sailed  it  was  not  our  intention  to  return,  but  it  was  with  the  inten- 
tion of  going  to  sea,  and  so  understood  by  us  all.  The  ladies  and  pas- 
sengers were  taken  on  .board  as  a  blind.  After  we  got  on  board,  one  of 
the  Messrs.  Laird  who  built  the  vessel  came  to  me  and  gave  me  three  hun- 
dred and  twelve  pounds  in  English  gold.  Captain  Bullock  came  and 
asked  me  if  Mr.  Laird  had  given  me  the  money  ;  that  he  had  some  to 
give  me,  which  1  must  put  in  the  safe.  I  told  him  I  had  not  received  it, 
and  went  to  ]\Ir.  Laird  and  got  it.  Laird  counted  it  out  for  me,  and  I 
gave  him  a  receipt  for  the  amount.  Mr.  Laird  gave  nie  a  number  of 
bills  and  receipts  at  the  same  time  for  things  he  had  been  purchasing 
for  the  vessel — beds,  blankets,  tinware,  knives,  forks,  for  the  ship;  all 
of  which  he  (ivir.  Laird)  had  purchased  from  various  parties  on  account 
of  the  ship.  My  understanding  was  that  the  money  given  me  was  the 
balance  of  the  money  left  after  making  these  purchases.  The  bills  and 
receipts  which  Mr.  Laird  gave  me  on  this  occasion,  on  account  of  the 
purchases  he  had  made,  were  left  on  the  ship,  and  were  handed  over  by 
me  to  Francis  L.  Gait,  who  has  succeeded  me  as  paymaster  on  the  ship. 
There  was  a  tug-boat  in  attendance  when  we  left  Liverpool  on  the  29th 
of  July,  in  which  the  ladies  and  all  the  passengers  left.  We  ran  down 
immediately  forMoelfra  Bay,  and  lay  there  all  that  night,  all  the  next  day 
and  next  night,  until  three  o'clock  on  Friday  morning.  I  copied  a  letter 
of  instructions  from  Captain  Bullock  to  Captain  Butcher,  in  which  Cap- 
tain Butcher  was  directed  to  proceed  to  Porto  Praya,  in  Terceira,  one  of 
the  Azores,  where  it  was  intended  that  we  should  go  to  receive  the  arm- 
ament. I  knew,  and  all  the  officers  knew,  before  we  went  on  board, 
that  this  vessel  had  been  built  for  the  purpose,  and  was  to  go  out  with 
the  intention  of  cruising  and  making  war  against  tiie  Government  and 
people  of  the  United  States.  This,  as  I  verily  believe,  was  well  known 
by  the  Messrs.  Laird  who  built  her  and  helped  to  fit  her  out,  and  by 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  by  A.  B.  Byrne,  of  Liverpool,  who  also 
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assisted  in  fitting  her  ont,  and  by  Captain  Butcher  and  the  other  ofiicers 
who  sailed  in  her.  The  next  day  after  we  left  the  tug-boat  Hercules 
came  to  us  from  Liverpool,  about  three  o'clock.  She  brought  to  us  Cap- 
tain Bullock  and  S.  G.  Porter,  (who  for  a  time  superintended  the  iitting  the 
vessel,)  and  some  two  or  three  men.  The  men  signed  articles  that  night. 
They  had  signed  articles  before  at  various  times  while  in  Liverpool,  but 
they  all  came  up  again  and  renewed  the  articles.  The  advance  notes 
had  been  given  them  in  Liverpool  by  Captain  Butcher,  and  made  payable 
at  Cunard,  Wilson  &  Co.'s.  The  original  articles  are  now  in  Eraser,  Tren- 
holm  &  Co.'s  office,  but  in  possession  of  Captain  Bullock,  who  transacts  all 
his  business  and  keeps  all  his  papers  at  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s.  I  do  not 
know  the  name  of  the  man  who  acted  as  the  shipping-master  at  Liver- 
pool. Captain  Bullock  wrote  a  letter  of  instructions  to  me  before  we 
left  Liverpool,  directing  me  to  circulate  freely  among  the  men  and  induce 
them  to  go  on  the  vessel  after  we  got  to  Terceira.  I  accordingly  did 
circulate  among  the  men  on  our  way  out,  and  persuaded  them  to  join  the 
vessel  after  we  should  get  to  Terceira.  Low  did  the  same.  We  sailed 
from  Moelfra  at  3  o'clock  on  Friday  morning.  We  Avent  out  through 
the  Irish  Channel.  Captain  Bullock  left  us  at  the  Giant's  Causeway. 
We  were  some  ten  or  eleven  days  going  out  to  Terceira.  Were  in 
quarantine  for  three  days  at  Porto  Praya.  There  was  no  transfer  of 
the  vessel  or  anything  of  the  kind  there.  The  bark  Agrippina,  from 
London,  arrived  there  with  a  part  of  the  armament,  all  the  ammunition, 
all  the  clothing,  and  coals.  She  was  commanded  by  Alexander  McQueen. 
The  first  day  after  the  arrival  of  the  bark  she  was  getting  ready  for  dis- 
charging. This  bark  is  owned  by  the  confederate  government,  but  is 
nominally  held  by  Sinclair,  Hamilton  &  Co.,  of  London,  and  sails  under 
the  British  flag.  This  firm  are  connected  with  the  confederate  govern- 
ment. Early  the  following  day  the  bark  Agrippina  hauled  alongside, 
and  we  commenced  to  take  the  guns  on  board.  Two  or  three  days  after 
this  the  Bahama  arrived  with  the  offlcers.  This  steamer  was  in  com- 
mand of  Captain  Tessier.  She  also  sailed  under  the  British  flag.  The 
Bahama  came  in,  and  Captain  Butcher  went  on  board  and  received  orders 
to  sail  to  Angra.  The  Bahama  took  the  bark  in  tow,  and  we  all  went 
round-  to  Angra.  After  we  got  there  we  were  ordered  away  by  the 
authorities.  There  was  also  some  correspondence  took  place  between 
Captain  Butcher  and  the  British  consul  at  that  place,  but  I  never  heard 
what  it  was.  We  went  out,  and  continued  discharging  and  taking  in  all 
that  day,  and  at  night  we  and  the  bark  ran  into  the  bay,  the  Bahama 
Seeping  outside.  By  this  time  we  had  got  all  the  guns,  ammunition, 
and  cargo  from  the  steamer  and  bark.  During  all  this  time  the  three 
vessels  were  sailing  under  the  British  flag.  We  finished  coaling  on 
Sunday,  the  24th  day  of  August,  at  about  1  o'clock.  We  received  from 
the  bark  Agrippina  four  broadside  guns,  each  32-pouuders,  and  two 
pivot  guns — one  68;pounder  solid-shot  gun,  and  one  100-pounder  rifled 
gun — one  hundred  barrels  of  gunpowder,  a  number  of  Enfield  rifles, 
two  cases  of  pistols,  and  cartridges  for  the  same.  All  the  clothing  for 
the  men  was  also  received  from  the  Agrippina,  and  the  fuses,  primers, 
signals,  rockets,  shot,  shell,  and  other  munitions  of  war  needed  by  the 
ship ;  aljO  a  quantity  of  coal.  We  received  from  the  Bahama  two  32- 
pounder  broadside  guns,  a  bale  of  blue  flannel  for  sailors'  wear,  and  a 
tire-proof  chest,  with  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  English  sovereigns  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  in  bank  bills.  Captain  Butcher,  or  Mr.  Low,  the 
first  mate,  told  me  that  Mr.  M.  G.  Klingender  had  been  directed  to  pur- 
chase in  Liverpool,  where  Mr.  Klingender  resides  and  does  business  as 
a  merchant,  such  supplies  of  tobacco  and  liquor  as  were  required  for  the 
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ship's  use.  I  made  out  the  advance  notes  for  the  men  at  Liverpool,  on 
the  28  th  of  July,  1862,  while  she  was  lying  in  the  Birkenhead  docks, 
which  advance  notes  were  made  payable  by  Ounard,  Wilson  &  Co.,  at 
Liverpool.  The  half-pay  notes  which  I  made  out  in  Moelfra  Bay  on 
board  the  No.  290  were  made  payable  at  Liverpool  by  the  aforesaid  M. 
G.  Klingender.  After  we  arrived  at  Angra,  and  had  armed  the  ship, 
and  were  leaving  that  port  to  enter  upon  the  cruise,  we  were  still  under 
the  British  flag.  Captain  Semmes  then  had  all  the  men  called  aft  on 
the  quarter-deck.  The  British  flag  was  hauled  down  and  the  confeder- 
ate one  raised.  He  then  and  there  made  a  speech,  read  his  commission 
to  them  as  a  commander  in  the  confederate  navy,  told  them  the  objects 
of  the  vessel,  and  what  she  was  about  to  do ;  mentioned  to  them  what 
their  proportion  of  prize  money  would  be  out  of  each  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars'  worth  of  property  captured  and  destroyed ;  said  he  had  on 
board  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  asked  them  to  go  with  him,  at 
the  same  time  a^jpealing  to  them  as  British  sailors  to  aid  him  in  defend- 
ing the  side  of  the  weak.  I  had  two  sets  of  articles  prepared — one  for 
men  shipping  for  a  limited  time,  the  other  for  those  willing  to  go 
during  the  war.  The  articles  were  then  re-signed  while  the  vessel  was  in 
Portuguese  waters,  but  under  the  confederate  flag.  This  was  on  Sunday, 
the  24th  August,  1862.  At  the  same  time  Captain  Semmes  announced 
that  the  ship  would  be  called  the  Confederate  States  vessel  Alabama. 
The  guns  which  were  brought  out  to  the  No.  290  in  the  Agrippina 
and  the  Bahama  were  made  and  furnished  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co., 
of  Liverpool.  The  ammunition  and  entire  armament  of  the  vessel,  as 
well  as  aU  the  outfit,  were  purchased  in  England.  The  list  hereunto 
annexed,  marked  A,  contains  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  officers  on 
the  Alabama  when  I  left,  except  myself,  and  of  all  the  men  whom  I 
can  now  remember.  My  belief  is  that  we  had  eighty-four  shipped  men, 
inclusive  of  the  firemen  and  coal-trimmers,  when  we  left  Angra.  All 
the  men  but  three  signed  the  articles  for  the  period  of  the  war.  New 
half-pay  notes  were  then  drawn  in  favor  of,  and  given  to,  the  men.  The 
half-pay  notes  entitled  their  families  or  friends  to  draw  half  of  their  pay 
on  the  first  of  every  month.  They  were  all  payable  by  Fraser,  Tren- 
holm  &  Co.,  with  whom  the  money  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  them  was 
lodged.  The  first  set  of  notes  (payable  at  Cunard,  Wilson  &  Oo.'s)  were 
in  the  form  of  the  British  marine  service.  The  second  set  (payable  at 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s)  were  in  the  form  used  by  the  United  States 
and  confederate  navy.  Several  of  the  men  refused  to  sign,  and  returned 
in  the  Bahama  to  Liverpool.  Captain  Butcher  and  Captain  Bullock 
also  returned  in  the  Bahama.  We  then  entered  upon  our  cruise.  Out 
of  the  eigtity-four  men  I  believe  there  were  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
Americans.  There  was  one  Spaniard,  and  all  the  rest  were  Englishmen. 
More  than  one-half  of  the  Englishmen  belonged  to  the  royal  naval 
reserve,  as  they  informed  me,  and  as  was  generally  understood  by  all  on 
board.  Four,  at  least,  of  the  officers  were  English — that  is  to  say,  John 
Low,  fourth  lieutenant ;  David  Herbert  Llewellyn,  assistant  surgeon ; 
George  T.  FuUam,  master's  mate;  and  Henry  Alcott,  the  sail  maker. 
I  never  remember  at  any  time  seeing  any  custom-house  officer  aboard 
this  vessel.  I  remained  aboard  the  vessel  as  paymaster  from  the  time 
I  joined  her,  as  before  stated,  until  the  25th  day  of  January,  1863,  at 
which  time  she  was  lying  at  Port  Royal,  Jamaica.  During  the  whole 
time  that  I  was  on  board  her  she  was  cruising  and  making  war  against 
the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States.  1  cannot  recollect 
the  names  of  all  the  vessels  which  we  captured,  but  I  know  that  the 
number  which  we  captured  and  destroyed  up  to  the  time  I  left  her 
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was  at  least  twenty-three,  and,  as  I  believe,  was  more.  Of  these  twenty- 
three,  four  were  released  upon  giving  ransom  bonds,  payable  to  the  con- 
federate government.  Such  four  were  the  ship  Emily  Farnham,  of  New 
York,  boand  to  Liverpool ;  the  Tonawanda,  of  Philadelphia,  bound  for 
Liverpool ;  the  brig  Baron  de  Castine,  bound  for  the  West  Indies ;  and 
the  mail  steamship  Ariel,  on  the  California  line.  All  the  rest  were 
burned  or  destroyed.  The  first  port  we  went  into  after  leaving  the  West- 
ern Islands  was  Port  Eoyal,  Martinique,  where  we  went  to  provision  and 
coal.  The  bark  Agrippina  was  lying  with  coals  for  us,  being  the  same 
vessel  as  took  out  the  armament.  We  did  not  provision  or  coal  there, 
but  we  went  out  and  afterwards  met  the  Agrippina  at  the  Island  of  Blanco, 
belonging  to  Venezuela.  We  only  took  in  coal  there.  We  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Areas  Keys,  near  Yucatan  Banks,  where  we  lay  about  ten 
days ;  where  we  painted  the  ship  and  re-coaled  from  the  Agrippina,  and 
gave  the  men  a  run  on  shore.  We  then  steered  for  Galveston,  where  we 
destroyed  the  United  States  gun-boat  Hatteras,  which  was  the  last 
vessel  we  destroyed  before  I  left  her.  As  soon  as  we  got  the  prisoners 
from  the  Hatteras  on  board  we  started  straight  for  Jamaica,  (Port 
Eoyal.)  There  we  provisioned,  coaled,  and  repaired  ship.  All  the 
twenty-three  ships  which  we  had  burned  or  destroyed  had  been  so  burned 
or  destroyed  in  the  interval  between  our  leaving  tlie  Western  Islands  and 
steering  for  Port  Eoyal.  I  heard  of  no  objection  from  the  authorities 
in  Jamaica  to  our  repairing,  coaling,  or  ijrovisioning  the  ship  in  Port 
Eoyal ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  were  received  with  all  courtesy  and 
kindness.  We  were  there  about  a  week.  Whilst  we  were  there  the 
English  admiral  at  Port  Eoyal  paid  a  visit  to  Captain  Semmes,  on  board 
the  Alabama.  I  was  on  shore  on  duty  at  the  time  of  the  visit,  but  I 
heard  of  such  visit  immediately  upon  my  return  to  the  ship,  for  it 
was  the  subject  of  much  conversation  and  remark  among  the  officers ; 
and,  in  particular,  I  remember  Mr.  Sinclair,  the  master,  speaking  of  it. 
I  also  know  that  Captain  Semmes  paid  a  return  visit  to  the  English 
admiral  on  the  day  that  the  Alabama  left  Port  Eoyal.  I  myself  saw 
him  start  for  the  iDurpose.  My  connection  with  the  ship  terminated  at 
Port  Eoyal,  and  -1  subsequently  came  to  England,  where  I  arrived  on 
22d  March,  18G3, 

CLAEENCE  E.  YONGE. 

Sworn  at  the  judge's  chambers,  Eolls  Gardens,  Chancery  Lane,  this 
2d  day  of  Aiml,  1863,  before  me. 

JOHS^  PAYNE, 
Acting  Commissioner,  &c. 


A. 

Officers  and  creic  of  the  steamer  Alabama. 

Eaphael  Semmes,  commander. 

J.  M.  Kell,  first  lieutenant. 

Eichard  F.  Armstrong,  second  lieutenant. 

Joseph  Wilson,  third  lieutenant. 

John  Low,  fourth^lieutenant,  Englishman.  Sisters  living  in  Liver- 
pool. Made  his  allotments  payable  to  brother-in-law,  Charles  Green, 
jr.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  pay  the  men  all  the  allotments;  that  is,  the 
half-monthly  pay.    Every  month  they  draw  this  allotment. 

Athur  Sinclair,  master;   that  is,  sailing  master. 
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Francis  L.  Gait,  surgeon,  from  Virginia;  now  acting  as  paymaster. 

Miles  J.  Freeman,  first  assistant  engineer,  ranks  as  chief;  born  in 
Wales.    Does  not  know  whether  naturalized. 

David  Herbert  Llewellyn,  assistant  surgeon.  Englishman. 

B.  K.  Howell,  brother-in-law  of  Jeff.  Davis,  lieutenant  of  marines.  Ko 
marines  on  board. 

William  U.  Sinclair,  midshipman. 

Irvine  S.  Bullock,  midshipman ;  Captain  Bullock's  brother. 

Eugene  Maffit,  midshipman;   Captain  Mafiit's  son. 

Edward  Maf&t  Anderson,  midshipman;  son  of  Colonel  Anderson. 

William  P.  Brooks,  second  assistant  engineer. 

S.  W.  Cummings,  third  assistant  engineer.  ' 

Matthew  O'Brien,  third  assistant  engineer. 

John  M.  Pundt,  third  assistant  engineer. 

George  T.  FuUam,  first  master's  mate.  Englishman.  Father  teaches- 
navigation  school  in  Hull. 

James  Evans,  second  master's  mate,  Charleston  pilot. 

William  B.  Smith,  captain's  clerk. 

Benjamin  L.  McOlaskey,  boatswain. 

T.  C.  Cuddy,  gunner. 

William  Kobinson,  carpenter. 

Henry  Allcott,  sailmaker.  Englishman. 

Fetty  officers  and  seamen. 

James  King,  master-at-arms.  Savannah  pilot. 

Adolphus  Marmelstein,  signal  quartermaster.  Savannah  pilot. 

William  A.  King,  quartermaster,  Savannah  j)ilot. 

James  G.  Dent,  quartermaster.  Savannah  pilot. 

William  Forestall,  quartermaster. 

Kalph  Masters,  quarter  gunner. 

William  Crawford,  quarter  gunner;  royal  naval  reserve  of  England. 

George  Addison,  armorer. 

William  Kinton,  carpenter's  mate.  Englishman. 

Edward  Eawes,  ship's  carpenter,  Englishman. 

George  Harwood,  chief  boatswain's  mate;  English  reserve.  English 
government  pay  him  a  pension.  Time  ujj  February  24,  1863,  (as  he 
states.) 

Michael  Genshled,  fireman.  Has  a  pension  in  England ;  (has  been 
discharged  November  25,  1862 ;)  Irishman. 

Brent  Johnson,  second  boatswain's  mate;  English  reserve. 

William  Purdy,  sailmaker's  mate,  Englishman. 

John  Latham,  fireman,  Englishman. 

David  Eoach,  fireman,  Englishman. 

Thomas  Murphy,  fireman.  Englishman. 

John  McAlee,  ordinary  seaman.  Englishman. 

Thomas  Welch,  ordinary  seaman.  Englishman. 

James  Smith,  captain  forecastle.  Englishman. 

Edward  Fitz-Morris,  ordinary  seaman.  Englishman. 

George  Edgarton,  fireman.  Englishman;  lives  at  Liverpool. 

James  McFaden,  fireman.  Englishman ;  time  up  February  24,  1863> 

William  Eobinson,  able  seaman.  Englishman. 

Martin  Malk,  able  seaman.  Englishman. 

George  Yoman,  ordinary  seaman.  Englishman. 

William  McGinley,  able  seaman,  Englishman. 
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George  Freemantle,  able  seamau,  Englishman. 

Frederick  Johns,  purser's  steward,  Englishman ;  father  lives  at  Ostend. 

John  Grady,  boy,  Englishman ;  uncle  lives  at  36  Eegent  street,  Liver- 
pool ;  bootmaker. 

Thomas  Wier,  gunner's  mate,  Eaglishman. 

James  Brosner,  able  seaman,  Englishman. 

Edgar  Tripp,  seaman,  Englishman. 

John  Neil,  seaman.  Englishman. 

Joseph  Neil,  seaman.  Englishman. 

Samuel  Henry,  seaman.  Englishman. 

John  Roberts,  seaman.  Englishman. 
'    John  Duggan,  seaman,  Englishman. 

Martin  King,  seaman,  Englishman. 

F.  Williams,  seaman.  Englishman. 

E.  Williams,  seaman,  Englishman. 

Joseph  Pearson,  seaman.  Englishman. 

Joseph  Connor,  seamau,  Englishman. 

Thomas  McMillan,  seaman.  Englishman. 

Michael  Mars,  seaman.  Englishman. 

Eobert  Egan,  boy,  Englishman. 

Malcolm  McFarlan,  seaman.  Englishman. 

Peter  Henry,  seaman.  Englishman. 

Charles  Godwin,  seaman,  American. 

James  Higgs,  captain  of  hold.  Englishman. 

Peter  Duncan,  fireman.  Englishman. 

Eichard  Parkinson,  ward-room  steward,  Englishman. 

George  Appleby,  yeoman,  Eaglishman. 

John  Emory,  seaman.  Englishman. 

William  Hearn,  seaman,  Englishman. 

Thomas  L.  Parker,  boy.  Englishman. 

A.  G.  Bartelli,  captain's  steward,  American. 

Peter  Hughes,  seaman,  American. 

Henry  Fisher,  seaman.  Englishman;  belonging  to  reserve. 

Frank  Townsend,  seaman.  Englishman. 

Frank  Cunen,  fireman.  Irishman. 

William  Levins,  coal-trimmer. 

There  are  now  several  men  on  board  of  the  Alabama  who  have  joined 
the  ship  since  we  entered  upon  the  cruise,  some  of  whom  are  Americans. 

CLAEENOE  E.  YONGE. 

This  is  the  list  marked  A,  referred  to  in  the  afilidavit  of  Clarence 
Eandolph  Yonge,  sworn  this  second  day  of  Aj)ril,  1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  PAYNE, 

Acting  Commissioner,  &c. 

[Of  sixty-two  officers  and  seamen,  fifty  apijear  to  have  been  English- 
men.! 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  29,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  letter  received 
by  me  from  Mr.  Walter  Graham,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Cape 
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Town,  in  relation  to  certain  occurrences  at  that  place,  connected  with 
the  armed  vessel  called  the  Alabama.  Without  intending  to  sustain  all 
the  allegations  therein  contained,  I  cannot  but  consider  that  a  sufficient 
basis  of  fact  exists  to  support  his  remonstrance  against  the  recognition 
of  the  capture  of  vessels,  which  appears  to  have  been,  at  least,  partially 
made  by  the  authorities  at  Oape  Town.  In  the  absence  of  special  in- 
structions on  the  subject,  I  take  the  liberty  simply  to  present  the  papers 
to  your  lordship's  consideration,  not  doubting  the  disposition  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  do  full  justice  in  the  premises. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  dw.,  (6c.,  (&c. 


[lucloaure.] 

Mr.  Graham  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

[Cape  Town  Correspondence.] 

United  States  Consxtlate, 
Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Rope,  August  17,  1863. 

SiK :  The  confederate  steamer  Alabama  arrived  on  this  coast  on  the 
27th  day  of  July,  having  captured  six  American  vessels  from  the  time 
she  left  Bahia,  Brazil,  viz,  the  Amazonian,  Conrad,  Gildersleeve,  Talis- 
man, Anna  F.  Schmidt,  and  Express. 

On  the  same  day  that  she  arrived  on  this  coast  she  spoke  a  small 
British  schooner,  named  the  Eover,  which  reported  her  next  day  at  this 
port  July  28.  She  was  afterwards  seen  by  other  vessels  on  the  morning 
of  the  28th,  but  no.  intelligence  was  received  here  that  she  had  entered 
any  of  the  ports  or  bays  of  this  colony  until  Tuesday,  August  4,  when 
the  Britisli  schooner  Atlas  reported  that  she  had  entered  Saldanha  Bay 
on  the  28th,  and  was  still  there,  her  crew  being  engaged  in  painting 
her.  Captain  Boyce,  of  the  Atlas,  said  he  was  requested  by  Captain 
Semmes  to  take  some  prisoners  to  me  at  Cape  Town,  but  he  declined  to 
do  so. 

On  hearing  this  intelligence  I  wrote  the  following  letter  to  the  gov- 
ernor, which  I  carried  in  person,  to  request  an  interview  on  the  subject 
of  which  it  treated : 

"  United  States  Consulate,  &c.,  August  4, 1863. 
"  Sir  :  From  reliable  information  received  by  me,  and  which  you  are, 
also,  doubtless  in  possession  of,  a  war  steamer  called  the  Alabama  is 
now  in  Saldanha  Bay,  being  painted,  discharging  x>risoners  of  war,  &c. 
The  vessel  in  question  was  built  in  England  to  prey  upon  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  escaped  therefrom  while  on  her  trial 
trip,  forfeiting  bonds  of  £20,000,  which  the  British  government  exacted 
under  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  Now,  as  your  government  has  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce  Avith  the  United  States,  and  has  not  recog- 
nized the  persons  in  revolt  against  the  United  States  as  a  government 
at  all,  the  vessel  alluded  to  should  be  at  once  seized  and  sent  to  Eng- 


444  INSURGENT   CEUISEES. 

land,  from  whence  she  clandestinely  escaped.  Assuming  that  the  Brit- 
ish government  was  sincere  in  exacting  the  bonds,  yon  have,  doubtless, 
been  instructed  to  send  her  home  to  England,  where  she  belongs. 

"  But  if,  from  some  oversight,  you  have  not  received  such  instructions, 
and  you  decline  the  responsibility  of  making  the  seizure,  I  would  most 
respectfully  protest  against  the  vessel  remaining  iu  any  port  of  the 
colony  another  day.  She  has  been  at  Saldanha  Bay  four  (six)  days 
already,  and  a  week  previously  on  the  coast,  and  has  forfeited  all  right 
to  remain  an  hour  loTiger  by  this  breach  of  neutrality.  Painting  a  ship 
does  not  come  under  the  head  of '  necessary  repairs,'  and  is  no  proof  that 
she  is  unseaworthy ;  and  to  allow  her  to  visit  other  ports  after  she  has 
set  the  .Queen's  proclamation  at  defiance,  would  not  be  regarded  as  In 
accordance  with  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  that  document. 
"Yours,  &c., 

"WALTER  GRAHAM, 

"  United  States  Consul. 

"His  Excellency  Sir  Philip  Wodehouse." 

Not  finding  the  governor  at  home,  I  left  the  above  letter'.  ISText  morn- 
ing, August  5, 1  received  the  following : 

"Colonial  Office,  August  5,  1863. 

"  SiE :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  relative  to  the  Alabama. 

"  His  excellency  has  no  instructions,  neither  has  he  any  authority,  to 
seize  or  detain  that  vessel.  And  he  desires  me  to  acquaint  you  he  has 
received  a  letter  from  the  commander,  dated  the  1st  instant,  stating  that 
repairs  were  in  progress,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  completed  he  intended 
to  go  to  sea.  He  further  announces  his  intention  of  respecting  strictly 
the  neutrality  of  the  British  government. 

"The  course  which  Captain  Semmes  here  proposes  to  take  is,  in  the 
governor's  opinion,  in  conformity  with  the  instructions  he  has  himself 
received  relative  to  ships  of  war  and  privateers  belonging  to  the  United 
States  and  the  States  calling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  visiting  British  i>orts.  The  reports  received  from  Saldanha 
Bay  induce  the  governor  to  believe  that  the  vessel  will  leave  that  har- 
bor as  soon  as  her  repairs  are  completed ;  but  he  will,  immediately  on 
receiving  intelligence  to  the  contrary,  take  the  necessary  steps  for  en- 
forcing the  observance  of  the  rules  laid  down  by  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment. 

"I  have  t'ae  honor  to  be,  &c., 

"L.  ADAMSON, 
"  J^or  the  Colonial  Secretary.'" 

At  about  2  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  same  day  (August  5)  it  was  reported 
from  the  signal  station  of  the  harbor  that  the  steamer  Alabama  was 
standing  in,  and  also  an  American  bark,  and  shortly  after  it  was  sig- 
naled that  1]l)e  steamer  was  standing  toward  the  bark.  On  hearing  this, 
I  at  once  took  a  cab  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Green  Point, 
about  two  miles  from  my  otfice,  where  I  witnessed  the  capture  of  the 
bark  Sea  Bride  by  the  Alabama.  I  immediately  proceeded  to  the  gov- 
ernor's house  and  told  him  what  I  had  seen,  protesting  at  the  same 
time  against  the  capture,  because  it  was  permitted  in  British  waters. 
His  excellency  remarked  that  the  question  of  infringement  of  neutral 
rights  would  be  purely  dependent  on  testimony  ;  but  he  assured  me  that. 
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in  any  event,  no  breach  of  neutrality  would  be  permitted,  so  far  as  lie 
could  prevent  it.  He  concluded  the  interview  bj"^  stating  that  he  would 
immediately  telegraph  the  admiral  of  the  station  at  Simon's  Bay  to  send 
a  war  vessel  around  to  this  harbor,  Table  Bay,  to  enforce  a  strict  neu- 
trality, and  requested  me  to  put  my  protest  in  writiug. 

At  3  o'clock  1  returned  to  my  ofiflce,  and  at  4  o'clock  I  dispatched  the 
following  letter : 

"  United  States  Consulate, 

"  Cape  Town,  August  5,  18C3. 
''  SiE  :  The  confederate  steamer  Alabama  has  just  captured  an  Amer- 
ican bark  off  Green  Point,  or  about  four  miles  from  the  nearest  land — 
Kobbin  Island.  I  witnessed  the  capture  with  my  own  eyes,  as  did  hun- 
dreds of  others  at  the  same  time.  This  occurrence,  at  the  entrance  of 
Table  Bay,  and  clearly  in  British  waters,  is  an  insult  to  England,  and  a 
grievous  injury  to  a  friendly  power,  the  United  States.  Toward  the 
Government  of  my  country  and  her  domestic  enemies  the  government 
of  England  assumes  a  position  of  neutrality ;  and  if  the  neutrality  can 
be  infringed  with  impunity  in  this  bold  and  daring  manner,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  will,  no  doubt,  consider  the  matter  as  one 
requiring  immediate  explanation.  Believing  that  the  occurrence  was 
■without  your  knowledge  or  expectation,  and  hoping  you  will  take  such 
steps  to  redress  the  outrage  as  the  exigence  requires, 
"I  am,  sir,  &c., 

"  WALTEE  GEAHAM, 

"  United  States  Consul. 
"His  Excellency  Sir  Philip  E.  Wodbhotjsb." 

About  5  o'clock  his  excellency  sent  for  me  to  the  custom-house,  and 
informed  me  that  Captain  Semmes  desired  to  land  some  prisoners,  and 
that  he,  the  governor,  would  grant  permission,  provided  I  would  ageee 
to  support  them.  This  I  consented  to  do,  and  the  governor  then  ac- 
knowledged the  receipt  of  my  letter,  and  repeated  his  assurance  that  no 
breach  of  neutrality  would  be  permitted. 

l^ext  morning,  (Thursday,)  August  6,  I  received  the  following  : 

"  Colonial  Office,  August  6, 1863. 
"  SiE :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  yesterday's  date  respecting  the  capture  of  the  Sea  Bride 
by  the  Alabama,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  he  wQl  lose  no  time  in  obtain- 
ing accurate  information  as  to  the  circumstances  of  the  capture. 
"  I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

"EAWSON  W.  EAWSOJT, 

"  Colonial  Secretary.^' 

About  the  same  time  this  letter  was  received,  all  the  prisoners  were 
landed,  fifteen  of  whom  were  the  crew  of  the  Anna  F.  Schmidt,  fifteen 
of  the  Express,  and  twelve  of  the  Sea  Bride. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  dispatched  the  following : 

"  United  States  Consulate, 

"  Cape  Town,  August  6, 1863. 
"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  this  date. 
"I  beg  now  to  inclose,  for  your  excellency's  perusal,  the  affidavit  of 
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Captain  Charles  P.  White,  of  the  Sea  Bride,  protesting  against  the  cap- 
ture of  the  said  bark  in  British  waters.  The  bearings  taken  by  him  at 
the  time  of  capture  conclusively  show  that  she  was  in  neutral  waters, 
being  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Bobbin  Island.  This  statement 
is  doubtless  more  satisfactory  than  the  testimony  of  persons  who  meas- 
ured the  distance  by  the  eye. 

"  I  believe  that  there  is  no  law  defining  the  word  coast  other  than 
international  law.  That  law  has  always  limited  neutral  waters  to  the 
fighting  distance  from  land,  which,  upon  the  invention  of  gunpowder,, 
was  extended  to  a  distance  of  three  nautical  miles  from  land  on  'a  straight 
coast;  and  by  the  same  rule,  since  the  invention  of  Armstrong  rifled 
cannon,  to  at  least  six  miles. 

"  But  all  waters  inclosed  by  a  line  drawn  between  two  promontories 
or  headlands  are  recognized  by  all  nations  as  neutral.  And  England 
was  the  first  that  adopted  the  rule  calling  such  waters  the  "  King's 
Chambers,"  By  referring  to  Wheaton's  Digest,  page  tiSi,  or  any  other 
good  work  on  international  law,  you  will  find  the  above  the  rules  laid 
down  and  elucidated. 

"  The  fact  that  the  prize  has  not  already  been  burned,  and  that  her 
fate  is  still  in  suspense,  is  clear  proof  that  Captain  Semmes  had  mis- 
givings as  to  the  legality  of  the  capture,  and  awaits  your  excellency's 
assent,  if  you  decide  that  the  prize  was  legally  taken,  you  will  assume 
a  responsibility  which  Captain  Semmes  himself  declined  to  take. 
"  I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

"WALTER  GRAHAM, 

"  United  States  GonsuV 

[Inclosure.] 

"  United  States  Consulate, 

"  Ga^e  Town,  August  6,  1863. 

"  On  this  6th  day  of  August,  1863,  personally  appeared  before  me, 
Walter  Graham,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Cape  Town,  Charles  F. 
White,  master  of  the  Sea  Bride,  of  Boston,  from  New  York,  and  declared 
on  affldavit  that  on  the  3d  day  of  August  instant  he  sighted  Table 
Mountain  and  made  for  Table  Bay,  but  that  on  the  4th  instant,  night 
coming  on,  he  was  compelled  to  stand  out.  On  the  5th  instant  he  again 
made  for  the  anchorage,  and  about  2  o'clock  p.  m.  saw  a  steamer  stand- 
ing toward  the  bark,  which  he  supposed  was  the  English  mail  steamer, 
but  on  nearing  her  he  found  her  to  be  the  confederate  steamer  Alabama. 
He,  Captain  White,  was  peremptorily  ordered  to  heave  his  vessel  to,  as 
a  prize  to  the  Alabama.  One  gun  was  first  fired,  and  immediately  after 
the  demand  was  made  another  gun  was  fired.  Two  boats  were  lowered 
from  the  Alabama  and  sent  on  board  the  bark.  The  officer  in  charge  of 
these  boats  demanded  the  ship's  ])ay)ers,  which  the  said  master  was  com- 
pelled to  take  on  board  the  said  steamer.  This  happened  about  a  quar- 
ter before  3  o'clock.  He  and  his  crew  were  immediately  taken  from  his 
vessel  and  placed  as  prisoners  on  board  the  Alabama ;  the  officers  and 
crew  put  in  irons.  The  position  of  the  bark  at  the  timel  of  capture  was 
as  follows : 

"  Green  Point  lighthouse  bearing  south  by  east. 

"  Bobbin  Island  light-house  bearing  northeast. 

"The  said  appearer  did  further  protest  against  the  illegal  capture  of 
said  vessel,  as  she  was  in  British  waters  at  the  time  of  capture,  accord- 
ing to  the  bearings. 
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"  This  done  and  protested  before  me,  the  said  consul,  the  day,  month, 
and  year  above  written. 

"  WALTEE  GEAHAM, 

"  United  States  Consul. 
"CHAELES  P.WHITE, 

"  Master  of  Sea  BrideP 

Next  morning,  August  7,  I  received  the  following  : 


u 


Colonial  Office,  August  7, 1863. 


"  Siu  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  inclosing  an  affidavit  made  by  the  mas- 
ter of  the  Sea  Bride,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  an  inquiry  into  them  is 
now  in  progress. 

"  I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

"EAWSON  W.  EAWSON, 

"  Colonial  Secretary.'^ 

On  the  same  day  I  sent  to  the  governor  the  following : 

"  United  States  Consulate, 

"  Ca^e  Town,  August  7,  1863. 
"  Sir  :  Understanding  from   your  letter  of  this  date,  received  this 
morning,  that  the  case  of  the  Sea  Bride  is  still  pending,  I  inclose  the 
affidavit  of  the  first  officer  of  that  vessel,  and  the  cook  and  steward, 
which  I  hope  will  throw  additional  light  on  the  subject. 

'■Prom  the  affidavit  of  the  first  officer  it  appears  that  the  alleged 
prize  was  brought  within  one  and  a  half  mile  of  Green  Point  light-house 
yesterday  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.  Now,  as  this  vessel  was  at  that  time  in 
charge  of  a  prize  crew,  it  was  a  violation  of  neutrality  as  much  as  if  the 
capture  had  been  made  at  the  same  distance  from  land.  Pending  your 
decision  of  the  case,  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  that  the  prize 
crew  on  board  the  Sea  Bride  be  removed,  and  that  the  vessel  be  put  in 
charge  of  a  crew  from  Her  Majesty's  ship  Valorous. 
"  I  have  the  honor, 

"  WALTEE  GEAHAM, 

"  United,  States  Consul." 

[Inclosure.] 

"  Afidavit  of  James  Boiertson. 

"  United  States  Oonsttlate, 
"  Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  August  7, 1863. 
"  On  the  day  and  date  hereof  before  me,  Walter  Graham,  consul  for 
the  United  States  of  America  at  Cape  Town,  personally  came  and 
appeared  James  Eobertson,  cook  and  steward  of  the  bark  Sea  Bride,  an 
American  vessel,  and  made  affidavit  that  he  was  on  board  said  bark  on 
the  night  of  the  5th  day  of  August  instant,  after  the  said  bark  had  been 
captured  as  a  prize  by  the  confederate  steamer  Alabama,  and  a  prize 
crew  put  on  board.  That  at  about  five  minutes  before  2  o'clock  a.  m.  of 
the  6th  instant,  the  prize  crew  on  board  the  said  bark  received  a  signal 
from  the  Alabama  aforesaid  to  burn  the  said  bark,  and  immediately  all 
hands  were  called  to  execute  that  order.  That  the  sails  were  clewed,  a 
tar  barrel  taken  from  underneath  the  top-gallant  forecastle  and  placed 
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in  the  forecastle,  and  a  bucket  full  of  tar,  -with  other  combustibles  and 
ammunition,  ordered  on  the  cabin  table ;  but  that  when  these  arrange- 
ments were  completed  another  signal  was  received  from  the  said  Ala- 
bama countermanding  the  order  to  burn  the  said  prize,  and  to  stand  oft 
and  on  the  island  until  daylight,  which  orders  were  obeyed. 

"JAMES  EOBERTSON, 

"  Steward  baric  Sea  Bride. 

"  Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal,  this  7th  day  of  August,  1863. 

"WALTER  GRAHAM, 

"  United  States  Consul." 

[Inolosare.] 

''■Affidavit  of  John  Scliofield. 

"United  States  Consulate, 
"  Cape  Toivn,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  August  7,  1863. 
"On  the  day  and  date  hereof  before  me,  Walter  Graham,  consul  for 
the  United  States  of  America  at  Cape  Town,  personally  came  and 
appeared  John  Schofleld,  first  officer  of  the  bark  Sea  Bride,  of  Boston, 
who  made  aflddavit  that  he  was  on  board  of  said  vessel  at  1  o'clock  p. 
m.  yesterday,  the  6th  day  of  August  instant,  while  she  was  in  posses- 
sion of  a  prize  crew  of  the  steamer  Alabama;  that  he  took  the  bearings 
of  said  bark  at  that  time,  which  were  as  follows :  Bobbin  Island  light- 
house bore  northeast  by  north  one-half  north.  Green  Point  light  house 
bore  southwest  one-half  west. 

"He  also  deposed  that  the  officer  in  command  of  the  bark  came  on 
deck  about  that  time,  and,  stamping  his  foot,  as  if  chagrined  at  finding 
her  so  near  the  land,  ordered  her  farther  off,  which  was  done  immedi- 
ately. 

"JOHKSCHOPIELD, 
''Late  First  Officer  of  bark  Sea  Bride. 

"Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal,  this  7th  day  of  August,  1863. 

"WALTER  GRAHAM, 

"  United  States  Consul." 

The  inclosures  of  the  above  letter  gave  the  bearing  of  the  ship  at  the 
time  mentioned,  which  were  as  follows: 

Robbin  Island  northeast  by  north  one-half  north. 

Green  Point  Light-house  southwest  one-half  west. 

The  steward  also  testified  that  orders  were  given  to  burn  the  Sea 
Bride  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  6th,  which  were  afterward  countermanded 
when  all  was  ready. 

On  Friday  I  learned,  unofficially,  that  testimony  had  been  taken  that 
day  before  a  clerk  of  the  peace  in  Gape  Town  in  relation  to  the  capture 
of  the  Sea  Bride,  and  that  the  testimony  consisted  of  statements  as  to 
the  distance  from  laud,  estimated  by  persons  on  land  at  the  time  of 
capture,  and  that  the  testimony  of  Captain  White  and  others,  of  the 
Sea  Bride  and  of  the  Alabama,  was  thrown  out  or  not  taken. 

"  Mr.  Adamson  to  Mr.  Graham. 

"  Colonial  Office,  August  7, 1863. 
"Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  this  date,  inclosing  two  aflidavits  relative  to  the  Sea  Bride, 
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and  to  state  that  Ms  excellency  is  not  prepared  to  admit  that  the  fact  of 
that  vessel  having  been  brought  by  the  prize  crew  within  one  and  a 
half  mile  of  the  Green  Point  light-house  '  was  a  violation  of  the  neu- 
trality as  much  as  if  the  capture  had  taken  place  at  the  same  distance 
from  land,'  although  both  the  belligerents  are  prohibited  from  bringing 
their  prizes  into  British  ports. 

"  The  governor  does  not  feel  warranted  in  taking  steps  for  the  removal 
of  the  prize  crew  from  the  Sea  Bride. 
"  I  have,  &c., 

"  L.  ADAMSON, 
"  For  the  Colonial  Secretary." 

On  Saturday,  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  received  the  following  letter: 

"  Colonial  Office,  August  8,  1863. 
"  Sir:  With  reference  to  the  correspondence  that  has  passed  relative 
to  the  capture  by  the  confederate  steamer  Alabama  of  the  bark  Sea 
Bride,  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acquaint  you  that,  on  the  best 
information  he  has  been  able  to  procure,  he  has  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  capture  cannot  be  held  to  be  illegal,  or  in  violation  of  the  neu- 
trality of  the  British  government,  by  reason  of  the  distance  from  land 
at  which  it  took  place. 

"  His  excellency  will,  by  next  mail,  make  a  full  report  of  the  case  to 
her  Majesty's  government. 

"  I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

"  EAWSON  W.  RAWSON, 

"  Colonial  Secretary.'''' 

On  Monday  morning  I  dispatched  the  following : 

"  United  States  Consulate, 

"  Cafe  Town,  August  10,  1863. 

"  Sir  :  Tonr  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Sea  Bride  was  duly  received 
at  4  o'clock  p.  m.  on  Saturday.  In  communicating  that  decision  you 
simply  announce  that  the  vessel  was,  in  your  opinion,  and  according  to 
evidence  before  you,  a  legal  prize  to  the  Alabama,  but  you  omit  to  state 
the  principle  of  international  law  that  governed  your  decision,  and  neg- 
lect to  furnish  me  with  the  evidence  relied  upon  by  you.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  can  neither  have  the  evidence  verified  nor  rebutted 
here,  nor  am  I  enabled  to  transmit  it,  as  it  stands,  to  the  American  min- 
ister at  London,  nor  the  United  States  Government  at  Washington.  An 
invitation  to  be  present  when  the  ex  parte  testimony  was  taken  was  not 
extended  to  rae,  and  I  am  therefore  ignorant  of  the  tenor  of  it,  and  can- 
nob  distinguish  the  portion  thrown  out  from  that  which  was  accepted. 
If  your  decision  is  that  the  neutral  waters  of  this  colony  only  extend  a 
distance  of  three  miles  from  land,  the  character  of  that  decision  would 
have  been  aptly  illustrated  to  the  people  of  Cape  Town  had  an  Ameri- 
can war  vessel  appeared  on  the  scene  and  engaged  the  Alabama  in  bat- 
tle. In  such  a  contest,  with  cannon  carrying  a  distance  of  six  miles, 
(three  over  land,)  the  crashing  buildings  in  Cape  Town  would  have  been 
an  excellent,  commentary  on  your  decision. 

"  But  the  decision  has  been  made  and  cannot  be  revoked  here,  so  that 
further  comment  at,  present  is  therefore  unnecessary.  It  can  only  be 
reversed  by  the  government  you  represent,  which  it  probably  will  be 
when  the  United  States  Government  shall  claim  indemnity  for  the  own- 
ers of  the  Sea  Bride. 
29  A  C— VI 
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"  An  armed  vessel  named  the  Tuscaloosa,  claiming  to  act  under  the 
aathority  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  entered  Simon's  Bay  on 
Saturday,  the  8th  instant.  That  vessel  was  formerly  owned  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  while  engaged  in  lawful  commerce  was  cap- 
tured as  a  prize  by  the  Alabama.  She  was  subsequently  fitted  out  with 
arms  by  the  Alabama,  to  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
and  now,  without  having  been  condemned  as  a  prize  by  any  admiralty 
court  of  any  recognized  government,  she  is  permitted  to  enter  a  neutral 
port  in  violation  of  the  Queen's  proclamation,  with  her  original  cargo 
on  board !  Against  this-proceeding  Ihereby  mout  emphatically  protest ; 
and  I  claim  that  the  vessel  ought  to  be  given  up  to  her  lawful  owners. 
The  capture  of  the  Sea  Bride  in  neutral  waters,  together  with  the  case 
of  the  Tuscaloosa,  also  a  prize,  constitute  the  latest  and  best  illustration 
of  British  neutrality  that  has  yet  been  given. 
"  I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

"  WALTEE  GEAHAM, 

"  United  States  Consul. 

"  His  Excellency  Philip  E.  Wodehouse." 

On  the  same  day  I  received  the  following : 

"  Colonial  Office,  August  10,  1863. 
"  SiE:  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  this  date,  and  to  state  with  reference  to  that  part  of  it 
which  relates  to  the  Tuscaloosa,  that  his  excellency  is  still  in  correspond- 
ence with  the  commander-in-chief  respecting  the  character  of  that  ves- 
sel and  the  privileges  to  which  she  is  entitled. 
"  I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

"  EAWSOISr  W.  EAWSOK, 

"  Colonial  Secretary.'^ 

I  did  not  reply  to  the  foregoing  until  Wednesday,  the  12th  instant, 
when  I  sent  the  following : 

"  United  States  Consulate, 

"  Cape  Town,  August  12,  1863. 

"Sir  :  Upon  receiving  your  last  communication  to  me,  dated  the  10th 
instant,  I  deemed  it  simply  a  rei)ort  of  progress  on  one  subject,  treated 
of  in  my  last  letter  to  your  excellency,  and  I  have,  therefore,  waited 
anxiously  for  the  receipt  of  another  letter  from  the  colonial  secretary, 
communicating  the  final  result  in  the  case.  Failing  to  receive  it,  and 
hearing  yesterday  p.  m.  that  the  Tuscaloosa  would  proceed  to  sea  from 
Simon's  Bay  to-day,  I  applied  for  an  injunction  from  the  supreme  court 
to  prevent  the  vessel  sailing  before  I  had  an  opportunity  of  showing  by 
witnesses  that  she  is  owned  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  United  States  ;  that 
her  true  name  is  the  Conrad  ;  that  she  has  never  been  condemned  as  a 
prize  by  any  legally  constituted  admiralty  court ;  and  that  I  am  ex- 
ofQcio  the  legal  agent  of  the  owners,  underwriters,  and  all  others  con- 
cerned. I  have  not  yet  heard  the  result  of  that  application,  and,  fearing 
that  delay  may  allow  her  to  escape,  I  would  respectfully  urge  you  to  de- 
tain her  in  port  until  the  proper  legal  steps  can  be  taken. 

"  I  am  well  aware  that  your  government  has  conceded  to  the  so-called 
Confederate  States  the  rights  of  belligerents,  and  is  thereby  bound  to 
respect  Captain  Semuies's  commission ;  but  having  refused  to  recognize 
the  confederacy  as  a  nation,  and  having  excluded  his  captures  from  all 
the  ports  of  the  British  empire,  the  captures  necessarily  revert  to  the 
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real  owners,  and  are  forfeited  by  Captain  Semmes  as  soon  as  they  enter 
a  British  port. 

"  Hoping  to  receive  an  answer  to  this  and  the  preceding  letter  as  early 
as  possible,  and  that  yon  will  noc  construe  my  persistent  conrse  through- 
out this  correspondence  on  neutral  rights  as  importunate,  or  my  remarks 
as  inopportune, 

"I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

"WALTER  GRAHAM, 

"  United  States  Consul.''^ 

Late  on  the  same  day  I  received  the  following : 

"  Colonial  Office,  August  12,  1863.  , 
"  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  this  date,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  it  was  not  until  late 
last  evening  that  his  excellency  received  from  the  naval  commander-in- 
chief  information  that  the  condition  of  the  Tuscaloosa  was  such  as,  as 
his  excellency  is  advised,  to  entitle  her  to  be  regarded  as  a  vessel  of 
war. 

"The  governor  is  not  aware,  nor  do  you  refer  him  to  the  provisions  of 
international  law  by  which  captured  vessels,  as  soon  as  they  enter  our 
neutral  ports,  revert  to  their  real  owners  and  are  forfeited  by  their  cap- 
tors. But  his  excellencj'  believes  that  the  claims  of  contending  parties 
to  ^-essels  captured  can  only  be  determined  in  the  first  instance  by  the 
courts  of  the  captor's  country. 

"  The  governor  desires  me  to  add  that  he  cannot  offer  any  objection 
to  the  tenor  of  the  correspondence  which  you  have  addressed  to  him  on 
this  subject,  and  that  he  is  very  sensible  of  the  courtesy  you  have 
exhibited  under  such  very  peculiar  circumstances.  He  gives  you  credit 
for  acting  on  a  strict  sense  of  duty  to  your  country. 
"I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

"EAWSON  W.  RAWSOjIJf." 

On  the  17th  instant,  (Monday,)  I  wrote  the  following  letter: 

"United  States  Consulate, 

"  Gape  Town,  August  17,  1863. 

"SiE:  I  have  delayed  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  last  letter, 
dated  August  12,  on  account  of  events  transpiring,  but  which  h.ive  not 
yet  culminated,  so  as  to  form  the  subject  of  correspondence. 

' '  Your  decision  that  the  Tuscaloosa  is  a  vessel  of  war,  and  by  inference  a 
prize,  astonishes  me,  because  I  do  not  see  the  necessary  incompatibility. 
Four  guns  were  taken  from  on  board  the  Talisman  (also  a  prize)  and  put 
on  board  the  Conrad,  (Tuscaloosa;)  but  that  transfer  did  not  change  the 
character  of  either  vessel  as  a  prize,  for  neither  of  them  could  cease  to 
be  a  prize  till  it  had  been  condemned  in  an  admiralty  court  of  the  cap- 
tor's country,  which  it  is  not  pretended  had  been  done.  The  Tuscaloosa, 
therefore,  being  a  prize,  was  forbidden  to  enter  Simon's  Bay,  by  the 
Queen's  proclamation,  and  should  have  been  ordered  off  at  once;  but  slie 
was  not  so  ordered.  Granting  that  Her  Majesty's  proclamation  aftirmed 
the  right  of  Captain  Semmes,  as  a  belligerent,  to  take  and  to  hold  prizes 
on  the  high  seas,  it  just  as  emphatically  denies  his  right  to  hold  them  in 
British  ports.  TSow,  if  he  could  not  hold  them  in  Simon's  Bay,  who  else 
could  hold  them  except  those  whose  right  to  hold  them  was  antecedent 
to  his — that  is,  the  owners"? 
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"The  Tuscaloosa  remained  iu  Simon's  Bay  seven  clays,  with  her 
original  cargo  of  skins  and  wool  on  board.  This  cargo,  I  am  informed 
by  those  who  claimed  to  Mow,  has  been  purchased  by  merchants  in  Cape 
Town;  and  if  it  should  be  landed  here  directly  from  the  prize,  or  be 
transferred  to  other  vessels  at  some  secluded  harbor  on  the  coast  be- 
yond this  colony,  and  brought  from  there  here,  the  infringement  of 
neutrality  will  be  so  palpable  and  flagrant  that  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment will  probably  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  owners  gracefully  and  at 
once,  and  thus  remove  all  cause  of  complaint.  In  so  doing,  it  will  have 
to  disavow  and  repudiate  the  acts  of  its  executive  agents  here — a  result 
I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  prevent. 

"  Greater  cause  of  complaint  will  exist  if  the  cargo  of  the  Sea  Bride 
is  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner,  as  I  have  reason  to  apprehend  it 
will  be,  when  negotiations  are  concluded ;  for,  being  originally  captured 
in  neutral  waters,  the  thin  guise  of  neutrality  would  be  utterly  torn 
into  shreds  by  the  sale  of  her  cargo  here. 

"The  Georgia,  a  confederate  war  steamer,  arrived  at  Simon's  Bay 
yesterday,  and  the  Florida,  another  vessel  of  the  same  class,  has  ar- 
rived or  is  expected  hourly  at  Saldanha  Bay,  where  she  may  remain  a 
week  without  your  knowledge,  as  the  place  is  very  secluded.  The  Ala- 
bama remained  here  in  Table  Bay  nearly  four  days,  and  at  Simon's  Bay 
six  days ;  and  as  the  Tuscaloosa  was  allowed  to  remain  in  Simon's  Bay 
seven  days,  I  apprehend  that  the  Georgia  and  Florida  will  meet  with  the 
same  and  even  greater  favors.  Under  such  circumstances  further  pro- 
tests from  me  would  seem  to  be  unavailing,  and  I  only  put  the  facts 
upon  record  for  the  benefit  of  my  government  and  officials  possessed  of 
diplomatic  functions. 

"  I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

"  WALTER  GRAHAM,     . 
"  United  States  Consul." 

I  have  not  as  yet  received  any  answer  to  the  foregoing  letter,  and  1 
have  little  else  to  communicate  beyond  what  is  embraced  in  my  corre- 
spondence. 

The  Georgia  reports  no  captures  since  she  left  Bahia,  Brazil.  The 
Alabama  and  Tuscaloosa  are  cruising  on  this  coast,  near  Table  Bay. 

isTo  American  war  ships  have  yet  appeared  here,  but  they  are  anx- 
iously looked  for. 

Two  merchants  from  this  place  have  gone  to  Saldanha  Bay  to  buy 
prize  cargoes.  When  they  return  I  will  watch  their  proceedings  closely. 

A  company  of  speculators  offered  Captain  Semmes  £4,000  for  the  Sea 
Bride  and  cargo,  and  he  would  have  taken  it;  but  he  wanted  a  bond 
that  tliey  would  not  revert  to  the  enemy.  They  offered  me  a  large 
bribe  if  I  would  give  my  authority  to  have  them  sold  here  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  underwriters,  they  asking  £7,000  for  the  ransom ;  but  I  re- 
fused to  give  them  my  authority  to  sell.  This  was  before  Captain 
Semmes  spoke  of  the  bond. 

Should  anything  else  occur  in  connection  with  this  affair,  I  will  let. 
you  know  as  soon  as  any  mail  leaves  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

Minister  Plenipotentiary,  &o.,  &c. 

[For  further  correspondence  relative  to  the  "Alabama"  at  Cape  Town 
see  Vol.  IV,  page  .215,  "  General  Appendix, "  No.  10.]  ' 
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[Extracts  from  the  Cape  Town  Argus  of  August  11, 1863.] 

During  tlie  whole  of  Saturday  tlie  Alabama  lay  quietly  at  anchor  in 
Table  Bay,  the  waters  of  which  had  then  become  comparatively  calm, 
but  with  the  Valorous  no  longer  alongside,  that  vessel  having  dragged 
her  anchors  during  Friday  night,  and  drifted  a  considerable  distance  to 
leeward.  In  "the  latter  part  of  the  day,  although  the  weather  was 
gloomy,  a  goodly  number  of  visitors  went  off  to  the  vessel,  and  were 
received  with  the  courteous  urbanity  which  distinguished  the  conduct 
of  the  ofiicers  of  the  ship  toward  the  crowds  who  thronged  around  her 
on  Thursday.  His  excellency  the  governor,  having,  as  stated  in  our 
issue  of  Saturday  last,  decided  that  prima  facie  there  was  no  ground  for 
his  interference  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  the  Sea  Bride,  the  mind  of 
Captain  Semmes  was  untroubled  by  any  of  the  abstruse  questions  sup- 
posed by  some  people  to  be  occupying  the  attention  of  his  excellency 
the  governor,  and  puzzling  the  brains  of  the  attorney  general.  Having 
completed  on  Saturday  the  repairs  intended  to  be  effected  here,  at  an 
early  hour  on  Sunday  morning  Captain  Semmes  weighed  anchor,  and  at 
6  o'clock  the  Alabama  took  her  first  departure  from  Table  Bay. 

On  Saturday  the  confederate  cruiser  Tuscaloosa,  Lieutenant  Low, 
commander,  formerly  the  Conrad  of  Philadelphia,  captured  by  the  Ala- 
bama, and  converted  by  Captain  Semmes  into  a  tender  to  his  ship,  put 
into  Simon's  Bay  for  the  purpose  of  refitting.  She  carries  two  guns 
and  ten  men  before  the  mast.  About  fourteen  days  ago  she  fell  iu  with 
the  American  ship  Santee,  bound  from  Eangoon  to  Falmouth,  and  cap- 
tured her ;  but  as  the  vessel  was  laden  with  a  cargo  belonging  to  Brit- 
ish owners,  she  was  allowed  to  proceed  on  giving  a  bond  of  $150,000. 
A  few  days  after  the  Tuscaloosa  fell  iu  with  the  American  China  clipper- 
ship  Snow  Squall,  eight  hundred  tons,  homeward  bound.  It  was  blow- 
ing hard  at  the  time,  and  the  Tuscaloosa,  having  fired  at  the  Snow 
Squall  without  bringing  her  to,  made  chase;  but  the  latter,  being  the 
fastest  sailer,  escaped. 


[Extract  from  the  Cape  Town  Argus  of  August  20,  1863.] 

The  Alabama  sailed  from  Simon's  Bay  on  Saturday  last.  The  bark 
Saxon,  from  Algoa  Bay,  belonging  to  Messrs.  William  Anderson,  Saxon 
&  Co.,  reports  having  been  boarded  by  the  confederate  steamer, Ala- 
bama, off  the  cape.  After  inspection  of  the  ship's  papers  she  was 
allowed  to  proceed  on  her  voyage,  with  an  apology  for  the  detention. 
The  Saxon  arrived  in  Table  Bay  on  Monday.  On  Sunday  afternoon  the 
confederate  steamer  Georgia,  CaiJtain  Maury,  entered  Simon's  Bay  for 
coals  and  repairs. 

The  Georgia  will  take  in  from  two  hundred  to  three  hundred  tons  of 
coals,  besides  general  supplies.  The  Florida  is  expected  to  put  into 
Saldanha  Bay. 


[Extract  from  the  Cape  Town  Argus  of  Septemher  19,  1863.] 

[from  our  specIxVL  correspondent.] 

Simon's  Bay,  September  18,  1863. 
Here  we  have  the  Alabama  once  more  lying  at  her  anchorage  within 
three  hundred  yards  of  Grout's  Hotel,  and  within  pretty  nearly  the  same 
distance  off  Hood  Bay,  just  on  the  other  side  of  the  point.    We  have  the 
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federal  Vaiiderbilt  cruising  about  in  seach  of  the  famous  confederate. 
So  it  would  appear  that  if  there  has  not  been  actual  flighting  outside,  as 
it  was  reported  there  had  been,  the  steamers  have  been  within  an  ace 
of  coming  into  collision. 

The  arrival  of  the  Alabama  has  created  quite  a  stir  throughout  the 
place.  It  seems  as  if  there  was  something  doing  once  more.  The  offi- 
cers are  on  shore  stretching  their  legs  a  bit,  and  enjoying  themselves  in 
various  ways,  and  on  board  all  hands  are  at  work  cleaning,  painting, 
and  trimaiing  the  ship.  There  have  been  a  hundred  stories  afloat  since 
the  Alabama  left  and  the  Vanderbilt  arrived  as  to  the  movement  of  the 
ships;  and  although  there  was  no  truth  in  the  rumor  of  a  fight  having 
taken  place  a  day  or  two  ago,  nor  in  a  good  deal  besides  that  has  been 
said  about  the  Alabama,  it  appears  that  rumor  was  pretty  well  informed 
on  a  few  points,  and  especially  with  regard  to  the  Sea  Bride  and  the 
Tuscaloosa.  With  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  exact  state  of  the  facts  I 
took  a  run  down  here  on  Thursday  evening,  found  Captain  Semmes  on 
board  his  ship,  and  heard  from  his  own  lips  an  account  of  what  he  has 
done  since  he  left  the  bay,  what  has  become  of  his  prizes,  and  what  his 
future  movements  are  likely  to  be. 

It  appears  that  when  he  left  False  Bay  he  resolved  to  spend  a  few  days 
in  looking  after  federal  merchantmen  coming  from  the  east,  and  think- 
ing L'Aquillas  the  most  likely  place  to  fall  in  with  them,  he  took  up  a 
position  oft'  that  point.  The  Tuscaloosa  and  the  Sea  Bride  had  been 
previously  ordered  to  go  to  Angra  Pequena. 

The  object  of  sending  the  Tuscaloosa  there  was  to  get  wool  taken  out 
of  her  and  replaced  by  ballast,  and  then  to  send  her  cruising  as  before. 
Captain  Semmes  had  previously  had  an  offer  for  the  Sea  Bride,  which 
he  resolved  to  acccept.  He  says  that  his  desire  was,  and  is,  to  observe 
strictlj'  the  laws  of  neutrality,  and  to  do  nothing  which  can  possibly 
give  offense  to  the  British  authorities.  Angra  Pequena  belongs  as 
much  to  Captain  Semmes  as  to  the  British  government,  or  j)erhaps  any- 
body else,  and  any  transaction  there  could  give  no  ground  of  complaint 
to  Grovernor  Wodehouse,  Admiral  Walker,  or  the  imperial  government. 
A  day  was  fixed  for  both  the  Tuscaloosa  and  Sea  Bride  to  be  at  anchor 
in  the  harbor  of  Angra  Pequena.  Upon  that  day  Captain  Semmes  took 
in  the  Alabama,  met  the  parties  who  had  made  him  the  offer  for  the  Sea 
Bride,  and  completed  the  sale  of  her.  Whsn  sold,  the  Sea  Bride  was 
taken  away.  The  wool  was  taken  out  of  the  Tuscaloosa  and  landed. 
The  Tuscaloosa  was  ballasted,  went  to  sea  again,  and  is  now  cruising  not 
very  far  off  the  land.  Captain  Semmes  then  returned  to  his  position  off 
L'Aquillas  bank,  but  not  a  single  federal  merchantman  made  her  appear- 
ance. He  boarded,  while  there,  sixteen  ships,  but  all  were  English  car- 
goes.   The  following  is  a  list  of  them: 

August  15.  English  bark  Saxon,  Algoa  Bay  to  Cape  Town.  17th. 
English  ship  Broughton  Hall,  Bombay  to  Liverpool;  medical  aid  being 
required  on  board  her.  Assistant  Surgeon  Llewellyn  was  sent  to  render 
it.  19th.  English  ship  Camperdowu,  Madras  to  London.  20th.  English 
bark  Durban,  Natal  to  London.  22d.  Overhauled  a  bark  showing  Dutch 
colors.  23d.  English  ship  Sarawak,  Bombay  to  Liverpool.  21th.  Dutch 
bark  Maria  Elizabeth,  Batavia  to  Amsterdam.  28th.  English  schooner 
Flower  of  Yarrow,  Ichaboe  to  Cape  Town.  September  3d.  English  ship 
Punjaub,  Kurrachee  to  London.  4th.  English  bark  Isle  of  May,  Ceylon 
to  London,  by  signal.  8th.  English  ship  Nahant,  Bombay  to  Liverpool. 
9th.  Saw  a  bark  showing  English  colors;  English  ship  Cameronian, 
Calcutta  to  London ;  English  ship  Flora,  Manilla  to  Liverpool.  12th. 
Exchanged  colors  with  an  English  bark. 


THE  ALABAMA.  455 

The  wool  taken  out  of  the  Tuscaloosa  at  Angra  Pequena  is  now  on 
its  way  to  a  market,  where  Captain  Semmes  did  not  tell  me,  and  it  being 
no  business  of  mine,  nor,  so  far  as  [  am  aware,  of  anybody  else  except 
himself,  I  did  not  think  fit  to  inquire.  He  does  not  himself  know  pre- 
cisely where  the  Sea  Bride  is  gone,  but  he  made  no  secret  as  to  her  pur- 
chaser. 

He  expects  to  leave  False  Bay  about  Monday  next.  He  would  not 
have  coine  back  to  Simon's  Bay  now,  but  his  condensing  apparatus  got 
out  of  order.  A  few  days  after  leaving  Simon's  Bay,  and  when  about 
four  days  at  sea,  he  found  that  the  condenser  did  not  act  properly.  It 
did  not  take  more  than  one-third  of  the  salt  out  of  the  water.  Captain 
Semmes  was  consequently  compelled  to  put  the  men  upon  an  allowance. 
Upon  arriving'  at  Angra  Pequena  he  obtained  from  a  person  there  six- 
teen casks  of  water,  and  that  quantity  sufficed  for  the  return  voyage  to 
Simon's  Bay.  The  repairs  of  the  condenser  are  nearly  completed,  and 
as  soon  as  the  coal  is  on  board  the  Alabama  will  be  ready  to  take  her 
final  departure  from  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope.  Captain  Semmes  says 
that  it  is  not  j)robable  that  when  once  he  gets  away  we  shall  see  his 
face  again  for  some  time  to  come. 


Mr.  Graham  to  Mr.  Seward. 
FExtraot.J 

No.  lO.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Gape  Town,  September  19,  1863. 

Sir  :  On  the  lith  instant,  a  vessel  arrived  here  from  Angra  Pequena, 
and  her  crew  being  brought  before  a  magistrate  were  made  to  reveal  the 
following  facts :  That  the  Alabama  and  her  two  prizes  sailed  for  the 
latter  place ;  that  the  Tuscaloosa  discharged  her  cargo  there,  and  left 
in  ballast  as  a  privateer,  with  her  four  guns  on  board,  on  the  5th  instant ; 
that  the  Sea  Bride  discharged  part  of  her  cargo  there,  and  was  bound 
for  some  port  unknown ;  and  that  the  chief  purchaser  of  the  Sea  Bride 
and  the  two  cargoes  was  Thomas  Blmstone,  of  the  firm  of  Eobert  Gran- 
ger &  Co.  of  this  place,  who  superintended  all  the  transactions  in  per- 
son. 

The  above  evidence  I  did  not  hear  of  until  the  evening  af  the  16th 
instant,  though  the  governor  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  deposi- 
tions. On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  I  sent  a  letter  to  his  excellency,  re- 
questing a  copy  of  the  evidence,  but  up  to  the  present  time  have  received 
no  reply. 

The  Alabama  returned  to  Simon's  Bay  on  the  evening  of  the  16th,  to 
take  in  coal  and  repair  her  steam  condensers. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

WALTER  GRAHAM. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[B.  B.  B.,  N.  A„  No.  6, 1864,  p.  1.] 

Bear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  the  secretary  to  the  admiralty. 

iSTABOissus,  Simon's  Bat,  August  19,  1863. 
Sm  :  I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  my  lords  commissioners 
of  the  admiralty  with  the  following  particulars  relative  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Confederate  States  ships  of  war  Alabama,  her  reported  ten- 
der Tuscaloosa,  and  the  Georgia,  which  have  recently  arrived  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

2.  On  the  28th  of  July  an  Englisb  schooner  arrived  in  Table  Bay, 
and  reported  that  on  the  previous  day  she  had  been  boarded  by  the  con- 
federate steamer  Alabama  fifteen  miles  northwest  of  Green  Point.  Af- 
ter some  inquiries  the  Alabama  left  her  steering  northeast. 

3.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence  I  ordered  Captain  Forsyth, 
of  the  Valorous,  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  any  of  the 
ports  in  this  colony  where  the  Alabama  might  anchor,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve the  rules  of  strict  neutrality. 

4.  By  a  letter  addressed  to  the  governor  of  this  colony  by  Captain 
Semmes,  copy  of  which  was  telegraphed  to  me  on  the  4th  instant,  it 
appears  that  the  Alabama  had  proceeded  to  Saldanha  Bay  for  a  few 
days,  anchoring  there  on  the  29th  of  July. 

5.  On  the  5th  instant  I  received  a  private  telegram  to  the  eifect  that 
the  Alabama  was  off  Table  Bay,  when  I  directed  the  Valorous  immedi- 
ately to  proceed  to  that  anchorage;  and  shortly  afterward  a  telegram 
reached  me  from  th*^  governor  stating  "that  the  Alabama  had  captured 
a  vessel — American — which  was  in  sight,  and  steering  for  Table  Bay." 
The  Valorous  reached  that  bay  at  10.15  p.  m.,  where  the  Alabama  had 
anchored  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day. 

6.  Captain  Forsyth  having  informed  me  that  the  tender  to  the  Ala- 
bama had  been  ordered  by  Captain  Semmes  to  Simon's  Bay  for  provis- 
ions, and  having  learned  that  this  vessel  had  been  captured  off  the 
coast  of  Brazil,  and  not  been  condemned  in  any  prize  court,  I  had  doubts 
as  to  the  legality  of  considering  her  in  the  light  of  a  tender,  being  un- 
der the  impression  that  it  was  a  ruse  to  disguise  the  real  character  of 
the  vessel.  1  therefore  wrote  to  the  governor  to  obtain  the  opinion  of 
the  attorney  general  of  the  colony  upon  this  subject,  which  correspond- 
ence is  inclovsed. 

7.  On  the  8th  of  August  the  tender  Tuscaloosa,  a  sailing  bark,  arrived 
in  Simon's  Bay,  and  the  boarding  officer  having  reported  to  me  that  her 
original  cargo  of  wool  was  still  on  board,  I  felt  that  there  were  grounds 
for  doubting  her  real  character,  and  again  called  the  governor's  atten- 
tion to  this  circumstance.  My  letter  and  his  reply  are  annexed.  And 
I  would  here  beg  to  submit  to  their  lordships'  notice  that  this  power  of 
a  captain  of  a  ship  of  war  to  constitute  every  prize  he  may  take  a  ten- 
der, appears  to  me  to  be  likely  to  lead  to  abuse  and  evasion  of  the  laws 
of  strict  neutrality  by  being  used  as  a  means  for  bringing  prizes  into 

neutral  ports  for  disposal  of  their  cargoes,  and  secret  arrangements 

which  arrangements,  it  must  be  seen,  could  afterwards  be  easily  carried 
out  at  isolated  places. 

8.  The  Alabama,  after  laying  three  days  in  Table  Bay,  came  to  this 
anchorage  to  calk  and  reiit.  She  arrived  here  on  the  9th,  and  sailed 
again  on  the  15th  instant.  Captain  Semmes  was  guarded  in  his  con- 
duct, and  expressed  himself  as  most  anxious  not  to  violate  the  neutrality 
of  these  waters. 

9.  I  should  observe  that,  from  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Cap- 
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tain  Forsytli  to  the  governor,  it  would  appear  that  the  vessel  Sea  Bride, 
taken  by  the  Alabama  off  Table  Bay,  was  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of 
neutral  territory. 

10.  Daring  his  passage  to  this  port  Captain  Semmes  chased  another 
American  vessel,  the  Martha  Weutzel,  standing  in  for  Table  Bay.  On 
my  pointing  out  to  him  that  he  had  done  so  in  neutral  waters,  he  as- 
sured me  that  it  was  quite  unintentional,  and,  being  at  a  distance  from 
the  land,  he  did  not  observe  that  he  had  got  within  three  miles  of  an 
imaginary  line  drawn  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  Cape  Hanglip, 
but  on  discovering  it  he  did  not  detain  the  vessel.  This  explanation  I 
considered  sufficient. 

11.  The  tender  Tuscaloosa,  having  been  detained  by  a  strong  south- 
easter, got  under  way  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  sea  on  the  14th  in- 
stant, but  anchored  again  a  little  distance  from  the  Eoman  Eock  light- 
house in  consequence  of  a  thick  fog  prevailing. 

12.  The  Alabama  did  not  take  in  any  coal  either  here  or  at  Table  Bay, 
but  after  being  calked  she  proceeded  to  sea  on  the  15th  instant,  followed 
by  the  Tuscaloosa.    Their  destinations  are  unknown. 

13.  On  the  16th  instant  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Georgia, 
Commander  Maury,  anchored  in  this  bay.  She  requires  coal,  provisions, 
and  calking.    This  vessel  did  not  meet  the  Alabama  outside. 

11.  The  Florida,  another  Confederate  States  steamer,  is  reported  to 
be  off  this  coast;  probably  cruising  to  intercept  the  homeward-bonnd 
American  ships  from  China ;  indeed,  it  is  with  that  object  these  ships 
are  on  this  part  of  the  station. 

15.  I  have  learned,  since  the-  departure  of  the  Alabama  and  her  so- 
called  tender,  that  overtures  were  made  by  some  parties  in  Cape  Town 
to  purchase  the  cargo  of  wool,  but,  being  unsatisfactory,  they  were  not 
accepted.  It  is  reported  to  be  Captain  Semmes's  intention  to  destroy 
the  Tnscalooia  at  sea. 

16.  The  Alabama  is  a  steamer  of  about  nine  hundred  tons,  with  eight 
guns  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  Georgia  is  an  iron  steamer 
of  about  seven  hundred  tons,  with  five  guns  and  one  hundred  and  ten 
men.  The  Tuscaloosa  is  a  sailing  bark  of  five  hundred  tons,  having 
two  small  guns  and  ten  men. 

I  have,  &c., 

B.  W.  WALKEE. 


fB.  B.  B.,  N.  A.,  No.  6, 1864,  p.  2.] 
Captain  Semmes,  Confederate  States  navy,  to  Governor  Sir  P.  Wodeliouse. 

CONFEDEKATE  STATES  STEAMER  ALABAMA, 

Saldanha  Bay,  August  1,  1863. 
SiK :  An  opportunity  is  offered  me  by  the  coasting  schooner  Atlas  to 
communicate  with  the  Cape,  of  which  I  promptly  avail  myself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  I  arrived  in, this  bay 
on  Wednesday  morning  last  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  some  necessary 
repairs.  As  soon  as  these  repairs  can  be  completed  I  will  proceed  to 
sea,  and  in  the  mean  time  your  excellency  may  rest  assured  that  1  will 
pay  the  strictest  attention  to  the  neutrality  of  your  government. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  SEMMES. 
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[B.  B;  B.,  N.  a.,  No.  6, 1864,  p.  2.] 
Captain  Forsyth  to  Bear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker. 

Valorous,  Table  Bat,  August  6,  1863. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  at  10.15  p.  m.  last 
evening,  and  found  the  confederate  steamer  Alabama  had  anchored  at 
3  p.  m.  previously. 

This  morning  1  put  myself  in  conimunication  with  the  commander  of 
that  vessel,  and  he  informs  me  he  intends  leaving  this  anchorage  at  day- 
light to-morrow,  or  as  soon  as  he  has  provisioned,  and  he  proceeds  to 
Simon's  Bay  for  repairs ;  he  also  informed  me  he  had  a  tender  which  he 
left  cruising  outside,  and  had  ordered  her  to  Simon's  Bay,  there  to  pro- 
cure provisions. 

On  my  visiting  his  excellency  the  governor  he  requested  I  would 
remain  here  a  few  days,  provided  you  had  no  objection,  in  case  of  the 
arrival  of  the  confederate  vessel  Florida,  which  is  expected. 
1  have,  &c. 

CHAELES  0.  FOESYTH. 


[B.  B.  B.,  N.  A.,  No.  6, 1864,  p.  2.  j 

Bear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  Governor  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 

Nakcissus,  Simon's  Bat,  August  7, 1863. 
Sir:  Captain  Forsyth  having  informed  me  that  the  Alabama  has  a 
tender  outside  captured  by  Oaptain  Semmes  on  the  coast  of  America, 
and  commissioned  by  one  of  the  Alabama's  lieutenants,  and  as  this  ves- 
sel has  been  ordered  into  Simon's  Bay  for  provisions,  may  I  request 
your  excellency  will  be  good  enough  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  law 
officers  whether  this  vessel  ought  still  to  be  looked  upon  in  the  light  of 
a  prize,  she  never  having  been  condemned  in  a  prize  court;  the  instruc- 
tions, copy  of  which  I  inclose,  strictly  forbidding  prizes  captured  by 
either  of  the  contending  parties  in  North  America  being  admitted  into 
our  ports. 

I  have,  &c., 

B.  W.  WALKBE. 


[B.  B.  B.,  N.  A.,  No.  6,  1864,  p.  3.] 

Governor  Sir  P.  Wodehouse  to  Bear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker. 

Government  House,  Cape  Tovtn,  August  8, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's 
letter  of  yesterday's  date,  and  to  inclose  the  copy  of  an  opinion  given 
by  the  acting  attorney  general,  to  the  effect  that  the  vessel  to  which 
you  refer  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  tender  and  not  as  a  jirize. 

I  shall  take  care  to  submit  this  question  to  Her  Majesty's  government 
by  the  next  mail,  but  in  the  mean  time  I  conclude  that  your  excellency 
will  be  prepared  to  act  on  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general  in  respect 
to  any  vessels  which  may  enter  these  ports  in  the  character  of  prizes 
converted  into  ships  of  war  by  the  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

I  have,  &c., 

P.  E.  WODEHOUSE. 
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[B.  B.  B.,  N.  A.,  No.  6,  1864,  p.  3.] 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  B.  WalTcer  to  Governor  Sir  P.  WodeJiouse. 

Narcissus,  Simon's  Bay,  August  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excelleucy's 
letter  of  this  day's  date,  covering  the  written  opinion  of  the  acting 
attorney  general  of  this  colony  as  to  the  legality  of  the  so-called  tender 
to  the  Confederate  States  armed  ship  Alabama,  and  for  which  I  beg  to 
express  my  thanks. 

The  vessel  in  question,  now  called  the  Tuscaloosa,  arrived  here  this 
evening,  and  the  boarding  of&cer  from  my  flag-ship  obtained  the  follow- 
ing information : 

That  she  is  a  bark  of  five  hundred  tons,  with  two  small  rifled  12- 
pounder  guns  and  ten  men,  and  was  captured  by  the  Alabama  on  the 
21st  June  last  off  the  coast  of  Brazil ;  cargo  of  wool  still  on  board. 

The  admission  of  this  vessel  into  port  will,  I  fear,  open  the  door  for 
numbers  of  vessels  captured  under  similar  circumstances  being  denomi- 
nated tenders,  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  prohibition  contained  in  the 
Queen's  instructions ;  and  I  would  observe  that  the  vessel  Sea  Bride, 
captured  by  the  Alabama  off  Table  Bay  a  few  daj^s  since,  or  all  other 
prizes,  might  be  in  like  manner  stj'led  tenders,  making  the  prohibition 
entirely  null  and  void. 

I  apprehend  that  to  bring  a  captured  vessel  under  the  denomination 
of  a  vessel  of  war,  she  must  be  fitted  for  warlike  purposes,  and  not 
merely  have  a  few  men  and  two  small  guns  put  on  board  her  (in  fact 
nothing  but  a  prize  crew)  in  order  to  disguise  her  real  character  as  a 
prize. 

Now  this  vessel  has  her  original  cargo  of  wool  still  on  board,  which 
cannot  be  required  for  warlike  purposes,  and  her  armament  and  the 
number  of  her  crew  are  quite  insufficient  for  any  services  other  than 
those  of  slight  defense. 

Viewing  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  they  afford  room  for. the 
supposition  that  the  vessel  is  styled  a  tender  with  the  object  of  avoid- 
ing the  prohibition  against  her  entrance  as  a  prize  into  our  ports,  where, 
if  the  captors  wished,  arrangements  could  be  made  for  the  disposal  of 
her  valuable  cargo,  the  transshipment  of  which,  your  excellency  will 
not  fail  to  see,  might  be  readily  effected  on  any  part  of  the  coast  beyond 
the  limits  of  this  colony. 

My  sole  object  in  calling  your  excellency's  attention  to  the  case  is  to 
avoid  any  breach  of  strict  neutrality. 
I  have,  &c., 

B.  W.  WALKER. 


[B.  B.  B.,  N.  A.,  No.  6, 1864,  p.  4.] 
Governor  Sir  P.  Wodehouse  to  Bear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker. 

Government  House,  Cape  Town,  August  10, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excelleucy's 
letter  of  the  8th  instant,  on  which  I  have  consulted  the  acting  attorney 
general. 

The  information  given  respecting  the  actual  condition  of  the  Tusca- 
loosa is  somewhat  defective,  but  referring  to  the  extract  from  Wheaton 
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transmitted  in  my  last  letter,  the  attorney  general  is  of  opinion  that  if 
the  vessel  received  the  two  guns  from  the  Alabama  or  other  confederate 
vessel  of  war,  or  if  the  person  in  command  of  her  has  a  commission  of 
war,  or  if  she  be  commanded  by  an  officer  of  the  confederate  navy,  in 
any  of  these  cases  there  will  be  a  sufficient  setting  forth  as  a  vessel  of 
war  to  justify  her  being  held  to  be  a  ship  of  war ;  if  all  these  points  be 
decided  in  the  negative,  she  must  be  held  to  be  only  a  prize  and  ordered 
to  leave  forthwith. 


I  have,  &c., 


P.  E.  WODEHOUSE. 


[B.  B.  B.,  N.  A.,  No.  6,  1864,  p.  4.] 
Bear-Admiral  Sir  B.  Walker  to  Governor  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 

Narcissus,  Simon's  Bat,  August  11, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's 
letter,  dated  yesterday,  respecting  the  confederate  bark  Tuscaloosa,  now 
in  this  bay. 

As  there  are  two  guns  on  board,  and  an  ofBLcer  of  the  Alabama  in 
charge  of  her,  the  vessel  appears  to  come  within  the  meaning  of  the 
cases  cited  in  your  above-mentioned  communication. 
I  have,  &c., 

B.  W.  WALKEE. 


[B.  B.  B.,  N.  A.,  No.  6,  1864,  p.  5.] 

Governor  Sir  P.  E.  Wodehouse  to  the  JDulce  of  Newcastle. 

[Extract.] 

Government  House,  Cape  Town,  August  19, 1863. 

I  beg  to  take  this  opportunity  of  making  your  grace  acquainted  with 
what  has  occurred  here  in  connection  with  the  visit  of  the  Confederate 
States  steamer  Alabama. 

On  Tuesday,  the  4th  instant,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  commander 
of  that  vessel,  dated  the  1st  August,  at  Saldanha  Bay,  announcing  his 
having  entered  that  bay  with  a  view  to  effecting  certain  repairs,  and 
stating  that  he  would  put  to  sea  as  soon  as  they  were  completed,  and 
would  strictly  respect  our  neutrality. 

When  this  intelligence  was  received  the  CTnited  States  consul  called 
on  me  to  seize  her,  or  at  any  rate  to  send  her  away  instantly ;  but  as 
the  vessel  which  brought  the  news  reported  that  the  Alabama  was  com- 
ing immediately  to  Table  Bay,  I  replied  that  I  could  not  seize  her,  but 
would  take  care  to  enforce  the  observance  of  the  neutral  regulations. 

On  the  next  day,  about  noon,  it  was  reported  from  the  signal  station 
that  the  Alabama  was  steering  for  Table  Bay  from  the  north,  and  that 
a  Federal  bark  was  coming  in  from  the  westward ;  and  soon  after  that, 
that  the  latter  had  been  captured  and  put  about.  A  little  after  2  p.  m. 
the  United  States  consul  called  to  state  that  he  had  seen  the  capture 
effected  within  British  waters;  when  I  told  him  he  must  make  his  state- 
ment in  writing,  and  an  investigation  should  be  made.  I  also,  by  tele- 
gram, immediately  requested  the  naval  commander-in-chief  to  send  a 
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sWp  of  war  from  Simon's  Bay.  The  Alabama,  leaving  her  prize  outside, 
anchored  in  the  bay  at  3.30  p.  m.,  when  Captain  Semmes  wrote  to  me 
that  he  wanted  supplies  and  repairs,  as  well  as  permission  to  land  thirty- 
three  prisoners.  After  communicating  with  the  United  States  consul  I 
authorized  the  latter,  and  called  upon  him  to  state  the  nature  and  extent 
of  his  wants,  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  time  he  ought  to 
remain  in  the  port. '  The  same  afternooii  he  promised  to  send  the  next 
morning  a  list  of  the  stores  needed,  and  announced  his  intention  of  pro- 
ceeding with  all  dispatch  to  Simon's  Bay  to  effect  his  repairs  there. 
The  next  morning  (August  6)  the  paymaster  called  on  me  with  the  mer- 
chant who  was  to  furnish  the  supplies,  and  I  granted  him  leave  to  stay 
till  noon  of  the  7th. 

On  the  night  of  the  5th  Her  Majesty's  ship  Valorous  had  come  round 
from  Simon's  Bay.  During  the  night  of  the  6th  the  weather  became 
unfavorable;  a  vessel  was  wrecked  in  the  bay,  and  a  heavy  sea  pre- 
vented the  Alabama  from  receiving  her  supplies  by  the  time  arranged. 
On  the  morning  of  the  8th  Captain  Forsyth,  of  the  Valorous,  and  the 
port  captain,  by  my  desire,  pressed  on  Captain  Semmes  the  necessity 
for  his  leaving  the  port  without  any  unnecessary  delay,  when  he  pleaded 
the  continued  heavy  sea  and  the  absence  of  his  cooking  apparatus,  which 
■  had  been  sent  on  shore  for  repairs,  and  had  not  been  returned  by  the 
tradesman  at  the  time  appointed,  and  intimated  his  own  anxiety  to  get 
away.  Between  6  and  7  a.  m.  on  Sunday,  the  9th,  he  sailed,  and  on  his 
way  round  to  Simon's  Bay  captured  another  vessel,  but  on  finding  that 
she  was  in  neutral  waters  immediately  released  her. 

In  the  mean  time  the  United  States  consul  had,  on  the.  5th  August, 
addressed  to  me  a  written  statement  that  the  Federal  bark  Sea  Bride 
had  been  taken  "about  four  miles  from  the  nearest  land,"  and  "already 
in  British  waters ; "  on  which  I  promised  immediate  inquiry.  The  next 
day  the  consul  repeated  his  protest,  supporting  it  by  an  affidavit  of  the 
master  of  the  prize,  which  he  held  to  show  that  she  had  been  taken 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  land;  and  the  agent  for  the  United 
States  underwriters,  on  the  same  day,  made  a  similar  protest.  On  the 
7th  the  consul  represented  that  the  prize  had,  on  the  previous  daj^,  been 
brought  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  the  light-house,  which  he  consid- 
ered as  much  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  as  if  she  had  been  there  cap- 
tured, and  asked  me  to  have  the  prize  crew  taken  out  and  replaced  by 
one  from  the  Valorous,  which  I  declined. 

I  had,  during  this  period,  been  seeking  for  authentic  information  as 
to  the  real  circumstances  of  the  capture,  more  particularly  with  refer- 
ence to  the  actual  distance  from  the  shore,  and  obtaining  through  the 
acting  attorney  general  statements  from  the  keeper  of  the  Green  Point 
light-house,  (this  was  supported  by  the  collector  of  customs,)  from  the 
signalman  at  the  station  on  the  Lion's  Rump,  and  from  an  experienced 
boatman  who  was  passing  between  the  shore  and  the  vessels  at  the 
time.  Captain  Forsyth,  of  the  Valorous,  also  made  inquiries  of  the 
captain  of  the  Alabama  and  of  the  port  captain,  and  made  known  the 
result  to  me.  And  upon  all  these  statements  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  vessels  were  not  less  than  four  miles  distant  from  land;  and  on  the 
8th  1  communicated  to  the  United  States  consul  that  the  capture  could 
not,  in  my  opinion,  be  held  to  be  illegal  by  reason  of  the  place  at  which 
it  was  effected. 

In  his  reply  of  the  10th  the  consul  endeavored  to  show  how  indefen- 
sible my  decision  must  be,  if,  in  these  days  of  improved  artillery,  I 
rested  it  on  the  fact  of  the  vessels  having  been  only  three  miles  from 
laud.    This  passage  is,  I  think,  of  considerable  importance,  as  involving 
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an  indirect  admission  that  they  were  not  within  three  miles  at  the  time 
of  capture.  And  I  hope  your  grace  will  concur  in  my  view  that  it  was 
not  my  duty  to  go  beyond  what  I  found  to  be  the  distance  clearly  estab- 
lished by  past  decisions  under  international  law. 

An  important  question  has  arisen  in  connection  with  the  Alabama, 
on  which  it  is  very  desirable  that  I  should,  as  soon  as  practicable,  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  government.  Captain 
Serames  had  mentioned  after  his  arrival  in  port  that  he  had  left  out- 
side one  of  his  prizes  previously  taken,  the  Tuscaloosa,  which  he  had 
equipped  and  fitted  as  a  tender,  and  had  ordered  to  meet  him  in  Simon's 
Bay,  as  she  also  stood  in  need  of  supplies.  When  this  became  known 
to  tiie  naval  commander-in-chief,  he  requested  me  to  furnish  him  with 
a  legal  opinion ;  and  whether  tlais  vessel  could  be  held  to  be  a  ship  of 
war  before  she  had  been  formally  condemned  in  a  prize-court;  or 
whether  she  must  not  be  held  to  be  still  a  prize,  and  as  such  prohibited 
from  entering  our  ports.  The  acting  attorney  general,  founding  his 
opinion  on  Earl  Eussell's  dispatch  to  your  grace  of  the  31st  January, 
1862,  and  on  Wheaton's  "  International  Law,"  stated  in  substance  that 
it  xvas  open  to  Captain  Semmes  to  convert  this  vessel  into  a  ship  of 
war,  and  that  she  ought  to  be  admitted  into  our  ports  on  that  footing. 

On  the  8th  August  the  vessel  entered  Simon's  Bay,  and  the  admiral 
wrote  that  she  had  two  small  rifled  guns  with  a  crew  of  ten  men,  and 
that  her  cargo  of  wool  was  still  on  board.  He  was  still  doubtful  of  the 
propriety  of  admitting  her. 

On  the  10th  August,  after  further  consultation  with  the  acting  attor- 
ney general,  I  informed  Sir  Baldwin  Walker  that,  if  the  guns  had  been 
put  on  board  by  the  Alabama,  or  if  she  had  a  commission  of  war,  or  if 
she  were  commanded  by  an  officer  of  the  confederate  navy,  there  must 
be  held  to  be  a  sufficient  setting  forth  as  a  vessel  of  war  to  justify  her 
admission  into  port  in  that  character. 

The  admiral  replied  in  the  afQrmative  on  the  first  and  last  points,  and 
she  was  admitted. 

The  Tuscaloosa  sailed  from  Simon's  Bay  on  the  morning  of  the  14th 
instant,  but  was  becalmed  in  the  vicinity  until  the  following  day,  when 
she  sailed  about  noon.  The  Alabama  left  before  noon  on  the  15th 
instant.  Neither  of  these  vessels  was  allowed  to  remain  in  port  longer 
than  was  really  necessary  for  the  completion  of  their  repairs. 

On  the  16th,  at  noon,  the  Georgia,  another  confederate  war  steamer, 
arrived  at  Simon's  Bay  in  need  of  repairs,  and  is  still  there. 

Before  closing  this  dispatch  I  wish  particularly  to  request  instructions 
on  a  point  touched  on  in  the  letter  from  the  United  States  consul  of  the 
17th  instant,  viz,  the  steps  which  should  be  taken  here  in  the  event  of 
the  cargo  of  any  vessel  captured  by  one  of  the  belligerents  being  taken 
out  of  the  prize  at  sea,  and  brought  into  one  of  our  ports  in  a  British  or 
other  neutral  vessel. 

Both  belligerents  are  strictly  interdicted  from  bringing  their  prizes 
into  British  ports  by  Earl  Russell's  letter  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
of  the  1st  Jujie,  1861,  and  I  conceive  that  a  colonial  government  would 
be  justiiied  in  enforcing  compliance  with  that  order  by  any  means  at  its 
command,  and  by  the  exercise  of  force  if  it  should  be  required. 

But  that  letter  refers  only  to  prizes,  that  is,  I  conceive,  to  the  ships 
themselves,  and  makes  no  mention  of  the  cargoes  they  may  contain. 
Practically  the  prohibition  has  been  taken  to  extend  to  the  caro-oes  • 
and  I  gathered  from  a  conversation  with  Captain  Semmes  on  the" sub- 
ject of  our  neutrality  regulations,  that  he  considered  himself  debarred 
from  disposing  of  them,  and  was  thus  driven  to  the  destruction  of  all 
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that  lie  took.  But  I  confess  that  1  am  unable  to  discover  by  what  legal 
means  I  could  prevent  the  introduction  into  our  ports  of  captured  prop- 
erty purchased  at  sea,  and  tendered  for  entry  at  the  custom-house  in  a 
usual  form  from  a  neutral  ship.  I  have  consulted  the  acting  attorney 
general  on  the  subject,  and  he  is  not  prepared  to  state  that  the  customs 
authorities  would  be  justified  in  making  a  seizure  under  such  circum- 
stances; and,  therefore,  as  there  is  great  probability  of  clandestine 
attempts  being  made  to  introduce  cargoes  of  this  description,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  be  favored  with  the  earliest  practicable  intimation  of  the  views 
of  Her  Majesty's  government  on  the  subject. 


[Inclosnre.— B.  B.  B.,  N.  A.,  No.  6,  1864,  p.  18.] 
The  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  Sir  P.  Wodehouse. 

Downing  Street',  November  4,  1863. 

SiE  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  19th  August  last,  submit- 
ting to  my  consideration  various  questions  arising  out  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  of  the  confederate  vessels  Georgia,  Ala- 
bama, and  her  reputed  tender  the  Tuscaloosa. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  convey  you  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment on  these  questions. 

The  capture  of  the  Sea  Bride  by  the  Alabama  is  stated  to  have  been 
effected  beyond  the  distance  of  three  miles  from  the  shore,  which  distance 
must  be  accepted  as  the  limit  of  territorial  jurisdiction,  according  to  the 
present  rule  of  international  law  upon  that  subject.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  the  prize,  very  soon  after  her  capture,  was  brouglit  within  the 
distance  of  two  miles  from  the  shore,  and  as  this  is  contrary  to  Her 
Majesty's  orders,  it  might  have  afforded  just  grounds  (if  the  apology  of 
Captain  Semmes  for  this  improper  act,  which  he  ascribed  to  inadvert- 
ence, had  not  been  accepted  by  you)  for  the  interference  of  the  colonial 
authorities  upon  the  principles  vv'hich  I  am  about  to  explain. 

With  respect  to  the  Alabama  herself,  it  is  clear  that  neither  you  nor 
any  other  authority  at  the  Cape  could  exercise  any  jurisdiction  over  her ; 
and  that,  whatever  may  have  been  her  previous  history,  you  were  bound  to 
treat  her  as  a  ship  of  loar  belonging  to  a  belligerent  poicer. 

With  regard  to  the  vessel  called  the  Tuscaloosa,  I  am  advised  that 
this  vessel  did  not  lose  the  character  of  a  prize  captured  by  the  Alabama 
merely  because  she  was,  at  the  time  of  her  being  brought  within  British 
waters,  armed  with  two  small  rifled  guns,  in  charge  of  an  officer,  and 
manned  with  a  crew  of  ten  men  from  the  Alabama,  and  used  as  a  ten- 
der to  that  vessel  under  the  authority  of  Captain  Semmes. 

It  would  appear  that  the  Tuscaloosa  is  a  bark  of  five  hundred  tons, 
captured  by  the  Alabama,  oft  the  coast  of  Brazil,  on  the  21st  of  June 
last,  and  brought  into  Simon's  Bay  on  or  before  the  7th  of  August,  with 
her  original  cargo  of  wool  (itself,  as  well  as  the  vessel,  prize)  still  on 
board,  and^ith  nothing  to  give  her  a  warlike  character  (so  far  as  is 
stated  in  the  papers  before  me)  except  the  circumstances  already  noted. 

Whether,  in  the  case  of  a  vessel  duly  commissioned  as  a  ship  of  war, 
after  being  made  prize  by  a  belligerent  government,  without  being  first 
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brought  infra  prmsidia  or  condemned  by  a  court  of  prize,  the  character 
of  prize,  within  the  meaning  of  Her  Majesty's  orders,  would  or  would 
not  be  merged  in  that  of  a  national  ship  of  war,  I  am  not  called  upon 
to  explain.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  the  citation  from  Mr.  Wheaton's 
book  by  your  attorney  general  does  not  appear  to  me  to  have  any  direct 
bearing  upon  the  question. 

Connected  with  this  subject  is  the  question  as  to  the  cargoes  of  cap- 
tured vessels,  which  is  alluded  to  at  the  end  of  your  dispatch.  On  this 
point  I  have  to  instruct  you  that  Her  Majesty's  orders  apply  as  much 
to  prize  cargoes  of  every  kind  which  may  be  brought  by  any  armed 
ships  or  privateers  of  either  belligerent  into  British  waters  as  to  the 
captured  vessels  themselves.  They  do  not,  however,  apply  to  any 
articles  which  may  have  formed  part  of  any  such  cargoes,  if  brought 
within  British  jurisdiction  not  by  armed  ships  or  j)ri\ateers  of  either 
belligerent,  but  by  other  persons  who  may  have  acquired  or  may  claim 
property  in  them  by  reason  of  any  dealings  with  the  captors. 

I  think  it  right  to  observe  that  the  third  reason  alleged  by  the  attor- 
ney general  for  his  opinion  assumes  (though  the  fact  had  not  been  made 
the  subject  of  any  inquiry)  that  "  no  means  existed  for  determining 
whether  the  ship  had  or  had  not  been  judicially  condemned  in  a  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction,"  and  the  proposition  that,  "  admitting  her  to 
have  been  captured  hy  a  ship  of  war  of  the  Confederate  States,  she  was 
entitled  to  refer  Her  Majesty's  government,  in  case  of  any  dispute,  to 
the  court  of  her  States,  in  order  to  satisfy  it  as  to  her  real  character." 
This  assumption,  however,  is  not  consistent  with  Her  Majesty's  un- 
doubted right  to  determine  within  her  own  territory  whether  her  own 
orders,  made  in  vindication  of  her  own  neutrality,  have  been  violated 
or  not. 

The  question  remains  what  course  ought  to  have  been  taken  by  the 
authorities  Qf  the  Gape  : 

1st.  In  order  to  ascertain  whether  this  vessel  was,  as  alleged  by  the 
United  States  consul,  an  uncondemned  prize  brought  within  British 
waters  in  violation  of  Her  Majesty's  neutrality  ;  and, 

2.  What  ought  to  have  been  done  if  such  had  appeared  to  be  really 
the  fact. 

I  think  that  the  allegations  of  the  United  States  consul  ought  to  have 
been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Captain  Semmes  while  the  Tusca- 
loosa was  still  within  British  waters,  and  that  he  should  have  been 
requested  to  state  whether  he  did  or  did  not  admit  the  facts  to  be  as 
alleged.  He  should  also  have  been  called  upon  (unless  the  facts  were 
admitted)  to  produce  the  Tuscaloosa's  papers.  If  the  result  of  these 
inquiries  had  been  to  prove  that  the  vessel  was  really  an  uncondemned  prize, 
brought  into  British  loaters  in  violation  of  Her  Majesty's  orders  made  for 
tlie  purpose  of  maintaining  her  neutrality,  I  consider  that  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding in  suoh  circumstances,  most  consistent  with  Her  Majesty's  dignity, 
and  most  proper  for  the  vindication  of  her  territorial  rights,  would  have 
been  to  prohibit  the  exercise  of  any  further  control  over  the  Tuscaloosa  by 
the  captors,  and  to  retain  that  vessel  under  Her  Majesty's  control  and  juris- 
diction until  properly  reclaimed  by  her  original  oioners. 
1  have,  &c., 

NEWCASTLE. 
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[B.  B.  B.,  N.  A.,  No.  6,  1884,  p.  19.] 

Sir  P.  Wodehouse  to  the  Dulce  of  Newcastle, 

Government  House,  Cape  Town, 

December  19, 1863. 

My  Lord  B.uke  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  grace's  dis- 
patch of  the  4th  ultimo,  from  which  I  regret  to  learu  that  the  course 
taken  here  relative  to  the  confederate  war  steamer  Alabama  and  her 
prizes  has  not  in  souie  respects  given  satisfaction  to  Her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment. 

I  must  only  beg  your  grace  to  believe  that  no  paius  were  spared  by 
the  late  acting  attorney  general  or  by  myself  to  shape  our  course  in 
what  we  believed  to  be  conformity  with  the  orders  of  Her  Majesty's 
government  and  the  rules  of  international  law,  as  far  as  we  could  ascer- 
tain and  interpret  them. 

Mr.  Deuyssea  has  beeu  so  constantly  engaged  with  professional  busi- 
ness since  the  arrival  of  the  mail,  that  I  have  been  prevented  from  dis- 
cussing with  him  the  contents  of  your  dispatch ;  but  I  think  it  right, 
nevertheless,  to  take  advantage  of  the  first  opportunity  for  representing 
to  your  grace  the  state  of  uncertainty  in  which  I  am  placed  by  the 
receipt  of  this  communication,  and  for  soliciting  such  further  exjjlana- 
tions  as  may  prevent  my  again  falling  into  error  on  these  matters.  In 
so  doing  I  trust  you  will  be  prepared  to  make  allowance  for  the  difi&cul- 
ties  which  must  arise  out  of  this  peculiar  contest,  in  respect  of  which 
both  parties  stand  on  a  footing  of  equality  as  belligerents^  while  only 
one  of  them  is  recogai'zed  as  a  nation. 

In  the  first  place,  I  infer  that  I  have  given  cause  for  dissatisfaction  in 
not  having  more  actively  resented  the  fact  that  the  Sea  Bride,  on  the 
day  after  her  capture,  was  brought  a  short  distance  within  British 
"waters. 

Tour  grace  demurs  to  my  having  accepted  Captain  Semmes's  apology 
for  this  improper  act,  which  he  ascribed  to  inadvertence.  You  will  par- 
don my  noticing  that  the  fact  of  the  act  having  beeu  done  through 
inadvertence  was  established  by  the  United  States  consul  himself,  one 
of  whose  witnesses  stated,  "  the  officer  in  command  of  the  bark  came 
on  deck  about  that  time,  and,  stamping  his  foot  as  if  chagrined  to  find 
her  so  near  the  land,  ordered  her  further  off,  which  was  done  imme- 
diately." 

I  confess  that  on  such  evidence  of  such  a  fact  I  did  not  consider  my- 
self warranted  in  requiring  the  commander  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Val- 
orous to  take  possession  of  the  Alabama's  prize. 

The  questions  involved  in  the  treatment  of  the  Tuscaloosa  are  far  more 
important  and  more  embarrassing ;  and  first  let  me  state,  with  reference 
to  the  suggestion  that  Captain  Semmes  should  have  been  required  to 
admit  or  deny  the  allegations  of  the  United  States  consul,  that  no  such 
proceeding  was  required.  There  was  not  the  slightest  mystery  or  con- 
cealment of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Tuscaloosa  had  come 
into  and  then  was  in  possession  of  the  confederates.  The  facts  were  not 
disputed.  We  were  required  to  declare  what  was  her  actual  status 
under  those  facts.  We  had  recourse  to  Wheaton,  the  best  authority  on 
international  law  within  our  reach — an  authority  of  the  nation  with 
whom  the  question  had  arisen ;  an  authority  which  the  British  secretary 
for  foreign  affairs  had  recently  been  quoting  in  debates  on  American 
questions  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

Your  grace  intimates  that  the  citation  from  this  authority  by  the 
30  A  C— VI 
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acting  attorney  general  does  not  appear  to  have  any  direct  bearing  upon 
the  question. 

You  will  assuredly  believe  tbat  it  is  not  from  any  want  of  respect  for 
your  opinion,  but  solely  from  a  desire  to  avoid  future  error,  that  I  con- 
fess my  inability  to  understand  this  intimation,  or,  in  the  absence  of 
instructions  on  that  head,  to  see  in  what  direction  I  am  to  look  for  the 
law  bearing  on  the  subject. 

The  paragraph  cited  made  no  distinction  between  a  vessel  with  cargo 
and  a  vessel  without  cargo ;  and  your  grace  leaves  me  in  ignorance 
whether  her  character  would  have  been  changed  if  Captain  Semmes 
had  got  rid  of  her  cargo  before  claiming  for  her  admission  as  a  ship 
of  war.  Certainly,  acts  had  been  done  by  him  which,  according  tO' 
Wheaton,  constituted  a  "  setting  forth  as  a  vessel  of  war." 

Your  grace  likewise  states,  "  Whether  in  the  case  of  a  vessel  duly 
commissioned  as  a  ship  of  war,  after  being  made  prize  by  a  belligerent 
government,  without  being  first  brought  infra  prcesidia,  or  condemned 
by  a  court  of  prize,  the  character  of  prize,  within  the  meaning  of  Her 
Majesty's  orders,  would  or  would  not  be  merged  in  a  national  ship  of 
war,  I  am  not  called  upon  to  explain." 

I  feel  myself  forced  to  ask  for  further  advice  on  this  point,  on  which 
it  is  quite  possible  I  may  be  called  upon  to  take  an  active  part.  1  have 
already,  in  error,  apparently,  admitted  a  confederate  prize  as  a  ship  of 
war.  The  chief  authority  on  national  law  in  which  it  is  in  my  power 
to  refer  is  Wheaton,  who  apparently  draws  no  distinction  between  ships^ 
of  war  and  other  ships  when  found  in  the  position  of  prizes,  and  I 
wish  your  grace  to  be  aware  that  within  the  last  few  days  the  com- 
mander of  a  United  States  ship  of  war  observed  to  me  that  if  it  were  his 
good  fortune  to  capture  the  Alabama  he  should  convert  her  into  a  Fed- 
eral cruiser. 

I  trust  your  grace  will  see  how  desirable  it  is  that  I  should  be  fully 
nformed  of  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  government  on  these  points, 
and  that  I  shall  be  favored  with  a  reply  to  this  dispatch  at  your  earliest 
convenience. 

I  have,  &c., 

P.  E.  WODEHOUSB. 


31r.  Graliam  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 
Gamp  Town,  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  January  4,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  Conrad,  alias  Tuscaloosa,  arrived  in  Simon's  Bay,  in  this 
colony,  on  the  27th  December,  1863,  having  been  on  a  cruise  between 
this  place  and  Brazil  since  she  discharged  her  cargo  of  wool  at  Angra 
Pequena.  She  reported  having  seen  over  one  hundred  vessels  on  her 
cruise,  only  two  of  which  were  American.  One  of  these  two  outsailed 
her  after  a  chase  of  two  days ;  the  other,  named  the  Golden  Age,  she 
captured  and  afterward  released  upon  the  master  giving  a  bond  to  the 
amount  of  $180,000.  On  the  28th,  the  next  day  after  the  Tuscaloosa 
arrived  here,  I  received  the  following  letter : 

"  Colonial,  Office,  December  28,  1863. 
"  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Tusca- 
loosa, having  again  arrived  in  Simon's  Bay,  will,  under  instructions. 
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lately  received  from  Her  Majesty's  government,  be  retained  under  her 
Majesty's  control  and  jurisdiction  until  properly  reclaimed  by  her  ori- 
ginal owners. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be, ^ir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"EAWSON  W.  EAWSON, 

"  Colonial  Secretary. 
"  Walter  Graham,  Esq., 

"  United  States  GonsulP 

To  this  I  briefly  replied  that  I  was  content  to  have  the  vessel  remain 
in  the  present  custody  until  I  recicived  special  instructions  from  her 
owners  in  regard  to  her;  because,  though  I  could  institute  a  proceeding 
in  rem  without  special  authority  irom  them,  I  could  not  receive  actual 
restitution  of  the  res  in  controversy  without  such  authority.  But  I  added 
that  if,  at  any  time  hereafter,  it  should  be  determined  to  give  the  vessel 
up  to  any  party  other  than  the  owners,  I  desired  to  be  apprised  of  the 
fact  in  due  season  to  commence  a  proceeding  in  remin  the  vice-admiralty 
court  here.  I  also  said,  I  hoped  his  excellency  would  see  that  the  deci- 
sion of  the  British  imperial  government  covered  as  well  the  goods  belong- 
ing to  the  Sea  Bride,  which  were  seized  at  the  custom  house  here,  and 
that  he  would  be  pleased  to  announce  that  they  also  were  held  subject 
to  the  order  of  the  original  owners. 

I  have  not  yet  received  any  reply ;  but  as  the  suit  I  have  brought 
against  the  colonial  government  was  to  establish  a  principle  which  the 
home  government  has  already  conceded  in  the  case  of  the  Tuscaloosa, 
there  is  now  little  necessity  for  prosecuting  the  suit,  especially  as  the 
value  of  the  goods  claimed  is  of  small  account. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  GEAHAM,  Consul. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

Envoy  JBxtraordinary,  (S;o.,  t&e.,  &g.,  London. 

P.  S. — January  5.    Last  evening  I  received  the  following  letter : 

"  Colonial  Opfioe,  January  4,  1864. 
"  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  and  to  state  that,  in  compliance  with  your 
application,  the  Tuscaloosa  will,  for  the  present,  be  retained  in  charge 
of  officers  of  Her  Majesty's  government.  His  excellency  is  quite  pre- 
pared to  comply  with  your  request  respecting  the  forfeited  goods  said 
to  have  been  part  of  the  cargo  of  tlie  Sea  Bride. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"EAWSON  W.  EAWSON, 

^'■Colonial  Secretary. 
"  The  LTnited  States  Consul." 

W.  G. 


[B.  B.  B.,  N.  A.,  No.  6,  1864,  p.  25.] 

Sir  P.  Wodehouse  to  the  DuJce  of  Newcastle. 

Government  House, 

Cape  Town,  January  11,  1864. 
My  Lord  Duke:  I  very  much  regret  having  to  acquaint  your  grace 
that  the  confederate  prize  vessel,  the  Tuscaloosa,  has  again  entered 
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Simon's  Bay,  and  that  the  naval  commander-in-chief  and  myself  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  transmitted  to 
his  excellency  by  the  admiralty,  and  to  me  by  your  grace's  dispatch  of 
the  4th  l^Tovember  last,  it  was  our  duty  to  take  possession  of  the  vessel 
and  to  hold  her  until  i^roperly  claimed  by  her  original  owners.  The 
admiral,  therefore,  sent  an  officer  with  a  party  of  men  from  the  flag-ship 
to  take  charge  of  her  and  to  deliver  to  her  commander  a  letter  in  expla- 
nation of  the  act.  Copies  of  his  protest,  addressed  to  me,  and  of  my 
reply,  are  inclosed.  He  not  unnaturally  complains  of  having  been  now 
seized  after  he  had  on  the  previous  occasion  been  recognized  as  a  ship 
of  war.  But  this  is  manifestly  nothing  more  than  the  inevitable  result 
of  the  overruling  by  Her  Majesty's  government  of  the  conclusion  arrived 
at  on  the  previous  occasion  by  its  subordinate  officer. 

The  consul  for  the  United  States,  on  being  informed  of  what  had 
taken  place,  intimated  his  inability  to  take  charge  of  the  ship  on  account  of 
the  owners,  and  expressed  a  desire  that  it  should  remain  in  our  charge 
until  he  was  put  in  possession  of  the  requisite  authority.  Accordingly, 
after  taking  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  it  was  arranged  that 
the  vessel  should  remain  in  the  charge  of  Sir  Baldwin  Walker. 

I  ought  to  explain  that  the  seizure  was  made  without  previous  refer- 
ence to  the  attorney  general.  I  did  not  consider  such  a  reference 
necessary.  The  law  had  been  determined  by  Her  Majesty's  government 
on  the  previous  case.  The  admiral  was  of  opinion  that  we  had  only  to 
obey  the  orders  we  had  received,  and  on  his  intimating  that  opinion  I 
assented. 

Your  grace  will  observe  that,  at  the  request  of  the  officers  of  the  Tus- 
caloosa, the  admiral  has  permitted  them  to  remain  on  board,  in  expecta- 
tion of  the  immediate  arrival  of  the  Alabama,  to  which  ship  they  wish 
to  return.  I  should  otherwise  have  thought  it  ray  duty  to  provide  them 
with  passages  to  England  at  the  cost  of  Her  Majesty's  government,  by 
whom,  I  conclude,  they  would  be  sent  to  their  own  country ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  if  the  Alabama  should  not  soon  make  her  appearance 
such  an  arrangement  will  become  necessary. 

I'  have  only  to  add  that  I  have  thought  it  advisable,  after  what  has 
now  occurred,  to  intimate  to  the  United  States  consul  that  we  should 
probably  be  under  the  necessity  of  adopting  similar  measures  in  the 
event  of  an  uncondemned  prize  being  fitted  for  cruising  and  brought 
into  one  of  our  ports  by  a  Federal  ship  of  war.  I  did  not  speak  posi- 
tively, because  I  have  been  left  in  doubt  by  your  grace's  instructions 
whe+her  some  distinction  should  not  be  drawn  in  the  case  of  a  ship  of 
war  of  one  belligerent  captured  and  applied  to  the  same  use  by  the 
otber  belligerent,  but  the  consul  was  evidently  prepared  for  such  a  step. 
Copies  of  all  the  correspondence  are  inclosed. 
I  have,  &c., 

P.  E.  WODEHOUSE. 


[B.  B.  B.,  N.  A.,  No.  6,  1864,  p.  31.] 

The  Dulie  of  Newcastle  to  Sir  P.  Wodeliouse. 

Do"\v]sriNG  Street,  March  4,  1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  received  your  dispatches  of  the  11th  and  19th  January, 
reporting  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  seizure  of  the  confed- 
erate prize  vessel  Tuscaloosa  nuder  the  joint  authority  of  the  naval 
commander-in-chief  and  yourself.    I  have  to  instruct  you  to  restore  the 
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Tuscaloosa  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  Confederate  States  who  lately  com- 
manded her,  or,  if  he  should  have  left  the  Cape,  then  to  retain  her  until 
she  can  be  handed  over  to  some  person  who  may  have  authority  from 
Captain  Semmes,  of  the  Alabama,  or  from  the  government  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  to  receive  her. 

You  will  receive  a  further  communication  from  me  on  this  subject  by 
the  next  mail. 

I  have,  &c., 

JSiBWCASTLE. 


[B.  B.  B.,  N.  A.,  No.  6,  1864,  p.  31.] 
The  Diil-e  of  Neiocastle  to  Sir  P.  Wodeliouse. 

DowNixa  Street,  March  10, 3  864. 

Sir  :  In  my  dispatch  of  the  4th  instant  I  instructed  you  to  restore 
the  Tuscaloosa  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  Confederate  States  who  lately 
commanded  her,  or,  if  he  should  have  left  the  Cape,  then  to  retain  her 
until  she  could  be  handed  over  to  some  ijerson  having  authority  from 
Captain  Semmes  of  the  Alabama,  or  from  the  government  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  to  receive  her. 

I  have  now  to  explain  that  this  decision  was  not  founded  on  any  gen- 
eral principle  respecting  the  treatment  of  prizes  captured  by  the  cruis- 
ers of  either  belligerent,  but  on  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case. 
The  Tuscaloosa  was  allowed  to  enter  the  port  of  Cape  Town  and  to  de- 
part, the  instructions  of  the  4th  of  November  not  having  arrived  at  the 
Cape  before  her  departure.  The  captain  of  tlie  Alabama  was  thus  enti- 
tled to  assume  that  he  might  equally  bring  her  a  second  time  into  the 
same  harbor,  and  it  becomes  unnecessary  to  discuss  whether,  on  her 
return  to  the  Cape,  the  Tuscaloosa  still  retained  the  character  of  a 
prize,  or  whether  she  had  lost  that  character  and  assumed  that  of  an 
armed  tender  to  the  Alabama,  and  whether  that  new  character,  if  prop- 
erly established  and  admitted,  would  have  entitled  her  to  the  same 
privilege  of  admission  which  might  be  accorded  to  her  captor,  the 
Alabama. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have,  therefore,  come  to  the  opinion, 
founded  on  the  special  circumstances  of  this  particular  case,  that  the 
Tuscaloosa  ought  to  be  released,  with  a  warning,  however,  to  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Alabama,  that  tlie  ships  of  war  of  the  belligerents  are  not 
to  be  allowed  to  bring  prizes  into  British  ports,  and  that  it  rests  with 
Her  Majesty's  government  to  decide  to  what  vessels  that  character 
belongs. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  assure  you  that  neither  in  this  dispatch  nor 
in  that  of  the  4th  of  November  have  I  desired  in  any  degree  to  censure 
you  for  the  course  you  have  pursued.  The  questions  on  which  you  have 
been  called  upon  to  decide  are  questions  of  difficulty,  on  which  doubts 
might  properly  have  been  entertained,  and  1  am  by  no  means  surprised 
that  the  conclusions  to  which  you  were  Ifed  have  not,  in  all  instances, 
been  those  which  have  been  adopted,  on  fuller  consideration,  by  Her 
Majesty's  government. 
I  am,  &c., 

NEWCASTLE. 

For  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of  Commons,  April, 
1864,  in  relation  to  the  detention  of  the  Tuscaloosa  at  Simon's  Bay,  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  see  Vol.  V,  p.  530. 
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Mr.  Graham  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 
Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Mope,  July  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  May  9,  containing  three  inclosures,  has  been 
received. 

On  the  18th  of  June  I  sent  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  this  colony,  then 
and  now  at  Graham's  Town,  six  hundred  miles  distant,  informing  him 
that  I  had  received  documentary  evidence  of  ownership  of  the  Tus- 
caloosa from  the  Atlantic  Insurance  Company,  New  York,  and  a  power 
of  attorney  to  act  for  the  company,  and  was  prepared  to  take  over  the 
vessel  in  their  behalf.  I  also  inquired  whether  I  should  transmit  the 
papers  to  him,  or  submit  them  to  the  inspection  of  some  one  here  dele- 
gated by  him  to  examine  and  report  upon  them. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  I  received  from  his  excellency  a  communication 
replying  that  it  rested  with  me  which  alternative  to  choose ;  but  that 
if  I  had  any  further  "  representation"  to  make  on  the  subject-matter  of 
my  dispatch,  I  might  send  the  documents  to  the  colonial  office  in  Cape 
Town,  to  be  copied,  and  the  copies  to  be  transmitted  to  him. 

On  July  1 1  sent  the  documents  as  required,  accompanying  them  with 
the  remark  that  I  had  no  further  representation  to  make  in  regard  to 
the  Tuscaloosa;  that  I  still  adhered  to  the  claims  advanced  by  me  in  my 
correspondence  with  his  excellency  last  August ;  that  as  I  had  been 
informed  by  him,  last  December,  that  the  Tuscaloosa  was  held  subject 
to  her  American  owner's  order,  and  as  I  had  received  no  official  notifi- 
cation that  the  then  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  government  had  been 
receded  from,  I  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  "further"  repre- 
sentation. 

On  the  18th  instant  I  received  another  letter  from  his  excellency, 
replying  that,  on  account  of  the  great  publicity  given  in  the  case  of  the 
Tuscaloosa  by  the  debates  in  Parliament,  he  had  lost  sight  of  the  neces- 
sity of  acquainting  me  officially  that  Her  Majesty's  government  had 
directed  the  restoration  of  the  vessel  "  to  the  officers  of  the  confederate 
uavy,"  but  that,  as  I  had  no  doubt  been  fully  informed  by  the  officers 
of  my  own  Government,  he  hoped  that  no  serious  inconvenience  had 
arisen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  GEAHAM, 

United  States  Consul. 

Hon.  Charles  P.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  London. 


Mr.  Graham  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

ISTo.  19.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Cape  Toiim,  Gape  of  Good  Rope,  February  19,  180  4. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatches  numbered  13  and  14  have  been  received.  From 
the  affidavit  of  Captain  C.  F.  White,  of  the  Sea  Bride,  made  before  me, 
it  appears  that  cross-bearings  were  taken  by  him  at  the  time  of  the 
capture,  and  the  same  fact  was  repeated  in  nearly  the  same  words  in 
his  "  extended  protest,"  recorded  at  this  consulate.  That  protest  was 
also  sworn  to  by  Mr.  Schofleld,  first  officer  of  the  Sea  Bride. 
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Captaiu  White  also  informed  me  that  he  directed  the  attention  of  the 
boarding-ofScer  of  the  Alabama  to  the  cross-bearings  of  the  ship  at  the 
time  of  the  capture,  and  that  officer  conceded  half  a  point  of  the  com- 
pass more  than  he  (White)  had  claimed.  By  inadvertency  alone  this 
fact  was  omitted  in  Captaiu  White's  aflddavit. 

Assuming  that  the  cross-bearings  taken  by  Captain  White  M^ere  cor- 
rect, they  show,  by  reference  to  the  chart  of  Table  Bay,  that  the  Sea 
Bride  was  within  two  and  a  half  miles  of  Eobbin  Island  at  the  time  of 
her  capture.  But,  adding  the  extra  half  point  conceded  by  the  board- 
ing-officer of  the  Alabama,  the  distance  from  land  will  be  still  farther 
diminished. 

Eelyiug  on  the  above  facts,  I  did  not  take  the  depositions  of  persons 
who  merely  estimated  the  distance  by  the  eye,  unaided  by  any  mathe- 
matical instrument,  because  I  found  it  conflicting,  and,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, colored  by  the  predilections  and  feelings  of  the  spectators ;  secondly, 
because  I  could  not  compel  any  one  to  give  his  testimony ;  and,  thirdly, 
because  I  expected  the  governor  would  authorize  a  proper  examination 
of  witnesses  of  all  kinds,  and  invite  me  to  be  present. 

Some  sort  of  examination  was  ordered  by  the  governor,  but,  to  this 
day,  1  have  no  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  testimony  collected ;  I 
believe,  however,  that  no  American,  or  friend  of  American  unity,  was 
called  upon  to  give  testimony  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WALTEE  GEAHAM, 

Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

[For  further  correspondence  relative  to  the  Alabama,  Tuscaloosa,  Sea 
Bride,  and  Georgia  at  Cape  Town,  see  Vol.  4,  pp.    207-242,  App.  IX.J 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  13,  3  864. 

My  Lokd  :  I  pray  your  attention  to  copies  of  a  letter  of  the  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  and  of  three  depositions,  all  going  cumu- 
latively to  prove  the  manner  in  which  the  neutrality  of  Her  Majesty's 
realm  has  been  abused  by  some  of  her  subjects,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  war  against  the  United  States.  I  have  every  reason  to 
suppose  that  these  proceedings  are  continued  without  material  dimi- 
nution. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  tfec,  &c.,  &c. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  January- 11,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  copies  of  three  affidavits — one  of 
John  Latham ;  another  of  his  wife,  Martha  Latham ;  and  the  other  that 
of  Thomas  Winstinley — inclosed. 
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It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  steamer  Alabama,  which  was  built 
and  fitted  out  at  this  yort,  and  manned  by  British  seamen,  regularly 
receives  her  coal  and  supplies  from  this  country,  and  that  the  families 
of  the  men  now  serving  on  board  are  paid  once  a  month  here  in  Liver- 
pool by  M.  G.  Klingender  &  Co.,  and  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  the  one- 
half  part  of  the  wages  earned  by  the  men  on  board  this  vessel.  John 
Latham,  of  Swansea,  in  Wales,  was  oue  of  the  men  who  enlisted  on  said 
steamer.  During  the  time  of  his  service  ou  board,  his  wife,  Martha 
Latham,  received  regularly  each  month  the  one-half  part  of  his  wagtes, 
which  was  sent  to  her  by  M.  G.  Klingender  &  Co.,  of  22  Water  street, 
Liverpool.  The  money  wa's  transmitted  in  postoflice  orders.  The  let- 
ters in  which  this  mouey  was  sent  are  annexed  to  her  affidavit,  and 
copies  inclosed  to  you.  At  the  time  of  enlisting  Mr.  Latham  received  a 
bounty.  He  sent  £5  of  this  to  his  wife  by  Captaiu  James  D.  Bullock. 
This  £5  was  paid  to  Thomas  Winstinley  for  her  at  Fraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.'s  office,  by  their  cashier. 

I  regard  these  affidavits  as  important,  to  show  the  character  and 
nationality  (if  she  has  any)  of  this  vessel,  which,  built  ia  England,  fitted 
out  in  England,  armed  with  English  guns  and  manned  by  English  sea- 
men, supplied  with  coal  and  other  necessaries  while  cruising  from 
England  in  English  vessels,  by  English  merchants,  and  the  wages  earned 
by  the  men  while  serving  on  board  paid  here  in  Liverpool  by  these  same 
merchants  to  their  wives  and  families  residing  here,  stamp  her,  it  seems 
to  me,  if  anything  can,  as  an  English  piratical  craft. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resijectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


[luclosure  No.  2.] 
Deposition  of  John  Latliam. 

I,  John  Latham,  of  36  Jasper  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, engineer,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.'  About  the  8th  or  10th  of  August,  1862,  I  signed  articles  at  the 
Sailors'  Home,  Liverpool,  to  shij)  in  the  steamship  Bahama,  Captain 
Tessier,  for  a  voyage  to  Nassau  and  back.  The  Bahama  went  out  of 
the  Bramlej"'  Moore  dock  the  same  night,  about  12  o'clock,  and  went 
into  the  river  and  lay  to;  Captain  Semmes,  Captaiu  James  D.  Bullock,, 
and  some  other  officers  came  on  board,  and  about  half-past  7  o'clock 
a.  m.  a  tugboat  came  alongside  M'ith  some  seamen  on  board.  The  tug- 
boat accompanied  us  out  about  ten  miles.  The  tug"  then  left  us,  and  a  tall 
gentleman,  with  a  reddish  face  and  pock-marked,  who  came  from  Cunard, 
Wilson  &  Co.'s  office,  left  us  and  went  into  the  tug.  As  he  left  us  he 
said,  "I  hope  you  will  make  a  good  thing  of  it,  and  that  you  will  stop 
where  you  are  going  to."  We  then  proceeded  on  our  voyage,  and  stood 
out  some  days,  when  we  found  we  were  going  to  the  Western  Isles. 
About  the  17th  or  18th  of  August  we  arrived  at  Terceira,  and  we  there 
found  the  Alabama  and  the  bark  Agrippiua.  Captain  Butcher,  who 
was  on  board  the  Alabama,  hailed  us  and  told  us  to  go  around  the 
island,  and  he  would  be  after  us,  but  it  would  take  them  three-quarters 
of  an  hour  to  get  his  steam  up.  We  went  on  and  he  followed  us.  The 
Alabama  went  under  the  lee  of  the  island,  and  a  shot  was  fired  across 
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the  Bahama's  bows  from  a  battery  on  shore ;  so  we  stopped  out  until  the 
morning.  In  the  morning  we  went  alongside  the  Alabama,  and  some 
small  cases,  and  a  safe  containing  money,  were  passed  into  the  Alabama 
from  our  ship,  and  we  then  parted  and  anchored  a  little  distance  from 
her,  and  the  bark  Agrippina  went  and  discharged  the  remainder  of  her 
cargo  into  the  Alabama.  During  this  time  Captain  Semmes  and  Cap- 
tain Bullock  were  going  backwards  and  forwards  to  the  Alabama,  but 
would  not  let  any  of  the  ofiScers  go.  On  Monday,  the  24th  of  August, 
Captain  Semmes  came  on  board  the  Bahama  and  called  us  under  the 
bridge — he  himself  and  the  oflicers  standing  on  the  bridge.  He  addressed 
lis  and  said,  "  Now,  my  lads,  there  is  the  ship,  (pointing  to  the  Alabama,) 
she  is  as  flue  a  vessel  as  ever  floated.  There  is  a  chance  which  seldom 
offers  itself  to  a  British  seaman,  that  is,  to  make  a  little  money.  I  am 
not  going  to  put  you  alongside  of  a  frigate  at  first,  but  after  I  liave  got 
you  drilled  a  little  I  will  give  you  a  nice  fight."  He  said,  "  There  are 
only  six  ships  that  I  am  afraid  of  in  the  United  States  navy."  He  said, 
"  We  are  going  to  burn,  sink,  and  destroy  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States.  Your  prize  money  will  be  divided  proportionably  according  to 
each  man's  rank,  something  similar  to  the  English  navy."  Some  of  the 
men  objected,  being  naval  reserve  men.  Captain  Semmes  said,  "  Never 
mind  that,  I  will  make  that  all  right.  I  will  put  you  in  English  ports, 
■  where  you  can  get  j  our  book  signed  everj'  three  months."  He  then  said, 
"  Is  Mr.  Kell  on  the  deck?  and  all  those  who  are  desirous  of  going  with 
me,  let  them  go  aft  and  give  Mr.  Kell  their  names."  A  great  many 
went  aft,  but  some  refused.  A  boat  came  from  the  Alabama,  and 
those  who  had  agreed  to  go  went  on  board.  Captain  Semmes  and  the 
oflicers  went  on  board.  Mr.  Low,  the  fourth  lieutenant,  then  appeared 
in  uniform,  and  he  came  on  board  the  Bahama,  endeavoring  to  induce 
the  men  to  come  forward  and  join,  and  he  succeeded  in  getting  the  best 
part  of  us.  I  was  one  who  went  at  the  last  minute.  When  I  got  on 
board  the  Alabama,  I  found  a  great  number  of  men  that  had  gone  on 
board  of  her  from  Liverpool.  Captain  Semmes  then  addressed  us  on 
board  the  Alabama,  and  Captain  Butcher  was  there  also,  who  had  taken 
the  vessel  out.  Captain  Semmes  said  he  "  hoped  we  all, would  content 
ourselves  and  be  comfortable  one  among  another ;  but  any  of  you  that 
thinks  he  cannot  stand  to  his  gun,  I  don't  want."  He  then  called  the 
purser,  and  such  as  agreed  to  serve  signed  articles  on  the  companion 
hatch,  and  5n  signing  the  men  received  either  two  months'  pay  in 
advance,  or  one  month's  wages  and  a  half-pay  note.  I  took  a  month's 
wages  and  a  half-pay  note  for  £3  10.s.  in  favor  of  my  wife,  Martha 
Latham,  19  Wellington  street,  Swansea.  The  note  was  drawn  on  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  but  it  was  paid  by  Mr.  Klingender,  in 
Liverpool.  The  note  was  signed  by  Captain  Semmes,  Yonge,  who  was 
the  paymaster,  and  Smith,  the  captain's  clerk.  I  sent  £5  and  this  half- 
pay  note  ashore  by  Captain  Bullock,  and  he  forwarded  it  with  a  letter 
to  my  wife. 

3.  Captain  Bullock,  on  the  passage  out,  and  after  we  arrived  at  Ter- 
ceira,  used  arguments  to  induce  us  to  join  the  Alabama.  On  several 
occasions  he  advised  us  and  urged  the  men  to  join. 

4.  As  soon  as  the  men  who  consented  to  go  had  all  signed  articles,  the 
English  ensign,  which  the  Alabama  had  been  flying,  was  pulled  down, 
and  the  confederate  flag  was  hoisted  and  a  gun  fired.  The  men  who 
declined  joining  left  the  ship  with  Captains  Bullock  and  Butcher  for  the 
Bahama,  and  we  proceeded  under  the  command  of  Captain  Semmes, 
and  I  have  in  the  schedule  hereto  annexed  given  a  list  of  the  oflicers 
and  men,  with  their  places  of  residence. 
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5.  We  proceeded  on  our  voyage  and  cruised  about  the  Western  Islands 
for  some  days,  and  on  the  following  Sunday  we  fell  in  with  a  whaler  and 
burned  her,  and  we  then  cruised  about,  and  in  about  two  days  we  fell 
in  with  the  steamer  Starlight,  from  Boston.  We  fired  at  her  four  times. 
Her  captain  said,  "  If  I  had  but  one  gun  on  board  I  would  fight  you." 
He  tried  to  make  the  land,  but  we  overhauled  him  and  he  brought  to. 
We  kept  the  crew  of  the  schooner,  and  on  the  next  day  we  lauded  them 
at  the  Western  Isles,  and  took  the  schooner  in  tow  for  the  purpose  of 
decoying  other  vessels  with  the  stars  and  stripes.  We  succeeded  in  cap- 
turing several.  Among  other  vessels,  we  captured  the  Manchester,  of 
Philadelphia  line  of  packets,  bound  from  New  York  to  Liverpool. .  We 
burnt  this  vessel,  having  first  taken  her  crew,  and  we  put  them  on  board 
the  Tonawanda,  which  we  had  previously  captured,  and  had  them  in  tow. 
Amongst  the  crew  there  was  a  man  of  the  name  of  George  Forrest,  who 
one  of  the  midshipmen  recognized  as  having  been  a  seaman  on  board 
the  Sumter  and  had  deserted.  He  was  brought  on  board  to  Captain 
Semmes,  who  told  him  if  he  behaved  well  he  should  have  his  pay  and 
prize  money  as  the  other  men,  but  that  he  had  a  right  to  detain  him 
throughout  the  war,  without  paying  him  one  cent.  Forrest  was  retained 
on  board  the  Alabama,  was  frequently  punished  by  having  his  hands 
and  legs  fastened  to  the  rigging,  the  punishment  being  known  as  "  the 
spread  eagle,"  and  he  would  be  kept  in  this  position  for  four  hours  at  a  • 
time,  and  this  was  done  at  least  twenty  times ;  and  at  last  they  ironed 
his  legs  and  arms  and  sent  him  on  shore,  on  a  deserted  island  called 
Blencola,  some  two  hundred  miles  from  the  main  laud,  and  left  him. 
The  crew  subscribed  some  £17,  unknown  to  Captain  Semmes,  which  we 
gave  him  in  the  hope  of  its  being  some  inducement  to  a  vessel  to  take 
him  oft'. 

6.  The  bark  Agrippina,  flying  the  British  flag  and  loaded  with  coals, 
from  Cardiff,  was  at  Martinique  when  we  arrived  there,  and  she  went.out 
to  sea,  and  whilst  out  she  supplied  us  with  coal ;  after  that  we  went  to 
Arkashees,  where  we  stopped  and  painted  the  ship,  and.  then  made 
toward  Galveston,  and  off  that  place  we  fell  in  with  the  American  ship 
Hatteras,  which  we  sunk;  we  got  her  crew  on  board  and  proceeded  to 
Port  Royal,  Jamaica ;  there  I  ran  away  and  left  the  Alabama  ;  whilst 
there  the  Alabama  enlisted  two  British  sailors  who  had  deserted  from 
her  Majesty's  ships  Jason  and  Steady ;  Thomas  Potter,  who  was  fireman, 
also  ran  away,  but  the  men  of  the  Alabama  came  after  him  and  arrested 
him,  and  took  him  back  to  the  ship  ;  Clarence  Yonge,  the  purser,  also 
left  the  ship ;  I  was  also  arrested  at  a  hotel  in  Jamaica  by  the  Alabama 
crew;  they  wanted  to  force  me  on  board,  but  I  refused  to  go  until  I  had 
seen  the  governor  of  the  island,  whose  residence- was  some  fifteen  miles 
distant ;  and  I  saw  the  superintendent  of  the  police,  who,  on  my  pro- 
ducing a  certificate  that  I  was  a  naval  coast  volunteer  on  board  of  her 
Majesty's  ship  Majestic,  I  was  released. 

7.  My  wife  received  my  half-pay ;  she  used  to  receive  it  by  post  office 
order,  payable  at  Swansea  ;  and  to  obtain  this,  she  every  month  used  to 
write  to  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  or  M.  G.  Klingender  &  Co., 
Liverpool,  inclosing  the  half-pay  notes,  and  the  latter  firm  used  to  send 
her  a  post  office  order  for  £3  9s.  5il.,  deducting  the  cost  of  the  order  and 
the  postage.  In  February  or  March  she  wrote  as  usual  for  the  half  pay; 
they  wrote,  in  replj^,  that  they  could  send  her  no  more  money,  as  I  had 
left  the  ship ;  but  they  did  not  return  her  the  half-pay  note. 

8.  On  my  return  I  called  at  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s  office  for  the 
balance  of  my  wages,  but  they  declined  to  pay  me,  and  denied  all  knowl- 
edge of  the  ship ;  but  Mr.  Cooper  gave  me  the  name  of  Mr.  M.  G.  Klin- 
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gender,  and  told  me  to  see  Lim  and  see  if  he  could  arrange  it.  I  did  so ; 
but  he  told  me  he  would  not  do  so,  as  they  had  received  a  note  from 
Captain  8emmes  that  I  had  deserted  at  Jamaica. 

9.  The  guns  comprising  the  armament  on  the  Alabama  have  Fawcett, 
Preston  &  Co.'s  marks  ou  them.    Thev  were  made  bv  this  firm. 

JOHiT  LATHAM. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  the  8th  of  January,  1864,  before 

J.  PEAESON, 

A  Commissioner,  &c. 

Schedule  iefore  referred  to — officers  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Alabama. 

Raphael  Semmes,  commander. 

J.  N.  Kell,  first  lieutenant. 

Richard  F.  Armstrong,  second  lieutenant. 

Joseph  Wilson,  third  lieutenant. 

John  Low,  fourth  lieutenant. 

,  Englishman. 

Arthur  Sinclair,  master,  (that  is,  sailing  master.) 

Francis  L.  Gait,  surgeon,  from  Virginia ;  now  acting  as  paymaster. 

Miles  J.  Freeman,  first  assistant  engineer,  ranks  as  chief  j  born  in 
Wales ;  does  not  know  whether  naturalized. 

David  Herbert  Llewellyn,  assistant  surgeon,  Englishman. 

B.  H.  Howell,  brother-in-law  of  Jeff.  Davis,  lieutenant  of  marines. 
(No  marines  on  boatd.) 

W.  H.  Sinclair,  midshipman. 

Irving  S.  Bullock,  midshipman ;  Captain  Bullock's  brother. 

Eugene  MafiBtt,  midshipman  ;  Captain  Maffitt's  son. 

Edward  Mafi&tt  Anderson,  midshipman  ;•  son  of  Colonel  Anderson. 

W.  P.  Brooks,  second  assistant  engineer. 

S.  If.  Cummin  g,  third  assistant  engineer. 

Matthew  O'Brien,  third  assistant  engineer. 

John  M.  Pundt,  third  assistant  engineer. 

George  T.  Fulham,  first  master's  mate.  Englishman. 

James  Evans,  second  master's  mate,  Charleston  pilot. 

W.  D.  Smith,  captain's  clerk. 

Benjamin  L.  McOosky,  boatswain. 

F.  O.  Caddy,  gunner. 

William  Robinson,  carpenter. 

Henry  AUcott,  sail  maker.  Englishman. 

Clarence  R.  Yonge,  paymaster. 

Petty  officers  and  seamen. 

James  King,  master-at-arms.  Savannah  pilot. 
Adolphus  Warmley,  Portuguese. 
W.  A.  King,  quartermaster. 
James  G.  Dent,  quartermaster. 
William  Forestall,  quartermaster.  Englishman. 
Ralph  Masters,  quartermaster  gunner.  Irishman. 
William  Crawford,  Englishman;  lives  in  Liverpool;  belongs  to  royal 
naval  reserve. 

George  Addison,  Englishman ;  lives  in  Liverpool. 
William  Brinton,  Englishman ;  royal  navy  reserves. 
Robinson,  head  carpenter. 
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George  Harwood,  boatswain's  mate  ;  English  pensioner ;  from  English 
navy;  joined  her  at  Liverpool  Home;  now  is  a  southerner,  as  boat- 
swain ;  lives  in  Liverpool. 

Michael  Kinshler,  Irishman,  fireman ;  has  a  pension  in  England. 

Brent  Johnson,  second  boatswain's  mate,  Englishman;  naval  reserve 
man ;  joined  vessel  at  Liverpool. 

William  Purdy,  sailmaker.  Irishman  by  birth ;  lives  in  Liverpool ; 
belongs  to  naval  reserve ;  joined  her  iu  Liverpool. 

John  Latham,  fireman,  an  Englishman ;  belongs  to  coast  volunteers  ; 
enlisted  on  Alabama  at  Terceira. 

Daniel  Eoach,  fireman,  an  Englishman  ;  resides  at  Liverpool ;  belongs 
to  Toyal  navy  reserve ;  enlisted  in  Liverpool ;  left  her  22d  November. 

Thomas  Murphy,  fireman,  Englislimau ;  left  her  at  Western  Islands. 

Thomas  Welch,  Englishman  ;  left  the  ship ;  enlisted  in  Alabama  iu 
Liverpool. 

James  Smith,  captain  of  forecastle.  Englishman ;  residing  in  Liver- 
pool ;  belongs  to  naval  reserves ;  enlisted  on  board  of  Alabama  in  Liver- 
pool. 

Edward  Fitzmorris,  Englishman  ;  enlisted  in  Alabama  in  Liverpool ; 
is  at  home  now  ;  his  wife  lives  at  Aigburth. 

George  Addison,  fireman ;  lives  at  Liverpool,  Oopperal  Hill ;  enlisted 
at  Terceira. 

James  McFudgeon,  fireman,  Englishman ;  lives  at  N'o  6  West  Derby 
street ;  enlisted  at  Terceira ;  now  at  home. 

Thomas  Potter,  Englishman,  erdisted  in  Alabama  at  Liverpool ;  lives 
in  Arch  street,  Liverpool ;  deserted  at  Jamaica ;  they  arrested  him  at 
Jamaica  and  carried  him  on  board  ;  his  wife  lives  in  Liverpool  now. 

Samuel  Williams,  fireman,  lives  in  Liverpool ;  born  iu  Wales ;  en- 
listed in  Alabama  at  Liverpool. 

Patrick  Bradley,  fireman.  Englishman ;  resides  in  Liverpool;  enlisted 
there. 

John  Origen,  fireman.  Irishman;  resides  in  School  Street,  Liverpool; 
enlisted  there. 

Oran  Duffy,  fireman,  Irishman. 

Peter  Duncan,  fireman.  Englishman;  resides  in  Liverpool;  enlisted 
in  Liverpool. 

William  Nevins,  coal-passer.  Englishman ;  belongs  to  naval  reserve ; 
enlisted  at  Liverpool. 

Andrew  Shilling,  Scotchman;  resides  at  Athel  street,  Liverjiool;  has 
a  wife;  enlisted  at  Liverpool ;  is  a  fireman. 

Charles  Puist,  coal-passer,  is  a  German. 

George  Yeoman,  ordinary  seaman.  Englishman  ;  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

George  Premantle,  seaman,  Englishman;  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

Frederick  Johns,  purser's  steward,  Euglishman  ;  resides  in  Liverpool; 
his  father  keeps  a  coal  yard  in  Howard  Street;  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

John  Grandy,  boy,  English ;  lives  in  Liverpool. 

Thomas  Weir,  gunner's  mate.  Englishman;  enlisted  at  Liverpool. 

James  Busman,  seaman,  Bnglisbman. 

Edgar  Tripp,  seaman.  Englishman ;  lives  in  Loudon ;  enlisted  at  Liv- 
erpool. 

John  Neil,  seaman.  Englishman ;  lives  with  his  sister  in  Manchester 
street,  Liverpool;  belongs  to  naval  reserve;  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

Thomas  Winter,  fireman,  Englishman;  lives  in  Liverpool;  his  father 
is  ticket  collector  at  the  Adelphi  theater ;  enlisted  in  Liverpool. 

Samuel  Henry,  seaman.  Englishman ;  resides  in  I^iverpool ;  naval 
reserve  man  ;  enlisted  in  Liverpool. 
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John  Eoberts,  seaman,  Welchman ;  think  he  resides  at  Liverpool ; 
enlisted  at  Terceira. 

John  Duggan,  seaman,  Englishman ;  resides  in  Liverpool ;  belongs  to 
naval  reserve ;  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

Martin  King,  seaman. 

Thomas  Williams,  seaman,  Englishman;  resides  in  Liverpool;  belongs 
to  naval  reserve;  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

Eobert  Williams,  seaman.  Englishman;  resides  in  Liverpool;  belongs 
to  naval  reserve ;  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

Joseph  Pearson,  seaman,  Englishman ;  belongs  to  Chester;  enlisted 
at  Liverpool. 

Joseph  Connor,  seaman.  Englishman;  resides  in  Walnut  street ;  his 
wife  lives  there  and  keeps  a  butcher's  shop  ;  belongs  to  naval  reserve ; 
enlisted  at  Terceira. 

Thomas  McMuUen,  seaman.  Englishman;  resides  in  Liverpool;  joined 
at  Terceira. 

Michael  May,  seaman.  Englishman ;  belongs  to  Bristol;  naval  reserve ; 
joined  at  Terceira. 

Eobert  Egan,  boy,  English;  belongs  to  Chuley. 

Malcom  McFarland,  seaman,  Scotchman;  resides  in  Liverpool;  be- 
longs to  naval  reserve ;  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

Peter  Henry,  seaman,  Irishman ;  lives  in  Liverpool ;  enlisl^ed  at  Ter- 
ceira. 

Charles  Goodwin,  seaman.  Englishman ;  resides  in  Liverpool;  enlisted 
at  Terceira. 

James  Hicks,  captain  of  the  hold.  Englishman ;  resides  in  Liverpool ; 
enlisted  in  Liverpool. 

George  Appleby,  yeoman.  Englishman;  resides  in  Liverpool;  married 
man ;  enlisted  in  Liverpool. 

John  Emory,  seaman,  Englishman;  resides  in  Liverpool;  belongs  to 
naval  reserve ;  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

William  Mearn,  seaman.  Englishman;  resides  in  Liverpool;  belongs 
to  naval  reserve ;  enlisted  at  Terceira. 

Thomas  L.  Parker,  boy,  English ;  stops  with  Brent  Johnson. 

A.  G.  Bartelle,  seaman,  Portuguese. 

Peter  Hughes,  captain  of  top.  Englishman ;  resides  in  Liverpool ;  be- 
longs to  naval  reserve;  enlisted  at  Liverpool. 

Henry  Fisher,  seaman ;  enlisted  at  Liverpool. 

Frank  Townsend,  seaman,  Englishman ;  enlisted  in  Liverpool. 

George  Forrest,  seaman.  Irishman;  taken  off  the  ship  Manchester  be- 
cause he  had  deserted  from  the  Sumter,  and  tried  by  a  court-martial  for 
causing  mutiny,  and  sent  on  shore,  in  irons,  to  island  Blanco  and  left 
there.  Previous  to  his  being  tried  for  mutiny  he  was  tied  up  twenty 
times  in  the  rigging  with  his  arms  spread,  for  four  hours  at  a  time,  day 
and  night. 

Eobert  Parkinson,  wardroom  steward,  Englishman ;  resides  in  Liver- 
pool ;  enlisted  in  Liverpool. 


[lu  closure  No.  3.] 

Deposition  of  Martha  Latham. 

I,  Martha  Latham,  of  18  Wellington  street,  Swansea,  in  the  county  of 
Glamorgan,  wife  of  John  Latham,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 
My  husband  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Alabama.    In  the 
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montli  of  Aitgust,  1862,  my  husband,  who  was  in  Liverpool,  ^rote  me 
that  he  was  going  out  in  the  steamer  Bahama  to  .run  the  blockade. 
Some  weeks  after  that  I  received  a  letter  from  my  husband,  dated  at  the 
Western  Islands,  stating  that  he  had  joined  the  steamer  Alabama  for 
£7  a  month.  On  the  same  day  I  received  a  letter  from  Captain  James 
D.  Bullock,  inclosing  me  a  half-pay  note,  signed  by  Captain  Semmes, 
for  the  half  pay  of  my  husband  while  he  served  ou  board  of  said 
steamer  Alabama.  The  note  was  payable  to  me  at  Fraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.'s,  in  Liverpool.  In  the  latter  part  of  August,  or  first  part  of  Sep- 
tember, 1862,  my  husband's  cousin,  Thomas  Winstinley,  36  Jasper  street, 
Liverpool,  received  £5  for  me  from  the  office  in  Liverpool.  I  had  sent 
him  Captain  Bullock's  letter  and  the  one  from  my  husband.  I  sent  my 
half-pay  note  to  Liverpool  to  draw  the  money  on  it.  It  was  returned  to 
me  in  the  letter  annexed  hereto,  marked  "A."  I  signed  my  name  and 
sent  it  to  the  office  of  M.  G.  Klingender  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  who  sent  me 
£3  10s.  less  sevenpence,  the  expenses.  It  was  sent  to  me  in  a  post  office 
order,  in  a  letter  dated  October  3, 1862, annexed  hereto,  and  marked  on 
back,  "Exhibit  B."  On  the  31st  October,  1862,  M.  G.  Klingender  &  Co. 
sent  me  another  letter,  inclosing  me  another  order  for  £3  9s.  dd.,  being 
another  month's  half  pay  on  said  note. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1862,  the  Messrs.  Klingender  &  Co.  sent 
me  another  letter,  inclosing  me  an  order  for  £3  9s.  6d.  on  account  of  said 
note.  The  letter  is  annexed  hereto,  and  marked  "Exhibit  C."  On  the 
back  I  received  another  half  pay  of  £3  9s.  6d.  It  must  have  been  in 
January,  but  the  letter  in  which  it  was  sent,  as  well  as  the  letter , written 
to  me  by  Captain  Bullock,  above  mentioned,  has  been  mislaid.  All  the 
money  orders  were  paid  to  me.  In  February  or  March  I  received  from 
M.  G.  Klingender  &  Co.  a  letter  without  date,  stating  that  my  husband 
had  deserted,  and  stopping  the  pay  on  the  allotment  note.  I  had  been, 
in  the  habit  of  sending  them  the  note  every  time  I  drew  the  money. 
The  last  time  I  sent  it  they  retained  it,  and  sent  me  the  last-mentioned 
letter,  but  no  money.  They  still  have  the  allotment  note  in  their  pos- 
session. The  letter  from  M.  G.  Klingender  &  Co.,  dated  31st  October, 
1862,  above  mentioned,  is  annexed  hereto,  and  marked  "Exhibit  D." 

The  last  letter  from  them  to  me,  without  date,  above  mentioned,  is  alsa 
annexed  hereto,  and  marked  "  Exhibit  E." 

MAETHA  LATHAM. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  this  3d  day  of  December,  1863. 

J.  EOLLY  FEIPP, 
A  Commissioner  for  taking  oaths  in  the 

Court  of  Queen's  Bench  at  Westminster, 


Exhibit  A. 

LiVEEPOOL,  September  30,  186^. 
Messrs.  M.  G.  Klingender  &  Co.  must  request  Mrs.  Martha  Latham, 
before  paying  her  the  £3  10s.,  to  sign  her  name  at  the  back  of  the  allot- 
ment note,  and  then  return  it  to  them,  when  they  will  remit  her  a  money 
order  for  the  amount,  less  cost  of  order. 
Mrs.  M.  Latham, 

19  Wellinciton  street,  Swansea,  South  Wales. 
p.  s. — Please  note  address,  No.  22  Water  street,  Liverpool. 
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Exhibit  B. 

Liverpool,  22  Water  street,  October  3, 1862, 
Madam:"  Inclosed  j>lease  find  money  order,  payable  at  the  post  office 
of  your  town,  for  £3  9s.  M.    In  future  you  must  send  us  your  allotment 
note,  signed  across  a  receipt  stamp. 

Returning  you  the  note,  we  are  yours,  &c.. 


'•1 
C.  p.  VAN  MELLE. 


Per  M.  G.  KLINGBISTDER  &  CO., 


Money  order £3  9s.  M^ 

Cost  of  order M. 

Receipt  stamp Id. 

3  10s.  Od.. 

Mrs.  Martha  Latham,  ==:- 

19  Wellington  street,  Swansea,  South  Wales. 


Exhibit  C. 

Liverpool,  December  31,  1862. 
Messrs.  Klingender  &  Co.  inclose  Mrs.  Martha  Latham  a  post  ofllice 
order  for  £3  9s.  6d.,  deducting,  as  usual,  6d.  for  cost  of  order. 
Martha  Latham, 

N'o.  19  Wellington  street,  Swansea,  South  Wales. 


Exhibit  D. 

Liverpool,  October  31, 1862. 
Madam:  We  inclose  you  a  money  order  for  £3  9s.  6d.,  payable  at  the 
post  office  of  your  town. 

Returning  you  the  note,  we  are  yours,  &c.. 

Per  M.  G.  KLINGENDER  &  Co., 
C.  F.  VAN  MELLE. 
£3    9s.  6d. 
Cost  of  order,  6d. 


3    10s.  Od. 


Mrs.  Marha  Latham, 


19  Wellington  street,  Swansea,  South  Wales. 


Exhibit  E. 

Madam:  We  have  this  day  received  advices,,  per  West  India  mail, 
from  St.  Domingo,  stating  that  John  Latham,  with  three  other  men,, 
deserted  the  Alabama,  on  the  25th  January,  at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  and 
of  course  their  allotment  notes  must  be  stopped. 

We  are,  &c.,  Per  M.  G.  KLINGENDER, 

C.  P.  VAN  MELLE. 
Martha  Latham, 

19  Wellington  street,  Swansea,  South  Wales. 
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[Inclosure  No.  4.] 
Deposition  of  Thomas  Winstinley 

I,  Thomas  Wiustinley,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancashire, 
residing  at  86  Jasper  street,  make  oath  and  say:  I  am  a  cousin  of  John 
Latham.  After  he  had  joined  the  Alabama,  in  the  summer  of  1862,  his 
wife,  Martha  Latham,  wrote  me  that  Mr.  Latham  had  sent  home  a  part 
of  his  advance  wages,  and  requested  me  to  go  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.,  in  Liverpool,  and  get  it  for  her.  I  went  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s 
office  either  the  last  part  of  the  month  of  August  or  the  fore  of  Septem- 
ber, 1862.  I  saw  one  of  the  men  in  the  office.  I  presented  him  the  note. 
It  was  for  £5.  I  forget  by  whom  it  was  signed.  The  man  said,  "  Well, 
you  are  not  Martha  Latham,  and  this  note  is  payable  to  her."  I  told 
him  she  lived  at  Swansea,  and  that  she  had  written  me  to  get  it  for  her, 
and  showed  him  her  letter  to  me.  He  then  said,  if  I  would  leave  him 
the  letter  and  note,  he  would  pay  me.  I  consented  to  do  this,  and  he 
paid  me  £5,  which  I  remitted  to  Martha  Latham,  less  the  expense.  The 
person  who  paid  me,  I  was  told  by  the  other  clerks  in  the  office,  was 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s  cashier.     I  left  the  note  and  letter  with  him. 

THOMAS  WIXSTIISTLEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  at  Liverpool,  January  6,  1864,  before 

J.  PEAESON,  a  Commissioner,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  251.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  1,  1864. 
Sie:  The  wages  of  the  men  serving  on  the  pirate  steamer  Alabama 
were  again  paid  day  before  yesterday  here,  in  Liverpool,  by  M.  G.  Klin- 
gender*  &  Co.,  to  the  wives  and  families  of  the  men.    They  pay  their 
wages  monthly,  about  the  29th  or  30th  of  each  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to_  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  302.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  21,  1864, 
Sir:  The  pirate  Alabama  has  at  last  met  the  fate  she  deserves.  She 
was  sunk  by  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Winslow,  off  of  Cherbourg,  on  Sunday  morning  last,  after  a  fight 
of  one  hour.  We  only  have  here  at  Liverpool  the  confederate  account 
of  the  action.  I  send  you  slips  cut  from  the  London  Times,  Liverpool 
Courier,  Daily  Post,  and  Mercury,  of  to-day,  giving  all  that  is  known 


*  See  M.  G.  Klingender  and  the  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  ante,  p.  195  and  197. 
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about  it.  It  lias  formed  the  main  topic  of  conversation  for  the  last  two 
days.  There  is  much  regret  among  the  merchants  that  she  is  lost.  At 
least  nine  out  of  every  ten  persons  deplore  it.  Captain  Semmes  was 
here  to-day.  While  I  write  a  large  crowd  of  persons  are  gathered  on 
change  to  welcome  him.  It  is  proposed  to  give  him  an  ovation,  but  I 
think  the  more  prudent  and  thoughtful  will  back  out,  and  thus  prevent 
it.  Semmes  has  not  arrived  in  town,  and  my  information  is  that  he  is 
not  coming  for  some  days.  You  will  see  by  looking  over  the  reports 
that  her  Majesty's  subjects  composing  the  crew  were  properly  cared  for 
at  the  sailor's  home,  on  their  arrival  at  Southampton.  It  is  also  worthy 
of  note  that  the  best  practice  on  the  Alabama  during  the  action  was 
shown  by  the  gunners  who  had  been  trained  on  board  Her  Majesty's  war 
vessel  the  JExcellent,  in  Portsmouth  harbor.  The  English  steamer  Deer- 
hound  was  on  baud  to  render  assistance  to  the  Alabama,  and  appears 
to  have  taken  an  active  part  in  rescuing  and  running  away  with  the 
offlcers  and  men  belonging  to  this  English  piratical  craft,  built  at  the 
same  yard,  by  the  same  persons,  and  at  the  same  time  that  the  Deer- 
hound  was  built. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  "William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


jl/r.  Adams  to  Earl  Eussell. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  7,  1865. 

My  Loed:  I  likewise  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  an  adver- 
tisement taken  from  the  Liverpool  Daily  Post,  of  the  first  instant,  going 
to  show  that  the  crew  of  the  vessel  formerly  knowu  as  the  Alabama, 
being  all  of  them  British  subjects,  enlisted  in  violation  of  law,  on  a 
voyage  of  hostility  to  the  United  States,  are  openly  paid  their  wages  by 
agents  of  the  insurgents  in  a  British  port,  just  as  if  they  had  been  em- 
barked in  a  common  undertaking,  fully  recognized  by  all  the  British 
authorities. 

It  is  not  without  great  pain  that  I  am  constrained  to  admit  the  im- 
pression that  Her  Majesty's  government  seem  to  be  almost  without  the 
power  to  restrain  the  commission  of  this  systematic  abuse  of  the  law  of 
neutrality  within  her  territories.  I  regret  it  the  more  that  it  seems  to  be 
gradually  fixing  in  the  minds  of  my  countrymen  a  conviction  that  there 
is  little  reciprocal  force  in  treaty  obligations,  and  hence  that  it  is  expe- 
dient for  them  to  be  released,  as  far  as  possible,  from  those  into  which 
their  Government  has  heretofore  cheerfully  entered  with  Great  Britain. 
I  trust  I  need  not  say  to  your  lordship  that  this  state  of  things  is  re- 
garded by  me  as  most  unfavorable  to  the  best  interests  of  both  nations, 
which  would,  in  my  view,  dictate  rather  a  closer  approximation  than 
any  alienation. 

Not  having  had  any  reason  to  doubt  the  favorable  disposition  of  Her 
Majesty's  government,  I  still  cherish  the  hope  that  some  additional  means 
may  be  devised  to  correct  the  evils  complained  of,  and  to  restore  that 
31  A  c— VI 
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confidence  in  reciprocity  of  friendly  action  which  is  the  only  stable  foun- 
dation of  all  international  relations  of  amity  throughout  the  world. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEA^OIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  dc,  &c.,  &c. 


[Inclosure.] 

Advertisement  paying  creiv  oftJie  No.  290. 

LATE  CONFEDERATE  SCREW  STEAMER  ALABAMA. 

On  and  after  the  1st  of  February  next,  £10  will  be  paid  to  each  of  the 
crew  of  the  late  confederate  screw  steamer  Alabama,  (who  were  on  board 
at  the  time  of  her  loss,)  as  compensation  for  their  bags  lost  in  that  ship. 
The  money  will  be  paid  on  application  to  Eichard  Taylor,  at  the  ofiice 
of  M.  P.  Eobertson,  esq.,  Bumford  Court,  Liverpool,  between  the  hours 
of  12  meridiaa  and  2  p.  m. 

Men  must  produce  their  discharges,  and  administrators  of  deceased 
men  must  bring  their  certificates  of  administration. 

Liverpool,  January  27,  I860. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  40.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  28,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  bark  Agrippina,  commanded  by  Captain  M.  Queen,  arrived 
here.  She  reports  from  Port  Eoyal,  but  in  reality  from  Aux  Oayes  in 
ballast,  on  the  26th  instant.  This  is  the  same  vessel  that  took  out  the 
guns  and  ammunition  from  London  to  Terceira  for  the  Alabama,  and 
afterward  returned  to  Cardiff,  took  on  coal,  which  she  carried  to  Mar- 
tinique and  placed  on  board  of  the  Alabama  at  that  place.  She  has 
brought  home  five  of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama,  all  British  subjects, 
invalids. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  43.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  3,  1863. 
Sir  :  Eeferring  to  my  dispatch  of  the  28th  of  February,  and  the  arrival 
at  this  port  of  the  bark  Agrippina  with  five  of  the  crew  from  the  pirate 
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Alabama,  I  have  now;  to  report  that  previous  to  their  leaving  the  Ala- 
bama, Captain  Semmes,  who  commands  her,  gave  each  of  the  men  so 
leaving  an  order  on  M.  G.  Klingender  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  for  the 
amount  of  their  wages  for  the  time  they  respectively  served  on  board  of 
said  vessel.  The  orders  so  given,  I  understand,  have  been  paid  by  M. 
G.  Klingender  &  Co.,  since  the  arrival  of  the  men  at  Liverpool.  This 
is  the  same  M.  C  Klingender  who  pretends  to  own  the  pirate  Sumter, 
now  called  the_  Gibraltar,  undergoing  repairs  at  Birkenhead,  and  who 
holds  so  man^  steamers  running  the  blockade.  Captain  Semmes  gave 
each  man  a  discharge.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  one  to  Michael  Ganshelea,  as 
follows : 

"  KOTEMBER  28,  1862. 
"  This  is  to  certify  that  Michael  Ganshelea  is  discharged  from  the 
naval  service  of  the  Confederate  States.    His  discharge  to  take  effect 
from  the  arrival  of  the  bark  in  England. 

"E.  SEMMES." 

Each  one  also  has  an  undertaking  for  his  share  of  the  prize  money  to 
be  paid  after  the  waras  over. 

I  am  told  by  those  who  pretend  to  know  that  most  if  not  all  the  crew 
of  this  pirate  belong  to  the  naval  reserve  of  this  country. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

JSTo.  51.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  20, 1863. 
SiE :  Find  inclosed,  marked  Nos.  3  and  4,  descriptions  of  the  bark 
Agrippina  and  the  schooner  Speculator.    The  former  sailed  on  the  16th 
instant  for  Newport  without  clearance.    It  is  understood  she  goes  there 
to  load  with  coal  for  the  Alabama  or  Florida. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward, 
LExtract.] 

No.  58  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  3, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  will  now  proceed  to  give  you  some  few  items  which  I  have  ob- 
tained from  him,  [Clarence  Young,  paymaster  on  Alabama,]  and  which 
will  not  be  found  in  either  'of  the  affidavits.  He  says  that  Captain  Semmes 
is  very  taciturn  about  the  cruise,  but  that  their  rooms  on  the  Alabama 
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adjoined  each  other,  and  that  he  could  hear  quite  distinctly  what  was 
said  in  the  captain's  room.  When  off  the  Banks  last  fall,  he  heard  a 
conversation  between  Semmes,  his  chief  ofiflcer  Kell,  and  Chief  Engineer 
Preeman.  The  captain  wanted  to  run  the  vessel  right  in  toward  Sandy- 
Hook,  but  the  engineer  reported  but  three  days'  coal  left,  and  it  was 
thought  most  prudent  to  go  to  Martinique,  where  they  were  to  be  sup- 
plied with  coals  from  the  bark  Agrippina.  The  captain  replied,  "  Never 
mind,  we  will  go  south  now,  but  will  have  a  chance  to  run  in  on  our 
return." 

With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

IvTo.  112.]  Uni^ted  States  Consulate, 

London,  October  30, 1863. 

Sir  :  There  are  now  several  steamers  in  porb  which  have  been  a  long 
time  in  the  rebel  service,  such  as  the  Miriam,  Pacific,  with  the  notorious 
sailing  bark  Agrippina.  There  are  also  several  suspicious  steamers  here 
besides  those  above  named,  of  which  the  Sea  King  is  the  most  prom- 
inent, all  of  which  shall  receive  proper  attention. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  MOESE, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Morse  to  I\Ir.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  113.]  United  States  Consulate, 

London,  November  6,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  notorious  confederate  bark  Agripjiina  is  now  in  this  por^ 
loading  with  rifles  and  other  contraband  of  war,  and  I  think  it  proper 
that  she  should  have  extra  attention,  as  she  may  be  sent  out  as  tender 
to  another  Alabama. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  weekly  report  of  my  chief  «ut-door 
assistant,  for  further  details  of  rebel  operations  in  this  port. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOESE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

E"o.  117.]  United  States  Consulate, 

London,  Wovember  13, 1863. 
SiE :  The  bark,  sailing,  Agrippina  hauled  out  of  dock  to-day.  She 
has  entered  out  for  Bermuda  and  will  leave  immediately.  Her  cargo  will 
be  of  much  value  to  the  confederates,  and  consists  of  several  thousand 
Enfield  rifles,  cases,  and  boxes,  marked  "  armorers'  materials  complete 
for  Enfield  rifles  with  stocks,"  sbeet  metal,  leather,  coals,  &c. 
I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOKSE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seivard. 
[Extract.] 

>   No.  121.J  United  States  Consulate, 

London,  November,  27,  1863. 
SiE:  A  letter  just  received  from  a  person  who  went  from  here  on 
board  the  bark  Agrippina  informs  me  that  she  was  driven  into  Ply- 
mouth by  severe  headwinds,  and  will  not  leave  until  more  favorable 
weather ;  also  that. she  is  going  to  meet  and  supply  the  Alabama  some- 
where about  tbe  Azores,  but  that  he  has  not  yet  learned  the  precise 
place.  This  letter  does  not  come  from  the  Mr.  P.  named  in  a  private 
letter  last  week,  but  from  the  other  person  therein  referred  to.  I  think 
there  is  no  doubt  of  the  design  to  send  her  there  for  the  purpose  named. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  MOESE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seivard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  96.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  January  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  A  Frenchman,  calling  himself  Peyrussett,  arrived  here  in  the 
British  bark  Agrippina,  on  the  10th  instant,  from  London. 

The  Agrippina  having  on  board  fifty  tons  of  coal,  about  one  hundred 
tons  of  powder,  seventy  tons  cartridges,  and  a  large  quantity  of  rifles ;  is 
now  in  this  port  of  St.  George. 

Mr.  P.  informs  me  he  went  on  board  the  said  vessel  at  London. 
Says  from  the  information  he  then  had  he  believed  the  Agrippina  was  to 
supply  the  Alabama  or  some  other  rebel  privateer ;  says  they  cruised 
about  fourteen  miles  southwest  of  the  Azores  from  the  5th  to  the  10th  of 
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December,  but  spoke  no  vessel.    The  Captain  (McQueen)  came  here  in 
irons,  and  the  evidence  before  the  police  court  proves  his  statement  that 
they  delayed  off  the  Azores  to  be  correct. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


0.  M.  ALLEN. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  222.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  January  29, 1864. 

Sir  :  The  English  bark  Castor,  the  same  that  left  this  port  some  time 
a,go  with  a  cargo  of  coal  for  the  pirate  Alabama,  again  Cleared  from  here 
yesterday  with  coal  and  supplies  for  this  same  vessel.  Her  clearance 
was  for  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Singapore,  and  China.  She  is  791  tons 
burden  and  commanded  by  Captain  C.  E.  Mie.  She  was  cleared  by  W. 
G.  Gatliff. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


This  vessel  had  on  a  former  voyage  carried  coal .  to  the  Georgia,  at 
Bahia. 


Extracts  from  '■^My  Adventures  Afloat :  a  Personal  Memoir  of  my  Cruises 
and  Services  in  the  Sumter  and  Alabama.^  By  Admiral  Raphael 
Semmes,  of  the  late  Confederate  States  Navy.  London :  Bichard  Bently^ 
New  Burlington  street,  publisher  in  ordinary  to  Her  Majesty,  1869. 

NAVAI 
1862. 

Having  left  the  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  Captain  Semmes  sailed  for 
London,  arriving  there  in  the  latter  part  of  Ai)ril,  1862,  he  continues, 
(p.  348:) 

"  I  called  at  once  upon  Mr.  Mason,  whom  I  had  often  seen  in  his  seat 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  as  a  Senator  from  the  grand  old 
State  of  Virginia,  but  whom  I  had  never  known  personally.  I  found 
liim  a  genial  Virginia  gentleman,  with  much  bon  homme,.  and  a  great 
favorite  Avith  everybody.  In  his  company  I  saw  much  of  the  society  of 
the  English  capital,  and  soon  became  satisfied  that  Mr.  Davis  could  not 
have  intrusted  the  affairs  of  the  confederacy  to  better  hands.  English 
hearts  had  warmed  toward  him,  and  his  name  was  the  sesame  to  open 
all  English  doors.  I  soon  learned  from  him  the  status  of  Confederate 
States  naval  affairs  on  the  European  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

"  The  gunboat  Oreto,  afterwards  the  Florida,  had  sailed  for  Nassau 
in  the  Bahamas,  and  the  new  ship  being  built  by  the  Messrs.  Laird 
at  Birkenhead,  was  well  on  her  way  to  completion.     Other  contract 
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were  iu  hcand,  but  nothing  tangible  had  as  yet  been  accomplished  under 
them. 

"I  had  also  interviews  with  Commander  North  and  Commander 
Bullock,  agents  of  the  Confederate  States  navy  department,  for  the 
building  and  equipping  of  ships  in  these  waters.  It  being  evident  that 
there  was  nothing  available  for  me,  I  determined  to  lose  no  time  in  re- 
turning to  the  confederacy,  and  it  was  soon  arranged  that  I  should 
depart  in  the  steamer  Melita,  an  English  steamer  preparing  to  take  a 
cargo  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing  to  Nassau.  This  ship  belonged 
to  the  Messrs.  Isaac  Brothers,  large  blockade  runners,  who  kindly 
tendered  free  passage  to  myself  and  to  my  first  lieutenant  and  surgeon, 
who  were  to  accompany  me. 

(P.  349.)  "  We  embarked  on  board  the  Melita  in  the  latter  part  of 
May.  The  vessel  had  already  dropped  some  distance  down  the  Thames, 
and  we  went  thither  to  join  her  by  rail. 

(P.  350.)  "  After  a  pleasant  run  of  about  twenty  days  we  entered  the 
harbor  of  Nassau,  about  2  p.  m.  on  the  13th  of  June,  1862.  On  the 
same  evening  of  our  arrival  I  was  quartered  with  my  small  staff  in  the 
Victoria  Hotel. 

THE   STATITS   OP    INSURGENT   NAVAL    AFFAIRS   AT  NASSAU,  JUNE    AND 

.JULY,  1862. 

{Ibid.)  "  '  It's  an  ill  wind  that  blows  nobody  good,'  and  Nassau  was 
a  living  witness  of  this  old  adage. 

"The  island  of  New  Providence,  of  which  Nassau  is  the  only  town,  is 
a  barren  limestone  rock,  producing  only  some  coarse  grasfs,  a  few  stunted 
trees,  a  few  pine-apples  and  oranges,  and  a  great  many  sand  crabs  and 
fiddlers.  Before  the  war  it  was  the  rendezvous  of  a  few  wreckers  and 
fishermen.  Commerce  it  had  none,  except  such  as  might  grow  out  of 
the  sponge  trade,  and  the  shipment  of  green  turtle  and  conch  shells. 
The  American  war,  which  has  brought  woe  and  wretchedness  to  so  many 
of  our  States,  was  the  wind  which  blew  prosperity  to  Nassau.  It  had 
already  put  on  the  air  of  a  commercial  city ;  its  fine  harbor  being 
thronged  with  shipping,  and  its  warehouses,  wharves,  and  quays  filled 
to  repletion  with  merchandise.  All  was  life,  bustle,  and  activity.  Ships 
were  constantly  arriving  and  depositing  their  cargoes,  and  light-draught 
steamers,  confederate  and  English,  were  as  constantly  reloading  these 
cargoes,  and  running  them  into  the  ports  of  the  Confederate  States. 

(P.  351.)  ''I  found  several  confederate  naval  officers  at  Nassau — 
among  others  Commander  J.  N.  Maf&tt,  who  had  been  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  Oreto,  afterward  to  become  famous  as  the  Florida,  and 
commander  G.  T.  Sinclair,  who  had  been  kind  enough,  as  the  reader 
may  recollect,  to  send  me  my  guns  for  the  Sumter  from  the  Norfolk 
navy  yard.  Captain  Sinclair  was  recently  from  the  Confederate  States, 
and  had  brought  me  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mallory,  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  which  put  a  material  change  upon  the  face  of  affairs,  so  far  as  I 
was  personally  concerned,  I  was  directed  by  this  letter  to  return  to 
Europe,  and  assume  command  of  the  new  ship  which  was  being  built 
on  the  Mersey,  to  be  called  the  Alabama.  My  reply  to  this  letter,  dated 
at  Nassau  on  the  15th  of  June,  will  put  the  reader  in  possession  of  this 
new  programme.     It  is  as  follows : 

"'Nassau,  New  Providence,  June  15,  1862.  _ 
"  '  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  here,  on  the  8th 
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instant,  in  twenty  days  from  London.  I  found  here  Lieutenants  Mafiitt 
and  Sinclair,  and  have  received  your  letter  of  May  29,  inclosing  a  copy 
of  your  dispatch  to  me  of  May  2.  As  you  may  conclude  from  the  fact 
of  my  being  here,  the  original  of  the  latter  communication  (assigning 
me  to  the  command  of  the  Alabama)  has  not  reached  me  ;  nor  indeed 
has  any  other  communication  from  the  department,  since  I  left  the 
mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  in  June,  1861.  As  you  anticipated,  it  be- 
came necessary  for  me  to  lay  the  Sumter  up,  in  consequence  of  my 
being  hemmed  in  by  the  enemy  in  a  place  where  it  was  impossible  to  put 
the  necessary  repairs  upon  my  boilers,  to  enable  me  to  take  the  sea 
again  ;  and  where,  moreover,  it  was  impossible,  without  long  delay  and 
expense,  to  obtain  a  supply  of  coal.  *  *  *  [Here  follows  a  de- 
scription of  the  laying  up  of  the  ship,  which  the  reader  has  already 
seen.] 

" '  Upon  my  arrival  in  London  I  found  that  the  Oreto  had  been  dis- 
patched, some  weeks  before,  to  this  place ;  and  Commander  Bullock 
having  informed  me  that  he  had  your  order  assigning  him  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  second  ship  he  was  building,  (the  Alabama,)  I  had  no  alter- 
native but  to  return  to  the  Confederate  States  for  orders.  It  is  due 
to  Commander  Bullock  to  say,  however,  that  he  offered  to  place  himself 
entirely  under  my  instructions,  and  even  to  relinquish  to  me  the  com- 
mand of  the  new  ship  ;  but  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  interfere  with 
your  orders. 

" '  While  in  London  I  ascertained  that  a  number  of  steamers  were 
being  prepared  to  run  the  blockade,  with  arms  and  other  supplies  for 
the  Confederate  States,  and,  instead  of  dispatching  my  officers  at  once 
for  these  States,  I  left  them  to  take  charge  of  the  ships  mentioned,  as 
they  should  be  gotten  ready  for  sea,  and  run  them  into  their  several 
destinations,  deeming  this  the  best  service  they  could  render  the  gov- 
ernment, under  the  circumstances.  I  came  hither  myself,  accomjtanied 
by  7ny  first  lieutenant  and  surgeon,  Kell  and  Gait,  a  passenger  in  the 
British  steamer  Melita,  whose  cargo  of  arms  and  supplies  is  also  des- 
tined for  the  Confederate  States.  It  is  fortunate  that  I  made  this 
arrangement,  as  many  of  my  officers  still  remain  in  London,  and  I 
shall  return  thither  in  time  to  take  most  of  them  with  me  to  the 
Alabama. 

"  'In  obedience  to  your  order  assigning  me  to  the  command  of  this 
ship,  I  will  return  by  the  first  conveyance  to  England,  where  the  joint 
energies  of  Commander  Bullock  and  myself  will  be  directed  to  the  prep- 
aration of  the  ship  for  sea.  I  will  take  with  me  Lieutenant  Kell,  Sur- 
geon Gait,  and  First  Lieutenant  of  Marines  Howell,  Mr.  Howell  and 
Lieutenant  Stribling  having  reached  Nassau  a  few  days  before  me  in 
the  British  steamer  Bahama,  laden  with  arms,  clothing,  and  stores  for 
the  confederacy.  At  the  earnest  entreaty  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Maflatt,  I'have  consented  to  permit  Lieutenant  Stribling  to  remain  with 
him  as  his  first  lieutenant  on  board  the  Oreto,  (Florida,)  the  oflUcers  de- 
tailed for  that  vessel  not  yet  having  arrived.  Mr.  Stribling's  place  on 
board  the  Alabama  will  be  supplied  by  Midshipman  Armstrong,  pro- 
moted, whom  I  will  recall  from  Gibraltar,  where  I  left  him  in  charge  of  the 
Sumter.  It  will  doubtless  be  a  matterof  some  delicacy  and  tact  to  get  the 
Alabama  safely  out  of  British  waters  without  suspicion,  as  Mr.  Adams,  the 
northern  envoy,  and  his  numerous  satellites  in  the  shape  of  consuls  and 
paid  agents,  are  exceedingly  vigilant  in  their  espionage.  We  cannot, 
of  course,  think  of  aiming  her  in  a  British  port;  this  must  be  done  at 
some  concerted  rendezvous,  to  which  her  battery  and  a  large  portion  of 
her  crew  must  be  sent  in  a  neuti'al  merchant  vessel.    The  Alabama  will 
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be  a  fine  ship,  quite  equal  to  encounter  any  of  the  enemy's  steam  sloops 
of  the  class  of  the  Iroquois,  Tuscarora,  and  Dacotali,  and  I  shall  feel 
much  more  independent  in  her  upon  the  high  seas  than  I  did  in  the 
little  Sumter. 

"  'I  think  well  of  your  suggestion  of  the  East  Indies  as  a  cruising 
ground,  and  I  hope  to  be  in  the  track  of  the  enemy's  commerce  in  those 
seas  as  early  as  October  or  November  next,  when  I  shall  doubtless  be 
able  to  lay  other  rich  "burnt  offerings"  upja  the  altar  of  our  country's 
liberties. 

"  'Lieutenant  Sinclair  having  informed  me  that  you  said,  in  a  con- 
versation with  him,  that  I  might  dispose  of  the  Sumter  either  by  laying 
her  up  or  selling  her,  as  my  judgment  might  approve,  I  will,  unless 
I  receive  contrary  orders  from  you,  dispose  of  her  by  sale  upon  my  ar- 
rival in  Europe.  As  the  war  is  likely  to  continue  for  two  or  three  years 
yet,  it  would  be  a  useless  expense  to  keep  a  vessel  so  comparatively 
worthless  so  long  at  her  anchors.  I  will  cause  to  be  sent  to  the  Ala- 
bama the  Sumter's  chronometers  and  other  nautical  instruments  and 
charts,  and  the  remainder  of  her  officers  and  crew. 

"  '  In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  thank  you  for  this  new  proof  of  your 
confidence,  and  for  your  kind  intention  to  nominate  me  as  one  of  the 
'■captains,"  under  the  new  navy  bill.  I  trust  I  shall  prove  myself 
■worthy  of  these  marks  of  your  approbation.'  ^ 

(P.  353.)  "  I  was  delayed  several  very  anxious  weeks  in  Nassau,  wait- 
ing for  an  opportunity  to  return  to  Europe.  The  Alabama,  I  knew, 
was  nearly  ready  for  sea,  and  it  was  all-important  that  she  should  be 
gotten  out  of  British  waters  as  speedily  as  possible,  because  of  the  espion- 
age to  which  I  have  referred.  But  there  was  no  European-bound  vessel 
in  Nassau,  and  I  was  forced  to  wait.  Lieutenant  Sinclair  having  had  a 
passage  offered  him,  in  an  English  steamer-of-war,  as  far  as  Halifax, 
availed  himself  of  the  invitation,  intending  to  take  the  mail  steamer 
from  Halifax  to  England.  As  he  would  probably  arrive  a  week  or  two 
in  advance  of  myself,  I  wrote  to  Captain  Bullock  by  him,  informing  him 
of  my  having  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Alabama,  and  re- 
questing him  to  hurry  that  ship  off  to  her  rendezvous,  without  waiting 
for  me.  I  could  join  her  at  her  rendezvous.  As  the  reader  will  here- 
after see,  this  was  done. 

(P.  355.)  "  The  Oreto  was  in  court  whilst  I  was  in  Nassau;  the  attorney 
general  of  the  colony  having  libeled  her  for  a  breach  of  the  British 
foreign  enlistment  act.  After  a  long  and  tedious  trial,  during  which 
it  was  proved  that  she  had  left  England  unarmed  and  unprovided  with 
a  warlike  crew,  she  was  released,  very  much  to  the  gratification  of  my 
friend  Maffitt,  who  had  been  anxiously  awaiting  the  result  of  the  trial. 
This  energetic  officer  throwing  himself  and  Stribling  on  board  of  her, 
■nith  such  other  officers  and  men  as  he  could  gather  on  short  notice,  ran 
the  blockade  of  the  enemy's  cruisers  the  following  night,  and  the  next 
morning  found  himself  on  the  high  seas,  with  just  five  firemen  and  four- 
teen deck  hands.  His  hope  was  to  get  his  armament  on  board,  and 
after  otherwise  preparing  his  ship  for  sea,  to  recruit  his  crew  from  the 
neutral  sailors  always  to  be  found  on  board  the  enemy's  merchant  ships. 

"Arriving  at  Green  Key,  the  rendezvous  which  had  been  concerted 
between  himself  and  our  agent  at  Nassau,  Mr.  J.  B.  Laffitte,  he  was 
joined  by  a  schooner,  on  board  which  his  battery  and  stores  had  been 
shipped,"  and  forthwith  set  himself  at  work  to  arm  and  equip  his  ship. 
So  short-handed  was  he,  that  he  was  obliged  to  strip  off'  his  own  coat, 
and,  in  company  with  his  officers  and  men,  assist  at  the  stay-tackles,  in 
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foisting  in  his  heavy  guns.  The  work  was  especially  laborious,  under 
the  ardent  rays  of  an  August  sun,  but  they  toiled  on,  and  at  the  end  of 
five  days  of  incessent  labor,  which  well  nigh  exhausted  all  their  energies, 
they  were  enabled  to  dismiss  their  tender,  and  steam  out  upon  the  ocean, 
and  put  their  ship  in  commission.  The  English  flag,  which  the  Oreto 
had  worn,  was  hauled  down,  and  amid  the  cljeers  of  the  crews  of  the 
two  vessels  the  Confederate  States  flag  was  hoisted  to  the  peak  of  the 
Florida." 

THE  ALABAMA. 

Captain  Semmes  having  returned  to  England  found  that  the  Alabama 
had  sailed  on  August  1st,  and  he  continues,  (page  402 :) 

"After  a  few  busy  days  in  Liverpool,  during  which  I  was  gathering 
my  old  oflflcers  of  the  Samter  around  me,  and  making  my  financial 
arrangements  for  my  cruise  with  the  house  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co., 
I  departed  on  tlie  13th  of  August,  1862,  in  the  steamer  Bahama,  to  join 
the  Alabama.  Captain  James  D.  Bullock,  of  the  Confederate  States 
navy,  a  Georgian,  who  had  been  bred  in  the  old  service,  but  who  had 
retired  from  it  some  years  before  the  war  to  engage  in  the  steam-packet 
service,  accompanied  me.  Bullock  had  contracted  for  and  superin- 
tended the  building  of  the  Alabama,  and  was  now  going  with  me  to  be 
present  at  the  christening  of  his  bantling.  I  am  indebted  to  him  as 
well  as  the  Messrs.  Laird  for  a  very  perfect  ship  of  her  class. 

(P.  403.)  "  She  was  a  perfect  steamer  and  a  perfect  sailing  ship  at 
the  same  time,  neither  of  her  two  modes  of  locomotion  being  at  all  de- 
pendent upon  the  other.  *  *  *  Ti^e  cost  of  the  ship  with  every- 
thing complete  was  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars." 

After  describing  the  arming  of  the  Alabama  from  the  Bahama,  the 
reading  of  his  commission  on  board,  the  enlisting  of  the  men,  and  the 
parting  with  the  Bahama  and  Captain  Bullock,  he  continues,  (p.  419 :) 

"  I  was  much  gratified  to  find  that  my  new  ship  proved  to  be  a  fine 
sailer  under  canvas.  This  quality  was  of  inestimable  advantage  to  me, 
as  it  enabled  me  to  do  most  of  my  work  under  sail.  She  carried  but  an 
eighteen  days'  supply  of  fuel,  and  if  I  had  been  obliged,  because  of  her 
dull  sailing  qualities,  to  chase  everything  under  steam,  the  reader  can 
see  how  I  should  have  been  hampered  in  my  movements.  I  should  have 
been  half  my  time  running  into  port  for  fuel.  This  would  have  disclosed 
my  whereabouts  so  frequently  to  the  enemy,  that  I  should  have  been 
constantly  in  danger  of  capture,  whereas  I  could  now  stretch  into  the 
most  distant  seas,  and  chase,  capture,  and  destroy,  perfectly  independ- 
ent of  steam.  I  adopted  the  plan,  therefore,  of  working  under  sail,  in 
the  very  beginning  of  my  cruise,  and  practiced  it  unto  the  end.  With 
the  exception  of  half  h  dozen  prizes,  all  my  captures  were  made  with 
my  screw  hoisted,  and  my  ship  under  sail ;  and  with  but  one  exception, 
as  the  reader  will  see  hereafter,  I  never  had  occasion  to  use  steam  to 
escape  from  an  enemy." 

COALING-    FR03I    HIS    SUPPLY-SHIP,   THE   AGHIPPINA,   NOVEMBER  AND 

DECEMBER,    1862. 

After  describing  his  cruise  and  captures  until  October  30,  he  con- 
tinues, (p.  492:) 

"  The  engineer  having  now  reported  to  me  that  we  had  no  more  than 
about  four  days  of  fuel  onboard,  I  resolved  to  withdraw  from  the  American 
coast,  run  down  into  the  West  Indies  to  meet  my  coal  ship,  and  renew 
my  supply.  Being  uncertain,  in  the  commencement  of  my  career,  as  to 
the  reception  I  should  meet  with  in  neutral  ports,  and  fearing  that  I 
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might  have  difficulty  in  procuring  coal  iu  the  market,  I  had  arranged 
■with  my  ever-attentive  co-laborer,  Captain  Bullock,  when  we  parted  oft 
Terceira,  to  have  a  supply-ship  sent  out  to  me,  from  time  to  time,  as  I 
should  indicate  to  him  in  the  rendezvous.  The  island  of  Martinique  was 
to  he  the  first  rendezvous,  and  it  was  thither  accordingly  that  we  were 
now  bound.    This  resolution  was  taken  on  the  30th  of  October." 

After  describing  several  other  captures,  and  his  arrival  at  Martinique, 
he  continues,  (p.  514 :) 

"  I  found  here  at  her  anchors,  as  I  had  expected,  my  coal-ship  the  Agrip- 
pina.  She  had  been  lying  here  eight  days.  Her  master,  an  old  Scotch- 
man, who,  like  most  old  sailors,  was  fond  of  his  grog,  had  been  quite 
indiscreet,  as  I  soon  learned,  in  talking  about  his  ship  and  her  move- 
ments. Instead  of  pretending  to  have  come  in  for  water  or  repairs,  or 
to  hunt  a  market,  or  for  something  of  the  kind,  he  had  frequently,  when 
'  half  seas  over,'  in  the  coffee-houses  on  shore,  boasted  of  his  connec- 
tion with  the  Alabama,  and  told  his  brother  tars  that  that  ship  might 
be  daily  looked  for.  Eight  days  were  a  sufficient  space  of  time  for  these 
conversations  to  be  repeated  in  the  neighboring  islands ;  and  as  I  knew 
that  the  enemy  had  several  cruisers  in  the  West  Indies,  I  was  only  sur- 
prised that  some  one  of  them  had  not  looked  in  upon  the  Agrippina 
before.  It  would  not  do  for  me  to  think  of  coaling  in  Martinique,  under 
the  circumstances,  and  so  I  ordered  my  coal-ship  to  get  under  way 
forthwith,  and  proceed  to  a  new  rendezvous — a  small  island  on  the 
Spanish  Main,  where,  in  due  time,  we  will  rejoin  her.  I  had  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  her  get  a  good  offing  before  nightfall,  and  knew  that 
she  was  safe. 

(P.  516.)  "  The  next  afternoon  I  had  joined  my  coal-ship,  and  we  ran 
into  our  anchorage  together,  in  the  little,  barren  island  of  Blanquilla, 
off  the  coast  of  Venezuela,  when  we  came  to  about  nightfall.  This  was 
one  of  those  little  coral  islands  that  skirt  the  South  American  coast,  not 
yet  fully  adapted  to  habitation  of  man. 

(P.  517.)  "  We  lay  five  days  at  the  little  island  of  Blanquilla,  coaling 
ship,  and  getting  ready  for  another  cruise. 

(P.  519.)  "  Having  finished  our  coaling,  and  made  the  other  prepa- 
rations necessary  for  sea,  I  dispatched  my  coal-ship,  which  had  still 
another  supply  of  coal  left,  to  another  rendezvous^the  Areas  Islands,  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico." 

After  describing  the  captures  made  meanwhile  he  continues,  (p.  538:) 

"  On  the  22d  of  December,  night  overtaking  us,  within  about  twenty 
miles  of  the  Areas,  we  anchored  in  twenty  fathoms  of  water,  in  the  open 
sea.  The  Tucatan  coast  is  like  that  of  West  Florida  and  the  Guianas, 
before  described.  It  is  a  continuous  harbor,  a  shijp  being  able  to  hold 
on  to  her  anchors  in  the  heaviest  gale.  Getting  under  way  the  next 
morning,  we  continued  on  our  course,  and  pretty  soon  made  a  bark 
standing  in  the  same  direction  with  ourselves.  It  was  our  old  friend, 
the  Agrippina,  with  her  bluff  bows,  and  stump  top-gallant  masts.  She 
had  been  all  this  time  making  her  way  hither  from  Blanquilla — a  period 
o(  nearly  four  weeks;  the  incorrigible  old  Scotch  captain  having  stopped 
on  his  way  to  refresh  his  crew,  and  do  a  little  private  trading.  How- 
ever, he  was  in  good  time,  and  so,  letting  him  off  with  a  gentle  repri- 
mand, we  ran  into  the  Areas  together,  and  anchored  at  about  5  o'clock 
in-  the  afternoon.  We  remained  at  these  little  islands  a  week,  coaling 
ship,  and  refitting  and  repainting." 

(P.  540.)  "  Having  taken  all  the  coal  out  of  the  Agrippina,  we  bal- 
lasted her  with  the  coral  rock,  which  we  found  lying  abundantly  at  our 
hands,  watered  her  from  the  Alabama,  and  gave  her  sailing  orders 
for  Liverpool.     She  was  to  report  to  Captain  Bullock  for  another  carga 
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of  coal,  to  be  delivered  at  another  rendezvous,  of  the  locality  of  which 
the  reader  will  be  informed  in  due  time." 

COALING  AND  EEPAIEING-  AT  JAMAICA,   JANUAKY,   1863. 

Having  described  other  captures,  and  the  sinking  of  the  United  States 
gun-boat  Hatteras,  he  continues,  (p.  551 :) 

"  I  determined  to  make  the  best  of  my  way  to  the  island  of  Jamaica, 
there  land  my  prisoners,  on  parole,  patch  up  the  two  or  three  shot  holes 
the  enemy  had  made  above  the  water  line,  re-coal,  and  proceed  on  my 
eastern  cruise  against  the  enemy's  commerce,  as  originally  contemplated. 
We  had  a  long  passage  to  Jamaica,  as  we  took  a  succession  of  southerly 
gales,  that  greatly  retarded  our  speed.  My  first  intention  was  to  make 
the  whole  run  under  steam,  but  after  struggling  against  these  gales  for 
three  or  four  days,  I  found  my  fuel  diminishing  so  rapidly  that  it  became 
prudent  to  let  the  fires  go  down  and  put  the  ship  under  sail.  This 
delay  was  very  vexatious,  as  our  little  ship  was  greatly  inconvenienced 
by  the  number  of  prisoners  we  had  on  board." 

Having  arrived  at  Jamaica  on  the  18th  of  January,  1863,  he  continues, 
(p.  554:) 

"  We  were  boarded  by  a  lieutenant  from  the  English  flag-ship,  im- 
mediately upon  anchoring,  and  the  news  spread  like  wild-fire  through 
all  Port  Eoyal  that  the  Alabama  had  arrived  with  the  officers  and  crew 
of  a  Federal  gun-boat,  which  she  had  sunk  in  battle,  on  board  as  pris- 
oners. JSfight  as  it  was,  we  were  soon  swarmed  with  visitors,  come  off  to 
welcome  us  to  the  port,  and  tender  their  congratulations.  The  next 
morning  1  called  on  Commodore  Dunlap,  who  commanded  a  squadron  of 
Admiral  Milne's  fleet,  and  was  the ,  commanding  naval  officer  present. 
This  was  the  first  English  port  I  had  entered  since  the  Alabama  had 
been  commissioned,  and  no  question  whatever  as  to  the  antecedents  of 
my  ship  was  raised.  I  had,  in  fact,  brought  in  pretty  substantial  cre- 
dentials that  I  was  a  ship  of  war,  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  one  of  the  enemy's  sunken  ships.  Great  Britain  had  had  the  good 
sense  not  to  listen  to  the  frantic  appeals  either  of  Mr.  Seward  or 
Minister  Adams,  both  of  whom  claimed,  as  the  reader  has  seen,  that  it 
was  her  duty  to  stultify  herself  and  ignore  the  commission  of  my  ship. 
l>ror  did  Commodore  Dunlap  say  anj'thing  to  me  of  my  destruction  of 
British  property,  or  of  the  three  ships  of  war  which  that  adept  in  inter- 
national law,  the  Commercial  Advertiser,  of  New  York,  had  asserted 
Admiral  Milne  had  sent  after  me.  These  questions,  indeed,  had  all  been 
authoritatively  settled,  I  found,  by  Earl  Eussell,  the  British  foreign 
secretary,  by  the  following  letter  to  the  Liverpool  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, which  had  applied  to  him  for  information.  It  is  copied  from  the 
New  York  World : 

" '  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Eussell  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  6th 
instant,  respecting  the  destruction  by  the  confederate  steamer  Alabama 
of  British  property  embarked  in  American  vessels  and  burned  by  that 
steamer.  Earl  Eussell  desires  me  to  state  to  you  that  British  property 
on  board  a  vessel  belonging  to  one  of  the  belligerents  must  be  subject  to 
all  the  risks  and  contingencies  of  war,  so  far  as  the  capture  of  the  vessel 
is  concerned.  The  owner  of  any  British  property,  not  being  contraband 
of  war,  on  board  a  Federal  vessel,  captured  and  destroyed  by  a  confede- 
rate vessel  of  war,  may  claim,  in  a  confederate  prize-court,  compensa- 
tion for  the  destruction  of  such  property.' 

"The  World  said  lachrymosely  of  the  above,  that  'it  was  but  one  of  a 
crowd  of  eloquent  indications  which  constantly  multiply  upon  us  to 
prove  that  Earl  Eussell,  like  Mr.  Gladstone,  whatever  his  sympathies 
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may  be,  reall^'-  regards  the  nation  of  Jefferson  Davis  as  substantially 
created,  and  looks  upon  recognition  as  simply  a  question  of  time.' 

"I  forwarded,  through  Commodore  Dunlap,  an  official  report  of  my 
arrival  to  the  governor  of  the  island,  with  a  request  to  be  permitted  to 
land  my  prisoners,  and  put  some  slight  repairs  upon  my  ship  ;  both  of 
which  requests  were  promptly  granted.  Governor  Eyre  was  then  in 
authority.  The  English  squadron  at  anchor  consisted  of  the  Jason,  the 
Challenger,  and  Greyhound.  The  most  cordial  relations  were  at  once 
established  between  the  officers  of  all  these  ships,  and  those  of  the 
Alabama.  Indeed,  many  of  them  were  our  old  acquaintances.  An 
English  friend  having  come  on  board  to  invite  me  to  pass  a  few  days 
with  him  in  the  mountains,  while  my  ship  was  being  prejiared  for  sea^ 
I  accepted  his  invitation,  and  turning  over  all  the  unfinished  business 
of  the  ship  to  Kell,  we  pulled  up  to  Kingston  in  my  gig. 

(P.  .563.)  "On  the  ;2.3th  of  January,  1803,  or  just  five  days  after  our 
arrival  at  Jamaica,  we  had  completed  all  our  preparations  for  sea,  and 
at  half-past  8  p.  m.  steamed  out  of  the  harbor  of  Port  Eoyal,  bound  to 
the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  thence  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope." 

WAITING  FOE    THE   AGRIPPINA,  APEIL,  18G3. 

Having  described  his  craise  till  the  3d  of  Ai^ril  and  the  capture  of 
the  Hatch  on  that  day,  he  continues,  (p.  594 :) 

"I  was  bound  to  the  island  of  Fernando'  de  Noronha,  that  being  the 
second  rendezvous  which  I  had  assigned  to  my  old  Scotch  collier,  the 
Agrii)pina,  and  I  resolved  to  take  the  Hatch  in  with  me  to  abide  con- 
tingencies. If  the  Agrippina  should  arrive  in  due  time,  I  could  burn 
the  Hatch ;  if  not,  the  Hatch  would  supply  her  place. 

(P.  595.)  "At  daylight  the  next  morning  we  made  the  famous  peak, 
some  forty  miles  distant,  and  at  half-past  2  p.  m.  we  came  to  anchor  in 
thirteen  fathoms  water.  The  prize,  having  been  cast  off  as  we  ran  in, 
anchored  near  us.    The  Agrippina  had  not  arrived. 

(P.  604.)  "And  now  we  were  ready  for  sea  again,  though  I  remained 
a  few  days  longer  at  my  anchors,  hoping  that  the  Agrippina  might 
arrive.     She  was  past  due,  bat  I  had  not  yet  given  up  all  hope  of  her. 

(P.  610.)  "The  22d  of  April -having  arrived,  we  gave  up  all  further 
hopes  of  the  Agrippina,  and  went  to  sea." 

AT   BAHIA. 

After  describing  events  that  happened  till  his  arrival  at  Bahia  on  the 
11th  of  May,  and  events  there,  he  continues,  (p.  018  :) 

"  On  the  morning  after  this  brilliant  entertainment,  an  officer  came 
below  to  inform  me  that  a  strange  steamer  of  war  had  entered  during 
the  night,  which,  as  yet,  had  shown  no  colors.  I  directed  our  own  col- 
ors to  be  shown  to  the  stranger,  for  the  regular  hour  for  hoisting  them 
had  not  yet  arrived,  and  the  reader  may  judge  of  our  delight  when  we 
saw  the  Confederate  States  flag  thrown  to  the  breeze,  in  reply,  by  the 
newcomer.  It  was  the  Georgia.,  Commander  Lewis  P.  Maury,  on  a 
cruise,  like  ourselves,  against  the  enemy's  commerce.  She  had  come  in 
to  meet  the  coal-ship,  the  Castor,  which  had  been  ordered  to  rendezvous 
here."* 

*  Tuesday,  12th.  Bahia.  "  The  master  of  an  English  bark  came  on  hoard  and  informed 
me  that  he  had  coal  and  provisions  for  the  confederate  steamer  Japan,  (Georgia,) 
whicli  was  to  meet  him  here  on  the  6th  instant."  Cruise  of  the  Alabama  and  Sumpter.. 
Vol.  2,  p.  137. 
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THE  CONRAD  BECOMES  THE  TUSCALOOSA,  JUNE,  1863. 

After  leaving  Bahia,  he  cruised  soutliward,  and  continues,  (p.  627  :) 
"  On  the  20th  of  June,  we  observed,  in  latitude  25°  48',  and  found  the 
weather  so  cool  as  to  compel  us  to  put  on  our  thick  coats.  On  that  day 
we  made  another  capture.  It  was  the  Conrad,  of  Philadelphia,  from 
Buenos  Ayes  for  'Sew  York,  with  a  part  of  a  cargo  of  wool.  There  were 
certificates  found  on  board  claiming  the  property  as  British,  but  as  there 
were  abundant  circumstances  in  the  res  gestae  pointing  to  American  own- 
ership, I  disregarded  the  certificates,  and  condemned  both  ship  and 
cargo  as  good  prize.  The  Conrad  being  a  tidy  little  bark,  of  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  with  good  sailing  qualities,  I  resolved  to 
commission  her  as  a  cruiser.  Three  or  four  officers  and  ten  or  a  dozen 
men  would  be  a  sufficient  crew  for  her,  and  this  small  number  I  could 
spare  from  the  Alabama,  without  putting  myself  to  material  inconveni- 
ence. Kever,  perhaps,  was  a  ship  of  war  fitted  out  so  promptly  before. 
The  Conrad  was  a  commissioned  ship,  with  armament,  crew,  and  provis- 
ions on  board,  flying  her  pennant,  and  with  sailing  orders  signed,  sealed, 
and  delivered  before  sunset  on  the  day  of  her  capture.  I  sent  Acting- 
Lieutenant  Low  on  board  to  command  her,  and  gave  him  Midshipman 
George  T.  Sinclair  as  his  first  lieutenant,  and  promoted  a  couple  of  act- 
ive and  intelligent  young  seamen  as  masters'  mates,  to  serve  with  Mr. 
Sinclair,  as  watch  officer.  Her  armament  consisted  of  the  two  12-i)ounder 
brass  rified  guns  which  we  had  captured  from  the  Yankee  mandarin,  who 
was  going  out,  as  the  reader  has  seen,  on  board  of  the  Talisman,  to  join 
the  Tfepings ;  twenty  rifles,  and  half  a  dozen  revolvers.  I  called  the 
new  cruiser  the  Tuscaloosa,  after  the  pretty  little  town  by  that  name  on 
the  Black  Warrior  Eiver,  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  It  was  meet  that  a 
child  of  the  Alabama  should  be  named  after  one  of  the  towns  of  the 
State.  The  baptismal  ceremony  was  not  very  elaborate.  When  all 
was  ready,  it  being  now  about  5  p.  m.,  at  a  concerted  signal,  the  Tusca- 
loosa ran  up  the  confederate  colors,  and  the  crew  of  the  Alabama  leaped 
into  the  rigging,  and,  taking  off  their  hats,  gave  three  hearty  cheers. 
The  cheers  were  answered  by  the  small  crew  of  the  newly-commissioned 
ship,  and  the  ceremony  was  over.  Captain  Low  had  now  only  to  fill 
away  and  make  sail  on  his  cruise.  Our  first  meeting  was  to  be  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope." 

AT   SALDANHA  BAY,  AUGUST,  1863. 

Having  described  his  entrance  into  Saldanha  Bav,  he  continues, 
(p.  640 :) 

"A  schooner  came  in  while  we  lay  here,  bringing  us  some  letters  from 
merchants  at  Cape  Town,  welcoming  us  to  the  colony,  and  offering  to 
supply  us  with  coal,  or  whatever  else  we  might  need.  I  had  left  orders 
both  at  Fernando  de  Noronha  and  Bahia  for  the  Agrippina,  if  she  should 
arrive  at  either  of  those  places  after  my  departure,  to  make  the  best  of 
her  way  to  Saldanha  Bay,  and  await  me  there.  She  should  have  pre- 
ceded me  several  weeks.  She  was  not  here,  the  old  Scotchman,  as  be- 
fore remarked,  having  played  me  false." 

THE   CAPTURE    OF   THE   SEA  BRIDE   AT   TABLE   BAY. 

After  describing  events  at  Saldanha  Bay  he  continues,  (p.  648 :) 
"On  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  August,  the  weather  being  fine,  and 
the  wind  light  from  the  south,  we  got  under  way  for  Table  Bay.    As 
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■we  were  steaming  along  the  coast,  we  fell  iu  with  our  consort,  the  Tus- 
caloosa, on  her  way  to  join  us,  at  Saldanha  Bay,  in  accordance  with  her 
instructions.  She  had  been  delayed  by  light  winds  and  calms.  She 
reported  the  capture  of  the  enemy's  ship  Santee,  from  the  East  Indies, 
laden  with  rice,  on  British  account,  and  bound  for  Falmouth,  in  England. 
She  had  released  her  on  ransom  bond.  Tlie  Tuscaloosa  being  in  want 
of  supplies,  I  directed  her  to  proceed  to  Simon  Town,  in  Simon's  Bay,  to 
the  eastward  of  the  cape,  and  there  refit  and  provide  herself  with  what- 
ever might  be  necessary.  A  little  after  mid-day,  as  we  were  hauling  in 
for  Cape  Town,  '  Sail  ho ! '  was  cried  from  aloft,  and  when  we  had 
raised  the  sail  from  the  deck,  we  could  see  quite  distinctly  that  the  jaunty, 
newly  painted  craft,  with  the  taper  spars  and  white  canvas,  was  an 
American  bark,  bound,  like  ourselves,  into  Table  Bay.  As  before 
remarked,  the  wind  was  light,  and  the  bark  was  not  making  much  head- 
way. This  was  fortunate,  for  if  there  had  been  a  brisk  breeze  blowing 
she  must  have  run  within  the  charmed  marine  league  before  we  could 
have  overhauled  her.  Hoisting  the  English  colors,  we  gave  the  Ala- 
bama all  steam  in  chase,  and  came  near  enough  to  heave  the  stranger 
to,  when  she  was  still  five  or  six  miles  from  the  land.  She  proved  to  be 
the  Sea  Bride,  of  Boston,  from  New  York,  and  bound,  with  an  assorted 
cargo  of  provisions  and  notions,  on  a  trading  voyage  along  the  eastern 
coast  of  Africa.  I  threw  a  prize  crew  on  board  of  her,  and  as  1.  could 
not  take  her  into  port  with  me,  I  directed  the  ofiicer  to  stand  off  and  on 
until  further  orders ;  repairing  to  Saldanha  Bay,  by  the  15th  of  the 
month,  in  case  he  should  be  blown  off  by  a  gale.  The  capture  of  this 
ship  caused  great  excitement  in  Cape  Town ;  it  having  been  made  within 
full  view  of  the  whole  population.  The  editor  of  a  daily  newspaper 
published  at  the  Cape,  the  Argus,  witnessed  it,  and  we  will  let  him 
describe  it.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  that  paper  of  the  date  of 
the  6th  August,  1863: 

" '  Yesterday,  at  almost  noon,  a  steamer  from  the  northward  was  made 
down  from  the  signal  post  on  Lion's  Hill.  The  governor  had,  on  the 
previous  day,  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Semmes,  informing  his 
excellency  that  the  gallant  captain  had  put  his  ship  into  Saldanha  Bay 
for  repairs.  This  letter  had  been  made  public  in  the  morning,  and  had 
caused  no  little  excitement.  Cape  Town,  that  has  been  more  than  dull — 
that  has  been  dismal  for  months,  thinking  and  talking  of  nothing  but 
bankruptcies — ^bankruptcies  fraudulent  and  bankruptcies  unavoidable — 
was  now  all  astir,  full  of  life  and  motion.  The  stoop  of  the  commercial 
exchange  was  crowded  with  merchants,  knots  of  citizens  were  collected 
at  the  corner  of  every  street;  business  was  almost,  if  not  entirely,  sus- 
pended. 

"  'AH  that  could  be  gleaned  in  addition  to  the  information  of  Captain 
Semmes's  letter  to  the  governor,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  the  United 
States  consul  iminediately  it  was  received,  was  that  the  schooner  Atlas 
had  just  returned  from  Malagas  Island,  where  she  hadbeen  with  water 
and  vegetables  for  men  collecting  guano  there.  Captain  Boyce,  the 
master  of  the  Atlas,  reported  that  he  had  himself  actually  seen  the 
Alabama ;  a  boat  from  the  steamer  had  boarded  his  vessel,  and  he  had 
been  on  board  of  her.  His  report  of  Captain  Semmes  corroborated  that 
given  by  every  one  else.  He  said  the  captain  was  most  courteous  and 
gentlemanly.  He  asked  Captain  Boyce  to  land  thirty  prisoners  for  him, 
in  Table  Bay,  with  which  request  Captain  Boyce  was  unable  to  comply. 
Captain  Semmes  said  that  the  Florida  was  also  a  short  distance  off  the 
cape,  and  that  the  Alabama,  when  she  had  completed  her  repairs,  and 
was  cleaned  and  painted,  would  pay  Table  Bay  a  visit.    He  expected  to 
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be  there,  lie  said,  very  nearly  as  soon  as  the  Atlas.  Shortly  after  the 
Atlas  arrived,  a  boat  "brought  up  some  of  the  prisoners  from  Saldanha 
Bay,  and  among  them  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama,  who  said  he  had 
left  the  ship.  All  these  waited  on  the  United  States  consul,  but  were 
unable  to  give  much  information  beyond  what  we  had  already  received. 
The  news  that  the  Alabama  was  coming  into  Table  Bay,  and  would 
probably  arrive  about  4  o'clock  this  afternoon,  added  to  the  excitement. 
About  noon  a  steamer  from  the  northwest  was  made  down  by  the  signal- 
man on  the  hill.  Could  this  be  the  Alabama  !  or  was  it  the  Hydasper 
from  India,  or  the  Lady  Jocelyn  from  England?  All  three  were  now 
hourly  expected,  and  the  city  was  in  doubt.  Just  after  1,  it  was  made 
down  "  confederate  steamer  Alabama  from  the  northwest  and  Federal 
bark  from  the  southeast."  Here  was  to  be  a  capture,  by  the  celebrated 
confederate  craft,  close  to  the  entrance  of  Table  Bay.  The  inhabitants 
rushed  off  to  get  a  sight.  Crowds  of  people  ran  up  the  Lion's  Hill,  and 
to  the  Kloof  Eoad.  All  the  cabs  were  chartered — every  one  of  them ; 
there  was  no  caviling  about  fares ;  the  cabs  were  taken,  and  no  ques- 
tions asked,  but  orders  were  given  to  drive  as  hard  as  possible. 

" '  The  bark  coming  in  from  the  southeast,  and,  as  the  signal-man 
made  down.  Jive  miles  off,  the  steamer  coming  in  from  the  northwest, 
eight  miles  off,  led  us  to  think  the  Kloof  Eoad  was  the  best  place  for  a 
full  view.  To  that  place  we  directed  our  Jehu  to  drive  furiously.  We 
did  the  first  mile  in  a  short  time,  but  the  Kloof  Hill  for  the  next  two  and  a 
half  miles  is  up-hill  work.  The  horse  jibbed,  so  we  pushed  on,  on  foot, 
as  fast  as  possible,  and  left  the  cab  to  come  on.  When  we  reached  the 
summit  we  could  only  make  out  a  steamer  on  the  horizon,  from  eighteen 
to  twenty  miles  off'.  This  could  not  be  the  Alabama,  unless  she  was 
making  off"  to  sea  again.  There  was  no  bark.  As  soon  as  our  cab 
reached  the  crown  of  the  hill,  we  set  off  at  a  break-neck  pace,  down  the 
hill,  on  past  the  round-house,  till  we  came  near  Brighton,  and  as  we 
reached  the  corner,  there  lay  the  Alabama  within  fifty  yards  of  the 
unfortunate  Yankee.  As  the  Yankee  came  around  from  the  southeast, 
and  about  five  miles  from  the  bay,  the  steamer  came  down  upon  her. 
The  Yankee  was  evidently  taken  by  surprise.  The  Alabama  fired  a 
gun,  and  brought  her  to. 

" '  When  first  we  got  sight  of  the  Alabama,  it  was  difficult  to  make 
out  what  she  was  doing.  The  bark's  head  had  been  put  about,  and  the 
Alabama  lay  off  quite  immovable,  as  if  she  were  taking  a  sight  of  the 
"  varmint."  The  weather  was  beautifully  calm  and  clear,  and  the  sea 
was  as  smooth  and  transparent  as  a  sheet  of  glass.  The  bark  was  making 
her  way  slowly  from  the  steamer,  with  every  bit  of  her  canvas  spread. 
The  Alabama,  with  her  steam  off,  appeared  to  be  letting  the  bark  get 
clear  off.  What  could  this  mean "?  I^o  one  understood.  It  must  be  the 
Alabama.  "There,"  said  the  spectators,  "is  the  confederate  flag  at  her 
peak ;  it  must  be  a  Federal  bark,  too,  for  there  are  the  stars  and  stripes 
of  the  States  flying  at  her  main."  What  could  the  Alabama  mean  lying 
there — 

"As  idly  as  a  painted  ship 
Upon  a  painted  ocean." 

What  it  meant  was  soon  seen.  Like  a  cat,  watching  and  playing  with  a 
victimized  mouse.  Captain  Semmes  permitted  his  prize  to  draw  off  a 
few  yards,  and  then  he  up  steam  again,  and  pounced  upon  her. 

" '  She  first  sailed  around  the  Yankee  from  stem  to  stern,  and  stern  to 
stem  again.  The  way  that  fine,  saucy,  rakish  craft  was  handled  was  worth 
riding  a  hundred  miles  to  see.     She  went  round  the  bark  like  a  toy,  mak- 
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ing  a  complete  circle,  and  leaving  an  even  margin  of  water  between 
herself  and  her  prize  of  not  more  than  twenty  yards.  Prom  the  hill  it 
appeared  as  if  there  was  no  water  at  all  between  tbe  two  vessels.  This 
■done  she  sent  a  boat  with  a  prize  crew  off,  took  possession  in  the  name 
of  the  Confederate  States,  and  sent  the  bark  off"  to  sea. 

"  '  The  Alabama  then  made  for  the  port.  We  came  round  the  Kloof  to 
visit  Captain  Semmes  on  board.  As  we  came,  we  found  the  heights  over- 
looking Table  Bay  covered  with  people ;  the  road  to  Green  Point  lined 
with  cabs.  The  windows  of  the  villas  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill  were  all 
thrown  up,  and  ladies  waved  their  handkerchiefs,  and  one  and  all  joined 
in  the  general  enthusiasm ;  over  the  quarries,  along  the  Malay  burying- 
ground,  the  Gallows  Hill,  and  tbe  beach,  there  were  masses  of  people — 
nothing  but  a  sea  of  heads  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  Along  Strand 
street,  and  Alderley  street,  the  roofs  of  all  the  houses,  from  whioii  Table 
Bay  is  overlooked,  were  made  available  as  standing-places  for  the  people 
who  could  not  get  boats  to  go  off  to  her.  The  central,  the  north,  the 
SQuth,  and  the  coaling  jetties  were  all  crowded.  At  the  central  jetty  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  force  one's  way  through  to  get  a  boat.  How- 
ever, all  in  good  time  we  did  get  a  boat,  and  went  off',  in  the  midst  of 
dingies,  cargo-boats,  gigs,  and  wherries,  all  as  full  as  they  could  hold. 
Nearly  all  the  city  was  upon  the  bay ;  the  rowing  clubs  in  uniform,  with 
favored  members  of  their  respective  club§  on  board.  The  crews 
feathered  their  oars  in  double-quick  time,  and  their  pulling,  our  "  stroke" 
declared,  was  a  "  caution,  and  no  mistake."  On  getting  alongside  the 
Alabama,  we  found  about  a  dozen  boats  before  us,  and  we  had  not  been 
on  board  five  minutes  before  she  was  surrounded  by  nearly  every  boat 
in  Table  Bay,  and,  as  boat  after  boat  arrived,  three  hearty  cheers  were 
given  for  Captain  Semmes  and  his  gallant  privateer.  This,  ujion  the 
part  of  a  neutral  people,  is,  perchance,  wrong ;  but  we  are  not  arguing 
a  case — we  are  recording  facts.  They  did  cheer,  and  cheer  with  a  will, 
too.  It  was  not,  perhaps,  taking  the  view  of  either  side,  Federal  or  con- 
federate, but  in  admiration  of  the  skill,  pluck,  and  daring  of  the  Ala- 
bama, her  captain,  and  her  crew,  who  afford  a  general  theme  of  admi- 
ration for  the  world  all  over. 

" '  Visitors  were  received  by  the  officers  of  the  ship  most  courteously, 
and  without  distinction,  and  the  officers  conversed  freely  and  undeserv- 
edly of  their  exploits.  There  was  nothing  like  brag  in  their  manner  of 
answering  questions  put  to  them.  They  are  as  fine  and  gentlemanly  a 
set  of  fellows  as  ever  we  saw ;  most  of  them  young  men.  The  ship  has 
been  so  frequently  described,  that  most  people  know  what  she  is  like, 
as  we  do  who  have  seen  her.  We  should  have  known  her  to  be  the 
Alabama  if  we  had  boarded  her  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean,  with  no  one 
to  introduce  us  to  each  other.  Her  guns  alone  are  worth  going  off  to 
see,  and  e\  erything  about  her  speaks  highly  of  the  seamanship  and 
discipline  of  her  commander  and  his  officers.  She  had  a  very  large 
crew,  fine,  lithe-looking  fellows,  the  very  picture  of  English  man-of-war's 
men.' 

(P.  6&2.)  "  The  editor  of  the  Argus  has  not  overdrawn  the  picture  when 
he  says  that  nearly  all  Cape  Town  was  afloat  on  the  evening  of  the  arrival 
of  the  Alabama.  The  deck  of  the  ship  was  so  crowded  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  stir  in  any  direction.  Nor  was  this  simply  a  vulgar  crowd, 
come  off  to  satisfy  mere  curiosity.  It  seemed  to  be  a  generous  out- 
pouring of  the  better  classes.  Gentlemen  and  ladies  of  distinction 
pressed  into  my  cabin  to  tender  me  a  cordial  greeting.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  cause,  their  imaginations  and  their  hearts  seemed  both 
32  A  c— VI 
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to  have  been  touclied.    I  could  not  but  be  gratified  at  such  a  demon- 
stration on  the  part  of  an  entire  people." 

AT  SIMON'S  TOWN,  AUGUST  9,  1863. 

(P.  661.)     "  On  the  9th  the  weather  had  again  become  fine. 

(Ibid.)  "  At  9  o'clock,  on  this  morning,  we  got  under  way  and  steamed 
out  of  the  harbor,  on  our  way  to  Simon's  Town.  (Ibid.)  We  were  now 
really  doubling  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

(P.  662.)  "  We  now  hauled  in  for  the  coast,  and  taking  a  pilot,  as  we 
approached  the  harbor,  anchored  at  2  p.  m.  in  Simon's  Bay.  This  is  the 
naval  station  of  the  colony,  and  we  found  here  the  frigate  Narcissus, 
wearing  the  flag  of  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Baldwin  Walker,  the  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  British  naval  forces  at  the  Cape.  We  were  visited  im- 
mediately upon  anchoring  by  a  lieutenaut  from  the  flag-ship.  The 
Tuscaloosa  had  preceded  me,  as  the  reader  has  seen,  a  few  days,  and 
we  found  her  still  here,  not  having  quite  completed  her  preparations  for 
sea. 

(P.  663.)  "We  remained  five  days  at  Simon's  Town.  We  did  not 
need  coal,  but  we  had  some  calking  of  the  bends,  and  replacing  of  copper 
about  the  water-line  to  do,  and  some  slight  repairs  to  put  upou  our 
engine.  Whilst  these  preparations  for  sea  were  going  on,  we  had  some 
very  pleasant  intercourse  ^^ith  the  ofQcers  of  the  statiou  and  the  citizens 
on  shore.  Besides  the  Karcissus,  flag-ship,  there  were  one  or  two  other 
British  ships  of  war  at  anchor.  There  were  some  officers  stationed  at 
the  navy  yard,  and  there  was  a  Chinese  gun-boat,  the  Kwan-Tung,  with 
an  English  commander  and  crew,  which  had  put  into  the  harbor  on  her 
way  to  the  East. 

"  Simon's  Town  was  thus  quite  gay.  The  governor.  Sir  Philip  Wode- 
house,  also  came  over  from  Cape  Town  during  our  stay.  Lunches  on 
board  the  different  ships,  exciirsions  on  board  the  Kwan-Tung,  and 
dinner-parties  were  the  order  of  the  day.  As  1  have  before  remarked, 
the  English  naval  officers  discarded  all  the  ridiculous  nonsense  about 
our  not  being  recognized,  and  extended  to  us  official,  as  well  as  private 
civilities.  The  admiral  was  kind  enough  to  give  me  a  dinner-party,  at 
which  the  governor  and  his  lady  and  the  principal  officers  of  his 
squadron  were  present." 

AT  AN&RA  PEQUENA,  AUGUST  28,  1863. 

(P.  664.)  "The  Tuscaloosa  went  to  sea  at  daylight  on  the  14th,  and 
we  followed  her  in  the  Alabama  the  next  day.  The  former  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  Saldauha  Bay,  and  thence  take  the  Sea  Bride  with  her  to  one  of 
the  uninhabited  harbors,  some  distance  to  the  northward,  and  the  Ala- 
bama was  to  follow  her  thither  after  a  cruise  of  a  few  days  off  the  cape. 

(P.  665.)  "At  length,  when  I  supposed  the  Tuscaloosa  and  the  Sea 
Bride  had  reached  their  destination,  I  filled  away  and  followed  them. 

(Ibid.)  "  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  August  we  sighted  the  land, 
after  having  been  delayed  by  a  dense  fog  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  afternoon  we  ran  into  the  Bay  of  Angra  Pequena  and 
anchored.  This  was  our  point  of  rendezvous.  I  found  the  Tuscaloosa 
and  the  Sea  Bride  both  at  anchor.  I  had  at  last  found  a  port  into 
which  I  could  take  a  prize.  I  was  now,  in  short,  among  the  Hottentots, 
no  civilized  nation  claiming  jurisdiction  over  the  waters  in  which  1  was 
anchored. 

"When  at  Cape  Town  an  English  merchant  had  visited  me,  and  made 
overtures  for  the  purchase  of  the  Sea  Bride  and  her  cargo.  He  was 
willing  to  run  the  risk  of  nou-coiidemnation  by  a  prize-court,  and  I 
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could  put  him  in  possession  of  the  prize,  he  said,  at  some  inlet  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  without  the  jurisdiction  of  any  civilized  power.  I  made 
the  sale  to  him.  He  was  to  repair  to  the  given  rendezvous  in  his  own 
vessel,  and  I  found  him  here,  according  to  his  agreement,  with  the  stip- 
ulated price — about  one  third  the  value  of  the  ship  and  cargo — in  good 
English  sovereigns,  which,  upon  being  counted,  were  turned  over  to  the 
paymaster  for  the  military  chest.  The  purchaser  was  then  put  in  pos- 
session of  the  prize.  1  had  made  an  arrangement  with  other  parties  for 
the  sale  of  the  wool  still  remaining  on  board  the  Tuscaloosa.  This  wool 
was  to  be  landed  at  Angra  Pequena  also,  the  purchaser  agreeing  to  ship 
it  to  Europe,  and  credit  the  Confederate  States  with  two-thirds  of  the 
proceeds. 

(P.  667.)  "  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Low,  the  commander  of  the  Tuscaloosa, 
as  soon  as  he  could  land  his  cargo,  to  ballast  his  ship  with  the  I'ock  which 
abounded  on  every  hand,  and  proceed  on  a  cruise  to  the  coast  of  Brazil. 
Sufficient  time  had  now  elapsed,  I  thought,  for  the  ships  of  war  of  the 
enemy  which  had  been  sent  to  that  coast  in  pursuit  of  me  to  be  coming 
in  the  direction  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Lieutenant  Low  would, 
therefore,  in  all  probability,  have  a  clear  iield  before  him. 

"Having  nothing  further  to  detain  me  in  the  Alabama,  I  got  under 
way  on  my  return  to  Simon's  Town,  intending  to  fill  up  with  coal  and 
proceed  thence  to  the  East  Indies,  in  compliance  with  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Secretary  Mallory. 

"The  Tuscaloosa,  after  cruising  the  requisite  time  on  the  coast  of 
Brazil,  was  to  return  to  the  (Jape  to  meet  me  on  my  return  from  the  East 
Indies. 

"  When  I  reached  the  highway  off  the  Cape  again  I  held  myself  there 
for  several  days,  cruising  off  and  on,  and  sighting  the  land  occasionally 
to  see  if  perchance  I  could  pick  up  an  American  ship.  But  we  had  no 
better  success  than  before.  The  wary  masters  of  these  ships,  if  there 
were  any  passing,  gave  the  Cape  a  wide  berth,  and  sought  their  way 
home  by  the  most  unfrequented  jjaths,  illustrating  the  old  adage  that 
'  the  ferthest  way  round  is  the  shortest  way  home.'  Impatient  of  further 
delay  without  results,  on  Wednesday,  the  I6th  of  September,  I  got  up 
steam  and  ran  into  Simon's  Bay." 

OOALING-  AND   REPAIRING  AT   SIMON'S  BAY,   SEPTEMBER   16,  1863. 

(P.  669.)  "  I  was  obliged  to  order  coal  for  the  Alabama  around  from  Cape 
Town ;  and  as  the  operation  of  coaling  and  making  the  necessarj'  repairs 
would  detain  me  several  days,  and  as  I  was,  besides,  bound  on  a  long 
voyage,  1  yielded  to  the  petitions  of  my  crew  and  permitted  them  to  go 
on  liberty  again.  The  officers  of  the  station  were  as  courteous  to  us  as 
before,  and  I  renewed  my  very  pleasant  intercourse  with  the  admiral's 
family. 

(P.  670.)  "In  the  course  of  five  or  six  days,  by  the  exercise  of  great 
diligence,  we  were  again  ready  for  sea.  But  unfortunately  all  my  crew 
were  not  yet  on  board.  My  rascals  had  behaved  worse  than  usual  on 
this  last  \isit  to  Cape  Town. 

(Ibid.)  "  As  many  as  fourteen  had  deserted ;  enough  to  cripple  my 
crew,  and  that,  too,  with  an  enemy's  ship  of  su[ierior  force  on  the  coast. 
What  was  to  be  done "?  Luckily  there  was  a  remedy  at  hand.  A  sailor 
landlord,  one  of  tho^e  Shylocks  who  coin  Jack's  tlesh  andblood  into  gold, 
hearing  of  the  distress  of  the  Alabama,  came  off  to  tell  me  that  all  his 
boarders,  eleven  in  number,  had  volunteered  to  supply  the  place  ot  my 
deserters.  This  seemed  like  a  fair  exchange.  It  was  but  swapping 
horses,  as  the  sainted  Abraham  would  have  said  if  he  had  been  in  my 
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place,  only  I  was  giving  a  little  boot — fourteen  well-fed,  well-clothed 
fellows,  for  eleven  ragged,  whisky-fllled  vagabonds. 

(P.  671.)  "  The  passengers  were  already  alongside,  and  being  sent  down 
to  the  surgeon,  were  examined  and  passed  as  sound  and  able-bodied 
men. 

(P.  672.)  "  It  was  now  9  o'clock  at  night. 

(P.  673.)  "At  three  a.  m.  we  cleared  the  cape,  and  keeping  the  ship 
off  a  tew  points,  gave  her  the  trysails,  with  the  bonnets  oft"." 

AT    SINGAPORE,  DECEMBER,  1864. 

Having  described  his  cruise  till  his  arrival  at  Singapore,  in  December, 
1864,  he  continues,  (p.  708  :) 

"A  very  gratifying  spectacle  met  our  eyes  at  Singapore.  There  were 
twenty -two  American  ships  there — large  Indiamen — almost  all  of  which 
were  dismantled  and  laid  up.  The  burning  of  our  first  ship  in  these 
seas — the  Amanda — oft'  the  strait  of  Sunda,  had  sent  a  thrill  of  terror 
throiigh  all  the  Yankee  shipping,  far  and  near,  and  it  had  hastened  to 
port,  to  get  out  of  harm's  way.  We  had  recent  news  here  from  all  parts 
of  the  China  seas,  by  vessels  passing  constantly  through  the  strait  of 
Malacca,  and  touching  at  Singapore  for  orders  or  refreshments.  There 
were  two  American  ships  laid  up  in  Bankok,  in  Siam ;  one  or  two  at 
Canton ;  two  or  three  at  Shanghai ;  one  at  the  Philippine  Islands,  and 
one  or  two  more  in  Japanese  waters.  These,  besides  the  twenty-two 
ships  laid  up  in  Singapore,  comprised  all  of  the  enemy's  once  numerous 
Chinese  fleet.  ISTo  ship  could  get  a  freight,  and  the  commerce  of  the  en- 
emy was  as  dead,  for  the  time  being,  as  if  every  ship  belonging  to  him 
had  been  destroyed.  We  had  here  the  key  to  the  mystery  that  the  Ala- 
bama had  encountered  no  American  ship  in  the  China  Sea  since  she  had 
burned  the  Contest.  The  birds  had  all  taken  to  cover,  and  there  was 
no  such  thing  as  flushing  them.  This  state  of  things  decided  my  future 
course.  I  had  at  first  thought  of  running  up  the  China  Sea  as  far  as 
Shanghai,  but  if  there  were  no  more  than  half  a  dozen  of  the  enemj^'s 
ships  to  be  found  in  that  part  of  the  sea,  and  these  had  all  fled  to  neu- 
tral ports  foi'  protection,  cui  bono  f  It  would  be  far  better  to  return  to 
the  western  hemisphere,  where  the  enemy  still  had  some  commerce  left. 
Indeed,  my  best  chance  of  picking  up  these  very  ships  that  were  now 
anchored  under  my  guns  at  Singapore,  and  disconsolate  for  want  of 
something  to  do,  would  be  to  waylay  them  on  their  homeward  voyages. 
They  would  not  venture  out  in  a  close  sea,  like  that  of  China,  so  long  as 
I  remained  in  it.  After  I  should  have  departed,  and  they  had  recovered 
somewhat  from  their  panic,  they  might  pick  up  partial  cargoes,  at  re- 
duced rates,  and  once  more  spread  their  wings  for  flight. 

(P.  710.)  "  We  were  received  with  great  cordiality  by  the  people  of 
Singapore,  and,  as  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  much  curiosity  was  man- 
ifested to  see  the  ship.  After  she  had  hauled  alongside  of  the  coaling 
wharf,  crowds  gathered  to  look  curiously  upon  her,  and  compare  her  ap- 
pearance with  what  they  had  read  of  her. 

(i:".  714.)  "The  governor  of  Singapore  was  a  colonel  in  the  British 
army.  He  had  a  small  garrison  of  troops,  no  more,  I  believe,  than  a 
couple  of  companies,  to  police  this  large  population.  I  sent  an  officer,  as 
usual,  to  call  on  him  and  acquaint  him  with  my  wants  and  intention  as  to 
time  of  stay.  Mr.  Beaver,  of  the  firm  of  Cumming,  Beaver  &  Co.,  a 
clever  English  merchant,  came  on  board,  and  offered  to  facilitate  us  all 
in  his  power,  in  the  M'ay  of  procuring  supplies.    I  accepted  his  kind  offer, 
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and  put  hiin  in  communication  witti  the  paymaster,  and  the  next  day- 
rode  out  and  dined,  and  spent  a  night  with  him  at  his  country  seat. 

(Ibid.)  "  Oa  my  return  to  the  city  next  day,  I  lunched,  by  invitation, 
at  the  officers'  mess. 

(P.  715.)  "  When  I  returned  to  the  ship,  in  the  evening,  I  found  that 
Kell  and  Gait  had  made  such  good  use  of  their  time  that  everything 
was  on  board,  and  we  should  be  ready  for  sea  on  the  morrow.  Our  coaling 
had  occupied  us  but  ten  hours,  so  admirable  are  the  arrangements  of 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steamship  Company,  at  whose  wharf  we 
had  coaled.  A  pilot  was  engaged,  and  all  the  preparations  made  for  an 
early  start.  There  was  nothing  more  to  be  done,  except  to  arrange  a 
little  settlement  between  the  Queen  and  myself,  similar  to  the  one  which 
had  taken  place  at  the  Cape  of  G-ood  Hope.  As  we  were  obliged  to  lie 
alongside  of  the  wharf,  for  the  convenience  of  coaling,  it  had  been 
found  impossible,  iu  the  great  press  and  throng  of  the  people  who  were 
still  anxious  to  get  a  sight  of  my  black  giants,  to  pi'event  the  sailors 
from  having  grog  smuggled  to  them.  When  an  old  salt  once  gets  a 
taste  of  the  forbidden  nectar,  he  is  gone ;  he  has  no  more  power  of 
resistance  than  a  child.  The  consequence  on  the  present  occasion  was 
that  a  number  of  my  fellows  "  left "  on  a  frolic.  We  tracked  most  of  them 
up  during  the  night,  and  arrested  them  without  asking  any  aid  of  the 
police  this  time,  and  brought  them  on  board.  One  of  the  boozy  fellows 
dived  under  the  wharf,  and  played  mud-turtle  for  some  time,  but  we 
finally  fished  him  out.  When  we  came  to  call  the  roll,  there  were  half  a 
dozen  still  missing.  A  number  of  applications  had  been  made  to  us  by 
sailors  who  wanted  to  enlist,  but  we  had  hitherto  resisted  them  all.  We 
were  full,  and  desired  no  more.  Now,  however,  the  case  was  altered, 
and  the  api)lication  being  renewed  after  the  deserters  had  run  off — for 
sailors  are  a  sort  of  Freemasons,  and  soon  learn  what  is  going  on  among 
their  craft — we  permitted  half  a  dozen  picked  fellows  to  come  on  board, 
to  be  shipped  as  soon  as  we  should  get  out  into  the  strait. 

(P.  736.)  "  Leaving  the  channel,  and  pursuing  our  way  toward  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  we  sounded  on  the  Agulhas  Bank  on  tlie  7th  of 
March — our  latitude  being  35°  10',  and  longitude  24°  08'. 

(P.  737.)  "Arriving  on  our  old  cruising  ground  off  the  pitch  of  the 
Cape,  we  held  ourselves  here  a  few  days,  overhauling  the  various  ships 
that  passed.  But  American  commerce,  which,  as  the  reader  has  seen,  had 
fled  this  beaten  track  before  we  left  for  the  East  Indies,  had  not  returned 
to  it.  The  few  ships  of  the  enemy  that  passed  still  gave  the  Cape  a  wide 
berth,  and  winged  their  flight  homeward  over  the  byways  instead  of  the 
highways  of  the  ocean.  We  found  the  coast  clear  again  of  the  enemy's 
cruisers." 

AT  CAPE  TOWN,  MAECn,  18G4. 

"  Finding  that  it  was  useless  for  tis  to  cruise  longer  off  the  Cape,  we 
ran  into  Cape  Town  and  came  to  anchor  at  half  past  1  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  20th  of  March.  We  had  gone  to  sea  from  Simon's  Town,  on  our 
way  to  the  East  Indies,  on  the  24th  of  the  preceding  September ;  our 
cruise  had  thus  lasted  within  a  day  or  two  ot  six  months. 

(P.  738.)  "After  our  long  absence  in  the  East  Indies,  we  felt  like 
returning  home  when  we  ran  into  Table  Bay.  Familiar  faces  greeted 
us,  and  the  same  welcome  was  extended  to  us  as  upon  our  first  visit. 

(P.  744.)  "  We  entered  Table  Bay  on  the  20th  of  March,  and  on  the 
next  day  we  had  the  usual  equinoctial  gale. 

(Ibid.)  "  The  gale  having  moderated  the  next  day,  lighters  came  along- 
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side,  and  we  began  coaling  and  receiving  such  supplies  of  provisions  as  we 
needed.  Visitors  again  thronged  on  board,  and  the  energies  and  address 
of  Bartelli  were  freshly  taxed.  For  a  phlegmatic,  impassible  people, 
the  English  are,  perhaps,  the  greatest  sight-seekers  in  the  world ;  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  being,  as  before  remarked,  a  relay  station  on  the 
principal  highway  of  travel,  is  always  iilled  with  new-comers.  Military 
and  naval  otticers,  governors,  judges,  superintendents  of  boards  of  trade, 
attorney  generals,  all  on  their  ^ay  to  their  missions  in  the  far  East, 
came  to  see  the  Alabama.  Though  we  were  sometimes  incommoded  by 
the  crowd  in  the  midst  of  our  coaling  and  provisioning  ship,  scraping 
masts  and  tarring  down  rirging,  we  received  everybody  politely  and 
answered  patiently  their  curious  questions. 

(P.  745.)  "  In  three  days  we  were  ready  for  sea.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  25th  we  got  up  steam  and  moved  out  of  Table  Bay  for  the  last 
time,  amid  lusty  cheers  and  the  waving  of  handkerchiefs  from  the 
fleet  of  boats  by  which  we  were  surrounded.  As  we  were  going  out,  it 
so  happened  that  a  Yankee  steamer  was  coming  in.  The  Quang  Tung, 
a  fast  steamer  recently  built  for  the  China  trade,  and  now  on  her  way 
to  the  Flowery  Land,  not  dreaming  that  the  Alabama  was  at  the  Cape, 
had  made  Table  Mountain  that  morning,  and  now  came  steaming  into 
the  harbor.  Both  ships  being  within  the  marine  league,  we  could  not 
touch  her,  which  was  a  sore  trial,  for  the  Quang  Tupg  was  a  beauty,  and 
passed  so  close  under  our  gu)is  that  the  confederate  and  United  States 
flags  nearly  touched  each  other ;  the  crews  of  the  two  ships  looking  on 
in  silence.  Half  an  hour  more,  and  the  capture  of  the  Sea  Bride  would 
have  been  repeated,  to  the  gratification  of  our  many  friends  at  the  Cape. 
Beaching  the  offing,  we  permitted  our  fires  to  go  down,  and  put  the 
ship,  as  usual,  under  sail.  My  intention  now  was  to  make  the  best  of 
my  way  to  England  or  France,  for  the  purpose  of  docking  and  thoroughly 
overhauling  ancj,  repairing  my  ship,  in  accordance  with  my  previously 
expressed  design." 
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Mr.  Underwood  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ifo.  9.]         .         United  States  Consulate, 

Glasgow,  January  16,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  activity  of  the  confederates  in  this  city  has  not  abated  since 
I  addressed  you  before  on  this  subject. 

About  the  10th  instant  there  was  a  public  launch  of  a  rebel  steamer  at 
Dumbarton,  a  few  miles  below  this,  on  the  (Jlyde.  A  Miss  North, 
daughter  of  a  Captain  North,  of  one  of  the  Confederate  States,  oflSci- 
ated  as  prieste.ss  on  the  occasion,  and  christened  the  craft  Virginia. 
This  vessel  is  in  rapid  progress  of  completion,  and  expects  to  be  ready 
for  the  sea  in  a  few  weeks. 
God  save  the  commonwealth  ! 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  UNDEEWOOD. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  the  London  Daily  News,  February  12,  1863.] 
BEITISH  AID  TO  THE  CONFEDEEATES. 

To  the  Bight  Honorable  Viscount  Palmerston : 

Mt  Loud  :  The  vrriter  deems  no  apology  necessary  for  this  direct 
address  to  your  lordship  through  the  medium  of  a  newspaper.  The 
subject  of  Ms  communication  is  of  national  importance.  He  is  a  citizen — 
you  a  prime  minister ;  hence  on  the  one  side,  the  privilege  of  public 
appeal ;  on  the  other,  the  official  obligation  to  give  ear. 

A  sanguinary  war  is  being  waged  between  the  northern  and  the 
southern  sections  of  the  American  Union.  On  the  part  of  the  North, 
a  struggle  for  the  integrity  of  a  government  has  developed  into  a  contest 
for  free  institutions  and  the  abolition  of  slavery ;  on  that  of  the  South 
it  is,  and  has  been  from  the  outset,  a  rebellion  of  man-stealers  and  man- 
sellers,  for  the  avowed  object  of  establishing  the  supremacy  of  the  most 
formidable  system  of  despotism,  as  it  is  the  vilest  which  has  ever  scourged 
mankind.  Europe  looks  on  appalled  at  the  aM'ful  sacrifice  of  human 
life  this  unprovoked  war  has  caused,  and  contemplates,  with  bleeding 
heart,  the  sufferings  and  the  misery  it  has  been  the  means  of  inflicting 
upon  tens  of  thousands  of  our  fellow-creatures.  On  every  side  is  heard 
the  fervent  wish  that  the  desperate  conflict  may  speedily  cease.  The 
sympathy  of  the  people  of  this  country  is  unquestionably  with  those 
who  are  fighting  for  freedom.     Unhappily,  that  of  a  large  proportion 
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of  their  rulers,  and  of  the  most  influential  section  of  the  press,  is  openly 
given  to  the  slaveholders'  confederacy.  The  government,  indeed,  pro- 
fesses a  policy  of  non-interference ;  but  such  a  profession  is  neutralized 
by  the  moral  support  which  the  noble  lord  the  secretary  for  foreign 
affairs  lends  to  the  rebellion,  when,  in  his  place  in  Parliament,  he  ex- 
presses the  view  that  "  the  subjugation  of  the  South  by  the  North  would 
be  a  great  calamity."  Neutrality  in  this  form  is  an  empty  name;  in 
connection  with  a  class  of  facts  which  it  is  the  purpose  of  this  letter  to 
disclose,  it  becomes  sheer  hypocrisy. 

The  otficial  correspondence  relating  to  the  pirate  steamer  290,  alias 
the  Alabama,  leaves  the  government  with  unclean  hands.  It  is  difficult 
to  believe  she  might  not  have  been  prevented  from  leaving  Liverpool. 
The  consequences  of  the  suspicious  delay  in  the  transmission  of  the 
telegram  announcing  her  departure  two  hours  after  she  had  sailed  may 
yet  fall  upon  British  tax-payers,  in  the  form  of  a  demand  for  the 
sum  total  of  her  depredations  on  the  high  seas.  Never  were  the- pro- 
verbial delays  of  the  law  more  unfortunately  illustrated  than  in  licr  case,, 
and  that  of  her  sister  pirate,  the  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida.  The 
only  excirse  alleged  for  non-interference  with  these  confederate  corsairs 
is  ignorance — that  is,  the  absence  of  evidence — of  their  character  and 
destination.  Yet  were  both  so  far  from  being  secret  that  they  formed 
a  common  topic  of  conversation  in  the  commercial  circular  of  Liverpool, 
and  Mr.  Dudley,  the  United  States  consul  for  that  city,  left  the  cxistoms 
authorities  in  no  doubt  upon  the  subject.  At  the  best  therefore  the  plea 
of  ignorance  is  equivocal.  Under  such  circumstances  ignorance  is  un- 
pardonable ;  it  is  connivance,  and  connivance  is  crime. 

Have  the  Oreto  and  the  290  any  kindred?  Let  facts  answer  that 
question;  and  do  you,  my  lord,  perform  your  duty  as  the  first  iiublic 
servant  of  the  realm. 

Does  anybody  outside  of  a  lunatic  asylum  believe  that  the  Emperor 
of  China  is  in  immediate  want  of  a  fleet  of  war  steamers?  Will  the 
noble  lord  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  hazard  an  opinion  upon  this 
point?  Will  the  honorable  member  for  Birkenhead  afford  the  public  the 
benefit  of  his  experience!  Who  should  know  if  he  do  not?  If  report 
speaks  trutli,  his  Celestial  Majesty  is  a  profitable  customer  of  his.  On 
the  premises  belonging  to  the  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  in  a  covered 
shed  or  "annexe "to  the  main  yard,  two  powerful  war  steamers  are  in 
course  of  construction  "  for  the  Emperor  of  China."  Their  burden  is 
about  2,200  tons.  They  are  of  the  ram  class,  are  partially  iron-plated, 
and  measure,  say,  200  feet  long  by  36  beam  and  18  feet  deep.  Their 
engines,  now  nearly  ready,  are  ranked  nominally  at  300  horse-power, 
but  each  will  work  up  to  a  thousand,  which  will  give  them  a  very  high 
rate  of  speed. 

In  the  main  yard  of  the  same  premises  another  steam  ram  is  being 
built,  also  "for  the  Emperor  of  China"  Her  length  is  about  150  feet, 
by  28  feet  beam,  and  depth  from  16  to  18  feet.  She  is  to  be  partially 
iron-plated,  like  the  two  others  in  the  annexe,  and  the  three  are  expected 
to  be  ready  for  sea  in  two  mouths  from  the  present  time,  perhaps  sooner. 
Captain  Bullock,  who  commanded  the  290,  is  daily  in  attendance  super- 
intending their  progress.  Does  this  gentleman  hold  his  commission 
from  his  Celestial  Majesty  or  from  Jefferson  Davis? 

In  the  yard  of  Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  &  Son,  Liverpool,  there  is  nearly 
completed  a  wooden  screw-propelled  vessel,  of  about  450  to  500  tons. 
She  has  been  constructed  upon  the  plan  of  the  American  coasters,  being 
nearly  flat-bottomed.  She  is  built  for  fast  sailing  under  canvas,  and 
under  steam  is  expected  to  run  fifteen  knots  an  hour.     She  is  to  be 
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armed  with  9-pounder  guns,  and  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  sea  in  the 
course  of  four  weeks.  It  is  commonly  reported  that  she  belongs  to  the 
confederates. 

Messrs.  Lawrence  &  Son's  yard  is  the  highest  up  the  Mersey.  A 
large  screw  steamer  is  being  built  there  "  for  tlie  Emperor  of  China." 

Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  the  "  depositaries,"  as 
they  are  styled,  of  the  confederate  government,  have  contracted  for  a 
large  vessel  of  3,000  tons,  which  is  to  be  built  at  Stockton. 

Messrs.  Thompson  Brothers  are  building,  on  the  Clyde,  a  powerful 
armor-clad  steam-ram  "for  the  Emperor  of  Cliina,"  to  be  ready  for  sea 
on  the  9th  of  April  next.  She  is  about  250  feet  long,  by  45  beam,  and 
35  in  depth.  Her  armor  plates  are  from  4^  to  5  inches  thick.  Her  en- 
gines will  be  of  600  horse-power  each. 

Mr.  Peter  Denny,  of  Dumbarton,  has  constructed  two  fine  screw  steam- 
ers. They  are  lying  in  the  Clyde.  Report  of  a  somewhat  authentic 
kind  says  one  of  them  is  partly  owned  by  "  the  Chinese,"  and  partly  by 
individuals  at  Nassau,  New  Providence.  It  is  publicly  announced  that 
she  is  soon  to  be  employed  on  the  line  between  Nassau  and  Charleston. . 
Her  name  is  the  Virginia.  The  term  "  Chinese"  is  in  general  use  in  the 
building-yards  of  the  Clyde  and  the  Mersey,  to  designate  the  confeder- 
ates, and  the  "Emperor  of  China"  has  no  other  signification,  in  this 
connection,  than  to  personify  Jefferson  Davis.  The  "Chinese"  have 
been  striving  very  hard  to  purchase  the  sister-vessel  to  the  Virginia, 
through  one  of  their  agents  in  Liverpool,  bat  Mr.  Denny  built  and  lost 
the  Memphis,  and  he  requires  the  "  Celestials"  to  pay  cash  down  before 
he  parts  with  his  property. 

The  Messrs.  Scott,  of  Greenock,  are  completing  a  very  fine  iron  screw 
steamer,  which  is  alleged  to  be  intended  for  the  trade  between  Charles- 
ton and  Savannah. 

Two  weeks  ago,  a  fine  vessel  of  the  same  class  as  the  Virginia  was 
launched  from  Messrs.  Blackwoods'  yard,  at  Port  Glasgow,  and  com- 
mon report  says  she  is  intended  for  "  the  Chinese." 

Upward  of  fifty  steam  vessels,  of  various  descriptions,  in  different 
stages  of  comideteness,  might  be  enumerated  in  this  "  Chinese"  cate- 
gory. The  7th  section  of  the  59th  Geo.  III.,  cap.  69,  prohibits,  under 
a  penalty  of  fine  and  imprisonment,  with  forfeiture  of  the  property,  the 
equipment,  furnishing,  fitting  out,  or  arming  of  any  vessel  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  any  foreign  prince,  state,  or  potentate,  with 
intent  to  commit  hostilities  against  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  any  prince 
or  state  "  with  whom  His  Majesty  shall  not  then  be  at  war."  Do  not 
the  facts  herein  submitted,  niy  lord,  warrant  an  immediate  and  a  search- 
ing investigation  into  the  nature  of  these  transactions  for  the  "  Chi- 
nese f 

The  slaveholders'  conspiracy  is  largely,  nay  mainly,  indebted  for  its 
success  up  to  the  i)resent  time  to  the  material  aid  which  has  been 
extended  to  it  by  British  capitalists.  Two  years  before  it  broke  out 
their  cooperation  had  been  secured  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
highest  diplomatic  agents  of  the  United  States  then  in  this  country. 
Large  advances  were  promised  upon  mortgages  of  enormous  quantities 
of  cotton,  tobacco,  and  rice  ;  nor  was  the  fact  concealed  by  the  demo- 
cratic party  that  in  the  event  of  secession  and  war  almost  any  amount 
of  pecuniary  aid  would  be  procured  from  this  quarter.  These  powerful 
combinations  in  support  of  the  slaveholders'  conspiracy  comprised  the 
monetary,  shipping,  and  mercantile  interests.  As  much  as  £16,000, 
and  even  £20,000,  have  since  been  subscribed  by  individual  members  of 
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these  associations ;  and  in  one  instance  a  sum  of  £5,000,000  sterling  can 
be  directly  traced  as  the  financial  result  of  a  single  operation,  l^ot 
many  days  ago  lists  were  exhibited  by  a  confederate  agent  in  which  fig- 
ured the  names  of  Manchester  men  in  high  standing  for  large  sums 
which  they  had  just  recently  subscribed  in  aid  of  the  confederates. 

Another  of  these  emissaries  is  now  in  this  country,  whose  name  can 
be  furnished  if  needful.  He  is  duly  accredited  by  Jefferson  Davis,  and 
his  credentials  are  indorsed  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  diplomatic  though  ofli- 
cially  unrecognized  envoy  of  the  Confederate  States.  His  object  is  to 
negotiate  a  loan  for  the  confederacy  of  slaveholders,  and  to  conclude 
arrangements  for  the  supply  to  them  of  all  kinds  of  commodities,  espe- 
cially munitions  of  war.  The  factors  who  have  agreed  to  carry  out  these 
arrangements  are  accountants,  men  of  standing  in  the  city  of  London. 
Their  contract  is  signed  and  sealed  by  Jefferson  Davis,  and  indorsed 
by  Mr.  Mason.  The  conditions  of  the  contract  are  as  follows :  Parties 
undertaking  to  run  the  blockade  with  vessels  laden  with  material  and 
munitions  of  war  are  guaranteed  cargoes  of  cotton  in  exchange,  at  seven 
cents  a  pound,  for  the  value  (greatly  exaggerated)  of  the  ship  and 
cargo.  They  also  receive  confederate  bonds  to  cover  the  amount.  These 
vessels,  chiefly  steamers  of  light  draught,  are  insured  at  high-risk  pre- 
miums— say,  40,  50,  60 — at  Lloyd's.  If  they  run  the  blockade  out  and 
home,  the  enormous  profits  on  the  sale  of  the  cotton  are  an  ample 
remuneration  for  the  venture,  and  the  bonds  are  canceled.  If  they  are 
captured,  the  bonds,  bearing  a  high  rate  of  interest,  are  retained  as 
security.  The  option  is  given  to  the  owners  of  selling  their  ships  to  the 
confederate  government — such  of  them  as  reach  their  destination  and 
do  not  care  to  risk  a  return  voyage — and  they  go  to  form  the  nucleus  of 
a  navy.  Thus  British  capital,  and  it  alone,  furnishes  the  confederacy 
with  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  tlie  large  number  of  vessels  engaged, 
and  of  the  vast  capital  risked  in  this  contraband  trade,  from  the  fact  that 
the  Federal  cruisers  have  captured  nearly  600,  chiefly  British,  while 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade,  and  confiscated  property  to  the  amount 
of  £8,000,000  sterling.  So  great,  however,  are  the  profits  arising  from 
this  traflSc  that  it  is  daily  increasing. 

In  another  letter  some  details  will  be  given  relating  to  the  cargoes 
these  vessels  convey.  There  is  no  concealment.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Sunderland  may  be  appealed  to  in  support  of  this  assertion. 
Four  of  his  vessels,  the  Eeschid,  the  Flora,  the  Lloyds,  and  the  Princess 
Royal,  which  cleared  out  for  neutral  ports,  have  run  the  blockade.  Two 
others,  entered  in  the  name  of  one  of  his  employes,  namely,  the  Calypso 
and  the  Granite  City,  are  fitting  out,  or  were  so  quite  recently,  on  a 
similar  errand,  and  the  Flora  is  also  preparing  for  another  venture. 

The  proofs  exist,  my  lord,  that  this  contraband  trafQc  in  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  is  openly  carried  on  by  the  aid  of  British  capital, 
under  the  British  flag,  by  Britrsh  seamen,  and  in  British  vessels,  to  sus- 
tain a  confederacy  and  a  rebellion  of  slaveholders,  which,  without  such 
aid,  could  not  maintain  itself.  It  is  carried  on  to  blockaded  ports  recog- 
nized as  such  by  the  British  government,  and  is,  therefore,  a  violation 
of  the  Queen's  proclamation  of  the  59th  Geo.  Ill,  and  of  international 
law.  Such  transactions  lower  the  character  of  the  British  merchant, 
dishonor  the  nation,  engender  unfriendly  feelings  between  the  American 
and  the  British  people,  and  jeopardize  the  amicable  relations  of  their 
respective  governments.  The  administration  cannot  learn  these  facts 
and  remain  quiescent.    It  must  either  act  or  lie  under  the  charge  of 
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•willfully  abetting  tlie  violation  of  that  neutrality  the  strict  observance 
of  which  has  been  so  strongly  enjoined  upon  all  the  Queen's  subjects. 
I  am,  &c., 

ANONYMOUS. 
New-inn,  W.  C,  February  11. 


[From  the  London  Daily  News,  February  17,  1863.] 
BRITISH  AID  TO  THE  CONFEDEEATES. 

To  the  liiglit  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston  : 

My  Lord  :  The  neutrality  of  Her  Majesty's  government  in  the  con- 
test between  the  United  States  and  the  slaveholders'  confederacy  is 
either  a  reality  or  a  mere  profession.  If  the  former,  it  should  be  thor- 
ough, and  be  honestly  carried  out.  How  far  it  is  one  or  the  other,  facts 
must  determine.  In  the  majority  of  criminal  cases  proof  of  guilt  de- 
pends chiefly  upon  circumstantial  evidence.  In  the  absence  of  direct 
testimony,  and  if  only  reasonably  conclusive,  it  is  held  sufficient  to  es- 
tablish culpability.  Let  the  same  law  be  applied  in  the  present  case ; 
the  verdict  will  not  be  doubtful. 

Numbers  of  vessels  laden  with  material  and  munitions  of  war  con- 
stantly leave  the  chief  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom,  notably  London, 
Liverpool,  Bristol,  Hull,  Glasgow,  and  Belfast.  They  clear  outward 
for  neutral  ports,  but  many  of  them  are  again  heard  of  as  having  been 
captured  by  Federal  cruisers  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade,  or  as 
having  succeeded  in  doing  so. 

A  few  cases  for  the  year  1862  are  submitted,  all  from  the  port  of 
London : 

On  the  29th  of  January  the  steamer  Economist,  Captain  Bardge, 
cleared  outward  for  Melbourne.  Her  broker  was  W.  S.  Hotchkin, 
The  chief  shippers  of  her  cargo  were  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.,  and  G. 
Spellman.  Besides  a  miscellaneous  assortment  of  articles  suitable  only 
for  an  army  engaged  in  active  warfare,  she  took  out  330  pistols,  500 
cases  ball  cartridges,  1,000,000  percussion  caps,  2,980  muskets,  12,440 
rifles,  and  30,000  pounds  gunpowder.  She  ran  the  blockade,  and  has 
since  done  so  again.     She  is  now  called  the  Boneta. 

On  the  8th  February  cleared  out  for  Nassau  the  steamer  Southwick, 
Captain  Stark ;  brokers,  Messrs.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co. ;  chief  shippers, 
Messrs.  Moreton  &  Co.,  Campbell  &  Co.,  Bumsted  &  Co.,  G.  Spellman, 
Vavasseur,  and  W.  Eoberts.  Her  miscellaneous  cargo  also  consisted 
of  articles  for  an  army  on  active  service,  and  the  same  fact  is  common 
to  all  the  other  vessels  mentioned  in  the  present  category.  Besides 
these  goods  she  conveyed  away  2  cases  swords,  6  cannon,  680  muskets, 
2,800  cast-iron  shells  and  60  cases  of  the  same,  19,940  rifles,  9,000,000 
percussion  caps,  and  104,600  pounds  of  gunpowder.  She  dropped  down 
to  Greeuhithe,  and  there  took  on  board  her  powder  and  rifles. 

On  the  23d  May  the  steamer  Merrimac,  537  tons,  Captain  Bamsay, 
owners,  C.  Z.  Pearson  &  Co.,  of  Hull,  cleared  out  for  Tampico  and  Ber- 
muda. Chief  shippers,  J.  G.  Baskerville  and  S.  D.  Chippingdale.  Her 
war  cargo  consisted  of  280  rifles,  713  cases  and  33  boxes  of  shell,  I  pack- 
age of  percussion  fusees,  three  170-pounder  cannon,  four  18-pounders, 
and  one  18-pounder  rifled.  She  is  reported  to  have  taken  on  board  at 
Greeuhithe  a  large  quantity  of  gunpowder. 
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On  the  28tli  July  cleared  out  for  Demerara  the  steamer  Agrippina, 
275  tons;  McQueen,  master;  A.  W.  Fitch,  broker;  chief  shippers,  Messrs. 
J.  W.  Baldwin  and  S.  J.  Oampbell  &  Co.  This  vessel  took  away  160 
pistols,  1  case  cutlasses,  26  cannon  with  their  carriages,  120  rifles  with 
bayonets,  128  cases  of  the  same  weapon,  15,000  and  1  case  of  cartridges, 
20,000  percussion  caps,  and  10,080  pounds  gunpowder.  She  went  out 
direct  to  Terceira,  and  there  transshipped  her  cargo  on  board  the  290, 
alias  the  Alabama. 

On  the  6th  of  August  the  Harriet  Pinckney,  steamer,  511  tons,  Hal- 
kin,  commander,  Eaydon  &  Eeed,  brokers,  cleared  out  for  Nassau; 
chief  shippers,  Messrs.  Spyer  &  Haywood,  Campbell  &  Co.,  Sinclair, 
Hamilton  &  Co.,  Eaydon  &  Eeed,  and  Ely  Brothers.  She  had  on 
board  16  cannon  with  their  carriages  and  two  howitzers,  260  iron  shrap- 
nel shells,  409  swords,  20  carbines,  540  muskets,  11,300  rifles,  2,800,000 
percussion  caps,  and  1,360,000  ball  cartridges. 

On  the  9th  November  the  steamer  Gladiator,  Ware,  master,  Baker  & 
Co.  brokers,  cleared  out  for  Teueriffe,  Nassau,  and  Honduras.  Her 
cargo  was  shipped  chiefly  by  Messrs.  Spyer  &  Haywood.  It  comprised 
five  packages  shrapnels,  one  box  and  100  pistols,  one  ton  lead  shot,  50 
swords,  17,320  muskets,  1,000  boxes  and  122,000  cartridges,  4,650,000 
percussion  caps,  and  143,300  pounds  gunpowder.  This  vessel  succeeded 
in  running  the  blockade. 

On  the  11th  November  the  Justitia,  steamer,  615  tons,  Barroughs, 
commander,  brokers  Spyer  &  Haywood,  chief  shippers  Eichardson, 
Eoss  &  Co.,  cleared  out  for  Demerara.  Her  cargo  of  munitions  of  war 
comprised  10  cases  shells,  400  barrels  saltpeter,  20,000  linen  bandages, 
1,000,000  cartridges,  and  179,200  pounds  gunpowder.  She  also  ran  the 
blockade. 

On  the  8th  December  the  Princess  Eoyal,  steamer,  494  tons,  Lawson, 
master,  cleared  out  for  Halifax  and  Vancouver's  Island.  Her  brokers 
and  chief  shippers  were  Messrs.  W.  S.  Lindsay  &  Co.  She  was  laden 
l^rincipally  with  hardware,  iron  and  steel,  machinery  for  six  propellers, 
and  soldiers'  clothing;  but  she  also  took  out  60,000  pounds  of  gun- 
powder. 

On  the  3d  of  January  last  the  Miriam,  a  new  and  a  fast  steamer, 
sailed  from  London.  The  chief  shippers  of  her  cargo  were  Messrs.  Spyer 
&  Haywood.  It  consisted  of  a  large  quantity  of  army  stores,  25,000 
rifles,  60  tons  gunpowder,  3,012,000  cartridges,  and  3,000,000  percussion 
caps.  Up  to  within  the  last  few  days  her  clearance  papers  were  not 
entered  at  the  custom-house.  She  is  supposed  to  be  a  confederate 
vessel. 

On  the  same  day  the  Peterhof,  another  steamer,  also  sailed  from  Lon- 
don, laden  with  army  stores  and  necessaries,  and  her  clearance  papers 
were  not  to  be  found  entered  only  a  few  days  ago.  The  customs  lists 
teem  with  cases  similar  to  those  enumerated.  Surely  the  shipment  to 
neutral  ports  of  such  vast  quantities  of  material  and  munitions  of  war 
is  in  itself  a  sufficiently  suspicious  circumstance  to  justify  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  proper  authorities  to  prevent  violations  of  the  law.  Will  the 
honorable  member  for  Sunderland,  whose  voice  has  been  not  so  uufre- 
quentlyraised  in  the  House  in  defense  of  the  slaveholders'  rebellion,  have 
the  temerity  to  affirm  his  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  the  transactions  in 
which  his  name  figures  with  disgraceful  prominence !  Will  he  deny  that 
his  offices  in  the  city  of  London  are  the  common  resort  of  Charleston 
and  other  American  pilots,  but  especially  southerners,  who  tout  there 
for  hire  in  this  contraband  trade?  The  government  owes  it  to  itself 
first,  to  its  ally  the  Federal  Government  next,  to  prosecute  and  to  punish 
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those  who  violate  either  the  Queen's  proclamation,  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act,  or  the  customs  regulations.  It  is  simply  incredible  that  it 
alone  is  not  cognizant  of  facts  notorious  in  commercial  circles,  and  the 
evidence  of  which  is  more  easily  accessible  to  its  agents  than  to  lookers- 
on.  The  one  circumstance  to  be  kept  in  view  is,  that  these  parties  ship 
goods,  contraband  of  war,  ostensibly  to  neutral  ports,  but  with  a  full 
knowledge  that  they  are  intended  for  another  destination,  and  that  one 
which  is  not  legally  accessible  to  them ;  in  other  words,  that  they  are 
going  to  blockaded  ports.  Here  the  subject  is  left  for  the  present  by, 
my  lord,  yours,  &c., 

ANONYMOUS. 
New  Inn,  W.  C,  February  14. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  58.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  3,  1863. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Underwood,  our  consul  at  Glasgow,  has  no  doubt  informed 
you  about  the  steamer  now  called  the  Japan,  formerly  the  Virginia, 
which  is  about  to  clear  from  that  port  for  the  Bast  Indies.  Some  sev- 
enty or  eighty  men,  twice  the  number  that  would  be  required  for  any 
legitimate  voyage,  were  shipped  at  Liverpool  for  this  vessel,  and  sent 
to  Greenock  on  Monday  evening  last.  They  are  shipped  for  a  voyage 
of  three  years.  My  belief  is  that  she  belongs  to  the  confederates,  and 
is  to  be  converted  into  a  privateer ;  quite  likely  to  cruise  in  the  Bast 
Indies,  as  Mr.  Young,  the  paymaster  from  the  Alabama,  tells  me  it  has 
always  been  a  favorite  idea  of  Mr.  Mallory,  the  secretary  of  the  confed- 
erate navy,  to  send  a  privateer  in  these  waters.  I  sent  a  man  from  here 
to  Glasgow,  to  accompany  these  men,  to  endeavor  to  find  out  the  desti- 
nation of  the  vessel,  &c.  He  has  not  been  successful  as  yet  in  his  efforts. 
He  has  been  on  board,  and  writes  that  she  has  no  armament,  and  he  is 
still  there  watching  her.  I  have  directed  him  before  he  returns  to  visit 
the  yards  on  the  Clyde,  and  to  go  down  to  Stockton  and  Hartlepool. 
With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  DUDLBY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  8,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  From  information  received  at  this  legation,  which  appears 
entitled  to  credit,  I  am  compelled  to  the  painful  conclusion  that  a  steam 
vessel  has  just  departed  from  the  Clyde  with  the  intent  to  depredate  on 
the  commerce  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  She  passed  there  under 
the  name  of  the  Japan,  but  is  since  believed  to  have  assued  the  name  of 
the  Virginia.   Her  immediate  destination  is  the  island  of  Alderney,  where 
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it  is  supposed  she  may  yet  be  at  this  moment.  A  small  steamer,  called  the- 
Alar,  belonging  to  New  Haven,  and  commanded  by  Henry  P.  Maples, 
has  been  loaded  with  a  large  supply  of  guns,  shell,  shot,  powder,  &c., 
&c.,  intende.d  for  the  equipment  of  the  Virginia)  and  is  either  on  th& 
way,  or  has  arrived  tliere.  It  is  further  alleged  that  a  considerable 
number  of  British  subjects  have  been  enlisted  at  Liverpool  and  sent 
to  serve  on  board  this  cruiser. 

Should  it  be  yet  in  the  power  of  Her  Majesty's  government  to  institute 
some  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  these  proceedings  in  season  to  establish 
their  character  if  innocent,  or  to  put  a  stop  to  them  if  criminal,  I  feel 
sure  that  it  would  be  removing  a  heavy  burden  of  anxiety  from  the  minds 
of  my  countrymen  in  the  United  States. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  yonr  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Bael  Eussell,  c&c,  dec,  &c. 


Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Private.] 

Foreign  Orrice,  April  8,  1863. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  found  your  immediate  letter  on  my  arrival  at  the 
office  at  12.45,  and  as  your  mail  goes,  I  believe,  to-day,  you  may  like  tO' 
know  at  once  that  within  half  an  hour  from  that  time  it  was  sent  to  the 
Home  Ofilice,  within  whose  particular  jurisdiction  are  the  Channel 
Islands. 
A  copy  will  also  be  sent  to  the  treasury  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made. 
You  shall  have  an  official  acknowledgment  of  your  letter  as  soon  as  I 
can  get  Lord  Eussell's  signature,  but  he  is  out  of  town. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

E.  HAMMOND. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£-e.,  &c.,  &c. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Oprice,  April  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  acquainting  me  that  you  had  reason  to  suppose  that  a 
steam  vessel,  named  the  Japan,  or  the  Virginia,  has  just  left  the  Clyde 
for  Alderney,  where  she  is  expected  to  receive  on  board  an  armament 
brought  to  the  island  for  her  by  a  small  steamer,  the  Alar,  and  a  con- 
siderable number  of  British  subjects,  who  have  been  enlisted  to  serve  on 
board  of  her;  and  having  done  this,  to  proceed  and  depredate  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  that  copies  of  your  letter  were  sent, 
without  loss  of  time,  to  the  home  department  and  to  the  board  of  treas- 
urjr,  with  a  request  that  an  immediate  inquiry  might  be  made  into  the 
circumstances  stated  in  it,  and  that  if  the  result  should  prove  your  sus- 
picions to  be  well  founded  the  most  effectual  measures  might  be  takea 
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which  the  law  admits  of  for  defeating  any  such  attempts  to  fit  out  a 
belligerent  vessel  from  a  British  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  c&c,  (£;c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  15, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  depositions  of 
British  subjects,  who  appear  to  have  been  solicited  to  engage  in  the 
unlawful  expedition  of  the  Jaj^an  alias  the  Virginia  against  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States.  I  append  a  list,  marked  A,  of  the  oflflcers  and 
men,  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  shipped  at  the  Sailor's  Home  in  Liverpool,. 
a  large  part  of  whom  have  been  induced  to  join  the  piratical  expedition. 
Likewise  a  list,  marked  B,  of  the  men  who  refused  to  enlist,  left  the 
Virginia,  and  returned  to  Liverpool. 

It  is  not  without  great  pain  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  point  out  to 
your  lordship  these  transactions  at  Liverpool,  and  the  extent  to  which,, 
if  not  in  some  way  prevented,  they  are  calculated  to  give  rise  to  complaints. 
in  the  United  Statesof  the  violations  of  neutrality  deliberately  committed 
by  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

OO-p-y  rj  rj  ^- 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 
Deposition  of  Edward  Thompson. 

Edward  Thompson,  of  No.  18  Uenison  street,  in  Liverpool,  makes  oatb 
and  says : 

I  am  an  able  seaman,  and  served  for  five  years  in  a  man-of-war  on  Her 
Majesty's  ships  Neptune  and  others.  I  was  shipped  from  Liverpool  i(y 
Greenock  to  join  the  steamer  Japan,  as  I  was  told,  bound  on  a  voyage  to 
Singapore.  She  was  advertised  in  Sailors'  Home  as  bound  for  this 
port.  I  belong  to  the  Eoyal  Naval  Eeserve.  She  sailed  from  Greenock 
on  the  second  day  of  April  instant.  Captain  Hitchcock  was  in  command.. 
We  sailed  first  down  toward  the  Isle  of  Man.  We  then  tacked  and 
went  north  through  the  North  Channel,  and  down  the  west  coast  of 
Ireland,  passed  Cape  Clear,  and  steered  east  up  the  Channel.  Ushant 
Light  was  the  first  light  we  sighted — went  toward  St.  Malo.  We  then 
put  her  to  the  westward,  and  dodged  at  slow  steam  all  night.  We  fell 
in  with  the  Alar  steamer  just  off  Morlenx ;  we  were  not  more  than  three 
or  four  miles  from  land  at  the  time.  When  the  Alar  saw  us,  she  hoisted 
a  flag  for  a  pilot ;  after  she  got  her  pilot  on  she  hoisted  a  flag  of  distress. 
We  had  taken  her  in  tow  before  the  pilot  reached  us.  We  floated  about 
until  night,  then  got  the  Alar  alongside  and  commenced  to  discharge 
the  cargo  into  the  Japan.  We  were  three  nights  engaged  in  discharg- 
ing the  cargo ;  we  did  nothing  in  the  day-time.   She  brought  to  us  guns^ 
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shot,  shells,  rockets,  ammunition,  rifles,  cutlasses,  and  all  sorts  of  imple- 
ments of  war.  I  counted  nine  Whitworth  guns  to  be  mounted  on  the 
decks.  I  may  be  mistaken  about  the  maker's  name.  I  only  know  they 
were  breech-loading  guns.  I  understand  there  was  one  large  pivot  gun 
on  board  when  we  left  Greenock.  I  left  the  vessel  on  Friday  last,  on 
the  steamer  Alar.  After  we  got  all  the  cargo  discharged  from  the 
Alar  into  the  Japan,  at  4  o'clock  on  Friday  afternoon,  while  we  were 
off  Brest,  about  two  miles  from  land,  the  new  captain  who  came  to  us 
in  the  Alar,  having  dressed  himself  in  regimentals  in  a  blue  uniform  with 
a  star  in  the  epaulets,  had  all  hands  piped  aft  by  the  boatswain.  He 
then  directed  the  lieutenant  to  read  the  articles,  and  then  said :  We  are 
not  bound  for  Singapore;  we  are  going  to  sail  under  the  confederate 
flag,  the  same  as  the  Alabama,  to  sink,  burn  and  destroy  vessels  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States.  All  of  you  who  wish  to  join,  I  will  give  ten 
pounds  in  cash  as  soon  as  you  sign  the  articles ;  and  you  who  do  not 
wish  to  join  can  go  back  in  the  Alar.  Those  who  join  shall  also  have 
one  pound  per  month  extra.  The  captain  told  us  her  name  was  to  be 
the  Virginia,  and  this  was  the  name  mentioned  in  the  articles  which  we 
were  required  to  sign.  They  had  the  confederate  flag  on  board  at  the 
time,  laid  down  on  the  floor  of  the  cabin,  but  it  was  not  hoisted.  The 
articles  were  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war  with  the  United  States. 
During  the  night,  while  we  were  discharging  the  cargo  from  one  vessel 
to  the  other,  we  were  at  anchor  very  close  into  the  land,  not  more  than 
half  a  mile  from  the  land  opposite  a  magazine  which  lies  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  Ushant  Light.  We  went  to  this  place  or  very  near  there  every 
night.  After  reading  the  articles,  the  men  who  refused  to  sign  asked 
about  their  wages.  They  were  told  that  Captain  Hitchcock  would  settle 
this  after  we  got  to  Liverpool.  I  saw  Mr.  Hitchcock  yesterday  at  Jones 
&  Co.'s  office,  No.  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool.  This  house  of  Jones  & 
Co.  acted  as  agent  for  shipping  the  men.  One  of  their  clerks  was  at 
the  steamer  which  took  us  around  from  Liverpool  to  Greenock.  They 
signed  all  the  shipping  notes;  at  least  they  were  all  made  jiayable  there 
at  Jones  &  Co.'s  office,  and  they  have  paid  them  since.  They  paid  me 
my  shipping  note  yesterday  at  their  ofhce  in  Liverpool.  There  were  ten 
sailors  lately  belonging  to  the  British  navy  from  Portsmouth,  who  came 
out  in  the  Alar  and  refused  to  join  the  vessel.  They  received  two 
pounds  apiece  from  Captain  Hitchcock  not  to  say  anything  about  the 
matter.  This  was  paid  them  while  we  were  returning  to  Plymouth. 
Mr.  Jones,  one  of  the  firm  in  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  who  came  out  to  us 
in  the  Alar,  was  present  at  the  time  when  the  money  was  paid,  and 
ordered  Captain  Hitchcock  to  pay  it  to  the  men.  Mr.  Jones  seemed  to 
take  charge  of  everything.  The  report  was  that  she,  the  Virginia,  was 
to  go  to  Madeira.  She  had  not  more  than  five  days'  coals  when  we  left 
her.  She  is  an  iron  vessel,  very  slightly  built,  with  a  full  poop  as  far 
as  the  after-scuttle  hole,  to  fire-room  and  top-gallant  forecastle;  three 
masts,  square-rigged  forward,  fore  and  aft,  main  and  mizzen.  She  has 
one  funnel  between  the  fore  and  main  mast,  a  house  over  engine-room 
with  a  donkey  engine  in  it.  The  Alar  is  a  British  steamer  hailing  from 
London.  When  she  came  out  to  meet  the  Japan  or  Virginia,  as  she  is 
called,  she  sailed  from  New  Haven. 

EDWARD  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Liverpool,  the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty-three. 

J.  PEARSON, 
A  Commissiomr  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery,  in  England. 
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[lucloBure  No.  2.] 
Deposition  of  Thomas  Mahon. 

Thomas  Malion,  residing  at  ISTo.  8  Count  Gore  street,  Toxleth  Park, 
Liverpool,  being  sworn,  says : 

I  am  a  native  of  Liverpool,  and  am  a  laborer.  On  or  about  March 
27tli  last  past,  hearing  that  a  steamer  was  wanting  men  for  Singapore, 
I  went  to  the  Sailors'  Home,  and  was  introduced  to  a  man  as  the  captain. 
I  don't  remember  his  name  at  present.  I  believe  it  is  Hitchcock.  He  is 
in  Liverpool  now.  He  told  me  he  was  captain  of  the  Japan.  He  said 
he  wanted  firemen  and  trimmers ;  and  the  next  day,  the  27th,  I  went 
with  him  to  the  shipping  ofQce,  and  there  signed  articles  for  steamer 
Japan  for  Singapore  or  any  intermediate  port  for  two  years.  Captain 
Hitchcock  engaged  me  and  witnessed  my  signing.  I  was  to  have  three 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  month.  About  fifty  men  in  all  signed  in  the 
same  way.  When  we  had  signed,  we  were  told  to  take  our  clothes  to 
Jones  &  Co.,  No.  28  Chapel  street,  and  would  then  receive  an  advance 
note  for  a  month's  pay;  I  took  my  clothes  there  and  received  a  note  for 
three  pounds  ten  shillings,  payable  ten  days  after  the  ship  sailed  from 
Greenock  at  Jones  «&  Co.'s.  We  were  told  by  the  captain,  Hitchcock,  to 
meet  at  the  Glasgow  boat  at  five  o'clock  on  Monday  afternoon  at  the 
dock.  We  went  as  ordered,  and  our  clothes  were  brought  down  and  our 
fares  were  paid  by  a  clerk  from  Jones  &  Co.  We  sailed  the  same  evening 
in  the  Heron,  about  fifty  in  all.  We  arrived  at  Greenock  about  three  or 
four  the  next  afternoon,  and  a  tug  came  alongside  and  took  us  off  the 
Heron  and  put  us  on  board  the  screw  steamer  Japan,  lying  in  the  river 
opposite  Greenock.  Captain  Hitchcock  came  off  in  the  tug  and  took  us 
on  board.  He  went  on  board  with  us.  He  gave  us  our  orders.  I  had 
shipped  as  coal  trimmer,  and  believed  she  was  an  English  steamer  and 
going  to  Singapore.  She  had  then  the  English  ensign  flying.  Captain 
Hitchcock  remaihed  on  board  and  exercised  con^mand.  We  remained 
at  Greenock  till  Wednesday.  On  Thursday,  about  6  in  the  morning 
we  got  under  way,  and  the  pilot  said  we  were  going  on  a  trial  trip'. 
On  the  Wednesday  night  the  revenue  officers  came  on  board  after  the 
stores  came  on  board,  and  put  seals  on  the  stores.  The  stores  came  off 
in  a  steamer  and  a  lighter.  They  consisted  of  large  quantities  of  spirits 
clothing,  blankets,  beds,  knives  and  forks,  tins  and  the  like.  I  did  not 
seen  any  other  government  officers  visit  the  ship.  We  sailed  out  1  believe 
on  the  Thursday  morning,  as  we  supposed  on  the  trial  trip,  and  steered 
toward  sea.  In  the  afternoon  we  returned  to  the  light-house  down  the 
Clyde  and  stopped,  but  did  not  anchor.  A  tug  came  to  us  there  with 
some  more  men  and  provisions  from  Greenock,  and  as  soon,  as  we  had 
taken  them  on  board  we  started  down  again  and  steered  right  to  sea. 
The  pilot  left  us  next  morning  off  Castletown,  Isle  of  Man.  Captain 
Hitchcock  had  command  of  the  vessel.-  About  two  days  after  we  made 
land,  as  I  was  told,  on  the  coast  of  France,  and  ^'e  kept  beating  about 
there  for  several  days.  We  wondered  why,  but  did  not  ascertain  the 
reason.  On  Monday,  the  6th,  an  English  screw  steamer,  the  Alar,  of 
London,  came  to  us  and  spoke  us.  We  were  so  near  the  coast  of  France 
that  a  shot  pould  be  fired  ashore.  Captain  Hitchcock  told  the  Alar  to 
go  under  the  island.  The  Alar  soon  after  made  a  signal  as  if  she  was 
broke  down,  and  the  Japan  took  her  in  tow.  We  towed  her  a  while  and 
the  hawser  broke.  She  then  steamed  away  herself,  and  we  soon  after 
spoke  a  French  pilot-boat,  and  we  took  a  pilot  on  board,  as  did  also  the 
Alar.  The  Alar  sailed  away  into  a  small  bay,  and  we  followed  and 
33  A  C— Tl 
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came  to  anchor  near  the  shore,  no  further  off  than  I  could  have  thrown^ 
a  stone.  The  Alar  then  made  fast  alongside,  and  that  night  a  very  large 
case  of  guns  aud  a  quantity  of  ammunition  in  small  cases  were  taken  on 
board  the  Japan  from  the  Alar.  The  next  morning  both  vessels  sailed 
out,  and  we  went  out  to  sea,  and  the  Alar  into  another  bay.  In  the 
afternoon  we  joined  the  Alar  in  the  other  bay,  and  took  on  board  the- 
rest  of  the  cargo,  consisting  of  guns  and  ammunition.  Men  in  the  mean 
time  were  engaged  in  making  the  fittings  for  the  guns.  The  same 
afternoon  a  tall  man  they  called  Lament,  or  Dupont,  came  on  -board  from 
the  Alar  and  took  charge  of  the  Japau.  He  came  on  deck  in  uniform, 
and  called  all  the  men  aft.  He  told  us  she  was  no  more  to  be  called  the 
Japan,  but  the  Virginia,  confederate  war  steamer.  He  produced  articles, 
and  reading  them  to  the  effect  that  there  would  be  discipline  same  as 
the  Alabama,  or  any  other  under  the  confederate  flag.  He  said  he  was 
going  to  burn  and  destroy  all  North  American  vessels,  and  told  us  we 
should  have  ten  pounds  bounty  to  sign  for  three  years  under  the  con- 
federate flag.  One  of  the  men  asked  about  prize  money,  and  he  said  we 
should  have  the  same  as  the  Alabama ;  that  any  man  who  had  a  family 
could  have  half  pay.  Eight  of  us  went  into  the  cabin  to  see  what  he 
would  do  with  us  if  we  would  not  ship.  He  said  Mr.  Jones  would  pay 
our  fare  through  to  Liverpool,  and  anything  else  that  we  required  when 
we  came  ashore.  Mr.  Jones  was  sitting  at  the  table  where  they  were 
paying  the  bounty  and  signing  the  articles,  and  said  it  would  be  all 
right.  We  and  a  number  of  others,  in  all  about  twenty-four,  refused  to 
join,  and  the  same  night  we  were  taken  to  the  Alar,  and  both  vessels 
left  the  bay.  The  next  morning  the  Alar  took  the  pilot  from  the  Japan, 
and  landed  him  and  her  own  about  where  we  had  picked  them.  I  was 
below  when  she  took  the  pilot  off,  and  did  not  see  the  Japan  after  leav- 
ing her  in  the  bay.  I  heard  the  order  given  to  hoist  the  confederate 
flag.  Captain  Hitchcock,  Mr.  Jones,  and  .the  chief  and  second  mates 
came  from  her  with  us.  We  were  landed  at  Plymouth  on  Saturday 
morning,  and  received  from  Captain  Hitchcock  a  sovereign  each  to  pay 
our  way  to  Liverpool,  and  the  same  day  came  into  Liverpool  in  the 
steamer. 

THOMAS  MAHOK. 

Sworn  the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,, 
before  me,  Mr.  Eathborne,  a  magistrate  for  the  county  of  Lancaster. 


A. 

lAst  of  officers  and  crew  of  tlie  .ship  Japan,  shipped  at  the  Sailors'  Home,  in 
Liverpool,  and  understood  to  he  subjects  of  Great  Britain. 

Thomas  Hedjik,  master. 

Grifflth  Jones,  mate,  I^o.  7  Virginia  street. 

Ahou  P.  Mackintosh,  second  mate,  No.  o  Fleet  square,  Fleet  street.. 

Eobert  Neal,  carpenter,  No.  28  Regent  street. 

Chas.  King,  boatswain,  No.  22  Rupert  street. 

J.  S.  Woolfall,  captain's  steward,  No.  119  Albert  street. 

Thomas  Price,  cook.  No.  117  Bedford  street,  Bverton. 

John  Thompson,  cook,  No.  113  Pitt  street. 

William  Jones,  seaman,  No.  16  Cerard  street. 

Thomas  Williams,  (1,)  seaman.  No.  22  Edmund  street. 
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Thomas  Williams,  (2,)  seaman,  No.  31  Prussia  street. 

John  White,  seaman,  No.  71  Jordan  street. 

William  Williams,  seaman,  No.  40  High  Field. 

Frank  Elvers,  seaman.  No.  53  Upper  Hill. 

James  Rodway,  seaman.  No.  113  Pitt  street. 

Wm.  Jackson,  seaman.  No.  1  George  street. 

Joseph  Seymour,  No.  53  Bedford  street. 

Wm.  Band,  boat's  mate  on  board  Great  Eastern. 

Frank  Mills,  seaman,  No.  27  Union  street. 

Thos.  Jones,  ordinary  seaman,  Beaumaris  tavern,  Tayakarly  street. 

Henry  Barron,  ordinary  seaman.  No.  12  High  Field  road. 

Edward  Davis,  ordinary  seaman,  No.  12  Lightbody  street. 

John  Murray,  ordinarj'  seaman.  No.  33  Gordon  street. 

Hugh  Hughes,  ordinary  seaman,  Beaumaris  tavern.  Union  street. 

G.  Owen  Crow,  boy,  No.  73  Kew  street. 

Kichard  Callaghan,  boy.  No.  28  Eegent  street. 

Charles  Penrose,  boy,  No.  6  Woodstock  street. 

Thomas  Claydon,  boy,  No.,1  Bell  street,  T.  P. 

Sobert  Ford,  boy.  Sailors'  Home. 

John  Fitzgerald,  boy.  No.  39  Hornby  street. 

Joseph  Fisher,  boy.  No.  19  John  street,  T.  P. 

Benj'n  Connolly,  boy.  No.  17  Temple  Bed,  Dale  street. 

Sam'l  Alfred  Seaton,  storekeeper.  No.  48  Westbourne  street. 

W.  Hamilton,  landsman.  No.  45  Hamilton  street. 

Thomas  James,  landsman,  No.  15  Earl  street. 

John  Williams,  landsman,  No.  21  Richmond  row  or  street. 

Joseph  Hopkins,  landsman,  No.  55  Atherton  street. 

John  Flynn,  landsman.  No.  18  Milton  street. 

John  Dolan,  landsman.  No.  4  Ct.  Blondel. 

H'y  Tanner,  fireman,  No.  5  Prince's  Walk,  Gt.  Howard  street. 

Phil.  Thomas,  fireman,  No.  32  Kay  street. 

Michael  Downey,  fireman.  No.  29  Gt.  Howard  street. 

Alex.  McDuff,  fireman,  No.  29  Thomas  street. 

John  Hughes,  fireman,  No.  29  Thomas  street. 

James  Kendry,  fireman.  No.  15  Earl  street. 

John  McCarthy,  fireman.  No.  5  Prince's  Walk,  Gt.  Howard  street. 

Michael  Connor,  fireman,  Gt.  Howard  street. 

Richard  Groves,  fireman.  No.  19  Bennis  Gardens. 

Wm.  Myers,  trimmer.  No.  3  Ct.  Spitalflelds. 

Thomas  Mahon,  trimmer,  No.  8  Ct.  Gore  street. 

James  Gordon,  trimmer.  No.  44  Tatlock  street. 

Edward  Thompson,  trimmer.  No.  18  Denison  street. 

Samuel  Haywood,  trimmer,  No.  18  Denison  street. 

John  Miles,  trimmer.  No.  29  Thomas  street. 

John  Stanley,  cooper„No.  26  Gt.  Oriel  street. 

Went  by  the  Heron,  Glasgow  boat,  at  7.30  p.  m.,  March  30,  1863. 


B. 

List  ofmeuy  understood  to  be  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  who  left  the  steamer 
Virginia,  late  Japan^  and  came  to  Liverpool,  in  the  steamship  East 
Anglican,  from  Plymouth. 

John  White,  Joseph  Hopkins,  William  Swift,  Henry  James,  William 
Myers,  John  Myers,  Thomas  Mahon,  John  Hughes,  Mr.  Seaton,  purser, 
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Mr.  Jones,  master  mariner,  Mr.  Mcintosh,  Edward  Thomijson,  John 
Pirin,  George  Crow,  Eichard  Groves,  Eichard  Credshaw,  Charles  Spen- 
cer, and  James  Woolfall. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  64.]  ■  U]Sfia?ED  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  18, 1863. 
Sir  :  Inclosure  Ko.  5  is  a  copy  of  one  of  the  shipping  notes  in  thexjase 
of  the  steamer  Japan,  now  called  the  Virginia.  I  shall  retain  the  orig- 
inal to  await  the  action  of  the  British  government.  This  was  signed  by 
Jones  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  one  of  whom,  as  appears  by  the  affidavits 
sent  in  dispatch  No.  62,  accompanied  the  men  to  the  Virginia,  and  was 
present  when  they  were  paid  their  bounty  of  ten  pounds  for  enlisting. 
This,  if  true,  makes  a  clear  case  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 
I  am,  sir,  jour  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


[Inclosure.] 
£2  10s.  Od. 

Agreement  made  at  Liverpool,  this  28th  day  of  March,  1863. 

Ten  days  after  the  ship  Japan  sails  from  the  river  Clyde,  the  under- 
signed do  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shall 
advance  two  pounds,  ten  shillings,  —  pence  to  Edward  Davies,  on  this 
agreement,  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  ten  shillings,  —  pence,  provided  the 
said  Edward  Davies  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  river  Clyde. 

JONES  &  CO. 

Payable  at  28  Chapel  street. 


Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  21, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  stated  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  16th  instant  that  your  letter 
of  the  previous  day,  respecting  the  case  of  the  Japan,  otherwise  the 
Virginia,  had  been  referred  to  the  proper  departments  of  Her  Majesty's 
government;  but  I  will  not  delay  informing  you  that  Her  Majesty's 
government  have  received  from  the  authorities  at  Glasgow  and  at 
Greenock  reports,  from  which  it  appears  that  that  vessel  was  constantly 
visited,  while  she  was  in  course  of  construction,  and  that  the  surveys 
seemed  to  show  that  she  was  intended  for  commercial  purposes,  and 
that  her  frame-work  and  plating  were  of  the  ordinary  sizes  for  vessels  of 
her  class. 

She  was  entered  on  the  31st  ultimo  as  for  Point  de  Galle  and  Hon  "• 
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Kong,  with  a  crew  of  forty-eight  men.  She  shipped  on  the  1st  instant 
the  bonded  stores  stated  in  the  margin,  and  she  cleared 
on  the  same  day  in  balhist  for  l^oint  de  Galle  and  Hong 
Kong. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  fnrther  informed  that 
the  Japan  left  tlie  anchorage  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
2d  instant,  with  the  ostensible  purpose  of  trying  her 
engines,  intending  to  return,  having  on  board  several 
joiners,  who  were  fitting  np  her  cabins.  These  men,  who  are  said  to 
have  been  employed  at  a  later  time  in  fitting  up  a  magazine,  were  sub- 
sequently landed  on  some  part  of  the  coast  lower  down  the  Clyde. 

The  custom-house  ofiQcer  who  visited  the  Japan  on  the  evening  of  the 
1st  instant  to  see  thab  her  stores  were  correct,  reports  that  he  saw 
nothing  on  board  which  could  lead  him  to  suspect  that  she  was  intended 
for  war  purposes. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  further  informed  that  she  was  not 
heavily  sparred,  and  that  she  could  not  spread  more  canvas  than  an 
ordinary  merchant  steamer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
Chaeles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  «£t.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  102.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  1,  1863. 
SiE  :  I  have  frequently  referred  to  the  fitting  out  of  the  steamer 
Japan,  now  called  the  Virginia,  at  Greenock.  You  will  recollect  she 
was  fitted  out  by  the  house  of  Jones  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  one  of  the 
members  of  which  firm,  Thomas  Bold,  was  the  registered  owner.  On 
the  23d  of  June,  1863,  Mr.  Bold  wrote  a  letter  to  the  collector  at  Liv- 
erpool stating  he  had  sold  her  to  a  foreign  owner,  and  requesting  the 
register  to  be  delivered  up  and  canceled.  The  register  was  accord- 
ingly delivered  up  and  canceled  on  the  23d  of  June,  1863.  From  the 
time  of,  her  sailing  up  to  the  last-mentioned  date  she  was  owned  by  Mr. 
Bold,  an  EngUsh  subject.  During  this  period,  as  appears  by  the  news- 
papers, she  captured  and  burnt  the  ship  Dictator,  of  Boston,  and  prob- 
ably other  vessels. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Barl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 


London,  July  7,  1863. 
My  Loed  :  It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  feel  myself  once  more  compelled 
to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  circumstances  attending  the  out- 
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fit  of  the  steamer  called  the  Japan.  It  now  app'ears  that  that  vessel  was 
at  the  time  of  her  escape,  and  has  continued  until  very  lately  to  be,  the 
properly  of  a  British  subject  residing  in  Liverpool.  That  person  is  Mr. 
Thomas  Bold,  a  member  of  the  commercial  house  of  Jones  &  Co.  I 
have  information  which  leads  me  to  believe  that  only  within  a  few  days 
has  Mr.  Bold  notified  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool  of  his  sale 
of  this  vessel  to  foreign  owners,  and  requested  the  register  to  be  can- 
celed. That  act  was  not  completed  until  the  23d  of  June  last.  It 
would  appear  from  these  facts,  should  they  prove  to  be  true,  that  this 
vessel  has  remained  the  property  of  a  British  subject  during  a  consid- 
erable time,  in  which  she  has  been  engaged  in  committing  extensive 
ravages  upon  the  commerce  of  a  nation  with  which  Her  Majesty  is  at 
peace.  The  fact  of  the  outfit  of  that  vessel  for  hostile  purposes  has 
already  occupied  the  attention  of  your  lordship,  in  consequence  of  for- 
mer representations  unhappily  made  too  late  for  effective  interposition. 
But  the  circumstance  of  the  retention  of  the  ownership  by  a  British 
subject  for  so  long  a  period  after  she  was  known  to  be  engaged  in  hos- 
tilities against  the  United  States  is  of  too  grave  a  character  to  justify 
me  in  omitting  to  call  your  lordship's  particular  attention  to  it  in  ad- 
vance of  the  possibility  of  receiving  instructions  respecting  it. 
I  pray  your  lordship,  «&c., 

OHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hod.  Bael  Exjssell,  c&c,  &e.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  126.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  reliable  information  that  the  pirate  steamer  Georgia 
is  no  other  than  the  steamer  Japan,  which  sailed  from  Greenock  iii 
Scotland,  went  out  in  the  channel,  took  her  armament  on  board  off  Brest 
from  the  steaimer  Alar,  and  sailed  thence  as  the  pirate  Virginia.  She 
is  in  command  of.  Lieutenant  Maury,  formerly  of  the  Washington 
Observatory. 

I  have  just  seen  a  letter  from  John  Stanley,  one  of  the  crew  on  board 
of  this  vessel,  written  to  his  wife  in  Liverpool,  while  the  steamer  was  at 
Bahia.  This  man  Stanley,  as  well  as  all  the  other  men  on  board,  are 
Englishmen.  Catherine  Stanley,  his  wife,  receives  half  pay  on  account 
of  her  husband's  wages  on  this  vessel ;  the  half  pay  amounts  to  two 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  month,  and  is  paid  to  her  each  month  at  the 
offlce  of  Jones  &  Co.,  No.  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  by  this  firm.  She 
says  the  wives  of  all  the  other  men  on  board  the  vessel  are  also  paid 
half  pay  each  month  at  this  same  office.  You  will  recollect  that  it  was 
this  firm,  Jones  &  Co.,  that  fitted  out  the  vessel  from  Greenock.  Many 
of  the  men  for  the  Japan  were  engaged  at  this  port.  It  was  the  firm  of 
Jones  &  Co.  that  engaged  the  men  and  took  them  from  here  to 
Greenock.  I  have  one  of  the  original  shipping  notes,  signed  by  Jones 
&  Co.,  of  which  inclosure  No.  1  is  a  copy.  This  firm  is  composed  of 
Thomas  Bold,  John  Jones,  and  Eobert  Highat.  The  shipping  note  was 
signed  "Jones  &  Co.,"  by  Eobert  Highat,  one  of  the  firm.  John  Jones, 
one  of  the  firm,  M'ent  out  in  the  steamer  Alar,  was  present  when  the 
men  signed  the  articles  on  the  vessel  for  a  cruise,  sat  at  the  table  and 
assisted  in  paying  the  bounty  money  to  the  men  who  signed  the 
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articles.  TljomasBold,  the  other  member,  (whom  1  am  told  is  a  relative 
of  Lieutenant  Maury,)  was  the  registered  owner  of  the  vessel,  and 
remained  such  until  the  23d  of  June  last,  when  he  wrote  a  note  to  the 
collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool,  stating  he  had  sold  the  vessel  to  for- 
eign owners.  I  inclose  you  a  certified  copy  of  the  register  of  this  vessel 
from  the  customs  in  Liverpool.  It  is  marked  No.  2.  Before  this  notice 
was  given  to  the  customs  of  a  change  of  ownership,  and  while  Bold 
appears  as  the  registered  owner,  the  Japan,  alias  Virginia,  alias  Georgia, 
destroyed  several  United  States  vessels.  I  took  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Squarey,  my  attorney,  as  to  the  liability  of  this  firm  or  of  Thomas 
Bold.  Inclosure  ISTo.  3  is  a  copy  of  that  opinion.  It  now  appears  that 
■since  the  notice  of  the  transfer  of  this  vessel,  as  well  as  before,  this 
same  firm  of  Jones  &  Co.,  of  whom  Thomas  Bold  is  a  member,  have 
■continued  aud  are  now  paying  one  half  the  wages  that  the  crew  earn 
who  are  serving  on  board,  to  their  wives  and  families  here  in  Liver- 
pool. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  in  pi'evious  communications  given  you  most 
of  this  information,  but  it  seemed  to  meto  be  of  so  much  importance  as 
fixing  the  character  if  not  the  nationality  of  this  vessel,  as  to  warrant 
my  repeating  it  again. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secy'etary  of  State. 


Mr^  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  7, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool, 
covering  a  number  of  depositions,  all  going  to  establish  in  the  clearest 
manner  the  existence  of  a  regular  ofiice  in  the  port  of  Liverpool  for  the 
enlistment  and  payment  of  British  subjects,  for  the  purpose  of  carryiag 
on  war  against  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States.  The 
persons  concerned  in  these  illegal  transactions  appear  to  be  themselves 
all  British  subjects,  knowingly  engaged  in  violating  the  neutrality  of 
their  country,  and,  so  far  as  it  may  be  in  their  power,  laboring  to  involve 
it  in  a  war  with  a  friendly  nation  with  which  it  is  at  peace. 

It  is  now  some  time  since  I  first  had  the  honor  to  call  your  lordship's 
attention  to  the  fact  of  the  systematic  manner  in  which  the  insurgents 
of  the  United  States  have  conducted  a  plan  to  violate  in  her  own  kingdom 
the  neutrality  proclaimed  by  Her  Majesty  at  an  early  period  in  this  con- 
test. Every  day  that  has  since  passed  has  only  contributed  more 
thoroughly  to  expose  the  various  forms  in  which  it  is  carried  forward. 
I  trust  that  the  extraordinary  character  of  these  proceedings,  as  well  as 
the  hazardous  consequence  to  the  future  peace  of  all  nations  of  permit- 
ting them  to  gain  any  authority  under  the  international  law,  will  not 
fail  to  fix  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  government. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
.servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Efssell,  dc.,  &c.,  &c. 
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[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate^ 

Liverpool,  December  1,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  doubtless  recollect  that  the  pirate  steam  erG-eorgia,  now 
at  Cherbourg,  was  built  upon  the  Clyde,  sailed  from  Greenock,  Scotland, 
under  the  English,  flag,  and  with  an  English  crew,  about  the  3d  of  April 
last.  At  the  time  of  her  sailing  she  was  called  the  Japan,  afterwards 
the  Virginia,  and  now  the  Georgia.  Her  crew  was  partly  shipped  in 
Liverpool,  and  partly  at  Greenock.  She  sailed  toward  Brest,  off  which 
port  she  received  her  armament  from  the  British  steamer  Alar,  from 
S'ew  Haven,  and  at  once  entered  upon  her  cruise.  The  vessel  was  fitted 
out  and  the  crew  shipped  by  Jones  &  Co.,  No.  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool. 
I  have  in  my  possession  onfe  of  the  original  notes  given  to  one  of  the 
crew  by  this  firm  at  the  time  he  was  shijjped.  The  signature,  "Jones  & 
Co.,"  to  the  note,  I  am  told,  was  written  by  Thomas  Hyatt,  one  of  the 
firm.  I  am  informed  the  firm  consist  of  Thomas  Bold,  John  Jones,  and 
Thomas  Hyatt,  all  Englishmen.  At  the  time  the  vessel  sailed  she  was 
owned  by  Thomas  Bold,  one  of  the  members  of  this  firm,  as  will  appear 
by  her  register  at  the  customs  in  Liverpool.  He  continued  the  owner 
up  to  23d  of  June,  1863,  at  which  time  he  parted  with  the  vessel  to  a 
foreigner,  as  appears  by  a  certified  copy  of  said  register,  furnished  me 
by  the  collector ;  John  Jones,  another  member  of  the  firm,  went  out  to 
the  Japan,  or  Georgia,  in  the  channel,  on  the  steamer  Alar,  at  the  time 
she  carried  out  the  armament,  and  superintended  the  shipping  of  the 
armament  from  the  Alar  to  the  Georgia,  and  aided  in  reenlisting  the 
crew  for  the  cruise ;  promised  the  men  who  had  wives  should  have  half 
pay  of  the  wages  earned  by  their  husbands  on  the  vessel.  Francis 
Glassbrook  and  John  Stanley,  two  of  the  crew,  sent  their  bounty  money, 
amounting  to  £10,  to  their  wives,  and  Benjamin  ConoUy,  another  of  the 
crew,  sent  all  or  a  part  of  his  to  his  fatfier  by  Mr.  Jones.  All  this  money 
so  sent  was  afterward  paid  by  Jones  &  Co.,  at  their  oifice,  in  Liverpool, 
to  the  parties  to  whom  it  had  been  sent.  This  firm  have  paid,  and  still 
continue  to  pay,  the  wives  of  the  men  on  board  this  vessel  the  one-half 
of  the  wages  earned  by  their  husbands.  The  payments  are  made  once 
a  month.  I  inclose  yon  copies  of  the  affidavits  of  John  Stanley,  Francis 
Glassbrook,  and  Benjamin  Conolly,  three  of  the  crew  from  this  vessel, 
now  in  Liverpool,  establishing  the  facts  relative  to  their  shipment,  &c.; 
and  copies  of  the  affidavits  of  Mrs.  Stanley  and  Mrs.  Glassbrook,  show- 
ing the  payment  of  the  half-pay  by  this  firm  to  them  during  the  cruise 
of  the  vessel,  the  la.st  payment  of  which  was  made  so  late  as  Saturday, 
the  21st  of  November  last;  also  a  copy  of  Daniel  Gonolly's  affidavit, 
proving  the  payment  to  him  by  Jones  &  Co.  of  the  money  sent  by  his 
son. 

I  have  also  to  inform  you  that  I  am  told  the  firm  of  Jones  &  Co.  are 
now  engaged  in  procuring  and  shipping  men  from  Liverpool  for  this 
same  vessel,  the  Georgia. 

On  the  21st  of  November,  last  Saturday  week,  Glassbrook  and  Conolly 
called  at  Jones  &  Co.'s  office ;  they  were  asked  if  they  belonged  to  the 
steamer  Florida;  they  answered  no,  that  they  belonged  to  the  Georgia. 
The  man  then  told  them  he  had  news  for  them,  and  wanted  them  to  go 
back  to  the  ship.  He  told  them  they  would  pay  their  passage  back,  and 
requested  them  to  be  at  the  Havre  boat  on  the  next  Monday  morning. 
They  both  went  to  the  Havre  boat  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  Noyem- 
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ber  last,  were  met  by  a  man  from  Jones  &  Co.'s  office,  who  paid  them 
each  £3,  taking  a  receipt  for  the  same,  to  return  and  serve  on  said  vessel, 
the  Georgia,  now  at  Cherbourg.  The  affidavits  of  Conolly  and  Glass- 
brook,  above  referred  to,  prove  these  facts.  You  will  also  find  a  copy  of 
Eliza  ConoUy's  affidavit  corroborating  the  same. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  die.,  &c.,  &c. 


[Inclosure  No.  2. 1 
£2  10s. 

Agreement  marie  at  Liverpool,  this  28th  day  of  March,  1863. 

Ten  days  after  the  ship  Japan  sails  from  the  river  Clyde,  the  under- 
signed do  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shall 
advance  two  pounds,  ten  shillings,  —  pence,  to  Edward  Davies,  on  this 
agreement,  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  ten  shillings,  —  pence,  provided  the 
said  Edward  Davies  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  river  Clyde. 

JONES  &  CO. 

Payable  at  28  Chapel  street. 

On  the  back : 

EDWARD  DAVIES. 


[Inclosure  No.  3.] 
Deposition  of  John  Stanley. 

I,  John  Stanley,  of  No.  26  Court,  in  Oriel  street,  Vauxhall  road, 
Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  cooper,  make  oath  and  say  as 
follows : 

On  the  27th  of  March  last  I  saw  Mr.  Barnett,  a  shipping  agent,  who 
informed  me  that  he  wanted  several  coopers  to  join  the  Japan,  bound  to 
Singapore,  and  he  requested  me  to  try  and  find  one  or  two  coopers  to  go 
with  me,  and  to  take  them  to  Jones's  office,  28  Chapel  street.  I  went  to 
several  of  my  friends,  but  they  all  declined  going.  I  then  went  to  Mr. 
Jones's  office,  and  saw  a  tall  gentleman  with  a  black  mustache,  and 
informed  him,  as  directed  by  Mr.  Barnett,  that  I  could  not  get  any  one 
else  to  go  with  me,  and  I  agreed  to  go  myself.  The  gentleman  then 
took  down  my  name,  and  I  afterwards  went  back  to  the  Sailors'  Home, 
and  Mr.  Barnett  introduced  me  to  Captain  Hitchcock,  who  told  me  that 
he  wanted  some  coopers  for  his  vessel,  the' Japan,  going  to  China.  I 
then  asked  him  what  wages  he  would  give  me,  when  he  said  £4.  I  told 
him  that  I  could  not  go  for  these  wages,  and  said  that  the  ordinary 
wages  of  coopers  was  £6  10s.  Captain  Hitchcock  then  said  to  me  that 
it  was  not  wages  alone  that  I  should  get.  I  should  get  something  else, 
which  would  make  up  for  the  voyage.  He  at  length  agreed  to  give  me 
£4  10s.,  which  I  accepted,  and  I  then  signed  articles  for  two  years. 
After  signing  articles  I  received  a  ticket,  which  I  took  to  Jones's  office, 
and  I  then  received  an  advance  note  for  £4  10s.    I  went  to  a  great  many 
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places  the  same  day,  trying  to  get  tlie  note  cashed,  but  no  one  would 
cash  it  for  me.  I  went  to  Mr.  Jones's  office  and  took  my  wife  with  me, 
•and  saw  the  same  gentleman,  and  told  him  that  no  one  would  cash  it 
for  me,  and  unless  he  cashed  it  I  would  not  go  in  the  ship.  He  then 
paid  me  £2  on  account,  and  said  he  would  pay  my  wife  the  difference 
when  I  got  to  sea.  He  then  told  me  to  bring  my  clothes  down  to  his 
office,  which  I  did,  and  he  then  told  me  to  be  at  the  Greenock  steamer 
the  following  Monday  night,  the  29th  March,  at  5  o'clock.  I  did  attend 
at  the  Greenock  steamer  as  ordered,  and  there  saw  the  same  gentleman 
and  Captain  Hitchcock,  who  were  superintending  the  shipping  of  our 
clothes.  Each  man's  clothes  had  a  number  on  it,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Jones's  oflSce  called  out  our  numbers  as  we  went  on  board  the 
steamer.  We  left  Liverpool  that  night  and  arrived  at  Greenock  on  the 
31st.  We  were  then  taken  on  board  of  a  tug-boat,  which  took  us  to  the 
Japan.  About  the  3d  April  we  left  Greenock,  as  was  reported,  upon 
a  trial  trip.  After  we  had  been  out  a  few  days  we  fell  in  with  a  small 
steamer  which  we  towed  to  Brest,  where  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  the 
harbor.  The  small  steamer  then  came  alongside  of  us,  and  we  took  in  a 
large  number  of  cases  of  arms  and  ammunition.  Myself,  the  carpenter, 
and  the  joiner  opened  the  cases,  and  I  saw  that  they  contained  arms 
and  ammunition.  Mr.  Jones  superintended  the  shipping  of  the  cases, 
he  having  come  on  board  the  Japan  from  the  small  steamer.  A  fresh 
captain  then  came  on  board  the  Japan  from  the  small  steamer,  dressed 
in  a  gray  uniform,  and  called  us  all  aft,  and  said  that  his  vessel  was 
going  to  sail  under  another  name  and  flag ;  that  her  name  was  the 
Georgia,  and  we  were  going  to  cruise  under  the  confederate  flag ;  that 
he  would  pay  the  seamen  £4  10s.  a  month  and  £10  bounty.  He  said  he 
would  pay  me  £5  a  month.  Mr.  Jones  was  standing  close  to  him  at  this 
time.  One  of  the  men  asked  him  if  we  should  get  prize  money,  when 
the  captain  said  that  if  the  Alabama's  crew  received  it  we  should.  Mr. 
.Jones  then  said,  "Of  course  -we  should  get  prize  money."  Those  who 
had  agreed  to  join  were  then  taken  into  the  cabin,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr. 
Chapman,  the  first  lieutenant,  and  Captain  Maury  being  present,  when 
we  signed  articles  to  serve  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  and  we 
were  each  paid  £10  on  signing  articles.  I  then  told  Captain  Maury 
that  I  was  married  and  would  require  half  pay,  when  Mr.  Jones  called 
me  to  him  and  said  that  I  should  have  it,  and  I  gave  him  the  address  of 
my  wife.  I  then  gave  my  £10  bounty  money  to  Mr.  Jones,  who  said  he 
would  send  for  my  wife  when  he  got  home  and  pay  it  to  her,  and  make 
arrangements  with  her  for  the  half  pay.  We  left  Brest  about  the  9th 
April,  and  about  the  25th  we  met  the  Dictator,  which  we  burnt.  We 
then  went  to  the  Western  Islands,  where  we  found  an  American  man-of- 
war  lying  at  anchor.  We  then  ran  out  again  and  went  to  Bahia,  where 
we  landed  the  Dictator's  crew.  Several  of  her  crew  agreed  to  join  us. 
We  also  took  in  coals  there  from  the  bark  Castor,  but  we  were  stopped 
by  the  authorities,  and  got  the  remainder  of  our  coals  from  shore.  We 
onet  the  Alabama  at  Bahia,  and  several  men  who  had  been  prisoners  on 
board  her  joined  us.  We  then  went  on  our  cruise,  and  soon  afterward 
fell  in  with  the  George  Griswold,  which  was  ransomed.  We  afterward 
met  with  the  bark  Good  Hope,  which  we  b.urnt.  On  the  same  day  we 
fell  in  with  the  J.  W.  Sever,  from  Boston,  which  we  ransomed.  We  put 
the  Good  Hope's  crew  on  board  of  her.  We  then  went  to  the  island  of 
Trinadi  to  coal.  We  waited  there  some  time  for  the  Castor,  when  we 
sighted  a  ship.  We  then  got  up  steam  and  ran  after  her,  and  she  proved 
to  be  the  Constitution  laden  with  coals.  We  loaded  our  vessel  with 
■coal  from  her,  and  took  all  her  small-arms  out,  and  then  burnt  her.    We 
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fell  in  witli  the  City  of  Bath  the  same  day,  which  we  boarded,  and  her 
captain  gave  a  bond.  We  pnt  the  Constitution's  crew  on  board  of  her, 
except  five,  who  joined  us.  We  soon  afterward  fell  in  with  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  which  was  ransomed.  We  then  went  to  Simon's  Bay,  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  where  we  got  the  decks  caulked.  We  staid  at  Simon's  Bay 
about  a  fortnight,  and  on  the  first  night  after  leaving  there  we  met  the 
•John  Watt,  which  we  ransomed.  We  then  steared  northward,  and  about 
the  8th  or  9th  October  we  fell  in  with  the  Bold  Hunter,  which  we 
burnt.  We  put  her  crew  ashore  at  Tenerifife,  where  we  coaled,  and  then 
proceeded  to  Cherbourg,  in  France.  Whilst  we  were  lying  at  Cherbourg 
I  got  twenty-four  hours'  leave  of  absence.  The  paymaster  gave  me  £l,as 
liberty  money.  1  went  ashore,  and  having  got  some  drink,  1  came  back  to 
the  yard  where  the  Georgia  was  lying,  when  I  changed  my  mind  and  went 
back  again  into  the  town,  where  I  met  the  carpenter,  who  gave  me  some 
money  to  pay  my  fare  to  Havre,  and  I  then  came  to  Liverpool  in  the 
Havre  steamer.  On  the  Sunday  before  I  left  Cherbourg  the  captain  of 
the  Georgia  called  us  aft,  and  said  that  he  was  sorry  to  hear  that  some 
of  us  were  dissatisfied  with  the  ship,  but  that  he  had  two  fighting  ships 
coming  over,  and  we  might  join  either  of  them,  and  that  we  should  have 
as  much  fighting  as  we  liked.  The  captain  said  this  to  the  crew  upon 
two  occasions.  On  the  26th  of  November  instant  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's 
office  with  my  wife,  and  saw  the  same  gentleman,  and  asked  for  Mr. 
Jones.  He  asked  me  what  I  wanted  with  him,  and  whether  I  was  one 
of  the  men  belonging  to  the  ship.  I  told  him  I  belonged  to  the  Georgia, 
and  he  asked  me  whether  I  was  going  to  join  the  ship  again.  I  told  him 
that  I  was,  and  asked  him  for  something  on  account  of  my  wages.  He 
told  me  that  he  could  not  pay  it  to  me  then,  but  requested  me  to  call  the 
foUowin  g  morning.  I  then  asked  him  whether  he  could  not  give  me 
something  then,  when  he  said,  "No,  you  must  call  to-morrow."  He 
then  asked  me  whether  I  had  seen  any  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  ship 
in  the  town,  and  I  told  him  that  I  had,  and  he  desired  me  to  look  them 
up  and  bring  them  with  me  to  his  office  to-morrow. 

his 

JOHN  +  STANLEY. 

mark. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  26th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  the  affidavit  having,  in  my  presence,  been  previously  read 
over  to  the  deponent,  who  appeared  perfectly  to  understand  the  same, 
a-nd  made  his  mark  thereto  in  my  presence. 

J.  PEARSON, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


[Iiiclosure  No.  4.] 
'^  Deposition  of  Francis  Glassbrook. 

I,  Francis  Glassbrook,  of  53  Upper  Hill  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  able  seaman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

On  the  27th  March,  last  1  heard  that  some  men  were  wanted  for  a 
steamer  going  to  China,  and  I  went  to  the  Sailors'  Home,  Liverpool,  and 
.shipped  in  the  screw  steamer  Georgia,  under  the  name  of  Francis  Elvers, 
for  a  voyage  to  Singapore  and  back  to  the  United  Kingdom ;  not  to 
exceed  tWo  years.  After  I  signed  articles,  a  tall  gentleman  with  a  black 
mustache  and  an  imperial,  whose  name  I  have  been  informed  and  believe 


524  INSURGENT   CRUISEES. 

is  Eobert  Hyatt,  told  me  to  take  my  clothes  to  Mr.  Jones's  office,  2S 
Chapel  street,  which  I  did.  I  then  received  orders  to  call  the  followiug 
morning  at  his  office,  which  I  did ;  and  the  same  gentleman  told  me  to 
be  at  the  Greenock  steamer  on  the  following  Monday  night  at  5  o'clock. 
I  went  to  the  Greenock  steamer  as  ordered,  and  there  saw  Captain 
Hitchcock  and  Mr.  Jones,  who  was  superintending  the  shipping  of  our 
clothes.  "We  sailed  for  Greenock  that  night,  and  arrived  there  on  the  21st ; 
we  were  then  taken  on  board  of  a  tug-boat,  which  took  us  to  the  Japan, 
or  Georgia-.  On  the  3d  April  we  left  Greenock,  as  was  reported,  upon 
a  trial  trip.  During  the  time  we  were  upon  the  supposed  trial  trip  we 
fell  in  with  a  small  steamer  which  came  alongside  of  us,  and  we  towed 
her  to  Brest,  where  we  came  to  an  anchor.  Whilst  we  were  lying  at 
anchor  at  Brest  the  small  steamer  discharged  a  large  number  of  cases,. 
containing  arms  and  ammunition,  into  the  Japan,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  Jones,  who  came  aboard  the  Japan  froiii  the  small 
steamer.  I  saw  several  of  the  cases  opened,  which  contained  arms.  The 
captain  of  the  Japan  then  put  on  his  uniform,  and  several  officers  came 
on  board  from  the  small  steamer.  The  captain  then  called  all  hands  aft,, 
and  told  us  that  his  vessel  was  going  to  sail  as  a  confederate  cruiser,  and 
told  us  that  those  who  wished  to  join  should  have  £i  10s.  a  month,  and 
£10  bounty.  One  of  the  men  then  asked  him  if  we  should  have  our 
share  of  prize  money,  when  the  captain  told  him  if  thecrew  of  the  Ala- 
bama received  any  prize  money  we  should  get  it.  A  great  many  of  the 
men  refused  to  go ;  but  I  and  about  thirty  others  agreed  to  join,  and 
we  were  then  taken  into  the  cabin  and  signed  articles  again  to  serve  in 
the  Japan,  and  were  each  paid  £10  on  signing,  Mr.  Jones  being  in  the 
cabin  at  the  time  taking  down  the  addresses  of  our  wives.  I  signed 
articles  the  second  time  in  my  right  name.  We  all  signed  for  three 
years,  or  during  the  war.  After  I  signed  articles  I  asked  Captain  Maury 
whether  he  would  give  me  half  pay,  as  I  was  married ;  when  he  took 
down  the  address  of  my  wife,  and  said  that  he  would  leave  instructions 
for  my  half  pay  to  be  paid  to  her.  Mr.  Jones  was  still  in  the  cabin  when. 
I  asked  Captain  Maury  about  my  half  pay.  I  inclosed  my  £10  bounty 
money  in  a  letter  which  I  sent  to  my  wife  by  Mr.  Jones,  and  told  her 
that  she  must  call  and  see  Mr.  Jones,  and  inquire  if  he  had  received 
orders  to  pay  her  my  half  i^ay ;  and  my  wife  called  at  his  office  and 
received  the  money ;  and  she  has  since  called  regularly  every  month  at 
Mr.  Jones's  office,  and  he  has  paid  her  my  half  pay.  I  also  gave  my 
advance  note  to  my  wife,  and  it  was  cashed  at  Mr.  Potter's,  8L  James 
street.  We  left  Brest  on  the  9th  of  April,  and  about  the  25th  we  fell  in 
with  the  Dictator,  from  Liverpool,  bound  to  Hong  Kong  ;  we  ran  close 
up  to  her  and  hove  to,  and  sent  a  boat  aboard  of  her ;  we  then  brought 
her  crew  on  board  the  Japan  and  burnt  her.  We  were  flying  the  Eug- 
lish  ensign  from  leaving  Brest,  but  when  we  got  alongside  the  Dictator 
we  hoisted  the  confederate  flag.  We  then  went  to  the  Western  Islands, 
where  we  found  an  American  man-of-war  at  anchor,  which  had  arrived 
before  us;  we  then  went  to  Bahia,  where  we  landed  the  crew  of  the  Dic- 
tator, except  six,  who  had  agreed  to  join  the  Japan;  we  there  met  the 
bark  Castor,  and  took  in  coals  from  her ;  whilst  we  were  taking  in  the 
coals  we  were  stopped  by  the  authorities,  and  we  had  to  get  the  remain- 
der of  our  coals  from  shore ;  after  we  finished  coaling,  several  men  who 
had  been  prisoners  on  board  the  Alabama  joined  us,  and  we  then  went 
on  our  cruise.  We  fell  in  with  the  George  Griswold,  from  Liverpool  to 
Eio  Janeiro,  and  sent  a  boat  to  her ;  we  did  not  burn  this  vessel,  her 
captain  having  given  a  bond ;  we  then  fell  in  with  the  bark  Good  Hope, 
from  Boston  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  we  burnt.  On  the  same 
day  we  fell  in  with  the  J.  W.  Sever,  from  Boston,  which  was  ransomed ; 
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we  placed  the  crew  of  the  Good  Hope  on  board  of  her;  we  then  pro- 
ceeded to  a  desolate  island  called  Trinadi,  where  we  expected  to  meet 
the  Castor ;  after  lying  there  a  week,  the  Castor  not  having  made  her 
appearance,  we  sighted  a  ship,  which  proved  to  be  the  Constitution,  from 
ITev?^  York,  laden  with  coals ;  we  filled  our  vessel  with  coals  from  her, 
and  then  burnt  her.    During  the  time  we  were  taking  in  coals  from  the 
Constitution,  we  fell  in  with  the  City  of  Bath,  which  we  boarded,  and 
ransomed ;  several  of  the  crew  of  the  Constitution  also  joined  the  Japan, 
and  we  put  the  remainder  on  board  of  the  City  of  Bath.    We  then  cruised 
about,  and  in  about  a  week  we  fell  in  with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which 
was  also  ransomed.    We  then  went  to  Simon's  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
where  we  got  the  decks  caulked  and  coaled.    After  staying  there  about 
a  fortnight,  we  left  and  steered  towards  England,  and  on  the  first  night 
after  leaving  we  fell  in  with  the  John  Watt,  which  we  learnt  had  been 
previously  boarded  by  the  Vanderbilt ;  we  did  not  burn  the  John  Watt, 
her  captain  having  given  a  bond.    We  then  steered  northward,  and  on 
the  9th  October  we  fell  in  with  the  Bold  Hunter,  which  we  burnt  on 
the  10th  ;  we  put  her  crew  ashore  at  Teneriffe.     We  coaled  at  Tenerifte, 
and  then  proceeded  to  Cherbourg,  in  France,  where  we  remained  about 
a  week.    I  left  the  Japan  at  Cherbourg,  having  got  leave  of  absence  for 
a  week.      I   got  £10  from  the  purser  as  liberty  money.      On  the 
Saturday  previous  to  my  leaving  Cherbourg  for  Liverpool  the  captain 
of  the  Japan,  Mr.  Maury,  called  all  hands  aft  and  said,  "  Well,  my  men, 
I  hear  that  a  great  many  of  you  are  dissatisfied  with  the  vessel,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  hear  that  some  of  you  want  to  leave  her ;  I  do  not  wish  to 
part  with  any  of  you,  being  such  a  good  crew ;  I  have  stuck  to  my  bar- 
gain with  you,  and  I  liope  you  will  all  stick  to  yours."    One  of  the  men 
then  said  to  the  captain  that  we  did  not  wish  to  leave  the  service ;  we 
were  all  dissatisfied  with  the  ship,  and  wanted  to  be  on  board  of  a  ship 
more  able  to  fight.    The  captain  then  said  that  we  should  have  two  fight- 
ing ships  before  very  long,  and  we  should  have  as  much  fighting  as  we 
could  do  with.     Several  of  the  men  then  spoke  about  leaving  for  Liver- 
pool, when  the  captain  said  he  had  no  orders  yet  to  grant  leave  to  any 
of  us,  but  that  he  was  going  to  Paris  that  night  to  see  his  superior,  and 
on  his  return  he  would  give  us  further  information.    On  his  return  from 
Paris,  he  again  called  us  aft,  and  said  that  he  had  got  very  good  news 
from  Paris ;  that  he  could  give  us  leave  for  a  short  time,  but  that  he 
could  not  part  with  any  of  us ;  but  that  if  any  of  us  could  not  agree 
among  ourselves,  we  might  join  either  of  the  two  vessels  which  he 
had  coming. 

On  my  return  to  Liverpool  I  went  to  Mr.  Jones's  ofiace,  in  Chapel  street, 
and  asked  him  kow  I  was  to  get  back  to  the  Japan ;  but  he  denied  all 
knowledge  of  the  vessel,  and  advised  me  to  write  to  the  captain.  On  the 
21st  day  of  November,  instant,  I  again  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  offlce  in 
company  with  Benjamin  Conolly,  and  saw  the  gentleman  with  the  mus- 
tache. I  asked  for  Mr.  Jones,  and  the  gentleman  then  asked  me  if  I  be- 
longed to  the  Florida;  I  replied,  no,  I  belonged  to  the  Georgia;  he  then 
said  that  he  had  news  for  us,  and  wanted  us  to  go  back  to  the  ship;  I 
then  asked  him  if  he  could  give  me  my  half  pay,  when  he  said  that  my 
half  pay  was  waiting,  in  the  oflice,  for  my  wife,  and  that  he  would  not 
pay  it  to  any  one  but  her;  I  then  informed  him  that  my  wife  was  ill, 
and  asked  him  if  I  got  her  to  sign  a  receipt  for  the  money  whether  he 
would  pay  it  to  me ;  when  he  said  he  would,  and  he  directed  the  boy  to 
make  out  a  receipt  for  the  half  i)ay ;  I  took  thereceii)t  home  to  my  wife, 
and  she  made  her  mark  to  it  in  the  presence  of  my  mother,  and  I  after- 
ward took  it  to  Mr.  Jones's  office,  and  the  clerk  paid  me  the  money. 
The  same  clerk  then  told  me  to  call  at  the  oflice  again  at  3  o'clock,  and 
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I  did  call  at  that  time,  when  he  requested  me  to  be  at  the  Havre  boat, 
on  the  following  Monday  morning,  at  8  o'clock,  as  he  wanted  me  to  join 
the  ship  again,  and  he  wonld  then  pay  my  passage  to  Cherbourg.  I 
went  to  the  Havre  boat,  as  directed,  on  Monday  morning,  the  23d  of 
November,  instant,  and  saw  there  Frank  Barrow,  the  yeoman  of  the 
Georgia,  or  Japan,  who  introduced  me  to  a  strange  clerk  from  Jones's 
ofSce ;  he  was  a  young  man,  about  five  feet  seven  or  eight  inches  high, 
without  any  whiskers,  and  whose  name  I  have  been  informed  and  be- 
lieve is  John  Wilding.  The  clerk  said  to  me  that  he  did  not  think  I 
was  going  to  come,  as  I  was  late ;  I  then  asked  him  if  I  was  to  go  back 
to  the  Georgia,  and  he  said  yes ;  I  then  asked  to  whom  was  I  to  report 
myself,  when  Barrow  answered  that  I  was,  of  course,  to  report  myself  to 
one  of  the  deck  officers  when  I  reached  Cherbourg.  The  clerk  then 
asked  me  to  sign  two  j)apers,  which  I  thought  were  receipts  for  the  £3 
which  he  then  gave  me  to  pay  my  passage  round  to  Havre;  I  signed 
the  papers  on  a  bale  of  goods  on  the  dock  quay  ;  the  clerk  then  asked 
me  to  go  on  board  the  Havre  steamer,  but  I  made  an  excuse  that  I 
wanted  to  get  a  glass  of  grog  before  leaving ;  the  clerk  objected  to  my 
going  away,  but  as  I  insisted  upon  going,  he  at  last  consented.  In  the 
schedule  I  have  given  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Georgia. 
The  schedule  referred  to  is :  L.  Maury,  captain,  Chapman,  first  lieuten- 
ant, left  us  at  Cape  Town ;  Mr.  Evans,  second  lieutenant ;  Mr.  Smith, 
third  lieutenant;  Mr.  Ingram,  fourth  lieutenant,  or  sailing-master;  Mr. 
Walker,  passed  midshipman;  Mr.  Morgan,  midshipman;  Mr.  Curtis, 
paymaster ;  William  May,  master-at-arms  ;  George  Stevenson,  sergeant ; 
Henry  J.  Jones,  doctor's  assistant;  Mr.  Pearson,  chief  engineer;  Mr. 
Butler,  second  engineer ;  Smith,  third  engineer,  left  us  at  Cape  Town  ; 
Mr.  Hannon,  fourth  engineer;  Mr.  Kaylor,  gunner;  Mr.  Morton, boat- 
swain ;  Thomas  Williams,  chief  boatswain's  mate ;  Thomas  Williams, 
second  boatswain's  mate;  Thomas  Monk,  fourth  boatswain's  mate; 
Thomas  Call,  captain  of  forecastle;  Prank  Miles,  do;  John  Benson, 
captain  foretop ;  Eobert  Eodway,  captain  maintop ;  Pelix  Morgan,  cap- 
tain after-guard;  William  Williams,  do;  Thomas Hiley, quartermaster; 
James  Hendry,  do ;  William  Jackson,  do ;  William  Dunn,  acting  gun- 
ner; John  Williams,  gunner's  mate;  William  Price,  cook;  Free- 
man, ship's  steward ;  Fleming,  ward-room  steward ;  W.  .Bassett, 

armorer ;  John  Stanley,  cooper ;  Joseph  Seymour,  lives  at  33  Bedford 
street,  Liverpool,  seaman;  Matthews,  painter;  R.  Neil,  carpenter,  and 
Mr.  Ewen,  joiner;  Jerome  Ebrio,  sailmaker;  Alex.  Crozier,  Alex. 
McDonald,  Thompson,  Robinson,  W.  Hays,  Neilson,  Smith,  T.  James, 
Fitzgerald,  Peterson,  John  Lyons,  William  Lloyd,  Hinds,  and  Murray, 
seamen;  W.  Cox,  Ford,  McThien,  and  J.  Clayton,  boys;  Joseph  Hobbs, 
captain  of  the  hold;  Prank  Barrow,  ship's  yeoman;  James  Wilson,  Wil- 
liam CuUen,  John  Allstone,  and  Smith,  seaman ;  John  Brown,  No.  1, 
and  John  Brown,  No.  2,  seamen ;  Bernard  Allen,  John  Dollan,  Thomas 
Jones,  seamen  ;  T.  McChee,  A.  Ellis,  A.  Pantee,  John  McCarthey,  Mi- 
chael Doomy,  William  Davis,  Benjamin  Conolly,  17  Temple  Buildings, 
Liverpool;  Gordon,  Curtis,  Thurston,  Michael  Connor,  Walter  Owen, 
James  Wilson,  John  Williams,  firemen;  Thompson,  ward-room  cook; 
Antonio  Bass,  captain's  cook ;  Mr.  Hunt,  master's  mate ;  J.  Williams, 
gunner's  mate. 

FRANCIS  GLASSBROOK. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  24th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  before  me. 

JUSTLET  PEARSON, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 
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[Inclosure  No.  5.] 
Deposition  of  Benjamin  Conolly. 

Benjamin  Conolly,  of  No.  17  Temple  Buildings,  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  fireman,  makes  oath  and  says  as  follows : 

On  the  27th  of  March  last  I  was  at  the  Sailors'  Home,  Liverpool,  when 
I  met  Mr.  Barnett,  a  shipping  agent,  who  informed  me  that  I  had  a  chance 
of  going  in  a  steamer  which  was  bound  to  Singapore.  Mr.  Barnett  then 
introduced  me  to  Captain  Hitchcock,  who  told  me  tliat  he  would  take  me. 
I  then  signed  articles,  and  a  gentleman  with  a  black  mustache  and  an 
imperial,  whose  name  1  have  been  informed  and  believe  is  Robert  Hyatt, 
came  up  to  me  and  told  me  to  take  my  clothes  down  to  Mr.  Jones's  office, 
28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  which  I  did,  and  there  saw  the  same  gentle- 
man. On  the  following  morning  (Saturday)  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office, 
as  requested,  and  received  my  advance  note.  I  then  received  orders  to 
be  at  the  Greenock  boat  on  the  following  Monday,  at  5  o'clock.  I  went 
to  the  Greenock  steamer,  as  ordered,  and  there  saw  Captain  Hitchcock 
and  Mr.  Jones,  who  was  superintending  the  shipping  our  clothes.  We 
sailed  for  Greenock  that  night,  and  arrived  there  on  the  31st.  We  were 
taken  on  board  of  a  tug-boat,  which  took  us  to  the  Japan,  or  Georgia. 
On  the  3d  of  April  we  left  Greenock,  as  was  reported,  ui^on  a  trial  trip, 
and  whilst  we  were  on  the  supposed  trial  trip  we  fell  in  with  a  steamer 
which  brought  us  several  more  hands,  provisions,  and  clothing.  We 
afterwards  fell  in  with  another  small  steamer,  which  we  towed  to  Brest, 
and  she  there  discharged  a  great  many  cases,  containing  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, into  the  Japan,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Jones,  who  came 
on  board  of  the  Japan  from  the  small  steamer  whilst  we  were  lying  at 
anchor  at  Brest.  1  know  the  cases  contained  arms  and  ammunition 
because  1  assisted  in  opening  several  of  them.  Both  the  arms  and  am- 
munition cases  were  marked  Alderney,  and  the  muskets  were  marked 
Blakeley.  After  we  got  the  cases  on  board,  the  captain  of  the  Japan 
came  aft  dressed  in  uniform,  (a  gray  uniform,)  with  the  letters  C.  S.  N. 
on  the  buttons,  and  called  all  hands  to  him,  and  told  us  that  we  were 
going  to  sail  under  the  confederate  flag ;  that  we  should  have  £10  bounty, 
and  £i  10s.  a  month  wages  if  we  joined.  He  also  said  we  should  have 
prize  money  if  the  Alabama's  crew  received  it.  Whilst  the  captain  of 
the  Japan  was  addressing  us,  Mr.  Jones  was  standing  close  to  him,  and 
he  afterwards  came  among  us  endeavoring  to  induce  us  to  join.  Mr. 
Jones  came  to  me  and  asked  if  I  would  join,  but  I  refused ;  and  Mr.  Jones 
told  me  that  I  was  throwing  a  good  chance  away ;'  that  it  was  an  excel- 
lent chance  for  me  to  make  my  fortune ;  that  I  should  have  plenty  of 
money ;  and  he  at  last  induced  me  to  join.  Those  who  agreed  to  join 
them  went  into  the  cabin  of  the  Japan.  Mr.  Jones  was  in  the  cabin  and 
taking  down  the  addresses  of  the  men's  wives  who  received  half  pay.  I 
was  paid  £10  bounty  upon  signing  articles.  We  joined  for  three  years, 
or  during  the  war  with  the  North.  We  left  Brest  on  the  night  of  the  9th 
of  April,  and  about  the  25th  we  fell  in  with  the  Dictator,  from  Liverpool, 
and  boarded  her,  and  then  brought  the  crew  on  board  the  Japan  and 
burnt  her.  We  then  went  to  the  Western  Islands,  where  we  found  an 
American  man-of-war  lying  at  anchor,  the  name  of  which,  I  think,  was 
the  Mohican.  We  then  went  to  Bahia  and  landed  the  crew  of  the  Dic- 
tator there,  except  a  few  who  had  agreed  to  join  us.  We  met  the  bark 
Castor  at  Bahia,  and  took  in  coals  from  her.  Whilst  we  were  taking  in 
coals  we  were  stopped  by  the  authorities,  and  got  the  remainder  of  our 
coals  from  shore.     Several  men,  who  had  been  prisoners  on  board  the 
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Alabama,  joined  us  at  Bahia,  and  we  theu  went  on  our  cruise.  We  soon 
afterwards  fell  in  with  the  George  Griswold,  which  was  ransomed,  her 
captain  having  given  a  bond.  We  also  fell  in  with  the  bark  Good  Hope, 
from  Boston,  which  we  burnt.  On  the  same  day  we  boarded  the  J.  W. 
Sever,  from  Boston,  which  was  ransomed.  We  put  the  crew  of  the 
Good  Hope  on  board  of  her.  We  then  proceeded  to  the  island  of 
Trinadi,  where  we  had  arranged  to  meet  the  Oastor  to  coal.  After  lying 
there  about  a  week,  waiting  for  the  Castor,  we  sighted  the  Constitution, 
from  New  York,  laden  with  coals,  which  we  boarded,  and  after  filling 
our  vessel  with  coals  from  her  we  burnt  her.  During  the  time  we  were 
taking  in  coals  we  fell  in  with  the  City  of  Bath,  which  was  also  ran- 
somed. We  placed  the  Constitution's  crew  on  board  of  the  City  of  Bath, 
except  about  six,  who  agreed  to  join  us.  In  about  a  week  afterward  we 
fell  in  with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which  was  ransomed.  We  then  went 
to  Simon's  Bay,  where  we  got  the  decks  caulked ;  after  leaving  Simon's 
Bay,  we  fell  in  with  the  John  Watt,  which  we  also  ransomed.  We  then 
steered  northward,  and  about  the  9th  of  October  we  fell  in  with  the  Bold 
Hunter,  which  we  burnt  the  following  day.  We  put  her  crew  ashore  at 
Teneriffe,  where  we  coaled.  We  then  started  for  Cherbourg  in  Prance, 
where  we  arrived  about  the  28th  of  October  last.  I  left  the  Japan  iu 
Cherbourg,  (government  dock  yard,)  and  arrived  in  Liverpool  on  the  30th. 
I  got  a  week's  leave  of  absence,  and  received  £20  liberty  money.  '  On 
the  Sunday  previous  to  my  leaving  Cherbourg  for  Liverpool,  the  captain 
of  the  Japan,  Mr.  Maury,  called  all  hand?  aft  and  said,  "  Well,  my  men, 
I  hear  that  a  great  many  of  you  are  dissatisfied  with  the  vessel,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  hear  that  some  of  you  want  to  leave  her.  I  do  not  wish  to 
part  with  any  of  you,  being  such  a  good  crew.  I  have  stuck  to  my  bar- 
gain with  you,  and  I  hope  you  will  stick  to  yours."  One  of  the  men 
then  said  to  the  captain,  "  We  did  not  wish  to  leave  the  service ;  we  were 
all  dissatisfied  with  the  ship,  and  wanted  to  go  on  board  of  a  ship  more 
able  to  fight."  The  captain  then  said,  "  That  we  should  have  two  fight- 
ing ships  before  very  long,  and  we  should  have  as  much  fighting  as  we 
could  do  with."  Several  of  the  men  then  spoke  about  leaving  for  Liv- 
erpool, when  the  captain  said,  ','  He  had  no  orders  yet  to  grant  leave  to 
any  of  us,  but  tltat  he  was  going  to  Paris  that  night  to  see  his  superior, 
and  on  his  return  he  would  give  us  further  information."  On  his  return 
from  Paris  he  again  called  us  aft,  and  said,  "  That  he  had  got  very  good 
news  for  us  from  Paris ;  that  he  could  give  us  leave  for  a  short  time,  but 
that  he  could  not  part  with  any  of  us ;  but  that  if  any  of  us  could  not 
agiree  among  ourselves  we  might  join  either  of  the  two  vessels  which  he 
had  coming."  On  Monday  last,  the  16th  of  November,  I  called  at  Mr. 
Jones's  office,  in  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  and  asked  him  how  I  was  to 
get  back  to  the  Japan,  when  he  told  me  to  call  again  in  a  day  or  two  and 
he  would  pay  my  passage  to  France.  Upon  signing  articles,  I  received 
an  advance  note  for  two  pounds,  which  was  signed  Jones  &  Co.,  28  Chapel 
street,  Liverxjool.  I  got  the  note  cashed  at  Jacob's,  in  Paradise  street. 
None  of  the  crew  of  the  Japan  received  any  half-pay  notes,  the  cap- 
tain having  given  instructions  for  the  half  pay  to  be  paid  by  his 
agents  in  England  to  the  men's  wives,  whose  addresses  the  captaiu 
took  at  the  time  we  signed  articles.  On  the  21st  November,  instant. 
I  again  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office,  in  company  with  Francis  (jlass- 
brook,  and  again  saw  the  same  gentleman,  who  asked  us  if  we  belonged 
to  the  Florida.  We  told  him  no,  we  belonged  to  the  Georgia.  He  then 
said  he  had  news  for  us,  and  wanted  us  to  go  back  to  the  ship.  I  asked 
him  if  he  could  allow  me  half  pay,  w^hen  he  asked  me  if  1  was  married. 
I  told  him  I  was  not  married,  and  he  then  said  he  could  not  give  me 
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half  pay.  He  then  told  me  to  call  again  at  3  o'clock,  and  I  did  attend  at 
that  time,  when  he  gave  me  orders  to  be  at  the  Havre  boat  on  the  fol- 
lowing Monday  morning,  at  8  o'clock,  to  join  the  ship  again,  and  he  would 
pay  my  passage  money  to  Cherbourg.  I  went  to  the  Havre  boat,  as  di- 
rected, Monday  morning,  the  23d  November,  instant,  and  saw  Frank 
Barrow,  the  yeoman  of  the  Georgia,  who  introduced  me  to  a  strange  clerk 
from  Jones's  office.  He  was  a  young  man,  about  the  middle  height, 
without  a  beard,  and  whose  name  I  have  been  informed  and  believe  is 
John  Wilding.  The  clerk  then  said  to  me  that  he  did  not  think  I  was 
coming,  as  I  was  so  late.  I  then  asked  him  if  I  was  to  go  back  to  the 
Georgia,  and  he  said  yes.  I  then  asked  him  to  whom  was  I  to  report 
myself;  when  Barrow  answered  that  I  was,  of  course,  to  report  myself  to 
one  of  the  deck  officers  when  I  reached  Cherbourg.  The  clerk  then  asked 
me  to  sign  two  papers,  which  we  thought  were  receipts  for  £3,  which  he 
gave  us  to  pay  our  i)assage  round  to  Havre.  I  signed  the  receipts  on  a 
bale  of  goods  on  the  dock  quay.  The  clerk  then  asked  me  to  go  on  board 
the  steamer,  when  I  made  an  excuse  that  I  wanted  to  get  a  glass  of  grog 
with  Glassbrook  before  I  left.  The  clerk  objected  to  our  leaving,  but  he 
at  last  consented. 

BEKJAMIK  COIsrOLLT. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  24th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  before  me. 

J.  PEARSON, 

A  Commissioner,  &c. 


[Inclosure  No.  6.] 
Deposition  of  Catherine  Stanley. 

I,  Catherine  Stanley,  of  No.  26  Court,  Oriel  street,  Vauxhall  road, 
Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  wife  of  John  Stanley,  of  the  same 
place,  cooper,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows  : 

I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office  about  the  12th  of  April  last,  as  directed 
by  my  husband,  for  the  balance  of  his  advance  note,  when  I  saw  a  gen- 
tleman with  a  mustache,  who  paid  me  the  money.  My  husband  had 
previously  taken  me  to  Jones's  office  and  informed  this  gentleman  I  was 
his  wife.  About  the  9th  of  April  last  I  received  a  letter  from  my  hus- 
band, then  cooper  of  the  steamer  Georgia,  which  letter  is  hereunto  an- 
nexed, marked  A,  informing  me  that  he  had  shipped  in  that  vessel  for 
three  years,  and  that  he  had  sent  £10  for  me  by  Mr.  Jones,  and  desiring 
me  to  call  upon  him  and  receive  it,  and  make  arrangements  about  the 
half  pay.  I  went  to  Mr.  Jones's  office  the  day  I  received  the  letter  and 
saw  an  elderly  gentleman,  with  a  reddish  face,  whom  I  have  since  been 
informed  was  Mr.  Jones.  He  asked  me  what  I  was  going  to  do  with  all 
that  money ;  that  it  was  quite  unexpected  for  me  to  get  it,  and  told  me 
that  if  my  husband  stoppied  with  the  ship  until  the  end  of  three  years  I 
should  be  independent.  He  then  said  that  he  had  not  sufficient  money 
in  the  office  to  pay  me  then,  and  told  me  to  call  the  next  day.  Mr.  Jones 
also  told  me  that  I  should  get  half  pay.  I  called  the  next  day  and  saw 
a  tall  gentleman  with  a  mustache,  who  paid  me  the  £10,  and  I  signed 
a  receipt  for  it.  The  gentleman  then  told  me  to  call  on  the  13th  of  June 
for  half  pay.  I  did  call  on  the  13th  of  June,  and  saw  the  same  gentle- 
man, who  paid  me  the  money  himself.  I  have  called  at  Jones's  office 
regularly  every  month  up  to  the  13th  October  last,  and  have  been  paid 
34  A  0 — vr 
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the  half  pay;  the  same  gentleman  sometimes  paid  it  to  me,  and  some- 
times the  boy  paid  it.  I  called  on  the  14th  November,  instant,  as  usual, 
for  the  half  pay,  when  I  saw  the  same  gentleman,  who  told  me  that  he 
had  no  orders  yet  to  pay  me.  He  said  that  he  had  sent  a  telegraphic 
message  about  the  matter,  and  he  had  no  reply  yet.  He  told  me  to  call 
next  day,  which  I  did,  but  did  not  get  any  money,  and  I  called  daily  up 
to  the  18th  November,  instant,  on  which  day  the  boy  paid  me  the  money. 

OATHERINE  STANLEY. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  26th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  before  me. 

J.  PEARSON, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  Englantl. 


A. 


APRIL  7,  1863. 


Dear  Wife  :  I  write  this  from  a  by-port  in  France,  where  we  are 
taking  in  stores,  and  I  am  going  in  the  ship,  and  I  am  sending  you  £10 
to  Jones's  office,  and  I  want  you  to  go  and  receive  it  when  you  get  this, 
and  half  pay,  £2  10s.  I  have  shipped  for  three  years,  and  you  must 
not  think  the  time  long.  God  bless  you  and  the  little  children,  and  give 
them  a  kiss  for  me.  Goodnight,  and  God  bless  you.  Give  my  love  to 
iny  sister  and  all  inquiring  friends.  No  more  at  present,  from  your 
affectionate  husband, 

JOHN  STANLEY. 

This  is  the  letter  marked  "A,"  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Catherine  Stanley. 
Sworn  before  me  this  26th  November,  1863. 

J.  PEARSON,  Commissioner^  &c. 


[Iiiolosure  No.  7.] 
Deposition  of  Cecilia  Glassbroolc. 

I,  Cecilia  Glassbrook,  of  53  Upper  Hill  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  wife  of  Francis  Glassbrook,  of  the  same  place,  able  seaman, 
make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

About  the  10th  of  April  last  I  received  a  note  from  my  husband, 
Francis  Glassbrook,  then  a  seaman  on  board  the  steamer  Georgia,  which 
letter  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A,  desiring  me  to  call  at  Mr.  Jones's 
office,  28  Chapel  Street,  Liverpool,  and  received  from  him  £10,  and  to 
make  arrangement.^  for  receiving  my  husband's  half-pay.  On  the  13th 
April  the  M'ife  of  a  seaman  on  board  the  Georgia,  who  had  been  to  Mr. 
Jones's  office  for  her  money,  called  upon  me  and  told  me  to  call  at  Mr. 
Jones's  office,  which  I  did  the  same  day,  and  received  the  £10  from  a  tall 
gentleman  with  a  black  mustache  and  an  imperial.  The  same  gentle- 
man then  told  me  to  call  in  two  months  from  that  day  to  receive  mj' 
husband's  half  pay.  I  asked  the  gentleman  whether  he  could  not  give 
me  a  half-pay  note,  when  he  replied,  "No;  you  won't  want  a  note  when 
you  receive  the  money  here."  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office  on  the  13th 
day  of  the  first  month  after  my  husband  sailed  for  my  husband's  half 
pay,  having  heard  that  the  wife  of  another  seaman  on  board  the 
Georgia  was  receiving  her  half  pay  that  day,  when  I  saw  the  same  gen- 
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tleman,  who  informed  me  that  he  did  not  think  I  conhl  get  it  then  as 
they  had  received  no  news  from  the  ship,  and  requested  me  to  call  on 
the  13th  of  the  next  month.  I  did  accordingly  call  on  the  13th  day  of  the 
second  month  after  my  husband  sailed,  and  again  saw  the  same  gentle- 
man, and  he  directed  the  boy  to  pay  me  my  half  pay,  which  he  did.  I 
then  asked  the  same  gentleman  whether  1  could  see  Mr,  Jones,  as  I  had 
a  letter  to  send  to  my  husband,  but  he  said  he  could  send  it  without 
troubling  Mr.  Jones.  There  was  an  elderly  gentleman  with  gray  hair 
and  whiskers  standing  close  to  him  at  this  time,  whom  I  have  always 
been  led  to  believe  was  Mr.  Jones.  I  have  called  regularly  every  month 
at  Mr.  Jones's  of&ce,  and  have  received  my  husband's  half  pay,  the  gen- 
tleman whom  I  saw  on  the  first  occasion  having  each  time  directed  the 
boy  to  pay  it  to  me.  On  the  1 3th  day  of  November,  instant,  I  called,  as 
usual,  at  Mr.  Jones's  office  for  my  husband's  half  pay,  when  the  boy  in- 
formed me  that  I  could  not  get  it  that  day,  and  must  call  on  the  following 
Monday.  I  did  attend  on  the  following  Monday,  between  13  and  1  o'clock, 
and  the  boy  Informed  me  that  he  could  not  pay  me  imtil  he  had  received 
a  reply  to  a  telegraphic  message  which  had  been  sent  to  London.  I 
waited  at  the  office  until  nearly  five  that  evening,  when  the  boy  informed 
me  that  they  closed  the  office  at  six,  and  that  I  had  better  call  early 
next  day.  On  the  following  day  I  was  taken  ill  and  unable  to  go.  On 
Saturday  last  my  husband  brought  a  receipt  for  the  last  half  pay,  and 
told  me  that  Mr.  Jones  would  not  pay  it  to  him  unless  I  signed  the  receipt, 
and  I  made  my  mark  to  such  a  receipt  in  the  presence  of  my  mother-in- 
law.  The  letter  marked  B,  hereunto  annexed,  I  received  from  my  hus- 
band whilst  he  was  in  Greenock,  and  the  letter  marked  C,  also  hereunto 
annexed,  I  received  from  him  whilst  he  was  on  board  the  Georgia. 

her 

CECILIA  +  GLASBROOK. 

mark. 

Sworn  at  Liverijool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  24th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  this  affidavit  having  in  my  presence  been  previously  read 
over  to  the  deponent,  who  appeared  perfectly  to  understand  the  same, 
and  made  her  mark  thereto  in  my  presence. 

J.  BUSHBLL, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


Apkil  7,  1863. 
Dear  Wite  :  I  could  not  get  a  chance  to  write  to  you  before.  I  did 
write  one  letter  to  you.  I  hope  you  got  it.  Dear  Celia,  I  have  shij)ped 
in  this  ship  and  got  £10  bounty,  and  £1 10s.  per  month,  and  I  have  left 
you  half  pay.  When  you  receive  this  go  to  Jones's  office  and  you  will 
receive  £10,  and  he  will  give  you  half  pay,  and  ask  him  how  you  are 
going  to  write  to  me.  Dear  Celia,  when  you  get  this  money  start  in 
some  kind  of  business;  Give  my  love  to  father  and  mother,  Stephen 
and  uncle,  and  tell  them  I  hope  I  will  be  soon  home  again.  I  have 
shipped  for  the  war,  in  my  own  name.  I  have  not  got  time  to  say  more, 
but  good-night  and  God  bless  you. 
I  remain  your  ever-loving, 

FEANCIS  GLASSBEOOK. 

This  is  the  letter  marked  "A,"  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Cecilia  Glassbrook. 
Sworn  before  me  this  21th  day  of  November,  1863. 

J.  BUSHELL. 
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B. 

Greenock,  April  1. 

Dear,  Wife  :  I  have  arrived  safe  on  yesterday  about  3  o'clock  after 
a  good  passage.  We  have  uot  heard  where  we  are  going  to  yet,  but  we 
think  we  are  going  to  Nassau,  or  else  to  meet  the  Alabama.  I  never  got 
ashore  yet,  so  I  did  not  get  the  money,  nor  did  I  see  Lizzie.  I  can't  tell 
when  we  are  going  to  sail.  Give  my  love  to  father,  mother,  Stephen, 
and  uncle. 

I  remain  your  loving  husbaud, 

F.  GLASSBROOK. 

This  is  the  letter  marked  "  B,"  referred  to  in  the  annexed  afiidavit  of 
Cecilia  Glassbrook. 

Sworn  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  1863. 

J.  BUSHELL. 

c. 

Ship  Georoia,  May  14, 1863. 

Dearest  Celia  :  You  must  be  very  anxious  to  get  a  few  lines  from  me 
to  know  how  I  am  getting  on,  but  you  can  make  yourself  at  ease,  for  I 
am  very  well,  and  could  be  very  happy  if  I  could  hear  from  you,  or 
even  to  know  you  are  well  and  comfortable.  Dearest  Oelia,  I  hope  you 
had  no  trouble  to  get  the  money  from  Jones.  You  know  that  you  was  to 
receive  £3  10s.  in  the  name  of  Frank  Elvers,  and  £10  in  that  of  Francis 
Glassbrook,  and  likewise  £2  5s.  a  month  half  pay.  Dearest  Celia,  I  am 
afraid  we  will  not  do  so  well  as  the  Alabama,  but  we  must  be  content. 
I  should  like  to  hear  how  the  war  is  getting  on,  or  when  it  is  likely  to 
be  over.  We  shall  be  discharged  as  soon  as  it  is  done.  You  need  not 
fret  about  me  being  taken  by  the  Yankees,  for  your  half  pay  goes  on 
still.  Dearest  Celia,  I  wish  you  to  go  to  Jones  and  ask  him  how  you  are 
to  write  to  me,  and  he  will  put  you  in  the  way  of  writing  to  me.  I  hope 
my  father  and  mother,  Stephen,  and  uncle  are  well.  I  dare  say  my  i^oor 
mother  is  fretting  about  me.  Eemember  me  to  your  sister  Anne  and 
her  children,  and  I  hope  she  has  heard  good  news  from  her  husband. 
I  hope  Stephen  is  a  good  boy  and  keeping  steady.  If  anything  should 
happen  to  him,  I  hope  you  will  look  to  my  mother  as  long  as  you  have 
a  shilling,  for  if  you  love  me  you  are  sure  to  be  kind  to  my  mother.  I 
don't  see  as  I  have  any  more  to  say  at  present,  only  that  we  are  all  well, 
and  ready  to  take  the  first  Yankee  ship  that  comes  in  our  way.  I  dare 
say  there  is  a  great  talk  in  England  about  us,  but  the  newspapers  can 
tell  you  more  than  I  can. 

I  shall  conclude  by  remaining  still  your  ever-loving  husband, 

FRANCIS  GLASSBROOK. 

This  is  the  letter  marked  "  C,"  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Cecilia  Glassbrook. 
Sworn  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  1863. 

JOHN  BUSHELL. 


[Inclosure  No.  8.] 
Deposition  of  Daniel  Conolly. 

I,  Daniel  Conolly,  of  17  Temple  Buildings,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster-,  porter,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 
About  three  weeks  after  my  son,  Benjamin   Conolly,  sailed  in  the 
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steamer  Japan,  I  received  a  letter  through  the  post  office  from  Messrs. 
Jones  &  Co.,  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  requesting  me  to  call  at  their 
office,  as  my  son  Benjamin  had  seat  £9  for  me,  and  desiring  me  to  call 
for  the  money.  I  called  at  Jones's  office  the  day  after  I  received  the 
note,  and  saw  a.  gentleman  with  a  mustache,  and  showed  him  the 
letter,  when  he  paid  me  the  money,  a  £5  note  and  £4  in  gold,  and  I 
signed  a  large  sheet  of  paper  containing  the  names  of  many  persons. 
I  signed  under  my  son's  name.  I  believe  this  paper  was  a  list  of  the 
crew  of  the  Japan.  The  note  had  the  name  of  Jones  &  Co.  written  on 
the  back  of  it.  I  got  the  note  changed  in  Dale  street.  The  gentleman 
took  the  letter  from  me  and  put  it  on  the  file. 

DA]SriEL  COKOLLT. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  &c.,  30th  ISTovember,  1863,  before  me. 

J.  PEAESOIST,  A  Commissioner,  &c. 


[Inclosure  No.  9.] 
Deposition  of  Eliza  Conolly. 

I,  Eliza  Conolly,  of  17  Temple  Buildings,  Liverpool,  in  the  cotinty  of 
Lancaster,  spinster,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

On  the  27th  day  of  November,  instant,  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office, 
28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  to  inquire  whether  he  could  tell  me  where 
I  could  find  my  brother,  Benjamin  Conolly,  who  had  joined  the  steamer 
Jax^an,  when  I  saw  a  gentleman  with  a  mustache,  and  asked  him  if  that 
office  was  Mr.  Jones's,  when  he  said  it  was.  I  then  asked  him  whether 
he  could  tell  me  if  my  brother,  Benjamin  Conolly,  had  joined  his  ship  any 
day  this  week,  when  he  said  he  had  not ;  aud  he  then  asked  what  was 
my  reason  for  inquiring,  when  I  replied  that  I  was  his  sister,  and  thought 
it  very  strange  that  he  had  not  written  to  us,  and  I  also  told  him  that 
my  brother  had  promised  to  leave  my  father  half  pay.  I  then  told  him 
that  my  brother  had  left  home  between  6  and  7  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  Monday  last  to  join  his  ship,  when  the  gentleman  said  he  knew  that 
he  had,  and  that  he  had  sent  one  of  his  clerks  down  to  the  Havre 
steamer  to  see  him  and  G-lassbrook  on  board,  and  that  they  got  £3  each 
from  his  clerk  and  then  they  both  bolted.  He  then  called  an  elderly 
gentleman,  and  said  to  him  that  I  was  inquiring  for  those  two  vagabonds 
who  had  run  away  ou  Monday.  He  then  asked  whether  I  knew  Class- 
brook,  when  I  replied  that  I  did  not ;  and  he  said  I  had  better  go  to 
Glassbrook's  house  and  see  whether  my  brother  was  there.  1  asked  for 
Glassbrook's  address,  and  he  began  to  write  it  down,  when  the  elderly 
gentleman  stopped  him  and  said  he  was  not  to  give  it  to  me. 

ELIZA  CONOLLY. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  30th  day  of 
November,  1863,  before  me. 

J.  PEARSOF, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  December  9,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  7th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  United  States  con- 
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sul  at  Liverpool,  covering  a  number  of  depositions,  wliicli  you  state  all 
go  to  establish  in  the  clearest  manner  the  existence  of  a  regular  office 
at  Liverpool  for  the  enlistment  and  payment  of  British  subjects,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  war  against  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
United  States;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  the  papers 
shall  be  considered  by  Her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  hnmble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  tt-c,  d-c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  11,  1804. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copies 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool, 
and  of  the  deposition  of  Thomas  Matthews,  going  most  clearly  to  estab- 
lish the  proof  of  the  agency  of  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co.  in  enlisting  and 
paying  British  subjects  in  this  kingdom  to  carry  on  war  against  the 
United  States. 

I  pray  your  lordship,  »&c.,  &c., 

CHAKLES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Exjssbll,  die,  &g.^  &c. 


[Iiiclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ua'ited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  January  9, 18  j4. 
Sir  :  Eeferring  to  dispatches  from  myself  to  j-ou,  one  dated  December 
1,  1863,  and  the  other  on  the  6th  instant,  and  the  connection  of  Jones 
«&  Co.,  of  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  ia  fitting  ouf  the  pirate  Georgia 
and  enlisting  men  in  Liverpool  for  this  vessel,  I  have  now  to  inform  you 
that  this  same  firm,  in  connection  with  one  Charles  Mattman,  of  Eustace 
street,  in  Liver]3ool,  an  Englishman,  belonging  to  the  naval  reserve,  on 
the  29th  of  December  last,  enlisted  in  Liverpool  for  the  said  steamer 
Georgia,  now  at  Cherbourg,  and  the  steamer  Florida,  now  at  Brest, 
some  twenty-one  British  seamen,  and  on  the  same  day  conveyed  them 
from  Liverpool  in  a  steamer  bound  for  Havre.  I  inclose  you  a  coijy  of 
Thomas  Matthews'  affidavit,  one  of  the  men  that  shipped  and  went  to 
Havre,  establishing  the  above  facts.  You  will  see  that  two  of  the  men 
so  shipped,  named  George  King  and  Thomas  Smith,  belonged  to  the  naval 
reserve.  The  affidavit  also  discloses  the  fact  that  the  firm  of  Jones  «& 
Co.  paid  half  .the  wages  earned  by  the  witness,  while  on  board  of  the 
Georgia,  to  his  wife  here  in  Liverpool,  the  last  payment  of  which  was 
made  to  her  on  the  13th  of  December  last,  while  her  husband  was  at  his 
home  in  Liverpool ;  and  that  they  have  been  boarding  the  men  from  this 
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vessel,  or  at  least  one  of  them,  here  in  Liverpool  since  the  vessel  has 
been  at  Cherbourg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


[InolosureNo.  2.] 

Deposition  of  Thomas  Matthews. 

I,  Thomas  Matthews,  of  !No.  37  Gloucester  street,  Liverpool,  painter, 
make  oath  and  say :  In  the  month  of  March,  1863, 1  was  lodging  with 
Mr.  Charles  Mattman,  of  Eustace  street,  Liverpool,  and  was  informed 
by  him  that  there  was  a  chance  for  me  to  go  to  China  in  the  Japan,  for 
a  two  years'  voyage.  I  understood  that  the  vessel  was  not  going  to 
China,  although  she  would  be  entered  out  for  that  place.  He  also  told 
me  that  there  was  a  good  chance  for  me  to  make  plenty  of  money.  I 
agreed  to  go  in  her,  and  ,Mr.  Mattman  and  myself  left  Liverpool  for 
Greenock,  where  the  Japan  was  lying.  About  the  28th  or  29th  of  March 
last  I  signed  articles  for  two  years,  at  £4  10s.  a  month,  and  joined  the 
Japan  on  the  1st  of  April.  We  left  Greenock  on  the  2d  of  April,  and 
after  we  had  been  at  sea  about  eight  or  nine  days  we  fell  in  with  a  small 
steamer  called  the  Alar,  which  followed  us  to  Ushant  Bay,  where  we 
took  in  cases  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  her.  Mr.  Jones,  of  Chapel 
street,  Liverpool,  came  on  board  the  Japan  from  the  Alar,  with  several 
men  who  agreed  to  join  us.  We  signed  articles  again,  to  serve  on  the 
Japan  in  the  confederate  service,  and  were  each  paid  £10  bounty  upon 
signing  articles.  Mr.  Jones  brought  the  bounty  money  with  him,  which 
was  paid  to  us  by  Mr.  Curtis,  the  purser.  I  asked  Mr.  Jones  if  I  could 
have  half  pay  for  my  wife,  when  he  said  I  could,  and  that  he  would 
arrange  that  when  he  arrived  home.  Mr.  Mattman,  who  is  a  naval 
reserve  man,  also  joined  the  Japan  as  boatswain.  After  we  had  signed 
articles  I  was  ordered  to  paint  over  the  name  of  Japan,  and  the  vessel 
was  then  called  the  Georgia.  Mr.  Jones  returned  in  the  small  steamer, 
and  we  then  commenced  our  cruise,  during  which  we  captured  and 
destroyed  several  United  States  vessels  and  ransomed  several  others. 
We  returned  to  Cherbourg,  in  France,  for  repairs,  and  about  the  6th  or 
7th  of  December  last  I  got  leave  of  absence  for  eight  days,  and  was 
paid  £1  5s.  Before  leaving,  I  asked  the  purser  to  whom  i  was  to 
apply  in  Liverpool  for  money  to  pay  my  passage  back  to  Havre,  when 
he  directed  me  to  call  at  Mr.  Jones's  of&ce.  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  for 
the  money,  and  that  he  would  write  Mr.  Jones  to  that  effect,  xlt  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  my  leave  of  absence  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's 
office,  Avhere  I  saw  Mr.  Mattman,  the  boatswain.  I  saw  one  of  the  clerks 
in  Jones's  office,  who  told  me  that  they  had  received  a  letter  for  my  pas- 
sage money  to  be  paid  to  Havre,  and  that  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Hyatt 
were  both  from  home,  and  that  I  must  call  again  in  a  day  or  two.  I 
called  several  times  without  being  able  to  see  either  Mr.  Jones  or  Mr. 
Hyatt  until  Saturday,  the  27th  of  December  last,  when  I  called  and  saw 
botti  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Hyatt.  Mr.  Hyatt  asked  me  what  I  wanted. 
I  told  him  that  I  had  come  to  join  the  ship.  He  said,  "  What  ship  f 
I  told  him  the  confederate  steamer  Georgia,  now  lying  at  Cherbourg. 
He  then  asked  me  what  was  my  name,  and  upon  my  telling  him,  he  said 
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they  had  a  letter  directing  them  to  pay  my  fare  round  to  Havre,  and  he 
read  the  letter  over  to  me ;  in  substance,  the  purport  of  the  letter  was 
that  they  should  pay  my  fare  round  to  Cherbourg,  but  were  not  to  give 
me  any  money.  While  the  letter  was  being  read  over  to  me,  Eobert 
Broadway,  one  of  the  Georgia's  crew,  was  in  their  office,  along  with  Mr. 
Thomson,  of  Pitt  street,  Liverpool,  publican  and  boarding-house  keeper. 
Mr.  Jones  then  told  that  he  was  supposed  to  know  nothing  about  either 
me  or  the  ship,  so  that  I  knew  how  to  act ;  and  that  there  were  people 
in  the  town  ready  to  pick  up  any  information  about  us.  Mr.  Hyatt  then 
told  me  to  be  at  the  Havre  steamer  on  the  following  Monday  morning 
at  11  o'clock,  and  that  either  he  himself  or  some  one  else  would  be  there 
to  pay  my  fare  and  see  m  e  oft'.  1  went  to  the  Havre  steamer  as  directed,  on 
the  Monday  morning,  and  there  saw  Mr.  Mattman,  the  boatswain.  I  had 
a  friend  with  me  who  had  come  to  see  me  off,  when  Mr.  Mattman  called 
me  aside  and  asked  me  if  he  was  not  a  detective.  I  told  him  that  he 
was  not;  when  he  said,  "All  right;  I  must  take  care  what  I  am  doing." 
I  then  asked  Mr.  Mattrhan  whether  he  was  going  to  pay  my  passage 
round  to  Cherbourg,  when  he  said,  "Yes,  I  am  going  round  to  the  ship 
myself."  I  then  went  on  board  the  steamer  with  him,  and  he  arranged 
about  my  passage  money ;  and  we  left  Liverpool  the  same  day  for  HaA^re. 
When  I  got  on  board  I  saw  Robert  Broadway  and  about  nineteen  or 
twenty  other  men.  All  these  men  were  in  Mr.  Mattman's  charge,  but 
part  of  them  were  brought  down  by  Mr.  Edward  Campbell,  of  Regent 
street,  boarding-house  keeper.  Mr.  Mattman  paid  their  fares  to  Havre. 
Mr.  Mattman  told  me  that  part  of  these  men  were  for  the  confederate 
steamer  Florida,  and  part  for  the  Georgia.  We  arrived  at  Havre  on 
the  31st  of  December,  where  I  left  the  party,  but  the  rest  proceeded  to 
the  Albion  Hotel  there,  and  staid  th«  night,  and  on  the  1st  January, 
instant,  started  for  Cherbourg.  I  left  Havre  on  the  4th  January,  and 
arrived  in  Liverpool  on  the  7th.  During  my  last  visit  to  Jones's  office, 
while  Broadway  and  Thomson  were  there,  Thomson  said  to  Mr.  Hyatt, 
this  man  (meaning  Broadway)  owes  me  £1  12s.  for  two  weeks'  board. 
Hyatt  asked  if  this  was  right,  when  Broadway  said,  "  Yes."  Hyatt  then 
said  to  one  of  the  clerks  at  the  desk,  "  Pay  this  man  £1 12s.  and  take  a 
receipt."  He  then  said,  "No,  we  will  not  pay  it  him  now;  make  out 
a  bill  and  bring  it  on  Monday,  after  the  man  has  gone  to  sea,  and  we  will 
then  pay  it."  My  wife  has  called  regularly  every  month,  while  I  was 
serving  on  the  Georgia,  at  Jones's  office  and  received  my  half  pay  there 
and  she  received  the  last  payment  on  the  13th  of  December  last,  £2  lOs.^ 
while  I  was  at  home.  Two  of  the  men  who  went  round  with  us  to  Havre^ 
named  George  King  and  Thomas  Smith,  were  naval  reserve  men,  belong 
ing  to  the  Eagle,  now  lying  at  Liverpool.  On  the  4th  or  5th  Novem 
ber  last,  whilst  we  were  Ijing  at  Cherbourg,  I  asked  Captain  Maury  for 
some  money,  when  he  said  he  would  write  to  the  agents  in  Liver- 
pool to  pay  my  wife  £10.  And  I  wrote  to  my  wife  to  call  at  Jones's 
office  for  it,  which  she  did,  and  Mr.  Hyatt  paid  her  the  money. 

THOMAS  MATTHEWS. 
Sworn  at  Liverpool  9th  of  January,  1861,  before 

JOHN  BUSHELL, 

A  Commissioner,  etc. 
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Uarl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  13, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
11th  instant,  ^nd  its  inclosuxes,  respecting  the  alleged  engagement  of 
seamen  at  Liverpool  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States, 
and  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  your 
letter  to  the  proper  department  of  Her  Majesty's  government. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c,  i&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Sercard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  274.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  pirate  steamer  Georgia  arrived  at  this  port  early  last  Mon- 
day morning,  anchored  in  the  river  opposite  the  town,  and  in  the  even- 
ing went  into  the  docks  at  Birkenhead.  I  scarcely  need  remind  you 
that  this  Is  the  same  vessel  that  was  fitted  out  on  the  Clyde  by  the 
English  house  of  Jones  &  Co.,  Chapel  street,  in  Liverpool,  one  of  the 
members  of  which,  Thomas  Bold,  owned  her  at  the  time  she  sailed,  and 
continued  as  her  owner  up  to  the  23d  of  June  last,  during  which  time 
she  was  capturing  and  burning  merchant  vessels  belonging  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  She  sailed  from  the  Clyde  under  the  British 
flag.  Most  of  her  crew  were  shipped  in  Liverpool ;  and  since  her  cruise 
commenced,  the  families  of  the  men  have  been  paid  monthly  by  this 
fljm  of  Jones  &  Co.,  at  their  office  iti  Liverpool,  the  half  part  of  the 
wages  earned  by  the  men  serving  on  board  the  vessel.  The  report  that 
is  generally  believed  is,  that  she  has  proved  herself  unfitted  for  the 
business,  and  has  come  here  to  discharge  her  crew  and  be  sold.  The 
officers  are  to  beentertained  by  the  merchants  belonging  to  the  "  Southern 
Club  "  this  evening.  Inclosure  ^o.  2  contains  slips  cut  from  newspapers 
of  yesterday,  and  three  slips  cut  from  the  papers  of  this  morning,  re- 
ferring to  this  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  679.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  steamer  Japan,  latterly  known  as  the  Georgia,  made  her 
appearance  in  the  Mersey  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  instant.  You 
will  probably  receive  such  full  advices  of  her  proceedings  since  that 
time,  from  our  \agilant  consul  at  Liverpool,  that  I  do  not  deem  it  neces- 
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sary  to  detail  them.  Thus  far  I  have  not  seen  my  way  to  make  it  the 
basis  of  any  representation  or  remonstrance  with  the  government. 
Since  Lord  Eussell  virtually  assumed  the  position  that  a  fraud  on  neu- 
trality, if  successfully  completed,  is  at  once  entitled  to  recognition  as  a 
legitimate  transaction,  I  am  not  much  disposed  to  waste  any  more  dis- 
cussion on  it.  The  probabilities  are  that  this  vessel  did  not  venture  to 
come  here  without  having  strong  reason  to  presume  that  she  would  not 
meet  with  any  repulse.  I  have  no  doubt  that  her  whole  outfit  and  ex- 
pedition have  proved  an  expensive  failure.  An  endeavor  will  be  made 
to  convert  the  sums  absorbed  in  her  to  some  more  effective  object.  Pos- 
sibly the  Alexandra  may  take  her  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

ifo.  687.1  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  reports  made  from  Liverpool  of  the  movements  connected 
with  the  steamer  Georgia  have  been  of  so  singular  a  character,  and  the 
government  here  had  suffered  them  to  go  on  with  an  appearance  of  such 
utter  indifference,  that  on  Monday  last  I  made  up  my  mind  to  address 
a  note  to  Lord  Eussell,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  Yes- 
tesday  I  received  from  his  lordship  the  usual  form  of  acknowledgment, 
a  copy  of  which  is  also  sent. 

Mr.  Thomas  Baring  last  week  gave  notice  in  the  House  of  Commons 
of  a  notice  on  the  subject  of  this  vessel,  which  is  fixed  to  come  up  this 
evening.  It  is  possible  that  it  may  lead  to  a  debate  of  some  interest. 
I  find  more  hope  is  entertained  in  some  quarters  of  an  effect  from  it 
than  I,  from  my  point  of  observation,  see  any  reason  to  indulge.  The 
fact  is,  nevertheless,  undeniable,  that  while  the  threatening  aspect  of 
affairs  on  the  continent  shall  continue,  the  mercantile  interests  will  en- 
tertain some  scruples  of  distrust  of  the  wisdom  of  the  policy  that  has 
been  i)ursued  toward  us  on  the  ocean. 

Should  any  important  discussion  ensue,  I  shall  transmit  a  report  of  it 
by  the  steamer  via  Queenstown,  in  the  usual  course  of  the  mail. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosnre  No.  1.] 
Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Eussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  9,  .1864. 
My  Lord  :  Information  has  been  received  at  this  legation  of  the  arri- 
val at  Liverpool,  in  the  night  of  the  1st  of  May,  of  the  steamer  formerly 
known  as  the  Japan.    This  is  the  same  vessel  which,  while  registered 
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and  held  iu  the  name  of  Thomas  BoUl,  a  British  subject,  residing  at  Liv- 
erpool, was  armed  and  equipped  from  this  kingdom,  and  proceeded  to 
depredate  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  by  burning  and 
destroying  several  merchant  ships.  I  had  the  honor  to  call  your  lord- 
ship's attention  to  this  subject  in  my  note  of  the  7th  July,  1863. 

It  now  appears  that  this  vessel,  having  assumed  the  name  of  the 
Georgia  and  the  character  of  an  armed  ship  of  the  insurgents  of  the 
United  States,  has  returned  to  Great  Britain,  at  Liverpool.  In  what 
character  she  has  been  received  I  have  not  yet  been  informed.  I  learn 
that  she  is  about  to  remain  for  an  indefinite  period,  the  men  having  been 
discharged.  I  scarcely  need  to  suggest  to  your  lordship  that  it  has 
become  a  matter  of  interest  to  my  government  to  learn  whether  this 
vessel  assumes  the  right  to  remain  in  virtue  of  her  former  character,  or, 
if  received  in  her  later  one,  why  she  is  permitted  to  overstay  the  period 
of  time  specifled^by  the  terms  of  Her  Majesty's  proclamation.  As  she 
appears  to  have  come  directly  from  a  port  on  the  coast  of  France,  this 
apparent  intention  to  lay  up  would  seem  to  be  the  more  extraordinary. 

I  cannot  but  infer,  from  the  course  previously  adopted  toward  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  that  any  such  proceeding,  if  taken 
by  one  of  them,  would  have  been  attended  with  an  early  request  from, 
your  lordship  to  myself  for  an  explanation.  As  some  time  has  now 
elapsed  since  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  without  the  appearance  of  the 
smallest  interruption  of  her  operations,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty,  in  advance 
of  the  possibility  of  receiving  instructions  from  my  Government,  not  to 
omit  to  make  this  representation  on  its  behalf. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FEANGIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Etjssell,  &c.,  &c.,  de. 


[Inclosiire  No.  2.] 

Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  May  10,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
9th  instant,  calling  my  attention  to  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Georgia 
at  Liverpool,  and  to  state  to  you  that  this  matter  slia,ll  be  duly  consid- 
ered by  Her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  liighest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSBLL. 

Charles  Francis  Adajis,  Esq.,  (fee,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

I^To.  283.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  18, 1864. 
Sir  :  The  Georgia  has  discharged  all  her  stores.     I  understand  they 
are  to  be  sold  at  auction.    Mr.  Wilding,  the  first  clerk  of  Jones  &  Co., 
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superintended  the  discharge.     She  now  has  but  two  ofiflcers  and  four 
men  on  board,  and  is  still  lying  in  the  dock  at  Birkenhead. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H^  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  697.]  Legation  op  the  Uniteb  States, 

London.,  May  20,  186J:. 
Sir  :  By  iutelligence  received  from  Mr.  Dudley,  as  well  as  from  the 
public  newspapers,  I  learn  that  the  steamer  Georgia  is  advertised  for 
sale  at  Liverpool. 

Meanwhile  the  British  subjects  enlisted  as  seamen  are  permitted  to 
remain  with  their  families  at  that  iilace  with  impunity.  It  is  only  the 
poor  Irishmen  taken  into  the  Kearsarge  at  Queenstown,  who  have  been 
passed  through  the  formality  of  a  conviction  in  the  courts  for  an  offense 
against  neutrality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  28,  1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  another  deposi- 
tion in  addition  to  those  heretofore  submitted  to  your  consideration,  and 
corroborating  the  statements- made  in  them.  Were  it  necessary  to  fur- 
nish more  proof  of  the  same  kind,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  consid- 
erable number  of  others  could  be  procured.  I  have  not  been  disposed 
to  burden  your  lordship  with  more  proof  than  is  necessary  to  establish 
the  facts  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  Her  Majesty's  government. 

I  doubt  not  that  it  must  be  obvious  to  your  lordship  that  if  this  sys- 
tem of  practical  warfare  be  suffered  to  go  on  with  perfect  impunity  to 
all  those  concerned  in  it  within  this  kingdom,  it  will  be  utterly  impossible 
for  the  G-overuiuent  of  the  United  States  to  endeavor  to  place  restrictions 
upon  similar  practices  in  America,  should  any  future  contingency  arise 
in  which  Her  Majesty's  government  would  deem  it  advisable  to  renew 
the  representations  once  made,  on  the  21st  April,  in  the  year  1851,  which 
were  at  that  time  met  in  the  most  friendly  spirit.  In  order  to  secure  the 
performance  of  obligations  between  nations,  the  first  point  would  appear 
to  be  to  establish  an  impression  of  moral  certainty  that  they  are  mutu- 
ally reciprocal.  I  regret  to  feel  myself  compelled  to  admit  the  fact  to 
your  lordship  that,  in  view  of  all  the  testimony  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  submit,  that  impression  on  the  side  of  the  peoy)le  of  the  United 
States  has  been  seriously  impaired. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  c&c,  c&c,  &g. 
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[Inolosure.] 
Deposition  of  Fatrich  Shanly. 

I,  Patrick  Shanly,  of  13  Carlton  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  fireman,  make  oatli  and  say  as  follows : 

About  the  24th  of  December  last,  a  friend  of  mine  met  me  in  the  street 
and  informed  me  that  there  was  a  good  chance  for  me  to  join  the  steamer 
Georgia ;  that  she  was  a  pirate,  and  I  would  be  paid  very  good  wages. 
He  then  asked  me  to  go  with  him  to  Mr.  Campbell's,  boarding-house 
keeper,  Eegent  street,  Liverpool.  I  went  with  him  to  Campbell's  house, 
and  Campbell  told  me  that  he  had  a  good  job  for  me  to  go  to ; 
that  I  should  have  £7  a  month  and  £10  bounty,  and  one  month's 
advance  when  I  joined  the  ship  ;  that  he  did  not  know  then  which  of 
the  steamers  I  would  be  required  to  join,  but  he  thought  it  was  the 
Florida.  He  gave  me  instructions  to  endeavor  to  engage  other  hands  ; 
that  I  was  to  offer  them  £5  a  month  and  £10  bounty.  I  called  upon 
Thomas  Lloyd,  Edward  Smyles,  Thomas  Asham,  John  Adamson,  and 
several  others,  and  informed  them  of  Mr.  Campbell's  offer,  when  they 
all  agreed  to  go  with  me,  and  I  took  them  down  to  Campbell's  house. 
Campbell  engaged  the  whole  of  these  men  upon  the  same  terms  as  my- 
self except  as  to  wages,  he  only  agreeing  to  get  them  £6  a  month.  He 
gave  us  instructions  to  meet  him  under  the  arches  at  the  custom-house 
on  the  27th,  and  we  all  attended  there ;  but  Campbell  did  not  keep  his 
appointment  with  us,  and  I  called  upon  him  to  know  the  reason,  when 
he  directed  me  to  bring  my  clothes  down  to  his  house  and  hold  myself 
in  readiness  to  start  at  a  minute's  notice.  I  brought  my  clothes  down 
to  Campbell's  house  the  same  night,  and  bought  some  clothes  from  him, 
and  he  then  told  me  that  we  should  have  to  start  the  next  day,  and 
told  me  to  meet  him  and  the  other  men  at  Anderson's  public  house.  I 
called  at  his  house  the  next  day  and  saw  Mrs.  Campbell,  who  produced 
a  paper  containing  the  names  of  the  men  who  had  agreed  to  join,  and 
an  account  showing  that  I  was  indebted  to  Campbell  in  £3  10s.  Qd. ;  £2 
6^.  for  the  clothes  I  had  bought  and  £1 10s.  which  I  had  to  pay  Camp- 
bell for  getting  me  the  job.  I  went  from  ^Campbell's  house  to  Ander- 
son's j)ublic  house,  where  I  saw  all  the  other  men  and  Campbell,  who 
paid  for  drinks  for  us,  and  afterward  took  us  down  to  the  Havre  boat, 
lying  in  the  Wellington  dock,  and  he  paid  our  fare  to  Havre,  he  coming 
with  us.  We  arrived  on  the  31st  December,  and  were  taken  by  Camp- 
bell on  board  another  steamer,  and  afterward  to  a  railway  station,  and 
Campbell  paid  our  fares  to  Cherbourg,  where  we  arrived  the  same  night. 
Campbell  took  us  to  a  hotel  there,  and  we  staid  the  whole  of  that 
night  and  part  of  the  next  day.  On  the  evening  of  the  next  day  Camp- 
bell took  us  in  a  boat  on  board  the  confederate  steamer  Georgia,  which 
was  lying  off.  They  gave  each  of  us  a  blanket,  and  we  slept  on  board 
her  all  night.  We  remained  on  board  the  Georgia  about  four  or  five 
weeks  before  we  were  called  upon  to  sign  articles,  when  we  were  called 
aft  and  the  articles  were  read  over  to  us  to  the  effect  that  we  were 
going  to  burn  and  destroy  vessels  of  the  United  States.  Myself,  Lloyd, 
Smyles,  Asham,  and  Anderson  signed  articles,  and  Captain  Maury  asked 
us  if  Campbell's  accounts  were  correct,  when  we  told  him  they  were,  and 
we  received  our  bounty  money  less  the  amount  payable  to  Campbell. 
Five  of  the  men  engaged  were  not  required,  and  they  left  the  ship. 
We  left  Cherbourg  about  the  first  week  in  February,  and  proceeded  to 
the  island  of  Barbara,  where  we  lay  about  three  weeks.  From  there 
we  went  to  Bordeaux,  and  from  there  to  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived 
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on  the  2d  May  instant,  and  we  steamed  into  the  Birkenhead  great  float 
on  the  Cheshire  side  of  the  Mersey.  After  we  had  made  the  ship  fast, 
the  captain  told  iis  to  come  down  to  the  ship  in  a  day  or  two,  when  we 
would  be  paid  off.  I  was  paid  off  about  the  5th  or  6th.  The  first  lieu- 
tenant asked  me  to  stand  by  the  ship  and  assist  to  keep  the  engines  in 
order,  which  I  did  not  do,  being  tired  of  the  service.  I  called  at  Camp- 
bell's house  on  the  13th  May,  when  he  engaged  me  to  join  another 
steamer,  and  he  gave  me  directions  to  look  after  some  other  men  to  join 
the  same  boat,  which  he  said  was  going  out  for  the  same  purpose.  I 
called  upon  John  Fleming  and  told  him  to  go  to  Campbell's  house  and 
he  would  be  most  likely  to  get  a  job.  I  told  Fleming  to  try  and  get 
other  men,  and  he  told  Maurice  Breen  and  Bernard  Cassidy,  and  they 
were  engaged  by  Campbell.  I  took  my  bag  down  to  Campbell's  house 
on  the  Sunday  arranged  for  our  leaving,  the  15th  instant,  but  I  after- 
ward changed  my  mind  and  decliaed  going  again. 

P.  SHAIs^LY. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  25th  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 

HE!nRY  0.  DUMALL, 

A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FOBEIGN  Office,  June  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  deposition  made  by  Patrick  Shanly 
respecting  the  enlistment  of  British  subjects  at  Liverpool  for  the  service 
of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  same  shall  be  considered  by  Her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,    . 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  cfcc 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  292.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  3,  1864. 
Sir:  I  learned  yesterday  that  the  pirate  steamer  Georgia  had  been 
sold.  This  morning  a  notice  of  the  sale  appeared  in  the  Journal  of  Com- 
merce. Inclosure  'So.  1  is  the  slip  containing  the  notice  cut  from  that 
paper.  I  have  to-day  made  inquiry,  and  find  the  report  true.  Edward 
Bates,  a  shipping  merchant  of  Liverpool,  a  strong  rebel  sympathizer, 
and  one  who,  if  reports  be  true,  has  contributed,  in  more  than  one 
instance,  to  aid  and  assist  the  insurgents  in  their  eilbrts  to  destroy  our 
government,  has  become  the  purchaser.  The  armament  is  reserved,  no 
doubt,  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  on  some  other  piratical  craft.    It 
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is  said  she  is  to  go  into  the  China  trade,  and  resume  the  British  flag. 
This  is  all  I  have  been  able  to  learn. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Williajm  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


2Ir.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  7,  1864. 

Mt  Loed:  I  have  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at^ 
Liverpool  information  which  leads  me  to  believe  that  a  transfer,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  sale,  has  been  made  of  the  steamer  heretofore  known  as 
the  Japan,  alias  the  Georgia,  by  the  insurgents  or  their  agents  at  that 
port. 

In  such  a  contingency,  I  must  pray  your  lordship's  pardon  if  I  take 
the  liberty  to  renew,  in  this  case,  the  observations  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  submit  in  my  note  of  the  14th  of  March  of  last  year,  on  the  case  of 
the  steamer  Sumter,  alias  the  Gibraltar.  On  behalf  of  my  Government, 
I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  consonance  with  the  practice  heretofore  adopted  by 
Great  Britain,  to  decline  to  recognize  the  validity  of  the  sale  of  this 
armed  vessel,  heretofore  engaged  in  carrying  on  war  .against  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  in  a  neutral  port,  and  to  claim  the  right  of  seizing 
it  wherever  it  may  be  found  on  the  high  seas. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

,      OHAELBS  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  c&c,  c&c,  &e. 


Mr,  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

'So.  320.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  23,  1864. 

SiK:  The  Georgia  has  left  the  dock  at  Birkenhead,  where  she  has  had 
her  bottom  cleaned,  and  her  engines  overhauled,  and  gone  into  the 
Queen's  dock  at  Liverpool,  a  dock  very  seldom  used  by  steamers. 

You  have  already  been  advised  that  she  was  sold  to  Mr.  Edward 
Bates,  and  registered  in  his  name  as  a  British  vessel.  You  have  also 
been  informed  who  and  what  sort  of  a  man  Mr.  Bates  is. 

His  being  the  purchaser  was  in  itself  suspicious,  but  he  has  a  consid- 
erable trade  with  China,  and  it  was  said  he  was  going  to  send  her  there. 

Within  the  last  few  days  circumstances  have  transpired  to  create  dis- 
trust. On  the  13th  July,  and  subsequently,  an  advertisement,  of  which 
a  copy  was  sent  to  you,  appeared  in  the  Liverpool  Courier,  intimating 
that  communications  respecting  claims  for  pay  due  to  deceased  seamen 
of  the  Alabama  were  to  be  addressed  to  a  Mr.  E.  W.  Curtis.    This 
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Curtis,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  a  confederate  agent,  and  I  find  that  lie 
is  in  communication  with  Mr.  Bates.  Persons  from  Jones  &  Co.  (of 
which  Thomas  Bold,  the  former  owner  of  'the  Georgia,  is  a  member)  have 
been  seen  on  board  as  if  in  authority,  and  the  foreman  of  the  graving 
dock,  where  she  was  overhauled,  has  been  heard  to.  say  that  she  would 
go  out  on  her  old  business. 

Certainly  nothing  has  yet  occurred  in  the  way  of  alteration,  strength- 
ening, or  the  like,  to  furnish  a  motive  for  going  through  the  form  of 
sale,  &c.,  and  it  may  be  all  right,  but  the  circumstances  mentioned  are 
suspicious,  and  I  think  we  must  not  be  too  sure. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  WILDINC,  rice-Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  324.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  3,  1864. 
Sir  :  On  Saturday,  the  30th,  the  Georgia  was  entered  at  the  custom- 
house to  load  for  Lisbon  and  Africa,  W.  C,  by  E.  Bates.  I  never  heard 
before  of  Mr.  Bates  having  any  trade  with  Africa,  and  don't  believe  she 
is  going  there,  but  on  her  old  business ;  of  that,  however,  I  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  procure  any  very  good  evidence. 

Such  as  I  have  I  have  communicated  to  Mr,  Adams,  with  my  suspi- 
cions about  her.  I  shall  keep  a  close  watch  on  her,  and  report  her 
movements  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  WILDING,  Vice- Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

No.  758.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  4, 1864. 
Sir  :  In  consequence  of  a  representation  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Wilding, 
the  vice-consul  at  Liverpool,  as  to  the  outfit  of  the  Georgia,  I  felt  it  my 
duty  on  the  27th  of  July  to  address  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell  on  the  sub- 
ject. A  copy  of  that  note,  as  well  as  of  the  inclosure,  is  herewith,  trans- 
mitted. Also  Lord  Russell's  acknowledgment  of  the  28th. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[Inolosure  Ko.  1.] 

Mr.  Adams  to  Harl  Russell, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  27,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  just  received  by  me  from  the  vice-consul  of  the  United  States 
at  Liverpool. 

It  would  seem,  if  the  statements  therein  have  any  foundation  in  truth, 
that  further  attempts  are  in  contemplation,  under  the  shelter  of  the 
names  of  British  subjects,  to  carry  on  from  British  ports  war  with  the 
people  of  the  United  States. 

Deeply  regretting  the  continued  manifestation  of  this  inimical  temper, 
I  feel  it  again  my  duty  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  abuse  thus 
made  by  the  insurgents  of  the  neutrality  of  Her  Majesty's  harbors  by 
sham  transfers  of  their  war  vessels  to  British  subjects,  the  better  to 
cover  their  hostile  operations. 

I  pray  permission  to  observe  that  the  complaint  thus  made  is  not 
against  the  vessel,  for  I  have  already  been  compelled  to  apprise  your 
lordship  of  the  fact  that  my  Government  declines  to  recognize  her  as 
possessing  any  other  character  than  that  which  she  had  assumed,  and 
in  which  she  was  received  when  she  came  into  Liverpool.  The  material 
point  to  which  I  beg  your  lordship's  attention  is  the  intervention  of  one 
or  more  British  subjects  in  the  war  by  taking  all  the  necessary  measures 
in  British  ports  to  send  out  in  their  name  this  vessel  in  a  shape  fitted 
for  further  hostile  operations. 

I  pray  your  lordship,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEAlJrOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  Eakl  Eussell,  tfic,  &c.,  &c. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 
Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  26,  1864. 

SiE :  In  accordance  with  an  order  left  by  Mr.  Dudley,  I  beg  to  trans- 
mit a  certified  copy  of  the  register  of  the  Georgia,  the  certificate  dated 
yesterday. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  state  to  you  my  fear  that  the  recorded  sale  of 
this  vessel  is  all  a  sham,  and  that  there  is  no  intention  of  converting  her 
into  a  merchant  vessel. 

She  has  left  the  graving  dock  at  Birkenhead,  where  she  has  had  her 
bottom  cleaned  and  painted,  some  trifling  repairs  made,  and  her  engines 
overhauled,  and  is  now  in  the  Queen's  dock  at  Liverpool. 

Nothing  has  been  done  to  her  to  change  her  character  beyond  unship- 
ping her  guns,  and  taking  up  the  tracks  or  rails  on  which  they  worked 
on  deck  5  but  the  guns  are  in  a  warehouse  at  Birkenhead,  easily  attain- 
able, and  the  rails  still  on  board  the  ship. 

She  has  also  attached  to  her  three  of  the  men  (non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, an  engineer,  quartermaster,  and  another,  who  were  in  her  before, 
and  one  (the  boatswain,  I  believe)  from  the  Alabama.    They  are  also 
going  to  fit  up  the  nettings  for  the  hammocks  as  they  were  before. 
35  a  c— TI 
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The  chief  foreman  of  the  yard  or  graving  dock,  where  she  was  repaired, 
stated  while  she  was  there  that  Mr.  Bates  was  going  to  send  her  out  on 
her  old  trade. 

I  know  also  that  Mr.  Curtis,  who  advertises  that  claims  for  wages  of 
deceased  seamen  of  the  Alabama  are  to  be  addressed  to  him,  and  is  a 
confederate  agent,  is  in  communication  with  Mr,  Bates. 

And  you  will  recollect  also  that  Mr.  Bates,  some  time  since,  in  contra- 
diction to  the  statements  of  the  ship-owners  of  Liverpool  in  their  memo- 
rial to  the  House  of  Commons,  published  a  letter  avowing  himself  a 
dissentient  from  the  memorial,  and  by  inference,  in  favor  of  fitting  out 
vessels  for  belligerents. 

Of  the  facts  of  the  rails  being  on  board,  and  of  the  i^ersons  mentioned 
as  being  attached  to  the  vessel,  I  can  send  you  the  deposition  of  the 
person  who  has  seen  them;  I  can  also  send  you  the  deposition  of  the 
person  to  whom  the  foreman  of  the  graving  dock  made  the  statement 
referred  to,  if  you  think  they  will  be  of  any  use. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WILDIN^G,  Vice- Consul. 

His  Excellency  Charles  Francis  Adams,  cBc,  die.,  &c. 


[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  July  28, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  and  its  inclosure,  respecting  the  vessel  Georgia,  and  I 
have  to  state  to  you  that  the  matter  will  not  fail  to  receive  the  immediate 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (£e.,  &o.,  &c. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  325.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  6, 1864. 
Sir:  On  the  3d  I  transmitted  three  affidavits  on  the  subject  of  the 
Georgia  to  Mr.  Adams,  copies  of  which  I  transmit,  inclosure  'So.  2. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  I  informed  Mr.  Adams  of  the  Portuguese 
charter. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  WILDING,  Yice-Gonsul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[Inclosure  No.  1.] 
Deposition  of  Charles  Thompson. 

I,  Charles  Thompsou,  of  10  James  street,  Liverpool,  trade  protection- 
ist, make  oath  and  say : 

1.  That  on  the  14th  of  July  last  I  was  at  Birkenhead,  in  the  graving 
dock,  looking  for  a  steamboat,  -vrhen  I  saw  a  steam  vessel  there ;  and  I 
asked  a  man,  who  appeared  to  be  the  foreman  of  the  yard,  what  vessel 
it  was,  and  he  said  it  was  the  Georgia.  I  asked  him  what  they  were 
going  to  do  with  her,  and  he  said  that  Bates  had  got  her  now  and  he 
was  going  to  fit  her  out  agaiu  for  the  confederate  service. 

CHARLES  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  3d  day  of  August, 
1864,  before  me. 

HEI^EY  C.  DUNCAN, 
A  Commissioner  for  Taking  Affidavits  in  the  Court  -of  JBxcheq^ier. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Deposition  of  William,  Baivlinson. 

I,  William  Eawlinson,  of  No.  12  Blackstoue  street,  Liverpool,  seaman, 
make  oath  and  say : 

1 .  That  on  the  2d  of  August  instant  I  went  on  board  the  Georgia, 
now  lying  in  the  Queen's  dock,  in  company  with  Frederick  Harcourt, 
and  1  saw  the  hammock-nettings  being  repaired.  I  went  below  into 
the  steerage,  and  saw  hammock  hooks  and  rails  there  sufficient  to 
accommodate  about  one  hundred  men.  I  observed  the  hold ;  it  was  not 
adapted  for  commercial  purposes,  but  it  was  suitable  to  hold  provisions 
for  a  ship's  company  for  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  for  six 
months ;  it  is  not  suitable  for  a  cargo.  Adjoining  the  hold  I  observed 
some  shot-lockers.  On  deck  I  observed  that  the  holes  in  which  the 
bolts  used  for  the  traversing  tackle  are  placed  still  remained,  which 
would  hardly  be  the  case  if  the  bolts  were  not  intended  to  be  replaced. 
I  noticed  that  the  fore  magazine  still  remained  ready  for  immediate 
service.  If  the  ship  were  intended  for  trading  purposes,  the  magazine 
would  have  been  removed. 

2.  That  on  the  same  day  I  was  present  at  a  conversation  which  took 
place  between  Harcourt  and  a  man  whom  I  believe  to  be  named  Miller. 
Miller  told  Harcourt  that  he  had  seen  on  board  and  recognized  the  per- 
son who  acted  as  captain  and  commanded  the  ship  when  she  sailed 
from  Greenock.  He  also  said  that  they  had  on  board,  as  the  present 
mate  of  the  ship,  the  mate  who  had  taken  the  ship  from  Greenock. 
Miller  said  he  supposed  the  ship  was  going  to  Lisbon,  and  then  to  the 
coast  of  Africa.  He  told  us  he  was  going  in  her.  I  said  to  him,  "The 
sailors  have  all  signed?"  He  replied,  "The  old  hands  are  not  required 
to  sign,"  or  words  to  that  effect.  He  said  he  was  an  old  hand.  To-day 
I  went  on  board  and  saw  on  the  steerage  deck  a  gun  which  I  judge  to 
be  a  twenty-four  pounder.  It  appeared  to  me  much  too  big  for  a  signal 
gun.    I  harve  been  eight  years  in  a  man-of-war,  and  I  therefore  am  able 
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to  speak  with  knowledge  as  to  the  above-meutioiied  warlike  appearances 
on  board  the  Georgia. 

W.  EAWLINSON. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  third  day  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  before  me. 

J.  PEARSON, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


[Inolosure  No.  3.] 

Deposition  of  Frederich  Harcourt. 

I,  Frederick  Harcourt,  of  No.  68  Porter  street,  Liverpool,  British  sub- 
ject, make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

1.  That  in  the  month  of  May  last  I  was  in  Liverpool  in  search  of 
employment,  and  on  the  13th  of  that  month  I  became  acquainted  with 
a  man  named  Jackson,  who  was  a  quartermaster  belonging  to  the  Geor- 
gia, then  lying  at  Birkenhead.  After  mentioning  to  him  that  I  was  in 
search  of  a  vessel,  he  told  me  that  if  I  kept  myself  quiet  for  a  few  days 
he  would  put  me  in  the  way  of  obtaining  a  berth.  He  then  gave  me  a 
note  to  a  man  named  Campbell,  residing  at  No.  28  Regent  street,  Liver- 
pool. 1  went  to  Campbell.  After  he  read  the  note  he  told  me  that  he 
would  procure  me  a  ship,  but  that  the  ship  was  not  in  the  Mersey,  but 
was  fitting  out  in  France  to  run  the  blockade.  This,  I  think,  was  on  the 
Friday.  On  the  following  day,  which  was  Saturday,!  came  to  reside  at 
Campbell's  house.  When  there  I  observed  Jackson  outside  the  house  in 
company  with  a  man  named  Smith,  who  was  then  and  is  now  belonging 
to  the  Georgia.  Jackson  told  me  we  were  going  to  join  the  Rappahan- 
nock at  Calais,  but  he  did  not  say  anything  about  the  character  of  the 
ship.  I  remained  at  Campbell's  till  Sunday  morning,  and  then  started 
with  him  and  others  for  Calais,  via  London  and  Dover.  We  reached 
Calais  on  Tuesday  morning.  Mr.  Campbell  then  told  us  we  were  going 
on  board  the  confederate  privateer  Rappahannock.  I  and  some  others 
went  on  board  and  signed  articles  in  the  following  manner :  that  we 
were  faithfully,  honestly,  and  courageously  to  serve  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  unless  pre- 
viously discharged ;  that  we  were  to  obey  the  oflicers  appointed  by  the 
congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America ;  to  employ  our  energies 
and  abilities  in  the  maintenance  of  the  integrity,  independence,  and  wel- 
fare of  the  Southern  States  of  America ;  and  to  use  our  utmost  exertions 
to  destroy  or  otherwise  injure  the  enemies  of  the  Confederate  States.  I 
was  to  receive  £4  8s.  per  month  wages  and  £10  bounty,  which  was  to  be 
paid  when  the  ship  got  to  sea.  I  then  began  my  duty  on  the  forecastle. 
I  was  afterward  placed  in  irons  on  suspicion  of  being  a  Yankee  spy,  and 
remained  in  irons  five  weeks.  I  was  then  sentenced  to  death,  without 
even  the  form  of  a  court-martial  being  held,  but  was  released  because 
the  ship  could  not  get  to  sea,  and  the  sentence  could  not  be  carried  into 
effect  in  the  court  of  Prance.  From  the  effects  of  the  confinement  I 
became  very  ill,  and  remained  some  time  in  that  state  in  Calais,  and  my 
life  was  several  times  attempted  by  members  of  the  crew  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock. 

2.  I  came  to  London  in  July,  and  from  thence  came  to  Liverpool  to 
attend  the  assizes  in  the  trial  of  Campbell.    Daring  my  stay  in  Liver- 
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pool  I  had  many  opportunities  of  observing  the  Georgia  again.  I  went 
on  board  her  one  day,  where  she  now  lies,  in  the  Queen's  dock,  and  I 
perceived  that  the  hammock-nettings  were  being  repaired,  and  went 
down  below  into  the  steerage,  and  found  that  the  hooks  and  rails  used 
for  the  hammocks  were  not  removed,  as  would  probably  have  been  done 
had  the  ship  been  intended  for  peaceful  purposes.  I  saw  Jackson  on 
board,  and  Smith,  whom  I  had  previously  seen  with  him ;  also  another 
man,  whose  name  I  believe  to  be  Miller.  They  were  repairing  her 
engines.  While  I  was  below  in  the  ship's  hold  I  observed  what  appeared 
to  be  the  traversing  rails  for  her  guns ;  they  were  rolled  up  in  canvas, 
but,  from  their  form  and  feel,  I  am  sure  in  my  own  mind  that  they  were 
the  traversing  rails.  I  asked  the  mate  what  they  were  going  to  do  with 
the  ship.  He  told  me  they  were  going  to  fit  her  out  to  trade  between 
China  and  Japan. 

3.  On  another  occasion — yesterday,  the  2d  August — I  went  on  board 
and  was  informed  by  two  of  the  men  that  they  had  shipped  for  Lisbon. 
The  day  previous  to  this  I  had  received  another  account  from  another 
man — that  she  was  going  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  I  was  then  informed 
that  the  present  mate  of  the  ship  was  the  mate  who  ofBiciated  in  taking 
the  ship  from  Greenock  when  she  first  set  out  on  her  cruise.  I  was  also 
informed  by  the  same  party  (whose  name  I  do  not  know)  that  he  had 
seen  the  captain  who  had  taken  the  ship  from  Greenock  on  board  the 
ship  to-day.  The  person  who  told  me  this  is  the  same  person  as  he  whom 
I  believed  to  be  called  Miller.  T  observed  on  the  quay  a  number  of  small 
kegs.  Some  had  the  word  "spikes"  marked  upon  them;  but  from  their 
weight,  and  the  knowledge  that  I  have  of  such  things,  I  am  convinced 
in  my  own  mind  that  they  contain  ball  cartridges. 

4.  In  conversing  with  the  man  Miller  1  noticed  that  he  was  a  little 
tipsy;  he  was  consequently  more  communicative  than  if  sober.  Upon 
my  asking  him  a  question  as  to  the  Georgia's  guns  he  seemed  to  recol- 
lect himself,  and  told  me  that  it  would  not  do  for  him  to  tell  me  every- 
thing that  he  knew,  and  immediately  left  me.  I  also  observed  from  the 
manner  of  the  mate  when  he  saw  me  coming  from  the  Georgia  (he  did 
not  see  me  going  on  board)  that  he  was  suspicious  of  me.  1  may  here 
say  that  Jackson  had  not  yet  seen  me,  as  I  wished  to  conceal  myself  from 
him,  but  he  knows  what  occurred  on  board  the  Rappahannock.  He  has, 
no  doubt,  therefore,  given  a  personal  description  of  me  to  the  mate,  and  it 
is  from  this  that  I  account  for  the  mate  looking  upon  me  with  suspicion 
to-day. 

5.  To-day,  the  3d  August,  I  went  on  board  the  Georgia,  and  on  going 
down  into  the  steerage  observed  a  gun.  I  asked  one  of  the  men  for  what 
purpose  it  was  there.  He  told  me  he  did  not  know,  but  supposed  it 
would  be  a  signal-gun.  In  my  opinion  it  is  much  too  large  for  a  signal- 
gun.  It  appears  to  be  a  twenty-four  pounder  gun,  and  altogether  of  a 
different  kind  and  much  larger  than  any  I  have  seen  for  that  purpose. 

"feederick  harcourt. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  third  day  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  before  me. 

HENRY  C.  DUNCAN, 
A  Commissioner  for  Talcing  Affidavits  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer. 
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Harl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  August  8, 1864. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  1  have  the  honor 
to  state  to  you  that  Her  Majesty's  government  do  not  see  any  sufficient 
grounds  for  coming  to  the  conclusion,  upon  the  statements  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  that  the  steamer  Georgia  is  about  to  be 
again  used  for  belligerent  purposes.  With  a  view,  however,  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  any  question  such  as  that  which  has  arisen  in  the  case 
of  the  Georgia,  Her  Majesty's  government  have  given  directions  that  in 
future  no  ship  of  war  of  either  belligerent  shall  be  allowed  to  be 
brought  into  any  of  Her  Majesty's  ports  for  the  purpose  of  being  dis- 
mantled or  sold. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  c&c,  &o. 


Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  12, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  acquaint  the  Department  thus  informally  through  you, 
and  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  pirate  Georgia  has  again 
sailed  from  Liverpool,  but  this  time  u]3on  an  assumed  peaceable  mission. 
She  has  been  chartered  by  the  Portuguese  government  to  proceed  to 
Lisbon,  and  thence  with  the  mails,  &c.,  to  some  of  the  Portuguese  pos- 
sessions. We  deemed  it  courtesy,  in  view  of  the  friendly  position  Por- 
tugal has  always  maintained  towards  us,  to  notify  the  legation  here 
that  the  Georgia  was  liable  to  capture  by  our  cruisers,  on  the  ground 
that  a  belligerent  vessel  cannot  be  sold  and  a  title  given  in  a  neutral 
port.  This  proceeding  on  our  part  has  since  been  sanctioned  by  Mr. 
Adams,  who  had  notified  the  national  vessels  on  this  coast  that  the 
Georgia  was  lawful  prize.  I  may  add  that  the  Count  Lavradio,  on 
looking  into  the  matter,  expressed  himself  satisfied  that  the  Georgia 
was  liable  to  capture  by  us ;  but  that  his  government,  having  chartered 
the  vessel,  must  carry  out  their  part  of  the  contract ;  and  if  the  pirate 
was  captured  (an  event  I  do  not  think  he  would  be  disposed  to  regret) 
they  would  look  to  the  reputed  owners  for  damages. 

The  Sacramento  and  Niagara  are  both  on  the  Georgia's  track,  and 
the  gallant  little  Kearsarge  left  yesterday  under  orders  for  home,  and 
will  also  cross  it. 

I  write  these  particulars  for  the  information  of  the  Government  in 
advance  of  the  minister's  communicating  them  officially,  which  he  will 
doubtless  do  in  his  next  dispatches. 

It  is,  perhaps,  proper  for  me  to  state  in  this  connection  that,  in  re- 
sponse to  continued  applications  from  Mr.  Adams  to  stop  the  Georgia 
from  sailing  at  all.  Earl  Eussell  has  informed  him  that  Her  Majesty's 
government  have  given  instructions  that  in  future  no  ship  of  war  of 
either  belligerent  will  be  allowed  to  be  brought  into  any  of  Her  Majesty's 
ports  for  the  purpose  of  being  dismantled  and  sold. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  S.  WILSOIif. 

Hon.  F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 
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Jl/r.  Harvey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

^o.  292.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Lisbon,  August  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  A  letter  from  the  secretary  of  our  legation  at  London,  written 
in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Adams,  informed  me  several  days  ago  that  the 
rebel  cruiser  Georgia  had  left  the  port  of  Liverpool  for  Lisbon,  having 
been  ostensibly  converted  into  a  merchantman,  and  chartered  by  this 
government  for  a  voyage  to  their  African  possessions. 

Although  eleven  days  have  elapsed  since  the  Georgia  left  Liverpool, 
she  has  not  appeared  here  yet,  and  is  not  now  expected.  The  contract 
for  her  voyage  to  the  coast  of  Africa  to  carry  the  mails  seems  to  have 
been  made  through  the  Portuguese  consul  at  Liverpool,  in  ignorance  of 
the  liability  of  the  Georgia  to  be  taken  as  a  good  prize  on  the  high  seas, 
and  in  culpable  disregard  of  her  antecedents.  He  may  have  been  im- 
posed upon  by  the  pretended  transfer  of  the  cruiser,  and  the  fact  that 
she  was  dismantled  afterward,  which,  together  with  the  charter  in  ques- 
tion, were  doubtless  devices  employed  by  the  parties  interested  to  put 
to  sea  under  shelter  of  the  British  flag. 

This  government  canceled  the  contract  for  the  Georgia  when  informed 
of  the  facts,  and  much  feeling  was  manifested  upon  'Change  and  in  the 
newspapers  that  any  terms  whatever  should  have  been  entertained  or 
made  with  a  vessel  of  such  notorious  character.  This  expression  was 
the  more  emphatic  because  the  commercial  community  are  seriously 
embarrassed  in  their  operations  for  the  want  of  a  direct  means  of  com- 
munication with  Africa,  as  they  depended  exclusively  upon  the  charter 
of  a  special  steamer,  after  the  government  had  dissolved  a  former  con- 
tract. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HAKVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  767.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  August  25,  1864. 
Sir:  a  telegram  was  received  at  this  legation  yesterday,  at  one 
o'clock  p.  m.,  from  the  consular  agent  at  Dover,  announcing  the  arrival 
of  the  steamer  ISiagara,  on  her  way  to  Antwerp.  The  Georgia  had 
been  taken  and  sent  as  prize  to  the  United  States.  The  crew  were 
landed  at  Dover. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAl^fOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  339.]  ■  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  26,  1864. 
SiK :  It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  time  of  her  (the  Georgia)  sail- 
ing on  her  piratical  cruise,  in  April,  1863,  she  had  a  British  register^ 
and  was  owned  by  another  Liverpool  merchant,  Thomas  Bold,  who  con- 
tinued her  owner,  as  is  shown  by  the  records  at  the  custom-house  in 
this  town,  up  to  June  23,  1863,  during  which  time  she  captured  and 
bonded  the  George  Griswold,  and  burnt  the  ship  Dictator.  The  house 
of  Jones  &  Co.  shipped  the  men  and  fitted  out  the  vessel  when  she  first 
sailed.  Jones,  of  this  firm,  has  just  been  convicted  for  shipping  the 
men.  This  same  man  was  active  in  fitting  her  out  again  on  her  last 
voyage.  I  inclose  you  the  statement  of  Charles  Thompson,  marked  in- 
closure  No.  4,  showing  this  fact. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure.] 
Dejpisitlon  of  Charles  TJiompson. 

Charles  Thompson,  residing  at  40  Upper  Baker  street,  in  Liverpool, 
trade  protectionist,  being  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  as  follows : 

On  the  2d  day  of  May  last  I  saw  the  steamer  Georgia  lying  in  the 
river  Mersey,  at  Liverpool,  with  the  confederate  flag  flying  at  the  peak, 
and  the  same  morning  saw  an  oflicer  in  confederate  uniform  landed  from 
her  by  one  of  her  own  boats.  That  on  the  3d  of  May  I  saw  said  steamer 
in  the  Birkenhead  dock,  with  confederate  flag  and  pennant  flying,  her 
guns  on  board,  and  oificers  in  confederate  uniform  doing  duty  on  board. 
That  I  saw  said  steamer  frequently,  almost  daily,  from  this  time  to  the 
11th  day  of  August  instant,  when  she  sailed  from  the  river  Mersey  for 
Lisbon.  That  on  the  20th  day  of  June  said  steamer  was  lying  in  the 
Queen's  dock  at  Liverpool,  to  which  she  had  been  removed  from  Birk- 
enhead, and  I  saw  Mr.  Jones,  of  the  firm  of  Jones  &  Co.,  on  board.  That 
previously  and  about  the  5th  May  I  saw  Mr.  Wilding,  whom  I  know  to 
be,  and  knew  to  be  at  that  time,  a  clerk  in  the  employment  of  said  Jones 
&  Co.,  superintending  the  removal  of  the  stores  from  said  vessel.  That 
on  the  6th  day  of  June  I  saw  the  guns  landed  fi-om  said  steamer.  That 
on  the  30th  day  of  July  last  said  vessel  was  entered  in  the  Liverpool 
customs  bill  of  entry  for  Lisbon  and  West  Coast  of  Africa,  E.  Bates  con- 
signee. That  on  the  2d  day  of  August,  and  each  day  subsequent  until 
the  5th,  inclusive,  I  saw  the  said  Jones  on  board  said  steamer  Geor- 
gia, giving  orders  to  the  persons  employed  in  fitting  the  ship  for  sea, 
who  appeared  to  act  entirely  under  his  orders.  That  on  said  5th  day 
of  August  said  steamer  Georgia  was  hauled  to  the  dock  gates  with 
steam  up,  as  if  to  go  to  sea.  That  she  was  again  hauled  back  into  the 
dock,  and  remained  until  Monday,  the  8th,  when  she  was  hauled  out 
and  towed  to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mersey,  where  she  laid 
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until  ,Thursdq,y  morniug,  the  11th,  abo,ut  5  o'clock  of  VMch  I  saw  her 
weigh  anchor  and  steam  out  to  sea.  That  said  Jones  before  mentioned 
by  me  as  superintending  the  fitting  of  said  steamer  Georgia  for  sea  on 
the  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  5th  days  of  August,  is  well  known  to  me,  and  is  the 
same  person  lately  tried  and  convicted  at  Jjiverpool  for  enlisting  men  to 
serve  on  board  said  steamer  Georgia  as  a  confederate  cruiser. 

CHAS.  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  27th  day  of 
August,  1864,  before  me. 

WILLIAM  S.  BATESON, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoREiaN  Office,  September  6, 1864. 

SlE :  You  are  doubtless  aware  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
steamer  Georgia  has  been  seized  on  the  high  seas  by  the  United  States 
steamer  Niagara,  and  sent,  as  it  is  alleged,  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew  to 
the  port  of  Boston. 

I  do  not  propose,  at  present  at  least,  to  enter  into  correspondence  with 
you  on  the  subject  of  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  commander  of 
the  Niagara,  but  I  consider  it  necessary  to  request  that  you  will  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  acquainting  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
that  Her  Majesty's  government  of  course  expects  that  a  vessel  seized 
under  the  British  flag,  and  claimed  by  British  owners,  will  be  brought, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  for  adjudication  into  the  proper  prize 
court,  in  which  the  claim  of  one  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  will  be  tried 
according  to  those  recognized  principles  of  international  law  which  gov- 
ern the  relations  of  the  belligerent  toward  the  neutral. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chaeles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Eudley'Jo  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No,  394.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  November  25, 1864. 
Sir  :  The  prosecution  against  Jones  &  Co.  for  fitting  out  and  enlist- 
ing the  men  for  the  jjirate  Japan,  alias  Virginia,  alias  Georgia,  is  over, 
and  the  parties  have  each  been  fined  fifty  pounds  sterling,  making  in 
all  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  as  the  penalty,  or  more  prop- 
erly the  price,  for  fitting  out  a  privateer  in  this  country,  to  cruise  and 
make  war  against  the  United  States.  Comment  is  unnecessary.  I  send 
you  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  cut  from  the  London  Times  of  yesterday, 
and  the  short  piece  from  the  Daily  Courier.  They  are  marked  No.  1.  I 
can  scarcely  imagine  a  greater  farce  than  this  whole  thing  has  been, 
which  is  just  played  out.    The  Florida,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Georgiana 
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and  Sea  King,  all  built,  fitted  out,  armament  made,  ammunition  sup- 
plied, crews  enlisted  in  this  country,  and  here  paid  while  serving  in  the 
vessels,  and  the  ships  supplied  and  coaled  from  England,  and  thus  far 
three  men  alone  tried,  and  they  fined  but  fifty  pounds  apiece,  making 
the  sum  total  of  one  hundretl  and  fifty  pounds. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  165.]  Liverpool  Consulate, 

Glasgow,  October  13,  1863. 
Slr  :  There  is  another  vessel  here  completed,  called  the  Sea  King, 
well  adapted  for  war  purposes,  and  I  have  heard  since  my  arrival  that 
she  is  to  be  sold  to  the  confederates.    This  may  oi?  may  not  be  true,  but 
she  is  a  very  likely  steamer  for  them. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEr. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  108.]  United- States  Consulate, 

London,  October  9,  1863. 
SiE :  The  steamer  Sea  King,  another  suspicious  craft,  has  left  the 
Clyde  for  London,  where  I  wiU  try  to  attend  to  her. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOESE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Chase  to  Mr.  Morse. 

44  Blackfeiaes'  Eoad, 

London,  November  6,  1863. 
SiE  :  The  Sea  King,  screw,  you  may  dismiss  from  your  list.     She  is 
to  take  troops  and  passengers  to  New  Zealand  for  the  English  govern- 
ment. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  chase. 
Hon.  Feeeman  H.  Morse,  &c.,  <&c.,  &c.,  London. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

lAverpool,  October  7,  1864. 
Sir  :  A  screw-steamer  called  the  Laurel,  I  understand,  has  been  re- 
cently purchased  for  the  confederates.  She  is  about  three  hundred  tons 
burden,  nearly  new  built,  very  strong,  and  admirably  adapted  for  a 
privateer.  She  is  at  this  point,  and  has  been  entered  by  Henry  Lafore, 
to  load  for  Matamoras  via  Nassau.  She  has  taken  on  board  a  number 
of  cases  containing  guns  and  gun-carriages.  There  is  nothing  to  pre- 
vent their  being  mounted  on  her  decks  as  soon  as  she  leaves  the  port. 
I  fear  this  will  be  done.  Having  been  built  as  a  passenger  boat  to  run 
between  Liverpool  and  Sligo,  she  can  accommodate  all  the  officers  and 
crew  necessary  to  man  her.  I  have  no  evidence  to  implicate  her  except 
taking  on  the  guns  in  cases. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 

N.  B. — I  have  just  learned  that  one  of  the  officers,  a  lieutenant  on 
the  pirate  Georgia,  is  to  go  out  in  the  Laurel.  She  has  twenty-one  sea- 
men more  than  required  for  a  vessel  of  this  class.  Her  movements 
are  most  suspicious.  I  fear  she  is  to  be  a  privateer.  She  will  go  to  sea 
to-morrow. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seica.rd. 
[Extract.] 

No.  362. J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  October  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  A  screw  steamer  called  the  Laurel,  built  at  Glasgow  during  last 
year,  has  been  purchased  within  the  past  few  days  for  the  confederates. 
On  the  5th  instant  they  entered  her  at  the  Liverpool  custom  as  a  sailing 
vessel  to  load  for  Matamoras  via  Nassau.  She  has  taken  on  board  cases 
marked  as  machinery,,  but  in  reality  containing  guns  and  gun-carriages, 
such  as  are  used  in  war  vessels.  Henry  Lafore  acts  as  her  consignee. 
She  has  gone  into  the  river,  and  will,  most  likely,  sail  to-morrow.  I  am 
much  afraid  that  this  vessel  will  prove  to  be  a  privateer.  There  is 
nothing  in  her  construction  or  fittings  to  indicate  it  at  the  present  time, 
but  she  was  built  as  a  passenger  boat  to  run  between  Liverpool  and 
Sligo,  and  her  passenger  accommodations  are  ample  for  officers  and  crew. 
She  is  a  first-class  vessel  of  her  size,  built  very  strongly,  and,  in  my 
judgment,  well  adapted  for  a  privateer.  In  a  smooth  sea  she  could  easily 
mount  the  very  guns  she  is  taking  out  upon  the  carriages,  and  at  once 
enter  npon  a  cruise.  I  have  no  evidence  against  her ;  my  men  tell  me 
she  has  shipped  twenty-one  seamen,  six  stewards,  besides  deck  hands 
and  firemen.  This  is  many  more  than  necessary  for  a  vessel  like  this. 
Eumor  also  says  some  of  the  confederate  officers  from  the  Alabama  and 
Georgia,  now  here,  are  to  go  out  in  her,  I  yesterday  gave  notice  to  Mr. 
Adams  of  the  suspicious  character  of  the  vessel.  This  vessel,  if  jjossible, 
should  be  captured.    Inclosure  No.  3  is  a  description. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Constjlate, 

Liverpool,  October  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  Two  of  the  officers  who  went  down  in  the  Laurel,  Pont  and 
Curtis,  have  returned. 

The  vessel  was  seen  by  a  steam-tug  on  Sunday  morning  about  11 
o'clock,  passing  Holyhead  under  full  steam  and  sail. 

It  appears  she  took  a  pilot  out  and  he  has  returned.  He  refuses  to 
give  any  information  as  to  who  or  what  was  aboard;  but  his  manner 
indicated  that  our  previous  intelligence  (as  to  persons,  guns,  &c.)  was 
correct. 

Nothing  has  transpired  as  to  her  real  destination,  beyond  the  news- 
paper paragraph  inclosed,  (No.  1,)  to  which  1  attach  little  credit. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  WILDING,  Vice- Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. . 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  363.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  October  12, 1864.  ■ 

Sir  :  Eeferring  to  my  dispatch  No.  362,  and  the  steamer  Laurel,  I  have 
now  to  report  that  late  on  Saturday  afternoon,  the  8th  instant,  this 
steamer  was  cleared  for  Matamoras,  via  Havana  and  Nassau,  by  Henry 
Lafore,  in  command  of  Captain  J.  F.  Eamsey,  an  Englishman.  She 
sailed  on  Sunday,  the  9th  instant.  Captain  Semmes,  late  of  the  Alabama, 
eight  other  confederate  officers,  and  about  one  hundred  men,  forty  or 
fifty  of  whom  were  on  the  pirate  Alabama,  and  all  Englishmen,  Avent 
out  in  her.  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  the  names  of  all  the  officers, 
but  among  them  are  Lieutenant  Armstrong,  Mr.  Howell,  Engineer 
O'Brien,  Armsteen,  and  Miner,  all  from  the  Alabama,  and  Lieutenant 
Evans,  from  the  pirate  Georgia,  and  an  officer  by  the  name  of  Lee. 
There  are  six  stewards ;  among  them  Emery,  an  Englishman,  living  at 
Liverpool,  Captain  Semmes's  personal  steward  on  the  Alaljama,  and  who 
was  with  him  during  the  whole  of  her  cruise.  The  number  of  men 
stated  as  constituting  her  crew  in  the  bill  of  entry  is  forty.  This  is  a 
large  number,  and  more  than  necessary  to  navigate  a  vessel  of  her  size. 
The  rest,  it  is  said,  go  in  the  character  of  passengers. 

She  has  six  guns  in  cases  stowed  in  her  hold,  all  68-pounders,  with 
gun-carriages  to  mount  them.  There  are  many  other  cases,  some  of 
which  may  also  contain  guns,  but  more  probably  ammunition. 

The  officers  and  men  embarked  on  the  steamer  on  Sunday  in  small 
boats  from  Birkenhead.  I  understand  tliat  all  the  officers  met  Captain 
Semmes  at  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s  office  in  Liverpool,  on  Saturday, 
and  then  and  there  received  their  orders  to  be  on  the  steamer  the  next 
day.  The  officers  and  men  did  not  know,  or  at  least  pretended  not  to 
know,  where  they  were  going,  or  the  name  of  the  vessel  they  are  to  serve 
on  board,  but  state  there  is  one  somewhere  ready  for  them,  and  that  the 
armament  and  men  are  to  be  transferred  to  her.    I  do  not  know  whether 
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this  is  SO,  but  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  true.  My  reason  for  thinking 
there  is  another  vessel  is,  because  they  do  not  require  six  guns  of  the 
size  of  these  on  such  a  vessel  as  the  Laurel ;  indeed  it  is  doubtful  if  they 
could  carry  six  68-pounders  mounted  on  a  vessel  like  this  of  only  about 
300  tons  burden.  There  is  not  the  least  doubt  but  what  this  is  a  pirati- 
cal expedition,  either  on  this  or  some  other  vessel. 

The  pilot  who  took  the  vessel  out  from  Liverpool  has  returned,  but 
refuses  to  give  us  any  information ;  says  he  will  not  communicate  any- 
thing unless  compelled. 

I  did  not  get  the  full  particulars  until  Monday  evening.  I  immedi- 
ately telegraphed  them  to  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Dayton,  at  Paris,  Mr.  San- 
ford,  at  Brussels,  and  Mr.  Harvey,  at  Lisbon.  I  did  not  know  then 
where  our  two  naval  vessels  were,  or  should  have  sent  them  word  at 
once.  Yesterday  1  came  up  to  London  and  learned  their  destination. 
In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Adams  I  took  the  responsibility,  and  immediately 
telegraphed  to  the  commanders,  through  our  consular  agent  at  Dover, 
to  capture  the  Laurel  if  possible.  I  also  addressed  a  circular  letter  to 
all  our  ministers  in  Europe,  and  all  our  consuls  at  seaport  towns,  giving 
them  a  description  of  the  Laurel,  &c.,  of  which  the  inclosure  No.  1  is  a 
copy.    I  hope  my  proceedings  meet  your  approval. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure.] 

[From  tlie  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce,  October  12,  1864.] 

CAPTAIN   SEMMES  AGAIN  AFLOAT — SAILING   OF   THE  LAUREL. 

f 

Captain  Semmes,  of  whom,  since  the  sinking  of  the  Alabama,  we 
heard  so  little,  and  that  little  so  erroneous,  sailed  from  the  Mersey  on 
Sunday  last,  on  board  the  steamer  Laurel,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain S.  P.  Eamsey.  The  destination  of  the  Laurel  is  at  present  rather 
mysterious,  but,  so  far  as  the  customs  bill  of  entry  shows,  the  vessel  has 
certainly  cleared  for  ports  where  confederate  proclivities  predominate, 
viz,  Nassau,  Havana,  and  Matamoras.  Her  cargo  is  of  such  a  mixed 
nature  that  no  belligerent  State  would  have  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  its 
usefulness.  It  consists  of  some  large  guns,  small  arms,  shoes,  leather 
in  bulk,  ammunition,  clothes,  blankets,  drugs,  &c.  But  the  Laurel 
must  not  be  supposed  to  be  intended  for  a  cruiser.  She  is  merely  a  ten- 
der, and  carries  out  to  a  certain  latitude  guns  and  ammunition  for  a  new 
screw-steamer,  of  which  Captain  Semmes  is  to  take  command.  This 
vessel  is  supposed  to  be  the  new  screw-steamer  which  was  lying  at  Ma- 
deira on  the  3d  instant,  and  was  there  known  under  the  name  of  the 
Eanger.  The  Eanger  is  large  and  very  swift,  and  will  no  doubt,  should 
she  actually  turn  out  to  be  the  new  cruiser,  prove  a  tough  antagonist  to 
any  Pederal  war  vessel.  To  show  that  Captain  Semmes  does  not  go  un- 
attended, we  may  here  state  that  he  took  with  him  on  board  the  Laurel 
eight  officers  and  one  hundred  men,  most  of  whom  served  with  him  on 
board  the  Alabama.  We  have  reason  to  know  that  Mr.  Adams,  the 
American  minister,  is  already  aware  of  Captain  Semmes's  departure. — 
[  Correspondent.] 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  365.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  Octoher  14,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  procured  from  the  customs  a  copy  of  her  (Laurel)  mani- 
fest, so  far  as  the  same  is  entered.  It  is  inclosed,  marked  No.  2.  You 
■will  see  she  has  6  cases  of  gun-carriages,  21  cases  and  119  boxes  iron  shot, 
2  cases  and  60  barrels  ammunition,  and  18  cases  marked  machinery,  but 
"which  my  men  tell  me  contain  guns  and  their  fixtures  and  equipments. 
The  vessel  is  registered  in  London. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H,  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Moran  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  14, 1864. 

Sir  :  The  other  case  is  the  departure  of  Captain  Semmes  from  Liver- 
pool on  another  piratical  expedition.  Mr.  Dudley  will,  no  doubt,  give 
you  a  history  of  this  proceeding  so  far  as  is  known  to  us  or  him.  It 
is  not  likely  that  the  Laurel,  the  vessel  Semmes  left  Liverpool  in,  will  be 
used  as  a  pirate.  He  has,  in  all  probability,  another  vessel  somewhere 
which  he  is  about  to  arm.  As  yet  we  know  nothing  of  the  course  he 
has  taken  or  of  his  real  destination.  It  is  rumored  that  the  Yeddo,  one 
of  the  vessels  built  in  France  for  the  rebels,  and  afterward  said  to  have 
been  sold  to  Prussia,  is  to  meet  him  somewhere  in  the  Straits  of  Gib- 
raltar, but  of  this  I  have  no  reliable  information. 

There  is  great  activity  among  rebel  shipping  agents  here.  Seymour^ 
who  plead  guilty  in  London  not  long  ago,  to  a  charge  of  enlisting  men 
for  the  rebels,  is  reported  to  be  sending  men  on  suspicious  errands  to 
Glasgow  and  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Mr.  Morse  is  watching  him.  I  also 
learn  that  Captains  Bier,  alias  Henry,  Bullock,  and  Collier,  and  Lafore^ 
the  rebel  agent  who  purchased  the  Laurel,  have  lately  been  at  Glasgow 
together. 

I  am,  sir,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  MOEAN, 

Secretary  of  Legation. 

Hon.  F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  369. 1  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  October  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  About  the  20th  of  September  last  past,  the  steamer  Sea  King, 
[Slienandoah,]  built  at  Glasgow  in  1863,  was  sold  in  London  to  Eichard 
Wright,  of  Liverpool.  On  the  7th  instant  he  gave  a  power  to  Captain 
Corbett  to  sell  her,  at  any  time  within  six  months,  for  any  sum  not  less 
than  £45,000  sterling.  On  the  next  day,  the  8th  instant,  she  cleared  for 
Bombay,  and  sailed  the  same  day  with  a  large  supply  of  coal  and  about 
fifty  tons  of  metal,  and  a  crew  of  forty-seven  men.  I  was  not  informed 
of  the  sailing  of  this  vessel  until  Sunday  last,  when  I  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Moran,  secretary  of  legation,  asking  me  who  Eichard  Wright 
was.  I  immediately  wrote  him  that  he  was  the  father-in-law  of  Charles 
Prioleau,  of  South  Carolina,  now  residing  in  Liverpool,  and  the  head 
man  in  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  the  bankers  and  financial 
agents  of  the  southern  confederacy,  and  telegraphed  him  and  our  min- 
isters at  Paris  and  Lisbon,  that  there  was  no  doubt  but  what  the  Sea 
King  was  the  vessel  the  Laurel  was  to  meet  and  transfer  Captain  Semmes, 
the  confederate  officers,  men,  and  armament.  There  is  now  no  longer 
room  to  doubt.  The  secessionists  and  their  aiders  on  'Change  here  freely 
admit  that  this  is  so.  The  matter  is  also  mentioned  in  one  of  the  Glas- 
gow papers  of  yesterday,  and  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce  of  this  morn- 
ing. I  have  to-day  sent  a  circular  letter  to  all  our  ministers  in  Europe, 
and  to  all  our  consuls  in  Europe,  Africa,  Western  Islands,  Bahamas, 
and  West  Indies,  at  sea-port  towns,  informing  them  of  the  facts.  I 
inclose  you,  marked  No.  2,  copies  of  this  letter.  I  have  written  to  Lon- 
don for  a  copy  of  the  Sea  King's  register,  and  to  Glasgow  for  more  full 
and  accurate  description  of  her.  I  will  forward  them  as  soon  as  received. 
The  guns  are  from  Eaudolph  &  Elders,  at  Glasgow,  and  I  am  of  the 
opinion  are  the  same  made  for  the  steam  frigate  Pampero,  built  at  Glas- 
gow for  the  confederates.  I  shall  endeavor  to  ascertain  if  this  is  so.  I 
think  there  are  six  sixty-eight-pounder  broadside  guns,  and  two  large 
pivot  guns  gone  out  on  the  Laurel,  making  eight  in  all,  but  am  not  quite 
certain  about  it. 

Corbett,  the  man  who  took  the  Sea  King  oiit,  is  Captain  G.  H.  Cor- 
bett, an  Englishman ;  the  same  who  commanded  the  steamer  Douglas, 
afterward  the  Margaret  and  Jesse.  The  crew  of  the  Sea  King,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Laurel,  I  am  told,  are  all  British  subjects,  and  many  of 
them  belong  to  the  royal  naval  reserve.  There  are  some  forty  or  fifty 
of  the  Alabamans  men  among  tliem.  You  will  see  that  this  is  another 
case  of  the  fitting  out  of  an  English  piratical  craft  in  this  country  to 
make  war  against  our  Government  and  to  destroy  our  commerce,  similar 
to  that  of  the  Japan,  afterward  known  as  the  pirate  Georgia. 

This  Sea  King  is  the  same  vessel  that  I  saw  at  Glasgow  on  the  occa- 
sion of  one  of  my  visits  to  that  town  last  year.  I  regarded  her  then  as 
a  most  likely  steamer  for  the  purposes  of  a  privateer,  and  so  reported  to 
you  at  the  tim-e.  If  I  mistake  not,  she  will  prove  herself  a  dangerous 
and  destructive  craft  to  our  commerce. 

The  two  naval  vessels  of  the  United  States  in  these  waters  are  out 
after  them.    It  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  overtake  one  or  both. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[From  the  Liverpool  Daily  Post,  October  18,  1864.  J 
CAPTAIN   SEMMES'S  NEW  VESSEL. 

The  Glasgow  Evening  Citizen  of  Thursday  says :  "  We  have  just 
learned,  through  a  well-informed  gentleman  in  toAvn,  that  a  vessel  left 
London,  on  Saturday  last,  in  a  manner  so  suspicious,  that,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  character  of  the  vessel  itself,  and  the  recent  departure 
of  the  Laurel  from  Liverpool  with  Captain  Semmes  on  board,  it  is  not 
improbable  the  new  cruiser  which  the  famous  confederate  commander 
is  to  meet  somewhere  in  mid-ocean.  The  vessel  in  question  is  named  the 
Sea  King,  and  had  just  returned  from  China  with  a  cargo  of  tea.  She 
is  a  Clyde-built  steamer,  is  of  large  dimensions,  and,  from  certain  pecu- 
liarities in  her  construction,  appears  to  be  well  adapted  for  cruising  pur- 
poses. Her  skeleton  of  iron  is  covered  with  strong  wooden  planking, 
Avliich  is  in  its  turn  lined  with  copper.  By  this  method  she  is  less  liable 
to  foul.  She  is  so  built  as  to  be  able  to  steam  or  sail  at  pleasure,  and 
her  screw  is  constructed  on  such  an  improved  system  that  if  damaged 
in  any  way  it  can  be  lifted  entirely  out.  The  Sea  King  steams  at 
the  rate  of  eleven  knots  an  hour ;  and  when  she  left  London  on  Satur- 
day she  was  solely  laden  with  coal.  The  new  vessel  to  which  Captain 
Semmes  was  to  be  transferred  from  the  Laurel  was  said  to  be  the  Ean- 
ger,  but  for  purposes  of  baptism  there  is  plenty  of  water  at  sea,  if  noth- 
ing stronger,  so  that  the  Sea  King  may  very  easily  be  transformed  into 
Kanger  or  anything  else  which  the  nautical  priesthood  maj^  fancy." 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setvard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  377.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  November  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  You  will  doubtless  observe  that  the  owner  of  the  Sea  King  and 
the  Laurel,  as  well  as  the  officers  who  took  them  out,  are  all  English, 
and  that  the  vessels  cleared  and  sailed  as  English  vessels,  under  the 
English  flag,  and  with  English  crews. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtard, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Kirkpatrich  to  Mr.  Setcard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  39.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  November  9,  1864. 
SiE  :  I  send  you  an  article  from  the  Guardian,  *  a  paper  published  here, 
(and  which  article  was  taken  from  the  New  York  Herald,)  stating  that 
a  vessel  called  the  Laurel  had  sailed  from  Liverpool,  with  guns,  ammu- 
nition, and  a  large  number  of  men,  to  be  put  into  a  new  vessel  called  the 
Eanger,  at  Madeira,  to  be  commanded  by  Captain  Semmes.    The  Lau- 


*  For  similar  extract  see  page  558. 
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rel  is  not  a  bark;  she  is  a  steamer,  and  arrived  here  on  the  5th  instant 
from  England,  via  Madeira,  at  which  i^lace  she  must  have  landed  her 
cargo,  if  she  had  any,  as  she  came  herein  ballast.  So  another  vessel  is 
to  be  added  to  the  number,  to  capture  and  destroy  the  mercantile 
marine  of  our  country. 

Very  respectfiiily,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  KLRKPATEIOK. 
William  H.  Seavaud, 

Secretary  of  Stats. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  385.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  November  12, 1864. 

Sir  :  The  steamer  Calabar  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Teneriffe.  She 
brought  some  forty-odd  men  back  who  sailed  from  London  on  the  steamer 
Sea  King,  [Shenandoah.]  I  have  seen  one  of  the  men  by  the  name  of 
John  Hercus,  and  we  are  now  taking  his  statement,  which  will  be  for- 
warded to  you.  He  tells  me  they  went  to  the  island  of  Madeira,  and 
there  signaled  the  steamer  Laurel,  which  was  lying  in  that  port.  The 
Laurel  came  out  to  them,  and  they  both  made  for  an  island  which  was 
barren,  but  in  sight  of  Madeira,  where  they  came  to  anchor  aside  of  each 
other,  and  at  once  commenced  to  transfer  the  guns,  ammunition,  &c., 
from  the  Laurel  to  the  Sea  King. 

The  Sea  King  had  two  small  guns  which  she  took  out  in  her,  and 
received  six  others,  with  gun  carriages,  from  the  Laurel.  He  was  told 
thej^  were  sixty-eight  and  thirty-two  pounders.  There  were  also  many 
cases  of  shot,  ammunition,  &c.,  and  a  fire-proof  with  gold,  transferred 
from  the  Laurel  to  the  Sea  King.  The  Sea  King  and  Laurel  both  sailed 
and  remained  up  to  this  time  under  the  English  flag.  After  everything 
was  discharged  from  the  Laurel  to  the  Sea  King,  Captain  Corbett  called 
all  the  men  who  went  out  on  the  Sea  King  aft;  told  them  he  had  sold 
the  vessel  to  the  confederates,  and  that  she  was  to  be  henceforth  a  con- 
federate vessel,  and  to  go  on  the  same  business  as  the  Alabama,  but  not. 
to  fight ;  and  tried  to  prevail  on  them  to  enlist  in  her.  Some  did  enlist. 
Some  of  the  officers  on  the  Sea  King  told  him  she  was  to  be  called  the 
Shenandoah.  Most  of  the  men  who  went  out  on  the  Laurel  joined  the 
Sea  King,  but  only  four  or  five  of  those  who  went  out  in  the  Sea  King 
remained ;  the  rest  had  returned  to  England.  The  Laurel  took  all  who 
would  not  join,  and  conveyed  them  to  Teneriffe.  She  kept  them  all  on 
board  until  she  had  coaled,  when  they  were  put  on  shore,  and  she  imme- 
diately put  out  to  sea.  On  their  leaving,  the  Sea  King  hoisted  the  con- 
federate flag.  Hercus  does  not  know  Captain  Semmes,  but  the  man  who 
is  to  command  the  Sea  King  came  out  on  the  Laurel.  He  was  a  tall 
man,  and  some  of  the  men  told  him  it  was  Captain  Semmes.  The  Sea 
King  left  the  island,  where  the  transfer  or  shipment  of  the  guns  had 
been  made,  at  the  same  time  the  Laurel  left.  The  Sea  King  had  the 
confederate  flag  flying  at  the  time  they  left  her.  Captain  Corbett  left 
the  Sea  King,  went  to  Teneriffe  on  the  Laurel,  and  returned  with  the 
men  to  England  on  the  Calabar,  and  reached  Liverpool  yesterday. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Moran  to  Mr.  Seioard. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  Stai'es, 

London,  November  12,  1864. 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  Mr.  Adams  being  out  of  town,  I  beg  to  say  that  a 
letter  lias  just  been  received  at  this  legation  fromMr.  Dabney,  the  United 
States  consul, at  Teneriffe,  the  purport  of  which  is  as  follows : 

The  English  blockade-runner  Laiu^el,  Eamsay,  master,  arrived  at  that 
port  on  the  night  of  the  21st  of  October,  and  landed  forty-two  men,  said 
to  have  been  picked  up  in  their  own  boats  near  the  Desertas,  and  to 
have  belonged  to  the  English  steamer  Sea  King,  which  foundered  at  sea 
near  that  place. 

On  landing,  Captain  Corbett,  late  master  of  the  Sea  King,  declared 
that  he  intended  to  maintain  his  crew  at  his  own  expense,  and  to  pay 
their  passage  to  England,  and  should  require  no  assistance  from  the 
British  consul.  He  accordingly  placed  them  at  an  hotel,  at  double  the 
ordinary  expense  for  keeping  seamen,  and  the  money  to  defray  the  cost 
was  advanced  by  the  house  of  Bruce,  Hamilton  &  Co.,  to  whom  it  was 
said  Corbett  brought  letters.  He  did  not  note  a  protest,  which  excited  Mr. 
Dabney's  suspicion.  That  gentleman  at  ouce  set  about  trying  to  dis- 
cover the  truth,  but  failed  to  elicit  anything  from  either  Her  Majesty's 
consul  or  Captain  Corbett's  consignees.  He  then  called  on  the  comman- 
dant de  la  marina,  stated  his  suspicions,  and  asked  that  officer  to  investi- 
gate the  circumstances  attending  the  alleged  loss  of  the  Sea  King.  He 
wrote  an  oflicial  letter  which  was  answered  at  the  expiration  of  two  days. 
This  letter  was  remarkable ;  the  consul  stated  that  the  Sea  King  had 
not  foundered,  but  had  been  sold  at  sea ;  that  the  transfer  was  there 
made  to  the  purchasers,  and  the  price  paid  down,  and  that  that  was  why 
the  captain  paid  all  the  expenses  of  the  men. 

Mr.  Dabney  being  satisfied  that  the  transfer  had  been  made  to  the 
rebels,  and  that  the  ship  would  be  armed  in  that  vicinity,  as  the  No. 
290  had  been,  went  to  Her  Majesty's  consul  to  see  the  register.  This 
was  shown  to  him  reluctantly,  and  he  was  not  permitted  to  copy  it.  He, 
however,  carried  off  in  his  memory  that  she  is  about  1,070  tons,  was 
built  on  the  Clyde  in  1863,  is  of  two  hundred  horse-power,  and  was  lately 
owned  by  William  Wallace,  banker,  London.  She  is  three-masted, 
square  rigged,  round  stern,  and  has  a  bust  head  and  a  poop.  She  cleared 
from  London  for  Bombay. 

The  forty-two  men  were  at  Teneriffe  still  on  the  29th  October,  (the  date 
of  Mr.  Dabney's  letter,)  but  were  about  to  proceed  to  Liverpool  in  the 
steamer  Calabar.  This  is  Mr.  Dabney's  report.  I  have  already  com- 
municated the  facts  to  Messrs.  Morse  and  Dudley,  so  as  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  ]S^iagara  and  Sacramento.  The  Sea  King  went  from  Lon- 
don on  the  9th  of  October,  and  Mr.  Morse  has  no  doubt  reported  her  to 
you.  That  she  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Semmes  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
believing.  The  Laurel  took  that  pirate  out  from  Liverpool  clearly  to 
meet  her  at  sea,  and  provided  her  with  arms ;  but  I  hope  the  Sacra- 
mento will  catch  both  the  Sea  King  and  Semmes. 
I  am,  my  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ'K  MOEAJ^^. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

ISo.  815.  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  During  my  absence  from  town  my  secretary,  Mr.  Moran,  received 
from  Mr.  Dabney  information  relating  to  the  fitting  out  of  the  Sea  King 
at  Teneriffe,  -which  he  transmitted  to  you  by  the  last  steamer.  Since 
then  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  has  obtained  depositions  from 
two  of  the  seamen  of  that  vessel,  who  refused  to  enlist  under  Captain 
Semmes,  and  has  furnished  copies  to  me.  I  have  concluded,  in  advance 
of  the  instructions  which  I  shall  doubtless  receive,  to  send  copies  at 
once  to  Lord  Eussell  with  a  brief  note,  merely  reenforcing  the  position 
already  taken  in  mine  of  the  10th  instant ;  a  copy  of  which  also  goes  to 
you  by  this  steamer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  note  of  the  10th,  referred  to,  see  dispatch  No.  814  of  Mr.  Adams 
to  Mr.  Seward,  under  subdivision  "The  Alabama."    Vol.  3,  p.  304.] 


[luclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  18,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  now  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  T.  H. 
Dudley,  esq.,  covering  the  depositions  of  two  seamen  on  board  of  the 
steamer  Sea  King,  who  have  returned  to  that  place.  It  will  be  seen 
from  these  that  the  statement  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to  your 
lordship  in  my  note  of  the  10th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  Captain  Seinmes, 
is  sustained  in  every  particular. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  (6c.,  &c.,  <£;c. 


[luclosure  No.  2.] 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  November  16,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  the  English  steamer  Laurel,  which 
sailed  from  this  port,  as  was  at  the  time  supposed,  on  a  piratical  cruise 
against  the  United  States,  on  the  9th  of  October  last,  with  confed- 
erate ofllcers  and  English  seamen,  (many  of  whom  had  belonged  to 
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the  pirate  Alabama,)  and  the  English  steamer  Sea  King,  that  sailed 
from  London  on  the  8th  of  the  same  month,  met  at  the  island  of  Ma- 
deira on  the  18th  of  October.  The  Sea  King  on  her  arrival  signaled  the 
Laurel  to  come  out ;  the  Laurel  then  steered  for  the  island  of  Porto 
Santo,  which  is  within  sight  of  Madeira  and  some  twenty-six  miles  dis- 
tant, where  she  anchored  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  shore. 
The  Sea  King  followed  and  also  anchored  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  shore,  when  the  Laurel  came  alongside,  made  fast,  and  imme- 
diately began  to  transfer  the  guns,  six  in  number,  gun-carriages,  shot 
and  Shell,  powder,  «&;c.,  and  the  officers  and  men  she  brought  from  Eng- 
land, to  the  Sea  King.  Captain  Gorbett,  of  the  Sea  King,  then  called  all 
the  men  aft,  told  them  he  had  sold  the  vessel  to  the  confederates,  and 
that  she  was  to  become  a  confederate  cruiser  to  burn  and  destroy  mer- 
chantmen like  the  Alabama,  and  advised  them  all  to  join  her.  After 
great  efforts,  some  of  the  crew  of  the  Sea  King  and  some  of  the  crew  of 
the  Laurel,  after  having  been  supplied  with  liquor,  and  under  its  influ- 
ence, were  induced  to  enlist  on  her.  The  commander,  dressed  in  a  gray 
uniform,  supposed  to  be  Captain  Semmes,  was  then  introduced  to  the 
men  by  Captain  Corbett.  He  told  them  that  the  Sea  King  was  now  the 
confederate  steamer  Shenandoah.  The  men  who  refused  to  enlist  in 
the  Shenandoah  were  taken  on  the  Laurel  and  conveyed  to  Teneriffe, 
from  where  they,  with  Captain  Corbett  and  his  officers,  were  brought 
to  this  port  on  the  13th  instant  in  the  steamer  Calebar.  AVhen  they 
left  the  Sea  King  (now  called  the  Shenandoah)  she  had  the  confederate 
flag  flying,  and  had  entered,  no  doubt,  upon  her  cruise  of  burning  and 
destruction.  The  men  who  refused  to  enlist  on  board  were  told  when 
they  reached  Teneriffe  that  they  must  say  they  were  destitute  British 
seamen,  and  that  their  vessel  was  lost.  Those  who  returned  to  this  port 
were  paid  on  Saturday  and  yesterday  at  the  Sailors'  Home  in  Liver- 
pool. Three  months'  extra  wages  were  given  to  each  man  in  addition 
to  what  was  due  him,  the  clerk  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  owner  of  the  vessel 
when  she  sailed,  paying  the  money.  The  owner  of  the  Sea  King,  Rich- 
ard Wright,  is  a  British  subject  and  merchant,  residing  in  Liverpool. 
He  was  in  the  vessel  when  she  sailed,  and  accompanied  her  as  far  as 
Deal.  Captain  Peter  S.  Corbett  and  his  officers,  who  took  her  out,  were 
also  British  subjects.  Henry  Lafore,  the  owner  of  the  Laurel,  is  also  a 
British  subject  and  merchant,  residing  in  Liverpool.  Captain  Eamsey, 
who  commanded  the  Laurel,  is  likewise  a  British  subject.  Both  vessels, 
the  Sea  King  and  Laurel,  are  British,  and  were  built  on  the  Clyde  and 
sailed  under  the  English  flag.  The  men  from  the  Laurel  and  Sea  King 
who  enlisted  are  also  British  subjects.  The  armament,  shot,  shell,  gun- 
powder, and  everything  down  to  the  coal  in  her  hold,  are  English — all 
the  produce  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain.  Even  the  bounty  money 
paid  for  enlisting  the  men  was  English  sovereigns ;  and  the  wages  to  be 
paid  for  the  cruise  is  contracted  for  and  to  be  paid  in  English  coin — 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  It  seems  to  me  that  nothing  is  wanting 
to  stamp  this  as  an  English  transaction  from  beginning  to  end ;  and 
the  vessel  now  called  the  Shenandoah  is  an  English  piratical  craft,  with- 
out regard  to  the  colors  she  may  display  or  show  when  in  chase  of  a 
peaceful  merchantman  or  whaler,  or  when  she  lights  up  the  ocean  with 
her  Are.  Captain  Corbett  and  his  officers  and  Eichard  Wright  and 
Henry  Lafore  no  doubt  are  now  in  LiveriDool  rejoicing  over  the  success- 
full  exploit  in  setting  afloat  another  vessel  to  destroy  and  burn  peace- 
ful ships  belonging  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  I  inclose 
you  copies  of  the  affidavits   of  John  Hercus   and  John  Wilson,  two 
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of  the  crew  of  tlie  Sea  King,  now  in  Liverpool,  establishing  the  above 
facts. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams,  &c.,  d-c,  &c. 


[Inelosure  No.  3.] 
Deposition  of  John  Wilson. 

John  Wilson,  a  carpenter,  residing  in  London,  but  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, being  duly  sworn,  says : 

I  am  a  ship-carpenter,  and  in  the  month  of  September  last,  1  and  John 
Hercus  were  looking  for  a  ship  in  London,  and  went  on  board  the  steamer 
Sea  King,  then  lying  in  the  East  India  dock,  and  spoke  to  the  mate.  He 
told  me  they  wanted  a  carpenter.  The  captain  was  not  on  board  at  the 
time ;  he  soon  came ;  I  stopped  until  he  came.  I  then  asked  him  if  he 
wanted  a  carpenter.  He  said  yes,  and  asked  me  if  I  was  married  or 
single,  and  said  lie  wanted  all  single  men — that  there  would  be  no 
monthly  money.  This  was  Captain  Corbett.  We  agreed  upon  wages 
at  £Q  6s.  per  month,  and  I  went  to  work  next  day.  I  signed  arti- 
cles on  the  5th  of  October,  at  Mr.  G-reen's  Sailors'  Home,  in  London,  for 
a  voyage  to  Bombay ;  thence  to  any  port  or  jjorts  ia  the  Indian  Ocean 
or  China  Seas,  Japan,  Australian  colonies,  Pacific  or  Atlantic  Oceans, 
and  back  to  a  jport  of  discharge  in  the  United  Kingdom,  voyage  not 
to  exceed  two  years.  I  received  a  note  at  the  time  I  signed  for  one 
month's  wages  in  advance.  I  got  this  note  cashed  by  a  mau  by  name 
of  Thompson.  I  think  his  name  is  James.  Heis  a  toolanerchant.  His 
place  of  business  is  St.  George's  street,  East  Loudon.  I  missed  the  ves- 
sel when  she  sailed  from  Lontlou  ou  the  morning  of  the  Sth  of  October. 
I  went  to  Deal  and  there  took  a  small  boat  from  the  shore,  and  with  the 
cook,  who  was  with  me,  went  on  board  the  Sea  King  the  same  day. 
When  I  got  on  board  the  Sea  King  I  found  her  nnder  the  command  of 
Peter  S.  Corbett,  the  caj)tain  who  engaged  me.  Mr.  Esemond  was  first 
officer.  Mr.  Wright,  the  owner  of  the  vessel,  was  also  ou  board  at  the 
time,  but  left  soon  after  I  reached  the  vessel.  We  then  made  steam  and 
sail  and  went  as  fast  as  they  would  carrj*^  us  until  we  got  out  of  the  Chan- 
nel. We  then  shortened  sail,  and  put  her  under  double-reefed  topsail, 
and  hoisted  up  the  screw,  and  i^ut  the  tires  out  in  the  furnaces,  and 
made  toward  the  island  of  Madeira  under  easy  sail.  We  remained  in 
this  way  for  five  days,  until  Monday  morning,  the  17th  of  October,  when 
the  fires  were  again  lighted  in  the  furnaces,  the  screw  lowered,  and 
vessel  put  under  steam.  That  evening  we  were  off  Madeira.  W'e  beat 
on  and  off  during  the  night ;  in  the  morning  we  went  up  off  the  town 
and  signaled  a  small  steamer  lying  at  anchor  with  her  steam  up.  I 
could  see  this  at  the  time.  She  answered  the  sigual  and  came  immedi- 
ately out  to  us,  and  proved  to  be  the  Laurel.  She  took  the  lead,  and  we 
followed  her  to  the  island  of  Porto  Sauto.  The  Laurel  anchored  within 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  shore,  in  seventeen  fathoms  water.  We 
came  up  to  her.  She  immediately  gave  us  the  soundings,  and  told  us  to 
let  go  our  anchor  and  she  would  draw  up  to  us.  We  did  so,  and  she  came 
up  alongside  and  madefastto  us  fore  and  aft.  This  was  abouttwo  o'clock 
on  Tuesd-ay  the  18th  of  October,  1864.  We  were  then  ordered  by  Captain 
Corbett  to  get  tacking  aloft  and  to  prepare  for  hoisting  in  large  cases 


THE    SEA   KING    OE    SHENANDOAH.  567 

from  the  steamer  Laurel.  I,  with  all  hands,  assisted  ia  this.  We  then 
commenced  taking  in  from  the  Laurel  guns,  gun-carriages,  shot,  shell, 
powder,  clothing,  goods,  &c.  We  took  in  six  guns,  four  68-pounders  and 
two  32-pounders,  with  carriages  to  mount  them  on  the  deck  of  the  Sea 
King.  There  was  a  very  large  quantity  of  shot  and  shell,  and  some  fifty 
or  sixty  barrels  of  gunpowder.  There  were  also  three  or  four  small  brass 
swivel  guns,  I  should  say  three  or  four  pounders,  and  a  great  many  cases 
marked  "  glass,  with  care."  I  do  not  know  what  they  contained.  The 
last  thing  we  took  in  was  a  safe,  very  heavy.  Captain  Gorbett  of  the 
Sea  King,  and  his  offlcers,  and  Captain  Eamsey  of  the  steamer  Laurel, 
superintended  and  assisted  in  the  transfer  of  the  armament  from  one 
vessel  to  the  other.  We  continued  working  until  two  o'clock  on  Wednes  ■ 
day  morning,  when  we  were  knocked  off  for  two  hours'  rest.  We  went 
at  it  again,  and  continued  until  about  ten  o'clock,  when  we  finished. 
During  the  whole  of  this  time  the  Sea  King  remained  at  anchor  within 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  shore.  The  fires  were  kept  up  in  the  fur- 
naces, and  steam  up  on  both  vessels  from  the  time  we  arrived  at  Porto 
Santo  until  we  left.  About  one  hour  after  we  came  to  anchor,  Esemond, 
the  first  officer  of  the  Sea  King,  came  to  me  and  told  me  to  have  one  of 
the  shackle  pins  started  and  ready  to  slip  the  cable  at  a  moment's  notice. 
I  did  so,  and  I  had  it  all  in  readiness  during  the  whole  of  the  time  we 
were  there.  The  Sea  King  had  two  guns  on  board,  mounted  on  her 
decks,  when  she  left  London  ;  they  were  about  12-pounders.  She  had 
also  a  very  large  quantity  of  provisions,  and  about  seven  hundred  tons 
of  coal.  After  we  had  finished  taking  in  the  things  from  the  Laurel, 
the  mate  came  and  called  all  hands  aft,  and  said  the  captain  wanted  to 
see  us.  TS'e  all  went  and  gathered  around  the  cabin  doors,  and  Captain 
Corbett  came  out  and  said,  "  Well,  men,  I  have  sold  the  ship  to  the 
confederates ;  she  is  to  belong  to  their  navy,  to  be  a  cruiser  to  burn  and 
destroy  merchant  vessels,  and  whalers  in  particular;  she  is  not  to  fight 
but  merely  to  take  prizes,  and  there  will  be  a  first-rate  chance  for  any 
of  you  young  men  who  will  stop  by  the  vessel,  and  I  should  advise  you 
to  do  it."  The  general  reply  made  by  the  men  was  that  we  did  not 
want  anything  to  do  with  her.  The  new  captain  then  came  out  of  the 
cabin  and  asked  if  we  would  not  join.  He  was  dressed  in  a  gray  uni- 
form. Captain  Corbett  introduced  the  man  when  he  came  out  as  the 
American  officer  who  was  to  have  command  of  the  ship,  but  did  not 
mention  his  name ;  said  he  would  pay  the  seamen  £4  per  month 
and  £10  bounty.  One  of  the  engineers,  one  of  the  firemen,  and 
two  of  the  seamen  consented  to  join,  and  took  the  money  and  signed 
the  articles.  The  officer  in  uniform,  when  he  came  out  to  us,  an- 
nounced that  the  Sea  King  was  now  the  Shenandoah,  of  the  confed- 
erate navy.  Liquor  had  been  served  among  the  men,  during  the  time 
we  were  making  the  transfer,  in  profusion — some  were  under  its  inilu- 
ence.  It  was  brought  round  twice  after  we  got  through,  and  offered 
to  the  men.  They  made  great  efforts  to  induce  the  men  to  join. 
They  raised  the  wages  to  £7  and  £15  bounty  for  able  seamen.  They 
offered  me  £16  a  month  and  £15  bounty.  I  declined  to  accept  it 
or  to  stop  with  them  on  any  terms.  A  bucket  of  sovereigns  was 
brought  out  on  the  deck  to  tempt  the  men  to  join.  A  portion  of  the 
crew  of  the  Laurel  joined.  The  person  whom  Captain  Corbett  intro- 
duced to  us  as  the  commander  of  the  Shenandoah  came  out  on  the  Lau- 
rel. There  were  a  number  of  others  who  also  came  out  on  the  Laurel — 
I  should  say  about  forty.  We  left  them  on  board  of  the  Shenandoah. 
Some  were  acting  as  officers.  One  of  them,  pointing  at  the  commander, 
who  was  standing  on  the  deck,  said  he  was  Captain  Semmes,    The 
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chief  engineer  of  the  Laurel,  who  came  to  Liverpool  with  us,  also  told 
me  while  we  were  coming  home  that  it  was  Captain  Semmes  who  had 
taten  the  command,  and  that  they  had  taken  him  out  with  them  in  the 
Laurel.  Captain  Corbett  came  out  of  the  cabin  and  told  us  he  was  off, 
and  bid  us  follow  him.  "We  took  our  things  and  went  on  the  Laurel 
with  him.  They  were  then  unfastened.  A  bark  at  the  time  was  run- 
ning down  the  island.  We  steamed  out  and  met  her  with  the  Laurel, 
leaving  the  Sea  King  where  she  was.  The  bark  raised  the  English 
ensign.  When  we  saw  this  we  took  a  sweep  round  her,  and  went  back 
to  the  Sea  King,  or  Shenandoah,  and  told  her  it  was  all  right.  We  re- 
mained for  about  three  hours  after  this,  waiting  for  the  dispatches  from 
the  Shenandoah.  They  were  brought  to  us  in  the  Laurel's  boat  about 
twenty  minutes  before  we  left ;  and  after  the  bark  had  gone  round  the 
corner  of  the  island  the  Shenandoah  hoisted  the  confederate  flag  and  the 
Laurel  hoisted  the  English .  These  flags  rem  ained  flying  until  the  vessels 
got  out  of  sight.  She  seemed  to  be  going  to  the  west  when  we  last  saw 
her,  and  we  stood  for  Teneriffe.  The  steamer  Laurel  was  in  command 
during  the  time  of  Captain  Eamsey.  We  arrived  at  Teneriffe  on  Friday, 
the  21st  of  October.  We  were  not  permitted  to  go  on  shore,  or  any 
boats  allowed  alongside,  until  Saturday,  and  until  after  she  had  coaled. 
After  she  had  coaled,  got  up  her  steam,  and  was  ready  to  sail,  we 
were  permitted  to  land.  Within  an  hour  after  we  left  her  she  was  out 
of  sight.  The  men  were  told  before  they  left  the  Laurel  that  if  any  one 
asked  us  after  we  got  on  shore  where  we  were  from,  that  we  must  tell 
them  that,  we  were  distressed  British  seamen,  and  had  lost  our  ships. 
Some  of  the  men  made  a  complaint  to  the  British  consul  at  Teneriffe, 
but  I  did  not  do  so.  Captain  Corbett  paid  my  board  at  Teneriffe,  and 
my  passage  home  to  Liverpool  on  the  IBritish  steamer  Calabar,  which, 
arrived  here  on  Friday  morning  last,  and  did  the  same  for  the  other 
men.  The  officers,  including  the  captain,  who  went  out  in  the  Sea 
King,  except  one  of  the  engineers,  came  to  England  with  us..  Captain 
Corbett  offered  to  pay  us  two  months'  extra  wages,  and  to  pay  our  ex- 
penses back  to  England,  before  we  left  the  Sea  King.  This  was  after 
we  had  refused  to  join.  We  declined  to  take  this,  and  he  then  said  he 
would  bring  us  back  to  England,  and  what  the  law  would  allow  us  we 
would  get.  After  we  had  arrived  in  Liverpool,  the  first  mate  told  us 
they  would  settle  with  us  the  next  day,  at  eleven  o'clock,  at  the  Sailors' 
Home,  in  Liverpool.  We  went  at  the  time,  and  one  of  Mr.  "Wright's  clerks 
(the  owner  of  the  Sea  King)  was  there,  and  with  the  first  mate  made  out 
the  accounts.  They  offered  us  all  three  months'  extra  wages  if  we  would 
sign  clear  of  the  ship.  Some  took  this  at  once.  I  refused  at  the  time, 
but  agreed  this  morning  to  receive  it.  They  paid  me  £19  17s.,  and  I 
signed  clear  of  the  vessel.  Mr.  "Wright's  clerk  paid  me  the  money.  The 
Sea  King  was  under  the  English  flag  when  she  left  London,  and  I 
remained  until  we  left  her  and  went  on  board  the  Laurel.  The  Laurel 
remained  under  the  English  flag  all  the  time,  or  at  least  until  she  landed 
us  at  Teneriffe.  Captain  Corbett  and  Captain  Eamsey  are  both  British 
subjects.  The  officers  who  took  out  both  the  Sea  King  and  Laurel  were 
also  all  British  subjects.  The  men  who  enlisted  from  the  Sea  King,  and 
those  who  enlisted  from  the  Laurel  to  serve  on  the  Shenandoah,  were 
also  all  British  subjects. 

JOHX  WILSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  November,  1861. 

J.  PEAliSON, 

A  Commissioner  to  Adminhicr  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 
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[In closure  No.  4.] 
Deposition  of  John  Hercus. 
John  Hercus,  residing  at  the  Sailors'  Home,  in  Liverpool,  being  sworn, 


On  or  about  the  25th  of  September  last  past,  I  and  John  Wilson,  a 
ship's  carpenter,  were  looking  for  a  ship  in  London,  and  went  on  board 
the  steamship  Sea  King,  lying  in  the  East  India  dock,  and  spoke  to  the 
chief  mate.  He  pointed  out  the  captain,  whose  name  we  were  informed 
was  Corbett,  and  we  spoke  to  him  about  going  in  the  ship.  He  asked 
us  if  we  were  single  men,  and  said  he  wanted  all  single  men  if  he  could 
get  them.  He  told  me  that  the  ship  would  be  ready  in  ten  days  or  a 
fortnight,  and  if  I  liked  to  wait  he  would  give  me  the  chance.  He 
asked  the  carpenter  if  he  could  come  to  work  at  once,  and  he  agreed  to 
do  so,  and  went  to  work  next  morning.  On  or  about  the  5th  of  October 
I  went  to  the  Sailors'  Home,  and  there  signed  articles  as  able  sea- 
man, at  £2  10s.  a  month — for  a  voyage  to  Bombay,  thence  to  any  port 
or  ports  in  the  Indian  Ocean  or  China  Seas,  Japan,  or  Australian 
Colonies,  Pacific  or  Atlantic  Oceans,  and  back  to  a  port  in  the  United 
Kingdom — voyage  not  to  exceed  two  years.  I  received  a  note  for  a 
months'  advance,  which  I  got  cashed  at  Isabella  Colder's,  No.  6  Bird 
street.  East  London.  On  Friday,  the  7th  of  October,  I  took  my 
clothes  on  board,  when  we  were  told  she  was  not  going  until  Saturday 
morning,  the' 8th.  On  the  next  morning,  Saturday,  the  8th,  about  half- 
past  three,  I  went  on  board ;  she  was  then  at  the  dock-gates,  ready  to  go 
into  the  river.  Between  5  and  6  she  got  steam  up,  and  steamed  down 
the  river  under  command  of  Captain  Corbett,  the  same  who  engaged  me 
on  the  25th  of  September.  On  our  way  down  the  river  we  ran  into  a 
sloop  and  carried  away  her  mast.  We  stopped  off  Deal,  and  the 
carpenter  and  cook  came  on  board  there;  and  a  Mr.  Wright,  whom  I 
recognized,  having  seen  him  before,  and  who  I  was  told  was  the  owner 
of  the  Sea  King,  went  ashore.  We  then  steamed  down  the  channel, 
and  the  next  day,  or  next  but  one,  when  we  got  clear  of  the  land,  the 
screw  was  hauled  up,  and  we  kept  going  under  easy  canvas  until  within 
a  day's  sail  from  Madeira.  We  then  got  steam  up  again,  and  steamed 
to  Madeira,  where  we  arrived  on  Monday  afternoon,  about  the  17th  of 
October.  We  went  abreast,  and  then  went  back ;  dodged  off  until 
daylight  next  morning,  when  we  went  abreast  of  the  port  and  signalized 
a  small  screw-steamer  lying  in  the  port,  and  she  answered.  We  then 
steered  out  seaward.  The  small  steamer  before  mentioned  immediately 
followed  and  came  to  us.  We  then  made  all  sail  and  steam,  the  other 
vessel  following,  and  went  to  a  small  island  within  sight  of  Madeira. 
There  we  anchored  in  seventeen  fathoms  water,  and  the  other  vessel, 
which  proved  to  be  the  Laurel,  of  Glasgow,  (which  I  saw  marked  on  the 
boats,)  came  alongside.  We,  the  crew  of  the  Sea  King,  were  then  ordered 
to  get  ready  purchases  for  lifting  heavy  weights,  which  we  were  told 
were  guns  from  the  Laurel.  A  man  who  came  from  the  Laurel,  and  who 
was  addressed  as  gunner,  told  me  that  some  of  the  cases  weighed  three 
tons  and  a  half,  and  contained  68  and  32-pounders,  with  a  quantity  of 
shot  and  shells ;  and  there  were  a  number  of  barrels,  sixty  or  more,  con- 
taining powder.  We  worked  from  about  3  o'clock  that  (Tuesday)  after- 
noon until  about  2  the  next  morning.  We  then  rested  about  two  hours, 
and  were  then  set  to  work  again,  and  worked  till  about  10  in  the 
(Wednesday)  morning,  transshipping  the  arms,  cases  of  shot  and  shell, 
barrels  of  powder,  a  number  of  bales  and  cases  of  light  goods.    While 


570  INSURGENT   CRUISEES. 

transshipping  the  guns  one  of  tlie  cases  caught  the  rail  and  caused  the 
seam  to  open  so  that  I  could  put  my  hand  in,  which  I  did,  and  felt  the  gun. 
I  remarked  to  the  gunner  that  it  was  a  big  gun,  and  he  said,  yes,  it 
was  a  68-pounder.  We  were  in  a  great  hurry,  and  uot  particular 
in  the  way  we  handled  the  boxes ;  and  in  putting  the  shot  and  shell  into 
the  hold  of  the  Sea  King  some  of  the  boxes  broke,  and  I  saw  the  shot 
and  shell.  We  were  then  called  aft,  and  as  we  went  an  iron  safe  was 
hoisted  from  the  Laurel,  and  I  aad  a  number  of  others  were  ordered  to 
carry  it  aft  into  the  cabin — which  we  did.  It  was  as  much  as  four  of  us 
could  manage,  and  by  the  rattling  sound  we  judged  it  contained  money. 
The  cases  of  guns,  safe,  &c.,  were  got  up  on  the  deck  of  the  Laurel  by  her 
men,  then  made  fast  to  our  purchases  and  swung  aboard  the  Sea  King. 
Captain  Corbett  was  superintending  the  transfer  and  giving  orders.  A 
few  minutes  after  we  had  got  the  safe  into  the  cabin  the  chief  oflScer, 
Mr.  Esemond,  called  us  all  aft,  and  we  went. '  Captain  Corbett  then  came 
out  and  said :  "  Now,  men,  I  sold  the  ship  to  the  confederates,  and 
all  you  men  who  like  to  join,  I'll  give  you  two  months'  wages."  We 
asked  him  what  she  was  going  to  do,  and  he  said  she  was  going  to  be  a 
confederate  cruiser,  same  as  the  Alabama,  but  she  was  not  going  to  JSight. 
He  said,  "As  you  are  all  young  men,  I  advise  you  to  join  her,  as  you  will 
make  a  fine  thing  of  it.''  He  said  he  would  give  us  £4  a  month  and 
j£10  bounty,  and  tried  all  he  could  to  x^ersuade  us  to  join.  I  said  I 
would  not  join,  but  four  others  said  they  would ;  one  was  a  fireman, 
one  an  engineer,  and  two  were  ordinary  seamen.  They  were  under  the 
influence  of  liquor,  which  had  been  supplied  freely  to  all  who  would 
take  it  since  we  commenced  taking  in  the  guns.  When  they  found  us 
unwilling  to  go,  the  wages  and  bounty  were  increased,  until  we  were 
offered  £1  a  month  and  £16  bounty,  and  to  sign  the  articles  for  six 
mouths ;  a  bucket  containing  sovereigns  was  brought  on  deck,  and  the 
offlcers  took  up  handfuls  to  tempt  the  men  on  deck.  The  four  who  con- 
sented to  go  went  into  the  cabin,  and  I  afterward  saw  one  of  them  with 
twenty-eight  sovereigns  in  his  hand.  Captain  Corbett,  about  an  hour 
afterwards,  came  to  me  and  the  others  who  refused  to  join,  and  said, 
"Now,  men,  follow  me;"  and  we  went  with  him  on  board  the  Laurel, 
and  took  our  things.  About  forty  persons  came  on  board  the  Sea 
King  from  the  Laurel,  including  seven  or  eight  of  the  crew  of  the 
Laurel,  the  others  being  passengers.  One  of  the  men  from  the  Laurel 
pointed  out  a  man  on  the  bridge  of  the  Sea  King,  and  said  he  was 
Captain  Semmes.  He  was  one  of  the  passengers  who  came  from  the 
Laurel,  and  the  officers  who  tried  to  induce  us  to  go  were  also  jiasseu- 
gers  from  the  Laurel.  Some  of  the  other  passengers  from  the  Laurel 
told  me  they  were  sailors,  and  had  come  to  join.  When  we  got  on  board 
the  Laurel  a  bark  hove  in  sight,  and  the  Laurel  cast  oft'  from  the  Sea 
King  and  steered  toward  her.  The  bark  hoisted  English  colors,  and 
the  Laurel  then  went  back  toward  the  Sea  King  and  made  to  her  a 
signal,  which  I  was  told  meant  all  right.  The  Sea  King  then  hoisted 
the  confederate  flag  and  got  under  way,  and  we  steered  toward  Tene- 
riffe.  We  did  not  see  the  Sea  King  afterward.  Up  to  the  time  of  the 
transfer  of  the  guns,  they,  the  Sea  King  and  Laurel,  were  under  the 
English  flag,  and  hoisted  it  to  each  other  on  the  waj^  from  Madeira  to 
the  island.  When  the  American  ofUcers  who  came  from  the  Laurel  to 
the  Sea  King  Avere  trying  to  persuade  us  to  go  in  her,  they  said,  "You 
had  better  go  in  the  Shenandoah,"  which  the  Sea  King  was  to  be  called. 
They  promised  us  the  best  of  living,  and  said  the  best  of  provisions 
wonld  be  taken  out  of  the  prizes,  and  all  that  were  then  aboard  which 
were  not  good  would  be  thrown  overboard.    We  were  kept  on  board 
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the  Laurel  at  Teneriffe  until  she  had  coaled  and  was  ready  for  sea. 
The  mate  came  to  us  and  said  that.  Captain  Corbett  had  sent  him  to 
say  that  we  were  to  say,  on  shore,  that  we  were  distressed  British  sea- 
men, and  had  been  shipwrecked.  Some  of  the  men  got  too  much  liquor 
and  were  kicking  up  a  row  at  the  hotel,  and  the  captain  gave  them  in 
charge  of  the  police,  and  they  were  put  in  jail.  He  told  us  the  quieter 
we  kept  about  the  affair  the  better  it  would  be  for  us.  We  said  if  he 
did  not  get  us  better  living  we  should  go  to  the  English  consul,  and  he 
said  we  might.  We  went  to  him  and  he  took  our  statements,  and  said 
he  should  send  it  to  the  board  of  trade  in  Liverpool.  The  Calabar, 
mail  steamer,  was  then  expected,  and  when  she  arrived  Captain  Cor- 
bett told  us  we  were  to  go  home  in  her  as  passengers,  and  we  came  in 
her,  along  with  Captain  Corbett,  and  the  mate,  and  the  second  mate 
of  the  Sea  King.  The  mate  told  us  last  night  we  should  be  paid  off 
to-day  at  the  Sailors'  Home.  I  went  to  the  pay  office  this  morning  and 
received  an  account  of  wages  from  the  shipping-master,  signed  W.  W. 
Tucker.  Some  of  the  meu  took  their  pay,  and  were  paid  three  months' 
extra.  Both  Captain  Corbett  and  the  men  who  engaged  in  the  Sea 
King,  as  stated,  were  Englishmen.  I  believe  Captain  Corbett  lives  in 
Liverpool. 

JOHlf  HEECUS. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  Liverpool,  this  12th  day  of  November,  1864. 

T.  G.  GEAPFLBS, 

Police  Magistrate. 


[Communicated  by  the  Britisli  Legation.] 
Uarl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

FoEBiGK  Office,  December  8,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  dis- 
patch from  Her  Majesty's  consul  at  Teneriffe,  stating  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  steam.ship  Sea  Kiug  has  come  into  the  possession  of 
officers  of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  have  at  the  same  time  to  acquaint  you  that  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment took  immediate  steps,  on  the  arrival  in  England  of  the  men  referred 
to  in  Mr.  Consul  Graham's  dispatch,  who  had  formed  x)art  of  the 
crew  of  the  Sea  King,  to  make  an  investigation  into  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  that  under  the  advice  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Ci^own 
Her  Majesty's  government  have  given  directions  that  Captain  Corbett 
shall  be  prosecuted  for  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  cDc,  cfcc,  &c. 
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[Inclosurc] 

Mr.  Grattan  to  Earl  Bussell. 

British  Consulate, 

Teneriffe,  October  30, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  British  steam- 
vessel  Laurel,  of  the  port  of ,  bound  from  Liverpool  to  Nassau, 

arrived  here  on  the  21st  instant  for  the  purpose  of  coaling. 

The  master,  J.  F.  Eamsey,  on  presenting  himself  at  this  oflfice,  stated 
that  he  wished  to  land  sixty-three  passengers,  who  were  to  proceed  to 
England  by  the  next  Liverpool  steamer,  and  that  these  persons  were 
the  master  and  crew  of  the  British  steamer  Sea  King,  of  London,  which 
vessel  had  been  wrecked  off  the  Desertas.  The  Laurel  continued  her 
voyage  on  the  23d  instant.  The  master,  ow  getting  up  uteam,  and  not 
before,  landed  the  above-mentioned  seamen. 

The  master  of  the  Sea  King,  P.  S.  Corbett,  did  not  call  at  this  office, 
as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  either  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  protest,  or 
to  claim  assistance.  Therefore,  on  the  25th  instant  I  sent  to  desire  his 
attendance,  and  demanded  the  certificate  of  registry  of  his  vessel,  in 
pursuance  of  instructions  contained  in  No.  19  paragraph  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  Instructions.  On  handing  me  this  certificate,  he  informed  me 
that  his  vessel  had  not  been  wrecked,  but  that  she  had  been  sold  in 
London,  and  delivered  to  her  owners  on  the  high  seas,  and  that  himself 
and  his  crew  had  landed  here  for  the  purpose  of  returning  to  England 
as  passengers  in  the  west  coast  of  Africa  mail  steamer,  due  at  this  port 
on  the  30th  instant! 

The  discrepance  between  the  statement  of  the  two  masters  led  me  to 
seek  for  farther  information  respecting  this  matter,  and  the  substance  of 
the  declaration  I  have  obtained  from  George  Welby,  Edwin  Everall, 
John  Ellison,  (R.  il.  V.  18,  556,)  and  John  Hercus,  all  seamen  belonging 
to  the  crew  of  the  steam-vessel  Sea  King,  is  as  follows: 

The  Laurel  sailed  from  Liverpool,  bound  to  Nassau,  with  twenty-six 
supposed  officers  and  sixty-two  seamen  besides  her  own  crew,  sixty-five 
to  sixty  shells,  about  five  tons  of  gunpowder,  and  various  other  muni- 
tions of  war.  She  proceeded  to  Madeira,  where  she  took  about  three 
hundred  tons  of  coal.  The  Sea  King  sailed  from  London  on  the  7th 
instant,  and  also  proceeded  to  the  offing  of  Fimchal  Roads. 

Both  vessels  then  steamed  to  a  place  off  the  Desertas,  where  the  sea 
was  smooth,  and  the  officers  and  men,  arms,  and  munitions  of  war  were 
transferred  from  the  Laurel  to  the  Sea  King  on  the  20th  instant.  The 
cases  of  arms  were  at  once  opened,  and  the  seamen  armed  themselves 
with  ciitlasses  and  revolvers.  One  of  the  officers  then  took  command  of 
the  vessel  in  the  name  of  the  government  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
States  of  America.  Some  of  the  crew  of  the  Laurel  joined  the  Sea 
King.  The  remainder  of  her  intended  crew  are  to  be  sent  out  from 
England. 

The  sixty-two  seamen  now  here,  in  charge  of  the  former  master  of  the 
Sea  King,  awaiting  a  passage  to  England,  refused  to  join  the  confede- 
rate ■\'essel,  though  as  much  as  £17  per  man  was  offered  to  them  as 
bounty. 

In  consequence  of  having  become  aware  that  a  serious  offense  against 
British  law  had  been  committed  on  board  a  British  ship,  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  take  the  depositions  upon  oath  of  four  of  the  seamen  of 
the  Sea  King,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
according  to  instructions. 
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These  depositions,  in  my  opinion,  contain  evidence  sufficient  to  sub- 
stantiate a  charge  against  the  master,  P.  S.  Oorbett,  of  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  "  foreign  enlistment  act."  I,  therefore,  pursuant  to  para- 
graph 127  of  the  consular  instructions,  deem  it  proper  to  send  the  offender 
in  safe  control  to  England,  in  order  that  cognizance  of  the  offense  may- 
be taken. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  sixty-two  seamen  now  here  are  about  to  pro- 
ceed to  England  by  the  west  coast  of  Africa  mail  steamer,  which  leaves 
this  port  for  England  on  this  day. 
I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  J.  GEATTAN,  Consul. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Oefice,  February  1,  1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  case  of  the  Shenandoah  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that,  having  ascertained  the  names  of  the  brokers  by 
whom  that  vessel  had  been  sold,  I  caused  them  to  be  asked  whether 
they  had  any  objection  to  state  the  circumstances  under  which  she  was 
sold,  and  particularly  whether  she  ■rt'as  sold  to  an  agent  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  States. 

I  have  been  informed  by  the  brokers,  in  reply,  that  the  Shenandoah, 
then  the  Sea  King,  was  sold  by  them  to  a  British  subject  at  Liverpool, 
in  the  usual  way,  and  that  the  bill  of  sale,  &c.,  passed  through  Her 
Majesty's  customs  in  due  order.  The  brokers  further  state  that  after 
the  sale  of  the  vessel  they  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  her,  and 
that  she  remained  in  dock  for  some  weeks,  being  entered  out  for  Bom- 
bay. 

The  brokers  add  that  they  are  not  aware,  nor  have  they  any  knowl- 
edge, that  any  confederate  agent  had  anything  to  do  with  the  ship 
during  her  stay  in  this  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  c&c,  <S;c. 


Mr.  Kirlcjpatriclc  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  44.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  November  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  celebrated  steamer  Alexandra,  now  Mary,  Collier,  master, 
arrived  here  yesterday  from  England,  via  Bermuda.  She  is  a  small 
vessel,  bark-rigged,  propeller,  one  long  and  small  smoke-stack  between 
her  fore  and  main  mast.  She  lies  in  the  stream,  and  no  information  has 
yet  been  discovered  of  her  intentions  or  destination,  but  she  is  evidently 
to  be  fitted  out  somewhere.  She  is  evidently  not  intended  for  blockade 
running. 

The  Colonel  Lamb  and  Laurel  (the  latter  that  brought  Semmes  and 
crew  to  Madeira,  as  supposed)  sailed  a  few  days  since.    Almost  every 
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one  here  is  convinced  that  one  or  both  of  them  are  intended  for  armed 
vessels. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  KIEKPATEIOK. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  21allory  to  2Ir.  Trenhohn. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 
-/Vat'2/  Department,  Richmond,  December  19, 1864. 
Sir:  Agreeably  with  our  understanding  of  the  17th  instant,  after  con- 
ferring with  Lieutenant  Eamsay,  the  Laurel  has  been  transferred  to 
the  treasury  department,  and  Lieutenant  Eamsay  has  been  directed  to 
continue  in  command  of  the  vessel  and  to  carry  out  your  instructions 
relative  to  both  the  vessel  and  cargo. 

I  will  thank  you  to  instruct  your  agents  to  arrange  with  Commander 
Bulloch,  in  Liverpool  for  the  cost  of  the  vessel,  which  I  understand  from 
Lieutenant  Eamsay  to  be  about  £12,000,  and  to  inform  me  thereof,  that 
I  may  advise  Commander  Bulloch  on  the  subject. 
I  am  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  C  A.  Trenholm, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Trenholm  to  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 

Treasiirt  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  December  24,  1864. 
Sirs  :  The  steamer  Laurel  is  about  to  sail  from  Charleston  with  a 
cargo  of  cotton,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Eamsay.  He  will  have 
a  power  of  attorney  from  John  Fraser  &  Co.  to  sell  the  steamer  in 
Nassau,  if  possible.  Failing  to  do  so,  he  will  take  her  to  England  to  be 
sold  by  you.  The  proceeds  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  less  about  £12,000, 
which  you  will  pay  to  Captain  Bulloch  for  the  credit  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment, must  be  placed  at  the  credit  of  the  treasury.  You  will  please 
make  a  separate  statement  of  this  transaction,  deducting  the  £12,000 
and  crediting  the  treasury  with  the  balance.  In  case  of  the  loss  of  the 
steamer  you  will  pay  Captain  Bulloch  out  of  the  first  moneys  at  your 
disposal  not  otherwise  appropriated  about  £12,000,  being  the  cost  of  a 
steamer  called  the  Laurel. 
Very  resjiectfuUv, 

G.  A.  TEENHOLM, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co., 

G.  8.  Depositaries,  Liverpool. 
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Mr.  KirJcpatrielc  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  54.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  January  21, 1865. 

Sir  :  There  is  a  large  and  accumulating  number  of  vessels  in  this 
port  at  present,  although  several  have  left  in  the  last  few  days,  but  the 
arrivals  more  than  keep  pace  with  the  departures.  One  day  last  week  there 
were  about  thirty-five  in  port.  There  arrived  from  England  in  one  day 
this  week,  viz :  Dream,  Secret,  and  Alice.  The  latter  left  here  for  England 
about  one  year  since.  One,  the  Confederate  States,  formerly  the  Laurel, 
(the  vessel  that  brought  out  the  guns  and  crew  for  the  Sea  King, 
intended  for  Captain  Semmes,  to  Madeira,)  started  from  here  on  the 
18th,  cleared  for  Liverpool  via  Madeira.  She  had  no  cargo  on  board, 
nothing  but  coal,  with  which  she  was  heavily  loaded.  She  had  several 
passengers,  all  of  them  of  the  confederate  class,  and  part  of  them  came 
here  as  confederate  military  officers.  Her  leaving  here  has  caused 
some  fluttering  among  the  officials. 

I  had  notified  the  custom-house  authorities  the  day  previous  that  she 
was  loading  under  very  suspicious  circumstances,  and  they  assented, 
and  agreed  that  prior  to  her  sailing  she  should  be  thoroughly  searched. 
I  went  to  see  her  manifest  yesterday,  but  was  told  that  it  was  up  at  the 
governor's. 

It  was  contemplated  to  start  a  British  war  ship  after  her  the  day  she 
left,  but  it  was  abandonded  upon  the  plea  that  she  had  no  coal  on 
board,  and  had  not  speed  sufficient  to  overtake  her  if  she  should  attempt 
it,  but  they  assert  tliat  if  she  reaches  Liverpool  she  will  undoubtedly 
be  seized  for  her  former  acts. 

This  is  one  of  the  A^essels  that  I  wrote  to  you  about,  and  which  I 
feared  was  intended  for  war  purposes — those  fears  are  not  dissipated. 
She  changed  her  register  at  Charleston  from  an  English  to  a  confederate 
one.  She  is  said  and  believed  to  belong  to  the  confederate  government, 
and  yet  she  carried  out  from  here  a  ship  mail  to  Liverpool  made  up  at 
this  post  office,  as  you  will  perceive  by  copies  of  accompanying  corre- 
spondence marked*  No.  1  and  No.  2,  inclosed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  KIRKPATEIOK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  J/r.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  4:37.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  11,  1865. 

SiK :  The  English  steamer  Laurel,  the  same  that  took  out  from  here 
the  armament  and  men  for  the  pirate  Sea  King,  returned  to  this  port 
on  Thursday  last.    She  came  in  ballast  from  Nassau,  in  command  of 

*  For  inclosures  see  pages  577  and  578. 
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Captain  Eamsey,  an  Englisliman,  the  same  man  who  took  her  out,  and 
is  consigned  to  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  They  now  call  her  the  Confed- 
erate States,  of  Charleston,  and  pretend  that  she  has  been  transferred 
to  the  so-called  confederate  government.  She  flies  the  confederate 
flag. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  3Ir.  Adams. 

No.  1271.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  16, 1865. 

Sir  :  Our  consul  at  Nassau  on  the  21st  ultimo  reported  to  this  depart- 
ment that  the  steamship  Confederate  States,  or  Laurel,  the  vessel  which 
brought  out  the  guns  and  crew  for  the  insurgent  pirate  Sea  King  to 
Madeira,  started  from  Nassau  on  the  3  8th  ultimo,  cleared  for  Liverpool 
via  Madeira ;  that  she  had  no  cargo  on  board  but  coal,  with  which  she 
was  hea^aly  laden ;  that  she  had  several  passengers,  all  of  them  of  the 
insurgent  class.  The  consul  notified  the  custom-house  authorities  that 
she  was  loading  under  suspicious  circumstances,  and  they  asserted  and 
agreed  that  prior  to  her  sailing  she  should  be  thoroughly  searched.  He 
went  to  see  her  manifest,  but  was  told  that  it  was  up  at  the  governor's. 
It  was  at  first  decided  to  start  a  British  war-ship  after  her,  on  the  day 
on  which  she  left,  but  it  was  abandoned  upon  the  plea  that  she  had  no 
coal  on  board,  and  had  not  speed  sufficient  to  overtake  her  if  she  should 
attempt  it ;  but  it  was  said  by  the  officials  at  Nassau  that  if  she  reached 
Liverpool  she  would  undoubtedly  be  seized  for  her  former  acts. 

It  is  stated  that  she  changed  her  register  at  Charleston  from  an 
English  to  a  pretended  confederate  one,  and  is  reported  to  belong  to  the 
insurgent  authorities.  Notwithstanding  this  state  of  facts,  she  carried 
out  from  Nassau  a  ship-mail  to  Liverpool,  made  up  at  the  post  office  of 
the  first-named  port,  as  is  admitted  in  the  correspondence,  a  copy*  of 
which  is  inclosed,  viz,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  to  Mr.  Dillet,  the 
postmaster  at  Nassau,  and  his  reply,  both  of  the  19th  January  last. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances,  I  must  request  you  to  remonstrate 
with  Her  Majesty's  government  against  the  receipt  and  clearance  with 
mails  of  the  Laurel,  now  called  Confederate  States,  and  demand  her 
detention. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  t&c.,  &c.,  &c. 

*  For  inclosure  see  pages  577  and  578. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  7,  1865. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  am  pained  to  be  obliged  once  more  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  vessel  called  the  steamer  Laurel. 

This  is  the  vessel  concerning  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  a  rep- 
resentation, in  a  note  dated  the  10th  November  last,  which  appears  to 
have  proved,  in  substance,  correct. 

Her  departure  from  Liverpool  on  the  9th  October, laden  with  men  and 
arms  destined  to  be  placed  on  board  of  the  steamer  Sea  King,  her  meet- 
ing with  that  vessel  at  Porto  Santo,  in  the  Madeira  Islands,  her  subse- 
quent transfer  of  her  freight  to  that  steamer,  which  thereupon  assumed 
the  name  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  proceeded  to  capture  and  destroy 
vessels  belonging  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  are  all  facts  now 
established  by  incontestable  evidence. 

It  now  appears  that  this  steamer  Laurel,  having  accomplished  her 
object  under  British  colors,  instead  of  immediately  returning  to  this 
kingdom,  made  her  way  through  the  blockade  to  the  port  of  Charleston, 
where  she  changed  her  register  and  her  name,  and  assumed  to  be  a  so- 
called  confederate  vessel.  In  this  shape  she  next  made  her  appearance 
at  the  port  of  ]S"assau  as  the  Confederate  States.  Prom  that  place  she 
cleared,  not  long  since,  to  go  via  Madeira  to  the  same  port  of  Liverpool, 
from  whence  she  had  originally  started. 

It  further  appears  that,  notwithstanding  the  assumption  of  this  new 
character,  this  vessel  carried  out  from  Nassau  a  ship-mail,  made  up  at 
the  post  ofi&ce  of  that  port,  and  tramsported  the  same  to  Liverpool.  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  postmaster  of  that 
j)lace  establishing  that  fact. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship 
that  I  am  instructed  by  my  Government  to  remonstrate  against  the 
receipt  and  clearance  with  mails  of  this  vessel  from  Nassau,  and  to  request 
that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  in  regard  to  her  as  may  prevent  her 
from  thus  abusing  the  neutrality  of  Her  Majesty's  territory,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  facilitating  the  operations  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  KirJcpatriclc  to  Mr.  Billet. 

Dear  Sir  :  Will  you  please  inform  me  whether  any  mail  was  made 
up  for  Liverpool  or  other  places,  and  forwarded  by  the  steamer  Confed- 
erate States,  which  vessel  left  this  port  yesterday,  and  oblige,  yours 

truly, 

THOMAS  KIEKPATRICK. 

Stephen  Dillbt,  Esq., 

Postmaster,  Nassau,  N.  P. 
37  A  c— VI 
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[InclosureNo.  2.] 
Mr.  Billet  to  Mr.  KirJcpatricJc. 

Dear  Sir  :  A  ship-mail  was  dispatclied  yesterday  for  Liverpool  by 
the  steamer  Confederate  States. 
Yours  truly, 

STEPHEN  DILLET. 
Thomas  Kirkpatrick. 


Harl,  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoRETON  Office,  March  10,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant,  in  which,  with  reference  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  Confed- 
erate States,  late  Laurel,  you  inform  me  that  you  are  instructed  to 
remonstrate  against  the  receipt  and  clearance  with  mails  of  that  vessel 
from  Nassau,  and  to  request  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  in 
regard  to  her  as  may  prevent  her  from  thus  abusing  the  neutrality  of 
Her  Majesty's  territory  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  operations  of 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  that  the  arrival  of  that  ves- 
sel at  Nassau,  and  her  departure  for  Liverpool,  via  Madeira,  had  already 
been  reported  to  Her  Majesty's  government  by  the  governor  of  the  Baha- 
mas, who  stated  that,  in  consequence  of  a  suspicion  entertained  at  Nas- 
sau that  she  was  about  to  proceed  to  Green  Cay  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing in  the  guns  and  stores  supposed  to  have  been  left  there  for  the  Mary, 
he  had  arranged  with  the  captain  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Fawn,  which  had 
just  arrived  from  Jamaica,  that  that  vessel  should  proceed  by  the  earliest 
tide,  and  as  soon  as  she  was  coaled,  in  pursuit  of  the  Confederate  States. 
Before,  however,  the  Pawn  could  be  dispatched,  it  was  ascertained,  by 
inquiry  at  the  signal-station,  that  the  Confederate  States  had  not  taken 
the  channel  leading  to  Green  Cay,  and  the  receiver-general  was  informed 
by  the  United  States  consul  that  her  destination  was  a  small  bay  on  the 
southern  coast  of  Long  Island. 

Considering  this  uncertainty  as  to  her  destination,  the  distance  of 
Long  Island,  the  time  lost  in  starting,  the  difference  of  speed  between 
the  two  vessels,  and  the  inconvenience  of  detaching  the  Fawn  from  the 
service  upon  which  she  was  specially  engaged,  although  Captain  Talbot 
aind  General  Ashmou,  who  were  on  board  of  the  Fawn,  were  ready  to 
submit  to  this,  if  it  had  been  necessary,  the  government  agreed  with 
Cai)tain  Talbot  that  it  was  useless  for  him  to  go  in  pursuit.  And  the 
governor  adds  that  it  has  since  been  stated  that  the  destination  of  the 
Confederate  States  was  really  England. 

1  have  merely  to  add  that  the  matter  in  regard  to  this  vessel  to  which 
you  have  now  called  my  attention  shall  be  inquired  into. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  c6c. 


THE    SEA   KING   OE   SHENANDOAH.  579 

Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

PoEEiON  Office,  A'pril  6,  1865, 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  10th  ultimo,  1  have  now  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  Her  Majesty's  government  are  advised  that 
although  the  proceedings  of  the  steamer  Confederate  States,  formerly 
Laurel,  may  have  rendered  her  liable  to  capture  on  the  high  seas  by  the 
cruisers  of  the  United  States,  she  has  not,  so  far  as  is  known,  commit- 
ted any  offense  punishable  by  British  law,  and  that  there  was  nothing 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  in  placing  a  mail-bag  on  board  of  her  for 
conveyance  to  Liverpool. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c,  <fec. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

K"o.  464.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  7,  1865. 
Sir  :  An  attempt  was  made  on  Thursday  last*  to  sell  at  auction  the 
steamer  Laurel,  now  called  the  Confederate  States,  the  same  that  took 
out  the  men  and  armament  for  the  pirate  Sea  King.     She  was  bid  up  to 
£8,000,  and  withdrawn  at  that  sum. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WilliAjvi  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  486.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  17, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  learned  a  few  days  ago  from  John  Emory,  who  was  on  the 
pirate  Alabama  during  the  whole  of  her  cruise,  in  the  capacity  of  steward 
to  the  engineers,  and  who  went  out  in  the  steamer  Laurel,  at  the  time 
she  took  the  crew  and  armament  to  the  pirate  Sea  King,  now  called  the 
Shenandoah,  that  quite  a  number  of  the  crew  from  the  Alabama  went 
out  in  the  Laurel  and  joined  the  Sea  King ;  among  those  whom  he 
remembers  are,  William  Crawford,  William  MeCinley,  James  Brisborn, 
Francis  Kerren,  James  Dent,  and  Michael  Myres.  Of  these,  two  at 
least,  William  McGinley  and  James  Dent,  were  captured  at  the  time  the 
Alabama  was  sunk,  and  paroled  by  Captain  Winslow.  He  thinks  some 
of  the  others  were  also  paroled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

*  See  Mr.  Trenholm  to  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Go.,  ante,  page  177. 


580  INSURGENT   CRUISERS. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1023.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  depositions  furnished  to 
me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  at  this  place,  relating  to  the  subject  therein 
referred  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[  Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Depositions  of  John  Ullison  and  John  Allan. 

We,  John  Ellison,  of  London,  and  John  Allan,  of  Greenock,  Scotland, 
do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  that  ^ve  were  shipped  at  Green's  Sail- 
ors' House  on  the  5th  of  October  last  as  able-seamen,  for  the  screw-steam- 
ship Sea  King,  of  London — Gorbett,  master — for  a  voyage  to  Bombay  or 
any  part  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  China  Seas,  or  Japan,  for  a  term  not  to 
exceed  two  years.  We  left  the  Bast  India  docks  on  the  8th  of  October, 
and  when  below  Gravesend  we  ran  into  a  smack.  We  went  down  chan- 
nel under  steam  and  sail,  and  when  off  Landsend  the  screw  was  lifted, 
and  she  was  put  under  reefed  canvas.  It  soon  became  whispered  among 
the  crew  that  the  ship  could  not  be  intended  for  Bombay,  as  she  was 
going  under  easy  canvas  with  such  a  fine  wind.  Before  reaching  Ma- 
deira, the  boatswain  had  orders  if  a  steamer  appeared  in  sight  to  let  go 
everything  fore  and  aft.  This  was  said  to  api^earer  Ellison.  On  the 
18th  of  October  we  signaled  steamers  (two)  in  the  Funchal  Eoads.  One, 
which  proved  to  be  the  Laurel,  came  out  to  us  rolling  very  heavily. 
After  signaling,  both  ships  steamed  and  sailed  to  a  little  island  about 
thirty-five  miles  distant  from  Madeira.  The  Laurel  came  to  anchor,  and 
the  Sea  King,  after  taking  in  her  canvas,  anchored  also.  In  a  short  time 
the  Laurel  came  alongside  of  us,  and  Captain  Corbett  ordered  the  crew 
to  rig  the  purchases  to  the  port  main-yard,  preventer -lifts,  &e.,  to  trans- 
fer stores,  &c.,  from  the  Laurel  into  his  ship,  so  as  to  lift  the  weight  of 
three  tons.  The  stores  consisted  of  guns,  shot,  shell,  powder,  small- 
arms,  and  general  stores.  Oa  the  following  morning  we  were  all  called 
aft,  and  Captain  Corbett  said  he  had  sold  the  ship,  and  pointed  to  a  gentle- 
man standing  by  his  side  as  the  present  captain.  We  were  offered  from 
ten  to  twenty  pounds  bounty,  with  fourteen  pounds  a  month  wages,  and 
tw^o  months'  advance,  with  more  money  to  send  home,  if  we  would  stop 
by  as  gunners'  mates.  We  refused  positively,  and  informed  them  that 
we  belonged  to  the  royal  navy,  and  although  pressed  to  stop,  we  still 
refused,  stating  we  would  not  desert  our  flag  to  serve  any  other  country. 
We  were  then  put  on  board  the  Laurel  and  taken  to  Santa  Cruz,  Tene- 
riffe,  on  the  20th  of  October.  We  were  put  on  shore  on  the  22d  of 
October,  and  were  told  by  the  chief  mate  and  Captain  Corbett,  that  if 
any  questions  were  asked  about  us,  you  must  state  that  you  are  distressed 
seamen,  and  that  your  ship.  Sea  King,  was  lost  at  sea,  and  state  the 
same  to  the  British  consul,  if  asked.  We  were  taken  to  the  Hotel  dela 
Marina;  but  no  accommodation  being  provided  there,  and  after  appli- 
cation to  the  captain  could  get  no  satisfaction,  so  we  went  to  the  British 
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consul  and  took  our  oatlis.  The  consul  said,  "  You  are  reported  by  the 
captain  to  me  as  distressed  seamen."  We  afterward  went  on  board  the 
Calabar,  mail-steamer,  as  deck-passengers,  and  came  to  Liverpool. 
There  was  no  communication  between  the  two  ships  but  by  signals 
until  after  we  liad  anchored  at  the  island  with  the  Laurel.  "When  Cap- 
tain Eamsey  came  on  board  of  us  in  a  boat,  he  said  he  would  be  along- 
side in  half  an  hour  with  the  stores  and  guns.  No  negotiations  were 
made  for  the  sale  of  the  vessel  until  after  the  confederate  flag  was  hoisted 
•on  board  the  Sea  King,  and  we  left  the  ship. 

JOHN  ELLISON, 
Boyal  Naval  Volunteers,  2^0.  18356. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  John  Ellison,  at  my  office,  No.  37  Nicholas 
lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  24th  day  of  November,  1864,  before 
me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT. 

Ms 

JOHN  +  ALLAN, 

mark. 

Boyal  Navy  Volunteers,  No.  950. 
Witness  to  the  mark  of  John  Allan : 
Joshua  Nunn. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  John  Allan,  at  my  office.  No.  37  Nicholas 
lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  24th  day  of  November,  1864 ;  the  wit- 
ness to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that  he  had  truly, 
distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above  affidavit  of 
the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  his  mark  thereto,  before 
me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


[  Inclosure  No.  2.] 
Depositions  of  John  Jackson  and  others. 

We,  John  Jackson,  of  Sheerness,  Kent;  William  Joyce,  of  Stepney; 
Jobn  Webster,  of  Hertford;  Alfred  Hill,  of  Poplar,  firemen,  do  truly 
and  solemnly  swear  that  we  were  shipped  at  Green's  Sailors'  Home,  on 
the  6th  of  October  last,  for  the  ship  Sea  King,  (screw-steamer,)  for  a 
voyage  to  Bombay,  or  any  port  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  China  Seas,  or 
Japan,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years;  and  I,  Peter  Tow,  of  Eother- 
dam,  sail-maker,  do  likewise  solemnly  swear  that  I  was  shipped  at 
Green's  Sailors'  Home  on  the  7th  of  October  for  the  said  ship  Sea  King 
and  for  the  voyage  stated  above.  We  left  the  East  India  docks  on  the 
8th  of  October,  and  when  below  Gravesend  she  ran  into  a  smack ;  we 
went  down  the  channel  under  steam  and  sail.  When  off  Landsend  the 
screw  was  lifted,  and  she  went  under  reefed  canvas.  On  the  18th  of 
October  a  fore-and-aft  steamer  was  signaled  off  the  fort  of  Madeira ;  slie 
came  to  us  rolling  very  heavily.  We  then  steamed  with  the  Laurel  (the 
steamer  we  had  signaled)  to  Deserters'  Island,  about  thirty-five  miles 
distant,  and  took  stores  from  her  on  board  the  Sea  King,  which  con- 
sisted of  guns,  shot,  shell,  ammunition-cases,  &c.  We  were  all  called 
aft,  and  Corbett,  the  captain,  told  us  he  had  sold  the  ship,  and  asked 
us  to  join  her,  as  she  was  a  confederate  ship  of  war,  and  offered  us  from 
£10  to  £18  bounty,  with  high  wages  and  two  months'  advance,  to  remain 
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by  her ;  we  all  refused,  not  wishiug  to  serve  under  the  confederate  flag, 
as  we  had  signed  articles  for  Bombay.  We  were  then  put  on  board  the 
Laurel  and  taken  to  Teneriffe.  We  were  told  to  say,  if  any  questions 
were  asked,  that  we  were  distressed  seamen  and  had  lost  our  ship,  the 
Sea  King,  at  sea.  We  were  taken  to  a  boarding-house,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  bad  treatment  went  to  the  British  consul,  who  sent  us  home 
in  the  mail-steamer  Calabar,  for  Liverpool,  at  the  request  of  the  agents ; 
Captain  Oorbett  coming  with  us,  and  stating  he  was  a  prisoner.  We 
arrived  in  Liverpool,  and  received  three  months'  extra  wages. 

his 

JOHN  +  JACKSON. 

mark. 

Lis 

WILLIAM  4-  JOYCE. 

mart. 

Witness  to  the  marks  of  John  Jackson  and  William  Joyce : 
Joshua  Nunn. 

Sworn  to  by  the  deponents  John  Jackson  and  William  Joyce,  at  my 
office,  No.  37  Nicholas  lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  the  4th  day  of 
November,  1864 ;  the  witness  to  the  marks  of  the  deponents  being  first 
sworn  that  he  had  truly  and  distinctly  and  audibly  read  over  the  con- 
tents of  the  above  affidavit  of  the  said  deponents,  and  that  he  saw  them 
make  their  marks  respectively  thereto,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  Commissioner,  &c. 
JOHN  WEBSTEE. 
ALFRED  HILL. 
PETEE  TOW. 

Sworn  by  the  deponents  John  Webster,  Alfred  Hill,  and  Peter  Tow, 
at  my  office,  No.  37  Nicholas  lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  the  24th  day 
of  November,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  OANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Depositions  of  William  Smith  and  John  Fisher. 

We,  William  Smith  and  John  Fisher,  both  of  Great  Britain,  do  solemnly 
and  sincerely  swear  that  we  were  engaged  as  able-seamen  for  a  ship  lying 
in  the  East  India  docks,  called  the  Sea  King,  on  the  6th  of  October 
last  past,  by  Captain  Corbett,  the  captain  of  the  ship,  at  the  home 
called  Green's  Sailors'  Home.  We  signed  articles  to  go  from  here  to 
Bombay,  or  any  port  in  the  Chinese  Seas  or  British  colonies,  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  two  years.  We  sailed  from  here  on  the  8th  of  October, 
and  were  taken  to  Madeira.  We  signaled  off  Landsend  to  a  steamship, 
bark-rigged ;  signals  were  exchanged,  and  we  then  lay  off  to  Madeira. 
We  then  signaled  again,  as  we  thought,  ashore,  it  being  then  very  thick, 
but  a  steamer  lying  under  the  fort,  fore-and-aft  rigged,  came  out;  her 
name  was  the  Laurel.  She  steered  her  course,  and  we  followed  her  to  an 
island — no  house  on  it.  We  then  commenced  taking  into  us  the  cargo 
the  Laurel  carried,  viz :  Shot,  shell,  grape,  canister,  powder,  muskets, 
pistols,  cutlasses,  tomahawks,  cannons,  eight  in  number,  large,  and  two 
small  gun-carriages  for  them  ;  also  a  quantity  of  coals.  When  the  Laurel's 
cargo  was  discharged  a  number  of  officers  and  men  then  went  on  board 
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the  Sea  King,  and  our  mate  then  asked  us  all  if  we  would  join  the  Sea 
King :  that  she  was  a  confederate  ship  of  war,  the  captain  having  pre- 
viously called  the  crew  together  and  told  them  he  had  sold  the  ship ; 
that  she  Avas  now  a  confederate  war-ship,  and  that  her  name  was  the 
Shenandoah ;  "  those  men  that  do  not  wish  to  join  the  Shenandoah  must 
come  with  me  in  the  Laurel,  and  I  will  see  you  all  righted."  There  were 
only  four  hands  that  went  out  in  the  Sea  King  remained  in  her.  Cap- 
tain Corbett  and  the  remainder  of  the  crew  that  signed  articles  in  the 
Sea  King  in  London  went  in  the  Laurel,  and  we  were  taken  to  Teneriffe. 
We  were  taken  ashore  two  days  after  anchoring,  and  during  those  two 
days  the  Laurel  filled  up  with  coal  and  steamed  away  as  soon  as  we 
landed.  We  remained  in  Teneriffe  ten  days,  and  came  home  in  the 
Calabar  mail-boat.  Our  expenses  and  a  deck-passage  were  paid.  The 
captain  of  the  Calabar  sent  on  shore  to  say  he  could  not  accommodate 
us,  but  the  English  consul  there  said  he  must  take  us,  and  we  were  to  man- 
age the  best  way  we  could,  and  sent  Captain  Corbett  on  board  a  prisoner. 
We  arrived  at  Liverpool  last  Friday  morning.  _  The  captain  then  went 
ashore  along  with  the  taptain  and  purser  of  the  Calabar,  and  we  did  not 
see  anything  more  of  him  afterward ;  but  in  a  short  time  it  was  reported 
that  the  owners  of  the  Sea  King  would  visit  us  in  about  one  hour  and  a 
half;  they  did  not  come ;  but  the  mate  and  steward,  on  Friday  evening, 
came  to  us  and  said,  "  The  owners  say  you  can  have  three  months'  pay 
or  let  it  alone,  just  as  you  please."  At  11  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning 
we  went  to  the  shipping-office  and  there  received  our  notes  and  dis- 
charges.   We  then  came  up  to  London. 

WILLIAM  SMITH. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  William  Smith,  at  my  ofQce,  No.  37  Nicholas 
lane,  in  the  city  of  Loudon,  this  15th  day  of  November,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 

Ilia 

JOHN  +  FISHER. 

marlc. 

Witness : 

EOBEKT  WAKNE. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  John  Fisher,  at  my  offlce,  No.  37  Nicholas 
lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  the  15th  day  of  November,  1864 ;  the 
witness  to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that  he  had  truly, 
distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above  affidavit  of 
the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  his  mark  thereto,  before 
me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to- Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


[luolosure  No.  4.] 

Depositions  of  Michael  ITurley  and  Robert  Savage. 

We,  Michael  Hurley,  of  Banden,  county  Cork,  Ireland,  coal-trimmer, 
and  Kobert  Savage,  of  Liverpool,  England,  able-seaman,  do  solemnly 
and  sincerely  swear  that  we  were  engaged  by  Captain  Corbett,  of  the 
Sea  King,  of  London,  at  Green's  Sailors'  Home,  on  the  6th  of  October, 
for  a  voyage  to  Bombay,  or  any  port  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  China  Seas, 
or  Japan,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years,  as  stated  in  the  accom- 
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panying  affidavit  of  William  Harris,  marked  A,  and  now  produced  and 
shown  to  us,  and  which  has  been  read  over  to  us,  and  we  swear  the  same 
to  be  true  and  correct. 

MICHAEL  HUELEY. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  Michael  Hurley,  at  my  office,  No.  37  Nicholas 
lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  the  23d  day  of  November,  1SG4,  before 
me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  G-ANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 

Ills 

EOBEET  +  SAVAGE. 

inarV. 

"Witness: 

Egbert  Waene. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  Eobert  Savage,  at  my  office.  No.  37  Nicholas 
lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  the  23d  day  of  November,  1864 ;  the 
witness  to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that  he  had  truly, 
distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above  and  accom- 
panying affidavit  of  William  Harris,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  his  mark 
thereto,  before  me. 

JNO.  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


This  is  the  affidavit,  marked  A,  referred  to  in  the  affidavit  of  Michael 
Hurley  and  Eobert  Savage,  sworn  before  me  this  23d  day  of  November, 
1863. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  Commissioner,  &o. 


[Inclosure  No.  5.] 

A. 

Deposition  of  William  Harris. 

I,  William  Harris,  of  Plymouth,  England,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely 
swear  that  I  was  engaged  by  Captain  Corbett,  of  the  Sea  King,  on  the 
5th  October  last,  as  able  seaman  for  the  Sea  King,  at  Green's  Sailors' 
Home,  and  signed  articles  for  Bombay,  or  any  port  in  the  Indian  Ocean, 
China  Seas,  or  Japan,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years.  The  Sea 
King  sailed  from  here  on  the  8th  October,  and  when  below  Gravesend 
we  ran  into  a  smack.  The  supercargo  and  the  crew  wished  to  stop,  but 
the  captain  cried  out,  "  Stop  for  nothing."  This  supercargo,  I  was  given 
to  understand,  was  a  relation  of  Captain  Semmes,  late  of  the  Alabama. 
We  went  down  the  channel  at  the  rate  of  twenty-two  knots  per  hour 
under  steam  and  canvas,  but  when  off  Landsend  we  took  up  the  screw 
and  went  under  reefed  canvas,  as  the  captain  did  not  wish  to  get  to 
Madeira  until  a  certain  time.  The  crew  tbeii  began  to  murmur;  some 
said  they  were  sure  the  ship  was  going  privateering,  and  others  that 
she  was  going  to  run  the  blockade.  At  the  19th,  at  4  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  we  made  Madeira,  and  signaled  off  the  fort.  The  Laurel 
(steamer,  fore-and-aft  rigged)  came  out  to  us,  rolliug  very  heavily.  We 
then  noticed  a  number  of  men  ^n  her,  and  a  number  of  gentlemen  on 
quarter-deck  with  white  straw  hats  on.  The  crew,  then  of  the  Sea  King, 
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thought  that  these  men  must  be  part  of  the  Alabama  crew ;  the  Laurel 
steamied  about  to  an  island  about  thirty-five  miles  distant  from  Madeira, 
to  southeast.  Captain  Eamsey,  of  the  Laurel,  came  on  board  of  us  in  a 
boat  when  off  this  island  and  said,  "  1  have  some  stores  for  you,  some 
very  heavy  cases ;  get  your  purchases  aloft."  Captain  Corbett  then  gave 
orders  to  get  the  gear  up  as  quick  as  possible,  that  he  wanted  the 
Laurel  discharged  as  soon  as  possibly  could  be.  The  crew  then  said, 
*'  Bombay  is  shifted  to  Madeira."  The  captain  heard  it,  and  went  on  the 
bridge  laughing,  and  told  the  men  thej'  would  get  satisfied  after.  When 
the  third  case  came  on  board  the  main  lift-fall  gave  way,  and  the  case 
landed  between  the  sails  and  ship's  deck.  The  captain  sung  out,  "  For 
Ood's  sake,  don't  lose  that  piece  of  metal."  It  was  a  cannon,  the  bore  of 
which  was  about  eighteen  inches.  The  captain  then  ordered  us  aloft  to 
secure  the  purchase.  We  took  in  from  the  Laurel  eight  cannon,  viz, 
six  large  and  two  small,  with  their  carriages.  The  guns  were  called  QS- 
pounders.  A  quantity  of  powder,  muskets,  pistols,  shot  and  shell,  cloth- 
ing, and  a  quantity  of  other  stores — everything  was  packed  in  cases ; 
also  a  quantity  of  coal.  We  worked  from  3  to  11  o'clock  that  night. 
We  then  complained  we  wanted  something  to  eat,  and  we  proceeded  to 
the  forecastle  and  were  getting  our  supper,  when  the  mate  came  forward 
and  said,  "  I  now  come  forward  to  you  to  state  that  the  ship  is  sold  to 
the  confederate  government,  and  the  confederate  commander  offers  you 
£10  bounty  and  £6  per  month ;  you  will  get  two  months'  pay  for  bring- 
ing the  ship,  besides  your  month's  advance."  We  objected  to  engage 
on  such  conditions,  and  we  told  the  mate  that  we  had  signed  articles 
for  Bombay,  &c.,  for  two  years ;  we  said  also  that  we  would  seek  satis- 
faction before  leaving  the  ship.  The  mate  then  returned  and  said,  "I 
will  want  you  to-morrow  at  sunrise  to  finish  the  remaining  part  of  the 
cargo ;  I  am  only  a  servant,  as  well  as  yourselves."  We  agreed  to  this. 
When  we  had  finished  discharging  the  Laurel,  Captain  Corbett  then 
called  the  men  all  aft  and  said,  "  Slen,  I  have  done  with  you ;  I  have 
sold  the  ship  to  the  confederate  government."  We  then  said,  "  Did  we 
not  sign  for  Bombay;  do  you  call  this  making  a  Bombay  voyage;  did 
you  not  know  this  before  you  left  London  ?  If  we  had  committed  our- 
selves according  to  the  articles  we  were  liable  to  three  months'  impris- 
onment." Captain  Corbett  answered,  "Well,  men,  I  cannot  help  it. 
The  commander  here  says  he  will  give  you  two  months'  pay  for  fetching 
the  ship  here,  and  pay  your  expenses  home."  We  objected  to  this.  And 
he  said,  "All  you  men  that  wish  to  join  the  Shenandoah  remain ;  those 
who  do  not,  go  on  board  the  Laurel ;  I  will  see  you  all  right ;  but  before 
you  go  I  will  give  you  all  a  glass  of  grog  each."  We  took  it  and  went 
on  board  the  Laurel,  four  only  remaining  of  the  crew  in  the  Shenandoah. 
Our  supercargo  assumed  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  and  commander ; 
and  he  asked  Captain  Corbett  to  do  all  he  could  to  get  us  to  join  him. 
He  said  he  did  not  know  what  he  would  do  without  us,  and  offered  us 
then  £16  bounty  and  £7  10s.  per  month.  We  refused  and  left  in  the 
Laurel,  coaled,  and  we  were  kept  on  board  the  whole  time,  viz,  two 
days.  We  were  then  sent  on  shore  by  the  last  lighter  that  fetched  the 
coal,  and  the  Laurel  steamed  away  directly.  We  were  taken  to  a  hotel 
by  Captain  Corbett,  but  our  food  being  so  bad  we  complained,  and  some 
four  of  the  crew  went  to  the  British  consul,  and,  previous  to  our  land- 
ing, we  were  warned  by  the  captain  to  state  that  we  were  distressed 
seamen ;  that  our  ship,  the  Sea  King,  had  gone  down  under  us.  We 
were  satisfied  to  say  this,  provided  we  got  proper  treatment.  The  con- 
sul said  to  the  men,  "I  thought  you  were  distressed  seamen."  The  men 
stated  their  case,  and  the  consul  took  a  statement  from  them,  sent  for 
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the  captain  and  asked  him  if  he  could  deny  that ;  the  captain  said,  "  Ko." 
We  then  went  into  the  Calabar  mail-boat.  The  captain  said  he  could  not 
accommodate  us,  but  the  consul  said  he  must  take  us,  and  we  were  to 
do  the  best  we  could.  Captain  Oorbett  was  sent  on  board  a  prisoner  ; 
and  the  captain  of  the  Calabar  treated  us  vpry  humanely  on  the  passage. 
We  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the  11th  instant,  and  Captain  Corbett  went 
ashore  with  the  captain  of  the  Calabar  and  the  purser,  and  given  over 
to  the  board  of  trade  a  prisoner.  I  saw  nothing  of  him  since.  A  mes- 
sage was  sent  on  board  that  the  owners  were  coming  to  see  us,  but  they 
never  appeared.  The  mate  and  steward  that  went  with  us  in  the  Sea 
King  came  down  on  the  Friday  evening  and  said,  "The  captain  is  bailed 
out  and  absconded ;  you  won't  see  him  no  more  The  owners  offer  you 
three  months'  pay  or  let  it  alone,  as  you  please ;  so  sum  it  up  as  quick 
as  possible.  1  am  coming  down  in  the  morning  with  the  owner,  and 
will  settle  up  with  all  those  that  like  to  take  three  months'  money."  I 
took  the  three  months'  pay,  but  a  number  would  not;  and  I  came  up  to 
London. 

WM.  HAEEIS. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  at  my  office,  No.  37  IsTicholas  lane,  in  tbe  city 
of  London,  this  19th  November,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


[luclosure  No.  6.] 
Depositions  of  James  Schutclier  and  others. 

We,  James  Schutcher,  of  Colchester,  Essex;  John  Adair,  Donaghadee, 
Ireland ;  and  John  Taylor,  of  Torquay,  Devonshire,  do  solemnly  and 
sincerely  swear  that  we  were  shipped  at  Green's  Sailors'  Home,  on  the 
5th  October  last,  as  able  seamen  for  the  screw  steamship  Sea  King,  of 
London,  Corbett  master,  for  a  voyage  to  Bombay,  or  any  i)ort  in  the 
Indian  Ocean,  China  Seas,  or  Japan,  for  a  term  not  to  exceed  two  years. 
We  left  the  East  India  docks  on  the  8th  October,  and  when  below 
Gravesend  we  ran  into  a  smack.  We  went  down  the  channel  under 
steam  and  sail,  and  when  off  Landsend  the  screw  was  taken  up  and  she 
was  put  under  reefed  canvas.  It  soon  became  talked  among  the  crew 
that  the  ship  could  not  be  intended  for  Bombay,  as  she  was  going  under 
easy  sail  with  such  a  fine  wind ;  before  reaching  Madeira  the  boatswain 
had  orders  if  a  steamer  appeared  in  sight  to  let  go  everything  fore  and 
aft.  On  the  18th  October  we  signaled  two  steamers  in  the  Punchal 
Eoads ;  one  proved  to  be  the  Laurel,  of  Glasgow ;  she  came  out  to  us 
rolling  very  heavily;  after  exchanging  signals  both  ships  steamed  and 
sailed  to  the  island  of  Desertas,  between  thirty  and  forty  miles  distant 
from  Madeira,  to  the  southeast.  The  Laurel  came  to  anchor,  and  the 
Sea  King,  after  taking  in  her  canvas,  anchored  also;  in  a  short  time 
the  Laurel  came  alongside  of  us,  and  Captain  Corbett  ordered  us  to  rig 
the  purchases  to  the  port  main-yard,  preventer-lifts,  &c.,  to  transfer 
stores,  &c.,  from  the  Laurel  into  his  ship,  so  as  to  lift  the  weight  of 
three  tons ;  the  cargo  consisted  of  guns,  shot,  shell,  powder,  small-arms, 
clothing,  and  general  stores.  That  night  the  mate  came  forward  to  us 
and  asked  us  if  there  were  any  of  us  would  join  the  ship,  as  she  was 
sold  to  the  confederate  government ;  finding  none  of  us  willing,  he  told 
us  to  make  up  our  minds  by  the  morning.  On  the  following  morning 
we  began  work  about  half  past  five,  (5,)  and  when  we  had  finished  dis- 
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charging  the  Laurel,  Captain  Corbett  called  all  the  crew  aft ;  ho  was 
then  standing  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  an  officer  in  confederate  naval 
uniform  stood  on  his  right,  with  two  rings  on  his  cuffs.  Captain  Cor- 
bett then  said  he  had  sold  the  ship,  and  pointed  to  this  gentleman  in 
confederate  uniform  as  the  present  captain,  and  her  name  is  now  the 
Shenandoah ;  we  were  much  dissatisfied,  and  we  gave  no  answer ;  bnt 
the  confederate  officer  offered  us  from  £10  to  £15  bounty,  with  £G  to 
£7  10s.  per  month,  and  two  months'  advance,  and  he  requested  Captain 
Corbett  to  do  what  he  could  to  get  as  many  as  possible  to  join  him. 
Captain  Corbett  then  said,  those  that  wish  to  remain  in  the  Shenandoah 
stop,  the  others  go  on  board  the  Laurel ;  we  did  so  ;  only  four  remain- 
ing on  board  the  Shenandoah ;  the  crew,  or  rather  a  number  of  men  and 
officers,  then  went  into  the  Shenandoah ;  this  was  about  13  o'clock ;  in  all, 
there  were  not  more  than  from  thirty  to  forty,  and  certainly  not  more  than 
twenty  able  seamen  among  them,  the  remainder  being  principally  offi- 
cers. The  confederate  flag  was  hoisted  about  4  o'clock  p.  ra.,  and  the 
Laurel  then  took  us  to  Santa  Cruz,  Tenerift'e ;  we  arrived  on  the  20th 
October,  and  were  kept  on  board  till  the  Laurel  had  finished  coaling, 
and  sent  ashore  in  the  last  coal  barge  that  left  the  Laurel.  On  the  22(1 
October  we  were  then  told  by  the  mate,  and  afterward  the  captain, 
that  if  any  question  should  be  asked  us,  to  say  we  were  distressed  sea- 
men, and  state  the  same  to  the  British  consul  if  asked.  We  were  then 
taken  to  the  Hotel  de  la  Mariner,  but  no  proper  provision  being  made 
for  us,  and  after  complaining  to  the  captain  without  getting  satisfaction, 
four  of  our  crew  went  to  the  British  consul  and  stated  our  case ;  he 
took  their  statement  on  oath ;  we  were  then  placed  on  board  the  Cala- 
bar mail  steamer  as  deck  passengers,  the  captain  coming  with  us,  who 
stated  that  he  was  a  prisoner.  We  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  Friday,  the 
11th  November,  and  the  captain  went  ashore  with  the  captain  of  the 
Calabar  and  purser.  On  the  Saturday  morning  we  took  three  mouths' 
wages.  There  was  no  communication  between  the  two  ships  but  by 
signals,  until  we  had  arrived  at  the  island,  when  Captain  Eamsey,  of 
the  Laurel,  came  on  board  in  a  boat,  and  said  he  would  be  alongside  in 
half  an  hour  with  the  stores  and  guns ;  no  negotiations  were  made  for 
the  sale  of  the  vessel  until  after  we  had  left  the  ship  and  the  confederate 
flag  was  hoisted  on  board  the  Sea  King. 

his 

JAMES  +  SCHUTCHEE. 

mark. 

Witness  to  the  mark  of  James  Schutcher: 
Egbert  Wakne. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  James  Schutcher,  at  my  office,  No.  11 
Abchutch  lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  26th  day  of  November,  1864, 
the  witness  to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that  he  has 
truly,  distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  tlie  above  affida- 
vit of  the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  his  mark  thereto, 
before  me. 

HENEY  D.  PHILLIPS, 

A  London  Commissioner,  <&c. 
JOHN  ADAIE. 
JOHN  TAYLOE. 

Sworn  by  the  deponents  John  Adair  and  John  Taylor,  at  my  office. 
No.  11  Abchurch  lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  26th  day  of  November, 
1864,  before  me. 

HENEY  D.  PHILLIPS, 

A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 
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[From  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  Rio  Janeiro,  December  21,  1864.] 

Official  : 

The  Imperial  Government  having  had  information  that  the  confed- 
erate steamer  Shenandoah  boarded  at  sea  the  galley  Kebby  Prince,  from 
Cardiif  to  the  province  of  Bahia,  and  that  in  such  act  the  commander 
of  that  steamer,  J.  W.  Waddell,  opened  the  manifest  of  said  galley, 
breaking  the  seal  of  the  Brazilian  consulate,  have  resolved  to  prohibit 
the  entrance  into  any  port  of  the  Empire  of  said  steamer,  or  of  any 
other  vessel  commanded  bv  the  said  Waddell. 


Mr.  Blanchard  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  i.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  Amekica, 

Melbourne,  February  23,  1865. 

Sir  :  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you  that  an  armed  steamship, 
flying  the  flag  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  now  called  Shenan- 
doah, but  in  reality  the  British  vessel  Sea  King,  entered  this  port  on  the 
25th  January,  1865,  at  about  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  that  said  vessel  was 
allowed  to  repair,  to  go  upon  a  dry-dock,  to  coal,  and  that  she  was  al- 
lowed to  depart  at  about  7  a.  m.  on  the  18th  of  February,  1865,  notwith- 
standing my  continued  protests. 

On  the  25th  of  January  the  telegraph  announced  that  a  steamship, 
supposed  to  be  the  Eoyal  Standard,  from  Liverpool,  flfty-two  days  out, 
was  in  sight.  Late  in  the  evening  rumors  were  in  circulation  to  the 
effect  that  the  vessel  seen  was  a  confederate  war  ship,  called  the  Shenan- 
doah. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  I  learned  from  the  papers  that  the  con- 
federate ship  Shenandoah  had  anchored  in  the  port  about  dark  the  day 
before. 

On  coming  to  the  consulate  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  January, 
1865,  I  found  there  the  following-named  persons,  all  of  the  late  Ameri- 
can bark  Delphine,  burnt  at  sea  on  the  29tli  December,  1864,  and  all 
claiming  to  be  prisoners  of  war  to  the  confederate  steamship  Shenan- 
doah, and  on  parole  not  to  con^municate  anything  to  the  detriment  of 
the  confederate  cause  or  that  would  lead  to  the  capture  of  said  ship, 
viz:  William  Green  Nichols,  master;  E.  T.  Jones,  first  mate;  E.P.Nich- 
ols, second  mate;  E.  T.  Lingo,  steward;  William  Scott,  carpenter; 
Charles  Heuning,  Frederick  Lindborg,  and  William  Edstrom,  seamen. 

Being  anxious  to  get  a  description  of  the  vessel  and  her  armament  to 
send  oil'  in  the  mail.  Just  then  closing,  I  used  every  endeavor  to  procure 
it  from  the  above  i^ersons,  and  at  near  one  o'clock  succeeded  in  getting 
enough  information  to  enable  me  to  send  such  description  of  said  vessel 
to  Mr.  Adams,  and  also  to  our  consul  at  Hong  Kong,  with  a  view  of 
having  a  cruiser  put  on  her  track  as  soon  as  possible,  which  dispatches 
I  sent  on  board  the  mail  steamer  then  in  the  bay,  the  mail  having  closed 
at  Melbourne,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  (No.  1.) 

While  I  was  taking  Captain  Nichols's  testimony,  which  is  inclosed, 
(No.  2,)  I  received  a  dispatch  from  the  commissioner  of  trade  and  cus- 
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toms  at  3.30  p.  m.,  informing  me  that  an  application  had  been  made  to 
land  certain  prisoners  from  the  confederate  steamer  Shenandoah,  and 
wanting  to  know,  for  the  information  of  the  governor,  whether  I,  as  con- 
sul for  the  United  States,  would  take  care  of  and  provide  for  them  if 
landed.    A  copy  of  the  dispatch  is  herewith  inclosed,  (So.  3.) 

The  I^fovember  mail  from  Europe  which  arrived  here  about  the  middle 
of  January,  brought  the  news  that  the  Sea  King  had  left  England  with 
the  intention  of  being  converted  into  a  war  vessel  to  cruise  against  our 
commerce.  As  soon  as  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  Shenandoah  and 
Sea  King  were  one  and  the  same  ship,  and  that  she  had  not  entered  any 
pox't  since  leaving  England,  I  took  the  position  toward  the  authorities 
here  that  she  was  not  entitled  to  the  rights  of  a  belligerent  as  contem- 
plated in  Her  Majesty's  neutrality  proclamation,  and  that  she  could  not 
change  her  nationality  at  sea.  I  therefore,  in  answer  to  the  dispatch  of 
the  commissioner  of  trade  and  customs,  sent  an  answer  direct  to  Sir 
Charles  Darling,  the  governor,  then  at  the  government  house,  Toorak, 
about  five  miles  off,  a  copy  of  which  (No.  4)  is  herewith  inclosed,  and 
which  was  delivered  and  receipted  for  at  6.45  p.  m.  the  same  day. 

On  the  27th  of  January  I  continued  the  examination  of  the  men  from 
the  Delphine,  several  of  whom  told  me  that  all  the  captured  men  who 
had  been  induced  to  join  said  vessel  had  done  so  either  after  imprison- 
ment and  punishment,  or  to  avoid  it  through  threats,  and  that  they 
believed  they  would  all  leave  if  I  would  protect  them  from  arrest.  I 
informed  the  men  that  I  would  protect  all  persons  that  had  shipped 
untler  such  circumstances  from  captured  American  vessels,  and  directed 
said  men,  if  any  such  were  seen  ashore  by  them,  to  inform  them  of  my 
determination,  and  direct  them  to  me  or  come  with  them.  1  did  this 
with  the  view  of  liberating  the  men,  of  reducing  her  crew,  which  was 
mostly  made  up  of  such  impressed  men,  and  of  obtaining  information 
that  the  men  I  then  had  would  not  give  on  account  of  their  parole. 

I  also  sent  to  the  governor  an  argumentative  dispatch,  again  protest- 
ing against  said  Sea  King,  (Shenandoah,)  and  maintaining  that  said 
vessel  was  in  violation  of  Her  Majesty's  proclamation,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  inclosed,  (No.  5.) 

On  the  2Sth  I  received  a  dispatch  from  C.  J.  Tyler,  for  private  secre- 
tary, informing  me  that  my  dispatches  of  the  26th  and  27th  of  January 
had  been  referred  by  the  governor  to  his  legal  advisers,  and  that  his 
excellency  the  governor  would  acquaint  me  with  his  decision  after  he 
had  received  the  advice  of  the  attorney  general,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  inclosed,  {No.  6.) 

After  receiving  the  above,  I  forwarded  to  the  governor  a  dispatch  of 
same  date,  stating  that  evidence  was  daily  accumulating  in  my  office  in 
support  of  the  several  protests  I  had  sent  him,  and  calling  his  attention 
to  special  reasons  why  said  vessel  should  not  receive  the  treatment  of 
a  belligerent,  and  i)rotesting  against  the  aid  and  comfort  and  refuge  now 
being  extended  to  said  vessel,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed, 
(No.  7.) 

Being  under  the  impression  that  the  governor  of  New  South  Wales 
was  still  governor  general  of  all  the  Australian  colonies,  I  sent  to  Mr. 
Leavenworth,  our  consul  at  Sidney,  a  dispatch,  a  copy  of  which  (No.  8) 
Is  herewith  inclosed,  inclosing  therein  copies  of  the  correspondence  with 
the  authorities  here,  and  urging  him,  if  my  impressions  in  regard  to  the 
governor-generalship  were  correct,  to  lodge  protests  in  support  of  mine 
with  the  governor  general  there.  I  find  I  was  mistaken ;  the  governors 
are  independent  of  each  other. 
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On  the  30th  of  January  I  received  a  dispatch  dated  Private  Secre- 
tary's Office,  January  30,  informing  me  that  his  excellency  the  governor 
had  received  my  communications  of  the  26th,  27th,  and  28th  of  January, 
and  advised  with  the  Crown  law  officers  thereon,  and  that  "his  excel- 
lency the  governor  has  come  to  the  decision  that,  whatever  may  be  the 
previous  history  of  the  Shenandoah,  the  government  of  this  colony  is 
bound  to  treat  her  as  a  ship  of  war  belonging  to  a  belligerent  power,"  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  (I^o.  9.) 

I  immediately  entered  a  protest  in  the  name  of  the  United  States 
against  the  decision  of  the  government,  of  Victoria,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  inclosed,  (No.  10.) 

After  receiving  this  decision  of  the  governor,  thus  closing  all  argu- 
ments and  hopes  as  to  the  vessel  being  stopped  in  her  career  by  the  gov- 
ernor, I  consulted  with  several  American  merchants  here,  and  decided  to 
try  to  indict  her  in  the  admiralty  court.  With  this  view  I  employed 
Messrs.  Duffett,  Grant  &  Woolcott,  solicitors,  who  became  acquainted 
with  sundry  affidavits  and  witnesses  at  my  command. 

On  the  1st  of  Februarj^  a  debate  arose  in  the  colonial  legislature  respect- 
ing the  Sea  King,  (Shenandoah,)  in  which  the  chief  secretary  seemed 
to  think  there  was  no  proof  of  said  vessel  being  the  Sea  King.  My 
solicitors  considered  there  was  abundant  evidence,  and  that  it  should  be 
laid  before  the  Crown  law  officers,  which  I  authorized  them  to  do.  I 
therefore  accompanied  Mr.  Duffett,  of  the  said  firm,  to  the  Crown  law 
officers,  where  he  left  the  affidavits  of  Messrs.  L.  L.  Nichols,  (So.  11,) 
William  Bruce,  (No.  12,)  and  John  H.  Colby,  (No.  13.)  The  minister  of 
justice  and  the  attorney  general  were  absent,  and  the  above  affidavits 
were  left  with  the  chief  clerk,  Mr.  Chomley. 

On  the  3d  of  February  Mr.  Duffett,  of  the  above  firm,  wrote  to  the 
attorney  general  as  per  inclosure,  (No.  14.) 

On  the  4th  February  I  was  informed,  as  per  inclosures  Nos.  15  and 
16,  that  on  Monday,  February  6,  the  law  oiScers  would  be  glad  to  see 
me  in  relation  to  said  vessel.  At  tlie  appointed  time,  in  company  with 
Mr.  Duffett,  and  sxipported  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Swasey,  a  loyal  American  mer- 
chant of  this  city,  I  repaired  to  the  offices  named,  where  the  case  of  the 
Sea  King  (Shenandoah)  was  discussed  with  the  minister  of  justice  and 
the  attorney  general.  During  the  interview  I  requested  Mr.  Duffett  to 
read  the  affidavit  of  George  Silvester,  late  a  seaman  on  the  Laurel,  and 
fireman  on  the  Sea  King,  (Shenandoah,)  (No.  17,)  and  Mr.  Duffett  left 
with  the  attorney  general  the  affidavits  of  Edward  S.  Jones,  (No.  18,) 
James  Ford,  (No.  19,)  George  E.  Brackett,  (No.  20,)  Charles  Bolin,  (No. 
21,)  John  Sandall,  (No.  22,)  William  Scott,  (No.  23,)  Frederick  Lindborg, 
(No.  24,)  and  he  withdrew  the  declaration  of  Mr.  L.  L.  Nichols,  (No.  11,) 
left  on  the  2d  of  February,  and  substituted  for  it  an  affidavit  of  the 
same  person,  (No.  25.)  After  much  discussion,  both  these  gentlemen 
seemed  to  admit  that  the  Sea  King  (Shenandoah)  would  be  liable  to 
seizure  and  condemnation  if  found  in  British  waters ;  but  would  not 
admit  that  she  was  liable  to  seizure  here,  unless  she  violated  the  neutrality 
proclamation  while  in  this  port,  and  if  she  did  they  would  take  imme- 
diate action  against  her. 

Finding  that  I  could  not  proceed  in  the  admiralty  court,  I  continued 
to  take  what  evidence  I  could  get  and  forward  it  to  the  governor ;  and 
on  the  9th  of  February  I  addressed  him  a  dispatch,  in  which  I  sent  a 
list  of  the  affidavits  left  at  the  Crown  law  offices,  a  copy  of  which  (No. 
26)  is  herewith  inclosed. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  1865,  I  sent  to  the  governor  a  dispatch 
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inclosing  the  affidavit  of  John^illiams,  showing  that  i^ersons  were  con- 
cealed on  board  said  vessel,  and  others  on  duty  on  board,  and  wearing 
the  uniform,  which  persons  had  come  on  said  vessel  iu  this  port,  a  copy 
of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  (No.  27.) 

On  the  11th  of  February  I  received  a  dispatch  from  the  Grown  law 
ofBcers,  informing  me  that  said  Jolm  Williams  may  attend  on  Monday, 
the  13th,  at  the  Crown  solicitor's  office,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
inclosed,  (No.  28.) 

On  Monday,  the  13th,  I  induced  Mr.  Samuel  P.  Lord,  a  loyal  Ameri- 
can merchant  here,  to  accompany  said  John  Williams  and  Walter  J. 
Madden,  who  had  given  like  testimony  before  me,  to  the  Grown  solicitor, 
to  see  that  the  testimony  of  said  persons  was  properly  taken.  Just 
after  his  departure  from  the  consulate  with  the  above-named  witnesses, 
two  other  sailors,  named  F.  G.  Behucke  and  Hermann  Wicke,  who  said 
they  left  the  Shenandoah  only  the  day  before,  came  to  the  consulate  and 
gave  substantially  the  same  evidence.  I  immediately  sent  them  with 
my  clerk,  Mr.  Gage,  to  the  Grown  solicitor's  office  to  support  the  charge 
of  those  already  there.  I  then  sent  the  governor  a  dispatch  inclosing 
the  testimony  of  John  Williams,  (No.  29,)  Walter  J.  Madden,  (No.  30,) 
and  Thomas  Jackson,  (No.  31,)  a  seaman  on  board  the  Laurel,  and  fire- 
man on  board  the  Sea  King,  (Shenandoah,)  in  support  of  my  j)rotests,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  (No.  32.) 

At  about  5  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  13th  an  officer  of  the  police,  accompa- 
nied by  a  clerk  from  the  Grown  law  offices,  came  to  this  consulate  toob-^ 
tain,  a  witness  to  go  on  board  said  Shenandoah  to  identify  the  persons 
who  had  shipped  in  this  port  on  board  said  vessel.  I  declined  to  let 
any  of  them  go  on  board  said  vessel  unless  he  would  return  them  to  this 
consulate,  as  I  apprehended  they  might  be  seized  as  deserters,  inform- 
ing him  that  they  were  all  impressed  from  American  vessels.  He  gave 
me  such  a  promise,  and  selected  Walter  J.  Madden,  who  left  this  con- 
sulate in  his  charge. 

On  the  14th  I  received  a  dispatch  from  the  governor's  private  secre- 
tary informing  me  that  my  disi)atches  of  the  10th  and  13th  were  re- 
ceived, and  had  engaged  and  continued  to  engage  the  earnest  attention 
of  the  colonial  government,  a  copy  of  which  dispatch  is  herewith  in- 
closed, (No.  33.) 

On  the  same  day  I  sent  a  dispatch  to  the  governor,  (No.  34,)  inclosing 
the  affidavits  of  F.  G.  Behucke,  (No.  36,)  and  Hermann  Wicke,  (No.  35,) 
these  being  the  two  men  I  had  sent  the  day  before  to  the  Grown  soli- 
citor, and  v7hose  affidavits  I  took  after  their  return. 

On  the  14th  of  February  Walter  J.  Madden  returned,  and  informed 
me  that  the  police  were  not  allowed  to  search  the  ship  the  day  before, 
and  that  two  policemen  went  on  board  this  morning,  and  returned  with- 
out making  any  arrests,  and  that  he  was  dismissed  for  the  present.  He 
also  informed  me  that  the  Shenandoah  was  then  on  the  patent  slip  un- 
dergoing repairs. 

On  the  evening  of  the  14th  the  town  was  full  of  rumors  about  the 
seizure-  of  said  vessel.  About  5  o'clock  I  proceeded  to  Sandridge  to 
ascertain  if  said  seizure  was  made.  Sandridge  is  opposite  Williams- 
town,  where  the  said  vessel  was,  and  in  direct  communication  by  a  steam 
ferry-boat,  and  distant  about  three  miles.  While  at  Sandridge  I  was 
informed  by  a  master  of  an  English  ship,  who  was  boarded  by  the  Shen- 
andoah previous  to  her  arrival  here,  and  whose  name  I  do  not  remem- 
ber, that  he  was  on  board  the  Shenandoah  an  hour  previous,  drinking 
with  the  wardroom  officers,  when  Captain  Waddell  came  in  with  a 
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printed  paper  in  his  hand  and  informed  them  that  the  ship  had  been 
seized ;  that  he  left,  coming  through  the  police  then  around  said  vessel, 
by  giving  his  name  and  occupation. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  February  it  was  reported  in  the  papers 
that  the  Shenandoah  had  been  seized  by  the  authorities^  that  four  per- 
sons, endeavoring  to  escape  from  said  vessel,  were  arrested ;  among  them 
was  one  "Charley,"  who  had  been  named  by  all  the  witnesses  as  being 
on  board  and  wearing  the  uniform  of  said  vessel. 

With  a  view  of  getting  the  governor  to  reconsider  his  decision  as 
alluded  to  above,  (No.  9,)  and  in  answer  to  the  arguments  used  by  the 
Crown  law  officers  at  the  interview  I  had  with  them  before  referred  to, 
I  forwarded  to  his  excellency  a  dispatch,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
inclosed,  (IsTo.  37.) 

1  received  the  same  day  a  notice  from  the  police  department  inform- 
ing me  of  the  arrest  of  four  men,  and  desiring  the  attendance  of  some 
person  to  identify  them,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  (No.  38.) 

I  sent  the  four  men  who  had  given  the  information  to  identify  the 
arrested  men,  who  returned  the  same  day,  stating  that  "Charley"  was 
among  them,  and  that  the  others  were  also  some  of  the  persons  referred 
to  in  their  affidavits  as  being  on  board,  and  that  their  names  were  re- 
membered when  seen.  These  men  also  informed  me  that  the  prisoners 
were  remanded,  and  that  they  were  to  appear  the  next  day  against  them 
at  the  Williamstown  police  court.  A  few  hours  after  I  heard  that  the 
ship  was  released. 

In  the  evening,  during  the  session  of  Parliament,  the  chief  secretary 
announced  that  the  government  had  issued  no  warrant,  and  that  there 
had  been  no  search ;  "  that  a  warrant  had  been  only  issued  for  the  arrest 
of  one  of  their  subjects,  and  that,  being  satisfied,  they  ought  not  to  pro- 
ceed to  extremities  in  this  matter."  Permission  was  then  given  to  the 
workmen  to  launch  the  ship,  which  had  been  forbidden. 

On  the  16th  of  Febrnary  I  had  the  men  to  attend  at  the  police  court 
in  Williamstown,  as  required,  as  witnesses.  Two  of  the  prisoners  were 
committed,  one  released  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  a  British  subject, 
and  the  other  remanded  till  next  day. 

While  crossing  the  bay  to  the  trial  at  Williamstown,  on  the  16th,  I 
saw  the  Shenandoah  taking  in  coal  from  a  ship  alongside ;  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Farlane,  emigration  officer,  a  fellow-passenger,  informed  me  that  she 
was  taking  in  two  hxindred  tons  of  Scotch  coal  in  addition  to  the  au.ount 
she  brought  here. 

On  the  17th  of  February  I  forwarded  to  the  governor  a  dispatch  calling 
his  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Shenandoah  was  a  full-rigged  sailing- 
vessel,  steam  being  only  auxiliary,  and  to  the  amount  of  coal  she  had 
upon  her  arrival  here,  and  the  quantity  I  learned  she  was  taking  on  board 
in  this  port,  a  copy  of  which  (No.  39)  is  herewith  inclosed. 

The  same  day  I  learned  that  the  remanded  prisoner  was  also  commit- 
ted, and  the  four  men  held  as  witnesses,  to  appear  at  the  March  term  of 
the  court. 

On  the  I7th  I  forwarded  a  dispatch  to  the  governor  calling  his  atten- 
tion to  the  affidavits  heretofore  forwarded  him,  showing  that  some  ten 
to  twenty  persons  had  been  shipped  on  board  said  vessel  while  in  this 
harbor ;  also  notifying  him  that  I  had  forwarded  to  the  attorney  gen- 
eral the  solemn  declaration  of  Michael  Oashmore,  (Eo.  40,)  a  highly  re- 
spectable citizen,  to  the  same  purport,  and  that  I  had  also  left  with  the 
attorney  general  a  solemn  declaration  of  J.  B.  Lydserff,  (No.  41,)  in  rela- 
tion to  the  sale  of  "prize"  chronometers  in  this  port  by  the  officers  of 
said  vessel,  and  protesting  against  the  vessel  being  allowed  to  leave  this 
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port  with  said  persons  on  board,  a  copy  of  which  (No.  42)  is  herewith 
inclosed. 

On  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  February  Andrew  Forbes  came  to  the 
consulate  with  the  information  that  sev^eral  persons  were  then  on  the 
wharf  ready  to  go  on  board  a  vessel  to  join  the  Sea  King  (Shenandoah) 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  this  port ;  that  one  of  said  persons,  named 
James  Evans,  had  told  him.  Deeming  the  information  important,  and 
that  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  1,  in  company  witli  Mr.  S.  P.  Lord,  wbo  was 
then  iu  the  consulate,  took  said  Forbes  with  us  to  the  Crown  law  offices 
to  lodge  the  information,  and  was  met  by  the  Crown  solicitor  coming  out. 
Upon  my  application  to  take  the  information  he,  in  an  offensive  manner, 
positively  declined,  saying  he  wanted  his  dinner;  that  there  were  plenty 
of  magistrates  in  town ;  that  it  was  none  of  his  business.  He  informed 
uie  that  the  attorney  general  and  minister  of  justice  were  in  Parliament, 
then  in  session.  I  then  proceeded  to  the  detective  police  office,  and  there 
was  informed  that  if  the  affidavit  of  the  man  was  taken  before  a  county 
magistrate  they  would  execute  his  warrant.  I  then  went  to  parliament 
house  and  called  out  Mr.  Higginbotham,  the  attorney  general,  who  said 
that  if  I  would  go  to  Mr.  Sturt  he  would  take  the  affidavit.  I  then  went 
with  the  witness  to  Mr.  Sturt,  more  than  a  mile  off,  who  declined  to  take 
it,  and  who  said  the  water  police  weie  the  proper  authorities  to  act. 
The  water  police  are  at  Williamstown,  across  the  bay,  and  about  four 
miles  from  Mr.  Sturt's.  I  then  took  the  testimony,  which  is  No.  43,  at 
my  office,  and  .dispatched  it  by  Mr.  Lord  to  the  attorney  general,  and 
started  with  the  witness  to  Williamstown.  When  the  witness  found  he 
had  to  go  among  his  acquaintances  he  was  afraid  of  bodily  harm,  and 
refused  to  proceed. 

During  the  night  several  persons  endeavored  to  find  me  to  give  infor- 
mation of  the  shipment  of  men  for  said  vessel.  One  Bobbins,  a  master 
stevedore,  found  me  at  11  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  informed  me  that  boat  loads 
of  men  with  their  luggage  were  leaving  the  wharf  at  Saudridge  and 
going  directly  on  board  said  vessel,  and  that  the  ordinary  police  boats 
were  not  to  be  seen  on  the  bay.  I  informed  said  Eobbiiis  that  Mr.  Sturt, 
jjolice  magistrate,  told  me  the  water  police  were  the  proper  persons  to 
lodge  any  information  with,  and  that  he,  as  a  good  subject,  was  bound 
to  inform  them  of  any  violation  of  law  that  came  under  his  notice, 
which  he  promised  to  do. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  February,  at  about  7  o'clock  a.  m.,  the 
said  Shenandoah  left  her  anchorage  and  proceeded  to  sea  unmolested.. 

I  forwarded  to  the  governor  the  affidavit  of  said  Forbes,  {i(o.  43,), 
inclosed  in  a  dispatch,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  (No.  44.) 

Ou  this  day  I  received  a  reply  from  the  private  secretary,  dated  the 
17th  of  February,  relating  to  the  supply  of  coal,  a  copy  of  which  (No. 
45)  is  herewith  inclosed. 

I  learned  that  the  Shenandoah  was  inquiring  for  a  pilot  acquainted 
with  the  Australian  waters,  and  I  dispatched  to  the  vice-consul  at 
Hobart  Town  information  to  that  effect,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
inclosed,  (No.  46.) 

On  the  I8th  of  February  the  aforementioned  Mr.  Bobbins  called  at 
the  consulate  and  informed  me  that  six  boat  loads  of  men  left  the 
wharves  with  their  luggage  during  the  previous  night,  and  that  they 
were  taken  on  board  said  vessel  through  the  propeller  hoist-hole.  When 
asked  to  give  his  affidavit,  he  said  as  the  officials  would  take  no  notice 
of  it  he  would  only  injure  his  business  by  so  doing,  and  he  declined. 
He  stated  that  about  seventy  men  went  on  board  said  vessel  on  the 
38  A  c— YI 
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night  of  the  17th  of  February,  and  that  some  of  them  took  and  used 
his  boat  to  go  in. 

Captain  Sears,  of  the  American  bark  Mustang,  was  on  the  wharf 
watching,  wlio  informs  me  that  he  saw  several  boat  loads  of  men  with 
luggage  go  to  said  vessel  while  lyiug  in  the  bay,  and  that  he  also  saw 
said  Eobbins  go  to  the  police. 

On  the  20th  I  received  a  dispatch  from  the  private  secretary  of  the 
governor,  dated  same  day,  in  answer  to  my  dispatch  of  the  15th  of  Feb- 
ruary, a  copy  of  which  (No.  47)  is  herewith  inclosed. 

Ou  the  20th  I  requested,  in  writing,  Mr.  S.  P.  Lord  to  give  me  an 
account  of  my  iuterview  with  the  Crown  solicitor,  referred  to  above.  I 
inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  said  request  (No.  48)  as  well  as  his  answer 
thereto,  (No.  49.)  ^ 

On  the  22d  I  received  a  dispatch  from  the  private  secretary's  office, 
dated  the  21st  of  February,  in  reply  to  my  complaint  of  the  18th  of 
February,  alluded  to  above,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed, 
(No.  50.)' 

In  recapitulating  the  above  I  leave  the  documents  to  apeak  for  them- 
selves, convinced  that  they  will  meet  with  the  interpretation  they 
d.eserve. 

It  will  be  for  you  to  consider  whether  the  Sea  King  (Shenandoah)  was 
hastily  and  illegally  recognized  as  a  war  vessel  of  a  belligerent  power, 
coming  as  she  did,  armed,  from  one  British  port  to  another,  with  the 
marks  of  her  identity  still  upon  her,  and  allowed  to  depart  again  to 
renew  her  depredations  on  the  commerce  of  a  power  friendly  to  Great 
Britain.  It  will  be  for  you  to  consider  whether  the  shipment  of  arms 
and  ammunition  in  Liverpool  on  board  the  Laurel,  to  be  put  on  board 
the  Sea  King  on  the  high  seas,  as  borne  out  by  the  affidavits  of  Sylves- 
ter and  Jackson,  is  in  accordance  with  international  law  and  treaty 
obligations,  and  Her  Majesty's  neutrality  proclamation. 

The  Department  will  not  fail  to  perceive  that  with  the  sworn  testimony 
of  four  persons  before  the  authorities  here,  to  the  effect  that  some  ten 
to  twenty  persons  were  shipped  in  this  harbor  on  board  said  vessel,  and 
were  rationed  from  her  stores,  and  a  part  of  them,  at  least,  on  duty  on 
board  in  uniform,  said  vessel  was  nevertheless  allowed  to  depart. 

The  attention  of  the  Department  is  especially  called  to  the  interview 
alluded  to  above,  at  page  9,  [February  15,]  with  the  Crown  law  officers, 
to  the  effect  that  if  the  said  ship  was  found  violating  the  neutrality 
proclamation  in  this  port  they  would  take  immediate  action  against  her. 
A  dispatch  from  the  Crown  law  officers  above  referred  to,  and  No.  28, 
alludes  to  supporting  a  charge  against  certain  persons  and  officers  of 
the  Shenandoah.  The  police  examinations  took  place,  as  stated,  on  the 
16th  and  I7th  of  February,  instant,  at  which  three  men  were  committed 
for  trial;  and  yet,  at  the  very  time  these  commitments  were  being  made, 
the  officers  who  thus  violated  the  neutrality  of  this  port  were  on  board 
the  ship,  within  a  mile  of  the  said  court,  unmolested,  and  the  ship  was 
allowed  to  take  in  the  additional  quantity  of  coal  mentioned  hereinbe- 
fore. A  printed  report  of  the  investigations  of  the  persons  referred  to, 
cut  from  the  Melbourne  Argus,  is  herewith  inclosed,  (No.  51.) 

These  commitments  do  not  seem  to  have  stimulated  the  authorities  to 
any  vigilance  in  regard  to  the  said  ship,  otherwise  boat-loads  of  men 
could  not  have  joined  her  on  the  night  of  the  17th-18th  instant,  as 
stated  above,  and  confirmed  by  the  extracts  taken  from  the  three  Mel- 
bourne daily  papers  of  the  20th  instant,  herewith  inclosed,  and  num- 
bered 52. 
What  motives  may  have  prompted  the  authorities,  with  evidence  in 
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their  possfission  as  to  the  shipment  of  large  numbers  of  persons  on  board 
said  vessel,  substantiated  by  the  capture  and  commitment  of  some 
escaping  from  said  ship,  to  allow  the  said  vessel  to  continue  to  enjoy  the 
privileges  of  neutrality  in  coaling,  provisioning,  and  departing,  with  the 
aflftdavits  and  information  lodged  and  not  fully  satisfied,  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  conceive.  Was  it  not  shown  and  proved  that  the '  neutrality  was 
violated  1  And  yet  she  was  allowed  her  own  way  unmolested,  thus 
enabling  her  to  renew  her  violations  of  neutrality  on  a  larger  scale. 

There  are  eyes  that  do  not  see  and  ears  that  do  not  hear,  and  I  fear 
that  this  port  is  endowed  with  such  a  portion  of  them  as  may  be  required 
to  suit  the  occasion;  for  in  what  other  way  can  my  unsuccessful  attempts 
to  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  authorities  on  the  evening  of  the  17th 
instant  be  explained  ? 

The  immunities  I  enjoyed  on  this  occasion,  as  United  States  consul, 
were  of  a  peculiar  nature.  Instead  of  being  assisted  by  the  authorities, 
I  was  only  baffled,  and  taught  how  certain  proceedings  could  not  be 
instituted. 

I  send  by  this  mail  a  file  of  tbe  Melbourne  Argus,  Age,  and  Herald, 
the  three  daily  papers  of  this  city,  during  the  time  of  tlie  stay  of  the 
Shenandoah  at  this  port,  a  careful  examination  of  which  will  be  neces- 
sary to  obtain  a  complete  view  of  what  transpired  in  this  place  in  rela- 
tion to  said  ship  and  her  oiflcers.  I  also  send  the  Melbourne  pictorial 
papers,  giving  a  picture  of  said  vessel,  and  some  of  the  scenes  on  board 
of  her. 

I  herewith  inclose,  in  No.  53,  extracts  cut  from  said  papers  in  support 
of  some  of  my  statements,  which  I  deem  essential  to  be  read  in  connec- 
tion with  this  dispatch,  for  fear  the  papers  sent  by  mail  may  not  arrive 
in  time,  among  which  will  be  found  the  correspondence  between  the 
officials  here  and  the  officers  of  said  vessel. 

I  also  forwarded  to  the  governor  of  the  colony  affidavits  of  Edward 
P.  Nichols,  second  mate  of  late  bark  Delphine,  (No.  54,)  of  E.  T.  Lingo, 
steward  on  board  late  bark  Delphine,  (No.  55,)  and  of  Mary' Lingo,  (No. 
56,)  stewardess  on  late  bark  Delphine. 

I  close  by  informing  the  Department  that  James  Francis  Maguire, 
late  United  States  consul  here,  as  far  as  1  could  see  and  learn,  acted  as 
counsel  for  the  vessel  and  her  officers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BLANGHAED, 
United  States  Consul  at  Melbourne. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  B.  G, 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr,  Blanchard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Melbourne,  January  26,  J865. 

Sir  :  The  mail  to  Europe  being  about  to  leave,  I  hasten  to  inform  you 
that  a  confederate  steamer  named  Shenandoah  has  made  her  appear- 
ance in  this  port  this  morning.    I  beg  to  inclose  extracts  of  papers. 

Some  prisoners  on  board,  who  are  now  being  liberated,  and  now  in 
the  consulate,  give  the  following  particulars  respecting  her : 

She  was  the  original  Sea  King ;  sailed  from  London  on  the  8th  Octo- 
ber, 1864,  and  received  ammunition  from  a  ship  named  Laurel,  at  sea. 
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Part  of  tlie  name  Sea  King  is  still  visible,  and  I  shall  obtain  of  these 
particular  letters  a  photograph.  She  is  represented  to  have  been  built 
at  Glasgow,  and  water-buckets,  spoous,  forks,  &c.,  are  marked  Sea 
King.  She  is  a  wooden  ship  with  iron  frame,  but  not  plated.  Her 
armament  is  eight  guns,  viz,  four  8-inch  shell  guns,  two  on  each  side, 
unritled;  weight  of  guns  about  2  tons  15  cwt. ;  guns  bear  numbers 
11,522,  11,523,  11,524,  11,525  ;  these  guns  are  not  breech  loaders.  Two 
rifled  guns,  about  5-inch  bore,  one  on  each  side.  Two  ordinary  12- 
pounders,  the  original  ship's  guns. 

She  has  the  appearance  of  an  ordinary  merchant  ship,  with  long,  full 
poop  ;  a  large  bright  wheel-house,  oval  sky-lights  on  the  poop  ;  she  has 
one  telescope  funnel ;  the  mizzen-topmast  and  topgallant  staysail  both 
hoist  from  the  mainmast  head;  she  is  wire-rigged. 

The  officers  on  board  declare  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  fire  a  broad- 
side. It  is  the  general  impression  that  she  is  not  a  formidable  vessel. 
She  is  leaky  and  requires  two  hours'  pumping  out.  The  crew  consists  of 
seventy-nine,  all  told. 

I  have  the  honor  to-be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BLANGHARD, 

United  States  Consul. 

Hon.  Ghaeles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  London. 

(Copy  of  the  above  also  sent  to  United  States  consul,  Hong  Kong.) 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Protest  of  Captain  Nichols. 

I,  the  undersigned,  William  Green  Nichols,  of  Searsport,  United  States, 
formerly  captain  of  bark  Delphine,  of  Bangor,  Maine,  United  States,  do 
hereby  solemnly  declare  on  oath,  that  said  bark  was  of  705  tons  register ; 
that  on  the  12th  October,  1864,  she  sailed  from  Gravesend,  England, 
under  my  command,  with  a  crew  of  fifteen,  and  two  passengers,  (wife 
and  child ;)  that  said  bark  was  bound  for  Akyab,  with  cargo  of  ma- 
chinery, and  that  until  29th  December,  1864,  nothing  unusual  occurred; 
that  on  said  29th  December  last,  latitude  south  39°  20',  longitude  east 
69°,  I  was  fallen  in  with  by  a  ship  showing  English  colors  for  about  half 
an  hour  while  approaching ;  I  showed  American  colors  in  reply.  The 
ship,  on  approaching,  proved  to  be  a  steamer,  with  a  telescope  funnel, 
under  sail.  She  fired  a  blank  shot,  upon  which  I  immediately  hove  to, 
she  hoisting  the  confederate  flag  after  firing  the  gun ;  that  immediately 
after  the  gun  was  fired  the  confederate  flag  was  hoisted  on  said  steamer, 
and  on  my  ship,  Delphine,  being  boarded,  I  was  taken,  with  my  mate, 
and  ship's  jjapers,  on  board  said  steamer  called  Shenandoah ;  that  on 
examining  said  papers,  the  captain  of  the  aforesaid  steamer,  James  J. 
Waddell,  declared  the  ship  under  my  command  as  a  prize ;  granted  to 
Die  t)ermission  to  remove  the  wardrobe  of  self  and  family,  (consisting  of 
wife  and  child,)  but  allowed  me  to  take  nothing  else;  that  the  crew  were 
allowed  the  same  privileges  with  the  exception  of  their  beds ;  that  I,  my 
wife  and  child,  as  well  as  mate,  were  taken  on  board  said  steamer  as 
prisoners,  but  paroled  ;  whereas  such  part  of  crew  as  would  not  join  the 
steamer  were  put  in  irons;  that  above-named  ship  Delphine  was  then 
ransacked  and  set  on  fire  by  crew  of  said  steamer ;  that  I  declared  to 
the  captain  of  said  steamer  the  value  of  the  ship  Delphine  as  being  about 
£3,500,  (three  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  sterling;)  that  outfits,  loss 
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of  freifrht  and  wages,  wblch  amount  to  about  £3,000,  (three  thousand 
pounds,)  were  not  included  in  the  above  amount ;  that  immediately  on 
being  taken  on  board  I  was  paroled,  and  on  23d  instant  a  new  parole 
was  demanded  from  me,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  be  released  on  reach- 
ing land  ;  that  to  day,  the  26th  January,  1865,  I  was  released  in  Hob- 
soii's  Bay,  under  parole,  which  enjoins  npon  me  not  to  give  any  informa- 
tion which  might  tend  to  tbe  injury  of  the  said  steamer,  or  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  so-called  confederate  cause ;  that,  not  for  want  of  loyalty 
to  the  United  States,  but  in  consequence  of  wishing  not  to  violate  said 
parole,  I  decline  divulging  anything  as  to  her  armament,  &c. ;  that  the 
knives,  forks,  spoons,  &c.,  in  the  use  of  said  steamer  bore  the  mark  Sea 
King,  and  I  heard  the  captain  say  that  she  was  forinevly  the  Sea  King; 
that  he,  with  oflflcers,  took  charge  of  her  at  Madeira,  or  the  Isle  of  De- 
serta,  and  sailed  with  an  original  crew  of  (17)  seventeen  men. 

WM.  G.  NICHOLS, 
Late  Master  of  Bark  BeljyMne,  of  Bangor. 
Melbotjewe,  January  26,  1865. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  January, 
1865. 

WM.  BLANOHAED,  Consul. 

When  making  the  statement  as  to  the  value  of  the  ship,  I  thought 
that,  on  account  of  having  British  property  on  board,  he  might  bond 
the  ship  and  let  her  go,  and  I  wished  to  have  the  bond  as  small  as  pos- 
sible, not  that  I  consider  the  amount  above  mentioned  the  value  of  the 
ship ;  neither  did  I  include  my  private  property  on  board,  nor  the  pro- 
perty of  the  officers  and  crew. 

WM.  G.  NICHOLS, 
Late  Master  of  Baric  Delphine. 
Februaet  10,  1865. 

WM.  BLANCHAED, 

United  /States  Consul. 


[Inolosure  No.  3.] 

Mr.  Francis  to  Mr.  Blanchard. 

CusTOM-HousE,  Melbourne, 

January  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  desired  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  inform  you  that 
an  ai)plication  has  been  made  to  land  certain  prisoners  from  the  confed- 
erate steamer  Shanandoah,  now  in  this  port,  and  I  am  to  request  that 
you  will  be  good  enough  to  inform  me,  for  the  information  of  Sir  Charles 
Darling,  whether  you  are  willing  to  undertake  to  receive  and  provide 
for,  on  behalf  of  the  Government  whom  you  represent,  the  prisoners 
above  referred  to. 

I  am  to  request  the  favor  of  an  early  replj'  to  this  communication. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  FEANCIS, 
Commissioner  of  Trade  and  Customs. 
Wm.  Blanchard,  Esq., 

Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 

(Eeceived  and  receipted  for  at  3.30  p.  m.,  January  26,  1865.) 
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[Inelosure  No.  4.] 

Mr.  BlancJiard  to  Governor  Sir  C.  Barling. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Melbourne,  January  26,  1685. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  dispatch  from 
the  honorable  the  commissioner  of  trade  and  customs,  dated  to-day,  (D 
63, 59,)  and  in  reply  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  excellency  that,  previous 
to  its  reaching  me,  at  half-past  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  had  made  provision  for 
the  master,  crew,  and  passengers,  already  landed,  of  the  United  States 
bark  Delphine,  (the  persons  presumed  to  be  referred  to  in  said  dispatch,) 
burnt  at  sea  by  a  piratical  vessel  called  the  Shenandoah,  ex-Sea  King. 
I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  call  upon  your  excellency  to 
cause  the  said  Shenandoah,  alias  Sea  King,  to  be  seized  for  piratical  acts, 
she  not  coming  within  Her  Majesty's  neutrality  proclamation — never 
having  entered  a  port  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States  of  America 
for  the  purposes  of  naturalization,  and  consequently  not  entitled  to  bel- 
ligerent rights. 

The  table  service,  plate,  &c.,  on  board  said  vessel  bear  the  mark  Sea 
King,  and  the  captain  should  bring  evidence  to  entitle  him  to  belligerent 
rights. 

I  therefore  protest  against  any  aid  or  comfort  being  extended  to  said 
piratical  vessel  in  any  of  the  ports  of  this  colony. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BLANCHAED, 
Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America^ 

His  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Darling,  K.  C.  B.,  &c.. 

Governor  of  Colony  of  Victoria. 

(Delivered  and  receipted  for  at  6.45  p.  m.,  January  26, 1865,  at  Toorak, 
governor's  residence.) 


[Inelosure  No.  5.] 

Mr.  BlancJiard  to  Governor  Sir  C.  Darling.     '' 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Melbourne,  January  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the 
port  of  Melbourne,  begs,  most  respectfully,  to  call  the  attention  of  your 
excellency  to  the  armed  cruiser  (referred  to  in  his  note  of  yesterday)  now 
at  anchor  in  Hobson's  Bay,  and  reported  to  be  a  vessel  of  the  so-styled 
Confederate  States  of  America. 

It  must  be  evident  to  your  excellency  that,  notoriously,  all  the  pre- 
sumptions of  fact  and  law  are  against  the  probabilities  of  the  legal 
character  of  the  vessel  in  question,  and  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  under- 
signed to  more  than  suggest  to  your  excellency  the  ease  with  which  any 
lawless  rover  of  the  seas  may  assume  any  character  designed  to  effect 
his  purposes. 

When,  in  this  case,  the  actual  circumstances  are  duly  considered, 
having  reference,  on  the  one  hand,  to  tbe  present  condition  of  the  so- 
styled  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  on  the  other  to  the  frequent 
violations  in  Her  Majesty's  ports  of  the  laws  of  neutrality,  especially  of 
the  well-known  facts  proclaimed  respecting  this  very  vessel  before  her 
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arrival,  there  would  scarcely  seem  to  remain  a  doubt  as  to  her  real  char- 
acter here,  for  the  first  time  appearing  in  her  new  pretended  nationality, 
coming  from  nowhere,  bringing  in  no  prizes,  destroying,  without  adjudi- 
cation and  without  necessity,  all  property  seized,  I'egardless  of  owner- 
ship ;  leaving,  inhumanly  and  against  the  law  of  nations,  la.rge  numbers 
of  captives  upon  a  desert  island ;  having  in  all  parts  of  her, and  in  the 
remains  of  half-erased  letters,  numberless  indicia  of  her  genuine  nation- 
ality. The  undersigned  will  not  doubt  that,  not  only  in  the  interest  of 
justice  and  the  safety  of  universal  commerce  on  tbe  seas,  but  also  in 
Tindication  of  the  honor  and  dignity  of  Her  Majesty's  government,  too 
long  contemptuously  disregarded  by  those  who,  seeking  asylum  under 
it,  only  abuse  an  honorable  hospitality  to  violate  its  laws  and  insult  its 
sovereignty,  your  excellency  will  give  so  much  weight,  and  no  more, 
to  a  bit  of  bunting  and  a  shred  of  gold  lace  as  they  deserve.  That  your 
excellency  will  well  assure  yourself  that  those  presumptuously  lawless 
men,  audaciously  entering  this  port  upon  pretenses  of  necessity,  always 
so  easily  made,  but  really  that  information  may  be  got  and  new  enter- 
prises hence  successfully  executed,  be  really  what  they  claim,  and  truly 
entitled  to  the  immunities  secured  to  belligerents ;  that  the  commissions, 
if  any,  exhibited,  be  genuine ;  the  bearers  thereof  the  persons  authorized 
to  bear  them ;  their  documents,  if  any,  showing  the  character  of  the 
vessel  worthy  of  credence,  and  the  acts  committed  such  as  ought  to 
receive  the  favorable  countenance  of  a  great  and  magnanimous  power; 
in  fine,  whether  the  crew  and  vessel  are  lawfully  entitled  to  the  privileges 
accorded,  under  the  laws  and  by  virtue  of  Her  Majesty's  proclamation, 
to  a  real  belligerent;  or  whether,  on  the  contrary,  the  crew  be  not 
amenable  to  punishment  and  the  vessel  to  seizure. 

And  never  doubting  the  anxious  desire  of  your  excellency  to  maintain 
a  strict  neutrality,  the  undersigned  feels  assured  that  he  will  not  be  mis- 
understood nor  his  conduct  be  deemed  too  officious  when  the  peculiar 
facts  of  this  present  case  are  duly  considered.  Now.  for  the  fii'st  time, 
action  by  this  government  in  the  nature  of  a  precedent  is  to  be  estab- 
lished respecting  the  status  to  be  accorded  to  a  vessel,  here  first  appear- 
ing and  claiming  a  warlike  character,  suddenly,  without  notice,  under 
circumstances  of  the  gravest  suspicion.  The  undersigned  will  be  par- 
doned if  the  gravity  of  the  case,  in  his  opinion,  makes  liim  feel  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  urge  upon  your  excellency  the  greatest  caution  ;  that  not 
upon  mere  assertion  of  so-called  officers,  but  after  the  severest  scrutiny, 
it  should  be  determined  if  this  vessel  and  crew  are  entitled  to  the  rights 
of  belligerency,  or  whether  the  vessel  should  not  be  detained  until  the 
facts  can  be  duly  investigated. 

Wherefore,  the  undersigned,  relying  upon  the  vigilance  of  your  excel- 
lency, in  a  case  of  so  much  and  so  pressing  importance,  protests  against 
tbe  said  vessel  called  the  Shenandoah,  alias  Sea  King,  her  so-styled 
officers  and  crew;  that  from  evidence  already  taken  by  him,  as  well  as 
from  the  facts  patent  and  notorious  to  all,  the  legal  presumptions  are, 
in  this  case,  against  any  just  claim  to  the  rights  of  a  belligerent ;  and 
that  in  the  interests  of  justice,  commerce,  the  comity  of  nations;  Snd 
impartial  observance  of  Her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality  and  of 
imperial  law,  this  important  right,  here  now,  under  new  and  peculiar 
circumstan(;es,  in  the  case  of  this  vessel  first  sought  to  be  established, 
be  most  rigidly  examined,  lest,  under  flimsy  pretenses  of  necessity,  the 
ports  and  coasts  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions  be  unguardedly  thrown  open 
to  afford  lawless  and  unauthorized  marauders  cover  and  bases  for  new 
and  piratical  enterprises  against  the  citizens  of  a  friendly  power,  their 
lives  and  property;  and  not  ouly  so,  enterprises  fraught  with  danger  to 
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the  interests  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  in  direct  encouragement  of 
the  most  audacious  violations  of  the  laws  of  humanity  and  of  nations; 
lest,  finally,  new  claims  and  additional  and  serious  complications  unfor- 
tunately arise  between  Her  Majesty's  government  and  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BLANCHAED, 
Consul  for  the  United  /States  of  America. 

His  Bxeellency  Sir  Charles  Darling,  K.  C.  B.,  &c.. 

Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Victoria. 


finclosure  No.  6.] 

31r.  Tyler  to  Mr.  Blanchard. 

ToORAK,  January  28,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  acquaint  you 
that  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant  was  immediately  referred  by  his 
excellency  for  tbe  consideration  and  opinion  of  the  legal  ad\'isers  of  his 
government,  and  that  the  same  conrse  has  been  pursued  with  your  let- 
ter of  yesterday's  date,  protesting  against  the  claim  to  the  rights  of  a 
belligerent  of  the  vessel  now  lying  in  Hobson's  Bay,  called  the  Shenan- 
doah. His  excellency  will  not  fail  to  acquaint  you  with  his  decision 
after  he  shall  have  received  the  advice  of  the  attorney  general. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  TYLER, 
A.  D.  C.for  Private  Secretary. 

The  Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 


[InclosTire  No.  7.] 

Mr.  Blanchard  to  Governor  Sir  G.  Darling. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Melbourne,  January  28, 1865. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  C.  J.  Tyler,  esq.,  your 
excellency's  aide-de-camp,  dated  to-day,  informing  me  that  your  excel- 
lency has  submitted  my  dispatches  of  the  26th  and  27th  of  January, 
instant,  to  the  consideration  of  your  legal  advisers,  and  that  your 
excellency's  decision,  when  made,  will  be  forwarded  to  me. 

Eviilence  being  daily  accumulating  in  this  ofiice  in  support  of  the  ^ 
reasons  for  the  protests  I  had  the  honor  to  forward  to  your  e:;cellency, 
I  now  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  specially  to  the  following: 

1.  That  the  Sea  King,  alias  Shenandoah,  now  in  this  ])ort  and  assuih- 
ing  to  be  a  war  vessel,  is  a  British-built  ship,  and  cleared  from  a  British 
port  as  a  merchantman,  legally  entering  no  port  until  her  arrival  here, 
where  she  assumes  to  be  a  war  vessel  of  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States  ;  that  any  transfer  of  said  vessel  at  sea  is  in  violation  of  the  law 
of  nations,  and  does  not  change  her  nationality. 

2.  That  inasmuch  as  Her  Majesty's  neutrality  proclamation  prohibits 
her  subjects  from  supplying  or  furnishing  any  war  material  or  ship  to 
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either  belligerent,  this  vessel,  having  an  origin  as  above,  is  not  entitled 
to  tlie  privileges  accorded  to  the  belligerents  by  said  proclamation. 

3.  That  being  a  British  built  merchant  ship,  she  cannot  be  converted 
into  a  war  vessel  upon  the  liigh  seas  of  the  s;)-style.lO  )nfedttrate  States, 
but  only  by  proceeding  to  and  sailing  in  siicU  character  from  one  of  the 
ports  of  the  sostyled  confederacy. 

4.  That  it  is  an  established  law  that  vessels  are  to  be  considered  as 
under  the  flag  of  the  nation  where  built  until  legally  transferred  to 
another  flag. 

5.  That  said  vessel  sailed  as  an  English  merchant  ship  from  an  Eng- 
lish port,  and  cannot,  until  legally  transferred,  be  considered  a  man-of- 
war. 

6.  That,  not  being  legally  a  man-of-war,  she  is  but  a  lawless  pirate, 
dishonoring  the  flag  tinder  which  her  status  is  to  be  established  and 
under  which  she  decoys  her  victims. 

7.  That  her  armament  came  also  from  Great  Britain,  in  English  ves- 
sels, (the  Laurel  and  Sea  King,  now  Shenandoah,)  both  of  which  cleared 
under  British  seal,  or,  if  without  it,  in  violation  of  established  law. 

8.  That,  as  such,  she  has  committed  great  depredations  upon  ships 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  making  her  liable  to  seizure 
and  detention  and  the  crew  guilty  of  piracy. 

I  cannot  close  this  without  further  protesting,  in  behalf  of  my  Gov- 
ernment, against  the  aid  and  comfort  and  refuge  now  being  extended  to 
the  so-styled  confederate  cruiser  Shenandoah  in  this  port. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

'WM.  BLANCH  A  RD, 

United  States  Consul. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Darling,  K.  C.  B.,  &c.. 

Governor  of  Victoria. 


[Inclosure  No.  8.] 

Mr.  Blanchard  to  Mr.  Leavenworth. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Melbourne,  January  28,  1865. 
Dear  Colleague  :  Ton  have  been  acquainted,  by  telegraph,  of  the 
appearance  of  a  ship  (screw-steamer)  assuming  the  name  Shenandoah, 
and  claiming  the  rights  of  belligerency  from  Victorian  authorities. 

I  have  forwarded  to  the  governor.  Sir  Charles  Darling,  two  dispatches 
respecting  it,  and  I  beg  to  inclose  copies  of  documents  that  have  been 
exchanged  between  the  authorities  here  and  the  consulate,  viz: 

1.  Dispatch  of  commissioner  of  trade  and  customs  respecting  prison- 
ers to  be  provided  for. 

2.  Reply  to  the  above  and  protest  against  granting  any  rights  of  bel- 
ligerency. 

3.  Dispatch  argumentative  aiming  to  prove  that  belligerent  rights 
cannot  be  accorded. 

4.  Acknowledgment  of  receipt  of  above  dispatches  2  and  3,  showing 
that  protests  are  under  consideration. 

Her  Majesty's  goveniment  being  represented  in  Sydney  by  a  governor 
who  is  at  the  same  time  governor  general  of  all  Australian  colonies 
and  commander  of  all  Australian  waters,  thus  overruling  all  other  gov- 
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ernors  of  Her  Majesty's  government  in  these  dominions,  I  respectfully 
suggest  to  you  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  lodging  a  solemn  protest 
in  support  of  my  protests  here,  showing  such  reasons  as  you  deem 
expedient  to  induce  his  excellency  to  issue  orders  in  all  colonies  to  seize 
said  vessel  as  a  pirate,  and  in  no  way  to  grant  her  belligerent  rights. 

In  stating  that  your  governor  is  governor  general,  I  have  no  author- 
ity just  now  at  hand  (being  in  haste  and  mail  closing)  to  see  that  I  am 
^?eally  correct,  and  it  is  therefore  for  you  to  decide  whether  my  inten- 
tions can  be  carried  out. 

You  are  thus  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  relating  to  this  piratical 
craft  a,nd  to  the  grouuds  I  have  taken  against  her,  and  I  rely  upon  your 
hearty  and  vigorous  cooperation. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir  and  colleague,  yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  BLANCHAED, 
United- States  Consul,  Melbourne. 
E.  Leavenworth,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Sydney. 


[Inclosure  No.  9.] 

Mr.  Tyler  to  Mr.  Blanchard. 

Private  Secretary's  Office, 

Melbourne,  January  30,  1865. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  and  to  acquaint  you  that,  hav- 
ing fully  considered  the  representations  contained  in  that  communica- 
tion and  in  your  previous  letters  of  the  26th  and  27th  instant,  and  advised 
with  the  Crown  law  officers  thereon,  his  excellency  has  come  to  the  deci- 
sion that,  whatever  may  be  the  previous  history  of  the  Shenandoah,  the 
government  of  this  colony  is  bound  to  treat  her  as  a  ship  of  war  belonging 
to  a  belligerent  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

C.  J.  TYLER, 

For  Private  Secretary. 
William  Blanchard, 

United  States  Consul. 


[Inclosure  No.  10.] 

Mr.  Blanchard  to  Governor  Sir  C.  Darling. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Melbourne,  January  30,  1865. 
Sir  :  T  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  dispatch,  signed 
"  0.  J.  Tyler,  for  the  private  secretary,"  dated  "  Private  Secretary's 
Office,  January  30,  1865,"  informing  me  that  after  full  consideration  of 
my  several  dispatches,  dated,  respectively,  the  26th,  27th,  and  28th  in- 
stant, and  after  advice  of  the  Crown  law  officers,  your  excellency  has 
come  to  the  decision  that,  whatever  may  be  the  previous  history  of  the 
Shenandoah,  the  government  of  this  colony  is  bound  to  treat  her  as  a 
ship  of  war  belonging  to  a  belligerent  power. 
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As  consul  of  and  on  behalf  and  by  authority  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  I  hereby  solemnly  protest  against  the  decision  of  the  g-overn- 
meut  of  Victoria,  as  communicated  to  me  in  the  above-mentioned  dis- 
patch. And  I  further  protest,  as  consul  aforesaid,  against  the  govern- 
ment of  Victoria  allowing  the  said  piratical  craft  Shenandoah,  alias  Sea 
King,  to  depart  from  this  port,  thus  enabling  her  to  renew  her  depreda- 
tions upon  shipping  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  And  I  hereby  notify  your  excellency  that  the  United  States 
Government  will  claim  indemnity  for  the  damages  already  done  to  its 
shipping  by  said  vessel,  and  also  which  may  hereafter  be  committed  by 
said  vessel  Shenandoah,  alias  Sea  King,  upon  the  shipping  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  if  allowed  to  depart  from  this  port;  that  the  said 
vessel  is  nothing  more  than  a  pirate,  which  the  nation  whose  vessels  she 
robs  and  destroys  has  a  right  to  pursue,  capture,  or  destroy  in  any  port 
or  harbor  in  the  world. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servan't, 

WM.  blanch  A.ED, 
Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Darling,  K.  C.  B.,  &c., 

Governor  of  Victoria. 


[Inclosure  No.  11.] 
Testimony  of  Lillias  L.  Nichols. 

I,  the  undersigned,  Lillias  L.  Nichols,  wife  of  William  Green  Nichols, 
late  master  of  the  bark  Delphine,  on  board  of  which  I  was  a  passenger, 
do  solemnly  declare: 

I  was  taken  prisoner,  together  with  my  husband,  and  conveyed  on 
board  the  Shenandoah,  and  have  been  kept  on  board  until  the  vessel 
reached  Hobson's  Bay,  where  I  was  at  liberty  to  leave.  While  on  board 
I  noticed  that  the  plate  in  use  was  engraven  "  Sea  King,"  and  I  have 
frequently  been  tohl  by  the  captain  and  others  on  board  that  tlie  vessel 
was  formerly  the  Sea  King,  which  sailed  from  London  in  October,  hav- 
ing on  board  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Shenandoah.  I  was  also  told  by 
Mr.  Bullock,  the  sailing-master,  that  the  Laurel  conveyed  Captain  Wad- 
dell  and  the  other  officers  from  England  to  the  rendezvous  with  the  Sea 
King,  off  Madeira.  I  was  also  told  by  the  captain  that  the  armament 
which  is  now  on  board  the  Shenandoah  was  brought  out  from  England 
in  the  hold  of  the  Laurel,  packed  in  boxes. 

LILLIAS  L.  NICHOLS. 

Subscribed  before  me  on  this  1st  day  of  February,  1865. 

WM.  BLANCHAED, 

United  States  Consul. 

[The  above  affldavit  was  withdrawn  and  inclosure  No.  25  submitted. 
See  Mr.  Blauchard's  letter  to  Mr.  Seward  transmitting  these  affidavits, 
ante.] 
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[Inolosure  No.  12.] 

Testimony  of  William  Bruce. 

I,  William  Bruce,  at  present  of  the  city  of  Melbourne,  in  the  colony  of 
Victoria,  make  oath  and  say : 

1.  That  1  am  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  reside  at  No.  310  Broadway,  Williainsbnrgh,  'N'e w  ?"ork  State.  ( )n  or 
about  the  3d  day  of  October,  18  4, 1  shipped  on  board  the  bark  Helena, 
Ca])tain  Staples,  then  lyinf>'  in  Newport  dock,  in  the  county  of  Monmouth, 
in  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  G-reat  Britain  and  Ireland  called 
Wales,  as  cook  and  steward. 

2.  That  on  or  about  the  4th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  the 
said  bark  sailed  from  Newport  aforesaid  to  Buenos  Ayres,  in  the  repub- 
lic of  Buenos  Ayres,  South  America,  laden  with  a  cargo  of  railway  iron 
and  other  sundries,  under  the  command  of  the  said  Captain  Staples. 

3.  That  the  said  bark  Helena  was  an  American  ship,  belonging  to 
Searsport,  Maine,  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

4.  That  no  incidents  of  importance  occurred  in  the  said  voyage  until 
on  or  about  the  29th  of  October,  1864,  when  the  said  bark  was  within 
three  days'  sail  of  Madeira,  a  sail  was  descried  astern  by  me,  and  I 
reported  the  fact  to  Captain  Staples,  and  about  two  hours  afterwards 
1  was  enabled  with  my  naked  eye  to  see  that  she  was  a  steamer  flying 
English  colors. 

6.  That  on  the  following  day  the  same  steamer,  at  about  half-past  1 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  under  steam  and  flying  the  English  flag,  came 
on  our  lee  quarter,  and  on  the  said  bark  displaying  the  colors  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  the  said  steamer  fired  a  blank  shot  toward 
the  said  bark  and  hoisted  the  flag  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of 
America. 

6.  That  the  said  bark  was  thereupon  hove  to,  and  a  boat  left  the  said 
steamer  with  eight  persons  therein,  including  three  persons  who  repre- 
sented themselves  as  oftieers  of  the  said  steamer,  who  came  on  board  the 
said  bark  and  ordered  the  said  Captain  Staples  and  the  chief  ofticer, 
Mr.  Peterson,  in  my  hearing,  to  take  the  papers  of  the  said  bark  .with 
them  and  go  on  board  the  said  steamer,  and  to  look  sharp,  because 
another  sail  was  in  sight,  and  that  they,  the  said  captain  and  chief  ofQcer, 
were  prisoners  of  war,  and  that  the  said  bark  was  a  prize  to  the  confed- 
erate ship  Shenandoah.  And  thereupon  the  said  Captain  Staples  and 
Chief  Oificer  Peterson  left  the  said  bark  in  the  said  boat,  in  charge  of 
one  Hunt,  the  master's  mate  on  board  the  said  steamer  called  the  Shen- 
andoah, and  proceeded  on  boatrd  the  said  steamer,  two  others,  namely, 
Bullock,  sailing-master,  and Mason,  passed  midshipman,  rep- 
resenting themselves  as  of  the  aforesaid  ranks  on  board  the  said  steamer 
called  the  Shenandoah,  remaining  on  board  the  said  bark,  and  ordered 
the  crew  of  the  said  bark  to  lower  away  the  sails,  which  they  did  ;  and 
after  the  expiration  of  about  half  an  hour  the  said  Captain  Staples  and 
chief  officer  left  the  said  steamer  in  the  said  boat,  under  the  charge  of 
the  said  Hunt,  accompanied  by  another  boat  with  about  eight  persons, 
(among  whom  was  the  carpenter  of  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah,  who 
told  me  his  name  was  O'Shea,  and  that  he  was  a  citizen  of  New  York, 
United  States  of  America,)  and  came  on  board  the  said  bark,  and  the 
said  Bullock  gave  orders  to  the  crew  of  the  bark  to  pack  up  their 
clothes  and  go  on  board  of  the  Shenandoah,  meaning  the  said  steamer, 
and  told  me  to  take  all  my  cooking  gear  on  board  the  said  steamer. 

7.  That,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  order,  the  said  crew  and  myself  went 


THE    SEA    KING    OE    SHENANDOAH.  605 

on  board  the  said  steamer  in  one  of  her  b  lats,  (the  said  Captain  Staples 
and  Chief  OflQcer  Peterson  having  been  previously  sent  on  board,)  and 
in  getting  on  board  the  said  steamer  was  ordered  to  give  up  our  clothes, 
which  we  did. 

8.  That  after  going  on  board  the  said  steamer,  T  and  Louis  Monrose 
and  Peter  Monrose,  two  of  the  crew  of  the  said  b  irk,  were  ordered  by 
the  said  Bullock  again  to  go  on  board  the  said  bark  and  break  open  the 
stores  of  the  said  bark,  which  we  did  ;  and  the  said  stores,  and  also 
some  slop  clothes  and  the  said  bark's  instruments,  were  put  on  board 
the  said  steamer ;  and  the  said  O'Shea,  the  carpenter  of  the  said  steamer, 
ordered  the  said  Louis  and  Peter  Monrose  to  assist  him  in  scuttling  the 
said  bark,  and  I  saw  the  said  parties  go  down  the  hold,  taking  augers 
■with  them,  and  make  holes  in  the  said  bark  with  said  augers,  and  after 
they  had  done  so,  I  and  the  said  Louis  Monrose  and  Peter  Monrose  were 
ordered  to  leave  the  said  bark  and  go  on  board  the  said  steamer ;  and 
when  I  got  to  the  gangway  of  the  said  steamer  I  was  asked  by  the  pay- 
master of  the  said  steamer,  one  Smith,  in  the  presence  of  the  said  Captain 
Staples,  if  I  would  join  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah  as  ship's  cook,  and 
he  told  me  that  one  of  my  shipmates  had  already  joined,  and  that  it 
would  be  better  for  me  to  join,  and  I  thereupon  told  him  that  I  would 
not  join,  as  I  wished  to  go  to  Moulmein  to  see  my  mother,  to  which  he 
replied,  "  Pity  you  were  not  in  your  mother's  arms  ;"  and  about  half  an 
hour  after  I  had  been  on  board  the  said  steamer  I  saw  the  said  bark 
sink,  and  on  that  night  I  was  put  in  irons,  and  on  the  following  day, 
namely,  on  or  about  the  31st  day  of  October,  1864,  the  captain  of  the 
said  steamer  Shenandoah,  one  Waddell,  said  to  me,  "  You  might  as  well 
make  up  your  mind  to  join,"  to  which  I  replied  that  I  had  no  idea  of 
joining;  and  the  said  Waddell  thereupon  said  to  me  that,  if  I  would  join, 
he  would  put  me,  in  ten  months'  time,  wherever  I  wanted,  and  I  again 
refused  to  join,  when  the  said  Waddell  said,  "  You  will  be  sorry  for  it." 

9.  That  on  or  about  the  1st  day  of  November,  1864,  one  Whittle,  the 
first  lieutenant  of  the  said  steamer,  said  to  me,  "  Have  you  made  up 
your  mind  to  joinf  To  which  1  replied  that  I  had  not,  and  he  there- 
upon said,  "  You  will  be  sorry  for  it,  and  you  will  be  put  in  irons  at  night 
and  made  work  all.day ;"  and  in  consequence  of  my  again  refusing  to  join 
I  was  sent  to  work  in  the  galley  with  the  ward-room  cook  of  the  said 
steamer,  and  at  night  was  put  in  irons. 

10.  That  on  or  about  the  3d  day  of  November,  1864,  I  was  ordered  to 
continue  assisting  the  ward-room  cook,  and  continued  assisting  him  until 
on  or  about  the  said  10th  day  of  November,  1864,  each  night  being 
put  in  irons;  and  on  or  about  the  said  10th  November  I  was  called 
by  the  said  Whittle  aft,  and  he  then  said  to  me,  "  Steward,  you 
might  as  well  join ;  it  will  be  better  for  you."  And  I  thereupon,  in  con- 
sequence of  being  ironed  every  night,  made  work  during  the  day, 
and  pushed  about  and  abused  by  the  crew  and  officers,  consented  to  join, 
and  subscribed  a  document  agreeing  to  serve  as  ward-room  steward ;  and 
I  acted  as  ward-room  steward  on  board  the  said  steamer  thereafter  until 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1865,  when,  in  consequence  of  being  sick,  I  was 
let  off  duty,  and  remained  off  duty  until  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah 
arrived  in  Hobson's  Bay,  on  the  25th  day  of  January,  and  on  the  28th 
January,  1865,  1  left  the  said  steamer  and  placed  myself  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  consul  of  the  United  States  ( )f  America  at  Melbourne. 

11.  That  during  the  time  I  was  on  board  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah 
I  was  told  by  the  ward-room  cook,  one  Marlon,  a  native  of  the  Isle  of 
Man,  that  he  shipped  on  board  the  Laurel  steamer  from  the  Sailors' 
Home,  Liverpool,  to  go  to  Nassau,  and  that  when  he  came  to  a  bay  at 
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the  back  of  Madeira,  where  the  Laurel  went  to  look  for  the  steamer  Sea 
King,  and  after  three  days  looking  for  her  the  Sea  King  arrived  and  made 
signals  to  the  Laurel,  and  the  two  steamers  came  together,  and,  with  the 
help  of  some  fishermen,  the  ammunition  was  put  on  board  the  Sea  King 
fi-om  the  Laurel,  and  that  the  Sea  King  then  went  to  the  back  of  Desertas 
Island,  and  the  Laurel  went  to  the  front  of  the  island  and  was  chased  by  a 
vessel  of  war  of  the  United  States  of  Anaerica,  and  the  Sea  King  sailed 
away  in  another  direction,  and  that  her  name  was  then  changed  to 
Shenandoah.  That  I  heard  the  iireman  of  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah, 
one  Jackson,  a  native  of  Liverpool,  say  that  he  came  out  in  the  Laurel 

together  with  Simpson,  a  native  of  Ireland;  William  ,  a  native 

of  Birkenhead ;  Jim,  the  ward-room  boy,  a  native  of  Liverpool ;  boy 
Jones;  steerage  steward,  a  native  of  London;  "Souwester,"  fireman,  a 
native  of  London;  also  another  man,  a  native  of  London,  called  "  Cock- 
ney," to  join  the  steamer  Shenandoah ;  and  all  the  said  parties,  at 
different  times,  told  me  that  they  left  Liverpool  to  join  the  ship  Sea 
King. 

13.  That  one  Guy,  the  gunner  of  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah,  and  a 
native  of  Plymouth,  or  somewhere  in  the  west  of  England,  told  the  mate 
of  the  schooner  Lizzie  M.  Stacey,  taken  as  a  prize,  in  my  presence,  that 
he  shipped  at  London,  in  the  steamer  Laurel,  to  come  out  and  join  the 
steamer  Sea  King. 

13.  That  among  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Shenandoah  are  the  fol- 
lowing persons,  viz :  O'Brien,  head  engineer ;  ,  third  engineer  ; 

Jem  ,  the  fourth  engineer;    ISimson,   sailmaker;    Jem  , 

boatswain's  mate;  Crawford,  gunner's  mate;  Bullock,  sailing  master, 
whom  I  have  heard,  at  different  times,  remark  "  that  we  did  not  do  so 
(referring,  at  different  times,  to  the  working  of  the  guns)  on  board  the 
Alabama." 

14.  That  the  said  Simson  told  me  he  was  on  board  the  Alabama  at  the 
time  of  her  engagement  with  the  Kearsarge,  United  States  ship  of  war, 
and  that  he  was  a  paroled  prisoner. 

15.  That  at  the  time  I  first  was  taken  on  board  the  Shenandoah  I  saw 
the  bell  of  said  steamer  marked  or  cut  with  the  words  Sea  King,  and 
also  the  stanchions  had  the  words  Sea  King  cut  on  them,  and  the  words 
were  subsequently  filed  out  of  the  bell  and  scraped  off  the  stanchions, 
and  the  table  services  and  cloths  of  the  said  steamer  were  marked  with 
the  words  Sea  King  up  to  the  time  I  left  her  in  Hobson's  Bay,  as 
aforesaid. 

16.  That  after  I  was  taken  on  board  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah, 
the  following  vessels  were  captured,  namely :  the  Charter  Oak,  on  or 
about  the  5th  day  of  November,  1864  ;  the  schooner  Lizzie  M.  Stacey, 
bark  de  Godfrey,  brig  Susan,  ship  Kate  Prince,  bark  Edward,  and  bark 
Delphine,  and  all  the  said  vessels,  with  the  exception  of  the  Kate  Prince, 
were  either  burnt  or  sunk. 

17.  That  a  number  of  persons  taken  as  prisoners,  amounting,  in  all, 
to  twenty-five,  were,  on  or  about  the  13th  day  of  December,  1864,  landed 
by  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah  at  Tristan  d'Acuuha,  an  island  in  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  and  there  left  by  the  said  steamer. 

WILLIAM  BEUGE. 

Sworn  at  the  city  of  Melbourne,  in  the  colony  of  Victoria,  this  7th 
day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-five,  before  me. 

WM.  BLANCHARD, 
United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 
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[Inclosure  No.  13.] 

Testimony  of  John  M.  Colby. 

I,  John  H.  Colby,  of  Liberty,  Maine,  United  States  of  America,  do 
solemnly  declare  and  say,  that  I  shipped  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  on 
board  the  schooner  Lizzie  M.  Stacey,  bound  for  Honolulu,  and  sailed  in 
said  vessel  on  the  4th  day  of  October,  1864.  That  on  or  about  the  13th 
day  of  November,  1864,  the  said  schooner  was  hove  to  by  a  blank  shot 
from  a  steamship  under  both  steam  and  sails :  that  I  with  the  rest  of 
the  crew  was  ordered  to  pack  up  my  things  immediately  and  go  on  board 
said  steam-vessel  by  order  of  a  person  in  uniform,  who  I  afterwards 
found  was  acting  as  second  lieutenant  of  said  steam-vessel ;  said  lieu- 
tenant said  that  I  was  a  prisoner  of  the  Confederate  States ;  that  I  with 
the  rest  of  the  crew  of  said  schooner  was  then  put  on  board  of  said 
steam- vessel ;  that  I  asked  said  officer,  before  leaving  the  schooner, 
what  was  the  name  of  said  war  vessel ;  that  said  officer  replied,  "name 
unknown  ;  "  that  upon  being  taken  on  board  of  said  steamer,  I  was  put 
in  irons  for  the  night,  and  the  next  morning  released,  and  they  tried  to 
force  me  to  work,  but  1  resisted.  The  lirst  lieutenant  then  ordered  me 
to  be  triced  np  by  the  thumbs,  and  by  these  and  other  coercive  measures 
I  was  in  time  compelled  to  join  the  vesselin  order  to  relieve  myself  from 
tortures  and  punishments.  That  I  saw  the  name  Sea  King  upon  the 
bell,  the  wheel,  the  buckets,  &c. ;  the  name  upon  the  wheel  was  after- 
wards ground  out,  I  turning  the  grindstone  for  that  purpose ;  that  the 
bell  was  taken  by  a  person  acting  as  carpenter's  mate  to  the  engine-room, 
and  the  name  was  there  filed  out.  That  if  the  bell  and  wheel  were  now 
examined,  it  would  be  clearly  evident  that  a  name  on  each  had  thus 
been  erased.  That  I  served  on  board  said  vessel  until  her  arrival  in 
Hobson's  Bay,  on  the  25th  January,  1865  ;  that  I  came  ashore  on  liberty 
on  Monday,  the  30th  January,  1865.  That  while  on  board  I  learned  the 
said  vessel  was  called  the  Shenandoah. 

JOHN  H.  COLBY. 

Subscribed  in  duplicate  before  me,  this  2d  day  of  February,  1865. 

WILLIAM  BLANCHAED, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 


[Inclosure  No.  14.] 

Mr.  Duffett  to  the  Attorney  General. 

83  Collins  Street  West,  Melbourne, 

February  3, 1865. 

Sir  :  On  Monday,  the  2d  instant,  I  attended  at  your  chambers  with 
Mr.  Blanchard,  the  American  consul,  and  left  certain  depositions  (which 
he  had  caused  to  be  taken)  with  your  secretary,  Mr.  Chomley,  for  your 
perusal,  with  the  view  to  establish  that  the  Shenandoah  is  in  fact  the 
Sea  King,  &c. 

Mr.  Blanchard  considered  it  to  be  his  duty  to  place  the  depositions 
above  referred  to  in  your  hands,  so  as  to  enable  the  government  to  take 
such  steps  in  the  matter  as  they  may  think  necessary. 

Mr.  Blanchard  has  instructed  me  to  state  that  he  will,  on  hearing 
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from  yon,  be  happy  to  attend  you  with  the  further  evidence  he  has 
obtained  in  tliis  matter. 

I  have  the>honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  G.  DUFFETT. 
The  Hon.  Attorney  General. 


[Inolosure  No.  15.] 

Mr.  Chomley  to  Mr.  Buffett. 

No.  503. 1  Grown  Law  Ottices, 

Melbourne,  February  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  attorney  general  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  and  to  inform  you  that  he  has  received 
and  read  the  depositions  in  reference  to  the  Shenandoah,  and  if  Mr. 
Blanchard  desires  to  see  him,  he  will  be  glad  to  receive  him  on  Monday 
next  at  12  o'clock  noon,  at  these  offices. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  CHOMLEY,  Secretary. 
Joseph  G.  Duppett, 

83  Collins  Street  West,  Melbourne. 


[  In  closure  No.  16.] 
Mr.  Buffett  to  Mr.  Blanchard. 

83  Collins  Street  West, 

February  4,  1865. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  attorney  general  has  written  me,  stating  that  he  will 
be  happy  to  see  you  on  Monday  next,  at  12  o'clock,  at  the  Crown  law 
offices. 

Tours  faithfullv, 

JOSEPH  G.  DUFFETT. 
William  Blanchard,  Esq. 


[  Inclosure  No.  17.] 
Testimony  of  George  Silvester. 

I,  George  Silvester,  at  present  of  the  city  of  Melbourne,  in  the  colony 
of  Victoria,  able  seaman,  make  oath  and  say : 

1.  That  I  am  a  native  of  London,  England. 

2.  That  on  the  5th  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-four,  I  signed  articles  as  a  seaman  to  proceed  to  Nassau  or  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  in  the  steamer  Laurel,  and  on  the  following  day  I  went 
on  board  the  said  steamer  Laurel,  then  lying  in  the  dock  at  Liverpool, 
and  on  the  same  day  the  said  steamer  Laurel  went  into  the  river  Mer- 
sey, and  while  there  I  saw  several  cases  on  board  as  cargo  which  I  sub- 
sequently saw  opened. 

2.  That  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  1864,  at  about  3  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, (the  said  steamer  Laurel  then  being  in  tbe  Mersey,)  I  assisted  in 
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I 
taking  on  board  fifty-seven  barrels  of  gunpowder,  which  was  stowed  in  the 
said  steamer  Laurel,  and  after  the  said  gunpowder  was  put  on  board,  a 
steam-tug  came  alongside  bringing  with  her  all  the  officers  and  some 
of  the  crew  that  were  on  board  of  the  steamship  Shenandoah  at  the  time 
of  her  arrival  in  Hobson's  Bay,  (except  the  first  lieutenant,)  who  then 
came  on  board  the  said  steamer  Laurel  as  passengers ;  and  the  same 
night  two  steam-tugs  came  alongside  the  said  steamer  Laurel,  and  from 
them  were  put  on  board  her  a  number  of  large  cases,  which  I  saw  sub- 
sequently opened,  and  also  shot  and  shell. 

4.  That  I  assisted  in  stowing  the  gunpowder  put  on  board  as  aforesaid, 
and  then  saw  several  cases  on  board  the  said  steamer  Laurel,  which  I 
believe  were  put  on  board  in  dock,  and  which  I  subsequently  saw  opened 
on  the  Sea  King  steamer  off  Madeira  and  cannon  taken  out  of  them. 

5.  That  on  the  9th  day  of  October,  ■  1864,  the  said  steamer  Laurel 
sailed  from  the  Mersey,  and  on  the  14th  of  the  said  month  arrived  at 
Madeira,  where  she  took  in  coal  and  remained  there  for  three  days,  when 
on  or  about  the  18th  of  the  said  month  a  steamer  came  in  and  signal- 
ized the  Laurel. 

6.  That  the  said  steamer  Laurel  hove  her  anchor  and  followed  the 
said  steamer,  at  the  same  time  signalizing  to  stand  in.  for,  as  I  recoUect, 
Funchal,  which  the  said  steamer  did,  and  at  about  3  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon the  said  steamer  and  the  Laurel  steamer  were  alongside  each 
other,  and  I  then  saw  that  the  said  steamer  was  a  steamer  called  the 
Sea  King. 

7.  That  at  this  time  both  vessels  were  flying  the  English  flag,  and  the 
Sea  King  anchored  and  the  Laurel  fastened  to  her,  and  both  hauled 
down  their  flags,  and  Waddell  and  all  the  officers  brought  out  on  the 
Laurel  steamer  went  on  board  the  said  steamer  Sea  King  and  took 
charge  of  her,  and  the  Laurel's  cargo  was  then  transferred  to  the  said 
Sea  King  steamer,  the  last  of  which  was  put  on  board  on  the  morning 
of  the  19th  day  of  October,  1864,  the  crew  having  worked  all  night, 
when  the  confederate  flag  was  hoisted  on  board  the  said  Sea  King 
steamer,  and  the  said  Waddell  (who  now  commands  the  Shenandoah) 
then  asked  the  original  crew  of  the  said  Sea  King  to  enlist  for  a  cruise 
on  board  the  Sea  King,  (the  captain  who  brought  out  the  said  steamer 
Sea  King  having,  as  soon  as  the  Laurel's  cargo  was  transferred,  gone  on 
board  the  Laurel,)  which  they  refused  to  do  with  the  exception  of  four, 
namely,  Martin,  storekeeper,  Hutchinson,  engineer,  W.  Clark,  coal- 
passer,  Jones,  engineers'  steward,  who  enlisted  with  the  said  Waddell,  ■ 
and  went  on  board  the  said  steamer  Sea  King ;  and  the  said  Waddell 
also  enlisted  several  from  among  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Laurel,  and  to 
such  as  joined  paid  them  fifteen  pounds  sterling  as  bounty,  and  agreed 
to  give  them  (the  sailors)  six  pounds  sterling  per  month  for  wages  inde- 
pendent of  prize  money. 

8.  That  the  said  Waddell  said  in  my  hearing  "  that  he  was  going  to 
wage  war  with  the  Federals,"  and  subsequently  proceeded  to  sea,  the  crew 
of  the  Sea  King  who  did  not  join  being  put  on  board  the  Laurel. 

9.  That  I  saw  the  words  Sea  King  on  the  buckets  of  the  said  steamer 
Sea  King,  on  the  life  buoys,  on  two  bells,  on  boats,  on  the  wheel  and 
stanchions,  and  on  the  harness  casks,  when  I  joined  her  as  aforesaid, 
and  I  heard  that  the  said  steamer  Sea  King  was  to  be  called  the  Shen- 
andoah, and  at  different  times  on  the  cruise  the  said  words  Sea  King 
were  painted  over  on  the  boats,  and  were  erased  at  different  times  from 
the  said  other  parts. 

10.  That  the  steamship  Shenandoah,  now  in  Hobsbn's  Bay,  Victoria, 
is  the  steamer  Sea  King  I  joined  as  aforesaid. 

39  A  C— VI 
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11.  That  the  bolts  now  used  for  fastening  the  guns  of  the  Shenandoah 
were  brought  out  by,  and  transferred  from,  the  Laurel  steamer  to  the 
Sea  King. 

12.  That  the  said  cases  put  on  board  the  Laurel  steamer,  and  by  her 
transferred  to  the  Sea  King  steamer  off  Madeira,  as  aforesaid,  were  after- 
ward opened  on  board  the  Sea  King  steamer,  at  this  time  called  the 
Shenandoah,  and  cannon  taken  out  therefrom ;  also  carriages  upon  which 
they  were  mounted  and  put  on  deck  of  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah^ 
and  are  now  there,  and  from  others  of  the  said  cases  shot  and  shell  were 
taken  and  stored  on  board  of  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah. 

13.  That  the  said  gunpowder  brought  out  by  the  Laurel  steamer  was 
put  on  board  the  Sea  King  steamer,  afterward  called  the  Shenandoah 
as  aforesaid. 

14.  That  on  the  said  cruise  we  fell  in,  ou  the  29th  day  of  October, 
1864,  with  the  bark  Alina,  (with  railway  iron,)  which  was  scuttled,  and 
afterward  with  the  schooner  Charter  Oak,  which  was  biTrn.t ;  the  bark 
De  Godfrey,  which  was  also  burnt;  the  brig  Susan,  which  was  scuttled ; 
the  ship  Kate  Prince,  which  was  bonded ;  the  bark  Adelaide,  which  was 
bonded ;  the  schooner  Lizzie  M.  Lacy,  which  was  burnt ;  the  whaling 
vessel  Edward,  which  was  burnt ;  and  the  bark  Delphine,  which  was 
burnt, 

15.  That  at  the  tinie  the  Sea  King  was  left  by  the  Laurel  her  whole 
crew,  including  officers,  numbered  twenty-three. 

16.  That  the  several  seamen  who  joined  the  Shenandoah  from  prizes 
did  so  in  order  to  avoid  punishment. 

17.  That  I  am  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

18.  That  when  I  first  went  on  board  the  Sea  King  steamer  from  the 
Laurel  there  were  two  guns  then  on  board  of  her,  mounted,  which,  were 
guns  throwing  about  a  sixteen-pound  shot,  and  with  these  guns  all  the 
captures  made  by  the  Shenandoah  were  made. 

19.  That  the  said  two  guns  were  not  brought  out  in  the  Laurel. 

GEORGE  SILVESTER. 

Sworn  at  the  city  of  Melbourne,  in  the  colony  of  Victoria,  this  6th 
day  of  February,  1865,  before  me. 

WILLIAM  BLANCHARD, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 


[luelosure  No.  18.] 
Testimony  of  Edward  S.  Jones. 

I,  Edward  S.  Jones,  at  present  of  the  city  of  Melbourne,  iu  the  colony 
of  Victoria,  officer,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  I  am  a  native 
of  Gloucester,  Essex  County,  Massachusetts,  United  States ;  that  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1864,  I  engaged  as  chief  officer  of  the  United  States 
bark  Delphine,  of  Bangor,  Maine,  then  lying  in  the  Victoria  dock,  Lon- 
don ;  that  on  the  12th  October,  1864,  said  bark  sailed  for  Akyab,  with 
machinery  on  board,  and  that  up  to  the  29th  December,  1864,  nothing 
unusual  occurred;  that  on  the  29th  December  a  sail  was  described^ 
about  10  a.  m.,  ahead,  and  that,  coming  up  with  her  by  about  3 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  I  saw  above  alluded-to  vessel 
flying  the  English  flag,  when  the  bark  Delphine  continued  her  usual 
course,  showing  the  United  States  flag.    The  vessel  in  question  then 
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hauled  down  her  flag  and  hauled  to  wind,  as  we  supposed  to  speak  us. 
She  had  no  suspicious  pennant  about  her,  but  I  was  then  able  to  see 
that  she  was  a  steamer.  Said  vessel  subsequently  hoisted  the  confed- 
erate flag  and  fired  a  blank  shot,  whereupon  the  Belphine  hove  to.  A 
boat  from  said  vessel,  Avith  five  men  and  two  officers,  named  Bullock 
and  Minor,  all  well  armed,  boarded  the  bark  Delphine.  Bullock  spoke 
to  Captain  Mchols.  The  captain  took  ship's  papers,  and  at  the  request 
of  said  Bullock  Captain  Nichols  went  on  board  said  vessel,  where  I  was 
requested  by  said  Bullock  to  accompany  him.  The  boat  of  said  vessel 
transferred  us  from  Delphine  on  board  the  said  vessel,  which  we  were 
told  was  the  Shenandoah.  Captain  Nichols  was  ordered  in  the  cabin, 
whereas  I  stopped  on  deck.  Soon  afterwards  Captain  Nichols  came 
from  cabin  and  told  me  the  captain  of  Shenandoah  had  condemned  his 
vessel,  (Delphine,)  and  that  the  said  captain  ordered  him  to  proceed  on 
board  her  in  order  to  bring  oif  his  (Captain  Mchol's)  wife  and  child,  as 
■well  as  clothing.  The  first  lieutenant  of  the  said  Shenandoah,  Mr. 
Whittle,  told  me  he  had  orders  from  his  captain  not  to  allow  me  to  pro- 
ceed again  on  board  bark  Delphine.  Captain  Nichols  soon  afterwards 
arrived  on  board  the  Shenandoah  accomx^anied  by  his  wife  and  child, 
and  they  brought  also  their  clothes.  Upon  Captain  Nichols's  return  to 
the  Shenandoah  I  was  allowed  to  go  to  the  bark  Delphine,  and  imme- 
diately on  my  reaching  her  Bullock  asked  me  to  assist  in  setting  fire  to 
her,  which  I  positively  refused.  The  crew  of  said  Shenandoah  removed 
several  boat-loads  of  stores,  in  which  the  crew  of  the  Delphine  were  made 
to  assist.  At  about  10  o'clock  in  the  evening  I  left  the  Delphine  and 
saw  her  set  on  fire  by  Bullock  and  a  man  Simpson.  I  did  not  see  her 
sink.  The  paymaster  of  the  Shenandoah  told  me  I  was  a  prisoner  of 
war,  and  made  me  sign  a  parole.  That  while  on  board  of  the  Shenan- 
doah I  noticed  three  boats,  all  buckets,  all  life-buoys,  and  many  knives 
and  forks,  bore  the  mark  "  Sea  King;"  and  I  was  told  by  Mr.  Bullock, 
sailing-master,  Colton,  master's  mate,  Hutchinson,  thir^  engineer,  Mi- 
nor, master's  mate,  and  the  carpenter,  O'Shea,  that  the  Sea  King  was 
her  name  previous  to  being  changed  into  Shenandoah.  1  have  heard 
repeatedly  all  the  officers  say,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Whittle,  that 
they  came  out  from  Liverpool  in  the  Laurel  to  join  the  ship — meaning 
the  Sea  King,  of  London.  I  heard  said  oflicers  also  say  that  the  guns 
and  ammunition  came  out  in  the  Laurel,  and  that  it  was  a  prearranged 
plan  to  meet  the  Sea  King  and  proceed  on  a  cruise.  I  also  heard  said 
oflicers  state  that  the  guns  on  the  Shenandoah,  as  well  as  the  ammuni- 
tion, -were  transshipped  from  the  Laurel  on  the  Shenandoah  off  Madeira. 
I  also  heard  them  say  that  the  Laurel  awaited  the  Sea  King  at  Madeira 
for  some  days,  and  that  on  the  Sea  King  rounding  a  certain  point  she 
was  cheered  by  the  crew  and  passengers  of  the  Laurel ;  that  the  two 
ships  signaled  to  each  other,  and  that  the  Sea  King,  without  coming  to 
anchor,  proceeded  out  again  to  sea  and  was  soon  afterward  followed 
by  the  Laurel.  I  heard  Mr.  Hunt,  master-mate,  say  that  the  Sea  King 
was  bought  in  London  for  the  confederate  government,  for  a  sum,  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection,  of  £45,000,  (say  forty-five  thousand  pounds.) 
I  heard  third  engineer  say  that  he  shipped  in  her  in  London  for  Bom- 
bay. The  carpenter  of  the  Shenandoah,  Mr.  O'Shea,  told  me  that  when 
he  went  on  board  the  Shenandoah  she  had  no  bolts  to  lash  the  guns, 
but  that  the  bolts  now  serving,  and  which  were  made  for  that  i>urpose, 
came  with  the  Laurel  from  Liverpool,  and  that  he  fixed  them.  The  rea- 
son 1  was  not  confined  was  because  the  captain  was  in  hopes  that  I 
would  join  his  ship.  The  first  day  of  my  stay  on  the  Shenandoah  the 
first  officer,  one  Whittle,  wanted  to  put  me  in  irons,  whereupon  Captain 
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Waddell  told  him  not  to  do  so,  as  I  might  probably  volunteer  to  become 
one  of  the  ship,  as  he  liked  my  broad  shoulders.  I  was  freequently 
offered  to  join  the  ship,  and  promised  seventy-five  dollars  a  month, 
payable  in  gold,  if  I  did  so.  That  two  days  before  arriving  in  Hobson's 
Bay  I  had  again  to  sign,  in  duress,  a  parole,  and,  on  reaching  Melbourne, 
placed  myself  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States  consulate. 

EDWARD  S.  JONES, 
First  Mate  late  Baric  Belphine. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  duplicate,  before  me,  this  6th  day  of 
February,  1865,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  ofiflce. 
[SEAL.J  WILLIAM  BLANCHAKD, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 


[luclosure  No.  19.] 

Testimony  of  James  Ford. 

I,  the  undersigned,  James  Ford,  of  New  York,  United  States  of 
America,  now  residing  in  Melbourne,  hereby  declare  that  during  the 
month  of  June,  1864, 1  shipped  on  board  the  United  States  brig  Susan, 
at  Philadelphia,  as  a  seaman,  and  remained  on  board  her  up  to  the 
time  of  her  capture  by  the  so-called  confederate  steamer  Shenandoah  ; 
that  said  ship  Susan  sailed  on  the  26th  September,  1864,  from  Cardiff, 
bound  for  Eio  Grande,  under  Captain  Hanson  ;  that  nothing  unusual 
occurred  on  said  ship  until  the  10th  of  November,  when  we  sighted  a  sail 
ahead  of  us  at  about  half-past  3  o'clock  a.  iri.,  making  an  eastward  course. 
At  about  half-past  5  o'clock  same  day  I  was  told  by  one  of  the  crew 
below  that  the  vessel  we  sighted  before  was  running  up  astern.  I  then 
went  on  deck  and  saw  said  ship  running  toward  us,  flying  the  English 
flag;  thereupon  the  captain  gave  orders  to  hoist  our  flag;  after  which 
the  said  vessel  fired  a  blank  shot  and  hoisted  the  confederate  flag.  Not 
laeaving  to  immediately,  a  second  blank  shot  was  fired ;  whereupon  the 
said  ship  Susan  hove  to.  A  boat  with  five  men  arrived,  with  two  ofiicers 
named  Chew  and  Brown,  boarded  us  and  took  the  captain  and  first  mate 
on  board  the  Shenandoah,  one  officer  accompanying  them,  whereas  the 
other  took  possession  and  command  of  the  said  vessel  Susan.  The  same 
boat,  accompanied  by  another,  again  came  to  the  said  ship  Susan,  with 
about  ten  men,  armed.  They  lowered  the  boat  of  the  said  ship  Susan 
and  ordered  the  crew  to  put  their  clothing,  allowing  only  one  bag  per 
man,  on  board  said  boat.  The  crew  from  the  Shenandoah  then  took 
.such  stores  from  the  Susan  as  they  thought  most  desirable,  and  made 
crew  of  the  Susan  give  assistance  in  taking  stores  off.  I  was  asked  on 
board  the  Susan  to  join  the  crew  of  Shenandoah,  which  I  declined. 
The  crew  from  the  Shenandoah  then  scuttled  ship  Susan,  as  I  heard 
them  knocking  off  planks  in  the  hold.  I,  with  others,  then  went  on 
board  Shenandoah,  and  was  again  asked  by  officers  and  crew  to  join 
the  ship,  which  I  did,  being  unwell  at  the  time.  I  then  signed  the 
articles  for  a  cruise.  The  mate  and  second  mate,  who  would  not  join, 
were  put  in  irons,  whereas  the  captain  was  left  at  liberty.  When  on 
board  the  Shenandoah  I  noticed  that  two  twelve-pounder  guns,  the  bell, 
the  wheel,  and  some  buckets  bore  the  mark  "  Sea  King,"  and  on  the 

bow  I  noticed  the  letters  INC.    That  while  sailing  T  was  told  by 

Warren,  boatswain's  mate,  to  assist  in  taking  down  the  bell,  which  I 
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did,  and  it  was  taken  in  the  engineer's  room.  Subsequently  I  noticed 
said  bell  hung  up,  but  the  name  Sea  King  erased,  and  the  marks  of  files 
or  some  instrument  of  that  description  were  visible  when  I  landed. 
The  name  Sea  King  was  also  erased  or  taken  oft'  from  the  guns  and 
wheel,  all  of  which  bear  marks  to  that  effect.  That  1  overheard  fre- 
quent conversations  to  the  effect  that  the  Laurel  and  Sea  King  met  at 
Madeira — arriving  to  a  prearranged  plan — the  former  having  ammuni- 
tion, arms,  and  officers  and  crew  on  board  for  the  latter.  I  cannot  swear 
to  the  parties  who  I  overheard  telling  above.  That  out  of  a  crew  of 
about  fifty  sailors  (officers  excluded)  no  more  than  four  to  six  born  or 
naturalized  Americans  were  on  board,  the  majority  of  the  others  being 
of  British  origin ;  that  the  above  four  to  six  born  or  naturalized  Ameri- 
cans were  captured  prisoners,  and,  in  preference  to  torture,  enlisted ;  but 
that  the  original  crew  of  sailors  is  of  entirely  foreign  descent ;  that  about 
twenty-eight  men  were  landed  on  the  island  Tristan  da  Cunha ;  that 
whilst  I  was  on  board  the  Shenandoah  she  captured  ship  Kate  Prince, 
bark  Adelaide,  schooner  Lizzie  M.  Stacey,  bark  Edward,  and  bark  Del- 
phine,  and  in  all  instances  she  proceeded  in  the  same  way,  viz  :  in  sig- 
naling to  any  ship  she  first  hoisted  the  English  flag.  Upon  being 
replied  by  the  United  States  flag,  she  invariably  lowered  it,  approached 
the  decoyed  prey,  hoisted  a  confederate  flag,  and  fired  a  gun  to  make 
the  ship  heave  to.  That  on  arriving  in  Hobson's  Bay  I  desired  to  get 
rid  of  my  impressment,  and  placed  myself  under  the  protection  of  the 
United  States  consul. 

JAMES  FOED. 
Melbourne,  February,  18G5. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  duplicate,  before  me,  this  2d  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  BLAlSrOHAED, 

Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


[Iiiclosure  No.  20.] 

Testimony  of  George  B.  Brackett. 

I,  George  E.  Brackett,  at  present  of  the  city  of  Melbourne,  in  the  colony 
of  Victoria,  able  seaman,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  I  am  a 
native  of  Eockland,  Maine,  in  the  United  States  of  America.  That  on 
the  5th  day  of  October,  1864, 1  shipped  at  Boston*  on  board  the  bark  De 
Godfrey,  of  Boston,  United  States  of  America,  whereof  Hallett  was  cap- 
tain, for  a  voyage  to  Valparaiso.  That  on  the  6th  day  of  October,  1864, 
the  said  bark,  under  the  command  of  the  said  Hallett,  proceeded  on  her 
voyage  to  Valparaiso,  laden  with  a  cargo  of  general  merchandise,  and 
no  particular  incident  took  place  on  the  said  voyage  until  about  8 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  7th  Ifovember,  1864,  when  we  sighted  a 
sail  astern,  which  continued  to  gain  on  the  said  bark,  and  about  2 
o'clock,  when  I  was  at  the  wheel  of  the  said  bark,  I  saw  that  the  sail 
was  a  steamer,  and  that  she  was  getting  up  steam,  and  about  half  past 
3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I  saw  the  said  steamer  hoist  the  English  flag, 
and  about  ten  minutes  to  4  o'clock  in  the  said  afternoon  the  captain  of 
the  said  bark  De  Godfrey  gave  order  to  the  mate,  Mr.  Taylor,  to  hoist 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  of  America,  which  was  done ;  and  the 
said  steamer  thereupon  hauled  down  the  English  flag,  and  hoisted  the 
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flag  of  tlie  so-called  Confederate  States,  and  fired  a  blank  shot  towards 
the  said  bark;  and  in  pursuance  of  an  order  given  by  the  captain 
of  the  said  bark,  she  was  hove  to,,  and  the  said  steamer  lowered  a  boat 
containing  three  persons,  viz :  Bullock,  sailing-master.  Scales,  fifth 
lieutenant.  Hunt,  midshipman,  who  represented  themselves  of  the 
aforesaid  ranks  on  board  of  the  said  steamer,  and  five  men,  who,  being 
well  armed,  came  on  board  said  bark,  and  the  said  Bullock  said  to  the 
said  Captain  Hallett  and  the  mate,  Mr.  Taylor,  in  my  hearing,  "Take 
your  papers  and  go  on  board  Shenandoah ;  you  are  prisoners  of  war, 
and  your  vessel  is  a  prize  of  the  confederate  steamship  Shenandoah ;" 
and  the  said  Captain  Hallett  and  the  said  Mr.  Taylor  were  then  taken 
on  board  the  said  steamer  by  the  said  Scales  and  five  men,  the  said  Bul- 
lock and  Hunt  remaining  on  board  the  said  bark,  and  gave  orders  to 
the  crew  to  clew  up  the  sails,  which  was  done.  That  in  about  half  an 
hour  the  said  Captain  Hallett  and  mate,  Mr.  Taylor,  left  the  said 
steamer  in  charge  of  the  said  Mr.  Scales  in  the  said  boat  containing  five 
men,  accompanied  by  another  boat  containing  seven  persons,  all  armed,  > 
and  all  the  said  parties  came  on  board  the  said  bark,  and  the  said 
Bullock  then  gave  orders  to  the  crew  of  the  said  bark  to  break  open  the 
stores  and  put  them  in  a  boat,  together  with  our  clothing,  and  to  go  on 
board  of  the  Shenandoah,  which  we  did ;  and  on  getting  on  board  the 
said  steamer,  I  saw  a  fire  break  out  in  the  said  bark,  which  continued 
burning  until,  about  half-past  11  o'clock  that  night,  all  sight  was 
lost,  the  said  steamer,  after  the  said  fire  broke  out,  having  steamed 
away.  That  on  my  proceeding  on  board  the  said  steamer  aforesaid. 
Whittles,  who  said  he  was  first  lieutenant  of  the  said  steamer  Shenan- 
doah, asked  me  to  join  the  said  steamer,  which  I  refused  to  do ;  and  he 
then  said  to  me,  "  You  will  fare  worse ;"  to  which  I  made  no  reply,  and 
was  then  ordered  to  the  other  side  of  the  deck,  where  I  went;  and  after- 
wards the  said  Whittle,  Bullock,  and  Grimble  (second  lieutenant  on 
board  the  said  steamer)  came  over,  and  the  said  Whittle  then  asked 
the  rest  of  the  crew  of  the  said  bark  who  were  with  me,  and  myself,  if 
we  were  going  to  sign,  to  which  we  all  replied  no ;  and  the  said  Bullock 
then  said,  "  Don't  yon  calculate  to  sign  ?"  to  which  we  all  replied  again 
no ;  and  then  the  said  Whittle  said :  "  I  will  give  you  two  and  a  half 
hours  to  make  up  your  minds,  and  if  you  don't  sign  then  I  will  put  you 
in  double  irons,  and  put  you  in  the  fire-room  before  the  furnace,  on  the 
coals,  every  night,  and  I  will  keep  you  four  months  if  you  don't  sign, 
and  make  you  work  every  day."  That,  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  two 
and  a  half  hours,  Bullock  came  to  us,  and  asked  if  we  had  made  up  our 
minds  to  sign,  and  in  reply  I  declined  again,  but  eventually,  on  hisholding 
out  threats  of  punishment,  1  and  John  Davy,  William  West,  Walter 
Madden,  and  George  Flood,  being  the  crew  of  the  said  bark,  consented 
to  and  did  sign,  agreeing  to  serve  as  seamen  on  board  the  said  steamer 
Shenandoah  for  six  months.  That  when  I  went  on  board  the  said 
steamer  I  saw  the  bell  was  marked  or  cut  with  the  words  Sea  King, 
and  about  fourteen  days  afterward  I  was  ordered  by  Howard,  the  boat- 
swain of  the  said  steamer,  to  assist  in  taking  down  the  bell,  which  was 
taken  down,  and  three  days  subsequently  I  was  ordered  to  assist  in 
its  place,  and  1  noticed  that  the  said  words  Sea  King  were  taken  off; 
and  I  was  also,  about  two  days  before,  ordered  to  scrape  off  the  said 
harness  cask  the  said  words  Sea  King,  which  I  did ;  and  also  subse- 
quently saw  that  the  said  words  Sea  King  were  erased  from  the  guns, 
two  twelve-pounders.  That  I  also  noticed  a  brass  plate  on  the  said 
steamer,  fixed  between  the  two  cabin  doors,  marked  or  cut  with  the 
words,  "  Built  by  A.  S.  Stephens  &  Sons,  Glasgow,"  and  that  the  after 
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part  of  the  main  liatch  combings  was  marked  or  cut  with,  the  figures 
and  word  "  790  tons,"  also  the  year  the  said  steamer  was  built,  which  I 
now  forget.  That,  while  I  was  on  board  the  said  steamer,  the  said  Bul- 
lock ;  Smith,  paymaster  of  the  said  steamer ;  the  said  Howard ;  Crawford, 
gunner's  mate ;  Simsou,  cockswain  of  the  captain's  gig  of  said  steamer, 
and  Bowman,  chief  boatswain's  mate,  at  different  times  told  me  they 
were  ou  board  the  Alabama  steamer,  (sunk  some  time  since  by  the 
Keaxsarge,  United  States  vessel  of  war,)  and  that  they  were  sunk  in  her. 
That  while  I  was  on  board  the  said  steamer  the  following  vessels  were 
captured,  viz,  the  brig  Susan,  ship  Kate  Prince,  bark  Adelaide,  schooner 
Lizzie  M.  Stacy,  bark  Edward,  and  the  bark  Delphine ;  and  all  the  said 
vessels,  except  the  Kate  Prince  and  the  bark  Adelaide,  were  burned  or 
sunk.  That  Waddell  is  captain  of  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  officers  of  the  said  steamer,  during  the  whole 
time  I  was  on  board,  out  of  about  thirty-five  making  the  crew  of  the 
said  steamer,  there  were  only  four  Americans  on  board — all  the  rest  of 
the  crew  being  English,  Irish,  Dutch,  Swedes  and  JSTorwegians.  That 
on  the  said  steamer  arriving  in  Hobson's  Bay,  Victoria,  I  got  liberty  to 
.go  on  shore,  and  on  getting  on  shore  placed  myself  under  the  protection 
of  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  Ainerioa. 

GBOEGE  11.  BEAOKET. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  duplicate,  before  me  this  3d  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

[SEAL.J  WILLIAM  BLANOHAED, 

Consul  of  the  United  States. 


[Inclosure  No.  21.] 
Testimony  of  Charles  Bolin. 

I,  Charles  Bolin,  of  Stockholm,  Sweden,  do  solemnly  declare  that 
I  shipped  on  board  the  bark  Delphine,  in  London,  for  a  voyage  to  Akyab, 
on  the  5th  October,  1864,  and  we  sailed  on  9th  of  same  month.  That 
on  the  29th  of  December,  1864,  we  were  captured  by  an  armed  vessel 
called  the  Shenandoah,  and  taken  on  board,  kept  in  irons  ten  days,  when 
I  consented  to  work ;  I  signed  a  parole  before  proceeding  to  do  so,  and 
on  our  arrival  in  Hobson's  Bay  was  released,  and  placed  myself  under 
the  protection  of  the  American  consul  at  the  port  of  Melbourne.  That 
while  on  board  one  of  the  men  told  me  he  left  the  steamer  Laurel  off 
Madeira  and  joined  her,:  at  that  time  she  was  the  Sea  King. 

CHAELES  BOLIN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  duplicate,  before  me,  this  4th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

[SEAL.J  WILLIAM  BLAKCHAED, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 


[Inclosure  No.  2,2.] 

Testimony  of  John  Sandall. 

I,  John  Sandall,  of  Stockholm,  Sweden,  hereby  solemnly  declare  that 
on  the  5th  of  October,  1864, 1  signed  articles  for  a  voyage  on  board  bark 


616  INSURGENT    CRUISERS. 

Delphine,  in  London,  to  proceed  on  a  voyage  to  Akyab,  and  sailed  in 
her  on  the  9th  October ;  nothing  unusual  occurred  until  the  29th  Decem- 
ber, when  she  was  captured  by  an  armed  vessel  called  Shenandoah.  On 
taking  us  on  board  they  kept  me  in  irons  ten  days,  after  which  I  con- 
sented to  go  to  work  rather  than  be  kept  in  irons.  I  remained  on  board 
working  with  the  crew  until  her  arrival  in  Hobson's  Bay,  when  I  was 
released,  and  placed  myself  under  the  protection  of  the  American  consul. 
That  while  on  board  I  had  conversations  with  some  of  the  men  who  told 
me  she  was  the  Sea  King,  and  that  they  joined  her  off  Madeira,  sailing 
in  the  Laurel  from  Liverpool  to  do  so  ;  I  also  noticed  the  letters  ING- 
on  her  headboard,  also  a  spoon  marked  Sea  King. 

JOHN  SANDALL. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  duplicate,  before  me,  this  4th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHAED, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 


[Inolosure  No.  23.] 

Testimony  of  William  Scott. 

Ij  William  Scott,  of  Gothenburg,  Sweden,  but  now  residing  in  Mel- 
bourne, Australia,  do  solemnly  declare  that  on  the  5th  of  October,  1864, 
I  signed  articles  to  proceed  on  a  voyage  to  Akyab,  in  bark  Delphine,  as 
carpenter,  and  on  the  9th  October  we  sailed  from  the  port  of  London. 
That  nothing  unusual  took  place  until  the  29th  December  following,  when 
we  were  captured  by  an  armed  vessel,  at  first  showing  the  English 
ensign ;  after  firing  a  gun  she  displayed  a  flag  of  the  so-called  Confeder- 
ate States  of  America.  That  I  with  rest  of  crew  were  taken  on  board 
of  said  vessel  called  the  Shenandoah  and  asked  to  join,  which  I  refused 
to  do ;  I  was  then  placed  in  irons  and  told  I  would  be  kept  there  for 
three  or  four  months  unless  I  would  work  for  them ;  at  the  end  of  ten 
days  I  consented  to  work,  and  was  released  on  signing  a  parole,  and 
remained  on  board  until  her  arrival  in  Hobson's  Bay,  when  I  was  re- 
leased, and  placed  myself  under  the  protection  of  the  American  consul 
at  this  port.  That  during  my  stay  on  board  I  noticed  the  letters  ING- 
on  part  of  her  headboard ;  also  a  spoon  marked  Sea  King,  and  saw  that 
the  buckets  had  had  a  name  scraped  off  them. 

WILLIAM  SCOTT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  duplicate,  before  me,  this  4th  day  of 
February,  1865.  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

[SEAL.]  '     WILLIAM  BLAIJTCHAED, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 


[Inclosure  No.24.] 

Testimony  of  Frederich  Lindborg. 

1,  Frederick  Lindborg,  of  Sweden,  but  now  residing  in  Melbourne, 
Australia,  do  solemnly  declare  and  say,  that  I  shipped  on  the  5th  Oc- 
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tober,  1864,  on  board  the  bark  DelpMue,  as  a  seaman,  in  London,  bound 
toAkyab;  nothing  unusual  occurred  until  the  29th  December,  1864,- 
that  on  the  said  29th  of  December  a  sail  was  sighted  about  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  which  we  gradually  neared.  That  when  about  three 
miles  distant  she  hoisted  the  English  flag;  the  American  flag  was  then 
hoisted  on  our  vessel ;  upon  seeing  which  the  strange  vessel  lowered 
the  English  flag,  fired  a  blank  shot,  and  raised  the  confederate  flag ;  our 
vessel  was  then  hove  to.  That  our  vessel  was  then  boarded,  the  cap- 
tain and  mate  taken  to  the  other  vessel,  and  after  bringing  the  captain 
back  our  vessel  was  declared  to  be  a  prize.  That  after  packing  up  our 
clothes  I,  with  the  rest  of  the  crew,  was  taken  on  board  said  vessel, 
which  proved  to  be  a  steamer,  and  was  there  asked  by  some  of  the  crew 
to  join  her,  but  I  refused  to  do  so.  That  they  then  ironed  me  and  put 
me  among  the  sheep.  That  I  was  told  by  the  carpenter's  mate  that  the 
vessel's  name  was  Shenandoah.  That  at  the  end  of  ten  days  I  consented 
to  work  in  preference  to  being  kept  in  irons ;  I  was  then  released  and 
signed  a  parole.  That  I  worked  with  the  crew  until  our  arrival  in  Hob- 
son's  Bay.  That  on  the  26th  January,  1865, 1  was  released  from  impris- 
onment, came  ashore,  and  went  to  the  United  States  consulate  for  pro- 
tection and  assistance. 

FEEDBEICK  LINDBORG. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  duplicate,  before  me,  this  4th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  ofiflce. 

[SEAl.]  WILLIAM  BLANGHAED, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 


[Inclosure  No.  25.] 

Testimony  of  I/illias  L.  Nichols. 

I,  Lillias  Lewene  Xichols,  at  present  of  the  city  of  Melbourne,  in  the 
colony  of  Victoria,  wife  of  William  Green  Mchols,  master  mariner,  make 
oath  and  say : 

1.  That  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-four,  I  was  on  board  the  bark  Delphine,  belonging  to 
Bangor,  Maine,  United  States  of  America,  in  company  with  my  husband, 
the  above-mentioned  William  Green  Nichols,  under  whose  command 
the  said  bark  then  was ;  and  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that 
day  the  said  bark  was  hove  to,  in  consequence  of  a  blank  shot  fired 
towards  her  by  a  steamship  called  the  Shenandoah,  flying  the  flag  of 
the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  was  subsequently 

boarded  by Bullock,  the  sailing  master  of  the  said  steamer,  who  told 

my  said  husband  and  his  chief  officer,  Mr.  Jones,  that  they  and  the  said 
bark  were  a  prize  to  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  ordered 
them  to  go  on  board  the  said  steamer;  and  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
order,  my  said  husband  and  the  said  chief  officer  went  on  board,  and 
subsequently  returned  to  the  said  bark,  and  I  was  taken  on  board  the 
said  steamer,  as  also  my  husband,  his  officers  and  crew,  and  about  eleven 
o'clock  that  night  the  said  bark  was  burnt. 

2.  That  on  my  getting  on  board  the  said  steamer,  one  Waddell,  the 
captain  of  the  said  steamer,  said  to  me,  "Welcome  on  board  the  Shen- 
andoah ;"  and  while  I  was  on  board  the  said  steamer,.  I  was  treated 
with  kindness  and  consideration  by  the  said  Captain  Waddell. 
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3.  That  while  I  was  on  board  the  said  steamer,  I  frequently  was  in 
conversation  with  the  said  Waddell, -who  frequently  told  me  that  he 
came  out  in  the  Laurel  steamer  from  Liverpool  to  a  place  off  Madeira, 
and  that  the  Laurel  arrived  there  three  days  before  the  Sea  King,  and 
was  waiting  three  days  for  the  Sea  King,  and  on  the  Sea  King  appearing, 
they  cheered  her;  and  that  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah  was  formerly 
the  Sea  King,  and  was  built  at  Glasgow ;  and  that  the  Laurel  and  Sea 
King  steamer  met  olf  Madeira,  and  that  the  guns  and  ammunition  then 
on  board  the  steamer  Shenandoah  were  brought  out  by  the  said  steamer 
Laurel,  packed  in  boxes. 

4.  That  the  said  Waddell  told  me,  while  I  was  on  board  the  said 
steamer,  that  he  left  his  wife  in  England ;  and  that  on  leaving  England, 
he  told  her  he  was  going  on  a  cruise,  and  that  she  would  most  likely 
hear  a  great  many  things  to  his  detriment,  but  not  to  believe  them ;  and 
the  said  Waddell  also  told  me  that  he  picked  up  his  officers,  some  in 
Paris,  some  in  London,  and  some  in  Liverpool;  and  that  some  were 
recommended  by  Semmes,  of  the  Alabama  steamer,  (lately  sunk  by  the 
Kearsarge,  United  States  ship  of  war;)  and  that  his  cruise  was  to  burn 
and  destroy  everything  flying  the  Federal  flag. 

5.  That  the  said  Waddell  told  me  that  Whittle,  the  first  lieutenant  of 
the  said  steamer,  came  out  in  the  Sea  King  steamer;  and  the  said 
Whittle  also  told  me  that  he  came  out  in  the  Sea  King  to  a  place  off 
Madeira ;  and  that  when  they  arrived,  they  were  cheered  by  the  people 
on  board  the  Laurel  steamer  on  coming  round  the  point. 

6.  That  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah  arrived  in  Hobson's  bay  on  the 
35th  day  of  January,  1865;  and  two  days  previous  to  her  arrival,  the 
paymaster,  one  Smith,  called  me  to  read  a  paper  document,  which  I  did, 
and  found  it  was  a  parole  not  to  bear  arms  or  to  do  anything  to  the 
detriment  of  the  confederate  cause;  and  I  then  told  the  said  Smith  that 
I  was  not  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  that  Captain  Waddell  had  frequently  told 
me  so ;  and  the  said  Smith  told  me  I  must  sign  it  to  get  released;  and, 
in  reply,  I  told  the  said  Smith  that  I  did  not  consider  it  binding,  and 
that  if  any  questions  were  asked  of  me  I  would  answer  them ;  and  he 
then  said,  "  It  is  a  mere  matter  of  form,  and  was  the  only  way  for  me 
to  get  my  release ;"  and  on  the  said  representation,  "that  it  was  the 
only  way  for  me  to  obtain  my  release,"  I  signed  the  said  paper  docu- 
ment, protesting,  as  I  was  then  under  duress. 

7.  That  I  am  a  native  of  Searsport,  Maine,  United  States  of  America. 

LILLIAS  LEWENE  NICHOLS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  duplicate,  before  me,  this  3d  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHAED, 

Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

[The  above  affidavit  was  substituted  for  inclosure  K'o.  11.  See  Mr. 
Blanchard's  letter  transmitting  these  affidavits,  ante.] 


[Inclosure  No.  26.] 
Mr.  Blanchard  to  Governor  Sir  G.  Darling. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Melbourne,  February  9,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  I  have  already 
left  at  the  Crown  law  offices,  by  my  attorneys,  Messrs.  Duffett,  Grant, 


THE    SEA   KING   OR   SHENANDOAH.  619 

and  Wolcott,  at  different  tim«s,  the  afiUdavits  of  the  following  persons 
in  relation  to  the  Sea  King,  alias  Shenandoah ;  all  of  which  affidavits 
go  to  show  the  real  character  of  said  vessel,  and  are  in  support  of  the 
several  protests  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  your  excellency,  and 
which  protests  I  now  reiterate. 

List  of  affidavits  left  at  the  Crown  law  offices  on  February  2, 1865. 

Mrs.  L.  L.  Mchols,  wife  of  W.  G.  Nichols,  master  of  the  bark  Delphine, 
and  passenger  thereon;  William  Bruce,  steward,  bark  Alina;  John  H. 
Colby,  seaman,  Lizzie  M.  Stacey. 

Left  on  February  6,  1865. 

Edward  S.  Jones,  chief  officer,  Delphine;  James  Ford,  seaman,  Susan ; 
George  R.  Brackett,  seaman,  De  Godfrey;  Charles  Bolin,  seaman,  Del- 
phine ;  Johu  Sandall,  seaman,  Delphine ;  William  Scott,  carpenter,  Del- 
phine; Frederick  Lindborg,  seaman,  Delphine;  George  Silvester,  late  a 
seaman  on  the  Laurel  and  fireman  on  the  Sea  King,  alias  Shenandoah. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  BLANCHAED, 
Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
His  Excellency  Sm  Charles  Daelin&,  K.  C.  B.,  &c., 

Governor  of  Victoria. 


[Inclosure  No.  27.] 
Mr.  Blanehard  to  Governor  Sir  C.  Darling. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Melbourne,  February  10, 1865. 

SiE :  I  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  call  your  excellency's  attention 
to  that  part  of  the  inclosed  affidavit  of  John  Williams,  taken  before  me 
this  day,  late  cook  on  board  the  Shenandoah,  alias  Sea  King,  relative 
to  the  shipment  of  men  on  board  said  Shenandoah  in  this  port. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHAED, 

Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

His  Excellency  Sm  Charles  Darling,  K.  C.  B.,  '&c., 

Governor  of  Victoria. 

AffMavii  of  John  WilUams. 

I,  John  Williams,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  do  make  oath  and  say 
that  I  was  taken  from  the  bark  De  Godfrey,  the  7th  day  of  l^Tovember, 
1864,  as  a  prisoner,  and  put  on  board  the  steamship  Shenandoah,  now 
in  Hobson's  Bay ;  that  I  served  as  cook  under  compulsion  and  punish- 
ment on  board  said  Shenandoah,  from  the  day  of  my  capture  until  Mon- 
day, the  6th  day  of  February,  1865;  that  on  Monday  last  I  swam  ashore 
to  obtain  the  protection  of  the  (Jnited  States  consul ;  that  when  I  left 
the  said  Shenandoah  on  Monday  last,  there  were  fifteen  or  twenty  mem 
concealed  in  different  parts  of  said  ship,  who  came  on  board  since  said 
Shenandoah  arrived  in  Hobson's  Bay,  and  said  men  told  me  they  came 
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ou  board  said  Sbenandoah  to  join  ship;  that  I  cooked  for  said  coDcealed 
men  for  several  days  before  I  left ;  that  three  other  men,  in  the  uniform 
of  the  crew  of  the  Shenandoah,  are  at  work  on  board  said  Shenandoah — 
two  of  them  iu  the  galley,  and  one  of  them  in  the  engine-room ;  that 
said  three  other  men  in  uniform  joined  said  Shenandoah  in  this  port; 
that  I  can  point  out  all  the  men  who  have  joined  said  Shenandoah  in 
this  port. 

JOHN  WILLIAMS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  triplicate,  before  me,  this  10th  day  of 
February,  1865,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

[SBAi.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHAED, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 


[Iiiclosure  No.  28.] 

Mr.  Ghomley  to  2Ir.  Blanchard. 

Crown  Law  Offices, 

Melbourne,  February  11, 1865. 

Sib  :  I  am  directed  by  the  law  offlcers  of  the  Crown  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  addressed  to  his  excel- 
lency the  governor,  and  containing  an  affidavit  of  one  John  Williams, 
relative  to  the  shipment  of  men  on  board  the  Shenandoah  in  this  port. 
In  reply,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  the  above-named  John  Williams  may 
attend  on  Monday  morning  next,  at  the  office  of  the  Crown  solicitor; 
and  if  he  can  give  evidence  sufficient  to  support  a  charge  of  misde- 
meanor against  any  of  the  persons  concealed  on  board  the  Shenandoah, 
or  against  any  of  the  officers  of  that  ship,  proceedings  will  be  taken 
immediately. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W,  CHOMLBY, 

Secretary. 
The  Consul /or  tlie  United  States  of  North  America. 


[Inclosure  No.  29.] 

Testimony  of  John  Williams. 

I,  John  Williams,  of  No.  6  Richmond  street,  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
do  declare  on  oath  that  I  shipped  on  board  the  bark  De  Godfrey,  Cap- 
tain Halleck,  and  sailed  in  said  bark  from  Boston  on  the  6th  of  October, 
1864 ;  that  nothing  unusual  occurred  until  the  7th  of  November,  1864, 
when  a  vessel  under  steam  and  sail,  flying  the  English  ensign,  ran  down 
to  us,  lowered  the  English  flag  and  hoisted  the  confederate  flag,  which 
I  knew,  fired  a  cannon  for  said  bark  to  heave  to,  which  said  bark  did ; 
that  a  boat  from  said  steamer,  containing  two  offlcers  and  six  men,  all 
armed,  came  alongside ;  both  officers  came  on  board  said  bark  and  or- 
dered the  captain  and  first  mate  to  go  on  board  said  steam- vessel  and 
take  the  bark's  papers  with  them  ;  that  the  captain  and  mate  as  ordered 
did  go ;  that  one  of  the  said  armed  offlcers  took  charge  of  the  bark  in 
the  captain's  absence;  that  when  Captain  Halleck  returned,  he  was 
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allowed  to  take  only  part  of  his  clothing ;  that  we  were  all  then  ordered 
on  board  the  said  steam-vessel ;  that  before  I  had  reached  the  steam- 
vessel  I  saw  the  bark  I  had  left  on  fire,  and  I  watched  her  until  the 
mainmast  went  over  the  side ;  that  after  I  got  on  board  I  was  ordered 
to  go  into  the  cabin  and  work,  and  all  hands  called  to  splice  main  brace ; 
that  the  next  day  the  captain  of  said  steamer,  Mr.  Waddell,  said  I  had 
better  join  the  ship,  as  it  would  be  better  for  me ;  that  as  colored  people 
were  the  cause  of  the  war,  if  I  did  not  join,  it  would  go  hard  with  me ; 
that  said  Waddell  said  he  wanted  to  get  all  the  colored  persons  he  could ; 
that  I  oftered  to  work,  but  refused  to  join  ship ;  that  he  then  said  he 
would  put  me  in  the  coal-hole  for  six  months ;  that  he  then  offered  me  a 
month's  advance,  (£6,)  which  I  refused,  because  I  am  a  loyal  citizen, 
and  have  served  my  time  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  that  I  was 
in  the  Congress  when  she  was  sunk  in  Hampton  Eoads,  and  had  with 
me  my  discharge  from  the  Minnesota  ;  that  I  have  been  triced  up  by 
the  thumbs  seven  times  for  upholding  my  country ;  that  I  have  been 
triced  up  after  my  work  was  done,  from  6  o'clock  p.  m.  until  9  o'clock 
p.  m.;  that  I  told  Mr.  Whittle  that  I  was  forced  to  join  said  Shenandoah, 
and  if  the  Minnesota  was  here  she  would  blow  this  vessel  out  of  the 
water ;  he  then  ordered  me  to  be  triced  up  by  the  thumbs,  which  was 
done  by  the  master-at-arms ;  that  I  continued  to  work  on  board  said 
vessel  until  her  arrival  in  the  port  of  Melbourne  and  until  Monday  night 
last,  when  I  swam  ashore  to  find  the  United  States  consul ;  that  when 
I  first  went  on  board  th«  said  steamship,  I  saw  that  her  articles  read 
Shenandoah,  but  all  parts  of  the  vessel  were  marked  Sea  King,  of 
Glasgow ;  that  two  twelve-pounder  guns  were  marked  Sea  King,  with  a 
crown,  and  the  letters  P.  D.,  one  on  each  side  of  the  crown,  and  the  said 
guns  were  so  marked  when  I  left  the  said  Shenandoah  on  Monday  last ; 
that  the  cooking  stove  that  I  used  while  on  board  was  marked  Sea 
King,  of  Glasgow;  that  the  said  stove  was  on  board  on  Monday  last; 
that  Captain  Waddell  told  me  he  would  get  me  a  better  stove  as  soon 
as  the  vessel  went  in  the  slip ;  that  the  iaell,  sideboard,  wheel,  and  a 
brass  plate  on  the  cabin  door,  were  all  marked  Sea  King  when  I  first 
went  on  board  said  Shenandoah ;  that  in  all  the  captures  made  by  said 
Shenandoah  since  I  have  been  on  board,  the  guns  marked  Sea  King  and 
having  a  crown  and  letters  P.  D.,  as  before  described,  were  used  to  bring 
the  vessels  to ;  that  no  other  cannon  have  been  fired  since  I  came  on 
board. 

JOHN  WILLIAMS. 

< 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  duiilicate,  this  11th  day  of  February 
before  me,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

[SEAi.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHAED, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 


[Inclosure  No.  30.] 

Testimony  of  Walter  J.  Madden. 

I,  Walter  J.  Madden,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  do  declare  on  oath 
that  I  sailed  from  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  the  bark  De  Godfrey,  Cap- 
tain Halleck,  on  October  6, 1864,  bound  to  Valparaiso ;  that  on  the  7th 
of  November,  1864,  the  said  bark  was  captured  by  a  steamer,  which  I 
afterwards  learned  was  called  Shenandoah,  said  steamer  first  showing- 
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the  English  ensign,  and  after  we  showed  our  colors  she  then  hoisted  the 
confederate  flag ;  that  I  was  then  ordered  on  board  the  said  Shenandoah ; 
that  after  I  got  on  board  I  was  told  that  if  I  would  not  join  said  Shenan- 
doah I  would  be  put  in  irons  and  in  the  coal-hole,  until  I  did  join,  or 
until  said  vessel  arrived  in  a  port  to  land  me,  which  might  be  several 
months ;  that  being  sick  at  the  time,  and  in  order  to  avoid  punishment, 
1  consented  to  join  her  for  six  months,  against  which  shipment  I  now 
protest ;  that  when  I  came  on  board  said  Shenandoah  I  saw  the  aprons  on 
two  quarter-deck  cannons  marked  "  Sea  King,"  which  words  "  Sea  King  " 
were,  about  one  month  afterwards,  erased ;  that  the  bell  forwards  was 
also  marked  with  the  -words  "  Sea  King,"  which  words  were  erased ;  that 
I  served  on  board  said  Shenandoah  as  captain  of  the  hold;  that  all  the 
stores  on  board  said  vessel  down  to  her  kelson  are  marked  "  Sea  King," 
except  those  taken  from  the  vessels  captured  after  I  came  on  board  said 
Shenandoah ;  that  the  letters  ING-  cut  in  the  head-board,  which  is  broke  n 
off  said  ship  Shenandoah  and  painted  over,  were  still  visible  when  I 
left  the  vessel  on  the  7th  of  February,  1865,  in  the  port  of  Melbourne ; 
that  when  I  left  the  vessel  on  the  7th  instant  there  were  men  hid  in 
the  forecastle  of  ^said  ship  and  two  working  in  the  galley,  all  of  whom 
came  on  board  of  said  vessel  since  her  arrival  in  this  port;  that  the 
officers  pretend  they  do  not  know  that  said  men  are  so  hid ;  that  the 
guns  on  the  quarter-deck  marked  Sea  King,  when  I  came  on  board,  were 
the  only  guns  on  board  the  said  Shenandoah  that  were  used  to  make 
prizes ;  that  on  the  occasion  of  the  capture  of  the  Delphine,  one  of  the 
rifled  guns  of  said  vessel  was  cleared  away  for  use,  but  the  vessel  hove 
to  without  a  shot  from  said  rifled  gun. 

WALTEE  JAMES  MADDEK. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  in  duplicate  before  me  this  9th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 
[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  BLAiTGHARD, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 


[Inolosure  No.  31.] 

Testimony  of  Thomas  Jaclcson. 

I,  Thomas  Jackson,  at  present  of  the  city  of  Melbourne,  in  the  colony 
of  Victoria,  able  seaman,  make  oath  and  say: 

1.  That  I  am  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  and  between  three  and 
four  months  ago  I  shipped  at  Liverpool,  on  board  the  Laurel  steamer,  of 
Liverpool,  to  proceed  on  a  voyage  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  was  shipped 
and  taken  on  board  the  said  steamer  Laurel  by Allen,  chief  en- 
gineer of  Eraser  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  while  under  the  influence  of  drink; 
and  the  day  after  I  was  taken  on  board  the  said  steamer  a  number  of 
boxes  were  hoisted  on  board  the  said  steamer  Laurel  from  two  tug- 
boats, while  the  Laurel  was  in  the  Mersey,  and  I  assisted  in  putting  the 
said  boxes  on  board,  and  on  the  following  day  the  Laurel  proceeded  on 
her  said  voyage  or  supposed  voyage. 

2.  That  after  the  expiration  of  about  five  days  from  the  said  steamer 
leaving  Liverpool  on  the  said  supposed  voyage,  she  anchored  at  Madeira 
and  took  in  coal,  and  waited  at  anchor  there  for  about  three  days,  when 
a  steamer  signalized  the  said  steamer  Laurel  from  outside,  and  the  said 
steamer  Laurel  then  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  to  the  back  of  the 
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island  and  waited  for  the  aforesaid  steamer,  which  came  alongside,  and 
I  then  saw  the  words  "  Sea  King"  on  her  bows. 

3.  That  the  cargo  brought  ont  in  the  said  steamer  Laurel  was  then 
transferred  to  the  said  steamship  Sea  King,  such  cargo  being  packed  in 
boxes,  and  was  put  on  board  the  Laurel  at  Liverpool  while  I  was  on 
board,  and  which  I  assisted  in  putting  on  board  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
said  steamer  Sea  King  immediately  proceeded  on  her  voyage,  and  hoisted 
the  flag  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  the  people 
on  board  the  Ijaurel  gave  the  Sea  King  three  cheers,  and  the  Laurel 
then  proceeded,  as  I  believe,  to  Nassau. 

4.  That  I  shipped  on  board  the  said  steamship  Sea  King  at  Madeira  as 
fireman,  being  engaged  by  Whittle,  (who  is  now  the  first  lieutenant  of  the 
steamship  called  the  Shenandoah,)  having  first  been  well  supplied  with 
rum  to  drink  by  the  said  Whittle  and Bullock,  the  sailing-master. 

5.  That  about  two  days  after  leaving  Madeira  in  the  said  steamer  Sea 
King,  the  said  words  "Sea  King"  were  painted  over,  and  the  said 
Whittle,  after  the  said  cargo  was  put  on  board  from  the  said  steamer 
Laurel,  and  about  a  day  after  the  said  steamer  Sea  King  left  Madeira, 
read  his  commission  to  the  crew,  and  told  me  I  was  supposed  to  be  a 
southern  man,  and  the  name  of  the  said  steamship  Sea  King  was,  in 
the  future,  to  be  Shenandoah,  and  thereupon,  from  that  time  afterwards, 
the  said  steamer  Sea  King  was  called  Shenandoah. 

6.  That  in  about  a  month  or  six  weeks  after  leaving  Madeira  in  the 
said  steamer  Sea  King,  (at  this  time  called  the  Shenandoah,)  the  bell  of 
the  said  steamer,  bearing  the  words  "  Sea  King"  engraven  thereon,  was 

brought  to  me  by Guy,  the  gunner  of  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah, 

who  told  me  to  help  file  the  said  words  "  Sea  King"  out  of  the  said  bell, 
which  I  did,  assisted  by  Martin,  the  storekeeper  of  the  said  steamer, 
and  the  next  day  the  said  Martin  took  the  said  bell  back  to  one  of  the 
men,  and  1  afterwards  saw  the  said  bell  on  the  lop-gallant  forecastle, 
and  the  said  bell  was  on  board  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah  when  I  left 
her  in  Hobson's  Bay,  Victoria. 

7.  That  all  the  officers  on  board  the  said  steamship  Shenandoah,  with 
the  exception  of  the  first  lieutenant,  came  from  Liverpool  in  the  said 
steamship  Laurel,  and  went  on  board  the  said  steamer  Sea  King  at  the 
back  of  Madeira,  as  aforesaid. 

8.  That  the  said  cargo  put  on  board  the  said  steamer  at  the  back  of 
Madeira  from  the  Laurel,  packed  in  boxes  as  aforesaid,  was  afterwards 
opened,  and  consisted  of  cannon,  carriages,  shot  and  shell,  and  also 
powder,  and  the  said  cannon  were  afterward  mounted  on  board  the 
said  steamer  Sea  King,  now  Shenandoah. 

9.  That  about  two  days  before  the  said  steamer  Shenandoah  arrived 
in  Hobson's  Bay  the  said  words  "  Sea  King"  were  still  visible  on  the 
bows  of  the  said  steamer,  the  Shenandoah,  and  the  said  Whittle  told 
some  of  the  crew  to  paint  over  the  bows  of  the  said  steamer  again, 
which  they  did,  and  painted  a  white  streak  round  her  stern  block. 

10.  That  about  six  weeks  after  leaving  Madeira,  as  aforesaid,  some 
plates  with  the  words  "  Sea  King  "  engraved  or  cut  therein,  affixed  be- 
tween the  cabin  doors  and  other  places  on  the  said  steamship,  then 
called  the  Shenandoah,  were  unscrewed  by  the  carpenter  (O'Shea)  and 
thrown  overboard. 

11.  That  I  have  sailed  eight  or  nine  years  backwards  and  forwards 
from  the  United  States  of  America,  and  have  a  protection  as  a  United 
States  citizen,  which  is  now,  together  with  all  my  clothes,  on  board  the 
said  steamer  Shenandoah. 

12.  That  the  said  Sea  King  had  on  board  of  her  when  I  joined  her 
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from  the  said  Laurel,  near  Madeira,  two  mounted  cannon,  and  that  the 
said  two  mounted  cannon  did  not  come  out  in  the  said  Laurel ;  that 
the  said  two  mounted  cannon  were  the  only  cannon  used  to  make  cap- 
tures or  prizes  with  while  I  was  on  board  said  Shenandoah ;  that  the 
cannon  taken  from  the  said  Laurel  have  never  been  fired  since  they 
were  put  on  board  the  said  Shenandoah,  and  I  left  the  said  Shenandoah 
on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  January,  1865,  at  the  port  of  Melbourne. 

his 

THOMAS  +  JACKSON. 

mark. 

Witnesses : 

J.  B.  SWASEY. 
S.  G-AGB. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  duplicate,  (first  reading  the  above  oath 
to  Thomas  Jackson  in  the  presence  of  J.  B.  Swasey  and  Simeon  Gage, 
who  witnessed  also  his  mark,)  before  me,  this  eighth  day  of  February, 
1865,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  oflSce. 

[SEAL.]  AVILLIAM  BLAlSrOHAED, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 


[Inclosure  No.  32.] 

Mr.  Blanchard  to  Governor  Sir  C.  Barling. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  Ameeica, 

Melbourne,  February  13, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  your  excellency,  inclosed  here- 
with, the  affidavits  of  three  persons,  taken  before  me,  in  relation  to  the 
Sea  King,  alias  Shenandoah,  which  affidavits  go  to  show  the  real  char- 
acter of  said  vessel,  and  are  in  support  of  the  several  protests  I  have 
had  the  honor  to  forward  to  you. 

1.  John  Williams,  late  a  prisoner  from  the  American  bark  De  God- 
frey, and  an  impressed  cook  on  board  the  said  Sea  King,  alias  Shenan- 
doah. 

2.  Walter  J.  Madden,  late  a  prisoner  from  same  bark,  and  captain  of 
the  hold  on  board  said  Sea  King  alias  Shenandoah. 

3.  Thomas  Jackson,  late  a  seaman  on  board  the  steamer  Laurel,  and 
fireman  on  board  the  Sea  King,  alias  Shenandoah. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 
[seal.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHARD, 

United  States  Consul  at  Melbourne. 
His  Excellency  Sm  Charles  Darling,  K.  C.  B.,  &c.. 

Governor  of  Victoria. 


LInclosure  No.  33.] 

Mr.  Warfle  to  Mr.  Blanchard. 

Private  Secretary's  Office, 

February  13,  1865. 
Sir  :  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  I  am 
directed  by  his  excellency  to  acquaint  you  that  the  matter  to  which  it 
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more  particularly  refers,  and  which  was  first  brought  under  his  notice 
iu   your  letter  of   the  lOth  instant,  has  engaged,  and  continues  to 
•engage,  the  earnest  attention  of  the  colonial  government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  WARDB, 

Private  Secretary. 
William:  Blanchaed,  Esq. 


[luclosiire  Xo.  34.] 
2L:  BJanchard  to  Governor  ISir  C.  Darling. 

Co^'sulate  op  the  United  States  of  Ambrioa, 

Melbourne,  February  14, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  your  excellency,  inclosed  here- 
with, the  affidavits  of  P.  C.  Behucke  and  Hermann  Wicke,  late  pris- 
oners from  the  American  bark  Alina,  and  impressed  sailors  on  board 
the  Sea  King,  alias  Shenandoah,  taken  before  me  this  day,  which  affi- 
davits are  in  support  of  my  protests,  and  also  tend  to  show  a  continued 
violation  of  law  by  persons  on  board  said  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHARD, 

Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
His  Excellency  SiK  Charles  Darling,  K.  C.  B.,  &c., 

Governor  of  Victoria. 


[Inclosure  No.  35.] 

Testimony  of  Hermann  Wiclce. 

I,  the  undersigned,  Hermann  Wicke,  now  of  the  city  of  Melbourne, 
hereby  solemnly  declare  and  make  oath :  That  I  am  a  native  of  Posthause 
district,  Achem,  kingdom  of  Hanover,  Germany  J;  that  I  shipped  as  ship's 
boy  on  the  5th  of  October,  1864,  at  Newport,  En  gland,  on  board  the  Ameri- 
can bark  Alina ;  that  on  the  6th  of  October  the  Alina  sailed  from  New- 
port for  Buenos  Ayres,  and  that  up  to  the  29th  of  October  nothing  un- 
usual occurred ;  that  on  the  29th  of  October,  at  about  10  a.  m.,  a  steam- 
ship, with  steam  up  and  under  full  sail,  was  descried  coming  towards 
the  bark  Alina,  and  in  nearing  about  two  miles  the  English  ensign  was 
hoisted  on  said  steamer,  whereupon  the  bark  Alina  hoisted  the  United 
States  colors ;  that  at  about  one  o'clock  on  the  same  day,  when  within  a 
distance  of  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  the  said  steamer  fired  a  blank  shot, 
lowered  the  English  flag  and  hoisted  the  flag  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America ;  that  the  bark  Alina  thereupon  hove  to  and  was  boarded 
by  a  boat  from  said  steamer,  manned  with  five  sailors  and  two  ofiicers, 
who  were  all  fully  armed  with  revolvers ;  that  the  captain  and  mate 
were  ordered  on  board  the  steamer,  whereas  the  crew  were  required  to 
remove  such  stores  from  the  Alina,  with  two  boats  from  the  Alina  and 
two  from  the  steamer,  as  were  pointed  out  by  an  officer  of  the  steamer 
who  was  left  on  board ;  that  the  crew  were  informed  that  the  ship  was 
a  prize  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  that  each  of  the  crew 
would  be  allowed  to  take  one  bag  of  clothing  on  board  the  steamer ; 

40  A  C— IV 
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that  I  went  -with  others  on  board  the  steamer,  on  the  bell  of  which  I 
saw  the  name  Sea  King,  which  subsequently  was  erased.  I  was  told 
the  name  of  said  steamer  was  Shenandoah.  Captain  Waddell,  of  the 
steamer  Shanandoah,  asted  me  to  join  ship.  I  was  intimidated  and 
not  understanding  English  properly  then,  1  replied  yes  to  everything: 
I  was  told  and  asked.  I  signed,  being  afraid  that  by  not  doing  so  I 
might  lose  my  life.  That  I  served  on  board  the  Shenandoah  as  coal 
trimmer,  and  on  the  passage  to  Melbourne  eight  ships  were  captured 
by  the  Shenandoah,  for  tlae  heaving-to  of  which  two  ordinarj"-  ship's 
guns  aft  alone  were  used ;  I  never  saw  any  of  the  two  rifled  guns  or 
of  the  four  68-pounders  used  or  fired.  That  William  Clark,  also  a 
coal  trimmer  on  board  the  Shenandoah,  told  me  she  sailed  from  London 
as  the  Sea  King,  and  that  he  shipped  in  London  on  board  the  Sea 
King;  that  the  said  W.  Clark  was  still  on  board  on  the  12th  instant 
when  I  left  the  Shenandoah ;  that  since  her  arrival  in  Hobson's  Bay 
I  did  the  work  of  firemen's  mess  cook,  consisting  of  bringing  to  and 
fetching  from  the  cooking  galley  the  food  for  the  firemen  and  cleaning- 
tables,  &G.  That  the  rations  in  Hobson's  Bay  are  served  by  the  master- 
at-arms,  (I  believe  named  Eeed,)  who  gives  the  rations  to  Quartermaster 
Tickings,  and  this  latter  brings  the  rations  to  the  galley  to  be  cooked 
by  the  cook,  known  by  the  name  of  "Charley;"  that  said  cook,  Char- 
ley, was  not  on  board  the  Shenandoah  on  her  arrival  in  the  bay ;  he 
went  on  board  since  her  arrival,  and  he  told  me  he  would  join  the  ship 
as  cook ;  that  he  dared  not  do  it  in  the  port,  but  that  he  would  do  it 
when  proceeding  outwards ;  that  I  also  saw  said  cook  take  rations  to  a 
number  of  men  who  were  concealed  in  the  forecastle,  who  went  on 
board  since  her  arrival  in  Hobson's  Bay.  That  on  Saturday,  11th  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  when  working  and  cleaning  the  Shenandoah,  three  boys,^ 
who  came  on  board  the  Shenandoah  since  her  arrival  in  this  port,  "as- 
sisted in  painting  between  decks,  whereas  the  number  of  men  so  con- 
concealed  (as  mentioned  above)  worked  on  deck ;  that  the  said  men,  so 
concealed,  in  number  about  ten,  received  rations  cooked  in  the  same 
cooking  apparatus  and  served  in  the  same  way  as  the  regular  crew  on 
board ;  they  eat  out  of  the  ship's  plates  in  the  forecastle,  such  as  were 
used  by  the  prisoners  while  on  the  cruise  ;  that  they  sleep  on  board, 
one  part  in  the  forecastle,  the  other  part  between  decks.  That  the  cook, 
Charley,  and  another  which  I  could  identify  if  seeing  him  again,  wore 
sometimes  the  ship's  uniform.  That  on  the  12th  instant  I  left  the  Shen- 
andoah on  leave,  and  having  joined  her  under  intimidation,  against 
which  I  hereby  protest,  I  place  myself  now  under  the  protection  of  the 
XFnited  States  consul  at  Melbourne. 

HEEMANN  WICKE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  duplicate,  before  me,  this  14th  day  of 
February,  1865,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 
[SEAL.J  WILLIAM  BLAISrCHAED, 

United  States  Consul,  Melhoimie. 


flnclosure  No.  36.] 

Testimony  of  F.  G.  Behuckc. 

I,  F.  C.  Behucke,  of  Lubec,  in  Germany,  seaman,  do  declare  on  oath, 
that  I  shipped  on  board  the  American  bark  Alina,  of  Boston,  at  New- 
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port,  England,  on  the  5th  of  October,  1864,  and  sailed  in  said  bark  on 
the  6th  of  the  same  month,  bound  for  Buenos  Ayres ;  that  nothing 
unusual  occurred  until  the  29th  of  October,  when  a  steamship  neared 
us  flying  the  English  ensign,  which  was  then  lowered,  another  flag 
hoisted,  and  a  blank  shot  fired  to  heave  our  bark  to ;  that  the  said  bark 
hove  to  and  was  boarded  by  armed  men  from  said  steamship  ;  that  said 
armed  men  ordered  the  crew  to  take  one  bag  of  clothes  and  go  on  board 
said  steamship ;  that  all  the  crew  of  said  bark  did  as  ordered ;  that 
when  I  went  on  board  said  steamship  I  found  eight  guns  mounted,  on 
two  of  which  guns  I  saw  the  word  Sea  King  ;  that  her  crew  consisted 
of  twenty-three  officei's  aft ;  that  in  addition  to  the  above  officers  there 
were  one  gunner,  two  gunner's  mates,  four  quartermasters,  two  cock- 
swains, one  boatswain,  two  boatswain's  mates,  two  carpenters,  one  sail- 
maker,  four  firemen,  one  storekeeper,  two  coal  trimmers,  one  master-at- 
arms  ;  that  Sea  King  was  also  on  the  bell  forward  and  harness  cask; 
that  on  going  on  board  said  steamship  I  was  asked  to  join  her,  which  I 
refused  to  do ;  that  the  master-at-arms  was  then  called,  who  put  me  in 
irons  and  in  the  topgallant  forecastle,  along  with  the  sheep  and  hens, 
where  I  was  kept  from  Saturday,  at  three  p.  m.,  until  Sunday  night  at 
11  p.  m. ;  that  to  avoid  such  punishment,  I  consented  to  join  said  steam- 
ship, against  which  impressment  I  now  protest ;  that  after  1  came  on 
board  the  steamship  (which  I  heard  called  Shenandoah)  she  made 
eight  captures,  some  of  which  were  burnt,  some  sunk,  and  some  bonded 
and  let  go  ;  that  I  remained  on  board  said  steamship  until  Sunday,  the 
12th  of  February,  1865,  when  I  came  on  shore  at  Melbourne  on  liberty ; 
that  the  only  cannon  fired  while  I  was  on  board  were  the  two  guns  that 
had  Sea  King  marked  on  their  aprons  ;  that  the  said  marks  are  not  now 
on  the  sa,id  two  guns  ;  that  all  the  prizes  were  hove  to  with  said  two 
guns ;  that  before  I  left  the  said  steamship  I  saw  about  ten  men  con- 
cealed in  said  Shenandoah.  Some  of  said  men  told  me  they  came  on 
board  to  join.  That  several  of  the  said  men  were  at  work  with  me  on 
Saturday  last,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  officers  ;  that  one  of  said  men 
told  me  that  he  could  not  sign  articles  in  this  port,  but  was  going  to  do 
so  as  soon  as  he  got  outside ;  that  one  man  in  the  galley,  who  came  on 
board  at  this  port,  wears  the  uniform  and  performs  his  duty  in  said  uni- 
form ;  that  said  man  in  the  galley  has.  been  wearing  the  uniform  for 
about  eight  or  ten  days ;  that  I  heard  said  man  in  the  galley  called 
Charley ;  that  all  the  said  men  who  came  on  board  since  we  have 
arrived  in  Melbourne  have  been  rationed  from  the  said  ship  Shenandoah  ; 
that  I  have  seen  the  master-at-arms  serve  out  their  provisions  to  Vick- 
ing ;  that  after  the  provisions  are  cooked  I  have  seen  Quartermaster 
Vicking  take  it  to  them  .from  the  galley  while  concealed  in  the  fore- 
castle. 

F.  0.  BEHUCKE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  duplicate,  before  me,  this  14th  day  of 
February,  1865,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 
[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHAED, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 
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[Inclosure  No.  37.1 

Mr.  Blanchard  to  Governor  Sir  C.  Barling. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Melbourne,  February  15, 1865. 

Sir  :  Having  already  forwarded  to  your  excellency  various  affidavits 
taken  before  me  relative  to  tlie  Sea  King,  alias  Shenandoah,  in  support 
of  the  protests  I  have  had  the  honor  to  make  to  you,  I  now  respectfully 
offer  to  your  consideration  the  following  summary  of  facts  derived  from 
that  testimony,  with  my  view  of  the  law  applicable  thereto. 

In  October  last  the  Sea  King  cleared  from  England,  ostensibly  for 
Bombay,  loaded  with  coals,  and  further,  equipped  with  guns,  sails, 
stores,  &c.,  for  a  long  voyage,  crew  ample,  and,  besides  the  regular 
officers  of  such  a  vessel,  a  lieutenant  in  the  so-called  confederate  service. 

Proceeding  upon  her  cruise,  she,  after  a  few  days,  by  a  preconcerted 
arrangement,  falls  in  with  the  Laurel,  also  from  England,  and  receives 
from  her,  upon  the  high  seas,  a  further  armament,  munitions,  &c.,  and 
the  remainder  of  her  officers.  This  being  done,  the  Sea  King  liauls 
down  the  British  (flag  and  hoists  that  of  the  so-called  confederacy, 
assumes  a  new  name,  and  commences  more  active  hostilities  upon  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States.  Continuing  her  cruise,  after  the 
destruction  of  several  vessels,  she  enters  this  port,  the  first  one  since 
clearing  from  England,  and  drops  anchor  in  Hobson's  Bay,  iiying  the 
so-called  confederate  flag,  and  styling  herself  the  Shenandoah,  a  confed- 
erate vessel  of  war. 

This  voyage  divides  itself  into  two  parts,  yet  all  one  cruise  and  one 
vessel — the  former  part  rather  a  transport  or  storeship,  still  well  capable 
of  seizing  unarmed  vessels ;  the  latter  part  rather  an  armed,  cruiser,  yet 
with  much  to  be  done  to  render  her  really  efficient. 

This  vessel  cleared  from  England  really  with  the  intent  to  be  employed 
against  the  United  States,  and  was  equipped  in  England  to  that  end. 
immediately  upon  leaving  she  began  the  designed  hostile  cruise,  equipped 
at  the  start,  fully  in  some  respects,  (as  with  coals,  two  cannon,  cordage, 
sails,  extra  propeller,  &c.,  and  au  officer  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
States,)  but  rather  as  a  storeship  or  transport,  but  in  nearly  all  the  cruise 
fully  equipped  to  effect  the  intent  with  which  she  left  England,  and  with 
that  intent  practically  and  repeatedly  executed. 

This  vessel,  equipped  in  England  with  the  intent  as  stated,  the  intent 
absolutely  perfected  in  the  hostile  cruise,  (still  in  progress,  and  only 
here  interrupted  to  make  it  more  effective  hereafter,)  now  lies  in  reach 
of  British  law.    Is  she  aii  offender  against  the  law  ? 

This  case  differs  in  some  respects  from  all  the  reported  cases.  A  ves- 
sel has  not  been  built  for,  nor  (as  we  know)  sold  to,  the  so-called  confed- 
erate government. 

The  difficulties  which  existed  in  the  minds  of  two  of  the  judges  in  the 
Alexandra  case  do  not  appear  in  this.  The  facts  here  bring  this  vessel 
within  the  condemnatory  opinion  of  all  the  judges  in  that  case.  In  that 
the  charge  of  "transport  or  storeship"  was  stricken  off,  and  the  only 
remaining  one  was,  substantially,  "equipped  with  intent,"  &c.  Tl^e 
arrest  was  made  too  soon  to  make  the  intent  quite  sure ;  a  new  hull,  with 
only  two  or  three  things  argumentatively  pointed  at  as  consistent  only 
with  guilty  design.  The  chief  baron  had  committed  himself  by  his 
direction  to  the  jary  in  that  case,  and  yet  he  only  insisted  (the  transport 
charge  not  applying)  upon  some  equipment  which  would  render  this  ves- 
sel more  or  less  effective  in  a  hostile  cruise.      Baron  Bramwell  agreed 
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substantially, not  going  so  far;  while  Barons  Channell  and  Pigot  found 
against  the  Alexandra. 

The  facts,  then,  in  this  case,  condemn  the  Sea  King  (Shenandoah) 
upon  the  law  even  of  the  Alexandra  case,  as  laid  down  by  all  the  judges. 
Here  we  find  a  "  fitting  out,"  an  "  equipment"  of  a  vessel  with  "  intent" 
to  be  employed  as  a  "  transport  or  storeship,"  and  to  cruise  or  commit 
hostilities  against  a  friendly  power.  The  "intent,"  the  "  fitting  out," 
formed,  done,  in  England;  the  vessels,  in  complement  of  the  intent, 
actually  fitted  out  and  equipped,  sailed  from  England,  first,  rather  as  a 
"  storeship  or  transport"  to  furnish  a  more  warlike  cruiser  with  guns, 
coals,  cordage,  sails,  &c.,  for  a  long  cruise;  and  second,  more  fully 
equipped  and  ofticered,  with  a  new  name,  destroying  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States;  the  original  equipment,  thus  augmented,  done  in 
complement  of  the  same  design,  and  as  part  thereof.  The  original  and 
more  complete  subsequent  equipment,  all  one  act  in  complement  of  the 
one  intent  and  one  purpose,  began  in  England  and  perfected  there  to  a 
certain  and  sufficient,  but  afterward  to  a  more  comi)lete  extent,  even 
yet  not  fully  perfected,  and  here  designed  to  be  accomplished.  Thus, 
then,  "  the  intent  to  be  employed,"  «&c.,  is  actually  carried  out,  and  the 
offense,  in  all  its  parts  of  purpose  and  execution,  repeatedly  committed ; 
and  now  from  this  port,  and  with  increased  power,  sought  to  be  further 
repeated. 

The  law  applicable  to  this  offense  extends  to  all  parts  of  Her  Maj- 
esty's dominions.  Her  Majesty's  offlcers  of  customs,  &c.,  are  duly  armed 
with  power  to  enforce  it  against  the  offending  vessel. 

Proceedings  may  be  in  personam,  or  in  rem,  or  in  both. 

The  offense,  though  committed  in  one  part  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions, 
may  be  punished  in  another  part.  Erom  the  nature  of  the  misdemeanor, 
if  it  could  be  punished  only  in  the  place  of  the  offense,  the  law  would  be 
nearly  nugatory.  Is  it  possible  that  an  act  declared  to  be  unlawful, 
wh^n  done  in  any  part  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions,  can  only  be  inquired 
into  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  place  of  the  offense  f  If  a  vessel  be  fitted 
out  against  the  law,  in  Sydney,  must  the  authorities  at  Melbourne 
refuse  to  move  when  the  offender  comes  to  this  port  °i  Are  criminals 
escaping  from  England  not  liable  to  arrest  here  f  The  act  authorizes,  in 
the  same  terms,  officers  of  excise,  customs,  and  officers  of  Her  Maj- 
esty's navy,  in  all  parts  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions,  to  execute  the  law 
upon  persons  and  things.  Is  it  to  be  said  that,  although  the  offense  has 
been  committed,  the  offenders  and  vessel  are  to  go  without  challenge  in 
all  parts  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions,  except  in  the  .particular  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  original  offense  ?  Upon  what  rule  of  law  can  such  a  strange 
doctrine  be  maintained,  disregarding  even  the  plain  directions  and  most 
certain  intentions  of  the  act  1  For  a  crime  inaugurated  and  continued 
is  a  perpetual  offense;  wrong  from  the  beginning ;  wrong  everywhere 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  wrong ;  each  new  departure  a  new  offense, 
with  aggravation. 

This  vessel  is  not  a  legal  cruiser  of  the  so-styled  confederacy.  Shp  is 
invested  with  no  immunity,  entitled  to  no  consideration,  by  her  false 
assumption.  She  is  not  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  her  own  wrong. 
Entering  here,  as  everywhere  in  British  ports,  she  is  a  wrongdoer,  con- 
tinuing and  aggravating  the  original  offense.  Her  entering  here, 
intending  to  continue  her  illegal  cruise,  is,  as  against  </i.is  jurisdiction,  a 
new  offense,  which  renders  her  amenable  to  the  tocaJ  jurisdiction. 

Whether,  then,  we  interpret  the  foreign  enlistment  act  in  the  manner 
which  its  obvious  intention  almost  absolutely  requires,  or  in  the  manner 
suggested  to  me  by  the  Crown  law  offlcers  in  a  recent  interview,  in 
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either  case  this  vessel  should  be  detained.  For,  if  it  be  granted  that 
the  evidence  presented  would  doubtless  be  sufficient  to  that  end  in  Eng- 
land, then  that  evidence  should  be  held  sufficient  to  the  same  purpose 
here ;  because,  upon  the  principle  above  referred  to,  this  vessel,  cruis- 
ing into  this  port  upon  an  illegal  expedition  against  the  United  States, 
and  intending  to  continue  that  cruise,  is  an  offender  here;  having  gained 
no  immunity  by  her  pretended  claim,  she  simply  remains,  by  British 
law,  an  illegal  and  criminal  rover  of  the  sea,  everywhere  an  offender 
against  that  law,  and  in  every  new  port  committing,  as  to  the  new  juris- 
diction, a  new  offense. 

Your  excellency  will  observe  that  in  the  foregoing  I  have  confined 
myself  to  a  view  wholly  taken  from  imperial  law.  I  have  urged  noth- 
ing from  a  consideration  of  the  law  of  nations,  nor  from  the  obligations 
of  treaties.  These,  indeed,  doubtless  Her  Majesty's  neutrality  procla- 
mation and  the  foreign  enlistment  act  only  illustrate  and  enforce.  Nor 
can  they  be  interpreted  apart  without  manifest  injustice. 

In  trust,  therefore,  that  upon  further  reflection,  your  excellency  will 
reconsider  your  decision  regarding  this  vessel,  against  which  1  have 
felt  constrained  to  protest  so  earnestly, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHAED, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Darling,  K.  C.  B.,  &c.. 

Governor  of  Victoria. 


[Inclosure  No.  38.] 

3Ir.  Lyttleton  to  Mr.  Blanchard. 

Police  Department,  Superintendent's  Office, 

Melbourne,  February  15,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrested  four  men  last 
night  who  were  making  their  escape  from  the  ship  Shenandoah.  They 
are  now  in  the  watch-house  at  Williamstown,  and  I  shall  feel  obliged  by 
your  sending  Madden;  or  some  other  person,  who  may  possibly  be  able 
to  identify  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  .sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  LYTTLETON,  Superintendent. 
William  Blanchard,  Esq.,  Aonerican  Consul 


[luclosure  No.  39.] 

Mr.  Blanchard  to  Governor  Sir  C.  Darling. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  Ameeica, 

Melbourne,  February  17,  1805. 
Sir  :  I  received  information  yesterday  from  Mr.  J.  McFarlane  emi- 
gration officer,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  that  the  Shenandoah  was  taking 
in  three  hundred  tons  coal  in  addition  to  the  quantity  she  had  on  board 
when  she  came  into  this  port,  which  I  learn  was  about  four  hundred 
tons,  from  a  ship  then  alongside  of  her  in  the  bay. 
The  Shenandoah  is  a  full-rigged  sailing  vessel— steam  is  only  auxiliary 
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witli  her ;  and  I  cannot  believe  your  excellency  is  aware  of  the  large 
amount  of  coal  now  being  furnished  said  vessel. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHARD, 

Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
His  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Darling,  K.  0.  B.,  &c., 

Governor  of  Yictoria. 


[Iiiclosure  No.  40.] 
Affidavit  of  Michael  Gashmore. 

I,  Michael  Cashmore,  of  Melbourne,  do  solemnly  declare,  that  on  or 
about  the  second  day  of  this  month.  (February)  I  went,  in  company  with 
Mr.  Lawrence  Cohen,  of  the  firm  of  Cohen  Bros.,  of  this  city,  on  board 
the  confederate  steamship  Shenandoah,  lying  in  Hobson's  Bay;  that 
while  walking  in  the  between-decks  I  was  hailed  by  name  by  a  man  in 
the  uniform  of  the  ship,  who  was  sitting  with  other  sailors  taking  soup. 
I  recognized  the  man  to  be  a  late  digger  at  Scarsdale.  I  asked  him, 
"  Halloo !  how  came  you  here  ? "  He  said,  "  I  joined  them  this  morning." 
I  asked  him  if  he  thought  it  a  better  game  than  gold  digging.  He 
replied,  "  The  pay  is  nothing  to  boast  of;  but  there  is  a  chance  of  mak- 
ing a  good  deal  in  the  shape  of  prize  money."  I  said,  it  is  a  great 
change,  and  wondered  how  he  would  be  able  to  stand  it.  He  said,  "  It 
was  nothing  new,  as  he  had  been  many  years  on  board  a  British  man- 
of-war."  I  have  known  this  man  several  years,  and  believe  him  to'  be  a 
Cornishman.  I  do  not  know  his  name,  but  1  can  readily  identify  him. 
Mr.  Lawrence  Cohen  was  near  me  during  this  interview,  and  can,  no 
doubt,  confirm  this,  my  statement. 

[SEAL.]  MICHAEL  CASllMOEE. 

Witness : 

William  Blanchard,  United  States  Consul. 
Melbourne,  February  16,  18G5. 


[Inclosure  No.  41.] 

Affidavit  of  John  B.  Lydserff. 

I,  John  B.  Lydserff",  master  of  the  brig  Spee,  of  Melbourne,  now  in 
Hobson's  Bay,  do  solemnly  declare,  that  about  fourteen  days  ago  I 
went  on  board  the  Shenandoah  with  a  view  to  purchase  a  chronometer ; 
that  I  inquired  if  the  commanding  ofScer  was  on  board,  and  if  he  had 
any  chronometers  for  sale ;  that  I  was  then  directed  to  a  person  in  the 
uniform  of  an  officer,  who  said  he  had ;  that  said  officer  gave  me  choice 
of  five  or  six  ;  that  I  selected  one, "  numbered  960,  Fletcher,  Pentonville, 
London,"  for  which  I  paid  £15 ;  that  I  paid  the  purchase-money  to  a 
person  in  the  uniform  of  an  officer  of  said  Shenandoah  in  the  cabin  of 
said  ship  ;  that  I  have  a  bill  and  receipt,  but  not  with  me  at  present. 

J.  B.  LYDSEEPF. 

Subscribed,  in  duplicate,  before  me,  this  15th  day  of  February,  1865,, 
as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

[seal.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHAED, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 
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[Inclosure  No.  42.] 

jMr.  Blanchard  to  Governor  Sir  C.  Barlincj. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  Ambetca. 

Melbourne^  February  17, 18C5. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  the  afQdavits  of  ■ 
John  Williams,  Walter  J.  Madden,  Hermann  Wicke,  and  Charles  Be- 
hucke,  the  four  impressed  seamen  from  the  Shenandoah,  heretofore  for- 
warded to  you,  showing  that  there  have  been  shipped  some  ten  or  twenty 
persons  on  board  said  Shenandoah  while  in  this  harbor. 

I  also  forwarded  yesterday  to  the  honorable  the  attorney  general  a 
solemn  declaration  of  Michael  Cashmore,  a  highly  respectable  citizen  of 
this  place,  showing  that  some  fifteen  days  ago  he  was  hailed  byname 
by  a  person  in  uniform  on  board  said  A'essel ;  that  said  i:)erson  who  hailed 
him  was  a  late  digger  at  Scarsdale,  in  this  colony ;  that  said  person 
infdrmed  him  he  had  joined  that  day,  and  that  said  person  was  taking 
his  meals  on  board  with  the  other  sailors.  Mr.  Cashmore  has  informed 
me  that  neither  of  the  four  men  who  Avere  arrested  while  escaping  from 
said  Shenandoah  was  the  man  who  hailed  him  on  board  said  ship. 

I  also  left  with  the  attorney  general  a  solemn  declaration  of  John  B. 
Lydserff,  master  of  the  brig  Spee,  of  Melbourne,  now  lying  in  Hobson's 
Bay,  showing  the  sale  of  chronometers  by  the  officers  of  said  vessel 
while  in  this  port,  said  chronometers  being  ''  prize, "  and  the  sale  in  vio- 
lation of  her  Majesty's  proclamation. 

I  am  compelled  to  protest  against  said  vessel  being  allowed  to  depart 
with  men  furnished  her  in  this  port,  whether  the  men  are  British  sub- 
jects or  others. 

And  I  again  protest  against  the  aid  and  comfort  now  being  extended 
said  vessel  in  this  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHARD, 

Consul  of  the  United  States  of  Amerwa, 

His  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Darling,  K.  C.  B., 

Govenor  of  Victoria. 


[Inclosure  No.  43.1 

Testimony  of  Andrew  Forbes. 

I,  Andrew  Forbes,  residing  in  Murphy's  Cottages,  Sandridge,  do- 
declare  on  oath :  That  at  about  four  o'clock  this  day,  while  ou  the  rail- 
way pier  at  Sandridge,  I  saw  Thomas  Evans,  Eobert  Dunning,  Charles 
Bird,  William  Green,  and  little  Sam,  all  inhabitants  of  Williamstown, 
most  if  not  all  of  them  British  subjects,  standing  on  the  pier,  dressed 
better  than  usual ;  that  I  said  to  Thomas  Williams,  "  What  are  you  all 
doing  over  here  ?"  that  after  some  further  conversation  said  Thomas 
Evans  said,  "  I  suppose  I  need  not  be  frightened  to  tell  you ;"  said 
Evans  then  told  me  that  he  was  going  on  board  the  bark  Maria  Eoas 
(then  lying  in  the  bay  ready  for  sea)  with  the  others  in  his  company  to 
join  the  Shenandoah,  when  said  Shenandoah  got  outside  the  Heads ;  that 
the  boats  from  the  Maria  Eoss  were  to  come  to  take  them  on  board  at 
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5  o'clock.    He  also  said  that  tbere  were  many  more  besides  his  party 
going  the  same  way. 

AIN^DEEW  FOEBES. 
Febkuaky  17,  1865. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  duplicate,  before  me,  this  17  th  day  of 
February,  1805,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHARD, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 


[luclosure  No.  44.] 

Mv.  Blancliard  to  Governor  Sir  C.  Darling. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Melbourne,  February  18, 18&5. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  excellency  the  affidavit  of 
Andrew  Forbes,  relative  to  the  intending  departure  from  this  port  of 
certain  persons  named  therein  to  join  the  Sea  King,  alias  Shenandoah, 
in  violation  of  Her  Majesty's  neutrality  proclamation. 

Mr.  Forbes  came  to  my  office  at  about  5  o'clock  p.  m.  yesterday.  See- 
ing the  necessity  of  immediate  action  in  the  matter,  I  took  him  at  once 
to  the  Crown  law  offices  to  lay  information  before  the  Crown  solicitor, 
where  I  had  previously  been  directed  in  a  communication  from  the  office 
of  the  attorney  general,  of  February  11,  1865,  to  take  a  witness. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  to  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  the 
fact  that  while  there,  in  my  official  capacity,  I  was  most  grossly  in  suited, 
by  language  and  manner,  by  Mr.  Gurner,  Crown  solicitor,  who  positively 
refused  to  receive  the  information  I  was  prepared  to  lay  before  that 
department  of  the  Crown.  In  consequence  of  which,  I  conceive  the  ends 
of  justice  have  been  defeated,  and  the  neutrality  of  this  port  violated. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  acquaint  you  that  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  send 
to  my  Government  a  copy  of  this  dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHARD, 

Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Darling,  K.  C.  B.,  &c., 

Governor  of  Victoria. 


[Inclosure  No.  45.] 
Mr.  Warde  to  Mr.  Blancliard. 

Private  Secretary's  Opfice,  February  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  desired  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  and  to  acquaint  you,  in  reply,  that 
a  ship  of  war  of  either  belligerent  is,  under  Her  Majesty's  instructions,, 
allowed  to  take  in  coal  sufficient  to  carry  such  vessel  to  the  nearest  port 
of  her  own  country,  or  to  some  nearer  destination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
[SEAL.]  H.  L.  WAEDE, 

Private  Secretary. 
William  Blanchard,  Esq., 

Consul  for  the  United  States. 
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[Inclosure  No.  46.  J 

Mr.  Blanchard  to  Mr.  McPherson. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Melbourne,  February  18,_1865. 
Dear  Collbagub  :  I  have  received  reliable  information  that  the 
Shenandoah,  who  has  just  left  this  port,  is  about  to  visit  some  of  the 
quiet  bays  in  your  island.  The  officers  of  said  vessel  have  been  search- 
ing for  a  pilot  who  is  acquainted  with  your  coasts  and  bays.  My  opinion 
is  that  she  intends  coming  there  with  a  view  to  complete  her  equipment, 
she  having  much  yet  to  do  to  make  her  formidable.  She  cannot  fight 
the  guns  she  has  on  board.  Be  therefore  on  the  alert. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  BLAK'CHAKD, 

United  States  Consul. 
D.  MoPheeson,  Ji-., 

United  States  Vice-Consul,  Hohart  Toivn. 


[Inclosure  No.  47.] 

Mr.  Warde  to  Mr.  Blanchard. 

Private  Secretary's  Office, 

February  20,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  acknowledge 
your  letter  of  the  15th,  and  to  inform  you  that  his  excellency  is  advised 
that  it  furnishes  no  ground  for  an  alteration  of  the  views  respecting  the 
presumed  character  of  the  ship  Shenandoah,  which  have  been  already 
communicated  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  WAEDE, 
Private  Secretary. 
William  Blanchard,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul. 


[Inclosure  No.  48.] 
Mr.  Blanchard  to  Mr.  Lord. 

Melbourne,  February  20,  1865. 
Sir  :  Will  you  please  give  me,  in  writing,  an  account  of  my  interview 
held  in  your  presence,  with  the  Crown  solicitor,  Mr.  Gurner,  on  Friday 
last,  and  oblige  yours, 

[L.  S.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHAED, 

United  States  Consul. 
Samuel  P.  Lord,  Esq. 
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[Iiiclosure  No.  49.] 

i\Ir.  Lord  to  J\Ir.  Blanchard. 

]Melboxtene,  February  20,  1865. 
Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  this  date  is  recei\ed,  requesting  me  to  give  you 
an  account  of  an  interview  held  in  my  presence  between  you  and  Mr. 
Gurner,  Crown  solicitor,  on  Friday  last.  In  reply,  you  must  allow  me 
to  state  the  whole  occurrences  of  the  afternoon  in  connection  with  the 
affair  of  shipping  me^  for  the  Shenandoah,  which  were  simply  these : 
While  in  your  office,  about  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  a  man  came  in,  out  of  breath, 
asking  to  see  the  United  States  consul,  saying  he  had  run  most  of  the 
way  from  Sandridge  to  report  to  you  that  there  were  a  large  number  of 
men  of  his  acquaintances  that  were  about  going  on  board  the  bark  Maria 
Eoss,  (then  lying  in  the  bay  ready  to  sail,)  with  the  intention  of  ship- 
ping on  board  the  Shenandoah,  which  vessel  also  was  about  leaving  port. 
You  stated  that,  as  the  information  was  important  and  urgent,  you  would 
at  once  take  the  man  to  the  Crown  solicitor's  office,  where  you  had  pre- 
viously been  directed  by  the  attorney  general  to  take  similar  informa- 
tion. You  at  once  took  a  conveyance  and  drove  to  the  Crown  law  office. 
As  we  stopped  at  the  gate  we  saw  Mr.  Gurner,  with  one  of  the  employes 
of  the  office,  coming  down  the  yard  from  the  door.  He,  on  seeing  us, 
turned  partly  around,  and  gave,  in  an  undertone,  some  directions  to  this 
employi,  which  I  did  not  hear.  On  our  entering  the  gate,  Mr.  Gurner 
and  this  employe  stopped  half-way  down  the  yard,  and  on  our  attempt- 
ing to  pass  them  to  go  into  the  building  was  accosted  by  the  clerk,  who 
said  there  was  no  one  in,  or  something  to  that  effect.  When  I  said  we 
should  then  have  to  trouble  Mr.  Gurner,  as  the  business  was  urgent, 
and  introduced  you  as  the  United  States  consul  to  Mr.  Gurner,  the 
Crown  solicitor,  he,  without  noticing  or  acknowledging  you,  said  very 
tartly  that  he  was  going  to  his  dinner,  and  could  not  be  detained ;  when 
you  replied,  "I  come  as  the  representative  of  the  United  States  with 
evidence  to  lay  before  you,  the  Crown  solicitor,  of  a  large  number  of 
men  about  violating  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  country ; "  at  which  he 
replied,  in  a  sneering  and  most  insulting  manner,  "I  don't  care;  I  want 
my  dinner,  and  T  am  going  to  have  it ;  there  are  plenty  of  magistrates 
round  town — go  to  them ;"  when  I,  seeing  you  felt  bitterly  the  insulting 
manner  of  Mr.  Gurner,  and  wishing  to  spare  you  a  continuation  of  it, 
said,  "Let  us,  then,  go  and  see  the  attorney  general."  Mr.  Gurner 
turned  his  back  on  us  and  walked  off.  When  outside  the  gate  and 
about  a  dozen  paces  down  Collins  street,  he  turned  and  hallooed  out, 
"My  dinner,  my  dinner,  Lord;  that  is  what  I  want!"  We  left,  and 
went  first  to  the  office  of  chief  commissioner  of  police,  and  not  finding 
either  him  or  Mr.  Lyttleton  in,  we  drove  to  the  houses  of  Parliament, 
and  on  sending  your  name  to  the  attorney  general,  he  at  once  came  out 
and  asked  us  into  the  side  room.  He  patiently  listened  to  all  you  had 
to  say,  and  then  suggested  that  if  you  would  place  the  matter  in  the 
shape  of  an  affidavit  he  would  lay  it  before  his  colleagues ;  that  a  verbal 
statement  was  not  sufficient  for  the  government  to  proceed  upon.  We 
then  left  and  drove  to  the  office  of  the  detective  police,  and  saw  Mr. 
Nicholson,  the  chief,  who  heard  the  man's  statement  in  full,  but,  as  he 
eould  not  act  without  a  warrant,  advised  us  to  go  to  the  police  magis- 
trate, Mr.  Sturt,  and  get  a  warrant ;  then  he  would  at  once  act  upon  it. 
Leaving  there,  we  went  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Sturt,  in  Spencer  street, 
who  received  you  very  politely,  listened  to  what  you  had  to  say,  exam- 
ined the  man,  but  stated  that  he  could  not  take  the  responsibility  of 
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granting  a  warrant  on  the  evidence  of  this  man  alone,  and  advised  your 
going  to  Williamstown  to  Mr.  Call,  who  perhaps  would  be  in  possession 
of  corroborative  testimony  through  the  water  police.  We  then  left,  and 
it  being  about  half  past  seven,  and  you  finding  such  a  disinclination  in 
any  one  to  act  in  the  matter,  decided  to  take  the  deposition  yourself  and 
send  it  to  the  attorney  general,  leaving  it  to  the  government  to  take 
such  action  on  it  as  it  might  deem  proper.  Going  to  your  consulate, 
the  deposition  was  taken  and  a  copy  inclosed  to  the  attorney  general, 
with  a  request  for  me  to  deliver  it.  I  took  it  to  the  houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  I  found  closed ;  and  it  being  then  late,  about  nine,  I  decided 
it  was  too  late  to  stop  the  shipment  of  the  men,  as  we  understood  the 
A^essel  was  to  leave  at  five,  and  I  went  home  and  returned  the  letter  to 
you  on  Saturday  morning.  Previous  to  going  home,  however,  I  again 
went  to  the  detective  office,  saw  Mr.  Nicholson,  and  told  him  how  you 
had  been  prevented  from  getting  the  evidence  before  the  government  in 
the  shape  they  required  it.  He  expressed  his  regret,  but  could  not  act 
in  so  important  a  matter  without  a  warrant. 

I  have  thus  given  you,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  the  occurrences  as 
thej^  took  place  at  the  time  you  mention,  and,  as  I  believe,  nearly  word 
for  word  as  they  were  uttered. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  yours,  respectfullj', 

SAMUEL  P.  LOED. 

William  Blanohaed,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 


[luclosure  No.  !iO.] 

Mr.  Warde  to  Mr.  Blancliard. 

Peivatb  Secretaey's  Office, 

Melbourne,  February  21,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  am  desired  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  acquaint  you  that 
he  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  iu,staut  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day, 
Saturday,  and  that  on  Monday,  the  20th,  he  caused  it  to  be  referred,^ 
through  the  honorable  the  attorney  general,  to  the  Crown  solicitor  for 
any  explanation  he  might  wish  to  offer. 

2.  After  stating  that  it  was  only  in  consequence  of  his  accidentally 
returning  to  his  of&ce  at  half  past  five  o'clock  p.  m.,  after  it  had  been 
closed  for  the  day,  that  the  interview  between  you  and  himself  occurred 
at  all,  Mr.  Gurner  states  that  he  informed  you  that,  not  being  a  magis- 
trate, he  could  not  take  an  information,  and  adds  that  he  was  in  a  hurry 
to  save  a  railway  train,  and  therefore  left  more  suddenly  than  he  other- 
wise should  have  done ;  but  he  positively  asserts  that  neither  in  manner 
nor  language  did  he  insiilt  you. 

3.  His  excellency  feels  sure  that  the  Crown  solicitor's  tone  and  man- 
ner have  been  misapprehended,  and  confidently  assures  you  that  there 
■was  no  intention  on  the  part  of  that  officer  to  fail  in  the  respect  due  to 
your  position  as  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant 

H.  L.  WAIiDE,       ' 
Private  Secretary. 
William  Blanghard,  Esq., 

Consul  for  the  United  States,  dec,  etc.,  d-c. 
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[Inclosure  No.  54.] 

Testimony  of  Edward  P.  Nichols. 

Melbotjkne,  February  3,  1865. 
Testimony  of  EdNvard  P.  Nichols,  2d  mate  of  the  late  bark  Delphine : 
I,  Edward  P.  Nichols,  do  solemnly  declare  that  I  am  a  citizen  of  Sears- 
port,  Maine,  and  have  sailed  on  board  bark  Delphine  from  the  23d  day 
of  March,  1861,  up  to  the  20th  day  of  December,  1804 ;  that  she  sailed 
from  Gravesend  on  the  12th  October,  18C4,  bound  to  Akyab  ;  that  every- 
thing went  on  well  until  the  29th  December,  when  we  saw  a  ship  on  our 
lee  bow,  steering  a  little  more  to  the  southward  than  we  were.  As  we 
came  up  with  her  she  had  every  appearance  of  a  merchant  ship.  After 
a  while  she  hoisted  the  English  ensigu,  and  we  hoisted  the  American 
ensign.  She  being  very  near  iu  our  course  we  ran  across  her  stern,  and 
as  we  opened  out  to  the  leeward,  we  saw  her  guns.  She  then  iired  a  gun 
and  hoisted  the  confederate  flag,  havinghauled  down  the  English  flag  a 
short  time  before ;  that  we  immediately  hove  to ;  that  they  then  sent  a 
boat'  to  us  with  two  officers  and  boat's  crew ;  that  one  officer  went  to  Cap- 
tain Nichols  and  asked  him  to  show  his  pai)ers ;  that  after  looking  at 
the  papers  he  sent  the  captain  and  first  mate  on  board  the  steamer  with 
the  other  officer,  leaving  an  officer  and  one  man  on  board  armed  with 
cutlass  and  revolvers;  that  Captain  Nichols  was  brought  back  with 
orders  to  pack  up  his  clothes,  and  all  on  board  were  ordered  to  do  the , 
same ;  that  they  took  all  cabin  stores,  liquors,  charts,  nautical  books  and 
instruments,  and  sent  them  on  board  of  the  steamer,  with  all  hands  that 
belonged  to  the  Delphine;  they  then  set  fire  to  the  Delphine,  and  that 
is  the  last  I  know  of  her ;  that  after  I  got  on  board  of  the  Shenandoah,  as 
they  said  she  was  called,  we  were  (the  captain,  mate,  and  myself)  told 
to  sign  a  parole  not  to  bear  arms  or  do  anything  against  the  confederate 
cause;  that  two  days  before  we  landed  we  had  a  second  j)arole  brought 
for  us  to  sign,  with  an  addition  to  the  first,  that  we  would  give  no  infor- 
mation that  we  might  have  gained  while  on  board,  and  were  told  that 
that  meant  if  we  knew  where  she  was  going  to  keep  it  quiet ;  but  I  will 
say  this,  and  not  break  the  parole,  that  her  life  buoy  had  the  name  Sea 
King ;  that  her  knives,  forks,  spoons,  all  bore  the  name  Sea  King ;  that 
I  heard  the  officers  say  she  was  out  on  this  coast  (Australia)  last  year 
with  troops ;  that  I  heard  the  officers  say,  when  they  heard  the  report 
that  was  in  the  papers  stating  that  the  Sea  King  ran  on  a  rock  and  was 
lost,  "  A  sharp  man,  that  fellow ;  but  she  is  not  lost  yet,  for  here  she  is, 
going  into  Melbourne  under  the  name  of  Shenandoah." 

EDWARD  P.  NICHOLS, 
2d  mate  of  the  late  BarJc  Delphine. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  in  duplicate,  this  3d  day  of  Eeb- 
ruarv,  1865,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHAED, 

United  States  Consul. 


[Inclosure  No.  5.5.  ] 

Testimony  of  Edward  T.  Lingo. 

1,  Edward  T.  Lingo,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  do  solemnly  declare  on 
oath  that  I  shipped  as  steward,  with  my  wife  as  stewardess,  on  the  1st 
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day  of  October,  1864,  on  board  tlie  American  bark  Delphine,  in  London, 
England  ;  that  I  sailed  in  said  capacity  on  board  said  bark  from  London 
on  the  12th  of  October,  1864 ;  that  nothing  unusual  occured  until  the  29th 
day  of  December,  1864,  when  we  fell  in  with  a  steamship  flying  the  Eng- 
lish ensign.  Said  steamer  fired  a  blank  shot  for  us  to  heave  to,  at  the 
same  time  lowering  the  English  ensign  and  hoisting  a  confederate  flag ; 
that  the  said  bark  was  then  boarded  by  an  officer  in  uniform  from  a  boat 
from  said  steamer,  the  two  officers  of  which  boat  were  armed ;  that  the 
said  boarding  officer,  who  I  afterwards  learned  was  named  Bullock, 
ordered  Captain  Nichols  and  the  first  mate  to  take  all  the  ship's  papers 
and  go  on  board  said  steamer ;  that  Captain  Nichols  and  the  mate  did 
so,  said  Bullock  taking  charge  of  said  bark  during  their  absence ;  that 
afterward  said  Bullock  ordered  all  hands  to  pack  up  and  go  on  board 
said  steamer,  which  order  I  and  my  wife  and  all  hands  obeyed ;  that 
after  going  on  board  said  steamer  I  was  told  by  Mr.  Whittle,  first  lieu- 
tenant, that  I  could  take  my  choice  either  to  remain  in  the  cabin  of  said 
steamer,  wait  on  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  and  others,  or  go  in  irons ;  that 
I  then  consented  to  serve  as  he  said  to  avoid  punishment;  that  I  re- 
mained on  board  said  steamer,  serving  as  aforesaid,  until  the  steamer 
arrived  in  the  port  of  Melbourne,  where  I  signed  a  parole,  and  was  then 
allowed  to  come  ashore. 

E.  T.  LINGO. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  duplicate,  before  me  this  11th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHAKD, 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 


[In closure  No.  56.] 

Testimony  of  Mary  Lingo. 

I,  Mary  Lingo,  wife  of  Edward  T.  Lingo,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and 
stewardess  on  board  late  bark  Delphine,  do  declare  on  oath  that  I  shipped 
as  stewardess  on  board  the  bark  Delphine,  in  London,  on  the  1st 
October,  1864 ;  that  I  sailed  from  London  in  the  said  bark  about  the  12th 
October,  and  that  nothing  unusual  accurred  until  the  29th  December, 
1864,  when  the  said  bark  was  boarded  by  armed  men  from  a  steamer, 
and  I,  with  the  rest  of  the  crew,  was  ordered  on  board  said  steamer  by 
a  person  in  uniform,  who  I  afterward  learned  was  Mr.  Bullock,  an  officer 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America;  that  upon  going  on  board 
said  steamer  I  learned  first,  from  a  boy  called  James  on  board,  that  said 
steamer  was  called  Shenandoah,  and  that  she  sailed  from  London  as 
Sea  King ;  that  I  found  Sea  King  on  the  plate  and  table-cloth ;  that  I 
have  now  with  me  a  knife  marked  "  Sea  King,"  also  a  fork  marked  "  Sea 
King,  which  I  brought  from  said  vessel  when  I  left  her  in  the  port  of 
Melbourne,  on  the  29th  January,  1865,  and  which  I  now  pr-oduce. 

MARY  LINGO. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  in  duplicate,  before  me  this  16th  day  of  Fed- 
ruary,  1865,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

[SEAL.]  WILLIAM  BLANCHAED 

United  States  Consul,  Melbourne. 
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LFrora  the  Argus  of  February  18,  1865.] 

I. 

Conmiander  Waddell  to  Governor  BarVuKj. 

C.  S.  Steamer  of  Wae  Shenandoah, 

Port  Philip,  January  25,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  houor  to  announce  to  yonr  excellency  the  arrival  of 
the  Confedenite  States  steamer  Shenandoah,  under  my  command,  in 
Port  Philip,  this  afternoon,  and  also  to  communicate  that  the  steamer's 
machinery  requires  repairs,  and  that  I  am  in  want  of  coals. 

I  desire  your  excellency  to  grant  permission  that  I  may  make  the 
necessarj-  repairs  and  obtain  the  supply  of  coals  to  enable  me  to  get  to 
sea  as  quickly  as  possible. 

I  desire  also  your  excellency's  permission  to  land  my  prisoners.  I  shall 
observe  the  neutrality. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  J.  WADDELL, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Darling,  K.  C.  B.,  &c. 

II. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Commander  Waddell. 

Department  op  Trade  and  Customs, 

Melbourne,  January  26, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  Sir  Charles  Darling  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  acquainting  his  excel- 
lency with  the  arrival  of  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Shenandoah, 
under  your  command,  at  Port  Philip,  and  intimating  tha1>  the  machinery 
of  the  steamer  requires  repairs,  and  that  you  are  in  want  of  coals. 

In  the  communication  under  acknowledgment  you  request  his  excel- 
lency to  grant  permission  to  make  the  necessary  repairs  and  to  obtain  a 
supply  of  coals,  and.  further,  to  be  allowed  to  land  your  prisoners. 

In  reply,  I  have  received  the  instructions  of  Sir  Charles  Darling  {sic) 
to  state  that  he  is  willing  to  aUow  the  necessary  repairs  to  the  Shen- 
andoah and  the  coaling  of  the  vessel  to  be  at  once  proceeded  with,  and 
that  the  necessary  directions  have  been  given  accordingly. 

I  am  at  the  same  time  to  furnish  for  your  information  the  accompa- 
nying extracts  of  orders,  issued  by  Her  Majesty's  government,  and 
publicly  notified  in  the  government  gazette  of  this  colony  on  the  17th 
March  and  24th  April,  1862,  with  respect  to  armed  vessels,  whether 
belonging  to  the  United  or  Confederate  States  of  America,  with  which 
it  is  requisite  for  you  to  comply. 

In  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  foregoing  commands,  I  am  to  re- 
quest that  you  will  be  good  enough  at  your  earliest  convenience  to  inti- 
mate to  me,  for  the  information  of  his  excellency,  the  nature  and  extent 
of  your  requirements  as  regards  repairs  and  supplies,  in  order  that  Sir 
Charles  Darling  {sic)  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  time  which  it  may 
be  necessary  for  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  remain  in  this  port. 

With  reference  to  your  request  regarding  certain  prisoners,  his  excel- 
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lency  desires  to  be  furnished  with  a  list  of  the  prisoners  in  question,  and 
any  other  information  affecting  them  which  you  may  be  able  to  afford. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  FEANCIS, 
Commissioner  of  Trade  and  Customs. 

The  LiEXJT.  Com'g  0.  S.  Steamek  of  War  Shenandoah, 

Hobson's  Bay. 

The  following  are  the  extracts  indicated  and  inclosed : 
"You  are  aware  of  the  determination  of  Her  Majesty's  government  to 
maintain  the  strictest  neutrality  in  the  liostilities  which  are  now  being 
carried  on  between  the  United  and  the  Confederate  States  of  North 
America.  In  order  to  cause  that  neutrality  to  be  effectually  respected 
throughout  the  Queen's  dominions.  Her  Majesty  has  directed  (in  accord- 
ance with  a  long-established  European  practice)  that  no  ship  of  war, 
privateer,  or  other  armed  vessel,  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerents, 
which  shall  anchor  in  any  British  port,  shall  be  allowed  to  quit  her 
anchorage  within  twenty-four  hours  after  any  vessel  belonging  to  the 
adverse  belligerents,  whether  armed  or  unarmed,  shall  have  left  the 
same  port. 

"In  order  to  give  effect  to  Her  Majesty's  orders,  I  am  to  desire  that, 
on  the  arrival  of  any  such  armed  vessel  in  any  port  or  roadstead  within 
your  government,  you  will  notify  this  rule  to  her  commander,  and  will 
inform  him  that,  in  case  he  should  infringe  it,  his  government  will  be 
held  responsible  to  that  of  Great  Britain  for  violating  the  neutrality  of 
the  British  waters." 

III. 

Commander  Waddell  to  Mr.  Francis. 

U.  S.  Steamer  Shenandoah,  January  28,  1865. 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  26th  instant,  in 
which  permission  was  granted  for  the  repairs  necessary  to  the  Shenan- 
doah to  be  proceeded  with,  I  sent  for  and  engaged  the  services  of  Messrs. 
Langlands  Brothers  &  Co.  to  examine  the  propeller  and  bracings  under 
water,  and  to  undertake  the  repairs,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  firm, 
informing  them  of  the  importance  of  haste,  and  importance  to  me  their 
report  would  be,  as  his  excellency  desired  to  know  the  extent  of  injury 
done  to  the  vessel.  I  was  promised  a  report,  and  have  been  asking  each 
day  for  it,  but  none  has  been  handed  in  yet,  and  as  I  conceived  an  idea 
that  their  report  would  be  more  satisfactory  than  any  I  could  write  for 
his  excellency's  information,  I  have  delayed,  in  accordance  with  the  grace 
given  me  at  my  "earliest  convenience,"  to  intimate  to  you  the  extent  of 
damages.  Every  arrangement  has  been  made  for  lifting  the  propeller 
■clear  of  the  ship,  and  a  diver  has  examined  the  bracings  under  water 
today.  Erom  what  I  have  seen  of  the  propeller  shaft,  and  the  verbal 
report  of  the  diver  on  the  bracings  under  water,  I  can  state  that  the 
composition  castings  of  the  propeller  shaft  are  entirely  gone,  and  the 
bracings  under  water  in  the  same  condition.  So  soon  as  Messrs.  Lang- 
lands  Brothers  &  Co.  hand  in  their  report,  I  shall  inclose  it  to  his  excel- 
lency. The  other  repairs  are  progressing  rapidly.  I  fear  the  damages 
will  prove  more  serious  than  I  anticipated  them  to  be  at  first. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuUv.  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  J.  WADDELL, 
Lieutenant  Commanding.,  C.  8.  N. 
The  Hon.  Commissioner  of  Trade  and  Customs. 
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ly. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Commander  Waddell. 

CuSTOM-HouSB,  Melbourne,  January  30,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  and  of  your  memorandum  of 
this  day's  date,  indorsed  on  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  Messrs.  Lang- 
lands  Brothers  &  Co.,  a  copy  of  which  letter,  with  your  subjoined  memo- 
randum, is  returned  herewith,  and  to  inform  you  it  will  be  necessary 
that  a  list  of  the  supplies  required  for  the  immediate  use  of  your  vessel, 
together  with  one  of  the  prisoners,  &c.,  as  I  suggested  in  my  previous 
communication,  should  be  sent  in  for  the  guidance  of  his  excellency, 
before  4  p.  m.  on  the  31st  instant. 

I  have  it  further  in  command  to  inform  you  that  his  excellency  has 
appointed  a  board,  consisting  of  Mr.  Payne,  inspector  and  secretary  of 
the  steam  navigation  board  ;  Mr.  Elder,  superintendent  of  the  marine 
yard  at  this  place,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  the  government  marine  engineer,  to 
go  on  board  the  Shenandoah  and  to  examine  and  report  whether  that 
vessel  is  now  in  a  fit  state  to  proceed  to  sea,  or  what  repairs  are  neces- 
sary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  FRANCIS. 

J.  J.  Waddell,  Esq., 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Confederate  States  Stsamer  Shenandoah. 

V. 

Messrs.  Langlands  Brothers  &  Co.  to  Captain  Waddell. 

Port  Philip  Foxtndrt,  Melbourne,  January  30, 1865. 
Sir  :  At  your  request  we  beg  to  report  that  it  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  put  the  Shenandoah  on  the  government  slip,  as,  after 
inspection  by  the  diver,  he  reports  that  the  lining  of  outer  sternback  is 
entirely  gone,  and  will  have  to  be  replaced. 

As  to  the  time  required  (as  three  days  will  elapse  before  she  is  slipped) 
we  will  not  be  able  to  accomplish  the  repairs  within  ten  days  from  date. 
Yours,  &c., 

LANGLANDS  BEOS.  &  CO. 
Captain  Waddell, 

Confederate  War  Steamer  Shenandoah. 

Indorsement :  Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable  commissioner 
of  trade  and  customs,  with  the  request  that  it  may  be  returned. 

JAMES  WADDELL, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
January  30, 1865. 

VI. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Captain  Waddell. 

Department  of  Trade  and  Customs, 

Melbourne,  January  31,  1865. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  his  excellency  the  governor,  I  have  the  honor  to 

acknowledge  the  receipt,  this  morning,  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's 

date,  stating  the  supplies  required  for  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  vessel 

under  your  command,  and  informing  me  that  the  prisoners  alluded  to  in 

41  AC— VI 
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your  previous  communication  have  left  the  Shenandoah  without  your 
knowledge,  in  shore  boats,  soon  after  your  arrival. 

I  am  desired  by  Sir  Charles  Darling  {sic)  to  state  that  permission  is 
conceded  for  you  to  ship  on  board  the  Shenandoah,  in  such  quantities 
as  may  be  reasonably  necessary,  the  provisions  and  supplies  enumerated 
in  your  communication  under  reply.  1  would  therefore  request  that 
your  purser,  authorized  in  that  behalf,  will  communicate  with  the  col- 
lector of  customs  as  to  quantities  and  detailed  particulars. 

I  am  again  to  renew  my  request  to  be  furnished  with  a  list  giving  the 
number  of  and  particulars  (as  far  as  possible)  with  respect  to  the  prison- 
ers who  were  brought  to  this  port  in  the  Shenandoah ;  and  I  may  add 
that  the  number  in  this  instance  is  understood  to  be  small,  yet  action  in 
this  case  may  form  a  precedent  for  future  guidance  should  such  a  ques- 
tion again  arise,  with,  perhaps,  a  larger  number  of  persons  whom  it  majj 
be  desired  to  land  in  violation  of  municipal  or  other  laws  or  regulations 
in  force  in  this  colony. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  FRANCIS, 
Commissioner  of  Trade  mid  Customs. 

J.  J.  Waddell,  Esq., 

lAeui.  Commanding  Confederate  States  Steamer  Shenandoah. 

VIT. 

Captain  Waddell  to  Mr.  Francis. 

Confederate  Steamer  Shenandoah, 

Hohson's  Bay,  February  1,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  yesterday's  date,  and,  in  reply  to  that  portion  which  has  refer- 
ence to  supplies,  &c.,  directions  have  been  given  the  paymaster  of  the 
Shenandoah  in  accordance  with  your  views. 

I  cheerfully  furnish  a  list  of  those  persons  who  were  my  prisoners  on 
"  the  high  seas,"  at  your  request,  for  future  guidance,  and  at  the  same 
time  inform  you  that  a  list  was  furnished  Mr.  McFarlane,  chief  officer 
of  Her  Majesty's  customs  for  Williamstown,  as  far  back  as  the  25th  or 
20th  ultimo,  in  official  form.  "  Particulars"  connected  with  the  prison- 
ers brought  into  Port  Philip  are  the  following:  They  were  captured 
serving  in  the  American  bark  Delphine,  which  vessel  1  destroyed,  and 
after  reaching  this  port  left  this  vessel  of  their  own  free  will,  without 
consulting  the  "regulations  in  force  in  this  colony,"  unmolested,  unas- 
sisted, and  not  in  any  boat  belonging  to  this  vessel. 

T  am  extremely  anxious  to  get  the  Shenandoah  to  sea.  The  pro- 
crastination by  the  parties  employed  under  his  excellency  the  governor's 
permission  for  the  necessary  repairs  to  this  ship  seems  to  me  unneces- 
sary ;  and  if  I  appeal  to  his  excellency  the  governor  for  further  instruc- 
tions to  those  employed  to  hurry  up  the  work  on  this  ship,  I  hope  his 
excellency  the  governor  will  see  in  it  the  spirit  of  a  law-abiding  man, 
and  one  impatient  to  be  about  his  country's  business. 

Yesterday  the  commission  of  officers  appointed  by  his  excellency  the 
governor  for  the  examination  of  this  vessel  came  on  board ;  but  I  was 
absent  from  the  ship,  not  having  been  informed  by  the  honorable  com- 
missioner of  trade  and  customs  of  the  day  set  apart  for  that  visit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  &c., 

JAS.  J.  WADDELL, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  C.  S.  Favy. 

The  Hon.  Cosimissioner  of  Trade  and  Customs. 
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VIII. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Captain  Waddell. 

Department  op  Trade  and  Customs, 

Melbourne,  February  1,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  acquaint  you 
that  he  has  received  a  progress  report  from  the  board  appointed  to 
examine  the  Shenandoah,  and  report  whether  that  vessel  is  in  a  fit  state 
to  proceed  to  sea,  or  what  repairs  are  necessary.  From  the  tenor  of 
his  communication,  it  is  evidently  necessary  that  your  ship  should  be 
placed  on  the  patent  slip  for  further  examination  and  repairs,  and  I 
presume  you  will  therefore  proceed  promptly  with  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments. For  your  information,  I  may  state  that  the  slip  termed  the  gov- 
ernment patent  slip  in  the  communication  to  -yourself  from  Messrs. 
Langlands  Brothers  &  Co.,  is  not  in  possession  of  or  under  the  control 
of  the  authorities.  It  was  originally  built  by  this  government,  but  for 
many  years  has  been  leased  to  various  parties,  and  your  arrangements 
must  therefore  be  made  with  the  present  lessees. 

By  inadvertence  you  have  omitted  to  inclose  the  list  of  prisoners  to 
which  you  make  reference  in  your  communication  of  this  date. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G.  FRANCIS, 
Commissioner  of  Trade  and  Customs. 
J.  J.  Waddell,  Esq., 

Lieut.  Commanding  G.  S.  Steamer  Shenandoah. 

IX. 

Captain  Waddell  to  Mr.  Francis. 

Confederate  States  Stbamer^Shbnandoah, 

February  1,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  this  day's  date,  informing  me  of  the  character  of  the  report  made  to 
his  excellency  the  governor  by  the  board  of  examiners ;  also,  calling  my 
attention  to  another  list  of  prisoners,  which  you  desire.  I  cheerfully 
furnisti  this  the  second  list;  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully, 
&c., 

JAMES  J.  WADDELL, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  C.  S.  Navy. 

The  Hon.  Commissioner  of  Trade  and  Customs. 

X. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Captain  Waddell. 

Department  of  Trade  and  Customs, 

Melbourne,  Februa)  y  7,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  his  excellency  Sir  Charles  Darling  to 
acquaint  you  that,  as  the  ship  under  your  command,  the  Shenandoah, 
has  already  been  twelve  days  in  our  port,  with  permission  to  biy  in  pro- 
visions, or  things  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  her  crew,  and  to  effect 
the  necessary  repairs,  it  is  desired  by  his  excellency  that'  you  should 
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now  name  the  day  upon  which  you  will  be  prepared  to  proceed  to  sea ; 
and  I  am  further  directed  to  inform  you  that  after  carefully  considering 
the  question  of  the  position  of  Great  Britain,  as  strictly  neutral  in  the 
present  contest,  the  use  of  appliances  the  property  of  this  government 
cannot  be  granted,  nor  any  assistance  rendered  by  it,  directly  or  in- 
directly, toward  effecting  the  repairs  of  the  Shenandoah. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  G,  FEA]!^CIS, 
Commissioner  of  Trade  and  Customs. 
J.  J.  Waddell,  Esq., 

Lieut.  Comdg.  C.  S.  Str.  Shenandoah,  Hohsoii's  Bay. 

XL 

Caj)tain  Waddell  to  Mr.  Francis. 

Confederate  States  Steamer  Shenandoah, 

February  7,  1865, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  this  day's  date,  and,  in  reply,  for  information  desired  for  his  excel- 
lency the  governor,  I  have  to  write  that  I  cannot  name  a  day  for  proceed- 
ing to  sea  with  this  ship  until  she  is  taken  on  the  slip,  where  the  injury  can 
be  perfectly  ascertained  and  the  time  estimEfted  for  its  repair.  The  recent 
gales  have  prevented  me  from  lightening  the  ship  to  the  necessary 
draught  preparatory  to  going  on  the  slip,  in  which  matter  I  have  been 
guided  by  those  who  are  in  charge  of  the  slip.  I  hope  the  weather  will 
permit  the  engineer  to  take  the  Shenandoah  on  the  slip  to-morrow 
morning. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMBS  J.  WADDELL, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  C.  8.  Navy. 
The  Hon.  Commissioner  of  Trade  and  Customs. 

XII. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Captain  Waddell. 

Department  of  Trade  and  Customs, 

Melbourne,  February  14, 1865. 
Sir:  Eeferring  to  my  communication  of  the  7th  instant,  I  am  again 
directed  by  his  excellency  Sir  Charles  Darling  to  inquire  whether  you 
are  now  in  a  position  to  state  more  definitely  when  the  Shenandoah  will 
be  in  a  positioii  to  proceed  to  sea ;  and  if  so,  I  shall  be  obliged  by  your 
informing  me  accordingly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  FEAXCIS, 
Commissioner  of  Trade  and  Customs. 
J.  J.  Waddell,  Esq., 

Lieut.  Comdg.  C.  8.  Str.  Shenandoah,  Hobson's  Bay. 

XIII. 

Captain  Waddell  to  Mr.  Francis. 

C.  S.  Steamer  Shenandoah,  February  14,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  this  day's  date,  and,  in  reply,  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  for  his 
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excellency  the  governor's  information,  that  the  superintendent  of  the 
slip  and  Messrs.  Langlands  Brothers  &  Co.  inform  me  that  the  Shenan- 
doah will  be  ready  for  launching  to-morrow  morning,  the  15th  instant, 
at  4  o'clock  a.  m.;  and  I  think,  without  some  unforeseen  accident,  I 
shall  proceed  to  sea  in  her  by  Sunday,  the  19th  instant.  I  have  yet  to 
take  in  all  my  stores,  coals,  and  swing  the  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JAMES  J.  WADDELL, 
Lieutenant  Gojnmanding,  0.  8.  Nary. 
The  Hon.  Coimmissioner  of  Trade  and  Customs. 

.XIV, 

Mr.  Francis  to  Captain  WaddeJl. 

CusTOM-HoTJSB,  Melbotjene,  February  14,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  state  that  it  has 
been  reported  to  the  government  that  yoa  have  refused  to  allow  the  exe- 
cution on  board  the  Shenandoah  of  a  warrant  issued  upon  sworn  infor- 
mation, according  to  law,  alleging  that  a  British  subject  is  on  board  that 
vessel  who  has  entered  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  British  statute  known  as  the  "  foreign  enlistment  act;"  that 
it  is  not  consistent  with  the  British  law  to  accept  any  contrary  declara- 
tion of  facts,  whatever  respect  be  due  to  the  person  from  whom  it  pro- 
ceeds, as  sufficient  to  justify  the  non-execution  of  such  warrant;  and 
that,  moreover,  it  is  conceived  that  this  government  has  a  right  to  expect 
that  those  who  are  receiving  in  our  port  the  aid  and  assistance  which 
they  claim  as  a  belligerent  under  the  Queen's  proclamation,  should  not 
in  any  way  oppose  proceedings  intended  to  enforce  the  maintenance  of 
neutrality. 

It  will  be  apparent  to  you  that  the  execution  of  the  warrant  is  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  enable  the  government  to  bring  to  justice  those  upon 
whose  depositions  the  warrant  was  issued,  if  the  statements  in  those  dep- 
ositions should  prove  false  in  fact. 

In  this  view,  you  are  appealed  to  to  reconsider  your  determination ; 
and  pending  further  intimation  from  you,  which  you  are  requested  to 
make  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  the  permission  granted  you  to 
repair  and  take  supplies  is  suspended,  and  Her  Majesty's  subjects  have 
been  duly  w'amed  accordingly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  FEANCIS. 

J.  J.  Waddell,  Esq., 

Lieut.  Commanding  C.  8.  8tr.  81ienandoah. 

XV. 

Captain  Waddell  to  Mr.  Francis. 

C.  S.  Steamer  Shenandoah,  February  14,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  am  in  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  in  which  you  inform 
me  that  you  have  been  directed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  state, 
"  that  it  has  been  reported  to  the  government  that  I  have  refused  to 
allow  the  execution  on  board  the  Shenandoah  of  a  warrant  issued  upon 
sworn  information,  .according  to  law,  alleging  that  a  British  subject  is  on 
board  this  vessel  who  has  entered  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States, 
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in  violation  of  tlie  British  statute  known  as  tlie  foreign  enlistment  act, 
and  that  it  is  not  consistent  with  the  British  law  to  accept  any  contrary- 
relation  of  facts,  whatever  respect  be  due  to  the  person  from  whom  it 
proceeds,  as  sufficient  to  justify  the  non-execution  of  such  warrant."  I 
am  then  appealed  to  "to  reconsider  my  determination,"  and  the  letter 
concludes  by  informing  me  that,  "pending  a  further  intimation  from 
me,"  the  permission  granted  to  repair  and  take  supplies  is  suspended. 

I  have  to  inform  his  excellency  the  governor  that  the  execution  of  the 
warrant  was  not  refused,  as  no  such'  person  as  the.  one  therein  specified 
was  on  board,  but  permission  to  "  search"  this  ship  was  refused.  Accord- 
ing to  all  the  laws  of  nations,  the  deck  of  a  vessel  of  war  is  considered 
to  represent  the  majesty  of  the  country  whose  flag  she  flies,  and  she  is 
free  from  all  executions,  except  for  crimes  actually  committed  on  shore, 
when  a  demand  must  be  made  for  the  delivery  of  such  iierson,  and  the 
execution  of  the  warrant  performed  by  the  police  of  the  ship.  Our  ship- 
ping articles  have  been  shown  to  the  superintendent  of  police.  All 
strangers  have  been  sent  out  of  the  ship,  and  two  commissioned  officers 
were  ordered  to  search  if  any  such  have  been  left  on  board.  They  have 
reported  to  me  that,  after  making  a  thorough  search,  they  can  find  no 
person  on  board  except  those  who  entered  this  port  as  part  of  the  com- 
plement of  men. 

I  therefore,  as  commander  of  the  ship  representing  my  government  in 
British  waters,  have  to  inform  his  excellency  that  there  are  no  persons 
on  board  this  ship  except  those  whose  names  are  on  my  shipping  articles, 
and  that  no  one  has  been  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
States  since  my  arrival  in  this  port ;  nor  have  I  in  any  way  violated  the 
neutrality  of  the  port. 

And  I,  in  the  name  of  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  hereby  enter  my  solemn  protest  against  ainy  obstruction  which 
may  cause  the  detention  of  this  ship  in  this  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  J.  WADDELL, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  G.  8.  Navy. 

The  Honorable  Jajees  G.  Francis, 

Commissioner  of  Trade  and  Customs,  Melbourne. 

Telegram  from  Mr.  P.  C.  Standish,  chief  commissioner  of  Victorian 
police,  to  Mr.  Beaver,  police  inspector,  stationed  at  Williamstown : 

[Telegram  for  Mr.  Beaver.] 

I  have  to  direct  that  you  communicate  with  Mr.  Chambers,  the  lessee 
of  the  patent  slip,  that  the  governor  in  council  has  given  directions  that 
he  and  all  other  British  subjects  in  this  colony  at  once  desist  from  ren- 
dering any  aid,  assistance,  or  perform  any  work,  in  respect  to  the  afore- 
said confederate  ship  Shenandoah,  or  in  launching  same.  You  will  at 
once  proceed  with  the  whole  of  the  police  at  your  disposal  to  the  patent 
slip,  and  prevent,  at  all  risks,  the  launch  of  the  said  ship.  Superin- 
tendent Lyttleton  and  fifty  men,  also  fifty  of  the  military,  proceed  at 
once  to  Williamstown,  telegraphing  anything  that  may  occur  direct 
to  me. 

F.  C.  STANDISH. 

Tuesday  14, 1865. 
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XVI. 

Captain  'SVaddell  to  Mr.  Francis. 

C.  S.  Steamer  Shenandoah,  February  15, 1865. 
SiE:  I  am  informed  by  the  manager  of  the  slip  upon  which  the  Con- 
federate States  steamer  Shenandoah  now  rests  that  the  slip  has  been, 
seized  by  authority  from  his  excellency  the  governor,  to  prevent  the 
launching  of  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Shenandoah,  which  of 
necessity  is  a  seizure  of  the  vessel  under  my  command.  I  therefore 
respectfully  beg  to  be  informed  if  this  seizure  is  known  to  his  excellency 
the  governor,  and  if  it  meets  his  approval. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JAMBS  J.  WADDELL, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  C.  S.  Navy. 
The  Hon.  Commissionbk  of  Trade'and  Customs. 

XVII. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Captain  Waddell. 

Custom- House,  Melbourne,  Felruary  15,  1865. 
Sir  :  In  acknowledging  your  letters  of  yesterday's  date,  and  also  in 
reply  to  your  communication  of  this  morning,  I  am  instructed  by  his 
excellency  the  governor  to  inform  you  that  the  lessee  of  the  patent  slip 
having  reported  that  the  safety  of  the  ship  Shenandoah  may  be  endan- 
gered  by  her  present  position  on  the  slip,  the  suspension  of  permission 
to  British  subjects  to  assist  in  launching  the  ship  is  withdrawn ;  while 
the  further  matters  referred  to  in  your  letters  are  under  consideration, 
and  will  be  replied  to  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  FEANCIS. 
J.  J.  Waddell,  Esq., 

Lieut.  Commanding  C.  8.  Steamer  Shenandoah. 

XVIII. 

Mr.  Francis  to  Captain  Waddell. 

CusTOM-HousE,  Melbourne,  February  15, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  further  acknowl- 
edge your  communications  of  the  llth  and  15th  instant,  in  which, 
alleging  that  the  vessel  under  your  command  had  been  seized,  you  ask 
whether  the  seizure  is  known  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  and  if  it 
meets  his  approval. 

I  am  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  this  government  has  not  directed 
or  authorized  the  seizure  of  the  Shenandoah, 

The  instructions  to  the  police  were  to  see  that  none  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  in  this  colony  rendered  any  aid  or  assistance  to,  or  performed 
any  work  in  respect  of,  your  vessel  during  the  period  of  the  suspension 
of  the  permission  which  was  granted  to  you  to  repair  and  take  in  sup- 
plies, pending  your  reply  to  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  in  regard  to 
a  British  subject  being  on  board  your  vessel,  and  havin,g  entered  the 
service  of  the  Confederate  States,  in  violation  of  the  British  statute 
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known  as  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  of  the  instrnctions  issued  by 
the  governor  for  the  maintenance  of  neutrality  by  Her  Ma^jesty's  subjects. 

In  addition  to  evidence  previously  in  possession  of  this  government, 
it  has  been  reported  by  the  police  that  about  ten  o'clock  last  night  four 
men,  who  had  been  in  concealment  on  board  the  Shenandoah,  left  the 
ship,  and  were  arrested  immediately  after  so  leaving  by  the  water  police. 

It  appears  from  the  statements  of  the  men  that  they  were  on  board 
your  vessel  both  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  the  13th  and  14th  instants, 
when  their  presence  was  denied  by  the  commanding  officer  in  charge, 
and  by  yourself  subsequently,  when  you  declared  that  there  were  "  no 
persons  on  board  this  ship  except  those  whose  names  are  on  our  ship- 
ping articles."  This  assertion  must  necessarily  have  been  made  by  you 
without  having  ascertained  for  yourself  by  a  search  that  such  men  were 
not  on  board,  while  at  the  time  you  refused  permission  to  the  officer 
charged  with  the  execution  of  the  warrant  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

Referring  to  that  portion  of  your  communication  of  the  14th  instant, 
in  which  you  inform  his  excellency  the  governor  "  that  the  execution  of 
the  warrant  was  not  refused,  as  no  such  person  as  the  one  therein  spe- 
cified was  on  board,"  I  am  in  a  position  to  state  that  one  of  the  four  men 
previously  aUuded  to  is  ascertained  to  be  the  person  named  in  the  war- 
rant. 

I  am  also  to  observe  that,  while  at  the  moment  of  the  dispatch  of  your 
letter  it  may  be  true  that  these  men  were  not  on  board  the  Shenandoah, 
it  is  beyond  question  that  they  were  on  board  at  the  time  it  was  indited, 
your  letter  having  been  dispatched  at  five  minutes  before  ten  o'clock. 

It  thus  appears  plain,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  foreign  enlistment 
act  was  in  course  of  being  evaded. 

Nevertheless,  as  the  only  person  for  whose  arrest  a  warrant  was  issued 
has  been  secured,  and  as  you  are  now  in  a  position  to  say,  as  command- 
ing officer  of  the  ship,  and  on  behalf  of  your  government,  whose  faith 
is  pledged  by  the  assurance,  "  that  there  are  no  persons  on  board  this 
ship  except  those  whose  names  are  on  our  shipping  articles,  and  that  no 
one  has  been  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  since  my 
arrival  in  this  port,"  his  excellency  the  governor  has  been  pleased  to 
revoke  the  directions  issued  yesterday,  suspending  permission  to  British 
subjects  to  aid  and  assist  you  in  effecting  the  necessary  repairs  and 
taking  in  supplies. 

I  am  to  add,  it  is  expected  you  will  exercise  every  dispatch,  so  as  to 
insure  your  departure  by  the  day  named  in  your  first  letter  of  yesterday^ 
viz,  Sunday  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  FEANOIS. 

J.  J.  Waddell,  Esq., 

Lieut.  Commanding  C.  S.  Steamer  Shenandoah. 

XIX. 

Gapiain  'Waddell  to  Mr.  Francis. 

Confederate  States  Steameb,  Shenandoah, 

Mohson's  Bay,  February  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  yesterday's  date,  and 
desire  to  convey  through  you  to  his  excellency  the  governor  my  appre- 
ciation and  thanks  for  his  observance  of  the  rights  of  belligerents  and 
further  to  assure  his  excellency  the  governor  that  every  dispatch  is 
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being  made  by  me  to  get  the  Sheuandoab  to  sea  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

The  fonr  men  alluded  to  in  your  communication  are  no  part  of  this 
vessel's  complement  of  men ;  they  were  detected  on  board  by  the  ship's 
police  after  all  strangers  were  reported  out  of  the  vessel,  and  they  were 
ordered  and  seen  out  of  the  vessel  by  the  ship's  jjolice  immediately  on 
their  discovery,  which  was  after  my  letter  had  been  dispatched  inform- 
ing his  excellency  the  governor  that  there  were  no  such  persons  on  board. 
These  men  were  here  without  my  knowledge,  and  I  have  no  doubt  can  be 
very  properly  called  stowaways,  and  such  they  would  have  remained  but 
for  the  Vigilance  of  the  ship's  police,  inasmuch  as  they  were  detected 
after  the  third  search,  but  in  no  way  can  I  be  accused,  in  truth,  of  being 
cognizant  of  an  evasion  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  allow  me  to  inform  you  that  I  consider  the  tone  of 
your  letter  remarkably  disrespectful  and  insulting  to  the  government  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent,  and  that  I  shall  take  an  early  opportunity 
of  forwarding  it  to  the  Eichmond  government. 
Yew  respectfully,  &c., 

JAMES  J.  WADDBLL, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  G.  6".  JS^avy. 

The  Hon.  the  Commissionee  of  Trade  and  Customs. 

This  closes  the  correspondence  between  Captain  Waddell  and  the  gov- 
ernment. But  the  following  letter  was  dispatched  to  Mr.  Higinbotham : 

Captain  Waddell  to  Attorney  General. 

COKFEDEEATE  STATES  STEAMEE  SHENANDOAH, 

Hohson^s  Bay,  February  14,  1865. 
SiE:  Be  pleased  to  inform  me  if  the  Crown  claims  the  sea  to  be  British 
waters  three  miles  from  the  Port  Philip  Head  lights,  or  from  a  straight 
line  drawn  from  Port  Lonsdale  and  Cape  Schank. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  &c., 

JAMBS  J.  WADDELL,      . 
Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  8.  ifavy. 
The  Hon.  the  Attoenet  Geneeal. 

Captain  Waddell  states  that  a  reply  written  and  signed  by  a  clerk 
was  brought  to  him  by  a  messenger,  of  whom  he  knew  nothing  till  a 
gentlemen  on  board  explained  who  he  was.  The  document  simply  stated 
that  no  reasons  for  the  communication  of  the  information  had  been 
given.  Captain  Waddell  handed  the  "reply"  back  to  the  messenger 
with  the  simple  answer  that  it  was  not  what  he  wanted,  and  that  it  had 
better  be  taken  back,  with  his  compliments. 


[Inclosure  No.  53.] 

NEWSPAPEE  EXTEACTS,  ETC. 

[From  the  Herald  of  January  26,  1865.] 

A  CONFEDEEATE  WAE  STEAMEE  IN  HOBSON'S  BAY. 

Considerable  interest  was  manifested  yesterday  morning  in  the  city 
by  an  announcement  posted  at  the  telegraph  office  that  the  auxiliary 
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screw  steamer  Eoyal  Standard  had  been  signaled  off  Cape  Otway  after 
an  extraordinary  run  of  fifty-two  days  from  Liverpool.  The  news  was 
speedily  promulgated  through  the  city,  and  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  in 
Hobson's  Bay  was  anxiously  looked  forward  to.  Late  in  the  afternoon, 
when  the  steamer  had  arrived  at  Port  Philip  Heads,  a  telegram  was 
received  by  the  chief  secretary,  announcing  that  the  steamer  reported 
was  not  the  Eoyal  Standard,  as  supposed,  but  the  confederate  man-of- 
war  Shenandoah,  of  eight  guns.  The  vessel  at  once  proceeded  up  the 
channel  and  anchored  in  the  bay,  at  a  few  minutes  before  seven  o'clock, 
flying  the  confederate  flag.  The  intelligence  that  a  vessel  of  the  con- 
federate navy  had  arrived  in  our  waters  was  speedily  made  known,  and 
several  boats  put  off  to  the  Shenandoah,  but  Captain  Waddell,  the  com- 
mander, positively  declined  to  allow  any  person  to  come  on  board  until 
such  time  as  he  had  commuuicated  with  the  shore.  As  soon  as  possible 
Lieutenant  Grimble,  one  of  the  officers,  was  dispatched  to  Toorak,  to 
wait  upon  his  excellency  the  governor,  and  request  that  the  vessel  might 
remain  for  a  certain  jjeriod  in  neutral  waters,  for  the  purpose  of  coaling 
and  repairing  her  machinery.  The  Shenandoah  is  a  steam-vessel  of 
1,160  tons,  210  horse-power,  and  carries  eight  large  guns.  She  is  com- 
manded by  Captain  James  Waddell,  and  the  following  is  a  list  of  her  • 
officers :  Lieutenants  W.  C.  Whittle,  John  Grimble,  J.  S.  Lee,  F.  T.  Chew, 
D.  M.  Scales ;  master,  J.  M.  Bullock ;  chief  engineer,  M.  O'Brien ;  sur- 
geon, C.  E.  Lining;  acting  paymaster,  W.  B.  Smith;  passed  midship- 
men, O.  A.  Brown  and  J.  T.  Maspn  ;  assistant  surgeon,  P.  J.  M'Kulty ; 
assistant  engineers,  W.  H.  Codd,  J.  Hutchinson,  E.  Muggofeny;  mas- 
ter's mates,  C.  E.  Hunt,  J.  F.  Miner,  L.  Colbon ;  boatswain,  G.  Harwood; 
carpenter,  J.  O'Shea;  gunner,  J.  L.'  Guy;  sailmaker,  Henry  Alcatt ; 
second  carpenter,  John  Lynch.  In  addition  to  these  officers  she  has  a 
crew  of  seventy-five  men.  The  Shenandoah  has  been  at  sea  since  the 
15th  of  October  last,  and  during  that  time  she  reports  having  captured 
and  burned  no  less  than  eleven  Federal  merchantmen.  The  crew  of  the 
Shenandoah  has  been  partly  made  up  from  the  men  on  board  the  various 
prizes.  The  men  are  a  flue  and  determined-looking  set  of  fellows.  The 
uniform  worn  is  a  sort  of  yellowish  gray,  with  a  shoulder-strap  of  blue 
silk  bearing  a  single  star,  surrounded  by  a  thin  gold  cording.  The  cap 
is  also  gray,  with  a  broad  gold  band.  The  Shenandoah,  we  believe,  has 
been  off  the  Australian  coast  for  the  last  ten  days,  and  on  her  arrival 
off  the  Otway  yesterday  she  failed  to  run  up  any  colors,  as  the  captain 
•did  not  wish  to  be  reported  by  the  vessels  going  out.  We  believe  that 
under  a  recent  proclamation  the  Shenandoah  will  not  be  allowed  to 
remain  in  port  more  than  forty-eight  hours. 


[From  the  Herald  of  Januury  27,  1865.] 
THE   CONPBDERATE   CKUISEK   SHENANDOAH. 

In  yesterday's  publication  we  gave  all  the  particulars  then  obtainable 
resj)ecting  the  confederate  war  steamer  Shenandoah,  which  arrived  in 
Hobson's  Bay  on  Wednesday  afternoon.  A  personal  visit  to  the  vessel 
yesterday  has  enabled  us  to  largely  increase  our  stock  of  information  on 
the  subject,  and  the  result  of  our  inquiiies  we  now  place  before  our  readers. 
Previously,  however,  we  direct  their  attention  to  the  two  accompanying 
paragraphs,  the  contents  of  which  throw  a  light  on  the  history  of"  this 
new  successor  of  the  Alabama.    They  are  from  the  Home  News  and  the 
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Index,  and  although  apparently  referring  to  different  vessels,  really 
have  reference  to  the  same,  for  it  now  appears  that  the  Sea  King  of  the 
Home  News  is  the  Shenandoah  of  the  Index.  The  first-named  journal, 
in  its  publication  of  the  2Gth  of  November,  says : 

"A  few  weeks  ago,  the  departure  from  Liverpool  of  a  steamer  called 
the  Laurel  took  place,  with  about  one  hundred  men  on  board,  many  of 
whom  had  served  with  Captain  Semmes.  It  was  also  asserted  that 
Captain  Semmes  was  himself  on  board.  A  dispatch  lately  received  in 
Liverpool  from  Madeira  is  to  the  effect  that  the  Laurel  had  been  lying 
in  Punchal  Bay  for  several  days  previous  to  the  17th  of  October,  and 
early  on  the  morning  of  that  day  she  steamed  out  to  sea  and  met  a  large 
screw  steamer,  (understood  to  be  the  new  Alabama,)  on  board  of  which 
were  transferred  the  crew  of  the  Laurel  and  cargo,  consisting  of  guns, 
ammunition,  &c.  The  screw  steamer  then  made  for  the  direction  of  Ber- 
muda. [The  name  of  the  latter  vessel  is  said  to  be  the  Sea  King,  1,200 
tons,  which  recently  cleared  out  of  the  East  India  Dock  for  Bombay, 
but  whose  real  destination  was  Madeira.  It  is  alleged  that  she  has  since 
run  on  a  rock,  and  it  is  feared  will  become  a  total  wreck.]" 

The  Index,  a  journal  published  in  London,  in  the  interest  of  the 
southern  confederacy,  has  the  following  in  its  issue  of  the  19th  of  the 
same  month ; 

'■'A  new  confederate  cruiser. — We  have  much  pleasure  in  being  able  to 
state  that,  almost  at  the  same  time  when  the  Florida  was  treacherously 
seized  in  Bahia  harbor,  the  confederate  flag  was  hoisted  on  a  new  cruiser 
at  least  the  equal  of  the  Florida  in  armament,  speed,  and  general  efli- 
ciency.  The  Shenandoah  starts  upon  her  career  with  every  prospect  of 
emulating  the  fame  of  her  predecessors.  She  is  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant Waddell,  Confederate  States  Navy,  and  a  gallant  staff  of  officers. 
Having  received  her  crew  and  armament — everything,  in  fact,  that  con- 
stitutes her  a  belligerent  vessel — on  the  high  seas,  far  beyond  any  neu- 
tral jurisdiction,  there  can  fortunately  be  no  pretense  of  accusing  her  of 
any  violation  of  municipal  laws  or  international  obligations.  It  is  evident 
that  Federal  commerce  is  balked  of  the  expected  reward  of  the  murder- 
ous outrage  in  Bahia ;  for  already  the  telegraph  has  advised  us  of  the 
doings  of  no  less  than  three  confederate  cruisers,  the  Tallahassee,  the 
Chickamauga,  and  the  Olustee,  all  of  which  have  recently  issued  from 
their  own  ports,  and  are  busy  at  work  avenging  the  Florida's  fate.  To 
this  formidable  list  of  ubiquitous  enemies  the  New  York  Chamber  of 
Commerce  must  now  add  a  fourth ;  and  confederate  sympathizers,  para- 
phrasing the  familiar  '  Le  roi  est  mort — vive  le  roi !'  may  exulting  ex- 
claim, '  The  Florida  is  gone — long  live  the  Shenandoah !" 

[From  our  own  reporter.] 

The  arrival  of  a  vessel  of  war  belonging  to  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  in  Hobson's  Bay  caused  no  little  excitement  in  the  city  yesterday, 
and  the  object  of  the  stranger's  visit  was  actively  canvassed  on  every 
side.  We  mentioned  yesterday  that  Captain  Waddell,  the  commander  of 
the  Shenandoah,  immediately  on  his  arrival  dispatched  one  of  his  offi- 
cers to  Toorak  to  report  that  the  vessel  had  entered  the  bay,  and  that, 
.under  the  royal  proclamation  of  neutralitj^,  he  requested  permission  to 
remain  in  these  waters  for  a  short  period  for  the  purpose  of  coaling, 
provisioning,  and  effecting  certain  necessary  repairs  to  the  machinery. 
As  a  matter  of  courtesy,  until  his  excellency's  reply  was  received  to  the 
request,  the  captain  declined  to  allow  any  person  to  visit  his  ship,  neither 
would  he  permit  any  communication  with  the  shore.  ■  The  numerous 
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boating  parties  which  hovered  around  the  ship  yesterday  morning  were 
politely  informed  of  this  determination,  and  they  were  forced  to  content 
themselves  with  sailing  roiind  the  vessel,  and  scrutinizing  her  exterior. 
In  the  meanwhile  a  meeting  of  the  executive  council  was  called,  and 
the  desire  of  Captain  Waddell  was  fully  discussed.  According  to  inter- 
national maritime  law,  as  expressed  in  a  dispatch  from  Earl  Russell,  the 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  and  dated  31st  January,  1862,  pub- 
lished in  the  government  gazette  on  the  24th  of  April  in  the  same  year, 
it  is  laid  down  that  vessels  of  war  belonging  to  a  belligerent  power  are 
not  allowed  to  enter  a  neutral  port  unless  they  require  supplies,  coal, 
&c.,  or  need  repairs,  and  they  must  comply  with  the  following  condi- 
tions :  They  must  take  in  their  necessary  supplies  as  soon  as  they  can, 
as  much  coal  only  as  will  enable  them  to  get  to  the  nearest  port  in  their 
own  country  or  to  the  next  port  of  destination,  and  then  leave  the  neu- 
tral port  of  refuge  as  soon  as  possible.  Captain  Waddell  was  in  want 
of  coals  and  provisions,  and  required  a  new  band  to  the  propeller  shaft 
of  the  screw.  Under  these  circumstances  the  requested  permission  was 
granted,  but  it  was  not  until  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in  the  day 
that  the  intention  was  made  known  on  board.  The  excitement  which 
prevailed  in  town  was  very  great,  and  the  desire  to  get  on  board  was 
heightened  by  the  belief,  which  was  pretty  generally  entertained,  that 
the  renowned  Captain  Semmes,  of  Sumter  and  Alabama  celebrity,  was 
on  board,  if  not  actually  in  command.  We  can,  however,  give  the 
assurance  that  the  gallant  officer  mentioned  is  not  in  the  ship,  but  that 
some  of  the  officers  and  five  or  six  of  the  men  who  served  with  him  in 
his  voyages  in  both  the  Sumter  and  Alabama  are  now  serving  with  Cap- 
tain Waddell  in  the  Shenandoah.  Prom  early  morning  the  crowd  of 
persons  who  proceeded  by  the  Hobson's  Bay  Eailway  to  Sandridge  was 
very  large.  Many  contented  themselves  with  ah  observation  of  the 
vessel  from  the  end  of  the  pier.  The  white  flag  with  the  thirteen  stars 
placed  diagonally  in  one  corner,  with  the  old  battle-flag  at  the  fore,  being 
easily  discernible  from  the  peak,  afforded  a  clear  indication  of  the 
whereabouts  of  the  confederate  cruiser.  Others,  notwithstanding  the 
warning  conveyed  to  them  that  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  set  foot 
on  the  decks  until  the  intentions  of  the  government  were  made  known, 
nevertheless  cruised  around  the  vessel  and  endeavored  by  personal  ob- 
servation to  ascertain  whether  she  was  not  identical  with  the  Sea  King, 
of  which  information  had  already  been  received.  These  observers  were 
rewarded  for  their  pains  in  ascertaining  some  clew  to  the  apparent  mys- 
tery by  the  partial  obliteration  of  the  three  remaining  letters  of  the  last 
word  of  the  former  name  on  the  trail-board.  However,  Captain  Waddell 
finding  how  anxious  the  people  of  Melbourne  were  to  inspect  his  ship, 
at  length  permitted  visitors  to  come  on  board.  On  this  announcement 
being  made  known,  hundreds  of  persons  availed  themselves  of  the 
accorded  privilege.  Every  licensed  boat  was  made  available  for  the 
service,  and  two  or  three  steamers  crowded  with  passengers  plied  be- 
tween the  Sandridge  pier  and  the  war  vessel  in  the  bay.  The  visitors 
were  most  courteously  received  by  the  officers;  who  afforded  any  inform- 
ation requested  of  them,  and  on  the  departure  of  each  successive  party 
the  welcome  they  had  received  was  acknowledged  by  three  cheers.  A 
tolerably  stiff  breeze  was  blowing  in  from  the  south,  and  a  small  whale- 
boat  in  rounding  to  at  the  stern  of  the  A'essel  was  caught  by  the  wind 
and  capsized.  A  lady  and  two  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  boat  were 
thrown  into  the  water.  Some  alarm  was  created  by  this  unlooked-for 
catastrophe.    The  lady  clung  to  the  edge  of  the  boat  most  courageously, 
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and  the  "whole  three  were  speedily  rescued  without  suffering  anything 
further  than  a  rather  unpleasant  immersion. 

The  Shenandoah  has  brought  eleven  prisoners  to  this  port,  including 
Mrs.  Nichols,  the  wife  of  Captain  Nichols,  and  the  stewardess  of  the 
Delphine,  last  captured.  They  all  went  on  shore  yesterday  morning. 
At  sea  the  prisoners  were  kept  in  irons  at  night,  except  those  on  parole. 
No  complaint  as  to  treatment  received  on  board  has  been  made  by  any 
of  the  prisoners.  The  officers  of  the  confederate  ship  visited  the  city 
yesterday  and  inspected  the  different  public  places,  including  the  legis- 
lative assembly. 

The  Shenandoah,  one  of  the  latest  adjuncts  to  the  confederate  navy,  is 
a  vessel  of  1,160  tons  English  register,  and  about  1,400  American.  She 
was  built  in  the  Clyde  a  short  time  ago,  and  having  become  the  prop- 
erty of  the  confederate  government,  sailed  from  the  East  India,  docks 
for  Madeira.  Her  appearance  is  that  of  a  merchant  clipper,  and  were  it 
not  that  the  muzzle  of  four  guns  peered  from  the  ports  of  her  broad- 
sides, no  one  would  ever  think  of  taking  her  for  a  man-of-war.  Her 
length  and  general  build  would  at  once  indicate  her  as  being  a  fast 
sailer,  and  we  are  informed  that  her  average  is  thirteen  knots ;  while 
under  reefed  canvas  she  has  frequently  gone  at  the  speed  of  eleven  knots. 
The  upper  deck  of  the  Shenandoah  presents  no  extraordinary  features. 
Her  armanent  consists  of  eight  guns.  Forward  there  are  two  thirty-two 
pounders,  rifled  Whitworths;  amidships,  four  sixty -eight  pounders, 
smooth-bore ;  and  aft,  two  small  twelve-pounders.  The  'tween-decks 
are  very  lofty,  being  about  eight  feet  in  height.  The  space  is  kept  clear, 
and  with  the  exception  of  a  small  table  and  two  or  three  cushioned 
forms,  nothing  obstructs  the  center  of  this  deck.  Even  the  hammocks 
of  the  crew  are  stowed  out  of  reach,  and  all  the  furniture  and  effects 
visible  are  a  few  neat-looking  trunks,  which,  from  their  appearance,  seem 
to  have  been  taken  from  some  prize  vessel.  The  cabin  is  the  ordinary 
saloon  of  a  merchant  ship.  The  state-rooms,  two  good-sized  apartments, 
are  occupied  by  Captain  Waddell.  Nearly  all  the  furniture  they  contain 
has  been  incked  up  on  the  cruise,  a  sofa  from  one  prize,  a  chair  from 
another,  and  so  on  with  all  the  articles.  The  saloon  is  the  wardrobe  for 
the  officers,  and  their  sleeping  rooms  are  ranged  on  either  side  of  the 
cabin.  They,  too,  have  been  fitted  up  in  the  same  manner  as  the  com- 
mander's. 

Having  said  so  much  about  the  vessel,  we  now  turn  to  the  crew.  The 
commissioned  officers  number  about  twenty,  a  very  large  ijroportion, 
considering  the  smallaess  of  the  crew.  The  officers  wear  a  gray  uniform 
with  gold  facings,  and  Captain  Waddell  wears  two  gold  bands  around 
the  sleeves,  denoting  his  rank,  after  the  fashion  of  tlie  officers  of  the 
British  navy.  Captain  Waddell,  whose  personal  appearance  is  highly 
prepossessing,  is  a  thorough  sailor.  He  has  been  twenty-three  years  in 
the  American  Navy,  and  on  the  commencement  of  hostilities  he  pro- 
ceeded to  South  Carolina  to  fight  for  his  State  in  the  cause  of  the  South. 
Among  the  number  of  her  officers  are  three  who  have  served  in  the 
Alabama,  and  were  in  her  when  she  was  sunk  by  the  Kearsarge  off 
CHerbourg.  They  are  Mr.  Bullock,  the  inaster,  Mr.  Smith,  the  pay- 
master, who  was  the  captain's  clerk,  and  Mr.  O'Brien,  the  engineer,  then 
third  assistant  engineer.  The  crew  are  seventy -five  in  number  and  com- 
prise natives  of  nearly  every  country  in  Europe,  and  one  or  two  negroes, 
but  the  majority  are  British  subjects.  '  On  ordinary  service  they  wear  a 
rough,  grayish-brown  uniform  dress.  A  very  large  number  of  the  men 
have  joined  since  leaving  the  port  of  departure,  and  have  been  captured 
in  the  prizes.    They  are  a  happy  and  ai)parently  well-contented  lot,  ex- 
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press  great  confidence  in  their  commander,  and  are  well  pleased  with 
the  service  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

We  now  proceed  to  give  some  account  of  the  Shenandoah  from  the 
time  of  her  setting  out  on  her  present  cruise,  some  three  months  ago. 
On  the  8th  of  October,  1864,  a  small  party  left  Liverpool  in  a  steamer 
called  the  Laurel,  and  on  the  14th  of  the  same  month  arrived  at  Punchal, 
the  capital  of  the  island  of  Madeira.  There  she  was  regarded  as  a 
thorough  blockade  runner  in  the  confederate  service,  but  the  men  were 
not  allowed  to  go  on  shore.  Some  short  time  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
the  Laurel  some  Polish  passengers  had  visited  the  island,  and  quitted 
forgetting  the  hotel  accounts  they  left  behind  them,  and  the  inhabitants 
were  made  to  believe  that  the  crew  of  the  Laurel  were  men  belonging 
to  the  same  nation,  sans  argent,  so  that  their  presence  on  shore  was  not 
much  cared  about,  at  least  by  the  hotel -keepers.  On  the  18th  of  October 
a  vessel  entered  the  harbor  and  steamed  up  to  the  east  side  close  along- 
side the  Laurel.  This  vessel  was  the  steamer  now  in  Hobson's  Bay. 
She  had  arrived  from  London,  having  been  purchased  there  for  £45,000, 
and  the  crew,  a  part  of  them,  of  the  small  steamer  having  been  trans- 
ferred on  board  the  new  purchase,  she  quitted  the  harbor,  and  when  far 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Portugal  the  confederate  flag  was  hoisted, 
and  the  vessel  was  christened  the  Shenandoah.  Not  a  box  had  been 
opened  up  to  this  time,  and  now  Captain  Waddell  found  himself  in  com- 
mand of  a  ship  of  war  commissioned  and  equipped  to  deal  destruction 
to  the  merchant  service  of  the  Federal  States.  The  crew  at  this  time 
only  consisted  of  twenty-three  officers  and  men,  a  very  small  comple- 
ment indeed  for  a  vessel  of  this  size.  After  deducting  the  number  re- 
quired for  the  engineer's  department,  stewards,  &c.,  only  ten  remained 
for  working  the  vessel,  or  five  in  a  watch.  At  the  outset  all  was  con- 
fusion, but  the  officers  stripped  off  their  jackets  and  assisted  the  men. 
The  plan  adopted  was  to  steam  by  day  and  sail  by  night.  Captain 
Waddell  at  once  kept  out  in  the  ocean,  always  out  of  sight  of  land. 
On  the  29th  of  October,  in  latitude  16°  47'  N.,  longitude  26°  43'  W., 
when  the  Shenandoah  had  only  been  out  ten  days,  the  word  was  passed 
that  a  vessel  was  in  sight.  The  royals  were  set,  and  the  cruiser  bore 
down  in  chase  with  the  English  colors  flying.  The  stranger  hoisted  the 
American  flag,  and  a  gun  fired  across  his  bows  brought  him  to.  The 
vessel,  which  was  taken  as  a  prize,  proved  to  be  the  bark  Alina,  Cap- 
tain Staples,  with  a  cargo  of  railway  iron,  bound  for  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
from  thence  to  Akyab  for  rice.  The  master  aud  mate,  with  a  crew  of 
ten  men,  were  transferred  to  the  Shenandoah,  and  eight  of  the  men 
immediately  joined  the  confederate  service.  The  cargo  was  valued  at 
$38,000,  and  the  bark,  which  was  scuttled,  at  $50,000.  The  crew  of  the 
confederate  had  now  been  increased  to  twenty-nine  men  before  the  mast, 
and  tbe  ship  was  consequently  better  worked.  On  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber, at  daylight,  in  latitude  7°  38'  N.,  longitude  27°  49'  W.,  the  cruiser 
got  under  steam  and  proceeded  in  chase  of  a  schooner,  which  was 
reached  at  7.30  a.  m.  She  proved  to  be  the  Charter  Oak,  400  tons,  from 
Boston,  bound  to  San  Francisco,  with  an  assorted  cargo.  The  crew 
having  been  removed,'  she  was  burnt.  The  schooner  was  valued  at 
$22,000.  Captain  Oilman,  his  wife,  and  her  sister,  were  taken  on  board 
the  cruiser.  The  last  named  was  the  widow  of  a  corporal  in  the  Federal 
army  who  was  killed  at  Harper's  Feri'y.  Captain  Waddell  gave  her  his 
own  cabin,  and  the  whole  party  were  well  treated.  Private  property 
was  respected,  but  a  sum  of  $200  was  taken  from  Captain  Oilman  and 
given  to  his  wife  as  a  present  from  the  confederate  government,  on  the 
condition  which  she  promised  to  comply  with,  that  she  was  not  to  give 
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it  to  her  husband.  A  quantity  of  preserved  tomatoes  (about  2,000 
pounds  weight)  was  taken,  and  the  ship's  company  have  since  been 
living  upon  tomatoes.  On  the  7th  November,  two  days  afterward,  in 
latitude  6°  28'  N.,  and  longitude  27°  6'  W.,  the  bark  De  Godfrey,  bound 
from  Boston  to  Valparaiso,  was  fallen  in  with.  Her  cargo  consisted  of 
400  barrels  of  beef.  Her  crew  consisted  of  tweh^e  men,  nine  of  whom 
volunteered  to  join  the  southern  service.  The  vessel  was  burnt  and  the 
cargo  destroyed.  On  the  9th  of  November  a  Danish  brig  was  com- 
mimicated  with,  and  the  master  consented  to  take  Captain  Staples  and 
Hallett,  with  four  mates  and  two  men  who  had  been  captured,  in  con- 
sideration of  receiving  from  Captain  Waddell  a  chronometer,  a  barrel 
of  beef,  and  a  barrel  of  bread.  The  prisoners  were  transferred,  and  the 
brig  departed  on  her  way  to  Rio  Janeiro.  On  the  10th  of  November, 
at  daylight,  in  latitude  4°  20'  N.,  and  longitude  26°  39'  W.,  the  brig 
Susan  of  New  York,  Captain  Hansen,  was  captured,  with  a  cargo  of 
Cardiff  coal.  She  was  scuttled,  and  two  seamen  and  a  boy  were  shipped. 
The  master  himself  wanted  to  volunteer,  but  he  was  not  pressed.  When 
the  Susan  sank,  at  10.30  a.  m.,  she  went  down  bow  first,  and  the  main 
truck  sank  while  the  stern  was  above  the  surface  of  the,  water.  On  the 
12th  of  November,  in  latitude  2°  N.,  and  longitude  28°  W.,  the  clipper 
ship  Kate  Prince,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  was  seen.  She  was 
observed  in  the  evening  from  the  masthead  on  the  port  beam,  and  the 
course  of  the  Shenandoah  was  changed  so  as  to  cut  her  off.  All  the 
prisoners,  some  fifteen  in  number,  were  transferred  to  this  vessel,  which 
was  bound  to  Bahia  with  1,700  tons  of  coal.  The  cargo  was  sworn  to 
be  English,  and  Captain  Waddell  bonded  the  ship  for  $40,000.  Captain 
Sibley,  the  master,  in  return  sent  to  the  cruiser  two  barrels  of  potatoes. 
On  the  same  day  and  in  the  same  latitude,  the  bark  Adelaide,  of  Balti- 
more, bound  to  the  river  Plata,  hove  in  sight.  She  had  a  neutral  cargo 
on  board,  andthe  vessel  was  bonded  for  $23,000.  On  the  day  following, 
in  latitude  1°  40'  N.,  longitude  28°  24'  W.,  the  schooner  Lizzie  M.  Stacey,  of 
Boston,  bound  for  Honolulu,  Sandwich  Islands,  with  an  assorted  cargo, 
was  captured  and  burnt.  Her  crew,  three  in  number,  volunteered  for  the 
service.  Among  the  number  was  a  Baltimore  negro  named  Charles,  who, 
singularly  enough,  recognized  another  negro,  named  John,  captured  in  the 
De  GodfreJ^  The  two  niggers  had  lodged  in  the  same  house,  shipped  in 
different  vessels,  and  were  afterward  captured  by  the  same  cruiser 
witiiin  a  few  days  of  each  other.  About  this  time  Captain  Waddell  ob- 
served a  vessel  in  distress,  with  her  mainmast  cut  away.  She  would 
not  make  any  signal,  and,  although  there  were  five  vessels  around,  she 
would  not  notice  any  of  them.  Ou  the  24th  of  November  the  Shenan- 
doah started  in  chase  of  the  ship  Eubens,  of  Stockholm,  bound  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but  did  not  succeed  in  coming  up  to  her.  This 
was  in  latitude  24°  44'  S.,  longitude  31°  28'  W.'  She  also  showed  colors 
to  an  English  ship  on  the  same  day.  On  the  4th  December,  in  latitude 
34°  47'  S.,  longitude  12°30' W.,  the  whaling  bark  Edward  was  captured 
and  burnt,  after  the  stores  had  been  removed.  One  seaman  was  shipped, 
but  the  remainder,  consisting  of  Portuguese,  were  not  pressed.  They 
were  afterward  landed,  with  other  .prisoners,  at  Tristan  d'Acunha,  on 
the  27th  of  December.  Captain  Waddell  here  bought  some  beef  and 
sheep,  and,  in  return,  gave  the  inhabitants  sixty  day's  salt  provisions. 
The  last  capture  was  made  on  the  29th  of  December,  in  latitude  39°  10' 
S.,  longitude  69°  E.,  the  bark  Delphine,  captain  Nichols,  bound  for 
Akyab,  from  London,  for  a  load  of  rice.  She  had  on  board  about  300 
tons  of  cargo.  The  vessel  was  burnt,  and  the  crew,  eight  in  number, 
were  shipped  on  board  the  confederate.     On  one  occasion  the  Shenan- 
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doah  chased  a  steamer  which  was  proceeding  with  all  sails  set.  After 
going  three  or  four  miles,  an  impression  was  formed  that  she  was  a 
British  man-of-war,  and  the  chase  was  -at  once  abandoned.  Since  his 
arrival,  in  port.  Captain  Waddell  believes  this  vessel  to  have  been  Her 
Majesty's  steamer  Brisk,  recently  arrived  at  Sydney.  The  process  of 
boarding  was  always  looked  forward  to  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Shenandoah  with  the  greatest  interest.  Everything  worth  having  was 
first  taken  from  the  prizes,  and  the  hatches,  after  being  filled  with  straw 
and  tar,  were  set  alight. 

Although  the  ordinary  dress  of  the  confederate  service  appears  to  be 
a  dark  brown,  the  men  are  habited  in  various  costumes,  as  occasion 
requires.  At  one  time  the  cruiser,  with  stars  and  stripes  flying,  bore 
down  upon  a  vessel,  and,  in  answer  to  the  usual  hail,  announced  herself 
as  a  Federal  man-of-war,  but  the  stranger  replied  by  hoisting  Danish 
colors.  Sunday  has  always  been  strictly  kept  on  board,  and  on  that 
day  no  manner  of  work,  further  than  that  actually  required  for  working 
the  vessel,  has  been  accomplished.  From  the  latitude  of  the  Cape  the 
Shenandoah  has  come  direct  under  sail  to  this  coast  Avithout  calling  at 
any  place.  Captain  Waddell  requires  to  remain  in  this  port  a  few  days 
in  order  to  repair  the  vessel's  machinery,  and  as  an  earnest  of  his  inten- 
tion, Messrs.  Langlands  &  Co.  have  been  engaged  to  effect  the  necessary 
repairs.  Captain  Nichols,  of  the  bark  Delphine,  states  that  when  his 
ship  was  boarded  the  papers  were  examined,  and,  being  found  Ameri- 
can, were  taken  possession  of,  with  the  nautical  instruments  and  the 
provisions  which  were  required,  before  the  ship  was  burnt.  The  persons 
taken  off  consisted  of  the  captain,  eleven  men,.and  a  steward ;  also  Mrs. 
Nichols  and  child.  Several  ships  were  hailed,  but  they  all  showed  Eng- 
lish colors.  The  papers  of  the  Nimrod,  formerly  the  Sancho  Panza, 
bound  to  Adelaide,  were  investigated.  We  understand  there  is  a 
nephew  of  General  Lee,  Mr.  Sydney  Smith  Lee,  on  board  the  confede- 
rate ship.  In  conclusion,  we  may  mention  that  Captain  Waddell  has 
most  courteously  thrown  his  vessel  open  toJ;he  inspection  of  the  public, 
and  that  steamers  and  small  boats  ply  to  and  fro  at  all  hours  of  the  day. 


[From  the  Age  of  February  2,  1865.] 

In  the  legislative  assembly  yesterday,  the  speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half  past  four  o'clock. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  the  miners,  storekeepers,  and  other 
residents  in  Eaywood,  in  favor  of  the  tariff.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Crews, 
Mr.  M'Culloch  stated  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  government  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  police  force,  and  that 
the  twenty-fourth  clause  of  the  present  act  had  been  repealed.  Mr. 
Berry  asked  Mr.  M'Culloch  whether  the  government  intended  to  take 
any  action  with  regard  to  the  ship  Shenandoah,  now  at  anchor  in  Hob- 
son's  Bay,  which  ship,  he  stated,  was  the  Sea  King,  reported  to  have 
been  wrecked,  but  now  sailing  under  another  name.  This  statement  he 
proposed  by  means  of  a  letter  received  from  him  by  a  lady,  which 
showed  this  to  be  the  identical  vessel.  He  asked,  further,  whether  it 
was  intended  to  confiscate  the  Shenandoah  and  punish  her  officers  for  a 
misdemeanor,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  neutrality  proc- 
lamation. Mr.  M'Culloch  stated  the  government  had  had  the  matter 
under  their  consideration ;  and,  besides  having  the  neutrality  proclama- 
tion before  them,  had  also  had  a  private  dispatch  from  the  imperial  gov- 
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ernment,  stating  what  had  been  done  in  a  similar  case,  and  that  it  had 
been  found  that  they  could  not  treat  the  Shenandoah  as  a  pirate,  and 
had  not  the  power  to  interfere,  but  were  bound  to  allow  her  to  provis- 
ion, and-  to  effect  such  necessary  repairs  as  were  required  to  render  her 
seaworthy. 

THE   SHENANDOAH. 

Mr.  Berry  called  the  attention  of  the  honorable  the  chief  secretary  to 
the  infringement  of  the  neutrality  proclamation  by  a  vessel  styled  the 
Shenandoah,  now  in  Hobson's  Bay  ;  and  asked  whether  the  government 
intended  to  take  steps  to  confiscate  the  vessel  and  to  punish  the  officers 
for  a  misdemeanor,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  proc- 
lamation. In  doing  so,  he  remarked  that  the  action  of  the  govern- 
ment or  of  the  people  of  this  colony  in  respect  to  a  vessel  of  the  kind 
referred  to  might  lead  to  complications  between  the  mother  country  and 
a  country  with  which  she  was  on  friendly  relations.  He  did  not  wish 
to  interfere  in  any  way  as  between  the  belligerents,  but  he  looked  at  the 
matter  solely  from  an  English  point  of  view;  and,  looking  at  it  in  that 
light,  he  considered  that  the  neutrality  proclamation  had  been  invaded. 

The  speaker  informed  the  honorable  member  that,  in  asking  a  ques- 
tion, he  was  not  allowed  to  state  his  opinions,  but  must  confine  himself 
to  a  statement  of  facts. 

Mr.  Berry  said  he  believed  it  would  not  be  denied  that  the  evidence 
was  quite  clear  that  the  vessel  now  in  the  bay  was  the  Sea  King.  [A 
voice  :,  No.]  An  honorable  member  said  there  was  no  evidence.  Now 
he  maintained  that  there  was  abundance  of  evidence.  The  Sea  King, 
with  a  cargo  of  coals,  sailed  from  London  for  Bombay,  on  the  8th  of 
October  last.  All  that  had  been  heard  of  that  vessel  since,  that  he  was 
aware  of,  was  by  a  report  in  an  English  paper  that  reached  this  colony 
some  time  back,  and  in  a  letter  in  a  Manchester  paper,  written  by  one 
of  the  men  who  left  London  in  the  Sea  King,  and  returned  home.  In 
that  letter  it  was  stated  that  the  confederate  cruiser  Shenandoah  was 
the  Sea  King,  and  that  the  men  who  formed  the  crew  went  out  in  the 
Laurel.  During  the  last  few  days,  since  the  vessel  was  in  port,  it  was 
a  matter  of  common  report,  and  had  been  stated  in  the  newspapers, 
that  she  was  the  Sea  King.  But  he  had  had  jDlaced  before  him  stronger 
evidence.  He  had  seen  the  depositions  of  one  of  the  prisoners,  who 
said  that  during  the  passage  the  captain  and  officers  stated  that  the 
vessel  was  the  Sea  King,  and  that  the  chief  officer  went  out  in  her  from 
London,  while  the  captain  went  in  the  Laurel,  in  which  vessel  the  arma- 
ment for  the  Shenandoah  was  conveyed  out  to  Madeira,  packed  in  boxes. 
That  being  the  case,  and  as  the  vessel  had  never  been  in  a  port  in  any 
other  country,  she  would,  had  she  returned  to  a  British  port,  have  been 
seized  and  condemned.  He  maintained  that  there  was  no  difference  in 
respect  to  the  way  in  which  she  should  be  dealt  with  because  she  had 
arrived  in  a  distant  port.  The  government  of  the  colony  was  as  much 
bound  to  carry  out  the  neutrality  laws  here  as  they  would  be  within  the 
bounds  of  the  mother  country.  He.  thought  there  was  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  demand  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  as  to  how  a  British  ves- 
sel clearing  out  from  a  British  port  had  entered  on  the  piratical  course 
of  destroying  vessels  at  sea,  many  of  which  were  loaded  with  English 
cargo,  owned  by  English  merchants.  The  second  section  of  the  procla- 
mation to  which  he  had  referred  stated  that  not  only  was  it  a  misde- 
meanor to  fit  out,  arm,  and  send  a  vessel  to  sea,  but  also  that  the  vessel 
should  be  liable  to  confiscation  by  any  officer  of  competent  jurisdiction 
in  Her  Majesty's  dominions.  If  this  vessel  was  proved  to  be  the  Sea 
42  A  C— VI 
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King — and  he  held  there  was  abundant  evidence  that  she  was — she 
ought  to  be  confiscated,  leaving  out  of  the  question  altogether  the  par- 
ties who  might  be  indictable  for  a  misdemeanor.  His  only  object  in 
calling  the  attention  of  the  chief  secretary  to  this  matter  was  that  the 
facts  might  be  brought  prominently  and  unmistakably  under  the  notice 
of  the  government,  who,  he  took  it,  were  as  strictly  anxious  to  enforce  ' 
the  spirit  of  the  proclamation  as  the  home  government  could  be.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  war  there  was  considerable  looseness  in  the 
conduct  of  the  home  government,  but  there  had  been  no  looseness  lately. 
The  honorable  the  chief  secretary  would  bear  in  mind  that  the  "  rams  " 
fitted  out  by  Mr.  Laird  were  seized  by  the  government ;  and  that,  as 
they  Avere  informed  by  the  last  mail,  a  number  of  persons  were  seized  iu 
Liverpool  under  the  first  clause  of  the  proclamation,  which  was  directed 
to  the  prevention  of  enlistment.  That  showed  that  the  British  govern- 
ment was  now  stictly  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  neutralitj'  procla- 
mation, and  that  should  be  an  additional  reason  for  attention  being 
given  to  it  here.  He  believed  that  for  all  the  vessels  that  had  been 
destroyed  by  the  Shenandoah,  the  Federal  Government  Avould,  at  some 
future  time,  claim  <;ompeusation.  That  vessel,  so  far  as  they  could 
judge,  had  no  authority  from  the  confederate  government  to  act  as  she 
was  doing.  If  this  vessel  was  the  Sea  King,  and  if  she  sailed  on  a 
voyage  to  Bombay,  and  was  seized  against  the  will  of  her  owners  and 
converted  into  a  pirate,  she  ought  to  be  taken  possession  of  for  the 
owners  ;  and  if  she  was  so  converted  with  the  consent  of  the  owners, 
then  she  ought  to  be  confiscated  under  the  second  clause  of  the  neutral- 
ity proclamation.  At  any  rate,  he  thought  there  was  abundant  evidence 
to  requii'e  a  scrutiny  to  be  made  as  to  this  vessel. 

Mr.  M'Culloch  admitted  that  this  was  a  most  imx^ortant  question,  and 
one  that  ought  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  very  cautions  manner.  He  thought 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  it  would  not  be  well  for  this  legisla- 
ture to  enter  on  a  discussion  of  the  various  matters  that  would  be 
brought  forward  and  allegations  affecting  this  vessel,  as  those  might  be 
made  the  subject  of  inquiry  by  the  imperial  parliament.  [Cheers.]  It 
was  said  by  the  honorable  member  for  OoUingwood  that  this  vessel  was 
the  Sea  King.  But  what  proof  was  there  of  that  ?  [Cheers.j  All  the 
evidence  they  had  was  a  newspaper  report  and  a  letter  in  a  Manchester 
paper.  The  honorable  member  had  not  brought  forward  any  other  evi- 
dence than  that.  Still  he  said  there  was  proof.  It  was  said  there  were 
the  letters  "  ing"  on  her  side,  which  lead  to  the  belief  that  she  was  the 
Sea  King.  But  was  that  proof?  [Cheers.]  Although,  however,  there 
was  proof  that  this  A'essel  was  the  Sea  King,  he  questioned  whether 
this  government  could  deal  with  this  ship  as  a  pirate.  [Cheers.]  Dur- 
ing the  last  week  the  government  had  given  a  considerable  amount  of 
attention  to  this  question,  desiring  to  carry  out  strictly  the  rules  with 
reference  to  such  vessels ;  and  with  that  view  they  had  had  under  con- 
sideration, not  only  the  neutrality  proclamation,  but  also  dispatches 
from  the  imperial  government  regarding  such  cases.  They  had  also 
had  brought  before  them  a  case  exactly  similar  to  the  case  of  this  vessel. 
All  the  circumstances  were  exactly  similar  to  those  of  this  case.  The 
government  having  considered  this  case,  and  well  weighed  it,  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  would  not  be  justified  in  treating  this  ves- 
sel as  a  pirate ;  but  they  would  insist  upon  strict  neutrality  being  ob- 
served, and  the  vessel  would  only  be  allowed  to  remain  in  port  so  long 
as  was  necessary  for  her  to  take  in  what  was  necessary  for  the  support 
of  her  crew,  and  to  have  such  repairs  effected  as  were  required  to  enable 
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her  again  safely  to  go  to  sea.  [Cheers.]  The  government  felt  they 
could  not  go  any  further  in  this  matter.     [Cheers.] 

Mr.  Berry  stated  that  as  the  honorable  the  chief  secretary  had  denied 
that  there  was  sufiicient  proof  that  this  was  the  Sea  King,  he  would 
like  to  make  the  matter  complete  by  reading  a  deposition  that  was  made 
•that  day,  in  his  presence,  by  one  of  the  prisoners  she  brought  here. 

Mr.  Higinbotham  said  he  must  object  to  the  course  taken  by  the  hon- 
orable member.  [Cheers.]  If  the  honorable  member  had  evidence  he 
could  submit  to  the  government,  that  was  not  the  proper  place  to  bring 
it  forward.  [Cheers.]  He  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  honora- 
ble member  should  not  read  documents  in  the  house  that  ought  to  be 
laid  only  before  the  government. 

Mr.  O'Shanassy  thought  that  the  colonial  government  was  not  the 
proper  authority  to  deal  with  this  matter.  He  concurred  in  what  had 
been  stated  by  the  honorable  the  attorney  general,  that  ex  parte  state- 
ments, taken  by  any  party,  should  not  be  read  in  that  house.  They 
ought  to  deal  with  the  utmost  impartiality  in  this  matter,  which  was  the 
best  way  to  secure  the  countenance,  so  far  as  they  could,  of  the  friendly 
relations  between  the  mother  country  and  the  Federal  Government. 
The  Alabama,  when  she  visited  Cherbourg,  was  allowed  to  remain 
there  for  some  time,  and  get  supplies  and  repairs ;  and  the  Florida  was 
allowed  to  lie  in  the  port  of  Brest  for  three  or  four  months.  They 
could  not  do  better,  in  his  opinion,  than  follow  the  example  of  a  nation 
that  had  had  so  much  experience  in  those  matters.  He  thought  the  hon- 
orable member  might  well  now  let  the  matter  drop. 

Mr.  Lalor  considered  that  it  was  wrong  to  discuss  the  matter  in  that 
house  at  all.  His  excellency,  he  considered,  alone  had  full  power  to 
deal  with  the  matter.  It  was  wrong  to  bring  the  matter  forward  here 
and  compel  persons  to  take  different  sides.  If  the  honorable  member 
were  to  do  so,  he  ought  to  give  notice  of  motion,  so  that  the  question 
might  be  fairly  discussed. 

The  subject  then  dropped. 


[From  the  Argus  of  February  2, 1865.] 

A  discussion  arising  out  of  the  presence  in  Victorian  waters  of  the 
confederate  war  steamer  Shenandoah,  took  place  in  the  legislative 
assembly  yesterday.  Mr.  Berry,  who  initiated  the  discussion,  called 
attention  to  the  Queen's  proclamation  of  May,  1861,  declaring  that  the 
arming  and  sending  out  of  vessels,  with  the  view  of  handing  them  over, 
by  sale  or  otherwise,  to  a  belligerent,  was  a  misdemeanor,  and  that  the 
vessel  was  liable  to  confiscation  by  any  ofllcer  having  competent  juris- 
diction in  any  port  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions.  There  was  abundant 
evidence  (said  Mr.  Berry)  that  the  vessel  now  in  Hobsou's  Bay  was  the 
Sea  King,  which  cleared  from  London  about  the  8th  of  October  for  Bom- 
bay, with  a  cargo  of  coals;  and  that  she  had  destroyed  vessels  at  sea, 
some  of  them  being  loaded  with  cargo  belonging  to  British  subjects. 
He  held  that  there  should  be  as  great  an  observance  of  neutrality  laws 
here  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  British  empire ;  and  he  begged  to  ask 
whether  the  government  intended  to  take  steps  to  confiscate  the  Shen- 
andoah, and  to  punish  the  officers  for  a  misdemeanor.  The  chief  secre- 
tary observed  that,  beyond  reports  and  rumors,  there  was  no  proof  that 
the  confederate  vessel  was  formerly  the  Sea  King.  At  the  same  time 
the  government  were  fully  aUve  to  the  importance  of  the  subject.    Dur- 
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ing  the  last  week  tliey  had  given  considerable  attention  to  the  question ; 
and  they  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that,  on  the  information  before 
them,  they  woiild  not  be  justified  in  treating  the  Shenandoah  as  a  pirate. 
It  would,  however,  be  the  duty  of  the  government  to  see  that  strict 
nevTtrality  was  maintained,  and  with  that  view  the  vessel  would  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  port  only  so  long  as  would  be  actually  necessary 
for  victualing  and  repairs. 


Wednesday,  February  1. 
The  speaker  took  the  chair  at  half  past  four  o'clock. 

THE   CONFEDERATE   WAR   STEAMER  SHENANDOAH. 

Mr.  Berry,  in  rising  to  call  the  attention  of  the  government  to  this 
subject,  would  briefly  state  the  object  he  had  in  view.  That  object  was 
simijly  that  no  act  of  the  government  or  people  of  this  colony  should 
teud  to  complicate  the  relations  of  the  mother  country  with  a  friendly 
,nation.  He  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  the  question  of  the  rights  of 
either  of  the  two  belligerents  at  all,  but  only  to  deal  with  the  question 
from  an  English  point  of  view — ["O,"] — and  to  see  whether  the  procla- 
mation made  by  Her  Majesty  in  1861  had  not  been  grossly  violated  in  the 
matter  of  a  vessel  now  lying  in  Hobson's  Bay. 

The  Speaker  called  the  honorable  member  to  order.  In  putting  a 
question-  no  honorable  member  was  allowed  to  state  an  opinion  or  to  go 
beyond  the  mere  facts  of  the  case.  [Hear,  hear.]  Otherwise  there  was 
no  knowing  what  discussion  might  not  ensue. 

Mr.  Berry  intended  strictly  to  confine  himself  to  a  mere  statement 
of  facts.  He  believed  that  it  would  not  be  denied  that  evidence  existed 
in  this  city  that  clearly  and  unmistakably  showed  the  real  name  of  this 
vessel  to  be  the  Sea  King,  because  on  that  fact  he  founded  nearly  the 
whole  of  his  remarks. 

An  honorable  Mejiber.  There  is  no  such  evidence. 

Mr.  Berry  continued  to  say  that  the  Sea  King  was  a  vessel  which 
sailed  from  London  about  the  8th  of  October  last,  bound  for  Bombay, 
with  a  cargo  of  coals,  and  all  that  was  heard  of  her  since,  that  he  was 
aware  of,  was  a  report  which  reached  this  country  in  an  English  jjaper, 
some  time  back.  He  had  found  it  in  a  Manchester  paper  of  November 
19th  last,  which  alluded  to  her  under  the  title  of  "the  confederate 
cruiser  Shenandoah,  late  Sea  King."    The  paper  stated : 

"We  received  a  letter  yesterday  from  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Sea  King, 
who  returned  to-  England  in  the  African  steamer  Calabar.  The  men 
state  that  the  Sea  King  is  now  called  the  Shenandoah." 

So  the  paper  went  on  to  allude  to  the  men  who  came  back  after 
having  gone  out  in  the  Laurel,  and  this  was  an  important  part  of 
the  facts  of  the  case.  In  addition  to  that,  he  believed  that  within 
the  last  few  days,  since  this  vessel  had  arrived  in  Hobson's  Bay,  it 
had  become  a  matter  of  public  report — never  denied,  and  stated  in  the 
public  newspapers — that  she  was  without  doubt  the  Sea  King.  Be- 
sides, he  had  had  placed  personally  before  him  still  stronger  evidence 
that  such  was  the  case.  He  had  seen  the  depositions  of  prisoners 
taken  out  of  different  vessels,  who  stated  that  it  was  openly  admitted 
on  board,  both  by  the  captain  and  officers,  that  the  original  name  of 
this  particular  vessel  was  the  Sea  King.  In  fact,  the  first  lieutenant 
of  the  Shenandoah  came  out  in  the  Sea  King,  while  the  captain  and 
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the  rest  of  the  officers  came  out  in  the  Laurel,  and  then  joined  the  first 
vessel  at  the  island  of  Madeira.  The  armament  of  the  Sea  King  was, 
it  seemed,  brought  out  by  the  Laurel,  packed  in  boxes,  and  so  put 
on  board.  The  position  he  took  up  was,  that  under  the  proclamation 
of  neutrality  by  Her  Majesty,  had  the  Shenandoah  returned  to  any 
English  port  after  having  destroyed  other  vessels,  she  would  have  been 
instantly  seized  and  condemned,  and  he  could  see  no  reason  why,  be- 
cause she  had  gone  a  much  greater  distance,  and  arrived  at  a  colony  of 
the  British  empire,  that  she  should  be  treated  differently.  The  colony 
was  a  part  of  the  British  empire,  and  the  government  were  bound  to 
carry  out  the  neutrality  laws  as  if  we  were  within  the  bounds  of  the 
mother  country  herself.  It  was  not  necessary  to  state  any  farther  facts 
on  this  part  of  her  case.  At  all  events  sufficient  evidence  had  been 
given  to  cause  inquiry  as  to  how  it  was  that  a  British  vessel,  sailing  for 
a  peaceful  voyage  to  Bombay,  and  having  subsequently  gone  into 
another  port,  suddenly  appeared  in  another  part  of  the  British  empire 
after  having  destroyed  many  vessels  at  sea,  some  of  them  loaded  with 
English  cargo  and  owned  by  Englishmen.  If  that  were  the  case  it 
would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  read  any  portion  of  the  proclamation 
on  the  strength  of  which  he  had  now  spoken.  It  was  no  doubt  well 
known  to  the  government  that  by  the  second  section  it  was  not  only 
made  a  misdemeanor  to  arm  or  fit  out  such  vessels,  but  also  to  send 
ships  out  to  sea  with  a  view  of  handing  them  over,  by  sale  or  otherwise, 
to  either  of  the  belligerents.  Such  persons  were  not  only  made  subiect 
to  punishment,  but  their  ships  were  liable  to  confiscation  by  any  officer 
having  competent  jurisdiction  within  the  British  dominions.  He  had 
stated  the  fact  without  reference  to  individuals.  If  this  vessel  were 
proved  to  be  the  Sea  King — and  there  was  abundant  evidence  for  the 
government  that  she  was — he  wished  to  inquire  why  the  confiscation  of 
the  vessel  was  not  carried  out  under  the  neutrality  proclamation,  leav- 
ing out  of  the  question  who  were  the  parties  or  their  representatives 
indictable  for  misdemeanor.  He  doubted  if  he  need  go  further.  The 
only  object  he  could  possibly  have  was  that  the  facts  should  be  promi- 
nently and  unmistakably  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  government. 
He  took  it  that  they  would  be  anxious  to  enforce  the  spirit  of  this  proc- 
lamation the  same  as  at  home.  [Mr.  Francis.  "Hear,  hear."]  He 
would,  however,  point  out  that  whatever  might  have  been  the  looseness 
of  the  construction  of  this  proclamation  in  the  earlier  stages-  of  the  war, 
there  was  no  such  looseness  on  the  part  of  the  English  government  now. 
The  honorable  chief  secretary  would  bear  in  mind  that  the  rams  fitted 
out  in  Laird's  yards  were  stopped  by  the  British  government,  and,  on 
the  other  side,  the  last  mail  brought  news  that  certain  passengers  and 
emigrants  from  Livetpool  to  North  America  were  also  stopped  under 
the  first  clause  of  this  proclamation,  which  prevented  enlistment  for 
either  of  the  belligerents.  The  fact  of  the  British  government  enforc- 
ing this  proclamation  so  strictly  supplied  important  additional  reasons 
why  every  attention  and  care  should  be  given  to  the  subject  here.  It 
must  be  within  the  knowledge  and  memory  of  the  honorable  chief  secre- 
tary that  all  the  vessels  destroyed  on  such  a  cruise  as  that  of  the  vessel 
now  in  Hobson's  Bay  would  at  some  future  time  be  claimed  by  the 
American  G-overnment  from  the  British  government.  Here  was  this 
vessel.  She  had  touched  at  no  port,  and  no  one  could  tell  whether  or 
not  she  had  authority  from  the  confederate  government,  because  there 
was  no  authority  here  to  test  the  validity  of  a  confederate  commission. 
It  must  be  clear  to  any  mind  that  the  parties  in  possession  of  this  ves- 
sel were  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.    If  she  were  the  Sea  King 
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The  Speaker.  The  honorable  member  is  not  in  order. 
•  Mr.  Berry  would  only  say  that  if  she  were  the  Sea  King,  on  her 
foyage  to  Bombay,  as  the  declaration  stated,  she  might  have  been 
seized  against  the  will  of  her  owners,  and  so  converted  into  a  pirate. 
If  so,  she  was  subject  to  be  dealt  with  as  having  been  taken  against 
the  will  of  her  owners.  If  she  could  not  be  dealt  with  as  a  pirate,  the 
owners  were  on  the  other  horn  of  the  dilemma,  inasmuch  as  she  had 
committed  a  breach  of  the  second  clause  of  the  proclamation  to  which 
he  had  alluded,  and  should  be  on  that  ground  confiscated  by  the  gov- 
ernment. Having  brought  this  matter  forward,  he  should  conclude  by 
saying  that  he  was  quite  sure  there  was  abundance  of  evidence  to  prove 
that  the  vessel  in  question  was  the  Sea  King,  and  ask  the  honorable 
chief  secretary,  pursuant  to  notice,  whether  the  government  intended 
to  take  steps  to  confiscate  this  vessel  and  to  punish  the  oflicers  for  a 
misdemeanor  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  the  proclamation 
alluded  to? 

Mr.  M'Ctjlloch,  in  reply,  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  ques- 
tion was  a  most  important  one,  and  should  be  dealt  with  in  a  most  cautiou 
manner.  [Hear,  hear.]  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  i 
would  be  well  if,  at  this  present  time,  the  house  did  not  go  as  fully  int 
the  discussion  of  the  various  matters  and  alleged  facts  respecting  thi 
ship  as  will  be  required  in  the  imijerial  Parliament.  The  honorable 
member  had  stated  that  this  vessel  was  the  Sea  King,  but  what  proof 
had  he?  [Cries  of  " Hear,  hear,"  from  all  parts  of  the  house.]  There 
were  the  newspaper  reports  and  a  letter  addressed  to  a  newspaper  in 
Manchester  that  the  Shenandoah  was  the  Sea  King,  but  the  honorable 
member  had  not  brought  forward  one  single  particle  of  proof  to  substan- 
tiate anything  that  went  beyond  that.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  said  reports 
were  going  abroad  in  this  city,  and  he  (Mr.  McCulIoch)  had  heard  it 
stated  that  the  remains  of  the  words  "  Sea  King "  were  to  be  seen 
on  the  sides  of  the  ship,  but  was  that  any  evidence  of  the  trans- 
fer which  it  was  said  had  taken  place!  [Hear,  hear.]  And  even 
if  such  were  the  case,  it  was  a  question  if  the  government  could  deal 
with  the  ship  as  a  inrate.  ["  Hear,  hear,"  and  cheers.]  The  govern- 
ment had  done  a  great  deal  in  discussing  this  question.  For  the  last 
week  they  had  given  a  considerable  amount  of  attention  to  it,  desiring 
to  observe  as  strictly  as  possible  the  rules  laid  down  for  the  guidance 
of  this  and  all  other  colonial  governments.  In  dealing  with  this  vessel 
they  had  not  only  to  consider  the  terms  of  the  proclamation  referred 
to,  but  also  the  confidential  instructions  from  the  home  government; 
and,  moreover,  they  had  had  brought  before  them  the  case  of  a  vessel 
in  exactly  the  same  position  as  the  Shenandoah.  All  the  circumstances 
which  occurred  with  regard  to  this  other  vessel  were  in  the  possession 
of  the  government,  and  would  be  weighed  in  connection  with  the  pres- 
ent matter,  but  he  believed  the  government  would  not  be  at  all  justified 
in  treating  this  vessel  as  a  pirate.  [Cheers.]  While  insisting  as  a 
matter  of  course  that  strict  neutrality  should  be  maintained  as  far  as 
possible,  he  would  observe  that  the  vessel  had  only  been  allowed  to 
remain  in  port  so  long  as  was  necessary  for  taking  on  board  the  supplies 
•  necessary  for  the  support  of  her  crew  and  to  complete  repairs  which 
were  necessary  to  allow  the  ship  to  go  to  sea.  Beyond  this  the  govern- 
ment would  not  move  in  the  matter.     ["Hear,  hear,"  and  cheers.] 

Mr.  Berry,  before  the  discussion  closed,  wished  to  say  that  he  had 
omitted  a  good  deal  of  what  might  be  brought  forward,  being  in  expecta- 
tion that  his  statement  would  not  have  been  denied.  He  would  like, 
to  make  his  case  complete,  to  read,  for  the  information  of  the  chief  sec- 
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retary,  a  deposition  given  in  his  presence  that  day  by  one  of  the  pas- 
sengers, a  lady,  taken  by  this  vessel,  j Cries  of  "Order,"  and  "No, 
no."]  If  the  matter  was  of  the  importance  stated,  any  information  given 
to  the  government  ought  to  be  freely  availed  of  by  them.  It  was  only, 
a  short  deposition,  and  would  not  take  long  to  read. 

Mr.  HiaiNEOTHAM  objected  to  the  course  now  taken.  This  was  not 
the  proper  place  or  time  [cheers]  for  the  honorable  member  to  read  a 
document  that  might,  perhaps,  provoke  discussion  as  to  its  value  and 
effect.  If  it  was  considered  at  all,  it  should  be  considered  by  the  gov- 
ernment in  private. 

Mr.  O'Shanassy  wished,  on  the  point  of  order,  to  speak  to  the  state- 
ment made  that  this  vessel  was  taken  by  force  at  sea,  and  against  the 
consent  of  the  owners. 

Mr.  Beery.  I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  O'Shajstassy  would,  however,  point  out  that,  in  that  case,  the 
owners  would  have  applied  to  the  British  government,  who  were  the 
proper  authorities,  and  not  the  colonial  government.  If  this  vessel 
were  taken  by  force,  but  sold,  then  the  charge  of  piracy  fell  to  the 
ground.  He  (Mr.  O'Shanassy)  concurred  in  what  had  fallen  from  the 
honorable  attorney  general,  that  an  ex  parte  statement  ought  not  to  be 
received  in 'that  house.  It  was  only  fair  to  all  parties  that  no  favor 
should  be  shown  either  on  one  side  or  the  other.  What  did  the  French 
government  do  in  respect  to  the  Alabama  ?  They  gave  her  permission 
several  times  to  refit,  and  the  Florida  remained  in  one  of  her  ports  for 
months.  Why,  then,  should  this  colony  refuse  to  do  to  a  vessel  that 
came  here  that  which  other  powers  were  willing  to  do,  and  this  with 
experience  to  guide  them  ?  The  honorable  member  might  as  well  have 
let  this  matter  alone.     [Cheers  from  all  parts  of  the  house.] 

Mr.  Lax,or  said  it  struck  him  that  the  house  was  wrong  to  discuss 
the  matter.  His  excellency  the  governor  was  the  representative  of  Her 
Majesty,  and  he  alone  had  full  powers  to  deal  with  this  matter.  [Hear, 
hear.]  He  (Mr.  Lalor)  did  not  know  the  law  of  the  case,  but  believed 
the  governor  alone  could  deal  with  a  vessel  belonging  to  a  foreign 
power.  He  protested  against  a  discussion  which  was  unfair  to  all 
parties,  and  might  compel  honorable  members  to  take  sides.  He  hoped 
the  matter  would  not  be  pressed  further,  unless  full  notice  was  given, 
and  then  both  sides  could  be  heard.  At  the  same  time,  he  might  men- 
tion that  he  took  a  view  altogether  opposed  to  that  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Collingwood.     [Cheers.] 

The  matter  then  dropped. 


[From  a  Melbourne  paper,  dated  February  16,  1865.] 
SEIZTJEE   OE   THE   SHENANDOAH. 

Great  excitement  prevailed  in  town  yesterday  relative  to  the  alleged 
seizure  of  the  Shenandoah  by  the  Victorian  government ;  and  it  was 
stated  by  many  persons  that  the  government  had  overstepped  their 
powers  in  making  such  a  seizure.  It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  no 
seizure  at  all  was  made,  and  that  the  authorities  merely  restrained 
British  subjects  from  assisting  in  repairing  the  vessel  until  the  neutral- 
ity regulations  had  been  observed.  Taking  up  the  narrative  of  events  at 
the  points  reached  in  our  yesterday's  issue,  we  may  remark  that  the  sur- 
mise was  correct  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  launch  the  Shenan- 
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doali  yesterday  morning.  At  about  a  quarter  to  5  a.  m.  the  steam-tug 
Black  Eagle  was  seen  approaching  the  slip,  and  when  within  hailing  dis- 
tance was  challenged  by  the  sentries  who  were  stationed  on  the  piers  on 
either  side.  The  reply  to  the  challenge  was  that  the  tug  had  been 
engaged  to  come  at  that  hour  for  the  purpose  of  towing  out  the  Shen- 
andoah. The  master  of  the  tug  was  forbidden  to  approach  any  nearer, 
and,  after  some  parleying,  he  steamed  out  again. 

At  3  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon  Mr.  Superintendent  Lyttleton,  who 
had  been  to  Melbourne  for  instructions,  returned  to  William stown, 
and,  in  accordance  with  an  order  which  he  had  brought  from  the  gov- 
ernor, withdrew  the  police  who  had  been  put  in  charge  of  the  Shenan- 
doah. A  considerable  number  of  people  had  crossed  over  from  Sand- 
ridge  in  expectation  of  some  sensational  scene,  but  the  affair  passed  off 
very  quietly.  The  repairs  of  the  vessel  are  now  completed,  and,  when 
she  has  taken  in  some  coal,  she  will  be  ready  to  proceed  to  sea. 

From  the  ministerial  explanation  given  below,  and  which  was  made 
in  the  house  yesterday,  it  will  be  seen  that  four  men — British  subjects — 
were  arrested  on  Tuesday  evening  upon  leaving  the  Shenandoah,  and 
that  one  of  these  was  the  man  Charlie,  for  whom  the  warrant  had  been 
issued.  When  arrested,  they  gave  their  names  as  James  Davison, 
Franklyn  Glover,  Mackenzi,  and  Walmsley.  They  were  brought  up  be- 
fore Mr.  Call,  P.  M.,  this  morning,  and  shortly  examined ;  but,  as  Mr. 
Call  had  to  attend  the  police  court  at  Footscray,  he  adjourned  the  in- 
quiry until  the  following  morning. 

THE  MINISTBEIAL   STATEMENT  IN   THE  ASSEMBLY. 

As  soon  as  the  speaker  had  taken  the  chair  in  the  legislative  assem- 
bly yesterday, 

Mr.  O'Shanasst  rose  and  said :  Seeing  the  honorable  the  chief  secre- 
tary in  his  place,  I  would  wish  to  ask  him,  without  notice,  if  he  would 
be  good  enough  to  lay  on  the  table  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  that 
has  passed  between  the  government  and  the  commander  of  the  confed- 
erate steamer  Shenandoah  since  her  arrival  in  this  port. 

Mr.  M'CULLOCH  said  :  I  cannot  at  present  consent  to  lay  the  corre- 
spondence on  the  table  of  the  house,  as  it  would  be  undesirable  to  do  so. 
If  the  honorable  member  wishes  information  as  to  what  has  been  done 
with  the  ship,  I  have  no  objection  to  make  a  general  statement  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  O'Shanassy.  My  reason  for  asking  that  the  correspondence  should 
be  laid  on  the  table  is,  that  honorable  members,  and  also  the  people  of 
the  country  generally,  should  know  exactly  what  has  been  done.  In  a 
general  statement,  the  information  is  not  so  correct ;  but  I  do  not  mean 
that  it  is  intentionally  so.  If  there  are  any  reasons  for  withholding  the 
correspondence,  I  would  not  press  for  it. 

Mr.  M'CULLOCH.  This  correspondence  passed  between  his  excellency 
the  governor  and  the  commander  of  the  Shenandoah.  It  was  not  with 
the  government.  As  honorable  members  are  aware,  this  vessel  arrived 
in  the  bay  some  three  weeks  ago.  The  captain  at  once  put  himself  in 
communication  with  his  excellency,  and  asked  that  ho  might  be  per- 
mitted to  have  certain  repairs  made,  and  to  obtain  such  supplies  as  were 
necessary  to  enable  him  again  to  put  to  sea.  The  government  at  once 
put  themselves  in  a  position  to  ascertain,  from  all  dispatches  that  had 
been  received,  and  by  giving  the  fullest  consideration  to  Her  Majesty's 
proclamation,  the  course  which  should  be  pursued.  The  result  was 
that  Captain  Waddell  was  informed  that  he  would  obtain  liberty  to 
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make  all  necessary  repairs  to  enable  Lis  vessel  again  to  go  to  sea,  and 
to  take  in  necessary  supplies  of  provisions.  At  the  same  time  his  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  necessity  of  his  keeping  within  the  strict  terms  of 
neutrality.  Captain  Waddell  acknowledged  the  act  of  the  government, . 
stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  would  maintain  a  strict  neutrality. 
Some  time  elapsed,  and  nothing  was  done  in  so  far  as  few  repairs  were 
being  executed  on  the  ship.  The  government,  in  order  to  secure  that  a 
position  of  strict  neutrality  was  maintained,  appointed  a  board  to  inquire 
and  report  as  to  what  repairs  were  necessary  to  render  the  vessel  fit  to 
go  to  sea — not  that  she  should  be  so  repaired  as  to  make  her  better  fitted 
as  a  war  ship,  or  for  the  purpose  for  which  she  was  fitted  out,  but  that 
she  should  only  be  made  fit  to  go  to  sea  from  this  port.  It  was  found 
that  certain  repairs  were  necessary,  and  that  for  the  completion  of  those 
repairs  the  vessel  would  have  to  be  taken  on  to  the  slip ;  and  here  I 
may  remark  that  it  has  been  stated  that  this  is  the  government  slip,  but 
it  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  In  one  sense  it  is  the  government  slip,  but  in 
another  it  is  not,  as  it  has  been  leased  to  a  private  individual.  The  ship 
has  been  on  the  slip  for  several  days.  Within  the  last  two  or  three  days 
information  has  been  forwarded  to  the  government  to  the  effect  that 
there  were  certain  parties  concealed  on  board  the  ship — Englishmen — 
who  had  gone  on  board  since  the  vessel  arrived  in  this  port,  and  that 
with  the  view  of  joining  the  ship  as  seamen.  Such  being  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  and  the  proclamation  of  Her 
Majesty,  the  government  found  they  could  not  shirk  dealing  with  the 
matter ;  and,  as  the  information  was  furnished  on  sworn  affidavits,  the 
government  felt  themselves  obliged  to  take  immediate  steps  to  ascer- 
tain if  the  neutrality  of  the  port  had  been  violated  ;  for,  while  the  gov- 
ernment was  bound  to  observe  strict  neutrality  toward  the  vessel,  her 
oflSicers  and  crew,  they  were  also  bound  to  demand  that  Captain  Wad- 
dell should,  with  equal  strictness,  observe  the  neutrality  of  the  port. 
[Cheers.]  Well,  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  an  Englishman 
named  Charlie,  a  native  of  London,  was  issued  by  the  Williamstown 
bench.  The  warrant  was  presented  on  Monday  evening.  The  captain 
was  not  then  on  board,  and  so  the  warrant  was  presented  to  the  first 
lieutenant.  That  oflicer  refused  to  allow  the  inspector  of  police  to  go  on 
board  to  ascertain  if  Charlie  was  on  board,  at  the  same  time  giving  him 
distinctly  to  understand  that  there  was  no  such  person  on  board.  Well, 
the  government  did  not  wish,  at  that  time,  to  take  decided  steps,  as  the 
captain  was  not  on  board  when  the  inspector  first  visited  the  ship. 
The  inspector,  however,  was  instructed  to  go  on  board  again  when  the 
captain  was  there.  He  went  next  morning,  (Tuesday  morning,)  and 
met  with  the  same  reception  from  Captain  Waddell,  who  stated,  on  his 
honor  and  faith  as  a  gentleman  and  an  officer,  that  there  was  no  such 
person  as  Charlie  on  board.  Well,  the  government  had  so  many  dis- 
tinct statements  made  to  them  by  persons  resident  in  Melbourne  that 
there  was  such  a  person  on  board,  that  they  considered  they  were  obliged 
and  bound  in  duty,  both  to  this  colony  and  to  the  mother  country,  to 
take  all  proper  steps  to  ascertain  whether  such  was  the  case  or  not — 
whether  this  man  was  on  board  or  not.  The  government  having  given 
a  considerable  amount  of  anxious  attention  to  all  the  points  on  the  sub- 
ject— which  may  yet  turn  out  to  be  a  matter  of  very  considerable 
importance — came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  governor  should  issue  an 
order  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act ;  and  looking  to  the  strong  proofs 
we  had  before  us  of  the  violation  of  the  act,  we  felt  bound  to  issue 
orders  to  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects  that  they  should  refuse  to  continue 
the  task  of  repairing  the  vessel,  and  should  not  give  any  aid  in  launch- 
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ing  the  ship  till  the  goverument  was  satisfied  that  the  documents  that 
had  been  put  in  their  hands,  stating  that  there  were  Englishmen  on 
board,  were  incorrect.  At  the  same  time  a  letter  was  sent  to  Captain 
Waddell,  calling  his  atteution  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
asking  him  to  reconsider  his  determination,  pointing  out  to  him  that 
this  was  a  violation  of  an  act  of  the  British  Parliament  by  a  British 
subject,  and  that  he  ought  to  put  the  government  in  a  position  to  ascer- 
tain whether  that  person  had  been  guilty  of  violating  the  acts  of  this 
country.  His  attention  was  also  called  to  this  circumstance  that  it  was 
desirable,  for  his  owu  sake,  if  those  statements  were  false,  that  he  should 
put  the  government  in  a  position  of  being  able  to  prove  that  they 
were  false,  and  of  bringing  the  parties  to  punishment  for  making  such 
statements.  This  letter  was  delivered  to  Captain  Waddell  yesterday, 
about  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  messenger  waited  for  an  answer. 
At  10  o'clock  last  evening  a  letter  in  reply  was  forwarded  to  the  com- 
missioner of  trade  and  customs.  And  here  he  wished  to  ijoint  out  that 
Captain  Waddell  kept  the  messenger  waiting  for  four  hours.  [Hear, 
hear.]  The  letter,  which  was  dated  last  night,  was  dispatched  by  Cap- 
tain Waddell  at  10  o'clock — at  10  o'clock  last  night.  In  this  letter  he 
again  refuses  to  allow  the  warrant  to  be  executed,  or  rather,  he  states 
that  he  did  not  prevent  the  execution  of  the  warrant,  because  it  was  for 
a  person  named  Charlie,  and  there  was  no  such  person  on  board  the 
ship.  [Cries  of  Oh!  Oh!]  He  again  repeated  his  statement  that  there 
were  no  parties  on  board  the  ship  but  those  who  were  on  board  when 
she  entered  the  bay,  and  stated  at  the  same  time  that  he  had  observed 
the  strictest  neutrality.  This  letter  came  into  my  possession  at  1  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  at  7  o'clock  this  morning  I  was  informed  that  four 
men  last  night  were  detected  leaving  the  vessel  about  10  o'clock  at 
night,  or  about  the  time  the  document  furnished  to  me  was  dispatched. 
These  men  were  in  a  waterman's  boat,  and  the  water  police  endeavored 
to  overtake  them,  but  did  not  succeed  in  doing  so  until  they  arrived  at 
the  Sandridge  railway  station.  Well,  on  examination,  we  find  that 
those  parties  were  not  on  board  when  the  ship  came  into  the  port,  but 
joined  here.  [Cheers.]  They  were  persons  who  ought  not  to  have  been 
allowed  to  join,  and  who  ought  not  to  have  been  concealed.  [Cheers.] 
We  have  now  discovered  that  one  of  those  four  persons  who  left  the 
ship  at  10  o'clock  last  night,  or  about  the  time  the  letter  was  dispatched, 
was  the  very  man  Charlie  for  whom  the  warrant  was  issued.  [Cheers.] 
I  think  the  course  the  government  has  taken  will  justify  us,  not  only 
in  the  estimation  of  the  house,  [cheers,]  but  I  am  sure  it  will  be  admitted 
that  the  government  has  taken  the  proper  course  to  carry  out  and  sup- 
port the  intention  of  the  British  Parliament  in  respect  to  the  foreign 
enlistment  act,  [cheers,]  and  the  intention  of  the  proclamation  of  Her 
Majesty  with  respect  to  the  observance  of  neutrality.  [Cheers.]  There 
is  no  doubt  that  this. man  Charlie,  for  whom  the  warrant  was  obtained, 
and  of  whom  we  were  assured  that  he  was  not  on  board,  was  in  the 
uniform  of  the  ship — on  various  occasions,  at  all  events.  [Hear,  hear.] 
Now  it  appears  to  me  and  to  the  government  that  if  anything  can  be  a 
violation  of  strict  neutrality,  this  is  it.  |  Cheers.]  My  honorable  col- 
league, the  minister  of  justice,  reminds  me  that  we  have  not  yet  proved 
that  this  man  Charlie  wore  the  uniform  of  the  ship ;  but  we  have  the 
statement  of  various  parties  that  such  was  the  case,  and,  as  they  are  to 
be  brought  before  the  police  court  to-morrow  morning,  1  have  no  doubt 
but  further  information  will  be  received  on  the.  point.  [Cheers.]  In 
the  mean  time  the  government  has  obtained  what  they  really  desired 
to  obtain  in  the  first  instance,  that  all  parties  who  joined  the  ship  iUe- 
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gaily  sliould  be  removed  from  the  vessel.  [Cheers.J  That  having  been 
done,  we  have  removed  the  suspension  of  leave  to  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects to  carry  out  repairs,  and  to  assist  the  vessel  off  the  slip.  [Hear, 
hear.J  (Japtain  Waddell,  of  course,  will  be  ordered  to  remove  from  this 
port  at  the  very  earliest  possible  date.    [Cheers,  j 

Mr.  Levey.  So  far  as  I  gather  from  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
the  chief  secretary,  the  government  is  not  aware  even  now  that  all  the 
persons  who  may  have  joined  the  ship  here  are  out  of  her.  [Hear, 
hear.]  Captain  Waddell,  it  seems,  denied  the  authorities  the  right  to 
search  the  ship  for  British  subjects  who  were  said  to  be  on  board  in 
violation  of  British  laws ;  and  he  further  denied  that  the  person  for 
whom  the  warrant  was  issued  was  on  board,  while,  as  has  been  ascer- 
tained, the  man  was  on  board.  I  think  that  the  fact  of  persons  having 
left — ^persons  whose  presence  on  board  was  denied — affords  good  reason 
for  believing  there  are  other  persons  on  board.     [Hear,  hear.] 

Mr.  M'CuLLOCH.  The  particular  warrant  that  was  issued  for  this  par- 
ticular individual  has  been  satisfied ;  and  if  further  warrants  are  issued 
for  other  persons  who  may  be  on  board,  the  position  of  t^e  government 
will  be  altered.  It  may  be  that  there  are  other  persons  on  board,  but 
we  have  no  information  to  that  effect.  I  may  state  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  government  to  refer  all  the  particulars  of  the  case  to  the  im- 
perial government,  and  the  various  points  in  the  case  that  have  turned 
up.     [Cheers.] 

Mr.  O'Shawasst.  This  is  an  important  and  somewhat  novel  case  for 
us.  The  honorable  the  chief  secretary  states  that  the  government  issued 
a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  a  particular  person,  and  on  the 
strength  of  that  warrant  it  was  sought  to  establish  a  right  of  search. 

Mr.  M'CxJLLOCH.  The  government  had  not  issued  the  warrant.  The 
warrant  was  issued  by  a  police  magistrate  at  Williamstown,  on  sworn 
information.  Neither  was  there  any  right  of  search  claimed  by  the  gov- 
ernment, though  Captain  Waddell  laid  great  stress  upon  that.  I^ow,  it 
was  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  warrant  was  simply  for  the  apprehension 
of  one  of  our  own  subjects  who  had.  committed  a  breach  of  our  own  laws. 
[Cheers.] 

Mr.  Beeet.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  captain  of  this  vessel  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  privileges  of  a  neutral  port,  and  how  was  the  government 
to  see  that  the  neutrality  of  the  port  was  observed,  as  it  was  their  duty 
to  do,  if  the  police  were  not  allowed  to  execute  a  warrant,  not  against 
the  ship  or  the  captain  of  the  ship,  but  against  a  British  subject? 
[Hear,  hear.]  As  to  the  question  of  the  right  of  search  set  up  by  the 
captain,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  case,  and  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
mere  subterfuge.  [Cheers.]  It  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  see 
that  this  vessel  strictly  observes  the  neutrality  proclamation,  even  though 
they  should  have  to  go  on  board  against  the  will  of  the  captain  or  any 
of  his  officers.  For  anything  that  can  be  known  to  the  government, 
unless  an  examination  is  allowed,  it  might  be  that  this  vessel  is  now 
being  fitted  up  both  so  as  to  increase  her  speed  and  render  her  more  effi- 
cient for  war  purposes.  Now,  I  again  ask,  can  that  be  ascertained  with- 
out an  examination  f  It  may  be  that  at  the  very  last  moment  it  will 
become  the  duty  of  the  government  to  stop  the  vessel.  [Hear,  hear.] 
If  the  government  cannot  do  so,  then  this  neutrality  proclamation  simply 
affords  additional  facility  for  the  vessel  of  a  belligerent  power  entering 
a  neutral  port  to  be  better  equipped  for  war  purposes. 

The  matter  then  dropped. 
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[From  the  Age  of  February  16, 1865.] 

In  the  legislative  council  yesterday,  the  president  being  absent 
through  illness,  Dr.  Wilkie,  the  chairman  of  committees,  took  the  chair 
at  a  quarter  past  4  o'clock. 

Mr.  Fellows  asked  the  commissioner  of  public  works,  without  notice, 
what  steps  had  been  taken  by  the  government  with  reference  to  an 
attempt  to  execute  a  magistrate's  warrant  on  board  the  Shenandoah. 
Mr.  Hervey  explained  that  a  warrant  had  been  granted  upon  informa- 
tion of  certain  persons  having  been  shipped  on  board  the  Shenandoah 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  neutrality,  and  that  a  police  of&cer  had  been  dis- 
patched with  the  warrant  to  search  the  ship.  He  was  denied  permission 
to  execute  the  warrant,  and  the  government  determined  to  suspend  the 
privileges  which  had  been  granted  to  the  commander  of  the  Shenandoah 
on  his  entering  the  port.  Four  persons  who  had  been  shipped  in  con- 
travention of  the  neutrality  laws  had  been  captured  by  the  police  in 
attempting  to  escape,  and  were  now  in  custody.  The  commander  of  the 
Shenandoah  having  stated,  upon  his  honor  as  an  officer  and  a  gentle- 
man, that,  the  ship  having  been  cleared  of  strangers,  there  was  now  no 
person  on  board  who  was  not  there  when  the  ship  entered  the  port,  the 
government  had  granted  a  resumption  of  the  privileges  they  had  sus- 
pended upon  leave  being  refused  to  search  the  ship. 

Parliament  of  Victoria, 
Legislative  Council,  Wednesday,  February  15. 
The  clerk  announced  at  a  quarter  past  4  o'clock  that  he  had  received 
a  note  from  the  president  to  the  effect  that  he  was  prevented  by  illness 
from  attending  the  sittings  of  the  council  that  afternoon. 

Dr.  Wilkie,  the  chairman  of  committees,  accordingly  took  the  presi- 
dent's chair,  and  read  the  usual  form  of  prayer. 

THE   SEIZURE   OP   THE   SHENANDOAH. 

Mr.  Fellows  rose  to  ask  the  commissioner  of  public  works,  without 
notice,  whether  the  government  had  received  any  information  with 
reference  to  an  attempt  to  execute  a  magistrate's  warrant  on  board  the 
Shenandoah,  now  on  the  patent  slip  at  Williamstown ;  and  if  so,  what 
steps  they  had  taken  in  the  matter.  He  apprehended,  as  far  as  the  law 
of  the  matter  went,  that  if  any  foreign  merchant  vessel  visited  these 
ports  she  owed  a  temporary  allegiance  to  the  laws  of  this  country,  and 
was  subject,  of  course,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  colonial  courts.  An 
implied  consent  was  given  to  a  ship  of  war  or  armed  vessel  belonging  to 
another  country  to  enter  these  ports ;  and  there  was  also  an  implied 
consent  on  the  part  of  the  power  giving  permission  to  enter  the  port, 
that  a  vessel  of  that  character  should  not  be  subject  to  any  jurisdiction 
of  the  courts  of  that  power.  This  being  the  case,  he  wished  to  know 
what  action  the  government  had  taken  in  the  matter.  He  might  remind 
the  honorable  member,  with  reference  to  the  protection  foreign  ves- 
sels were  entitled  to  claim,  that  it  had  been  decided  in  the  court  of  ad- 
miralty that  a  merchant  vessel  leaving  a  country  and  returning  under 
commission  from  a  foreign  power,  and  being  brought  before  the  court 
by  her  former  owners,  the  latter  were  not  in  a  position  to  recover 
because  the  ship  was  owned  by  a  foreign  power.  ' 

Mr.  Hbrvey.  wished  to  know  if  he  was  desired  to  answer  the  whole 
question  at  once  without  notice. 

Mr.  FblllowS.  Merely  whether  the  government  have  taken  any 
steps  to  execute  the  warrant. 
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Mr.  Hervey  then  stated  that  the  government  had  received  notifica- 
tion of  an  information  having  been  laid  before  the  police  bench  at  Wil- 
liamstown,  to  the  effect  that  a  certain  individual  had  been  shipped  on 
board  the  Shenandoah  contrary  to  the  neutrality  laws  of  this  country  in  re- 
gard to  the  confederate  and  Federal  States  of  America.  The  commander 
of  the  Shenandoah,  on  entering  these  waters,  had  sought  the  protection 
of  the  colonial  government ;  and  certain  facilities  for  repairs  and  obtain- 
ing supplies,  such  as  a  neutral  power  was  justified  iu  giving,  had  been 
granted  at  his  request.  He  was  informed  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  government  to  observe  strict  neutrality,  and  he  gave  that  pledge 
which  would  be  expected  from  any  person  in  his  position,  that  he  would 
strictly  observe  the  laws  of  neutrality.  Complaints,  however,  were 
made  of  a  number  of  British  seamen  having  joined  the  ship  since  she 
entered  these  waters,  and  proceedings  were  taken  upon  several  deposi- 
tions which  had  been  made  with  regard  to  British  subjects  being  on 
board  the  vessel.  An  officer  of  the  police  was  sent,  with  a  warrant,  on 
Monday,  to  arrest  a  man  sworn  to  be  in  the  ship.  The  commander  of 
the  vessel  was  not  on  board  at  the  time,  and  the  chief  officer  declined  to 
permit  the  warrant  to  be  executed  until  the  captain  returned.  On  Tues- 
day the  same  officer  of  police  was  dispatched  with  a  warrant,  and  the 
captain  refused  to  allow  it  to  be  enforced.  In  all  similar  cases,  when 
a  warrant  was  sent  on  board  a  foreign  vessel,  it  was  usual  for  the  au- 
thority to  be  recognized,  and  if  the  officer  of  police,  in  whose  possession 
it  was,  was  not  asked  to  exercise  it,  it  was  executed  by  the  police  of  the. 
vessel,  there  being  ship  police  on  every  vessel  of  war.  In  this  case  there 
was  a  positive  refusal  to  permit  the  warrant  to  be  executed  at  all. 
Numerous  affidavits  having  been  made  that  many  persons  had  been  in- 
duced to  ship  on  board  the  Shenandoah,  the  government  determined  to 
suspend  the  privileges  granted  to  the  commander  on  condition  of  his 
observing  the  neutrality  laws,  and  in  order  that  this  direction  should  be 
properly  carried  out  without  violence,  a  body  of  police  was  sent,  down  to 
Williamstown  to  see  that  none  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  infringed  the 
order  which  had  been  issued  on  the  subject.  A  communication  was  sent 
to  the  commander,  explaining  to  him  the  circumstances  tinder  which 
the  privileges  granted  him  had  been  suspended.  The  police,  under  in- 
structions to  carry  out  the  order,  remained  near  the  vessel  all  night,  and 
about  ten  o'clock  they  observed  several  persons  attempting  to  escape 
from  the  Shenandoah  by  means  of  a  swift  waterman's  boat.  The  water 
police  pursued  and  captured  the  boat,  which  contained  four  persons, 
who  proved  in  each  instance  to  be  men  who  had  joined  the  Shenan- 
doah since  her  arrival  in  these  waters.  Three  were  British  subjects  and 
one  was  not,  but  still  it  was  necessary  that  the  fourth  individual  should 
haye  obtained  permission  before  shipping.  A  letter  the  captain  of  the 
Shenandoah  wrote,  in  answer  to  the  communication  of  the  government, 
distinctly  stated  that  when  the  officer  of  police  visited  his  ship  he  had 
no  individual  on  board  who  was  not  there  when  the  vessel  entered  Vic- 
torian waters,  but  it  was  now  known  that  several  men  who  had  shipped 
in  Hobson's  Bay  had  escaped,  in  addition  to  the  four  who  were  captured. 
The  captain  of  the  Shenandoah  then  wrote  to  say  that,  having  cleared 
the  ship  of  strangers,  he  was  enabled  to  say,  on  his  honor  as  an  officer 
and  a  gentleman,  that  there  was  no  person  on  board  (as  he  had  ascer- 
tained by  the  inspection  of  two  commissioned  officers  appointed  for  the 
purpose)  who  was  not  there  when  the  vessel  came  into  port.  Upon  this 
statement,  made  on  the  strength  of  the  ship  having  been  cleared  of 
strangers,  the  government  had  to-day  authorized  the  resumption  of 
the  privileges  formerly  granted  to  the  commander  of  the  Shenandoah, 
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reserving  to  itself,  however,  the  decision  upon  certain  points,  which 
would  all  be  made  public  when  the  measures  which  would  be  passed  on 
the  subject  were  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Hull  asked  if  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality  would  be 
followed  up  by  any  further  proceedings. 

Mr.  Hbetet  replied  that  the  men  in  custody  were  to  be  brought 
before  the  Williamstown  bench  on  the  following  morning. 

Mr.  Fbllovs^s.  Under  what  authority  was  the  permission  for  carry- 
ing out  repairs  suspended  ? 

Mr.  Hbevbt.  Upon  the  authority  of  the  representative  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty, of  course. 

Mr.  M'CuLLOCH,  in  reply  to  a  question  by  Mr.  O'Shanassy,  made  a 
lengthened  statement,  which  will  be  found  in  another  column,  as  to  the 
steps  that  had  been  taken  by  the  government  with  respect  to  the  Shen- 
andoah. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  O'Shanassy,  Mr.  M'CuUoch  stated  that  it  would  beuu- 
advisable  to  lay  on  the  table  of  the  house  the  correspondence  between 
the  government  and  the  commander  of  the  confederate  war  ship  Shen- 
andoah at  the  present  time.  He,  however,  explained  the  action  taken 
by  the  government  relative  to  the  breach  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act 
said  to  have  been  committed. 


LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBLY. 

Wbdnbsdat,  February  1, 1865. 
The  speaker  took  the  chair  at  half  past  four  o'clock. 

THE  CONFEDEEATE  SHIP  SHENANDOAH. 

Mr.  Beeet  called  the  attention  of  the  honorable  the  chief  secretary 
to  the  infringement  of  the  neutrality  proclamation  by  a  vessel  styled  the 
Shenandoah,  now  in  Hobson's  Bay ;  and  asked  whether  the  government 
intended  to  take  steps  to  confiscate  the  vessel,  and  to  punish  the  officers 
for  a  misdemeanor,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  procla- 
mation. He  thought  that  it  could  not  be  denied  that  unmistakable  evi- 
dence existed  that  this  vessel  was  the  Sea  King,  which  cleared  out  from 
London  for  Bombay  with  a  cargo  of  coals.  In  a  Manchester  paper  of 
the  19th  i^ovember,  there  was  an  article  alluding  to  the  Shenandoah  as 
the  Sea  King,  and  containing  a  statement  from  the  persons  who  went 
out  in  her.  He  had  also  seen  a  deposition  made  by  one  of  the  prisoners 
since  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  in  the  bay,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
there  was  no  mistake  as  to  the  former  name  of  the  vessel.  Under  the 
Queen's  proclamation,  if  this  vessel  had  returned  to  an  English  port 
after  destroying  vessels  at  sea  without  touching  at  any  confederate  port, 
she  would  have  been  seized,  and  he  saw  no  difterence  because  this  coun- 
try was  a  little  further  off.  There  was  abundance  of  evidence  forth- 
coming for  the  facts  to  be  placed  prominently  and  unmistakably  before 
the  government. 

Mr.  M'OULLOCH,  in  reply  to  the  honorable  member,  stated  that  the 
question  mooted  was  a  most  important  one,  and  must  be  dealt  with  in  a 
most  cautious  manner.  A  statement  had  been  made  that  the  vessel  was 
the  Sea  King,  but  there  was  no  proof  of  that  beyond  a  mere  newspaper 
report  which  had  been  quoted  by  the  honorable  member.  ISTo  proof  had 
been  brought  forward  by  the  honorable  member  at  all,  and  even  if  such 
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had  been,  the  case  it  was  questionable  whether  the  government  could 
deal  with  the  ship  as  a  pirate.  [Hear,  hear.]  The  government  had 
given  great  attention  to  this  qufestion,  and  in  addition  to  having  the 
proclamation  before  them  they  were  also  in  receipt  of  confidential  dis- 
patches from  the  home  government,  in  which.acase  of  a  similar  descrip- 
tion was  mentioned.  The  government  having  this  information  before 
them,  and  having  well  weighed  the  matter,  would  not  feel  justified  in 
treating  this  vessel  as  a  pirate.  [Hear,  hear.]  While  the  terms  of  the 
neutrality  proclamation  would  be  strictly  adhered  to,  the  vessel  would 
be  allowed  to  take  in  provisions  for  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  crew, 
and  effect  the  necessary  repairs.  But  the  government  could  not  do  any- 
thing further  in  the  matter.     [Hear,  hear.] 

Mr.  Beket  wished  to  read  the  deposition  of  a  lady  prisoner.  [''  No, 
no."] 

Mr.  HiGrNBOTHA"\i  objected.  If  the  honorable  member  had  any  infor- 
mation to  give,  this  was  not  the  place  to  furnish  it ;  besides  which,  it 
was  only  an  ex  parte  statement. 

I\ir.  O'Shanassy  agreed  that  the  British  government  was  the  proper 
authority  to  deal  with  this  subject,  and  reminded  the  house  that  noth- 
ing more  had  been  done  with  the  Shenandoah  than  had  been  done  by 
the  neutral  powers  of  Europe  in  the  case  of  other  confederate  vessels. 

Mr.  Laloe  was  under  the  impression  that  the  governor,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  Her  Majesty,  had  the  power  to  deal  with  foreign  vessels. 

The  subject  then  dropped. 

In  the  legislative  assembly  yesterday,  Mr.  Berry  called  attention  to 
the  presence  of  the  confederate  ship  Shenandoah  in  Hobson's  Bay,  and 
asked  whether,  as  an  infringement  of  the  neutrality  law  had  clearly  taken 
place,  the  government  intended  to  take  any  steps  toward  the  confisca- 
tion of  the  vessel.  Mr.  M'CuUoch,  in  reply,  stated  that  the  honorable 
member  had  offered  no  proof  of  any  infringement.  In  addition  to  the 
Queen's  proclamation  to  guide  them,  the  government  had  received  pri- 
vate dispatches  from  home  which  had  reference  to  a  similar  case. 
While  the  neutrality  law  would  be  strictly  adhered  to,  the  Shenandoah 
would  be  permitted  to  remain  in  Hobson's  Bay  until  the  necessary  re- 
pairs had  been  effected,  and  the  captain  had  taken  in  the  coals  and  the 
provisions  which  were  absolutely  required.  This  statement  was  re- 
ceived with  cheers  from  all  sides  of  the  house. 


[From  the  Herald  of  February  17,  1865.] 
THE   SHENANDOAH  KECRTJITS. 

At  the  Williamstown  police  court  yesterday,  four  men,  named  James 
Davidson,  alias  Charley,  Arthur  Wamsley,  William  Mackenzie,  and. 
Franklin  Glover,  were  brought  up  before  Mr.  Oall,  P.  M.,  Mr.  Hackett,  P. 
M.,  and  Mr.  Mason,  J.  P.,  charged  with  a  breach  of  the  foreign  enlistment 
act.  The  information  in  each  case  stated,  "  That  being  a  natural-born 
subject  of  the  Queen,  you  did,  unlawfully,  knowingly,  and  without  the 
leave  or  license  of  her  said  Majesty,  for  that  purpose  had  and  obtained 
under  the  sign  manual  of  Her  Majesty,  or  signified  by  order  in  council,  or 
by  proclamation  of  Her  Majesty,  enter  yourself  and  agree  to  enlist  and 
enter  yourself,  to  serve  as  a  sailor,  and  to  be  employed  and  serve  in  and  on 
board  a  certain  vessel  of  war,  fitted  out,  used,  equipped,  and  intended 
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to  be  used  for  -warlike  purposes  in  the  service  of  a  certain  foreign  power, 
province,  or  people,  or  part  of  a  foreign  power  or  people,  exercising  and 
assuming  to  exercise  the  powers  of  government,  to  wit :  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America." 

The  prisoners  were  thus  described :  Davidson  as  a  native  of  Scotland, 
aged  22;  Walmsley  as  an  Euglishman,  aged  17  ;  Mackenzie  as  an  Eng- 
lishman, aged  22  ;  and  Glover  as  an  American,  aged  24. 

Mr.  McDonnell,  instructed  by  a  clerk  from  the  Crown  law  offices, 
appeared  for  the  prosecution.    The  prisoners  were  undefended. 

Mr.  McDonnell  asked  for  an  adjournment,  as  he  had  only  just  been 
instructed,  either  for  two  hours  or  until  the  next  day. 

The  prisoners,  however,  said  they  were  ready  to  go  on. 

The  bench,  therefore,  thought  it  would  be  unfair  to  'keep  them  in  cus- 
tody any  longer  than  was  necessary. 

Eventually  the  case  was  adjourned  for  an  hour. 

On  the  court  resuming,  Mr.  McDonnell  said  that  the  proceedings 
were  instituted  under  act  59  George  III,  cap.  69,  commonly  known  as 
the  foreign  enlistment  act.  He  would  prove  that  the  prisoners  went  on 
board  the  Shenandoah  in  these  waters,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  colony,  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  the  service  of  a  belligerent 
state,  with  which  this  country  was  not  at  war.  He  would  further  prove 
that  they  were  British-born  subjects ;  that  they  were  on  board ;  that 
they  were  seen  to  get  over  the  side  of  the  vessel  into  a  boat,  come 
ashore,  and  that  on  reaching  the  shore  they  were  apprehended;  and 
further  matters,  in  the  way  of  conversation  that  then  took  place  be- 
tween them  and  the  police  who  apprehended  them.  That  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  statute.  A  case  was  decided 
in  the  exchequer  chambers  at  home  in  which  the  law  was  fully  gone 
into,  and  although  that  was  for  equipping  a  vessel  for  war,  the  same  act 
applied.  The  case  was  known  as  the  Alexandra  case.  The  point  sub- 
mitted for  the  adjudication  of  that  court  did  not  arise  directly  in  the 
present  instance,  but  the  principle  did  incidentally.  He  was  then  pro- 
ceeding to  call  evidence,  when 

Mr.  Call  asked  whether  it  was  proposed  to  make  it  a  joint  prosecu- 
tion, and  mentioned  that  in  a  superior. court  an  indictment  could  not  be 
filed  against  all  together. 

After  some  discussion,  Mr.  McDonnell  elected  to  proceed  first  against 
Davidson,  alias  Charley.  The  others  were  then  removed,  and  the  fol- 
lowing evidence  called : 

EiCHAKD  Wardle,  watch-house  keeper,  said  that  on  thelith  instant 
the  prisoner  was  broiight  to  the  lock-up  in  company  with  three  others. 
He  gave  the  name  of  James  Davidson,  and  said  he  was  a  native  of  Scot- 
laud.  (The  witness  then  read  the  entry,  which  showed  the  prisoner  was 
brought  in  at  ten  minutes  past  ten  o'clock  at  night ;  that  he  was  a  Pro- 
testant, and  that  he  could  read  and  write.) 

John  Williams  deposed :  I  belong  to  the  United  States  of  America. 
I  was  taken  from  the  bark  De  Godfrey,  on  which  I  was  employed,  by 
the  Shenandoah,  on  the  7th  November,  1864.  1  entered  on  board  the 
Shenandoah  in  the  capacity  of  cook.  (The  witness  was  here  asked  as 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  he  joined  the  Shenandoah,  but  the 
bench  ruled  that  it  was  unnecessary,  and  also  unadvisable  to  try  and 
turn  the  proceedings  into  a  sensation  trial.)  I  arrived  here  on  the  23d 
January.  I  know  the  prisoner;  he  gave  his  name  as  Charles.  He 
came  on  board  two  days  after  we  arrived.  He  was  employed  as  assist- 
ant cook  to  the  wardroom  officers.  When  he  came  on  board  he  had  on 
the  clothes  he  now  wears.    While  on  board  he  wore  the  confederate 
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uniform.  I  had  a  conversation  with  him  while  he  was  on  board.  I 
asked  him  where  he  belonged  to.  He  said  London.  I  asked  him  what 
ship  he  came  by,  and  he  said  the  Great  Britain.  He  said  he  would  like 
to  ship  on  board  the  Shenandoah,  and  while  we  were  talking.  Sailing 
Master  Ballock  came  into  the  galley  where  prisoner  and  I  were.  That 
was  about  a  week  after  the  prisoner  came  on  board.  Mr.  Bullock  asked 
prisoner  what  he  wanted  in  the  ship.  He  told  him  that  he  came  tojoin 
the  ship.  Mr.  Bullock  told  him  to  keep  out  of  sight  while  the  visitors 
were  on  board. 

To  Mr.  Call :  At  that  time  the  prisoner  had  on  the  ship's  uniform. 

To  Mr.  McDonaell :  When  told  to  go  out  of  sight,  the  prisoner  went 
into  the  forecastle.  Mr.  Bullock  told  the  master-at-arms  to  look  the  fore- 
castle door,  and  to  allow  no  visitors  in.  The  prisoner  at  that  time  was 
in  the  forecastle.  I  left  the  vessel  on  the  5th  February.  The  prisoner 
was  on  board  then. 

To  Mr.  Call :  Prisoner  at  that  time  was  cooking.  When  the  visitors 
went  ashore  he  came  out,  and  in  the  morning  when  they  began  to  ar- 
rive he  went  into  the  forecastle  again.  He  was  let  out  at  night  to  get 
his  hammock  on  the  berth  deck.  He  slept  next  me.  I  cooked  the 
"  grub"  for  him,  and  sometimes  took  it  to  him  myself.  At  meal  times 
the  master-at-arms  unlocked  the  door,  passed  the  "  grub  "  in,  and  then 
relocked  the  door. 

To  Mr.  McDonnell :  The  prisoner  got  his  uniform  from  Griffiths,  a  sea- 
man. While  on  board  the  first  lieutenant  also  spoke  to  the  prisoner  on 
several  occasions.  The  prisoner  wore  his  uniform  when  Lieutenant 
Whittle  spoke  to  him,  and  was  in  the  galley  cooking. 

To  Mr.  Call :  The  Ueuteuant  told  Lim  he  dare  not  ship  him  while  in 
port,  but  ordered  him  to  keep  out  of  sight,  and  said  he  would  ship  him 
when  out  of  port. 

Prisoner.  Did  I  ever  tell  you  my  name  ? 

Witness.  Yes,  you  did. 

Prisoner.  When? 

Witness.  I  called  you  Bill  when  in  the  galley,  and  you  said,  "  My 
name  is  not  Bill ;  it  is  Charley." 

Prisoner.    Think  again.    You  are  mistaken. 

Witness.  You  asked  me  for  a  razor  to  shave  with,  and  I  gave  you 
oue. 

To  Mr.  Call :  It  was  on  the  second  day  when  the  prisoner  asked  for  a 
razor.  Before  that  he  had  full  whiskers.  (The  prisoner  appeared  in 
court  with  simply  a  moustache  and  chin  tuft.)  He  said  he  wanted  to 
disguise  himself  so  that  people  would  not  know  him.  He  then  shaved 
himself  as  he  now  appears. 

Walter  J.  Madden;  I  am  a  native  of  Boston.  I  was  a  seaman  on 
board  the  bark  De  Godfrey.  I  was  taken  out  of  her  on  the  7th  Novem- 
ber, 1864,  by  the  Shenandoah.  I  went  from  the  De  Godfrey  and  entered 
the  Shenandoah  as  a  seaman.  After  going  on  board  I  was  rated  as  mas- 
ter of  the  hold.    We  arrived  here  on  the  25th  January. 

To  Mr.  Call :  This  is  the  first  port  we  touched  at  since  I  joined  the 
Shenandoah. 

To  Mr.  McDonnell :  I  know  the  prisoner.  He  first  came  on  board  a 
day  or  two  after  we  arrived  here.  He  worked  in  the  galley,  and  he  had 
on  the  ship's  uniform.  I  had  some  conversation  with  the  prisoner.  I 
asked  him  what  he  was  doing  on  board,  and  he  said  he  came  tojoin  her 
if  he  could.  Visitors  were  on  board  while  I  was  there,  and  the  prisoner 
was  in  the  forecastle  while  they  were  there.  The  forecastle  was  locked 
while  he  was  there  by  the  master-at-arms.     He  got  his  dinner  in  the 
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forecastle  at  twelve  o'clock.    Dinner  used  to  be  passed  in  to  hira  in  the  . 
forecastle.    It  was  passed  in  by  the  cook's  mes_s-boy.     I  never  saw  Wil- 
liams pass  it  in,  but  I  have  seen  Quartermaster  Wiggins  do  so. 

To  Mr.  Call :  It  was  passed  in  through  the  cable  hole,  which  was  large 
enough  for  a  man  to  get  through.  There  was  a  door  to  that  hole  which 
-was  not  locked,  although  it  could  have  been.    It  was  kept  shut. 

To  Mr.  McDonnell :  While  visitors  were  on  board  the  prisoner  was 
locked  up  in  the  forecastle ;  after  they  left  he  used  to  come  out  in  the 
evenings.  We  used  to  call  him  "Charlie"  on  board.  He  slept  in  the 
fore  hatch,  and  I  slept  aft.  I  left  the  vessel  on  the  (ith ;  I  think  a  week 
last  Monday.  When  I  left  the  vessel  Charlie  was  then  on  board.  He 
usually  wore  the  uniform  "  pants."  He  wore  them  all  the  time  he  was 
on  board.    I  have  seen  him  wear  the  uniform  cap  sometimes. 

To  Mr.  Hackett :  It  was  a  gray  cap,  with  two  red  and  one  white  stripes, 
around  it. 

To  Mr.  McDonnell :  I  have  seen  the  petty  offlcers  speaking  to  him,  and 
he  then  had  on  the  uniform.  One  was  chief  boatswain's  mate,  and  an- 
other the  master-at-arms.  I  saw  them  speak  to  him  every  evening.  I 
was  not  present  when  any  order  was  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the  officers. 
His  general  work  was  cooking  in  the  galley. 

The  prisoner  said  he  did  not  wish  to  ask  any  questions. 

Witness,  (to  Mr.  Call:)  There  had  been  many  workmen  about  the 
vessel,  but  none  of  them  slept  on  board  for  the"  night.,  We  had  no  hired 
labor  for  the  galley.  While  the  prisoner  was  in  the  forecastle,  which 
was  ordinarily  used  as  a  store  room,  there  were  other  persons  there  be- 
side those  who  had  come  in  with  the  ship.  The  prisoner  is  the  man  con- 
cerning whom  I  laid  an  information  the  other  day.  The  muster  was 
twice  called  over  while  we  were  in  port,  and  while  I  was  on  board,  by 
the  chief  lieutenant,  at  about  nine  or  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Every 
one  who  was  on  the  ship's  articles  was  mustered.  The  boatswain  sung 
oat,  "All  hands  to  quarters."  The  men  were  mustered  by  their  numbers 
at  the  guns.  The  carpenters  and  others  were  not  called  over ;  excepting 
for  men  at  the  guns,  no  roll  was  taken.  The  second  lieutenant  and  the 
quartermaster  went  round  to  see  after  the  others.  On  the  first  Sunday 
in  every  month  all  hands  were  mustered  and  the  laws  read  out. 

To  Mr.  Hackett :  I  do  not  belong  to  the  ship  now.  I  have  come 
ashore,'  [laughter,]  and  am  not  going  back. 

Mr.  McDonnell  wished  the  witness  to  explain,  but  it  was  considered 
unnecessarj-. 

Charles  Binckeb  said :  I  am  a  native  of  Germany.  I  was  taken 
from  the  hark  Alina,  on  which  I  was  a  seaman,  by  the  Shenandoah,  on 
the  29th  October.  We  were  then  at  sea.  I  know  the  prisoner.  I  first 
saw  him  about  twelve  days  ago,  and  five  or  six  days  after  we  arrived, 
I  left  the  vessel  last  Sunday.  From  the  time  when  I  first  saw  him  until 
I  lelt  he  continued  to  be  on  board.     I  heard  him  called  Charlie. 

To  Mr.  Call :  He  was  acting  as  cook  in  the  galley. 

To  Mr.  McDonnell :  He  wore  gray  clothes;  the  uniform  of  the  vessel. 
He  wore  gray  trowsers  and  a  gray  cap,  with  two  red  stripes  and  a  white 
one  in  the  center.  I  saw  visitors  come  on  board ;  while  they  were  there 
Charlie  was  in  the  fortcastle.  At  dinner-time  he  was  in  the  forecastle;. 
he  used  to  get  his  dinner  there.  He  was  locked  uj)  in  the  forecastle.  He 
got  his  dinner  from  the  mess  cook's  boy.  It  ^\  as  passed  through  the 
cable  hole.  1  have  seen  the  master-at-arms  unlock  the  door.  When  the 
visitors  went  away  the  prisoner  went  into  the  galley  and  was  cooking. 

To  Mr.  Call :  He  got  out  sometimes  through  the  hole  and  sometimes 
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he  was  let  out.  I  have  never  seen  him  come  out  or  go  in.  I  have  seen 
the  master-at-arms  lock  the  door. 

To  Mr.  McDonnell :  He  slept  in  a  hammock  on  the  berth-deck. 

To  Mr.  Call :  I  never  saw  any  of  the  officers  talking  to  him  while  I  was 
on  board. 

Herman  Vechee  sworn : 

I  am  a  native  of  Germany.  I  was  on  board  the  Alina  with  the  last 
witness  in  October  last,  and  was  taken  from  her  by  the  Shenandoah.  I 
arrived  here  in  the  Shenandoah  in  January  last.  I  know  the. prisoner. 
I  saw  him  on  board  about  seven  or  eight  days  after  we  arrived.  I  left 
the  vessel  last  Sunday,  and  until  I  left  I  saw  him  continually  on  board. 
He  was  iu  the  galley  as  cook.  He  wore  the  uniform.  I  have  seen  him 
in  the  forecastle  iu  the  day-time,  after  breakfast  and  during  the  dinner 
hour.  He  used  to  have  his  breakfast  in  the  forecastle.  When  visitors 
were  on  board  he  was  in  the  forecastle.  After  they  had  gone  I  used  to 
see  him  in  the  galley.  He  slept  between  decks  in  a  hammock.  I  have 
spoken  to  him  about  the  Shenandoah,  and  he  told  me  he  had  joined  her 
as  cook.    I  have  not  heard  the  officers  speak  or  give  orders  to  him. 

The  prisoner  said  he  did  not  wish  to  ask  any  questions. 

Witness  recalled : 

While  I  was  on  board  I  never  saw  any  officer  go  into  the  forecastle  to 
see  who  was  there. 

To  Mr.  Call :  The  master-at-arms  was  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
forecastle. 

Alexander  Minto  sworn : 

I  am  a  senior  constable  of  water  police  stationed  at  Williamstown, 
I  was  iu  charge  of  the  police  boat  on  the  night  of  the  14th  instant ; 
shortly  after  nine  o'clock  at  the  patent  slip,  on  which  the  Shenandoah 
was,  I  saw  a  boat  haul  up  to  the  gangway  of  the  Sbenandoah.  One  of 
the  officers  of  the  Shenandoah  was  standing  at  the  gangway;  he  had 
bis  uniform  on.  I  saw  one  of  the  boatmen,  George  NicihoUs,  go  on 
board,  and  in  a  short  time,  a  second  or  two,  four  men,  James  Davidson 
among  them,  came  down  to  the  boat.  Another  waterman,  Clarke, 
remained  in  the  boat.  When  I  saw  the  four  men  go  into  the  boit,  I 
hauled  alongside  and  spoke  to  them,  Charlie  being  present.  I  asked 
them  who  they  were,  and  what  they  had  been  doing  on  board. 

To  Mr.  Call:  I  thiuk  the  officer  at  the  gangway  could  have  heard 
me. 

To  Mr.  McDonnell:  They  said  they  had  been  working  at  day  work  on 
board.  One  of  them  had  a  bundle  in  liis  breast.  I  heard  a  call  of 
George  from  the  ship,  which  I  took  to  be  from  the  officer  of  the  gang- 
way, and  immediately  I  saw  Nicholls  come  and  slide  down  into  the  boat. 
The  boat  then  at  once  pulled  ahead.  1  followed  them,  but  lost  sight  of 
them  on  the  water.  I  returned  at  once  to  the  ])ateiit  slip,  and  ran  up 
to  the  railway  station  and  saw  two  ot  them  on  the  platform.  I  searched 
and  found  the  two  others  in  the  water-closet.  Charlie  was  one  of  the 
two  that  were  walking  on  the  railway  platiorra.  1  went  to  them  and 
asked  them  why  they  hurried  away  from  the  ship  so  quickly.  They 
seemed  to  hesitate,  and  then  said:  "Oh!  the  Shenandoah  you  mean." 
I  think  it  was  Charlie  who  said  that.  They  asked  what  1  wanted,  and 
spoke  of  the  train  having  just  started,  and  1  told  them  there  was 
another.  I  asked  them  to  accompany  me,  and  tliey  did  so.  On  the 
way  I  spoke  to  all  of  them.      Charlie  said  he  was  sorry  he  had  to  leave 
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her ;  that  he  had  sold  everything  he  had  to  join  the  ship.    I  asked  him 
what  sbip  he  had  been  in  last,  and  he  said  he  came  out  from  London  in 
the  Indemnity.    I  took -them  to  Mr.  Lyttleton,  superintendent  of  police. 
The  prisoner  asked  the  witness  no  questions. 

Thomas  H.  Lyttleton  sworn : 

I  am  a  superintendent  of  police.  On  the  morning  of  the  14th  I  went 
on  board  the  Shenandoah,  while  she  was  on  the  patent  slip.  I  saw 
Captain  Waddell.  I  believe  he  is  the  captain  of  the  vessel.  I  went  on 
board  to  ask  him  to  allow  me  to  execute  a  warrant.  (The  witness  was 
then  asked  as  to  his  conversation  with  Captain  Waddell,  but  the  ques- 
tion was  ruled  to  be  inadmissible,  although  it  was  explained  that  the 
object  was  to  prove  the  nationality.  The  bench  said  Mr.  Lyttleton's 
own  conclusions  could  be  taken.)  I  saw  a  flag  on  board,  which  I 
believe  to  belong  to  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  I  had  with  me 
the  warrant  produced,  and  I  told  him  the  purpose  for  which  I  went  on 
board,  but  I  was  not  allowed  to  effect  it.  I  know  the  vessel  to  be  com- 
missioned by  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  The  warrant  was  for 
the  arrest  of  one  Charlie,  but  I  was  not  allowed  to  execute  it.  I  was  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  on  board.  I  am  able  to  say  she  is  a  Confederate 
States  vessel. 

To  Mr.  Call :  I  had  had  a  description  of  Charlie,  and  saw  him  during 
that  night.  I  recognized  him  and  had  a  conversation  with  him.  He 
was  brought  to  me  by  Senior  Constable  Minto,  and  I  at  once  said,  "  I 
believe  you  are  the  very  Charlie  I  want."  He  laughed,  and  said  it  was 
a  great  joke  on  board  about  Charlie  being  wanted.  He  said  he  was  not 
the  man.  He  said  he  was  cooking  for  the  wardroom  mess,  and  I  said  I 
thought  he  looked  like  a  cook.  I  sent  him  to  the  lock-up  with  two  con- 
stables. He  said  he  had  been  a  few  days  on  board,  and  that  he  picked 
up  his  meals  from  among  the  men.  He  expressed  disappointment  at 
not  being  able  to  go. 

The  prisoner  asked  the  witness  no  questions. 

Mr.  McDonnell  stated  that  that  was  his  case. 

The  court  then  adjourned  for  half  an  hour,  and  on  resuming — 

Mr.  McDonnell  asked  the  bench  to  give  their  decision,  as  otherwise 
he  should  not  be  in  a  position  to  proceed  with  the  other  cases. 

Mr.  Call  stated  that  the  bench  were  prepared  to  give  their  decision, 
and  then  asked  the  prisoner  the  ordinary  questions. 

The  prisoner  said  that  he  had  never  given  the  name  of  Charley.  The 
statement  was  false  altogether,  and  they  had  perjured  themselves  who 
said  so. 

Mr.  Call,  (addressing  the  prisoner.)  The  bench  are  of  opinion  that 
you  have  brought  yourself  within  the  act  referred  to,  and  have  so  served 
on  board  a  vessel  fitted  out  for  warlike  purposes.  You  are  therefore 
committed  to  take  your  trial  at  the  supreme  court.  Bail  will  be  allowed, 
yourself  in  £50,  and  one  surety  in  £50,  or  two  in  £25  each.  He 
was  then  removed. 

Franklin  Clover  was  then  placed  in  the  dock. 

Mr.  McDonnell  said  that  there  was  no  evidence  against  him,  and 
that  the  case  would  therefore  be  withdrawn.     He  was  an  American. 

The  bench  then  ordered  his  discharge,  and  he  was  set  at  liberty. 

William  Mackenzie  was  then  brought  forward. 
When  the  information  was  read  over  to  him  he  stated  that  he  had 
nothing  to  say. 
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John  Williams  was  then  recalled : 

He  said :  I  first  saw  the  prisoner  on  board  on  29th  of  January.  He 
wore  citizen  clothes — no  uniform  at  all.  When  visitors  were  on  board 
he  was  in  the  forecastle ;  when  they  left  he  was  out  on  deck.  I  never 
saw  any  of  the  offlcers  speaking  to  him.  I  never  had  any  conversation  • 
with  him,  and  he  never  spoke  to  me  more  than  to  ask  when  the  ship 
was  going  away.  I  said  I  did  not  know.  I  cooked  the  grub  and  sent 
it  to  the  prisoner  by  the  boy.  I  saw  the  forecastle  door  unlocked  after 
supper,  when  the  visitors  had  gone  ashore,  by  the  master-at-arms. 
After  it  was  unlocked  I  saw  the  prisoner  come  out  on  deck. 

The  prisoner  said  the  forecastle  door  was  open  all  day. 

Witness,  (to  the  prisoner.)  Ton  had  been  on  board  for  three  days 
without  regular  rations,  when  1  went  to  Mr.  Grimball,  the  second  lieu- 
tenant, and  asked  what  was  to  be  done  with  you  and  the  others  in  the 
forecastle,  and  he  gave  me  directions  to  the  master-at-arms  to  get  ra- 
tions and  supply  them  to  yon  in  the  forecastle,  the  same  as  the  others. 
I  got  them  cooked,  and  supplied  them  to  you  in  the  forecastle. 

To  Mr.  McDonnell.  The  pri&oner  slept  in  the  berth  deck. 

The  prisoner  said  he  slept  in  the  forecastle. 

Witness,  (to  Mr.  McCall.)  There  were  about  twelve  men  in  the  fore- 
castle who  had  come  from  the  shore  and  wanted  to  join  the  ship.  None 
of  them  arrived  with  the  ship. 

Walter  J.  Madden  recalled,  deposed : 

About  four  or  five  days  after  I  arrived  in  the  Shenandoah  I  saw  the 
prisoner  on  board.  He  was  not  engaged  in  anything.  When  I  left,  on 
the  7th  February,  he  was  then  on  board.  He  was  in  the  forecastle,  and 
his  meals  were  carried  in  to  him.  When  the  visitors  had  gone  he  used 
to  come  out  on  deck  in  the  evenings.  He  used  to  sleep  in  the  berth 
deck.  He  spoke  to  me  with  reference  to  joining  the  ship.  He  said  he 
had  not  been  long  going  to  sea,  and  that  he  would  like  to  join  as  ordi- 
nary seaman.  He  said  he  came  on  board  to  join  tlie  vessel.  I  did  not 
hear  any  orders  given  by  any  of  the  oflicers  to  him. 

To  the  prisoner:  It  was  the  night  she  broke  adrift  that  you  remarked 
to  me  you  had  not  been  long  going  to  sea,  and  that  you  would  like  to 
join  as  ordinary  seaman. 

Ohaeles  Bincicer  recalled,  deposed : 

I  first  saw  the  prisoner  on  board  the  Shenandoah  about  five  days  after 
we  arrived  here.  He  holystoned  the  deck  on  Saturday  last.  He  wore 
his  own  clothes,  and  was  on  board  when  I  left  the  vessel  on  Sunday 
last.  He  slept  in  the  berth  deck,  and  had  his  meals  in  the  forecastle, 
the  door  at  the  time  being  locked.  I  have  seen  the  master-at-arms  open 
the  door  while  the  prisoner  was  there,  as  he  always  was  when  visitors 
were  on  board.  I  had  no  conversation  with  him.  I  do  not  know  who 
ordered  him. to  holystone  the  deck. 

Herman  Vecker  recalled,  said : 

The  prisoner  came  on  board  about  five  days  after  we  arrived  here. 
He  worked  on  deck  with  the  holystones.  For  the  first  four  or  five  days 
he  was  in  my  mess  between  decks,  and  after  that  he  received  his  meals 
in  the  forecastle,  where  he  was  when  visitors  came  on  board.  I  do  not 
know  who  told  him  to  go  to  work.      I  did  not  have  any  conversation 
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with  him.    When  he  first  came  on  board  there  were  no  locks  on  the 
doors,  but  afterward,  when  more  men  came,  there  were  two  loclis.      I 
have  seen  the  quartermaster  unlock  the  door  and  hand  meals  in  to  the 
prisoner. 
The  prisoner  asked  this  witness  no  questions. 

Alexander  Minto  was  then  recalled,  and  deposed  to  the  arrest  of 
the  prisoner,  in  much  the  same  terms  as  in  the  previous  case.  The  pris- 
oner said  he  had  lately  been  in  the  hospital,  and  that  he  had  taken  six 
trips  in  the  City  of  Hobart.  He  also  said,  "  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  go  in 
her  now ;  I  should  like  to  have  gone  in  her." 

EiCHAED  Wardle,  the  watch-house  keeper,  was  then  recalled  to 
prove  the  entry  made  on  the  night  of  the  prisoner's  arrest,  from  which 
it  appeared  he  declared'himself  an  Englishman. 

Thomas  H.  Lyttleton,  superintendent  of  police,  repeated  his  former 
evidence. 

That  being  the  case  for  the  Crown,  the  bench  retired  to  consider  their 
decision. 

Alter  a  short  absence  they  returned,  and  the  prisoner  was  asked 
whether  he  had  anything  to  say  in  his  defense. 

The  prisoner  said:  All  I  can  say  is,  that  I  was  not  aware  that  I  was 
breaking  any  law  in  going  to  join  this  vessel.  I  have  been  out  of  a  ship 
for  some  time,  and  I  thought  I  might  as  well  try  and  get  some  employ- 
ment as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Call.  I  do  not  think  you  are  mending  your  case  by  making  such 
statements. 

Prisoner.  I  have  nothing  more  to  say.  ~- 

Mr.  Call,  (to  Mr.  McDonnell.)  The  supreme  court  is  now  sitting;  is 
it  contemplated  that  the  case  shall  now  come  on  during  these  sittings  ? 

Mr.  McDonnell.  It  is  not  so  intended. 

Mr.  Call.  Then  we  might  commit  them  to  the  general  sessions,  a^s  it 
would  save  time  and  not  keep  them  in  custody  so  long. 

Some  discussion  then  ensued  as  to  whether  such  a  course  was  per- 
mitted, and  upon  reference  it  appeared  that  it  was  not. 

The  prisoner  was  then  committed  to  take  his  trial  at  the  supreme 
court,  the  same  bail  as  in  the  other  case  being  allowed.  He  was  then 
removed. 

Arthur  Walmsley  was  then  brought  forward.  When  the  inform' 
ation  was  read  over  to  him  he  denied  that  he  went  on  board  the  Shen- 
andoah for  the  purpose  of  joining  her. 

Mr.  Superintendent  Lyttleton  deposed  to  having  seen  the  pris- 
oner on  the  night  of  the  IJrth  instant ;  he  said  he  had  been  on  board  a 
few  days. 

Prisoner.  I  said  1  had  been  on  board  only  one  day. 

Witness,  (to  the  bench.)  I  cannot  recollect  exactly  what  time  he 
said. 

Watch-house  keeper  Wardle  was  recalled,  and  read  the  entry  made 
when  the  prisoner  was  locked  up,  from  which  it  appeared  he  described 
himself  as  an  Englishman. 

Charles  Bincker  recalled,  deposed : 
I  first  saw  the  prisoner  on  board  the  Shenandoah  after  we  arrived 
here.    He  was  painting  between-decks  on  Saturday  last.     He  took  his 
meals  with  Ifo.  2  mess.    He  was  sometimes  in  the  forecastle  and  some- 
times on  deck.    He  slept  in  the  berth  deck.    He  was  on  board  when  I 
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left  the  vessel.    I  bad  no  conversation  with  him. .  He  wore  his  own 
clothes. 

Herman  Yecker  recalled,  deposed : 

I  first  saw  the  prisoner  on  board  on  the  7th  February ;  when  I  left 
the  vessel  on  Sunday  he  was  on  board.  He  slept  in  the  berth  deck,  and 
had  his  meals  with  No.  2  mess.  I  have  seen  him  do  work  oh  board.  I 
asked  him  what  he  was  doing  on  board  the  Shenandoah,  and  he  said, 
"  I  will  join  as  a  seaman  before  the  mast."  At  that  time  he  had  been 
two  days  on  board. 

Prisonee.  Look  here,  sir ;  if  I  was  going  to  die  this  very  minute,  I 
never  spoke  to  that  man  there,  and  if  Fox  were  here  he  would  prove  it. 
I  went  on  board  simply  to  see  Fox,  who  came  from  the  same  town  as  I 
did. 

Witness,  (to  the  bench.)  Fox  is  a  quarter  gunner. 

Senior  Constable  Minto  then  repeated  his  evidence.  The  pris- 
oner, when  arrested,  said  he  had  gone  on  board  on  the  day  before  to  see 
a  person  who  had  come  from  the  same  town  as  himself. 

That  concluded  the  case. 

Mr.  Cajll  asked  the  prisoner  whether  there  were  any  witnesses  that 
he  could  call,  such  as  persons  from  Melbourne,  who  could  say  that  he 
was  on  shore  and  not  on  board  the  ship. 

The  prisoner  said  that  Captain  Duucan  Graham,  of  the  Potomac 
lighter,  could  prove  that  he  was  living  on  board  the  lighter  up  to  Tues- 
day morning.  There  were  several  other  captains  of  lighters  who  could 
prove  the  same. 

Mr.  Gall  then  directed  the  police  to  obtain  the  names  and  addresses 
of  such  persons,  and  to  insure  their  attendance. 

The  prisoner  was  then  remanded  until  11  o'clock  on  the  following  day, 
that  the  evidence  might  be  produced. 

The  court  then  rose. 


There  was  no  meeting  of  the  legislative  assembly  yesterday,  owing  to 
a  quorum  of  members  not  being  present. 

The  four  men  who  were  arrested  in  the  attemijt  to  escape  from  the 
Confederate  States  cruiser  Shenandoah,  on  Tuesday  night  last,  were 
brought  up  at  the  Williamstown  i^olice  court  yesterday,  charged  with 
infringing  the  foreign  enlistment  act  by  entering  or  agreeing  to  enlist 
themselves  iu  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  on  board  that  vessel. 
The  court  was  crowded  during  the  whole  day,  and  considerable  interest 
was  mauifested  in  the  proceedings.  After  some  discussion  it  was 
resolved  to  take  each  case  separately,  and  that  of  Davidson  alias 
Charley,  to  search  for  whom  the  warrant  was  issued,  was  first  proceeded 
with.  It  was  shown  by  several  witnesses,  who  were,  until  lately,  mem- 
bers of  the  crew  of  the  Shenandoah,  that  the  man  was  not  seen  on  board 
until  after  the  vessel  arrived  in  these  waters ;  that  he  was  employed  as 
cook,  except  when  visitors  were  on  board,  during  which  time  he  was 
locked  up  in  the  forecastle ;  that  he  had  been  told  by  the  first  lieutenant 
to  keep  out  of  sight  until  the  vessel  was  out  of  the  port,  when  he  should 
be  enlisted,  and  that  he  had  spoken  to  the  witnesses  of  his  desire  to  join 
the  vessel.  He  was  committed  for  trial  at  the  next  criminal  sessions,  as 
was  also  Mackenzie,  who,  when  called  on  to  speak  in  his  own  defense, 
added  evidence  to  that  previously  given  against  him.  Glover,  who, 
when  arrested,  declared  himself  an  American,  was  discharged,  it  being 
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stated  there  was  no  evidence  against  him.  Walmsley,  a  boy  of  about 
seventeen  years  of  age,  and  agaiast  whom  the  case  is  somewhat  slight, 
stands  remanded  until  to-day,  that  he  may  call  evidence  to  rebut  some 
of  the  statements  made  by  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution. 

The  captain  of  the  Shenandoah  does  not  appear  desirous  of  losing  any 
time  in  taking  his  departure  from  this  port.  The  crew  were  busily 
engaged  during  yesterday  in  taking  in  coal,  and  toward  evening  the 
sails  were  being  uncovered.  It  is  understood  that  the  vessel  will  leave 
to-morrow. 


[Inolosure  No.  51.]  • 

[From  the  Argus  of  February  17,  1865.] 

THE   SHENANDOAH    APFAIR. 

The  complications  in  which  the  confederate  war  steamer  Shenandoah 
i»  involved  have,  it  is  true,  been  brought  to  an  end,  so  far  as  practical 
interference  with  the  vessel  is  concerned,  but  the  political  and  moral 
questions  have,  been  by  no  means  unraveled.  Some  correspondence 
which  we  print  below  will  throw  a  little  light  on  the  affair,  and  perhaps 
enable  our  community  to  form  an  opinion  for  themselves  as  to  the  action 
taken  by  our  local  government.  The  main  points  in  dispute  can  hardly  be 
succinctly  stated,  but  arise  in  the  course  of  the  various  considerations 
involved.  But  we  must  first  give  a  history  of  what  has  not  yet  reached 
our  readers. 

Wednesday  morning,  it  Avill  be  remembered,  found  the  ship  still  on 
the  government  slip,  the  manager  of  the  slip  refusing  to  obey  the  ex- 
press instructions  of  her  captain  to  have  her  launched,  giving  as  his 
reason  that  he  was  ordered  by  the  government  not  to  let  the  launch 
proceed.  The  slip  was  then  in  the  hands  of  police,  whose  instructions 
were  to  prevent  its  use  for  the  launch  of  the  Shenandoah  "  at  all  haz- 
ards." On  the  previous  evening  Captain  Waddell  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  commissioner  of  trade  and  customs  for  Victoria,  intima- 
ting that  the  faidlities  hitherto  afforded  the  Shenandoah  would  be  sus- 
pended on  account  of  the  alleged  refusal  by  the  commander  to  allow  a 
magistrate's  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  one  "  Charlie,"  said  to  be  on 
board,  to  be  executed.  To  that  letter  the  captain  replied  with  another 
denying  that  the  execution  of  the'warrant  had  been  refused,  and  stating 
that  permission  to  the  police  to  search  the  ship  had  been  denied  as  con- 
trary to  the  dignity  of  the  confederate  flag ;  that  the  vessel  had  been 
searched  twice,  and  no  "Charlie"  found;  and  that  absolutely  no  one 
had  been  shipped  in  these  waters ;  and  finally,  protesting  against  any 
obstruction  which  would  cause  the  detention  of  the  vessel.  On  Wednes- 
day morning,  then  finding  his  vessel  still  fast  on  the  cradle  of  the  gov- 
ernment slip,  and  that  the  government  had  taken  measures  to  prevent 
its  removal.  Captain  Waddell  sent  his  second  lieutenant  to  Mr.  Francis 
with  this  letter  : 

"  CONFEDEEATE  STATES  STEAMER  SHENANDOAH, 

"  February  15,  1865. 

"  Sir  :  I  am  informed  by  the  manager  of  the  slip,  upon  which  the 

Confederate  States  steamer  Shenandoah  now  rests,  that  the  slip  has 

been  seized  by  authority  from  his  excellency  the  governor  to  prevent 

the  launching  of  tlie  Confederate  States  steamer  Shenandoah,  which, 
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of  necessity,  is  a  seizure  of  tlie  vessel  under  my  command.    I  therefore 
respectfully  beg  to  be  informed  if  this  seizure  is  known  to  his  excellency 
the  governor,  and  if  it  meets  his  approval. 
"  Very  respectfully,  &c., 

"  JAMES  J.  WADDELL, 
"  Lieutenant  Commanding,  Confederate  States  Navy. 
"  Hon.  the  Commissionee  op  Trade  and  Customs." 

At  3  p.  m.  the  same  day  a  proclamation  (published  in  yesterday's  Ar- 
gus) was  made  by  his  excellency  the  governor,  revoking  the  "  suspen- 
sion of  facilities"  so  far  as  the  launch  was  concerned,  and  the  following 
letter  was  addressed  to  Captain  Waddell : 

"  CxJSTOM-HousE,  Melbourne,  February  15, 1865. 
"  Sir  :  In  acknowledging  your  letters  of  yesterday's  date,  and  also  in 
reply  to  your  communication  of  this  morning,  I  am  instructed  by  his 
excellency  the  governor  to  inform  you  that  the  lessee  of  the  patent  slip 
having  reported  that  the  safety  of  the  ship  Shenandoah  may  be  endan- 
gered by  her  present  position  on  the  slip,  the  suspension  of  permission 
to  British  subjects  to  assist  in  launching  the  ship  is  withdrawn ;  while 
the  further  matters  referred  to  in  your  letters  are  under  consideration, 
and  will  be  replied  to  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

"  JAMES  G.  PEANCIS. 
"J.  J.  Waddell,  Esq., 

"  Lieutenant  Commanding  Confederate  States  Steamer  Shenandoah.^' 

Accordingly  the  vessel  was  launched  and  taken  to  a  spot  midway  be- 
tween Williamstown  and  Sandridge,  where  she  now  lies.  At  a  late 
hour,  after  11  o'clock  that  night,  the  following  letter  was  received  by 
the  commander  of  the  Shenandoah  : 

"  CusTOM-HousE,  Melbourne,  February  15, 1866. 

"  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  further  ac- 
knowledge your  communications  of  the  14th  and  15th  instant,  in  which, 
alleging  that  the  vessel  under  your  command  had  been  seized,  you  ask 
■whether  the  seizure  is  known  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  and  if  it 
meets  his  approval. 

"  I  am  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  this  government  has  not  directed 
or  authorized  the  seizure  of  the  Shenandoah. 

"  The  instructions  to  the  police  were  to  see  that  none  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  in  this  colony  rendered  any  aid  or  assistance  to,  or  performed 
any  work  in  respect  of,  your  vessel  during  the  period  of  the  suspension 
of  the  permission  which  was  granted  to  you  to  repair  and  take  in  sup- 
plies, pending  your  reply  to  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  in  regard  to 
a  British  subject  being  on  board  your  vessel,  and  having  entered  the 
service  of  the  Confederate  States  in  violation  of  the  British  statute 
known  as  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  of  the  instructions  issued  by 
the  governor  for  the  maintenance  of  neutrality  by  Her  Majesty's  subjects. 

"In  addition  to  evidence  previously  in  possession  of  this  government, 
it  has  been  reported  by  the  police  that  about  ten  o'clock  last  night  four 
men,  -who  had  been  in  concealment  on  board  the  Shenandoah,  left  the 
ship,  and  were  arrested  immediately  after  so  leaving  by  the  water  police. 

"  It  appears  from  the  statements  of  these  men  that  they  were  on  board, 
your  vessel  both  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  the  13fch  and  14th  instant*. 
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when  their  presence  was  denied  by  the  commanding  officer  in  charge, 
and  by  yourself  subsequently,  when  you  declared  that  there  were  '  no 
persons  on  board  this  ship  except  those  whose  names  are  on  our  ship- 
ping articles.'  This  assertion  must  necessarily  have  been  made  by  you 
without  having  ascertained  for  yourself  by  a  search  that  such  men 
were  not  on  board,  while  at  the  time  you  refused  permission  to  the 
officer  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  warrant  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

"  Referring  to  that  portion  of  your  communication  of  the  14th  instant 
in  which  you  inform  his  excellency  the  governor  '  that  the  execution  of 
the  warrant  was  not  refused,  as  no  such  person  as  the  one  therein  speci- 
fied was  on  board,'  I  am  in  position  to  state  that  one  of  the  four 
men  previously  alluded  to  is  ascertained  to  be  the  person  named  in  the 
warrant. 

"  I  am  also  to  observe  that,  while  at  the  moment  of  the  dispatch  of 
your  letter  it  may  be  true  that  these  men  were  not  on  board  the  Shenan- 
doah, it  is  beyond  question  that  they  were  on  board  at  the  time  it  was 
indited,  your  letter  having  been  dispatched  at  five  minutes  before  ten 
o'clock. 

"  It  thus  appears  plain,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  foreign  enlistment 
act  was  in  course  of  being  evaded. 

"Nevertheless,  as  the  only  person  for  whose  arrest  a  warrant  was 
issued  has  been  secured,  and  as  you  are  now  in  a  position  to  say,  as 
commanding  officer  of  the  ship,  and  on  behalf  of  your  government, 
whose  faith  is  pledged  by  the  assurance,  '  that  there  are  no  persons  on 
board  this  ship  except  those  whose  names  are  on  our  shipping  articles, 
and  that  no  one  has  been  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
States  since  my  arrival  in  this  port,'  his  excellency  the  governor  has 
been  pleased  to  revoke  the  directions  issued  yesterday  suspending  per- 
mission to  British  subjects  to  aid  and  assist  you  in  effecting  the  neces- 
sary repairs  and  taking  in  supplies. 

"  I  am  to  add,  it  is  expected  that  you  will  exercise  every  dispatch,  so 
as  to  insure  your  departure  by  the  day  named  in  your  first  letter  of  yes- 
terday, viz,  Sunday  next. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"JAS.  G.  FEAIS'GIS. 

"J.  J.  Waddell,  Esq., 

"  Lieut.  Commanding  Confederate  States  Steamer  Shenandoah.^' 

It  was  too  late  to  reply  that  night,  but  the  next  morning  the  following 
reply  M'as  forwarded  to  the  government: 

"Confederate  States  Steamer  Shenandoah, 

"  Sobson's  Bay,  February  16,  1865. 

"  Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  yesterday's  date,  and 
desire  to  convey,  through  you,  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  my  appre- 
ciation and  thanks  for  his  observance  of  the  rights  of  belligerents  ;  and 
further  to  assure  his  excellency  the  governor  that  every  dispatch  is 
being  made  by  me  to  get  the  Shenandoah  to  sea  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

"  The  four  men  alluded  to  in  your  communication  are  no  part  of  this 
vessel's  complement  of  men ;  they  were  detected  on  board  by  the  ship's 
police  after  all  strangers  were  reported  out  of  the  vessel,  and  they  were 
ordered  and  seen  out  of  the  vessel  by  the  ship's  police  immediately  on 
their  discovery,  which  was  after  my  letter  had  been  dispatched  inform- 
ing his  excellency  the  governor  that  there  were  no  such  persons  on 
board.    These  men  were  here  without  my  knowledge,  and  I  have  no 
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doubt  can  be  properly  called  stowaways,  and  such  they  could  have  re- 
mained but  for  the  vigilance  of  the  ship's  police,  inasmuch  as  they  were 
detected  after  the  third  search ;  but  in  no  way  can  I  be  accused,  in  truth, 
of  being  cognizant  of  an  evasion  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

"In  conclusioa,  sir,  allow  me  to  inform  you  that  I  consider  the  tone 
•of  your  letter  remarkably  disrespectful  and  insulting  to  the  government 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  and  that  I  shall  take  an  early  opportu- 
nity of  forwarding  it  to  the  Richmond  government. 
"  Very  respectfully,  t&c, 

"  JAMBS  J.  WADDELL, 

"  Lieutenant  Commanding,  C.  S.  N. 
"  Hon.  the  Commissioner  of  Trade  and  Customs." 

In  consequence  of  the  permission  granted  in  Mr.  Francis's  last  letter, 
coaling  was  proceeded  with,  and  yesterday  over  two  hundred  tons  and 
a  quantity  of  stores  were  put  on  board.  Officers  and  men  were  all  in- 
tensely busy,  and  coal-dust  seemed  to  fill  the  atmosphere.  It  will  take 
at  least  two  days  more  to  properly  complete  the  stores,  but  yet  it  is  not 
absolutely  certain  that  Captain  Waddell  will  wait  for  that. 

Before  quitting  the  subject,  it  will  be  well  to  give  a  few  statements  in 
respect  to  the  aspect  of  affairs.  It  is  evident,  from  Mr./  Francis's  last 
letter,  that  the  government  claim  to  have  permitted  the  launch  because 
"Charlie"  had  been  taken,  while  Captain  Waddell  claims  that  such  a 
course  was  forced  on  them  by  his  threat  to  accept  the  detention  of  the 
vessel  on  the  government  slip  as  a  seizure.  This  is  certainly  a  moot 
point.  Captain  Waddell's  explanation  of  "Charlie's"  discovery  is,  to 
say  the  least,  a  highly  natural  one,  especially  as  the  fact  of  the  arrest  of 
the  four  men  does  not  appear  to  have  reached  the  Shenandoah,  so  jeal- 
ously is  she  guarded,  till  Wednesday  night.  He  says  that  a  remark 
made  by  one  of  his  men,  and  reported  to  him  after  it  had  gone  through 
several  hands,  first  aroused,  his  suspicion  that  the  two  searches  made 
had  not  been  complete.  One  of  the  men  had  been  heard  to  say  that  he 
knew  where  a  man  was,  and  thereupon  a  third  search  was  ordered,  and 
the  four  men  discovered.  They  were  ordered  ashore  directly.  Captain 
Waddell  not  thinking  it  worth  while  to  hand  them  over  to  the  police, 
seeing  that  the  men  were  sent  into  the  waterman's  boat  under  the  nose 
of  the  water  police,  and  that  rows  of  armed  constables  flanked  the  vessel 
on  each  side  and  patrolled  on  long  platforms  running  within  ten  feet  of 
the  ship.  In  his  last  letter  he  has,  in  his  opinion,  closed  his  correspond- 
ence with  the  government,  and  to  his  friends  he  has  asserted  that  in  the 
whole  course  of  his  tweuty-one  years'  experience  in  the  navy  of  his  coun- 
try he  never  knew  of  communications  on  these  subjects  between  a  ves- 
sel of  war  and  anybody  but  the  representative  of  the  imperial  govern- 
ment. It  is  not  improbable  that,  had  the  communication  been  between 
the  commander  and  his  excellency,  Mr.  McCulloch  would  scarcely  have 
ventured  on  his  assertion  to  the  legislative  assembly,  that  a  foreign  ves- 
sel of  war  had  been  "  ordered"  to  leave  the  port. 


[Inclosure  No.  52.] 

[From  the  Herald  of  February  20,  1865.] 

The  confederate  cruiser  Shenandoah  left  Hobsoti's  Bay  at  about  6a.m. 
on  Saturday,  and  was  seen  during  the  afternoon  outside  the  Heads  by  the 
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schooners  Sir  Isaac  Newton  and  Zephyr.  She  steamed  up  to  the  former, 
and  hoisted  an  English  ensign,  which  on  being  answered  with  a  like  flag, 
she  stood  oif  again ;  when  the  Zephyr  saw  her  at  a  later  hour  of  the  day, 
she  was  hove  to  off'  Cape  Schanck.  Several  rumors  are  afloat  that  the 
Shenandoah  shipped  or  received  on  board  somewhere  about  eighty  men 
just  prior  to  leaving.  We  have  since  been  informed  that  she  took  away 
a  large  number,  but  not  equal  to  that  above  stated. 

[From  the  Argus  of  February  20,  1865.J 

We  may  now  speak  of  the  confederate  war  steamer  Shenandoah  as 
something  that  has  come  and  gone.  With  all  the  sympathy  we  may  have 
had  with  her  as  the  representative  of  those  who  are  gallantly  fighting 
against  long  odds,  she,  in  the  fulfillment  of  a  warlike  errand,  was  most 
unwelcome  in  our  still  peaceful  port,  and  we  are  unfeigned  ly  glad  of  her 
departure.  She  left  before  the  time  named  to  our  local  government  by 
her  commander  when  a  demand  was  made  that  the  period  of  her  leaving 
should  be  fixed  at  as  early  a  date  as  was  possiJble;  but  Captain  Waddell 
was  anxious  to  be  better  than  his  word.  Before  the  detention  on  the 
government  patent  slip  he  proniised  to  be  away,  if  possible,  by  Sunday, 
and  by  dint  of  working  doulsle  tides,  night  and  day,  he  managed  to  steam 
away  shortly  after  daybreak  on  Saturday  last.  At  first  she  started  at 
half-speed,  and  fired  a  gun  or  so  to  give  notice  of  her  departure ;  but 
nothing  followed,  and  we  are  informed  that  she  passed  Gellibrand's 
Point  at  full  speed,  and  was  quickly  out  of  sight.  Her  machinery  was 
little  more  than  patched  up,  for  it  was  nearly  imperative  that  the  pinion 
nearest  the  screw-shaft  should  be  renewed,  but  Messrs.  Langlands  &  Co. 
made  "  a  good  job"  of  their  repairs,  and  the  ship  has  consequenth'  consider- 
able speed.  Our  latest  news  of  her  represents  her  as  having  cleared  the 
Heads  at  noon,  steering  southwest  for  about  twenty  miles,  when  she  altered 
her  course  to  south  and  was  lost  sight  of  in  thick  mist  at  half-past  two  p.  m. 
Of  the  various  ridiculous  stories  that  are  told  of  the  circumstances  that 
attended  her  departure,  we  shall  only  contradict  one,  viz,  the  reported 
arrival  on  board,  at  two  on  Saturday  morning,  of  Captain  Semmes,  lat6 
of  the  Alabama,  said  to  have  arrived  under  a  feigned  name  in  the  Great 
Britain.  That  remarkably  enterprising  and  gallant  commander  is,  we 
are  informed  by  those  most  likely  to  know,  by  this  time  in  the  Confed- 
erate States ;  his  health  having  been  seriously  impaired  by  the  energy 
and  zeal  which  characterized  the  performance  of  his  mission,  and  the 
effects  of  his  submersion  after  the  engagement  between  the  Alabama, 
C.  S.  N.,  and  the  Kearsarge,  U.  S.  N.  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  however, 
that  during  Friday  night  a  large  number  of  men  found  their  way  on 
board  the  Shenandoah,  and  did  not  return  on  shore  again.  It  is  not 
improbable  yet  that  we  shall  have  further  news  of  the  Shenandoah. 

[From  tlie  Herald  of  Febiuiry  29,  1865.] 

The  confederate  ship  Shenandoah,  Captain  Waddell,  got  up  steam 
and  left  Hobson's  Bay  at  six  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning.  During  her 
stay  in  port  several  repairs  have  been  effected,  and  a  quantity  of  pro- 
visions and  coals  have  been  shipped.  There  is  no  doubt  that  she  has 
taken  away  with  her  several  men  from  this  colony ;  report  says  eighty, 
but  that  is  probably  an  exaggeration.  The  neglect  of  the  attorney  gen- 
eral in  not  replying  to  Captain  Waddell's  question  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  neutral  limit  has  apparently  absolved  that  commander  from  respon- 
sibility so  far  as  carrying  on  hostile  operations  outside  Port  Philip  Heads 
is  concerned,  for,  according  to  our  shipping  report,  the  Shenandoah 
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Steamed  up  to  the  schooner  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  evidently  with  the  inten- 
tion of  overhauling  her  had  she  happened  to  be  a  Yankee  vessel. 

[Frora  the  Age  of  February  20,  1865.] 

The  Shenandoah  left  Hobson's  Bay  at  six  o'clock  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing.  It  is  currently  reported  that  she  shipped  some  eighty  men  just 
prior  to  leaving.  At  a  late  hour  on  Saturday  she  was  hove  to  off  Cape 
Schanck. 

The  police  on  Saturday  received  the  following  information  relative  to 
an  attempt  made  to  enlist  men  for  the  confederate  service  on  board  the 
confederate  steamer  Shenandoah.  About  half-past  four  o'clock  on  Sat- 
urday afternoon  a  man,  who  gave  his  name  and  address  as  George  Ken- 
nedy, 125  Flinders  lane  east,  called  at  the  police  oiilice,  in  Eussell  street, 
and  stated  that,  having  seen  an  advertisement  in  the  Argus,  he  called 
on  the  advertiser,  "Powell,"  with  whom  was  another  man,  whose  name 
he  did  not  know.  He  remained  in  their  company  for  several  hoars,  dur- 
ing which  time  they  supplied  him  with  drink,  and  endeavored,  by  every 
kind  of  persuasion,  to  induce  him  to  join  the  confederate  service  on  board 
the  Shenandoah,  for  which  purpose  they  also  conducted  him  to  the  wharf, 
and  desisted  from  their  efforts  only  when  he  openly  stated  his  intention 
of  reporting  the  matter  to  the  authorities.  Kennedy  further  stated  that, 
when  the  men  were  using  their  endeavors  to  get  him  to  join  the  Shenan- 
doah, there  were  several  other  persons  present  who  accepted  their  offers, 
and  whom  he  now  believes  to  be  on  board  that  vessel.  A  warrant  has 
been  issued  by  the  Melbourne  bench  for  the  apprehension  of  the  offend- 
ers. 


[From  the  Melbourne  Herald  of  February  23,  1865.] 
LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  February  22. 

THE  SEIZURE  OF  THE  SHENANDOAH. — ^ME.   HIGHETT'S  MOTION. 

Mr.  HiGHETT,  pursuant  to  notice,  moved  that  an  address  be  presented 
to  the  governor,  praying  that  his  excellency  would  cause  to  be  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  house  copies  of  any  instructions  received  from  the  home 
government  relative  to  the  reception  and  treatment  of  ships  of  war  of 
foreign  nations  visiting  this  port,  more  especially  in  relation  to  those  of 
belligerent  powers.  He  said  that  the  correspondence  which  had  recently 
taken  place  between  the  government  and  the  commander  of  the  Shenan- 
doah had  caused  great  excitement  in  the  public  mind.  The  majority  of 
the  public  were  of  opinion  that  it  should  have  taken  place  between  the 
governor  and  the  commander  of  that  vessel.  His  motion  would  set  that 
at  rest. 

Mr.  Hull  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hekvet  said  that,  beyond  what  had  been  published,  any  dis- 
patches were  confideutial,  and  his  excellency  would  not,  therefore,  give 
them  up.  Under  the  circumstances  he  hoped  the  honorable  member 
would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cole  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hull  referred  to  the  imbroglio  that  took  place  between  Lieuten- 
ant Lowe,  of  the  confederate  tender  to  the  Alabama,  in  Temple  Bay,  and 
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the  governor  at  that  port,  and  stated  that  the  correspondence  was  car- 
ried on  entirely  between  Lieutenant  Lowe,  although  he  was  only  a  lieu- 
tenant and  commanding  a  tender,  and  the  governor. 

Mr.  HiGHETT  intimated  that  he  would  call  for  a  division. 

Mr.  Hervey  pointed  out  that  there  were  certain  dispatches  which  the 
governor  was  not  entiled  to  lay  before  the  house,  and  that,  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  they  were  of  that  nature.  The  governor  had  acted  in  accord- 
ance with  those  instructions. 

Mr.  HiGHBTT  said  that  his  motion  was  merely  for  the  presentation  of 
an  address  to  the  governor,  and  it  should  be  left  to  the  governor  to 
say  whether  he  would  comply  with  it.  His  own  impression  was  that 
the  instructions  were  to  correspond  through  the  ministry,  but  he  wanted 
to  see  that  it  was  so. 

Mr.  STRA.CHA.N  thought  that  any  instructions  sent  ought  to  be  laid 
before  Parliament.  It  seemed  very  extraordinary  that  in  an  important 
matter,  when  the  correspondence  had  been  carried  on  by  the  government 
and  not  by  the  governor,  that  it  could  be  withheld.  The  government 
had  not,  in  his  opinion,  come  out  with  very  flying  colors  in  the  matter. 
His  opinion  was  that  the  governor  should  have  carried  on  the  corre- 
spondence. 

Mr.  Fraser  opposed  the  views  of  the  last  speaker,  and  thought  the 
house  ought  not  to  press  the  matter.  The  governor,  through  the  com- 
missioner of  customs,  had  shown  to  the  public  at  large  what  the  instruc- 
tions were,  as  would  be  seen  from  the  correspondence.  The  government 
had  acted  under  instructions  from  the  governor.  Mr.  Fawkner :  "Who 
knows  thatf  If  the  dispatch  was  a  ijrivate  one,  they  should  not  insist 
upon  having  it. 

Mr.  Fawkner  hoped  that  the  honorable  member  would  press  it  to  a 
division.  If  the  honorable  member  who  had  just  sat  down  had  seen  all 
the  correspondence  and  read  it,  he  (Mr.  Fawkner)  had  not. 

Mr.  Frasee  said  that  he  had  read  it  in  the  public  prints. 

Mr.  Fawkner  said  that  a  one-sided  view  was  always  taken  by  the 
public  prints.  He  characterized  the  conduct  of  the  government  in 
seizing  the  ship  while  on  the  slip  as  cowardly  and  most  unmanly.  It 
was,  moreover,  a  ship  of  war.  It  was  like  the  case  of  the  Florida.  He 
maintamed  that  the  vessel  was  seized  without  rhyme  or  reason.  It  was 
quite  possible  tnat  a  few  men  were  stowed  away  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  commander,  and  it  had  not  been  proved  that  the  men  had  been 
emplpyed,  although  they  were  charged  with  having  enlisted.  The  gov- 
ernment had  compromised  itself  with  the  people  at  large. 

Mr.  Fellows  pointed  out  the  double  capacity  of  the  governor  as  a 
constitutional  sovereign  and  an  agent  of  the  liome  government,  and 
remarked  upon  the  coarse  taken  by  Sir  Henry  Barkly  in  laying  upon 
the  table  certain  papers,  with  the  understanding  that  it  was  not  con- 
ceded as  a  right  or  to  be  considered  as  precedent.  If  to  the  motion  the 
government  returned  the  answer  that  it  was  inconvenient,  as  the 
papers  were  private  and  confidential,  there  was  an  end  of  the  matter; 
but  referring  to  the  correspondence,  he  thought  a  different  construction 
was  to  be  put  upon  it.  He  then  quoted  from  the  published  correspond- 
ence to  show  that,  as  reference  was  not  made  expressly  to  the  gov- 
ernor, the  government  were  understood  to  be  authorized  by  the 
imperial  government,  and  that,  therefore,  the  instructions  could  be 
called  for. 

Mr.  Hertey  reminded  the  house  that  it  was  more  an  imperial  than  a 
colonial  question.  The  governor  owed  a  duty  to  the  home  government^ 
and  if  he  had  done  anything  wrong,  it  was  his  particular  duty  to  justify 
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his  action  to  that  government.  He  only  wished  the  governftient 
could  produce  the  letters,  as  they  were  not  desirous  of  keeping  them 
back.  The  matter  Would  come  Uefore  Parliament  at  home,  and  the 
justification  would  have  to  be  made  in  the  proper  quarter. 

Mr.  Fellows  suggested  that  the  honorable  member  might  say  that 
it  did  not  contain  any  instructions  to  the  local  government. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  agreed  to,  on  a  division  by  15  to  10.^ 

MR.   cole's  motion. 

Mr.  Cole  moved  that  copies  be  furnished  of  all  correspondence 
between  the  government  and  the  commander  of  the  Shenandoah.  He 
remarked  that  it  was  an  important  question,  involving  the  neutrality  of 
the  port. 

Mr.  S.  G.  Henty  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hervey  said  there  was  no  correspondence  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  captain  of  the  Shenandoah.  The  correspondence  was  on 
behalf  of  the  governor,  and  written  under  his  direction. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Hull, 

Mr.  HiGHETT  said :  Do  I  understand  that  there  has  been  no  corre- 
spondence between  the  government  and  the  Shenandoah "? 

Mf.  Hertey.  ISTone. 

Mr.  HiGHETT  said  there  appeared  to  be,  and  urged  that  the  house 
was  entitled  to  that  which  had  taken  place  between  the  commissioner 
of  trade  and  customs  and  the  commander  of  the  Shenandoah. 

Mr.  Mitchell  asked  whether  the  commissioner  of  customs  held  twa 
positions — that  of  a  minister  and  secretary  to  the  governor"^ 

Mr.  Hervey  said  the  governor  selected  the  proper  officer  to  sign  the 
correspondence. 

Mr.  Fellows.  Who,  his  private  secretary  f 

Mr.  Hertey.  No;  any  correspondence  was  by  the  order  of  his 
excellency. 

Mr.  Mitchell.  Then  it  did  not  take  place  between  any  member  of 
the  government  and  the  captain  of  the  Shenandoah,  but  between  the 
secretary  of  tlie  governor  and  the  captain  of  the  Shenandoah. 

Mr.  Strachan.  Did  the  governor  indorse  all  the  commissioner  of 
customs  wrote ! 

Mr.  Hervey.  Yes. 

Mr.  Strachan.  Then  let  us  have  it  shown  to  be  so. 

Mr.  FELLOAV3.  Under  his  hand  and  seal  ■? 

Mr.  Strachan  believed  there  were  two  letters,  and  would  like  to 
know  whether  the  government  indorsed  all  that  was  written  by  Mr. 
Francis.  He  did  not  and  could  not  believe  it,  and  it  would  be  only 
when  it  was  produced  to  the  house,  indorsed  by  his  excellency,  that  he 
would  believe  it. 

For  another  report  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Shenandoah  at 
Melbourne,  see  extract  from  the  Argus,  February  23, 1865. — Vol.  3,p..438.. 


[From  the  London  Times,  April  13,  1865.] 

AUSTRALIA. 

[From  our  own  correspondent.] 

Melosourne,  February  24. 

By  the  steamship  London,  which  sailed  htnue  on  tlie  4,h  of  this  month,. 
I  forwarded  to  you  some  additional  jjarticulars  resi-ejiiug  the  confed- 


688  INSUEGENT   CRUISEES. 

erate  war  steamer  the  Shenandoah,  which  put  into  this  port  for  supplies 
and  repairs  on  the  2oth  ultimo,  being  the  day  before  the  departure  of 
our  English  mail  for  that  month.  As  it  is  not  improbable  that  this  let- 
ter may  arrive  overland  before  you  get  the  news  by  the  London,  I  must 
give  you  the  history  of  the  Shenandoah's  stay  here,  inclusive  of  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  what  I  may  have  written  before,  as  it  is  more  than  likely 
that  in  connection  with  this  vessel  transactions  have  occurred  in  Mel- 
bourne which  may  yet  furnish  forth  a  debate  ortwoin  theBritish  House 
of  Commons. 

Et  is  not  now  denied  that  the  Shenandoah  is  the  old  Sea  King  newly 
named ;  that  she  found  her  way  to  Madeira  on  the  17th  of  October  last; 
that  she  met  the  Laurel  at  that  island ;  that  from  the  Laurel  she  received 
Stores,  crew,  and  equipments,  and  was  sold  and  transferred  to  her  pres- 
ent owners  for  the  price,  it  is  said,  of  £45,000 ;  that  she  sailed  from  the 
northern  to  the  southern  hemisphere,  making  many  prizes  by  the  way; 
that  she  transferred  from  these  prizes  to  herself  m-any  i^risoners,  some 
of  whom  were  landed  and  left  at  Tristan  d'Acunha,  a  desolate  island 
far  away  in  mid-ocean  between  Africa  and  America,-  and  that  others 
were  brought  on  to  Melbourne.  Chronometers  and  other  portables  being 
removed,  the  captured  ships  were  burnt,  and  thus  practicing  in  the  Ala- 
bama fashion  the  Shenandoah  worked  her  way  to  our  port. 

On  the  evening  of  her  arrival  her  first  officer  was  dispatched  to  Gov- 
ernment-house with  a  letter  from  Captain  Waddell  requesting  to  be 
allowed  to  land  his  prisoners  and  to  procure  supplies  and  repairs  for  his 
ship,  the  writer  also  promising  to  respect  the  neutrality.  The  governor 
convened  his  executive  council  the  following  morning,  and  after  a  care- 
ful consideration  of  the  provisions  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  of 
the  proclamations  and  dispatches  of  the  home  g'overnment  on  the  sub- 
ject of  aid  to  be  afforded  to  belligerents,  permission  was  accorded  to 
Captain  WaddeU  to  take  in  supplies  of  coaland  provision,  and  to  effect 
such  repairs  as  to  enable  him  to  put  forth  to  sea.  A  board  of  nautical 
men  were  appointed  to  see  that  no  more  repairs  were  effected  than  were 
indispensably  necessary  formaking  the  vessel  sea-worthy.  Captain  Wad- 
dell did  not  seem  to  be  in  a  very  great  hurry  about  repairing  his  ship, 
and  many  persons  began  to  surmise — and  probably  with  justice — that 
his  principal  object  was  to  while  away  time  until  the  arrival  of  the  Eng- 
lish mail,  due  in  about  a  fortnight,  and  which  would,  of  course,  bring 
all  particulars  as  to  the  shipping.  Federal  and  otherwise,  bound  for  the 
Australian  ports.  Meanwhile,  Captain  Waddell  and  his  officers  became 
little  lions  to  the  people  of  Melbourne.  They  were  elected  honorary 
members  of  the  Melbourne  Club,  and  a  dinner  was  given  to  them  by 
a  ijortion  of  that  select  society.  In  return,  Captain  Waddell  threw  open 
his  ship  to  the  public,  which,  however,  had  none  of  the  style  or  discipline 
of  an  ordinary  man-of-war,  her  crew^-eKceeding  seventy  in  number — 
being  a  strange  collection  of  odds  and  ends  of  humanity — "  colluvies  om- 
oiium  gentium" — and  just  such  a  mixture  as  might  be  looked  for  in  a  ves- 
sel whose  business  savored  after  all  very  much  of  piracy.  Accord- 
ingly, Mr.  Blanchard,  the  American  consul  in  our  port,  very  soon  began 
to  pay  to  the  Shenandoah  an  amount  of  attention  as  creditable  to  his 
own  zeal  as  a  servant  of  the  Federal  States  as  it  was  tormenting  to  the 
Victorian  government.  Mr.  Blanchard  demanded  that  the  ship  should 
be  seized  as  a  pirate.  He  had  learned  from  the  landed  prisoners,  and 
from  some  of  the  seamen  originally  pressed  from  prizes,  and  who  took 
the  first  opportunity  of  "getting  away,"  (by  the  Shenandoah  officers 
called  ''deserting,")  that  the  ship  was  formerly  the  Sea  King,  that  she 
had  been  partially  equipped  in  an  English  port,  that  two  of  her  guns 
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at  least  liad  been  provided  in  England,  and  that  slie  had  never  been  in 
a  confederate  port.  On  the  strength  of  these  alleged  discoveries,  Mr. 
Blanchard  waited  several  times  on  Sir  Charles  Darling  and  on  the  law 
officers  of  the  government,  and  contended  on  the  authority  of  the  Alex- 
andra case,  decided  by  the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  that  the  vessel  was 
seizable  in  Melbourne,  for  this  decided  breach  of  neutrality  in  England. 
The  law  officers,  being  required  to  furnish  an  opinion  on  the  matter  for 
the  information  of  his  excellency,  advised  that,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Alabama  when  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  alleged  antecedents  of 
the  vessel  could  not  be  looked  at,  and  that  in  oiir  port  the  Shenandoah 
flying  the  confederate  flag,  and  her  cai^tain  bearing  the  confederate  com- 
mission, must  be  accepted  as  the  belligerent  she  purported  to  be ;  and 
that  therefore  she  could  not  be  seized,  the  more  especially  as  no  offense 
had  been  committed  within  our  jurisdiction.  The  consul  contended  that 
in  that  case  the  foreign  enlistment  act  was  a  dead  letter,  as  nothing  was 
easier  than  for  a  vessel,  as  in  the  present  case,  to  get  away  from  an 
English  port  partially  equipped,  take  in  the  rest  of  her  supijlies  and 
armament  at  some  place  of  rendezvous  at  sea,  and  then  come  on  to  Mel- 
bourne to  refit  with  impunity,  if  "antecedents"  could  not  be  inquired 
into  at  all.  He  professed  himself  unable  to  comprehend  why  we  could 
not  seize  the  Shenandoah  in  Melbourne  if  an  offense  against  the  foreign 
enlistment  act  committed  in  England  could  be  clearly  proved  here ;  "for 
are  you  not,"  he  said,  "both  in  the  mother  country  and  in  the  colony 
under  the  same  law  f  He  was  met  with  the  English  law  officers'  opinion 
in  the  Alabama  case  ;  and  our  government  refused  to  regard  or  to  treat 
the  Shenandoah  in  any  other  character  than  as  a  belligerent,  entitled  to 
the  privileges  of  a  belligerent,  while  herself  honestly  observing  the  neu- 
trality of  our  colony. 

And  thus  matters  remained  for  several  days.  Thousands  of  our  pop- 
ulation went  off  in  little  steamers  and  in  boats  to  see  the  confederate 
cruisers ;  her  officers  were  entertained  by  Southern  sympathizers  in  this 
city,  and  were  feted  at  Ballarat.  The  stars  and  stripes  were  defiantly 
floated  from  the  top  of  many  a  Federal  ship  and  warehouse  in  the  harbor 
and  the  town,  aud  a  few  personal  collisions  took  place  among  some  of 
the  numerous  ISTortherners  and  Southerners  in  this  city.  Mr.  Blanchard, 
the  consul,  nothing  daunted  by  the  ill-success  of  his  efforts  to  procure 
the  seizure  of  the  ship,  continued  his  labor  of  love  and  patriotism  in 
watching  her  and  her  officers  with  unabated  vigilance.  The  result  was 
that  he  soon  discovered  that  the  Shenandoah  was  secretly  recruiting 
men,  British  subjects  and  others,  for  her  next  cruise. 

With  this  new  and  stronger  case  he  again  ,applied  to  the  Victorian 
government.  The  government  called  for  his  proofs.  He  produced  wit- 
nesses who  deposed  to  facts  which  (if  believed)  left  no  room  for  doubt  that 
men  had  been  shipped  in  Melbourne,  and  were  at  the  very  time  of 
making  these  depositions  engaged  on  the  Shenandoah.  At  the  same 
time,  an  innkeeper  in  Melburne  besought  the  aid  of  the  government  for 
the  recovery  of  his  son,  a  lad  of  about  seventeen  years  old,  who  had 
been  induced  to  enlist,  and  had  been  seen  on  board  in  the  uniform  of 
the  ship.  On  various  depositions  as  above,  a  warrant  was  granted  by  a 
magistrate  for  the  apprehension  of  a  man  called  Charlie,  (surname  un- 
known, but  whose  person  could  be  identified,)  a  British  subject  then  on 
board,  and  alleged  to  have  been  shipped  in  Melbourne.  Had  the  gor- 
ernnient  not  proceeded  on  such  distinct  allegations,  the  American  con- 
sul would,  of  course,  at  once  have  complained  to  his  Government  that 
Sir  Charles  Darling  had  been  directly  conniving  at  the  most  open 
breaches  of  neutrality  by  the  captain  and  other  officers  of  the  ship. 
44  A  C— VI 
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Our  government,  therefore,  caused  the  warrant  to  be  delivered  to  a 
superintendent  of  police  named  Littleton,  who  proceeded  on  board  the- 
Shenandoah  to  arrest,  if  possible,  the  person  of  Charlie.    The  vessel 
was  at  this  time  hauled  about  half  her  length  out  of  the  water  on  to  a 
patent  slip  rented  of  the  government  by  a  lessee.     I  mention  this  fact 
the  more  particularly  for  a  reason  which  will  presently  appear.     Mr. 
Littleton  stated  to  the  first  officer — the  captain  being  on  shore  at  th& 
time — the  object  of  his  visit,  and  showed  his  warrant.     The  officer  said 
there  was  no  such  person  as  Charlie  in  the  ship,  and  that  they  had  na 
one  there  but  the  men  who  had  been  brought  into  our  port  in  their  own 
vessel.    3Ir.  Littleton  requested  leave  to  look  round  the  ship,  but  the 
officer,  pointing  aloft,  said,  "  You  are  now  under  the  confederate  flag," 
and  refused  to  grant  Mr.  Littleton's  request,  or  to  assist  him  in  any  way 
in  the  object  of  his  visit.    Mr.  Littleton  then  withdrew,  and  returned  on 
the  following  morning  when  the  captain  was  on  board.     The  captain 
also  refused  to  afford  any  facilities  for  the  execution  of  the  warrant,  bat 
gave  his  word  of  honor  as  an  officer  and  a  gentleman  that  no  such  per- 
son as  the  man  demanded  was  on  board,  or  indeed  any  other  person 
than  those  who  had  entered  Hobsou's  Bay  with  the  vessel.     On  being 
pressed  to  reconsider  his  determination  he  resolutely  refused,  said  that 
"  he  would  fight  his  ship  if  any  attempt  were  made  to  search  her,  and 
thatif  he  were  overpowered  he  would  at  once  throw  his  vessel  on  the  hands 
of  our  government,  and  go  home  by  the  next  mail  to  report  the  whole 
case  to  his  own  government  at  Eichmond."    Upon  this  Mr.  Littleton 
withdrew  a  second  time  in  order  to  get  fresh  instructions  from  the  gov- 
ernor.   The  dispute  had  now  reached  a  crisis  in  which  a  rash  move  on 
either  side  might  lead  to  loss  of  life  on  the  spot,  and  to  still  more  disas- 
trous consequences  at  a  distance.    Another  meeting  of  the  executive 
council  took  place  on  the  same  day,  when  it  was  determined  to  suspend 
the  leave  which  had  been  given  to  the  captain  to  eifect  his  repairs,  until 
he  consented  to  the  execution  of  the  warrant.     The  ship  was  at  this  time 
made  fast  by  certain  machinery  to  the  slip  and  was  just  about  ready  for 
launching.    Proclamation  was  made  in  the  dockyard  to  the  effect  that 
no  further  assistance  was  to  be  given  to  the  launching  by  our  people 
until  further  orders  from  the  government ;  and  as  it  was  deemed  prob- 
able that  the  lessees  of  the  yard  and  their  men  might  disregard  these 
arrangements  a  number  of  constables  were  sent  down  from  Melbourne 
to  enforce  the  order.    The  Argus  of  yesterday  sets  forth  a  telegram  dis- 
patched by  Captain  Standish,  the  chief  commissioner  of  police,  direct- 
ing the  prevention,  "at  all  risks,"  of  the  launch  of  the  ship;  but  the 
Argus  omits  to  state  that  this  telegram,  so  sent  by  the  chief  commis- 
sioner— as  sent  it  was  in  misapprehension  of  his  instructions — was  posi- 
tively countermanded  by  another  telegram  almost  as  soon  as  sent,  and 
before  the  police  on  the  spot  had  any  time  to  act  upon  it.     At  the  same 
time  the  strictest  instructions  were  given  to  the  police  not  to  come  into 
collision  with  the  confederate  crew,  even  if  in  the  last  resort  the  latter 
were  to  attempt  to  launch  their  vessel  themselves.     These  orders  were 
acted  upon  to  the  letter.    The  question  now  seemed  to  be  which  party 
was  to  give  way,  or  would  either  give  way.    Would  Captain  Waddell 
abate  somewhat  of  his  high-handed  mode  of  carrying  on  what,  in  one 
of  his  letters,  he  calls  his  country's  business ;  or  would  our  government 
confess  themselves  baffled  in  the  execution  of  British  law  in  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  colonies!     The  situation  was  an  interesting  one. 

As  justifying  the  suspension  by  his  excellency  of  the  leave  to  refit, 
he  had  urged  on  Captain  Waddell,  through  the  medium  of  the  chief 
commissioner  of  customs,  who  is  a  member  of  the  government,  "  that 
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it  was  not  consistent  with  British  law  to  accept  any  contrary  declara- 
tion of  facts,  whatever  respect  might  he  due  to  the  person  from  whom 
it  proceeds,  as  sufficient  to  justify  the  non-execution  of  a  warrant  granted 
on  sworn  information;"  and  that,  "  moreover,  it  was  conceived  that  this 
government  had  a  right  to  expect  that  those  who  were  receiving  in 
onr  port  the  aid  and  assistance  which  they  claimed  as  a  belligerent  under 
the  Queen's  proclamation  should  not  in  any  way  oppose  proceedings  in- 
tended to  enforce  the  maintenance  of  neutrality."  To  this  position  thus 
temperately  urged  Captain  Waddell  replied  as  follows,  after  formally 
acknowledging  the  government  communication : 

"  I  have  to  inform  his  excellency  the  governor  that  the  execution  of 
the  warrant  was  not  refused,  as  no  such  person  as  the  one  therein  speci- 
fied was  on  board  ;  but  permission  to  search  this  ship  was  refused.  Ac- 
cording to  all  the  laws  of  nations,  the  deck  of  a  vessel  of  war  is  considered 
to  represent  the  majesty  of  the  country  whose  flag  she  flies,  and  she  is 
free  from  all  executions,  except  for  crimes  actually  committed  on  shore, 
when  a  demand  must  be  made  for  the  delivery  of  such  person,  and  the 
execution  of  the  warrant  performed  by  the  police  of  the  ship.  Our  ship- 
ping articles  have  been  shown  to  the  superintendent  of  police.  All 
strangers  have  been  sent  out  of  the  ship,  and  two  commissioned  ofl&cers 
were  ordered  to  search  if  any  such  have  been  left  on  board.  They  have 
reported  to  me  that,  after  making  a  thorough  search,  they  can  find  no 
person  on  board  except  those  who  entered  this  port  as  part  of  the  com- 
plement of  men.  I,  therefore,  as  commander  of  the  ship,  representing 
my  government  in  British  waters,  have  to  inform  his  excellency  that  there 
are  no  persons  on  board  this  ship  except  those  whose  names  are  on  my 
shipping  articles,  and  that  no  one  has  been  enlisted  in  the  service  of 
the  Confederate  States  since  my  arrival  in  this  port ;  nor  have  I  in  any 
way  violated  the  neutrality  of  the  port ;  and  I,  in  the  name  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  hereby  enter  my  solemn 
protest  against  any  obstruction  which  may  cause  the  detention  of  this 
ship  in  this  port. 

"  JAMES  J.  WADDELL, 
"  Lieutenant  Commanding,  Confederate  States  NavyP 

Matters  remained  in  this  dead  lock  until  the  night  of  the  14th  instant. 
»  A  close  but  not  ostentatious  watch  was  kept  round  the  vessel  both  ashore 
and  afloat  by  the  government  police,  in  order  that  no  one  should  escape 
from  the  ship  unobserved  ;  and  at  about  ten  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the 
14th  the  captain  delivered  to  a  government  messenger,  who  had  been 
waiting  four  hours  on  board  for  it,  the  letter  from  which  I  have  already 
given  the  above  extracts. 

The  captain  wrote : 

"All  strangers  have  been  sent  out  of  the  ship,  and  two  commissioned 
officers  were  ordered  to  search  if  any  such  had  been  left  on  board.  They 
have  reported  to  me  that  after  making  a  thorough  search  they  can  find 
no  person  on  board  except  those  who  entered  this  port  as  part  of  the  com- 
plement of  men." 

Alas!  for  the  vigilance  or  sufficiency  of  American  thorough  searches. 
At  about  ip  o'clock  on  this  same  night  of  the  14th,  and  just  as  the  gov- 
ernment messenger  was  receiving  from  the  captain  the  written  final 
assurance  above  extracted,  a  waterman's  boat  with  six  men  in  her  was 
observed  by  our  water  police  to  be  putting  off  from  the  side  of  the  She- 
nandoah. The  men  were  challenged  by  the  police  to  give  an  account 
of  themselves.  An  officer  on  deck  (as  afterwards  proved  at  the  police 
office)  answered  for  them  that  they  were  men  who  had  been  doing  day- 
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work  on  board  the  vessel,  and  straightway,  without  more  ado  or  questio  n 
two  stout  pullers  in  the  boat  laid  themselves  to  their  work  to  pull  the 
other  four  to  the  shore.  The  water  police  followed,  but  so  vigorously 
did  the  pursued  ply  their  oars  that  they  were  not  caught  untU  they  landed 
at  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile  from  where  they  started.  On  the  four 
sitters  being  questio-ned,  it  turned  out  they  had  all  been  in  the  service 
of  the  Shenandoah;  that  they  had  all  been  shipped  in  Melbourne  since 
the  arrival  of  the  vessel;  that  three  of  them  were  British  subjects;  and 
lastly,  that  one  of  them  was  the  veritable  "  Charlie,"  against  whom  the 
warrant  had  been  issued,  and  that  he  had  been  working  for  many  days  in 
the  uniform  of  the  ship;  had  always  gone  by  the  name  of  Charlie,  and 
had  frequently  been  spoken  to  by  several  of  the  officers.  These  four 
men  were  at  once  taken  into  custody,  and  were  the  next  day  brought  up 
before  the  Williamstown  Bench — the  nearest  police  office  to  where  the 
Shenandoah  was  lying — and  Charlie  was  committed  to  take  his  trial  for 
a  breach  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  The  cases  against  two  other  men 
were  postponed,  and  the  fourth  man,  an  American,  was  discharged. 

Had  these  men  not  been  caught  as  they  were  caught,  forming  an  almost 
dramatic  contretemps  to  the  solemn  and  heroical  protestations  of  Captain 
Waddell,  I  hardly  know  how  it  would  have  fared  with  the  Victorian 
government.  Even  as  matters  turned  out,  considerable  sensation  was 
got  up  on  behalf  of  "our  gallant  guests.-'  The  suspension  of  the  leave 
to  refit,  preceding,  as  it  did  by  some  hours,  the  attempted  getting  rid  of 
the  four  men,  was  construed  by  our  southern  sympathizers  into  a  prac- 
tical seizure,  and  was  announced  in  the  next  morning's  Argus  as  "  the 
seizure  of  the  Shenandoah,"  although  their  own  counsel  had  given  an 
opinion  that  the  facts  did  not  amount  to  a  seizure.  An  improvised  sen- 
sation meeting  was  attempted,  but  failed;  and  on  the  following  morn- 
ing's papers  disclosing  the  over-night's  detected  secret  landing  of 
Charlie  and  his  fellow  candidates  for  glory  and  prize  money,  most  of 
the  previous  admirers  of  the  confederate  officers  seemed  considerably 
perplexed  in  spirit.  Of  course,  it  is  quite  suiJerHuons  for  me  to  inform 
you  that  the  officers  of  the  Shenandoah  were  as  much  surprised  as  any 
one  else  at  the  discovery  of  the  four  men,  and  since  the  committal  of 
Charlie,  one  or  two  of  these  officers  have  attempted  in  writing  partial 
denials  (not  on  oath)  of  having  spoken  to  Charley  on  board.  They  had 
not  time,  they  said,  to  make  these  contradictions  on  affidavit,  which, 
however,  could  have  been  sworn  before  a. magistrate  within  a  few  yards 
of  their  ship.  They  had  time,  however,  for  some  lounging  and  enter- 
tainment given  even  after  the  disclosures  at  the  police  office.  The  cap- 
tain having  pressed  on  the  attention  of  the  governor  the  danger  in 
which  the  Shenandoah  stood  (half  in  and  half  out  of  the  water)  if  a  gale 
came  on,  his  excellency,  now  that  the  warrant  was  satisfied,  consented 
to  our  people  assisting  in  the  launch,  and  she  was  again  got  afloat  on  the 
17th  inst.  At  the  same  time  Captain  Waddell  was  informed  that  the 
Shenandoah  was  considered  as  having  violated  the  neutrality,  and  he  was 
requested  to  exercise  every  dispatch  to  insure  his  departure  by  the  day 
he  had  previously  notified — namely,  Sunday,  the  19th  inst.  The  vessel 
got  in  her  coals  and  stores  at  once  and  steamed  out  of  our  harbor  on 
the  previous  day,  the  18th.  That  she  will  for  some  time  haunt  these 
seas  for  federal  prey  there  can  be  litte  doubt,  for  Captain  Waddell  made 
an  ominous  communication  to  our  attorney  general  immediately  before 
the  ship  left.  "Be  pleased,"  he  writes,  "to  inform  me  if  the  Crown 
claims  the  sea  to  be  British  waters  three  miles  from  the  Port  Phillip 
head-lights,  or  from  a  straight  line  drawn  from  Point  Lonsdale  and  Cape 
Schank."    For  the  reason,  probably,  that  the  attorney  general  did  not 
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recognize  the  propriety  of  acting  as  counsel  for  this  captain  while  he 
was  meditating  the  business  of  effecting  captures  out  of  this  port,  the 
desired  information  was  not  given.  The  federals  degarting  hence  dur- 
ing the  next  few  weeks  will  have  to  keep  a  bright  lookout. 

Little  comment  seems  necessary  on  the  above  facts,  as  they  speak 
pretty  plainly  for  themselves.  Had  the  four  men  got  away,  of '^course, 
to  this  hour,  all  the  Shenandoah  officers  would  have  been  ignorant  of 
the  very  existence  of  Charlie.  The  captain  does  not  even  mention  that 
those  four  men  have  been  discovered,  though  they  were  being  put  over 
the  side  of  his  ship  just  about  the  time  when  he  is  writing  the  words, 
"  no  person  is  on  board  except  those  who  entered  the  port  as  part  of  the 
complement  of  men."  To  acquit  him  of  complicity  in  the  unlawful  pres- 
ence of  these  men  in  his  vessel,  we  must  suppose  him  ignorant  of  what 
must  have  been  notorious  to  every  other  jjerson  in  the  ship. 

But,  if  the  facts  call  for  little  comment  in  this  case,  the  law  does  not 
seem  quite  so  plain.  It  is  curious  how  often  treaties  and  judicial  de- 
cisions fail  us  when  we  come  to  deal  with  the  complications  presented 
tons  by  actual  experience.  Here  was  a  law  said  to  be  violated;  here 
also  was  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  a  British  subject  unlawfully 
on  board  a  belligerent  vessel ;  and  here,  too,  was  the  belligerent  vessel 
claiming  to  be  sacred  from  the  execution  of  the  warrant  in  an  English 
port.  The  superintendent  of  police  reported  nothing  of  Captain  Wad- 
dell's  willingness  to  execute  the  warrant  with  his  own  ship's  police ;  so 
that  this  looks  like  an  afterthought  of  the  captain  ;  but  even  had  such 
an  offer  been  made,  what  would  have  been  its  value  ?  Would  the  officers 
who  had  unlawfully  shipped  Charlie  have  been  the  most  eligible  police- 
men for  apprehending  and  giving  him  up  (and  with  him  themselves) 
to  the  law  ?  Granting,  therefore,  that  a  ship  of  war  of  a  foreign  state 
is  in  every  part  of  the  world  portion  of  the  territory  of  that  state,  (which, 
after  all,  can  only  be  by  the  comity  of  nations,)  is  the  doctrine  con- 
tended for  by  Captain  Waddell  a  doctrine  which  can  reasonably  be 
insisted  on  in  the  present  case  °?  Is  the  Shenandoah  the  ship  of  a  foreign 
state  until  the  confederates  have  achieved  their  independence  and  be- 
come acknowledged  as  independent  by  other  independent  powers  f  If 
so,  then  is  it  reasonable  that  a  state  ship  standing  in  the  relation  of  a 
belligerent  to  a  neutral  power  shall  (when  charged,  as  the  Shenandoah 
in  effect  stood  charged  here,  with  the  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment 
act)  have  the  carriage  of  process  which  may  implicate  herself?  Does  it 
look  rather  foreign  from  the  practice  of  the  courts  that  a  man  shall  be 
a  process-server  on  himself,  and  be  a  sort  of  prosecutor  and  defendant 
rolled  into  one  ?  We  all  know  that  the  officers  of  our  own  ships  of  war 
are  strictly  enjoined  to  make  their  own  police  render  every  assistance 
to'  the  civil  authorities  when  producing  a  warrant  on  board ;  but  this  is 
where  there  can  be  no  real  antagonism  of  interests  between  the  respective 
police.  Where  the  function  of  the  ship  itself  is,  as  it  were,  involved 
through  the  misconduct  of  her  captain  or  his  officers  towards  a  neutral 
power,  the  observance  of  such  a  rule  seems  not  to  meet  the  necessities. 
of  the  case.  To  consent  that  the  warrant  here  should  be  executed  by 
the  Shenandoah  police  alone,  even  had  they  been  tendered  for  that 
purpose,  would  have  been  very  like  consenting  t'hat  it  should  not  be 
executed  at  all.  Nevertheless  the  point  seemed  so  nice  a  one  to  our 
government,  and  the  consequences  of  an  over-exertion  of  authority 
might  be  so  serious,  that  no  actual  search  of  the  vessel  was  demanded, 
save  with  the  concurrence  of  the  captain  himself. 

The  correspondence  relating  to  the  matter  from  beginning  to  end  has 
been  sent  by  Captain  Waddell  to  the  Argus,  and  has  by  that  paper  been 
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published  in  extenso.  The  same  paper  has  roundly  abused  the  govern, 
ment,  not  sparing  even  the  governor,  for  taking  the  course  they  did 
The  government  ought,  according  to  that  journal,  "  to  have  had  more 
sympathy  for  Captain  Waddell's  bleeding  country,"  and  ought  not  to 
have  doubted  his  honor,  or  attempted  to  execute  a  warrant  on  his  ship. 
Descending  from  these  altitudes  of  sentiment  to  law  and  facts,  the 
answers  may  be  short  and  to.  the  point.  The  government  were  not  justi- 
fied in  attending  to  anything  but  the  best  means  of  observing  the  neu- 
trality. Captain  Waddell's  honor  could  not  be  allowed  to  supersede 
affidavits;  and  it  was  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  Captain  Waddell's 
ship  within  our  waters  was  to  be  subject  to  our  law,  unless  the  foreign 
enlistment  act  was  to  be  si  dead  letter  at  the  will-of  Captain  Waddell 
himself. 

Of  course  there  will  be  various  opinions  upon  either  side  of  the  Atlantic 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  his  excellency  Sir  Charles  Darling  has  in  this 
case  acquitted  himself  of  the  rather  new  and  anxious  duty  so  suddenly 
cast  upon  him.  Northerners  will  think  he  has  done  too  little ;  South- 
erners will  assert  that  he  has  done  too  much.  Impartial  people  will 
perhaps  think  that  he  has  done  just  about  as  much  as  he  was  required 
to  do,  neither  more  nor  less.  It  is  well  known  that  his  excellency  would 
not  have  hesitated  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  warrant  at  all  hazards, 
had  his  law  advisers  told  him  that  he  might  properly  do  so ;  but  it  is 
also  pretty  well  known  they  declined  to  advise  him  to  take  that  extreme 
course.  They  probably  thought  "  the  game  not  worth  the  candle."  A 
great  principle  could,  of  course,  as  well  be  fought  out  over  a  fugitive 
vagabond  like  Charlie  as  over  a  greater  object ;  but  politic,  not  to  say 
conscientious  men,  should  look  to  ends  and  consequences  as  well  as  to 
principles.  The  law  officers  in  Melbourne  did  so  in  the  present  case, 
and  if  any  blame  for  doing  too  little  can  be  urged  against  any  one,  it 
must  be  against  them,  and  not  against  the  governor.  In  this,  as  in 
every  other  act  of  his  administration  hitherto,  he  has  earned,  and  I  think 
justly,  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  thoughtful  and  prudent  men  in 
the  colony 


[From  Hunt's  "Cruise  of  the  Shenandoah."] 

(Page  93.)  At  last  our  reckoning  showed  us  to  be  within  a  day  or 
two's  sail  of  Australia,  that  mighty  island  continent  of  the  Indian 
seas.  Whereupon  we  got  our  engine  into  operation  and  steamed  for 
port. 

On  the  25th,  [January,  1865,]  ninety  days  out  from  Madeira,  we  sighted 
land,  and  a  few  hours  later  we  passed  through  Port  Philip  Heads,  the 
entrance  to  Hobson's  Bay.  Here  the  pilot  boarded  us,  and  very  much 
astonished  was  that  functionary  when  he  learned  the  name  and  character 
of  the  vessel  he  had  in  charge,  which  it  seemed  had  been  reported  as  the 
ship  Eoyal  Standard,  fifty-odd  days  out  from  London,  but  this  erroneous 
impression  was  soon  corrected  by  a  telegraph,  and  we  steamed  on  up 
the  bay  at  the  rate  of  nine  knots  an  hour,  passing  a  multitude  of  yachts 
and  pleasure  boats,  of  various  descriptions,  filled  with  an  eager  multi- 
tude, all  apparently  delighted  to  see  such  a  ship  with  the  confederate 
flag  flying,  and  about  6  o'clock  we  dropped  our  anchor  off  Sandridge,  a 
small  town  about  two  miles  from  Melbourne. 

As  soon  as  it  became  generally  known  in  Melbourne  that  a  confede- 
rate cruiser  had  arrived  in  the  offing,  a  scene  of  excitement  was  inaugu- 
rated which  baffles  all  adequate  description.    Crowds  of  peoi)le  were 
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Tasliiug  liither  and  thither,  seeking  authentic  information  concerning 
the  stranger,  and  ere  we  had  been  an  hour  at  anchor,  a  perfect  fleet  of 
boats  was  pulling  toward  us  from  every  direction. 

As  yet,  however,  no  one  was  permitted  to  board  us.  It  was  still 
somewhat  problematical  what  sort  of  a  reception  was  in  store  for  us  from 
the  authorities,  and  that  was  a  question  that  had  to  be  answered  defi- 
nitely, ere  we  permitted  our  decks  to  be  encumbered  by  a  crowd  of 
possible  enemies  under  the  guise  of  curious  friends. 

There  was  but  one  solitary  deviation  from  this  prohibitory  rule  respect- 
ing visitors.  On  one  of  the  many  little  sail-boats  rocking  alongside, 
was  an  old  man,  whose  anxiety  to  set  foot  on  our  decks  would  have  been 
painful  had  it  not  been  ludicrous.  Finding  a  deaf  ear  turned  to  all  his 
entreaties,  as  a  last  resort  he  climbed  the  spar  of  his  little  vessel,  and, 
watching  his  opportunity,  sprang  into  the  mizzen  chaios,  and  scrambled 
on  board.  There  was  something  so  laughably  audacious  in  being  boarded, 
whether  we  would  or  not,  by  a  single  individual,  that  the  officer  of  the 
<leck  stood  gazing  at  the  intruder,  apparently  somewhat  at  a  loss  whether 
it  was  his  cluty  to  surrender  the  ship  or  throw  him  overboard.  The  old 
fellow  took  advantage  of  this  momentary  hesitation  to  explain  that  he 
was  the  only  genuine  confederate  in  the  country,  which  circumstance, 
he  insisted,  entitled  him  to  a  reception  on  any  vessel  that  flew  his 
country's  flag.  His  logic  was  not  first-rate,  but  his  coolness  and  audacity 
were  admirable;  and  these  prevailing  in  his  favor,  he  was  allowed  to 
remain,  to  his  exceeding  great  satisfaction. 

As  soon  as  practicable,  an  officer  was  dispatched  on  shore,  to  confer 
with  the  authorities,  and  obtain  permission  for  our  ship  to  remain  and 
procure  some  necessary  repairs.  He  returned  before  midnight,  having 
succeeded  in  his  mission,  and  the  next  day  the  Shenandoah  was  thrown 
open  to  the  inspection  of  visitors. 

As  soon  as  this  was  known — and  the  news  seemed  to  spread  like  wild- 
:fire — steamers  and  sail-boats  came  flocking  off  towards  us,  and  all  day 
long,  and  until  far  into  the  evening,  were  plying  between  our  ship  and 
the  shore,  bringing  on  board  and  taking  away  thousands  of  persons,  all 
eager  to  say  that  they  had  visited  the  famous  "  rebel  pirate." 

The  multitude  of  absurd  questions  with  which  we  were  plied  by  the 
gaping  crowd  would  have  made  a  stoic  laugh.  A  large  percentage  of 
our  visitors  seemed  to  entertain  the  notion  that  the  human  beings  were 
removed  from  the  vessels  we  captured  or  not,  as  convenience  dictated, 
prior  to  their  destruction,  and  solemnly  queried  of  us  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  Yankees  bore  themselves  while  watching  the  approach  of 
the  devouring  element  upon  a  burning  ship,  or  waiting  to  be  engulfed 
with  a  scuttled  one.  But  notwithstanding  this  hard  character  they 
were  ready  to  ascribe  to  us,  they  vied  with  each  other  in  showing  us 
every  courtesy  in  their  power,  and  the  ladies  in  particular  were  well 
pleased  when  they  could  secure  the  attendance  of  a  gray  uniform  to 
escort  them  on  their  tour  of  inspection.  Of  a  truth,  there  are  some 
curious  phases  in  human  life. 

The  following  day  we  were  the  recipients  of  some  tangible  proof  of 
the  good  will  with  which  the  residents  of  Melbourne  regarded  us.  Each 
of  our  officers  received  a  railroad-pass  to  go  and  return  from  Sandridge 
to  Melbourne,  on  the  Hobson  Bay  Eailroad,  so  long  as  we  remained  in 
port.  Invitations  to  dinners  and  balls  poured  in  from  all  sides,  and 
every  one  was  particular  to  mention  that  he  felt  the  warmest  sympathy 
for  the  confederate  cause. 

All  this  was  agreeable  enough  if  one  did  not  care  to  examine  too 
closely  into  the  sincerity  of  these  friendly  demonstrations,  and  after 
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ninety  days  at  sea,  it  was  pleasant  to  see  the  gay  groups  of  women  upon 
our  decks;  but  the  Shenandoah  had  come  there  to  refit,  not  to  be 
exhibited  as  a  curiosity,  and  this  continual  crush  and  whirl  of  visitors 
put  an  effectual  check  to  the  real  business  in  hand;  consequently,  when 
the  first  excitement  had  in  a  measure  subsided,  we  were  obliged  to  close 
our  doors,  and  hang  out  a  most  inhospitable  and  peremptory  "  not  at 
home"  to  all  callers.  This  prohibition  caused  considerable  heart-burn- 
ings; but  necessity  knows  no  law;  and  upon  the  whole  our  popularity 
did  not  suffer.  Whenever  and  wherever  an  officer  appeared  on  shore, 
he  was  forthwith  surrounded  by  alittle  conclave  of  sympathetic  admirers, 
and  had  we  accepted  a  tithe  of  the  invitations  we  received  to  indulge  in 
spirituous  comforts,  we  should  all  of  us,  frpm  the  captain  down  to  the 
toughestold  shellback  in  the  forecastle,  have  been  shockingly  inebriated 
during  the  whole  period  of  our  sojourn. 

But,  after  all,  that  tarry  in  Melbourne  was  one  of  the  brightest  remin- 
iscences of  our  adventurous  cruise  round  the  world.  I  do  not  suppose  so 
much  hospitality  ever  was  or  ever  will  be  shown  to  another  ship  in  that 
port ;  and  there  were  few  if  any  who  sailed  in  the  Shenandoah  who  will 
not  carry  to  their  graves  many  pleasant  memories  of  the  days  they  spent 
on  the  shores  of  Australia. 

(Page  103.)  On  the28th  quite  an  accident  occurred.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday,  the  grand  gala  day  of  the  week  in  Melbourne.  We  anticipated  a 
crowded  ship  fore  and  aft,  and  were  not  disappointed.  The  crowd 
commenced  coming  about  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  continued  to 
pour  in  and  out  in  an  endless  stream  until  5  in  the  afternoon.  More 
than  seven  thousand  people  passed  over  the  railroad  from  Melbourne  to 
Sandridge,  en  route  for  the  Shenandoah,  that  day,  besides  hundreds  of 
others  who  came  by  other  modes  of  conveyance. 

Our  ship  was  sm\p\y  paclced  with  men  and  women  from  top  to  bottom 
the  livelong  day,  and  many  were  prevented  by  the  jiressure  from  getting 
on  board.  Indeed,  so  great  was  the  curiosity  we  excited,  that  had  we 
been  content  to  stay  for  six  months  in  Melbourne,  and  charged  an  ad- 
mission fee  of  one  dollar  to  visitors,  I  believe  we  could  have  paid  a  large 
installment  upon  the  confederate  debt. 

It  had  been  determined  to  make  that  day  the  last  of  our  receptions, 
as  it  Avas  imperative  to  i)roceed  with  our  refitting.  A  gang  of  caulkers 
were  procured  and  went  to  work  upon  our  decks  with  pitch  and  oakum^ 
and  preparations  were  hurried  forward  to  remove  from  the  ship  her  stores 
and  such  ponderous  furniture  as  could  be  readily  gotten  out  to  lessen  her 
draught  preparatory  to  pjacing  her  upon  the  slip,  where  her  propeller 
could  be  inspected. 

A  couple  of  lighters  were  hauled  alongside,  and  into  them  were  hoisted 
such  articles  as  we  desired  to  be  rid  of  for  the  present,  and  this  accom- 
plished we  proceeded  to  the  slip,  where  we  remained  for  ten  days,  though 
the  work  was  expedited  as  rapidly  as  possible,  alternate  gangs  of  men 
working  day  and  night. 

The  work  was  nearly  completed,  when  an  order  came  from  the  gover- 
nor to  seize  the  ship,  ai  rumor  having  been  widely  circulated  and  believed 
that  we  had  a  number  of  men  on  board,  intending  to  take  them  to  sea 
and  enlist  them,  in  violation  of  the  well-established  rules  of  international 
law. 

His  excellency  dispatched  a  force  of  about  one  hundred  armed  men, 
about  one-half  of  whom  belonged  to  the  regular  city  police,  and  the  rest 
were  of  the  royal  artillery,  to  enforce  his  order,  but  it  is  much  easier  to 
direct  a  party  of  land-lubbets  to  seize  an  armed  vessel  than  for  them  to 
execute  the  mandate. 
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Captain  Wadclell  peremptorily  refused  to  permit  his  ship  to  be  searched, 
or  one  of  the  governor's  men  to  come  on  board,  and  in  doing  this  he  sim- 
ply stood  upon  his  rights  and  dignity  as  the  commander  of  a  cruiser,  it 
being  contrary  to  all  precedent  to  search  a  man-of-war  for  any  purpose. 
He  also  wrote  to  the  governor,  informing  him  that  if  the  ship  was  not 
released  within  twenty-four  hours  he  should  pay  off  his  crew,  return  to 
England  with  his  officers,  and  report  the  outrage  to  his  own  and  the 
English  government.  An  o£6cer  was  dispatched  with  this  missive,  which 
had  the  desired  effect.  The  following  day  the  police  and  artillery  were 
withdrawn,  and  we  were  formally  notifted  that  we  were  at  liberty  to  pro- 
ceed to  sea  whenever  we  desired. 

As  an  offset  to  this  untoward  little  episode,  an  invitation  came  the 
same  evening  from  Balarat  for  our  of&cers  to  attend  a  ball,  given  in 
their  honor  by  a  Mr.  Brayton,  formerly  a  resident  of  New  York,  but  then 
one  of  the  largest  mining  speculators  of  that  auriferous  neighbor  of  Mel- 
bourne. The  city  of  Balarat  is  about  forty  miles  distant  from  the  last- 
named  j)lace,  with  which  it  is  connected  by  a  railway.  Almost  the  whole 
of  the  area  it  occupies  has  been  so  thoroughly  perforated  and  undermined 
by  shafts,  sunk  in  pursuit  of  the  precious  ore,  that  if  the  whole  town 
tumbled  through  some  fine  day  it  would  be  no  matter  of  especial  surprise 
to  any  one.  The  invitation  came  most  opportunely.  After  our  little 
diplomatic  escapade  with  the  authorities  we  were  in  the  mood  for  some- 
thing in  the  legitimate  merry-making  line,  and  it  was  unanimously 
accepted. 

As  the  afternoon  waned,  each  representative  of  the  confederacy,  dressed 
in  his  best  gala  trim,  sallied  forth,  and  after  a  pleasant  railway  ride  of 
about  two  hours'  duration  we  landed  at  Balarat  in  safety,  and  took  our 
way  to  Craig's  Hotel,  a  most  admirably  conducted  hostel,  where  the 
entertainment  was  to  be  given.  It  was  decidedly  a  recherche  affair.  The 
wealth,  beauty,  and  fashion  of  Balarat  were  out  in  full  force,  fully  intent 
upon  lionizing  and  doing  honor  to  a  few  of  the  unpretending  supporters  of 
a  young  government  battling  for  existence  with  the  lusty  giant  of  the 
western  world.  Every  attention  that  kindness  and  courtesy  could  sug- 
gest was  shown  ns,  and  more  than  one  heart  beat  quicker  at  such  con- 
vincing evidence  of  the  existence  of  sympathy  in  this  country  of  the  anti- 
podes for  the  service  in  which  we  were  engaged.  Many  a  gray  uniform 
coat  lost  its  gilt  buttons  that  night,  but  we  saw  them  again  ere  we  bade 
a  final  adieu  to  Australia  suspended  from  watch-guards,  depending  from 
the  necks  of  bright-eyed  women,  and  we  appreciated  the  compliment 
thus  paid,  not  to  us,  but  to  our  country. 

God  bless  tlie  gentle  women  of  Melbourne  and  Balarat.  They  are 
remembered  gratefully  by  the  officers  of  the  renowned  ship  whose  offi- 
cial history  was  so  brief  but  so  brilliant. 

From  that  time  forward  until  the  end  of  our  sojourn  in  Australia,  it 
was  little  else  than  one  continuous  fete.  Every  place  of  public  amuse- 
ment was  not  only  open  to  us,  but  our  presence  was  earnestly  solicited 
by  the  managers  thereof,  probably  because  we  were  curiftsities,  and  drew 
well.  Balls,  soirees,  and  receptions  followed  in  such  rapid  succession 
that  the  memory  of  one  was  lost  in  another,  and,  in  brief,  we  were  so 
persistently  and  continually  lionized  that  we  were  in  serious  danger  of 
becoming  vain,  and  taking  the  glory  to  ourselves  instead  of  placing  it  to 
the  credit  of  the  cause  for  which  we  labored. 

(Page  111.)  Our  repairs  were  at  length  effected,  and  by  the  aid  of  a 
steam-tug  we  left  the  slip  amid  the  cheers  of  quite  a  concourse,  who  had 
assembled  to  see  us  off,  and  ships  were  saluting  in  every  direction  as  we 
moved  along  toward  our  former  anchorage.    Before  reaching  it  we  hauled 
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alongside  tlie  John  Eraser,  a  merchant  ship  from  Liverpool,  and  took  in 
three  hundred  tons  of  coal,  which,  with  the  four  hundred  we  already  had 
on  board,  gave  us  an  ample  supply  for  our  contemplated  cruise. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  February,  the  steamship  Great  Britain 
arrived  from  England,  with  passengers,  and  some  astonishment  was  felt 
onboard  whien  they  recognized,  as  some  of  them  did,  their  old  acquaint- 
ance, the  Sea  King,  which  should  have  been,  according  to  the  clearance 
papers  she  received  from  the  London  custom-house,  j)addling  peacefully 
on  toward  Bombay,  at  anchor  there  off  Melbourne,  transformed  into  a 
confederate  cruiser. 

The  next  morning,  about  4  o'clock,  we  hove  up  our  anchor  and  stood 
out  to  sea. 


]\[r.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

489.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  19,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  confederate  agents  here,  about  the  1st  of  the  month,  sent 
out  orders  to  the  Shenandoah  and  Stonewall  to  stop  destroying  Amer- 
ican property,  and  return  as  soon  as  possible  to  England.  I  have  this 
from  reliable  authority. 

It  would  look  as  if  this  order  was  framed  on  xjurpose  to  allow  them  to 
return,  and  to  afford  them  protection  while  here.  I  do  not  know  that 
this  order  was  really  required,  however,  for  this  purpose,  as  every  facil- 
ity and  protection  has  always  been  extended  to  these  vessels.  The  Tal- 
lahassee came  here  some  three  months  ago,  in  command  of  Captain 
Wilkinson,  of  the  confederate  navy,  and  with  all  the  oflicers  and  crew  on 
board,  and  has  been  in  the  Birkenhead  docks  ever  since.  The  pirate 
Georgia  came  here  as  a  war  vessel,  was  permitted  to  remain,  and  even 
dismantle,  and  sold  here. 

Captain  Bullock  is  still  here,  but  says  the  war  is  over,  and  is  packing 
up  his  papers,  &c.,  preparing  to  leave" 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


ISO.  1. 

3Ir.  Bulloch  to  the  commander  of  the  Shenandoah. 

274.]  Liverpool,  June  19,  1865. 

Sir  :  On  the  9th  day  of  April  last  General  Lee  was  forced  to  evacuate 
the  lines  of  Petersburg  and  Eichmond,  after  three  days  of  continuous 
and  sanguinary  battle,  and  on  the  14th  of  the  same  month,  being  sur- 
rounded by  overwhelming  numbers,  he  surrendered  the  remnant  of  his 
army  to  General  Grant,  only,  however,  when  its  last  ration  had  been 
consumed  and'  its  military  supplies  were  entirely  exhausted.  This  event 
has  been  followed  consecutively  by  the  surrender  of  Generals  Johnston 
and  Taylor,  commanding  all  the  Confederate  States  troo])s  east  of  the 
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Mississippi,  and  of  General  Kirby  Smitli,  the  commander-in-cliief  of  the 
trans-Mississippi  department. 

President  Davis,  Vice-President  Stephens,  and  several  members  of  the 
confederate  cabinet  have  been  arrested,  and  are  now  held  as  close  pris- 
oners by  the  United  States  Government.  President  Johnson  has  formally 
declared  the  war  to  be  at  an  end,  and  has  removed  all  restrictions  on 
foreign  commerce  by  reopening  the  southern  ports  to  general  trade. 
Farthermore,  the  European  powers  have  withdrawn  the  recognition  of 
belligerent  rights  accorded  by  them  to  the  Confederate  States,  in  1861, 
and  have  forbidden  the  entry  of  vessels  bearing  the  Confederate  States 
flag  into  their  ports  for  any  purpose  of  repair  or  supply. 

I  have  discussed  the  above  circumstances  fully  with  the  Hon.  James 
M.  Mason,  the  diplomatic  representative  of  the  Confederate  States  in 
England,  and,  in  accordance  with  his  opinion  and  advice,  I  hereby  direct 
you  to  desist  from  any  further  destruction  of  United  States  property 
upon  the  high  seas,  and  from  all  offensive  operations  against  the  citizens 
of  that  country.  Ignorance  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Shenandoah, 
and  of  the  point  at  which  this  letter  may  reach  you,  renders  it  impossi- 
ble to  give  specific  instructions  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  ship ;  but 
you  can  refer  to  a  letter  in  your  possession,  dated  October,  1864,  for 
advice  on  that  point.  Your  first  duty  will  be  to  take  care  Of  the  person- 
nel of  your  command,  and  to  i>ay  off  and  discharge  the  crew,  with  due 
regard  to  their  safety  and  the  facilities  for  returning  to  their  respective 
homes. 

The  orders  issued  by  the  maritime  powers  with  regard  to  the  treat- 
ment of  Confederate  States  ships  hereafter  indicate  that  you  will  be  al- 
lowed to  enter  any  port  for  the  bona  fide  purpose  of  disarming  and  dis- 
mantling the  Shenandoah,  and  that  under  such  circumstances  you 
would  enjoy  the  protection  of  the  laws — so  far,  at  least,  as  the  individual 
safety  of  yourself  and  the  of&cers  and  men  of  your  command  are  con- 
cerned. 

If  you  have  sufficient  money  to  pay  off  your  crew  in  full,  direct  the 
paymaster  to  take  receipts  from  each  man,  which  shall  expressly  waive 
all  further  claim  against  yourself,  or  any  representative  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  or  other  emolument.  If  you  have  not  money  enough  to 
pay  off  in  full,  and  cannot  negotiate  a  bill  on  England,  pay  to  the  ex- 
tent of  your  funds,  and  give  each  man  an  order  on  yourself,  payable  at 
Liverpool,  for  the  balance  due  to  him,  and  come  here  to  settle  your 
accounts. 

The  terms  of  a  proclamation  lately  issued  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  are  such  as  to  exclude  most  of  the  oflcers  of  your  com- 
mand from  the  privilege  of  returning  at  once  to  their  original  homes, 
and  I  would  advise  all  of  you  to  come  to  Europe,  or  to  await  elsewhere 
the  further  development  of  events  in  the  United  States,  before  ventur- 
ing to  go  to  any  part  of  that  country  or  the  Confederate  States. 

Circumstances  you  will  readily  understand,  and  the  force  of  which 
you  will  appreciate,  compel  me  to  be  brief  and  general  in  these  instruc- 
tions, and  you  will  therefore  exercise  your  discretion  in  arranging  all 
details. 

I  shall  remain  in  Liverpool  for  an  indefinite  time,  and  you  can  com- 
municate with  me  at  my  usual  address. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

JAMES  D.  BULLOCK. 

Lieut.  Com'g  James  J.  Waddell, 

Confederate  States  Ship  Shenandoah. 
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No.  2. 
Mi:  Mason  to  Earl  Russell. 

28  Geove  Street,  Leamington,  Jum  20,  1865. 

My  Lord  :  It  heiug  considered  important  and  right  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  to  arrest  further  proceed- 
ings at  sea  in  the  war  against  the  United  States,  those  having  authority 
to  do  so  in  Europe  desire  as  speedily  as  practicable  to  communicate  with 
the  Shenandoah,  the  only  remaining  confederate  ship  in  commission,  in 
order  to  terminate  her  cruise. 

Having  no  means  of  doing  this  in  the  distant  seas  where  that  ship  is 
presnmed  now  to  be,  I  venture  to  inquire  of  your  lordshix)  whether  it 
will  be  agreeable  to  the  government  of  Her  Majesty  to  allow  this  to  be 
done  through  the  British  consuls  at  ports  where  the  ship  may  be  expected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  order  it  is  proposed 
to  transmit,  and  will  be  obliged  if  your  lordship  will  cause  me  to  be  in- 
formed whether,  upon  sending  such  orders  unsealed  to  the  foreign  ofi&ce, 
they  can  be  sent  through  the  proper  channels  to  the  consuls  or  other 
representatives  of  Her  Majesty  at  the  points  indicated,  to  be  by  them 
transmitted,  when  opportunity  admits,  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
Shenandoah.  These  points  are  Nagasaki  in  Japan,  Shanghai,  and  the 
Sandwich  Islands. 

I  trust  that  your  lordship  will,  from  the  exigency  of  the  occasion,  par- 
don the  liberty  I  have  ventured  to  take,  and  will  oblige  me  by  having 
the  inclosed  copy  returned  to  me. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  M.  MASON. 
Earl  Eussell,  K.  G.,  tOc,  c(t. 


No.  3. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Foreign  Ofpice,  J^me  22, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Eussell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  20th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  you  are 
desirous  of  having  forwarded  to  the  commander  of  the  Shenandoah 
through  Her  Majesty's  representatives  and  consuls  at  the  Sandwich. 
Islands,  Nagasaki,  and  Shanghai;  and  I  am  to  state  to  you  in  reply,  that 
his  lordship  has  no  objectiou  to  sending  this  letter  to  the  places  men- 
tioned, and  also  to  Her  Majesty's  colonial  and  naval  authorities,  it  being 
always  distinctly  understood  that  the  Shenandoah  will  be  dealt  with  in 
the  courts,  if  claimed,  according  to  law. 
I  am,  &c., 

X  .r  .r  T.  ^-  HAMMOND. 

J.  M.  Mason,  Esq. 
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2fr.  CardweWs  circular  to  all  British  colonial  authorities. 
[Circular.] 

Downing  Street,  July  12,  1865. 
SiE  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the 
commander  of  the  cruiser  Sheuandoali.  I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter 
in  which  Mr.  Mason  requested  Earl  Eussell's  permission  to  forward  the 
above-mentioned  communication  to  the  care  of  the  British  authorities  at 
any  place  where  the  Shenandoah  was  likely  to  call,  together  with  the 
copy  of  the  answer  returned  to  Mr.  Mason  by  Earl  Eussell's  direction. 

If  the  Shenandoah  should  happen  to  appear  within  the  limits  of  your 
government,  you  will  communicate  to  her  commander  a  copy  of  the 
inclosed  papers.    A  spare  copy  is  sent  to  you  for  the  purpose. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

EDWAED  CAEDWELL. 
To  Governor . 


Letter  of  Mr.  Murray,  under  secretary  of  British  foreign  office,  to  the  under 
secretary  of  state  of  the  colonial  office,  London. 

FoEEiGN  Ofpioe,  August  16,  1865. 

SiE :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Eussell  to  state  to  you,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  Mr.  Secretary  Card  well,  that  reports  have  reached  Her  Majesty's 
government,  from  Washington,  that  the  Shenandoah  has  continued  her 
depredations,  although  informed  that  General  Lee  has  surrendered  and 
the  war  was  virtually  over.  In  these  circumstances  Lord  Eussell  wishes 
to  suggest  to  Mr.  Cardwell  whether  it  would  not  be  right  to  refuse  the 
Shenandoah  the  facilities  for  disarming,  notified  in  my  letter  of  June  2d, 
which  were  not  strictly  conformable  to  international  law,  but  considered 
due  to  the  honor  and  good  faith  of  Her  Majesty's  government,  lu  such 
case,  if  Mr.  Cardwell  concurs,  it  will  be  proper  to  direct  the  governors 
of  our  Australian  colonifes,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  &c.,  to  detain  the 
Shenandoah  in  any  British  port,  in  order  to  await  the  result  of  any  claim 
or  demand  which  may  be  made  in  due  course  of  law. 
I  am,  &c., 

JAMES  MUEEAY. 

The  Undee  Seceetaey  of  State,  Colonial  Office. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seivard. 

No.  521.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  If  anything  was  wanting  to  show  how  completely  and  entirely 
the  pirate  Shenandoah,  like  all  the  other  piratical  crafts  that  have  been 
preying  upon  our  commerce  during  the  past  four  years,  is  controlled  and 
directed,  as  well  as  supplied  here,  from  Eugland,  it  is  furnished  in  Mr. 
Mason's  letter  to  the  Times  of  the  21st  instant.  "  As  soon  as  it  was 
known  iu  Europe  (says  Mr.  Mason)  that  the  war  in  the  United  States 
was  ended  *  *  immediate  measures  were  taken  by  the  proper  con- 
federate authorities  here  to  arrest  the  cruise  of  that  ship  by  orders  issued 
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to  her  commauder,  directing  that  on  receipt  he  should  immediately  cease 
all  hostilities  and  bring  his  ship  to  the  nearest  convenient  port,  to  have 
her  there  forthwith  disarmed  aud  her  crew  discharged."  The  letter  is 
inclosed.  v 

This  vessel  was  built  in  England,  and  at  the  time  of  her  sailing,  and 
so  far  as  the  records  at  the  custom-house  show  now,  was  and  is  still 
owned  by  Eichard  Wright,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  residing  and 
carrying  on  business  at  Liverpool  as  a  merchant.  This  man  Wright  is 
the  'lather -in-law  of  Mr.  Prioleau,  of  the  firm  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.  Captain  Corbett,  another  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  commanded 
the  vessel  when  she  sailed.  She  flew  the  English  flag,  was  manned  by 
English  sailors,  armed  with  English  guns,  and  supplied  with  English 
provisions  and  coal  for  her  cruise ;  aud  it  would  now  seem  that,  down  to 
the  present  moment,  all  her  orders  emanate  from  this  country. 

I  advised  you  of  the  arrest  of  this  Captain  Corbett  after  his  return, 
on  the  charge  of  violating  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  I  told  you  then 
I  thought  it  was  done  more  to  satisfy  or  to  amuse  us  than  with  any  real 
design  to  punish  the  offender.  No  steps  have  been  as  yet  taken  to 
bring  him  to  trial  other  than  his  arrest  and  committal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TBOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State. 


[Inclosure.] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Times  : 

Sir  :  Late  intelligence  from  the  United  States  of  the  recent  capture 
of  American  ships  in  the  Pacific  by  the  Confederate  States  ship  Shenan- 
doah, in  that  sea,  leads  me  to  address  you  this  note. 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  in  Europe  that  the  war  in  th-e  United  States 
was  ended,  by  the  final  surrender  of  all  the  confederate  forces  in  the 
field,  immediate  measures  were  taken  by  the  proper  confederate  author- 
ities here  to  arrest  the  cruise  of  that  ship,  by  orders  issued  to  her  com- 
mander, directing  that  on  their  receipt  he  should  immediately  cease  all 
hostilities  and  bring  his  ship  to  the  nearest  convenient  port,  to  have  her 
there  forthwith  disarmed  and  her  crew  discharged ;  and  those  orders 
were  sent  through  channels  most  likely  to  insure  their  speedy  and  cer- 
tain delivery  to  every  i^oint  in4;hose  distant  seas  where  the  Shenandoah 
would  necessarily  touch,  and  with  which  she  would  be  in  communication. 
It  is  to  be  presumed,  therefore,  that  her  hostile  cruise  has  long  since 
ended. 

In  the  condition  of  the  confederate  government  at  the  termination  of 
the  war  the  duty  of  doing  this  promptly  was  fully  recognized  by  its 
representatives  in  Europe. 

By  giving  this  a  place  in  your  columns  you  will  much  oblige, 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  MASON. 

24  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman  Square,  August  19. 
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CircuJcu-  from  British  colonial  office  to  all  colonial  authorities. 

[Circular.] 

Downing-  Street,  September  7, 1865. 

Sir:  AVitli  reference  to  my  circular  instructions  of  tlie  3d  of  June 
last,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the  Foreign  OfBce,  dated  the  2d  of 
June,  relati^^e  to  the  treatment  of  confederate  crui.sers,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  you  a  further  letter  from  the  Foreign  Oflice. 

It  is  the  desire  of  Her  Majesty's  government  that  the  Shenandoah 
should  be  detained  in  any  British  port  she  may  enter.  If  she  should 
arrive  in  a  port  of  your  colony,  you  will  notify  to  her  commander  that 
it  is  incumbent  on  him  to  deliver  up  the  vessel  and  her  armament  to  the 
colonial  authorities,  in  order  to  be  dealt  with  as  may  be  ordered  by  Her 
Majesty's  government.  You  will  detain  the  vessel  by  force  if  necessary, 
supposing  that  you  have  on  the  spot  a  sufficient  force  to  command 
obedience ;  and,  at  all  events,  you  will  prohibit  any  supplies  of  any  de- 
scription to  the  vessel,  so  as  to  give  her  no  facilities  whatever  for  going 
to  sea.  You  will,  of  course,  convey  to  the  commander  of  the  Shenan- 
doah the  letter  sent  to  vou  for  that  purpose  in  my  circular  dispatch  of 
the  12th  of  July. 
1  have,  &c., 

EDWARD  CAEDWELL. 

Governor  Hill,  C.  B.,  &c.,  Antigua. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seivard. 

No.  554.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  November  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  at  Liverpool,  yes- 
terday morning,  of  the  pirate  steamer  Shenandoah. 

I  immediately  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Adams,  informing  him  of  her  arrival, 
but  have  not  yet  been  instructed  by  him  to  take  any  official  action  con- 
cerning her,  besides  writing  him  an  official  letter,  informing  him  of  the 
fact,  which  I  did  last  evening. 

The  vessel  arrived  off  the  bar  on  Sunday  night,  and  iu  the  attempts  to 
run  in  grounded  on  the  bar,  Avhere  she  remained  several  hours.  She 
arrived  in  the  Mersey  about  11  yesterday  morning.  She  arrived  with 
the  confederate  flag  flying,  but  hauled  it  down  soon  after  entering  the 
river.  Her  guns  are  below  in  cases,  and  she  has  a  crew  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-three  men.  I  am  informed,  also,  that  she  has  a  number  of 
chronometers  on  board,  taken  from  vessels  she  has  destroyed. 

Soon  after  I  had  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Adams,  I  called  on  the  collector 
of  customs,  Mr.  Gardner,  to  ask  if  he  had  heard  of  her  arrival.  The 
collector  being  absent,  his  deputy  told  me  he  had  heard,  and  had  tele- 
graphed to  London  for  instructions.  As  he  promised  to  let  me  know 
the  purport  of  the  answer  he  might  receive,  I  called  again  later  in  the 
day,  but  up  to  a  quarter  to  five  he  had  received  no  reply.  While  with 
him  the  first  time,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  sent  officers  on  board ; 
and  while  with  him  the  second  time  he  told  me  that  he  had  sent  a  request 
to  Her  Majesty's  Ihip  Donegal,  to  the  commanding  officer,  the  captain  being- 
absent,  to  prevent  the  Shenandoah  going  out  again  if  she  attempted  it. 

In  this  morning's  Liverpool  papers  it  was  stated  that  the  Shenandoah 
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had  surrendered  to  the  commander  of  the  Donegal,  and  the  captain  and 
crew  had  landed  and  dispersed. 

This  morning  I  called  on  the  collector  (who  had  returned)  to  learn 
whether  he  had  received  any  instructions.  He  asked  me  whether  I 
came  oflacially  or  privately,  and  I  said,  as  I  had  received  no  instructions, 
1  must  say  privately,  lie  was  very  courteous  and  candid ;  said  he 
had  received  no  instructions,  but  expected  to  do  so  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  and  would  let  me  know  if  he  did. 

I  called  his  attention  to  the  report  in  the  papers.  He  said  he  did  not 
think  there  had  been  any  surrender;  that  men  from  the  Donegal  were 
on  board  the  Shenandoah,  but  were  there  to  assist  his  men ;  that  the 
commander  of  the  Donegal  might  have  received  orders  from  the  admi- 
ralty, but  he,  the  collector,  was  not  aware  of  any.  In  calling  his  atten- 
tion to  the  report,  I  remarked,  that  if  it  were  true,  it  appeared  to  me 
strange  that  the  commander  of  the  Donegal  should  permit  the  captain 
or  crew,  or  anything,  to  leave  the  Shenandoah. 

From  inquiries  I  have  made,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  statement  of  the 
crew  having  left  is  untrue.  The  captain  landed  soon  after  the  ship 
arrived,  but  returned  on  board  last  night.  He  came  ashore  again  this 
afternoon,  and  ordered  the  boat  (customs)  to  attend  to  take  him  back  in 
two  hours. 

Four  of  the  crew  were  ashore  all  night,  but  returned  on  board  this 
morning. 

I  understand  that  no  communication  with  the  vesssel  is  permitted, 
except  by  the  customs-boats. 

Although  her  arrival  is  very  much  talked  about,  I  cannot  say  there  is 
much  excitement  about  it,  and  I  think  most  people  would  approve  of 
the  captain  being  dealt  with  and  delivered  up  as  a  pirate. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


H.  WILDING,  Yice-Comvl. 


The  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Ojtice,  November  11,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant,  that  it  appears  by  a  communication  from  "the  board  of  ad- 
miralty that  the  Shenandoah  was,  on  the  10th  instant,  delivered  up  by 
the  senior  naval  ofQcer  at  Liverpool  to  the  United  States  consul  at  that 
port,  with  everything  on  board  of  her,  the  consul  being  also  furnished 
with'  the  inventories  of  her  stores,  &c.,  as  received  by  the  naval  author- 
ities from  the  late  commander  of  the  vessel. 

With  regard  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Shenandoah,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  to  you  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  Liverpool  it 
was  ascertained  that  three  bad  cases  of  scurvy  were  on  board  of  her, 
and  that  a  number  of  men  had  symptoms  of  that  disease ;  and  it  was 
therefore  necessary  that  measures  should  immediately  be  taken  for  dis- 
posing of  the  officers  and  crew. 

I  need  scarcely  observe  to  you  that  any  proceedings  against  persons 
in  their  situation,  as,  indeed,  is  the  case  with  all  other  persons  in  this 
country,  must  be  founded  on  some  definite  charge  of  an  offense  cogniza- 
ble by  British  law,  and  must  be  supported  by  proper  legal  evidence  • 
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and  that  in  the  absence  of  such  charge,  duly  supported  by  evidence,  Her 
Majesty's  government  could  not  assume  or  exercise  the  power  of  keep- 
ing any  of  them  under  any  kind  of  restraint. 

Her  Majesty's  government  were  not  in  possession  of  any  evidence 
which  could  be  produced  before  any  court  or  magistrate  for  the  purpose 
of  controverting  the  statement  made  to  them  by  the  commander  of  the 
Shenandoah  in  the  letter  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  the  crime  of  piracy  had  in  fact  been  committed  by  the 
vessel. 

It  only  remained,  therefore,  to  ascertain  whether  any  of  the  parties 
were  British  subjects ;  and,  if  so,  whether  any  sufficient  evidence  could 
be  obtained  against  them  to  warrant  a  prosecution  on  a  charge  of  vio- 
lating the  provisions  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  by  taking  part  in 
hostilities  on  board  the  vessel. 

Accordingly,  the  board  of  admiralty  were  instructed  by  the  secretary 
of  state  for  the  home  department  to  cause  the  necessary  inquiry  to  be 
instituted  in  regard  to  the  presence  on  board  of  persons  of  the  last-men- 
tioned class,  and  if  evidence  could  be  obtained  against  any  of  them,  to 
cause  them  to  be  detained  and  taken  before  a  magistrate,  and  to  allow 
the  rest  to  go  free. 

In  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  the  senior  naval  officer  at  Liver- 
pool at  once  proceeded  on  board  the  Shenandoah,  and  having  mustered 
the  crew,  he  reports  himself  to  have  been  "  fully  satisfied  that  they  were 
all  foreigners,  and  that  there  were  none  known  to  be  British-born  sub- 
jects on  board ;"  whereupon  they  were  all  landed,  with  their  effects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

OLARENDOK 

Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  dr.,  &c. 


[Inciosure.] 

Caj}ta  in  Waddell  to  Earl  Russell. 

["".Vitli  Lord  Clarendon's  note  of  tlie  llth  of  November,  1865,  to  Mr.  Adanls.J 

Steamer  Shenandoah, 

November  6,  1805. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  to  your  lordship  my  arrival 
in  the  waters  of  the  Mersey  with  this  vessel,  lately  a  ship  of  war  under 
my  command,  belonging  to  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

The  singular  position  in  which  I  find  myself  placed,  and  the  absence 
of  all  precedents  on  the  subject,  will,  I  trust,  induce  your  lordship  to 
pardon  a  hasty  reference  to  a  few  facts  connected  with  the  cruise  lately 
made  by  this  ship. 

I  commissioned  the  ship  in  October,  1864,  under  orders  from  the  naval 
department  of  the  Confederate  States ;  and  in  pursuance  of  the  same 
commenced  actively  cruising  against  the  enemy's  commerce.  My  orders 
directed  me  to  visit  certain  seas  in  preference  to  others.  In  obedience 
thereto,  I  found  myself  in  May,  June,  and  July  of  this  year  in  the  Ok- 
hotsk Sea  and  Arctic  Ocean.  Both  places,  if  not  quite  isolated,  are  still 
so  far  removed  from  the  ordinary  channels  of  commerce,  that  months 
would  elapse  before  any  news  could  reach  there  as  to  the  progress  or 
termination  of  the  American  war.  In  consequence  of  this  awkward  cir- 
cumstance, I  was  engaged  in  the  Arctic  Ocean  in  acts  of  war  as  late  as 
45  A  C— VI 
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the  28tli  day  of  June,  in  ignorance  of  the  serious  reverses  sustained  by 
our  arms  in  the  field,  and  the  obliteration  of  the  government  under 
whose  authority  1  had  been  acting. 

This  intelligence  I  received  for  the  first  time  on  communicating  at  sea, 
on  the  2d  of  August,  with  the  British  bark  Barracouta,  of  Liverpool, 
fourteen  days  from  San  Francisco. 

Your  lordship  can  imagine  my  surprise  at  the  receipt  of  such  intelli- 
gence ;  and  I  would  have  given  it  little  consideration  if  an  Englishman's 
opinion  did  not  confirm  the  war  news,  though  from  an  enemy's  port.  I 
desisted  instantly  from  further  acts  of  war,  and  determined  to  suspend 
further  action  until  I  had  communicated  with  a  European  port,  where  I 
could  learn  if  that  intelligence  were  true.  It  would  not  have  been  intel- 
ligent in  me  to  convey  this  vessel  to  an  American  port  for  surrender, 
simply  because  the  master  of  the  Barracouta  had  said  the  "  war  was 
ended."  I  was  In  an  embarrassing  position.  I  diligently  examined  all 
the  law-writers  at  my  command,  searching  a  precedent  for  mj''  guidance 
in  the  future  control,  management,  and  final  disposal  of  the  vessel.  1 
could  find  none.    History  is,  I  believe,  without  a  parallel. 

Finding  the  authority  questionable  under  which  I  consider  this  vessel 
a  ship  of  war,  I  immediately  continued  cruising,  and  shaped  my  course 
for  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

As  to  the  ship's  disposal,  I  do  not  consider  that  1  have  any  right  to 
destroy  her,  or  any  further  right  to  command  her;  on  the  contrary,  I 
think  that  as  all  the  property  of  the  confederate  government  has  re- 
verted by  the  fortune  of  war  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of 
North  America,  therefore  this  vessel,  inasmuch  as  it  was  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Confederate  States,  should  accompany  the  other  property 
already  reverted.  I  therefore  sought  this  port  as  a  suitable  one  wherein 
"  to  learn  the  news,"  and,  if  I  am  without  a  government,  to  surrender 
the  ship,  with  her  battery,  small-arms,  machinery,  stores,  tackle,  and 
apparel  complete,  to  Her  Majesty's  government,  for  such  disposition  as 
in  its  wisdom  should  be  deemed  proper. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

JAMES  J.  WADDELL,  Commander. 

Eael  Ktjssell,  (fee,  if-c,  (fie. 


Mr.  Adams  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Kovemher  14,  18G5. 

My  Loed:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
lordship's  note  of  the  11th  instant,  announcing  to  me  the  fact  that  the 
Shenandoah  had  been  delivered  up,  by  order  of  the  board  of  admiralty, 
to  the  United  States  consul  at  Liverpool,  together  with  all  her  stores, 
&c.,  as  received  from  her  late  commander.  I  had  already  received  the 
same  intelligence  from  the  consul,  who  has  taken  charge  of  her  under 
my  instructions.  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  promptness  of  this  pro- 
ceeding will  give  great  satisfaction  to  my  Government. 

But  I  cannot  affect  to  conceal  my  disappointment  at  the  manner  in 
which  Her  Majesty's  goveriiment  have  decided  to  treat  the  persons  who 
have  been  engaged  in  the  nefarious  transactions  perpetrated  in  that 
vessel,  and  especially  the  chief,  a  copy  of  whose  letter  was  received  with 
your  lordship's  note. 
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A  narrative  of  but  a  portioa  of  these  outrages  it  has  already  been  my 
duty  to  submit  to  your  consideration  in  a  series  of  voluminous  papers, 
and  the  character  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  forget. 

I  shall  carefully  abstaia  from  any  unauthorized  word  of  mine  which 
might  tend  to  make  a  situation,  already  much  too  grave,  still  more  seri- 
ous. A  copy  of  your  lordship's  letter,  together  with  its  inclosure,  shall 
be  transmitted  by  the  earliest  opportunity  to  my  Government. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Clakendo>",  cfcc,  cfc-c,  &c. 


2[r.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  December  18, 1865. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  copies  of  two  affidavits ;  one  of 
William  A.  Temple,  a  very  intelligent  seaman,  who  shipped  on  the 
Shenandoah  (then  called  the  Sea  King)  in  London,  and  remained  on  her 
during  the  cruise,  and  was  discharged  from  her  after  she  came  to  this 
port;  the  other  that  of  Margaret  Marshall,  the  wife  of  David  Marshall, 
of  Liverpool,  who  went  out  from  here  in  the  steamer  Laurel  and  joined 
the  Shenandoah  near  the  island  of  Madeira  in  the  capacity  of  a  fireman. 
David  Marshall  was  also  on  the  Shenandoah  during  the  whole  of  her 
cruise.  At  the  time  of  his  enlisting  they  gave  him  what  is  known  as  a 
half-pay  note  for  the  one-half  part  of  his  wages,  payable  to  his  wife  at 
the  office  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  in  Liverpool.  This  note  was  sent 
to  Mrs.  ^Marshall  by  her  husband;  it  was  for  3L  10s.  per  month.  Her 
affidavit  shows  that  this  money  was  paid  to  her  at  the  office  of  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  monthly,  during  the  cruise  of  the  vessel,  up 
to  the  month  of  October,  1865.  That  the  last  payment  was  made  to  her 
on  the  18th  day  of  October  last. 

The  affidavit  of  Temple  covers  the  time  of  the  whole  cruise,  and  gives 
an  account  of  some  of  the  events  that  occurred,  with  a  list  of  tlie  oiSeers 
and  crew,  and  their  nationalities.  By  it  you  will  see  that  she  had 
twenty-six  officers,  thirty-three  petty  officers,  fifty-four  seamen,  twelve 
firemen,  and  twelve  marines,  making  in  all  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
persons  on  board.  Of  these,  seventy-eight  were  British  subjects,  twenty- 
six  foreigners  belonging  to  other  nations,  and  thirty-three  Americans, 
divided  as  follows:  Of  the  officers,  nineteen  Americans  and  seven  British 
subjects ;  of  the  petty  officers,  five  Americans,  twenty-three  British  sub- 
jects, and  five  other  foreigners;  of  the  seamen,  nine  Americans,  twenty-' 
•six  British  subjects,  and  nineteen  other  foreigners;  of  the  twelve  firemen, 
all  British  subjects;  of  the  twelve  marines,  ten  British  subjects  and  two 
foreigners  of  other  nations. 

Among  other  matters,  the  affidavit  shows  that  the  Sea  King,  when 
she  sailed  from  London,  had  two  eighteen-pounder  guns  mounted  upon 
her  decks,  and  that  these  were  the  principal  guns  used  during  the  whole 
of  her  cruise;  that  the  day  before  they  reached  the  island  of  Madeira 
they  painted  over  the  name  of  Sea  King  wherever  it  appeared  on  the 
vessel  or  any  of  the  boats  or  fixtures ;  that  on  her  arrival  at  Melbourne 
she  was  received  in  the  most  cordial  manner  by  the  officials  and  people 
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at  that  port,  and  every  facility  afforded  to  obtaiu  supplies  and  make 
repairs ;  that  the  officers  of  the  Shenandoah  were  entertained  on  shore, 
and  in  their  turn  entertained  the  officials  of  Melbourne  on  board  the 
Shenandoah ;  that  Captain  Waddell  entertained  privately  on  the  Shen- 
andoah the  governor  of  Melbourne ;  that  the  government  engineer  at 
Melbourne  was  on  the  vessel  two  or  three  times  a  day,  and  if  he  did  not 
superintend  the  repairs  that  were  being  made,  at  least  gave  them  the 
benefit  of  his  advice;  that  at  the  time  they  left  Melbourne  they  had 
more  than  forty  persons  stowed  away  on  board  the  vessel,  all  of  whom 
were  enlisted  and  enrolled  upon  the  ship's  articles  before  they  were  out 
of  sight  of  land ;  that  the  ship  was  coaled  there  by  the  English  ship 
John  Fraser,  of  Liverpool ;  that  notwithstanding  they  received  informa- 
tion of  the  surrender  of  Lee  and  the  termination  of  the  war  as  early  as 
the  month  of  June  of  this  year,  they  still  went  on  burning  and  destroy- 
ing all  vessels  they  fell  in  with  sailing  under  the  United  States  flag,  and 
after  receiving  this  information  captured  no  less  than  nineteen  vessels, 
all  of  which  were  either  bonded  or  burned ;  that  the  flag  generally  used 
on  the  Shenandoah  when  speaking  other  vessels  or  decoying  their  vic- 
tims was  the  English;  that  the  men  received  their  bounty  money  when 
they  enlisted  and  their  wages  afterwards  in  English  gold ;  that  the  con- 
tract made  with  them  was  that  they  were  to  be  paid  in  this  money,  and 
be  discharged  at  an  English  port  or  placed  on  board  of  an  English  ves- 
sel after  their  several  terms  of  enlistment  had  expired;  that  they  were 
brought  to  the  English  port  of  Liveriiool  and  entertained  by  Captain 
"Whitehead,  who  sent  off  a  boat-load  of  fresh  provisions  to  them  on  the 
night  of  their  arrival ;  that  Jones  &  Co.  on  the  following  evening  also 
sent  off  a  boat-load  of  provisions,  which  the  customhouse  officers  refused 
to  permit  to  be  taken  on  board;  that  the  officers  and  crew  were  all  dis- 
charged from  the  ship  by  Captain  Paynter,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Done- 
gal, the  crew  having  been  previously  informed  that  on  their  names  being 
called  they  must  give  their  nationality  as  southerners ;  that  the  crew 
upon  being  landed  at  Liverpool  were  admitted  into  the  Sailors'  Home, 
and  that  they  were  paid  there  either  the  whole  or  part  of  the  wages  due 
them  in  money  obtained  at  Liverpool. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Captain  Whitehead  who  sent  off  the  boat-load 
of  provisions  to  the  Shenandoah  on  the  night  of  her  arrival  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Whittaker,  Whitehead  &  Co.,  Liverpool ;  and  that 
the  lirm  Jones  &  Co.,  who  sent  off  the  boat-load  on  the  following  even- 
ing, is  the  same  firm  that  fitted  out  the  pirate  Georgia. 

When  you  add  to  the  facts  disclosed  in  these  affidavits  those  that 
were  known  before,  that  the  vessel  was  built  in  Scotland ;  owned  at  the 
time  she  sailed  upon  her  cruise  by  Eichard  Wright,  an  English  merchant 
of  Liverpool,  in  whose  name  she  was  registered  in  London,  and  who  so 
late  as  October  of  this  year  stood  there  as  her  registered  owner;  that 
she  was  fitted  out  and  sailed  from  London  upon  her  cruise,  was  armed 
with  English  guns  and  wholly  supplied  from  England,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  character  of  this  vessel  as  an  English  buccaneer  is  fully  mad"e 
out. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tDc,  &c.,  &c. 
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[Inolosure  No.  1.] 

Affidavit  of  WiUicm  A.  Temple* 

I,  William  A.  Temple,  of  London,  now  residing  in  Liverpool,  ISTo.  108 
St.  James  street,  say  I  was  born  in  Madras,  and  am  a  Britisli  subject. 
In  October,  1864,  I  was  in  want  of  a  ship,  and  stopping  at  G-reen's 
Sailors'  Home  in  London,  and  I  heard  of  the  Sea  King.  I  was  called  in 
the  office  by  one  of  the  oiHcials.  -  Captain  Corbett  of  the  Sea  King  steam- 
er, afterwards  called  the  Shenandoah,  was  there.  I  was  asked  for  my 
discharge  by  Captain  Corbett.  I  tendered  him  my  papers ;  he  told  me 
he  would  ship  me  as  an  ordinary  seaman;  he  told  me  he  would  giveSos. 
per  month.  This  was  on  Wednesday.  He  told  me  to  be  down  on  the 
next  Friday  morning.  I  signed  the  articles  of  the  Sea  King  for  a  voyage 
to  Bombay,  not  to  exceed  two  years.  Captain  Corbett  giving  me  a  note 
for  one  month'.s  advance  wages.  I  signed  in  -the  name  of  W.  J.  Jones, 
and  I  continued  by  that  name, William  John  Jones,  during  all  the  cruise 
of  the  Shenandoah.  I  went  down  on  Friday;  was  told  she  would  not 
go  out  until  next  morning,  and  that  I  must  be  on  board  by  4  o'clock. 
I  went  at  the  time  mentioned,  and  found  her  going  out  of  dock.  I  got 
on  board ;  she  was  in  command  of  Captain  Corbett.  We  proceeded 
down  the  river  at  half  speed.  At  the  time  we  left  London  we  had  two 
18-pounder  guns  mounted  on  the  decks.  These  were  the  guns  we  gener- 
ally used  while  on  our  cruise  in  bringing  vessels  to.  I  found  on  board 
Lieutenant  Whittle,  who  was  afterward  first  lieutenant;  he  was  on 
her  as  a  cabin  passenger  under  the  assumed  name  of  McDonald. 
There  was  several  x^arties  on  board ;  some  of  them  left  us  at  Deal. 
Eichard  Wright,  a  merchant  of  Liverpool,  who  owned  the  vessel  at  the 
time,  was  one  of  them.  The  captain  was  on  very  intimate  terms  with 
Lieutenant  Whittle,  treating  him  with  every  deference.  I  became  stew- 
ard to  the  steerage  officers,  and  remained  in  this  capacity  after  I  enlisted 
on  the  Shenandoah  until  a  month  after  we  left  Melbourne,  and  I  then 
went  on  deck  and  did  duty  as  an  ordinary  seaman.  We  kept  down  the 
channel  under  easy  sail  and  steam,  and  made  the  island  of  Madeira  on 
the  following  Monday  week.  At  the  time  we  left  London  the  name  Sea 
King  was  on  the  stern  of  the  vessel,  on  each  bow,  on  all  the  boats, 
buckets,  life-buoys,  and  other  fixtures  and  furniture.  The  day  before 
we  reached  the  island  of  Madeira  the  name  Sea  King  was  either  painted 
over  or  else  scratched  off.  During  that  night  we  kept  on  and  off.  Next 
morning  we  ran  into  the  harbor,  signaled  a  small  steamer  lying  there, 
which  afterward  proved  to  be  the  Laurel.  We  went  out  of  the  harbor 
again ;  the  steamer  Laurel  followed  us.  In  two  hours  we  reached  a  small 
island  lying  in  an  easterly  direction  from  Madeira.  The  steamer  Laurel 
anchored  close  into  the  shore,  and  we  came  alongside  and  dropped  our 
anchor.  She  (the  Laurel)  soon  came  alongside  and  made  fast  to  us.  It 
was  now  for  the  first  time  that  I  learned  what  was  up,  and  that  she  was 
going  a  privateering.  The  steamer  Laurel  was  in  command  of  Captain 
Ramsey,  a  British  subject,  who  held  a  commission  as  first  lieutenant  in 
the  confederate  navy.  The  first  mate,  by  name  of  Heasman,  came  to  us 
and  told  us  about  it.  He  stated  that  the  gentleman  Whittle,  who  came 
with  us,  was  to  be  first  lieutenant,  and  told  us  that  any  of  us  who  desired 
to  join  would  get  £4  10s.  a  month.  As  soon  as  the  two  vessels  were  fast- 
ened together  they  commenced  transferring  the  guns,  shot,  shells,  ammu- 
nition, clothing,  &c.,  from  the  Laurel  to  the  Sea  King.   We  worked  from 


*  The  blauks  in  this  statement  were  not  filled  np  in  tlie  copy  forwarded  by  Mr.  Dudley. 
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about  3  o'clock  that  day  until  3  o'clock  next  morning ;  during  this  time 
grog  was  served  out  to  the  men  about  every  two  hours.  Captain  Cor- 
bett,  Lieutenant  Whittle,  and  the  ofificers  and  men  of  both  ships,  were 
busy  engaged  in  making  the  transfer.  After  we  finished  we  lay  down 
and  took  a  sleep  and  turned  out  again  about  9  o'clock.  As  soon  as 
the  men  were  out  we  were  all  called  aft  by  the  boatswain  of  the  Sea 
King ;  the  men  from  the  Laurel  were  also  called  on  board.  As  soon  as 
we  got  aft  Captain  Corbett  came  out  with  the  ship's  articles  in  his  hands, 
and  made  a  speech  to  us  something  to  this  effect :  "  Men  of  the  Sea  King, 
you  signed  these  articles  with  me  to  go  to  Bombay  or  any  intermediate 
j)ort,  and  if  the  ship  should  be  sold  on  the  voyage,  you  were  to  sign  clear 
of  her."  Some  one  said,  "  We  did  not  hear  any  thingabout  thatin  London;" 
he  replied,  "Here  it  is,"  an  dread  it  to  them.  He  then  went  on  to  say  that 
he  had  sold  the  ship,  and  that  those  who  wished  to  join  the  ship  could 
do  so ;  that  they  would  be  paid,  on  their  signing  a  paper  clearing  from 
the  Sea  King,  two  months'  wages,  while  those  who  did  not  want  to  join 
her  were  to  take  their  clothes  and  go  on  the  steamer  alongside,  which 
would  take  them  to  Liverpool,  where  they  would  be  paid  two  months' 
wages  upon  signing  a  similar  paper.  Some  of  the  men  demanded  that 
they  should  be  paid  immediately.  Cai)tain  Waddell  was  standing  close 
to  Captain  Corbett  at  the  time,  in  full  confederate  uniform,  and  as  soon 
as  Captain  Corbett  had  finished,  stepped  forward  and  took  his  place  by 
the  side  of  Captain  Corbett,  and  said :  "  Men,  I  am  an  ofScer  in  the  con- 
federate navy,  authorized  to  take  command  of  this  ship."  He  offered  to 
read  his  commission,  but  the  men  said,  "  No,  never  mind."  He  then  said, 
"Any  of  you  that  feel  inclined  to  serve  under  the  confederate  flag  will  get 
good  wages  and  good  treatment.  I  do  not  intend  to  fight;  any  one  can 
see  that  this  vessel  was  not  made  to  fight ;  I  intend  to  run  away  rather 
than  fight,  unless  in  a  very  urgent  case.  My  orders  are  simjily  to  destroy 
the  Federal  commerce  by  burning  and  destroying  all  ships  that  I  can  find 
sailing  under  the  Federal  flag."  He  said,  as  each  vessel  was  taken  they 
would  be  valued,  and  half  ot  the  value  of  each  would  be  divided  among 
the  ship's  comi)any,  and  paid  to  them  at  the  end  of  the  war.  Some  one 
asked  what  bounty  he  would  give ;  he  replied,  he  would  give  £15  bounty, 
in  gold ;  to  able  seamen  he  would  give  £7  per  month,  and  those  that 
were  married  could  have  their  wages  paid  to  their  wives  in  Liverpool 
during  the  cruise.  Xotes  were  given  to  the  married  men  for  the  half  of 
their  wages,  payable  in  Liverpool  at  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s 
office.  •  These  notes  have  been  paid,  as  I  have  been  informed,  up  to 
three  weeks  of  our  reaching  Liverpool,  in  last  month.  He  told  the  men, 
as  the  wages  was  high,  they  would  only  sign  for  six  months,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  would  land  them  in  some  British  port,  if  it  lay  in  his 
power ;  if  he  could  not  do  this,  he  would  endeavor  to  place  them  on  board 
a  British  vessel  bound  for  the  United  Kingdom.  He  expected  to  make 
up  his  crew  from  the  prizes  he  would  take.  He  said  her  name  was  the 
Shenandoah,  and  that  he  was  to  command  her.  No  confederate  flag  had 
up  to  this  time  been  shown.  The  only  flag  used  had  been  the  English. 
Myself,  Mr.  Hutchinson,  Mr.  John  Clark,  and  John  Martin  signed  cleared 
of  the  Sea  King,  receiving  each  two  months'  wages  from  Captain  Cor- 
bett, and  then  were  sworn  to  the  effect  that  we  were  to  serve  the  Confed- 
erate States  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  and  never  betray  them  ;  we 
signed  this  at  the  bottom.  Biforts  were  made  to  get  the  other  ]nen  to 
join;  many  from  the  Laurel  did  join  ;  those  who  would  not,  returned  to 
Liverpool,  or  started  for  there,  in  the  Laurel.  Mr.  Smith,  the  purser 
of  the  Shenandoah,  paid  me  the  two  months'  wages  for  serving  on  the 
Sea  King,  also  the  bounty-money  for  enlisting  on  her.     It  was  about  13 
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o'clock  when  the  Laurel  left  us ;  she  steefed  toward  Madeira,  and  we 
took  a  southwest  course.  On  parting  company  with  the  Laurel  we  hoisted 
for  the  first  time  on  the  Shenandoah  the  confederate  flag.  It  was  up 
but  for  a  few  minutes ;  another  vessel  hove  in  sight,  and  we  hoisted  an 
English  iiag  to  her ;  she  replied  with  the  same  flag.  This  was  the  19th 
day  of  October,  1864,  when  we  parted  with  the  Laurel.  Captain  Corbett, 
and  all  the  men  who  did  not  join  the  Shenandoah,  went  on  the  Laurel. 
We  were  ten  or  twelve  days  in  stowing  things  away  and  mounting  the 
guns.  "We  had  two  guns  mounted  at  the  time  we  left  London,  each  18- 
pounder :  we  mounted  four  G8-pounders  smooth-bore  shell  guns,  and  two 
long  32-pounder  Whitworth  rifle  guns.  These  were  all  English  guns. 
There  were  also  rifles,'revolvers,  cutlasses,  &c.,  in  abundance.  Each  man 
at  his  quarters  during  our  cruise  was  armed  with  a  rifle,  a  cutlass,  and 
a  revolver.  This  was  continued  until  the  3d  of  August  last.  There  were 
but  nineteen  men  besides  the  officers  at  the  time  we  left  the  Laurel.  All 
these  men  were  British  subjects.  All  the  guns,  small-arms,  and  ammu- 
nition, as  well  as  supplies,  were  from  England ;  had  been  brought  out 
either  from  London  in  the  Sea  King,  or  in  the  English  steamer  Laurel, 
from  Liverpool.  Our  bounty-money  was  paid  us  in  English  gold.  Indeed, 
Captain  Waddell  told  us  at  the  time  we  joiued  that  our  wages  would  be 
paid  us  in  English  gold.  W^e  were  paid,  at  least  myself,  £2  in  English 
money,  at  Melbourne,  and  since  my  arrival  at  Liverpool  I  have  been  paid 
by  Mr.  Lewis  Wiggins,  who  held  the  post  of  signal  quartermaster  on  the 
Shenandoah,  about  one-half  part  of  my  wages.  This  payment  was  made 
at  the  Sailors'  Home,  Liverpool,  on  the  13th  of  November,  (last  month, 
1865,)  in  English  money.  This  last  payment  was  made  by  Wiggins  and 
Charles  II.  Morton,  one  of  the  seamen;  they  told  us  we  need  not  be 
afraid,  we  would  get  the  rest  of  it.  About  the  29th  day  of  October,  1864, 
we  captured  our  flrst  prize  in  the  bark  Alina,  of  Searsport,  from  New- 
port, bound  to  Bahia.  When  we  got  within  signaling  distance  of  her 
we  hoisted  the  English  flag.  She  replied  by  hoisting  the  American,  and 
as  soon  as  we  got  up  near  her,  we  flred  a  blank  shot  across  her  bows, 
and  hoisted  the  confederate  flag.  She  hove  to,  and  an  armed  boat  was 
sent  to  her.  The  vessel  was  condemned  and  sunk.  The  captain  and 
men  were  brought  on  board  the  Shenandoah,  and  all  the  men  and  offi- 
cers, except  the  captain,  were  put  in  irons.  The  next  prize  was  the 
schooner  Charter  Oak.  She  was  bound  from  Boston  to  San  Francisco^ 
She  was  condemned  fand  burnt.  The  captain  had  his  wife  and  wife's 
sister  on  board.  They  were  brought  to  the  Shenandoah.  The  captain 
had  about  two  hundred  dollars.  This  Captain  Waddell  took  from  the 
captain,  but  gave  it  to  his  wife  on  leaving  the  Shenandoah.  The  captain 
of  the  Charter  Oak  represented  that  this  was  all  he  had  in  the  world, 
now  that  his  vessel  was  burnt.  This  vessel  was  loaded  with  furniture, 
provisions,  preserved  fruits,  preserved  vegetables,  meats,  &c.  We 
took  out  sofas,  furniture,  preserved  fruits,  meats,  &c.,  and  transferred 
them  to  the  Shenandoah  ;  indeed,  we  almost  unloaded  her,  and  trans- 
ferred her  cargo  to  our  vessel.  We  spoke  a  Danish  brig,  bound  to  Eio 
Janeiro ;  all  the  prisoners  were  placed  on  this  vessel.  Our  captain  made 
a  bargain  with  the  Danish  captain  to  convey  them  there.  A  week  or 
two  after  we  took  our  third  prize,  the  bark  De  Godfrey,  of  Boston,  and 

bound  from  that  port  to  .    We  condemned  and  burnt  her.    We 

then  captured  the  schooner  L.  N.  Stacey,  of  Boston,  and  from  that 
port  to  Honolulu.  She  was  condemned  and  burnt.  The  next  vessel  we 
captured  was  the  Kate  Prince.  She  was  a  ship  from  Cardiff  to  Bahia. 
Her  cargo  proved  to  be  neutral.  She  Was  ransomed,  and  all  our  prison- 
ers transferred  to  her.     Our  next  prize  was  the  bark  Adelaide.    She  was 
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condemned  to  be  burnt;  but  wliile  they  were  breaking  up  her  cabin,  a 
letter  from  her  owners  in  Baltimore  was  discovered.  It  was  brought  on 
board,  and  the  order  to  burn  her  was  revoked,  because  she  belonged  to 
southern  owners.  She  was  released  on  giving  a  ransom  bond  for  a  small 
amount.  She  was  under  a  Buenos  Ayres  flag.  The  next  prize  was  a 
brigantine,  the  Susan,  from  Newport  to  Eio  Janeiro,  loaded  with  coal. 
She  was  condemned  and  sunk.  The  bark  Edward  was  next  captured 
west  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  She  was  from  Nantucket,  and  bound 
on  a  whaling  voyage.  We  lay  aside  her  for  two  days,  transferring  stores 
from  her  to  our  vessel.  She  was  then  condemned  and  burnt.  The  next 
day  we  made  the  island  of  Tristan  d'Acuha,  where  there  is  a  British 
settlement.  We  landed  all  our  prisoners  there,  to  the  number  of  about 
forty.  The  next  prize  was  e^st  of  the  Cape.  It  was  the  bark  Delphine ; 
she  belonged  to  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire ;  was  in  ballast.  She  was 
condemned  and  burnt.  The  captain  had  his  wife  with  him.  She  and 
the  rest  were  transferred  to  the  Shenandoah.  From  this  time  until  we 
arrived  in  Melbourne,  on  the  26th  of  January,  we  took  no  more  prizes. 
We  were  well  received  by  all  the  authorities  and  people  at  Melbourne. 
All  the  ofiScials  and  most  of  the  leading  inhabitants  of  the  place  visited 
the  Shenandoah,  and  were  very  warm  in  their  congratulations  and  w«ll- 
wishes  to  us.  The  governor  of  Melbourne  visited  Captain  Waddell,  and 
was  privately  entertained  by  Captain  Waddell  on  board  the  Shenandoah. 
There  were  eight  thousand  visitors  came  on  board  to  see  us  in  one  day. 
All  the  government  officials  were  on  board  to  see  us,  and  most  of  them 
were  entertained  on  board,  either  by  the  captain  or  his  officers.  The. 
government  officials  in  Melbourne  gave  an  elegant  entertainment  to 
Captain  Waddell  and  his  officers  during  his  stay  there ;  it  was  given  at 
their  club-room  in  Melbourne.  Every  facility  was  afforded  to  us,  both 
by  the  officials  and  people  of  Melbourne,  to  make  our  repairs  and  to 
procure  our  supplies ;  indeed,  everything  we  wanted.     One  very  warm 

friend  was  a  man  by  the  name  of ,  formerly  the  United  States 

consul  there.  A  dinner  was  given  to  the  officers  of  the  Shenandoah,  at 
a  place  called  Ballarat,  in  the  country.  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Grimball,  Mr. 
Scales,  Mr.  Mason,  Dr.  Leuning,  and  Mr.  Brown  went.  They  were  re- 
ceived at  the  station  by  some  two  thousand  people,  who  cheered  them 
as  they  passed.  The  English  government  engineer  was  on  board  our  ship 
while  we  were  undergoing  our  repairs  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and 
certainly  assisted  them  with  his  opinions  and  advice,  if  he  did  not  su- 
perintend our  repairs.  We  left  Melbourne  on  the  18th  day  of  February. 
W^hen  we  left  we  had  from  fifty  to  sixty  persons  on  board  as  stowaways ; 
among  them  was  Captain  Eobert  Blackar,  who  commanded  the  English 
steamer  Saxonia.  It  was  known  to  the  officers  on  board  at  the  time  we 
sailed  that  most  of  these  men  were  on  board.  All  these  persons  so 
stowed  away  on  board  were  British  subjects,  and  were  enlisted  or  enrolled 
upon  the  ship's  books  as  officers  or  men  within  twelve  hours  from  the 
time  we  left  our  anchorage,  and  while  we  were  within  sight  of  land. 
Their  names  are  mentioned  in  the  list  annexed  hereto,  and  comprise  all 
those  set  down  in  said  list  as  shipping  at  Melbourne.  Before  we  left 
Melbourne  we  were  coaled  by  the  shiii  John  Eraser,  from  Liverpool, 
which  I  have  since  learned  was  sent  out  with  coal  expressly  for  us.  It 
was  some  six  weeks  after  we  left  Melbourne  before  we  took  another 
prize,  during  which  time  we  were  organizing  a  company  of  marines  and 
drilling  the  crew.  About  the  2d  of  March  we  spoke  the  schooner  Hono- 
lulu, under  the  Honolulu  flag ;  the  captain  of  the  schooner  told  us  there 
were  six  American  whalers  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  the  island  of 
Ascension.    We  made  all  haste,  steered  directly  to  this  island,  and 
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entered  tbe  harbor  two  days  after.  We  found  there  four  vessels,  all 
whalers ;  the  ship  Hector,  of  New  Bedford ;  ship  Edward  Carey,  of  San 
Francisco ;  the  bark  Pearl,  of  New  London ;  and  the  bark  Harvest,  of 
Honolulu.  This  last  vessel  was  from  Honolulu,  under  the  Honolulu  flag, 
and  in  command  of  a  citizen  of  Honolulu.  These  vessels  were  all  lying- 
at  anchor  in  the  harbor.  The  Honolulu  bark  was  brought  alongside, 
and  all  her  supplies  were  removed  to  the  Shenandoah ;  her  captain  was 
brought  on  board  and  placed  in  double  irons,  and  kept  in  this  condition 
for  three  or  four  days.  The  captains  of  the  three  American  vessels  were 
visiting  the  missionary  on  the  other  side  of  the  island  at  the  time  we 
arrived,  but  most  of  them  returned  in  time  to  see  their  vessels  burned. 
We  took  possession  of  all  the  vessels,  the  three  that  were  under  the 
American  flag,  as  well  as  the  one  under  the  Honolulu  flag.  Within  an 
hour  after  we  arrived  we  took  possession,  and  the  savages  of  the  island 
were  told  they  might  go  and  plunder  the  vessels  and  take  whatever  they 
desired.  They  took  the  boats  belonging  to  the  vessels,  sails,  furniture, 
supplies,  &c.  They  almost  stripped  the  vessels.  We  fired  and  burned 
the  Pearl  on  the  day  we  arrived ;  the  next  Monday,  the  6th  of  March, 
"we  gave  the  Edward  Carey  and  the  Hector  to  the  flames ;  the  Honolulu 
bark  was  burned  about  two  days  after.  The  vessels  were  all  in  the 
harbor  at  the  time  they  were  burned.  The  crews  from  all  these  vessels 
"were  turned  on  shore  among  the  savages  as  soon  as  we  took  possession. 
All  the  captains  upon  their  return,  which  was  not  until  after  we  had 
seized  their  vessels,  with  their  officers  were  brought  on  board  the  Shen- 
andoah, placed  in  irons,  and  kept  there  until  we  were  ready  to  sail, 
when  they  were  paroled  and  sent  to  the  shore  with  their  men  among  the 
savages.  We  left  them  there.  The  king  of  the  island  came  on  board 
while  we  were  there.  Waddell  and  his  officers  received  him  in  full  uni- 
form, wearing  their  swords.  He  was  brought  aboard  in  the  ship's  gig, 
and  entertained  by  the  captain  in  his  cabin,  and  shown  round  the  ship. 
We  left  the  island  of  Ascension  about  the  14th  day  of  March  last,  and 
cruised  for  about  a  month  off  the  coast  of  Japan,  hoping  to  fall  in  with 
some  of  the  United  States  traders  with  that  country.  The  last  part  of 
May  we  entered  the  Okhotsk  Sea ;  we  there  captured  the  whaling  bark 
Abigail,  of  New  Bedford.  We  lay  alongside  two  days  transferring  the 
spirits,  potatoes,  and  supplies  from  her  to  our  vessel.  There  were  on  the 
vessel  some  twenty  or  thirty  silk  dresses  which  the  captain  and  officers 
had  purchased  in  Japan,  and  a  quantity  of  fancy  Japan  work-boxes  and 
fancy  articles.  All  these  were  taken  hj  the  officers  and  men  of  our  ship. 
The  vessel  was  then  burned.  A  part  of  the  time  we  were  lying  by  her 
our  crew  had  reached  the  liquors,  and  were  in  a  frightful  state  of  intoxi- 
cation. The  second  mate  of  this  vessel,  P.  Manning,  an  American  be- 
longing to  Baltimore,  on  coming  on  board,  told  our  captain  that  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  seas  in  the  neighborhood,  and  would  pilot  the 
vessel  Shenandoah  to  a  place  where  we  would  find  fourteen  or  fifteen 
United  States  whaling  vessels  together.  He  was  placed  upon  the  arti- 
cles as  ship's  corporal,  and  gave  the  information  to  the  captain.  We 
afterwards,  under  his  piloting,  found  eleven  American  vessels  all  toge- 
ther, nine  of  which  were  burned  as  hereafter  mentioned.  Manning  was 
at  once,  for  his  service,  rewarded  by  being  made  a  master's  mate.  He 
is  now  in  London.  After  cruising  for  more  than  a  week  we  made  for  Beh- 

ring's  Straits.    In  the  month  of we  sighted  two  vessels  within  about 

nine  miles  from  the  land ;  they  proved  to  be  the  ship  William  Thompson 
and  ship  Euphrates,  both  from  New  Bedford.  They  were  both  burned. 
While  they  were  burning,  another  ship  hove  in  sight ;  we  gave  chase 
under  the  Russian  flag;  she  proved  to  be  the  English  bark  Eobert 
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Downs,  of  Sydney.  "We  gave  them  our  name  as  the  Eussian  ship  of  war 
Prince  Petropaul'ovski,  bound  on  a  cruise ;  she  saluted  us,  and  we  parted. 
In  two  or  three  days,  near  the  entrance  of  Behring's  Straits,  we  sighted 
three  more  vessels ;  they  proved  to  be  the  ship  Milo,  the  bark  Sophia 
Thornton,  and  bark  Jerry  Swift ;  they  were  all  captured.  The  Milo  was 
bonded  on  condition  of  her  receiving  the  crews  of  the  others  and  the 
prisoners  we  had  on  board  ;  the  others  were  burned.  This  was  in  the 
month  of  June.  The  next  vessel  we  took  w^as  the  brigantiue  Susan 
Abigail,  of  San  Francisco;  she  was  twenty-eight  days  from  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  bound  on  a  general  trading  voyage  in  the  Arctic  Sea.  She  had 
many  fancy  articles  on  board,  but  we  took  nothing  from  her,  but  burned 
her  immediately,  as  the  captain  and  crew  had  told  us  that  General  Lee 

had  surrendered  and  the  war  was  over.    It  was  on  the day  of  June 

last  when  we  captured  and  burnt  this  vessel.  This  was  the  first  news 
we  had  that  the  war  was  over.  This  news  depressed  us.  On  the  follow- 
ing night,  about  12  o'clock,  we  took  three  other  vessels:  the  bark  J.  C. 
IsTye,  of  San  Francisco  ;  bark  Nimrod,  of  New  Bedford ;  and  bark  Cath- 
erine, of  New  Bedford,  all  whalers.  These  three  last  vessels  were  cap- 
tured and  burned  on  the  night  of .    The  next  vessels  taken  were 

the  bark  Isabella,  of  New  Bedford ;  the  bark  General  Pike,  of  New 
Bedford ;  and  the  bark  Gypsie,  of  New  Bedford.    They  were  captured 

on  the .    The  General  Pike  was  ransomed;  the  Isabella  and  a 

bark  called  the  Gypsie,  of  New  Bedford,  were  burned.  The  Isabella  was 
brought  alongside  the  Shenandoah,  and  her  stores  taken  out  and  placed 
on  our  vessel  before  she  was  burned.  The  crews  for  these  vessels  were 
all  placed  on  the  General  Pike.  Another  vessel  was  in  sight,  but  the 
captains  from  the  prize  vessels  told  us  she  had  the  small-pox  on  board, 
and  we  let  her  pass,  although  she  showed  the  American  flag.    Early  in 

the  morning  of ,  the  weather  being  foggy,   wo  were  very 

nearly  being  run  into  by  the  bark  Waverley,  of  New  Bedford.  We  took 
her  and  burned  her.  On  the  same  day  the  fog  cleared  off,  and  we  saw 
several  vessels  anchored  in  a  bay  or  roadstead  ;  they  were  about  eight 
or  twelve  miles  from  land.  Most  were  at  anchor;  some  were  with  their 
sails  furled  up ;  there  were  eleven  altogether.  We  were  at  this  time 
under  the  pilotage  of  Mr.  Manning.  It  was  through  him  that  we  had 
reached  this  point.  They  all  hoisted  the  American  flag.  On  our 
nearing  them  we,  too,  hoisted  the  American  flag.  The  first  vessel 
proved  to  be  the  bark  Martha,  of  New  Bedford ;  she  was  under  canvas, 
and  was  just  going  to  anchor;  she  was  boarded  by  us  and  taken  pos- 
session of.  We  then  came  tip  to  a  lot  of  them  ;  they  were  the  bark  Con- 
gress, of  New  Bedford;  bark  Nassau,  of  New  Bedford ;  bark  Corington, 
of  New  Bedford ;  the  ship  James  Murray,  of  New  Bedford ;  the  ship 
Brunswick,  of  New  Bedford ;  ship  Hilman,  of  New  Bedford ;  the  bark 
Nile,  of  New  Bedford ;  the  ship  Isaac  Howland,  of  Warren,  Ehode  Island; 
and  the  bark  Favorite,  of  Fair  Haven.  This  last  vessel,  on  our  boat 
going  to  board  her,  made  resistance.  Her  captain  pointed  a  bomb  gun 
at  us,  and  threatened  to  fire  at  us  if  we  approached  his  ship.  All  his  crew 
were  armed  with  handspikes.  At  this  time  nearly  all  the  vessels  above 
mentioned  were  in  our  possession,  and  several  of  them  were  in  flames, 
and  the  United  States  flag  was  srill  flying  at  our  gaff  or  mizzen-peak ; 
we  had  not  any  other  up  to  this  time  flying.  On  receiving  this  hostile 
reception  we  returned  to  the  Shenandoah,  and  informed  the  lieutenant 
what  had  happened.  He  hauled  down  the  United  States  flag  and  hoisted 
the  confederate  flag  on  the  Shenandoah,  and  approached  with  his  vessel 
to  within  speaking  distance,  hailed  the  captain,  and  told  him  that  every 
person  must  leave  her  within  five  minutes,  or  he  would  fire  into  and  sink 
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them.  Captain  Waddell  ordered  one  of  tbe  Whitwortli  gaas  to  be 
loaded,  and  repeated  the  order  to  point  the  gun  to  hit  that  ship.  Before 
the  five  minutes  had  expired  all  the  crew  had  left  her  in  their  boats ; 
the  captain  refused  to  do  so,  and  remained  on  board.  First  Lieutenant 
Whittle,  on  seeing  that  the  crew  had  left  the  ship,  hailed  the  bark  again, 
and  told  the  captain  to  haul  down  his  flag.  The  captaia  replied  that  he 
"would  not.  The  first  lientenant  then  ordered  our  boat  to  be  hauled  up,  and 
in  great  excitement  snatched  a  loaded  rifle  from  one  of  the  marines, 
jumped  into  the  boat,  and  told  us  to  give  way  and  pull  with  all  our  might. 
On  aijproaching  the  vessel  Lieutenant  Whittle  pointed  the  rifle  at  him, 
and  told  him  if  he  did  not  within  five  minutes  go  and  stand  in  the  port 
gangway,  leaving  his  arms  on  the  poop,  he  would  shoot  him  dead  on  the 
deck  where  he  stood.  The  captain  api^eared  to  be  intoxicated.  We  went 
round  and  boarded  the  vessel,  took  possession,  and  burned  her.  We 
bonded  the  two  ships  James  Murray  and  l^rnnswick,  and  burned  all  the 
rest.  The  crews  from  the  burnt  vessels  were  placed  on  the  Murray  and 
Brunswick.  After  firing  these  vessels,  we  steered  to  the  northward  for 
a  day  and  a  night,  but  meeting  with  heavy  sea  we  turned  about  and 
steered  for  the  south.  Manning  protested  against  our  turning  about, 
saying  in  a  few  more  days  he  could  find  as  many  more  vessels  as  we  had 

already  taken.    Three  or  four  days  after,  about  the ,  we  spoke  a 

Honolulu  brig ;  hailed  and  asked  her  what  news  she  had.  He  replied 
that  General  Lee  had  surrendered,  and  the  northern  President  had  been 
assassinated.  After  this,  on  the  6th  day  of  July,  we  left  Behring  Straits 
for  the  Pacific  Ocean.  When  in  the  latitude  of  San  Francisco,  on  the 
2d  of  August,  1865,  we  spoke  the  bark  Barracouta,  of  Liverpool,  from 
San  Francisco  to  Swansea,  fourteen  days  out.  We  sent  a  boat  on  board, 
and  he  told  us  that  the  war  was  over,  confirming  the  news  we  had  heard 
before.  On  the  following  day  all  hands  were  called  aft,  and  Captain 
Waddell  told  them  it  was  indeed  true  that  the  Srouth  had  been  suppressed, 
and  the  war  over.  He  told  the  men"  all  they  had  to  do  was  to  obey  him  ; 
that  he  intended  to  take  them  to  a  British  port,  and  that  however  much 
trouble  they  might  be  put  to,  he  and  his  ofiicers  would  be  in  a  much 
worse  condition ;  but  that  if  they  would  stand  by  him  he  would  stand 
by  them.  He  alluded  to  a  letter  which  had  been  sent  aft  by  the  crew, 
requesting  him  to  go  into  a  British  port.  He  told  them  he  would  go 
into  a  British  port.  Some  wanted  to  go  to  Australia ;  but  they  all 
seemed  well  content  with  his  ultimate  decision  to  come  to  Liverpool. 
We  rounded  the  Horn  on  the  13th  September  and  made  direct  for  Liver- 
pool. When  in  latitude  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  the  ofiicers  called  a 
meeting,  and  signed  a  petition  requesting  the  captain  to  run  in  and  land 
them  at  Cape  Town.  Captain  Waddell  refused  to  accede  to  this.  The 
next  day  Lieutenant  Whittle  waited  on  the  captain,  atthe  request  of  the 
officers,  and  renewed  the  matter.  The  captain  still  refused.  On  the 
following  day  the  men  held  a  meeting,  and  signed  a  x^etitiou  to  the  effect 
that  they  were  willing  to  go  wherever  the  cai)tain  took  them.  He  then 
continued  on  his  course  for  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  on  the  6th  ^o- 
vember,  1865.  Our  general  practice  while  cruising  was,  when  we  cap- 
tured a  vessel,  to  bring  the  men  and  officers  to  the  Shenandoah  and  put 
them  in  irons.  In  some  cases  the  officers  were  not  put  in  irons.  In 
approaching  vessels  our  general  practice  was  to  hoist  the  English  flag. 
This  was  done  in  most  cases  when  we  captured  a  prize  or  spoke  a  vessel. 
In  a  few  instances  we  hoisted  theEussian  and  American  flags ;  but  the 
English  flag  was  the  one  we  generally  used.  The  only  inducement  held 
out  for  men  from  vessels  captured  to  join  our  ship  was  this  :  After  they 
were  put  in  irons  the  officers  would  approach  them  and  say :  Now  you 
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are  iu  irons,  and  will  probably  be  kept  there  for  a  month,  and  you  are 
earning  nothing ;  now,  if  you  will  join  us  you  will  be  set  at  liberty,  treated 
well,  and  earn  good  wages;  you  had  therefore  better  consent  and  do  it. 
Many  agreed  to  do  this.  F.  Manning,  the  mate  from  the  Abigail,  was  not 
put  in  irons  at  all.  He  became  an  active  man  among  us  as  soon  as  he  got 
onboard,  and  volunteered  his  services  to  conduct  us  to  the  whaling  fleet, 
and  was  thanked  and  complimented  by  the  captain,  and  promoted  for 
his  services.  When  we  captured  a  vessel  we  always  took  all  the  money, 
jewelry,  chronometers,  and  other  A'aluables  that  were  in  the  ship,  and  all 
the  money  and  jewelry  that  the  captain  and  officers  had  in  their  pockets 
or  about  them,  excepttheir  watches  and  what  they  were  wearing.  In  one 
or  two  instances  their  watches  were  taken  from  them  by  our  men.  Com- 
plaint was  made  by  the  captains  of  this  to  our  officers,  but  they  never  got 
any  redress.  After  a  vessel  was  condemned,  and  we  had  taken  everything 
we  wanted  from  her,  we  would  proceed  to  break  iip  her  cabins  and  fur- 
niture with  our  axes,  and  then  set  her  on  fire.  That  is  the  way  we  did 
whenever  we  burned  them.  There  were  two  cases  where  we  sunk  them. 
A  day  or  two  before  we  arrived  at  Liverpool,  Captain  Waddell  had  all 
the  men  called  aft.  He  commenced  to  address  them,  and  said  when  the 
ship  first  started  she  had  $22,000  on  board  of  her.  Out  of  that  he  took 
$18,000  to  defray  the  expenses  in  Melbourne ;  consequently,  wheu  he 
came  to  consider  the  large  amount  that  was  due  to  each  one  of  us,  the 
small  amount  of  money  left  would  go  but  a  little  way  among  us  ;  but 
what  there  was  should  be  equally  divided  among  the  ofiScers  and  men, 
and  on  our  arrival  in  Liverpool  he  would  endeavor  to  see  where  the  rest 
of  our  money  was  to  come  from.  He  said  he  had  no  doubt  but  that 
among  the  southern  population  of  Liverpool,  who  had  been  so  interested 
and  concerned  in  the  war,  there  would  be  some  who  would  be  willing  to 
contribute  to  pay  us,  who  had  done  so  much.  He  then  went  on  to  say 
what  satisfaction  the  good  conduct  of  the  crew  during  the  cruise  had 
given  him,  and  he  only  hoped  up  to  the  last  moment  of  their  stopping  in 
the  ship  they  would  behave  in  the  same  orderly  manner.  He  added,  "You 
have  gained  a  name  by  serving  in  this  vessel  that  will  never  be  forgotten. 
Your  acts  will  be  talked  of  all  over  Europe."  He  said  that  wheu  he  got 
on  shore  it  would  be  A'ery  annoying  to  him  to  have  the  men  following 
him  about  Liverpool  to  the  offices ;  he  would  therefore  appoint  Lewis 
Wiggins  and  James  Brossman,  to  whom  he  would  communicate,  and  who 
would  communicate  his  wishes  to  the  men.  He  promised  to  give  us  each 
a  certificate  of  the  exact  amount  due  us.  The  day  before  we  arrived  in 
Liverpool  we  were  paid  the  money  that  was  promised  on  the  ship — that  is, 
the  cash  in  hand  was  divided.  My  share  was  £5,  which  was  paid  me  in 
English  gold.  A  part  of  the  crew  were  paid  partly  in  English  and  partly 
in  American  coin.  We  came  on  shore  at  Liverpool  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, the  8th  of  3^ovember,  1865.  W^e  heard  nothing  more  about  the  pay- 
ment until  the  following  Friday.  I  had  gone  to  and  was  stopping  at  the 
Sailors'  Home,  in  Liverpool.  A  majority  of  the  men  from  the  Shenandoah 
were  stopping  at  the  Sailors'  Home,  in  Liverpool.  M"o  objection  was 
made  to  our  stopping  in  the  Sailors'  Home,  in  Liverpool.  They  admitted 
all  who  applied,  but  would  not  take  the  name  of  our  ship.  They  put  us 
down  under  the  name  of  another  vessel.  On  Friday  Wiggins,  who  was 
stopping  at  the  Sailors'  Home  with  us,  came  and  collected  all  the  certi- 
ficates that  had  been  given  us  before  we  loft  the  Shenandoah,  showing 
the  amount  due  to  us,  telling  us  that  he  would  most  likely  pay  us  the 
following  day.  About  10  o'clock  on  Saturday,  the  11th  of  November 
1865,  he  commenced  to  pay  ofl'  the  crew  upstairs  in  his  own  room  at  the 
Sailors'  Home.    Morton  acted  as  clerk.    He  called  them  in  one  by  one 
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and  commenced  paying  them  in  full  in  English  gold.    He  paid  off  about 
one-half  of  the  crew  in  full.    The  following  day  I  went  down  to  the 
Home  and  asked  him  to  give  me  a  few  shillings,  as  I  had  not  been  paid, 
and  he  then  told  me  there  would  not  be  enough  money  to  go  round  and 
pay  all.    The  next  morning  he  commenced  paying  the  crew  one-half 
their  wages,  and  retaining  their  certificates.    There  was  due  me  £49  14s. 
I  got  only  £22.    This  was  paid  me  in  English  gold.    That  same  evening 
Wiggins  went  to  London  in  disguise.    Morton  took  a  second-class  ticket 
to  Bristol.     On  Friday,  the  17th  November,  I  went  to  the  Waterloo 
Hotel,  and  there  saw  Captain  Waddell.    He  took  me  up  to  his  room. 
I  asked  him  what  prospect  there  was  of  our  being  paid.    He  told  me  he 
had  given  Wiggins  enough  money  to  pay  all  the  men  all  that  was  due 
them,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  Wiggins  was  acting  for  the  best. 
This  is  the  last  time  I  have  seen  him ;  but  several  of  the  crew  have  seen 
him  subsequently.     We  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the  afternoon  of  the  6th 
of  November,  as  above  stated,  and  anchored  in  the  river  Mersey,  near 
Her  Majesty's  ship  Donegal.     We  came  up  with  the  confederate  flag 
flying.     Just  as  we  anchored  a  lieutenant  from  the  Donegal  came  on 
board.    After  conversing  with  Captain  Waddell  he  left,  and  soon  after 
Captain  Paynter,  of  the  Donegal,  came.    He  remained  about  an  hour, 
and  as  he  passed  over  the  side  of  the  ship  said  he  would  telegraph 
Earl  Eussell  and  let  Captain  Waddell  know  the  answer  as  soon  as  he 
got  it.    That  night  a  company  of  marines,  with  two  officers,  from  the 
Donegal,  came  on  board  and  took  possession  of  the  vessel.    These  men 
from  the  Donegal  would  not  permit  any  of  the  officers  or  men  to  leave 
the  vessel.    That  night  Captain  Whitehead,  of  Liverpool,  sent  off  to  the 
ship  two  barrels  of  ale,  one  of  porter,  a  lot  of  fresh  beef,  fresh  mutton, 
a  large  supply  of  vegetables,  eggs,  and  cheese,  enough  for  all  hands,  and 
two  or  three  tubs  of  butter,  with  plenty  of  fresh  bread.    This  was  re- 
ceived on  the  vessel,  and  all  hands  partook  of  it.    The  next  night  Jones 
&  Co.  (or  Jones,  Highat  &  Co.)  sent  us  off  a  boat-load  of  provisions,  &c. ;' 
but  tbe  custom-house  officers  would  not  permit  it  to  come  on  board. 
Captain  Paynter  visited  the  ship  frequently.    On  the  morning  of  the  day 
■we  were  released  he  came,  and  as  he  was  going  he  said,,"  Men,  you  need 
not  be  impatient ;  you  will  soon  be  released ;  probably  this  evening.    T 
am  doing  all  in  my  power  to  obtain  it  for  you.    As  soon  as  the  formali- 
ties are  got  through  with,  and  I  receive  the  proper  instructions,  I  wi^l 
do  it."    That  evening,  the  8th  of  November,  he  came  on  board  in  a  tug- 
boat.    As  he  came  on  board  he  said,  "I  have  come  to  release  you,  my 
men.''    He  was  cheered  by  the  men.    He  went  immediately  aft.    The 
men  were  all  mustered.     While  we  were  mustering  and  making  prepara- 
tions to  go  aft.  Captain  Waddell  sent  some  of  the  marines  among  the 
men  to  tell  them  they  were  all  to  be  southerners  when  their  names  were 
called.     I  was  myself  told  this  by  a  marine  by  the  name  of  John  Ivors, 
who  told  me  that  the  captain  had  sent  him  to  tell  all  the  crew.    On  being 
mustered  aft  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Paynter  and  Lieutenant  Whittle, 
in  consequence  of  this  information,  we  all  stated  that  we  were  southern 
ers  when  our  names  were  called  out.    The  mode  was  this :  We  were  all 
mustered  one  side  of  the  vessel.    Lieutenant  Whittle  called  our  names 
and  number,  and  as  each  man  was  called  he  passed  in  front  of  Captain 
Paynter,  who  addressed  to  each,  "  What  countryman  are  you  f    All  the 
Englishmen,  Scotch,  or  Irish  answered  that  they  were  southerners.    The 
other  foreigners  answered  according  to  their  nation.    As  soon  as  this 
was  done  we  were  told  to  get  into  the  steamer  as  quick  as  possible,  which 
we  did,  and  were  then  landed  at  Liverpool.    No  parole  was  asked  or 
taken  from  any  of  us.    We  were  told  we  were  at  liberty.    Mr.  Lynch 
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the  carpenter,  married  an  English  woman  some  time  before  our  cruise 
commenced,  and  was  living  before  and  is  now  living  in  LiveriJool.  On 
Thursday  or  Friday,  after  we  were  landed,  James  Baines,  a  merchant 
of  Liverpool,  sent  for  all  the  ofiicers  of  the  Shenandoah  to  come  to  his 
office.  The  annexed  list  contains  the  names  of  all  the  officers,  petty 
officers,  and  men  of  the  Shenandoah  after  we  left  Melbourne  up  to  the 
time  we  arrived  in  Liverpool.  There  were  some  men  who  left  the  ship  at 
Melbourne,  whose  names  I  do  not  know.  With  two  or  three  exceptions, 
the  men  and  officers  in  the  list  are  those  that  were  landed  at  Liverpool. 
The  list  gives  the  uationality  of  each  person,  when  he  enlisted  and 
when  he  left  the  vessel. 

WILLIAM  A.  TEMPLE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  December,  1865,  at 
Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  England,  before  me. 

JAS.  THOENLEY, 

Notary  Public,  Idverpool. 


List  of  the  officers  and  men  of  fie  Shenandoah,  referred  to  in  the  preceding 

affidavit. 

OFFICERS. 

James  J.  Waddell,  commander;  an  American;  came  out  in  the  steamer 
Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

William  C.  Whittle,  first  lieutenant;  an  American;  joined  the  Sea 
King  at  London. 

John  Grimball,  second  lieutenant ;  an  American ;  came  out  in  steamer 
Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

Sydney  Smith  Lee,  third  lieutenant;  an  American ;  came  out  in  steamer 
Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

Frederick  Chen,  fourth  lieutenant ;  an  American ;  came  out  in  steamer 
Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

Dabney  N.  Scales,  fifth  lieutenant;  an  American;  came  out  in  steamer 
Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

Charles  Edward  Lining,  first  surgeon;  an  American;  came  out  in 
steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

Frederick  McUlty,  second  surgeon;  an  American;  came  out  in  sieamer 
Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

Matthew  O'Brien,  first  or  chief  engineer ;  an  American ;  came  out  in 
steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool ;  was  in  the  Alabama. 

Charles  Codd,  first  assistant  engineer;  an  American;  came  out  in  the 
steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool ;  was  in  the  liappahannock. 

John  Hutchinson,  second  assistant  engineer;  a  Scotcfiman ;  came  out 
in  and  joined  from  the  Sea  King. 

Francis  McGuff'ney,  third  assistant  engineer ;  an  Irishman ;  came  out 
in  steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool ;  was  in  the  Sumter  and  Alabama 
under  the  name  of  Curren. 

Irvine  S.  Bullock,  sailing  master ;  came  out  in  steamer  Laurel  from 
Liverpool;  was  in  the  Alaoama.    Is  brother  to  J.  D.  Bullock. 

John  Blackar,  an  Irishman ;  captain  in  the  English  merchant  service- 
joined  at  Melbourne  as  captain's  clerk.  ' 

Orris  A.  Browne,  a  passed  midshipman;  an  American;  came  out  in 
steamer  xjaurel  from  Liverpool. 
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John  J.  Mason,  a  passed  midshipman;  an  American;  came  out  in 
steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

Cornelius  Hunt,  master's  mate;  an  American ;  came  out  in  the  steamer 
Laurel  from  Liverpool ;  was  on  the  Georgia  and  Rappahannock. 

F.  C.  Minor,  master's  mate;  an  American;  came  out  in  the  steamer 
Laurel  from  Liverpool;  was  in  the  Alabama  and  Sumter. 

Lodge  Colton,  master's  mate ;  an  American ;  came  out  in  the  steamer 
Laurel  from  Liverpool ;  was  in  the  Rappahannock. 

H.  Maning,  master's  mate ;  an  American ;  joined  us  from  the  bark 
Abigail ;  was  second  mate  on  her. 

W.  B.  Smith,  purser;  an  American ;  came  out  in  the  steamer  Laurel 
from  Liverpool ;  was  captain's  clerk  on  Alabama. 

George  Howard,  boatswain ;  an  Englishman ;  belongs  to  the  royal 
navy  of  England,  or  had  served  in  it ;  came  out  in  the  steamer  Laurel 
from  Liverpool ;  has  been  in  the  Alabama. 

Peter  Guy,  gunner ;  an  Englishman ;  has  been  in  the  royal  navy  of 
England ;  came  out  in  the  steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

John  Lynch,  carpenter;  an  American,  from  New  York,  but  married 
to  an  English  woman  residing  in  Liverpool;  came  out  in  the  steamer 
Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

John  O'Shea,  carpenter,  but  resigned  at  Melbourne ;  came  out  in 
the  Laurel  from  Liverpool ;  was  an  Irishman  by  birth. 

A.  Alcott,  sail-maker ;  an  Englishman ;  came  out  in  steamer  Laurel 
from  Liverpool ;  was  on  the  Alabama. 

PETTY   OPFIOEKS. 

Michael  Moran,  an  Irishman;  first  captain  of  forecastle ;  came  out  in 
the  steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

William  Warren,  an  Englishman;  second  captain  of  forecastle ;  came 
out  in  the  steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

Louis  Rowe,  a  Frenchman  ;  captain  of  main- top ;  joined  us  from  bark 
Alina. 

Robert  Dunning,  an  Englishman ;  captain  of  fore-top ;  joined  us  at 
Melbourne. 

Thomas  Strong,  an  American ;  captain  of  mizzen-top ;  joined  us  at 
Melbourne. 

Charles  Cobbey,  an  Englishman;  gunner's  mate,  joined  us  at  Mel- 
bourne. 

James  Bronnan,  an  Englishman  ;  chief  boatswain's  mate ;  came  out 
in  steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool ;  was  on  the  Alabama. 

Thomas  Hall,  an  Englishman ;  quartermaster ;  came  out  in  steamer 
Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

John  James,  an  Englishman;  carpenter's  mate;  joined  us  at  Mel- 
bourne. 

John  Spring,  an  Englishman;  captain  of  the  hold;  joined  us  at  Mel- 
bourne. 

William  Crawford,  an  Englishman;  gunner's  mate;  came  out  in  the 
steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool ;  was  on  the  Alabama. 

Lewis  Wiggins,  a  Russian ;  signal  quartermaster ;  came  out  in  the 
steamer  Laurel,  from  Liverpool. 

Ernest  W.  Burt,  an  Englishman ;  doctor's  steward  ;  joined  us  at  Mel- 
bourne. 

James  A.  Exshaw,  an  Irishman;  jjurser's  steward;  joined  us  at  Mel- 
bourne. 

Peter  Ramond,  a  Frenchman ;  captain  of  fore-top ;  joined  us  from 
bark  Alina. 
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Tniliam  West,  au  Englislimaii ;  captain  of  main-top;  belongs  to  royal 
naval  reserve;  joined  us  from  bark  De Godfrey. 

John  Griffitlis,  an  Englishman ;  captain  mizzen-top  ;  came  out  in  the 
steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

Henry  Fox,  or  Henry  Yates,  an  Englishman;  gunner's  mate;  came 
out  in  the  steamer  Laurel  from  Liverpool;  "was  on  the  Alabama. 

John  Davy,  an  Englishman;  boatswain's  mate;  joined  us  from  bark 
De  Godfrey. 

John  VC]  Jones,  a  Welchman ;  quartermaster;  came  out  in  the  steamer 
Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

Jacob  Hanson,  a  Dane ;  quartermaster ;  joined  us  from  the  bark  L.  M. 
Stacy. 

Francis  Tuft,  an  Englishman;  cooper;  joined  us  from  the  Edward. 

Franklin  Gloon,  (his  right  name  is ,)  sail-maker's  mate; 

an  Ameiican ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Charles  McLaren,  a  Scotchman;  master-at-arms;  joined  us  at  Mel- 
bourne. 

James  Marlow,  an  Englishman;  ward-room  cook ;  came  out  in  the 
Laurel  from  Liverpool. 

Charles  Hopkins,  a  negro,  Baltimore;  ward-room  cook ;  joined  us  from 
schooner  L.  M.  Stacy. 

William  Smith,  an  Englishman;  shii^'s  cook;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

John  Williams,  a  negro ;  ship's  cook ;  joined  us  from  bark  De  Godfrey ; 
left  us  at  Melbourne. 

William  Bruce,  a  Malay ;  ward-room  steward ;  joined  us  from  bark 
Alin'a;  left  us  at  Melbourne. 

David  Alexander,  a  Scotchman;  corporal  of  marines;  joined  us  at 
Melbourne. 

William  Park,  an  American;  corporal  of  marines;  joined  us  from  ship 
Hector. 

William  Fenner,  au  English  boy ;  captain's  steward ;  came  out  in  the 
Laurel,  from  Liverpool. 

H.  C.  Canning,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne;  died  Octo- 
ber 29,  1865. 

SEAMEN. 

John  Collins,  au  American ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 
Thomas  Foran,  an  Lishman;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 
Lawrence  Kerney,  an  Irishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 
John  McDorial,  Scotchman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 
John  Eamsdale,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 
John  Kilgower,  a  Scotchman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 
Thomas  Swanton,  an  Englishman;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 
James  Welch,  an  American ;  joined  us  from  bark  Pearl. 
John  Morris,  a  Portuguese ;  joined  us  from  ship  Hector. 
George  Adeias,  a  Portuguese;  joined  us  from  ship  Hector. 
Walter  Way,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  from  the  Susan. 
John  Hawthorn,  an  Irishman ;  joined  us  from  ship  General  Williams. 
Alfred  Seaman,  a  Prussian ;  joined  us  from  ship  S.  Abigail. 
Charles  Graft,  a  German  ;  joined  us  from  ship  S.  Abigail. 
Autonia  Delombas,  a  Portuguese ;  joined  us  from  ship  Hector. 
John  Blacking,  a  Dane ;  joined  us  from  bark  De  Godfrey. 
John  Moss,  an  Irishman;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 
William  Simpson,  an  Englishman ;  came  out  in  the  Laurel,  from  Liv- 
erpool ;  was  on  the  Alabama. 
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Joachim  Eoderichs,  a  Portuguese ;  joined  us  from  ship  Hector. 

George  Flood,  an  American;  joined  us  from  bark  De  Godfrey. 

James  Fegan,  an  Irishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Samuel  Crooks,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

John  Simmes,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

John  Hill,  an  Irishman;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

William  Hutchinson,  an  Englishman;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Thomas  Evans,  Welchman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Charles  H.  Morton,  an  American ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

George  H.  Gifford,  an  American ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

John  Kelly,  an  Irishman;  joined  us  from  brigantine  Susan  Abigail. 

John  Dowden,  an  American;  was  mate  on  the  Abigail,  and  joined  us 
as  seaman. 

Julius  Colar,  an  American ;  joined  us  from  the  ship  General  "Williams. 

Alexander  Pattison,  a  Scotchman ;  joined  us  from  the  Susan  Abigail. 

John  Hilcox,  an  Englishman;  joined  us  from  the  General  Williams. 

Henry  Canning,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Joseph  Steveson,  a  negro ;  joined  us  from  the  Pearl. 

John  Vanarery,  a  Canadian;  joined  us  from  the  Gypsey. 

Michael  Eose,  called  Eeed ;  an  Englishman ;  came  out  in  the  Laurel, 
from  Liverpool ;  was  in  the  Alabama. 

William  Bill,  from  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  us  from  Abigail ;  died 
October  26,  1865. 

Henry  Givens,  from  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  us  from  Abigail. 

John  Mahoe,  from  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  us  from  Abigail. 

Joseph  Long,  from  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  us  from  Abigail. 

James  California,  from  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  us  from  Abigail. 

James  French,  from  Sandwich  Islands  ;  joined  us  from  Abigail. 

John  Sailer,  from  Sandwich  Islands  ;  joined  us  from  Abigail. 

William  Brown,  from  Sandwich  Islands  ;  joined  us  from  Abigail. 

Joseph  Canaca,  from  Sandwich  Islands ;  joined  us  from  Abigail. 

John  Boy,  from  Sandwich  Islands;  joined  us  from  Abigail. 

Edward  Wicks,  a  negro ;  joined  us  from  the  Waverley. 

W.  J.  Jones,  an  Englishman  ;  came  out  in  Sea  King. 

James  Eoss,  a  Canadian  ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

John  Williams,  an  English  boy  ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

James  Oar,  an  English  boy  ;  came  out  in  Laurel,  from  Liverpool. 

Eobert  Eosell,  a  Spanish  boy;  joined  us  from  the  Hector. 

Duke  Simmons,  a  Malay  ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

FIREMEN. 

John  Martin,  an  Englishman ;  engine  storekeeper  ;  came  out  in  the 
Sea  King. 

David  Marshall,  an  Englishman ;  flrst-class  fireman  ;  came  out  in  the 
Laurel. 

Thomas  McLean,  a  Scotchman  ;  first-class  fireman  ;  joined  us  at  Mel- 
bourne. 

William  Brice,  a  Scotchman  ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

William  Green,  an  Englishman  ;  joined  lis  at  Melbourne. 

William  Eawlinson,  an  Englishman;  came  out  in  the  Laurel,  from 
Liverpool. 

William  Clark,  an  Englishman  ;  came  out  in  the  Sea  King,  from 
London. 

William  Burgess,  an  Englishman  ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

Joseph  Mirilineux,  an  Englishman  ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 
46  A  0— VI 
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Henry  Sutherland,  a  Scotchman  ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 
James  Carr,  an  Englishman  ;  joined  us  from  the  ship  J.  C.  Nye. 
James  Stranth,  a  Scotchman  ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 

MAEINES. 

Henry  Eeiley,  a  Canadian ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 
William  Kenyon,  an  Irishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 
Eobert  Brown,  an  Englishman ;  joined  us  at  Melbourne. 
John  Murray,  an  Irishman ;  joined  us  from  the  bark  Abigail. 
Emanuel  Silver,  Portuguese  ;  joined  us  from  the  bark  Abigail. 
William  Burnet,  a  Prussian  ;  joined  us  from  the  bark  Abigail. 
Thomas  Barry,  an  Englishman  ,■  joined  us  from  the  brigantine  Susaa 
Abigail. 
Thomas  Floyd,  an  Irishman  ;  joined  us  from  bark  Favorite. 
John  Ivors,  an  Irishman ;  joined  us  from  bark  Favorite. 
Thomas  Poulson,  an  Englishman  ;  joined  us  from  bark  Favorite. 
James  Clury,  an  Englishman  ;  joined  us  from  bark  Favorite. 
John  Grimes,  an  Irishman  ;  joined  us  from  bark  Favorite. 

WILLIAM  A.  TEMPLE. 
JAMES  THORiTLEY, 

Notary  Public,  Liverpool. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Affidavit  of  Margaret  Marshall. 

I,  Margaret  Marshall,  of  No.  29  Benseidi  street,  Liverpool,  say  I  am 
the  wife  of  David  Marshall.  My  husband  was  one  of  the  firemen  on  the 
steamer  Shenandoah,  late  in  command  of  Captain  Waddell.  He  went 
out  from  Liverpool  in  the  Laurel,  and  joined  the  Shenandoah  at  the 
island  of  Deserta,  near  Madeira,  and  remained  on  her  during  the  whole 
cruise,  and  left  only  after  her  arrival  at  Liverpool  last  month.  His 
wages  were  £7  per  month.  They  gave  him  a  half-pay  note  for  me ;  it 
was  sent  to  me  by  my  husband  from  Madeira.  It  was  £3  10s.  per 
month,  made  payable  to  me.  It  was  i^ayable  at  the  office  of  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  No.  10  Eumford  Place.  It  was  paid  regu- 
larly every  month  while  he  was  gone,  up  to  the  18th  day  of  October 
last,  on  which  day  the  last  payment  was  made  to  me — I  mean  October, 
1865.  Mrs.  Eobinson  was  the  cashier  in  the  office  of  Eraser,  Trenholm 
&  Co.,  who  made  some  payments  to  me.  The  payments  were  made  to 
me  in  person.  They  took  my  half-pay  note  from  me  at  the  office,  and 
now  have  it. 

MAEGAEET  MAESHALL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  11th  day  of  December,  lg65. 

JAMES  THOENLEY,     ' 

Notary  Public,  Liverpool. 
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Mr.  Chase  to  Mr.  Morse. 
[Extract.] 

London,  2Iarch  4, 1864. 
SiE :  The  Edith,  double-screw,  by  Dudgeon,  is  the  name  given  to  the 
one  now  entered  out  for  Bermuda,  239  tons,  Tatham  &  Co.,  brokers, 
bne  IS  still  on  the  gridiron,  and,  of  course,  has  nothing  in  her. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

^   „   ,,  THOS.  HAYTER  CHASE. 

F.  H.  MOKSE, 

United  States  Consul,  London. 


Mr.  2Iorse  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ho.  158.]  United  States  Consulate, 

London,  March  8,  1864. 
SiE :  The  new  double-screw  Edith  has  her  officers,  stores,  and  men  on 
board.    She  is  taking  in  heavy,  square  cases  to-day,  probably  machinery, 
and  "will  leave  in  a  day  or  two. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  MORSE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  21orse  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

jSTo.  160.]  United  States  Consulate, 

London,  March  11, 1864. 
Sir  :    The  steamer  Edith,  the  last  double-screw  completed,  left  on 
Wednesday  last  for  Bermuda.    The  Edith  makes  the  ninth  double-screw 
steamer  which  has  been  built  for  the  rebel  service  in  this  port. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MORSE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sev/akd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Chase  to  Mr.  Morse. 

[Extract.] 

London,  March  11,  1864. 
SiE :  The  Edith,  the  last  double-screiy  completed,  took  ia  four  sus- 
picious cases,  about  four  or  five  feet  square,  on  Tuesday,  the  8th  March. 
I  made  several  efforts  to  see  the  marks,  but  did  not  succeed.  They  were 
covered  over,  both  in  the  wagon  and  on  the  wharf.  On  Wednesday 
morning,  9th,  I  saw  her  with  my  assistant.  In  the  afternoon  she  went 
out  in  a  snow-storm,  and  the  people  (ofacials)  about  the  dock  reported 
she  was  gone  to  the  island  of  Ascension  with  government-stores.  This 
is,  of  course,  untrue,  as  she  cleared  for  Bermuda,  in  the  custom-house 
books,  on  the  9th,  the  day  she  left ;  Tatham  &  Co.,  brokers.  These  people 
have  been  brokers  to  all  the  double-screws. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  HAYTEE  CHASE. 
Peeeman  H.  Moese, 

United  States  Consul,  London. 


From  United  States  Consul  at  Falmouth,  March  14,  1864. 
[Extract.] 

The  other  vessel  is  the  screw-steamer  Edith,  Gregory,  master,  of  and 
from  London,  said  to  be  bound  to  Ifassau,  being  owned  by  Alexander 
Collie  &  Co.,  of  London.  Both  these  vessels  are  reported  to  be  in  bal- 
last, and  after  receiving  a  supply  in  coals  here,  they  will  doubtless 
resume  their  respective  voyages,  j 


From  same,  dated  March  16, 1864. 
[Extract.] 

The  Edith  is  also  said  to  be  over  400  tons  register,  though  I  judged 
her  to  be  about  300  tons.  It  appears  that  she  has  a  general  cargo,  and 
Bermuda  is  reported  to  be  the  destination  of  this  vessel. 


Mr.  A  lien  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  121.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  June  20, 1864. 
SiE  :  The  following  blockade-running  steamers  are  now  in  this  port  of 
Saint  George,  and  intend  to  leave,  during  the  old  of  this  moon,  for  Wil- 
mington :  Edith,  Lynx,  (has  been  on  the  coast  of  Wilmington  and  re- 
turned,) Boston,  Old  Dominion,  (new,)  Little  Hettie,  (new,)  Atlanta, 
City  of  Petersburgh,  and  Mary  Oelestia. 

The  Edith  was  last  from  JTassau,  was  chased  off  Wilmington,- and 
came  here;  is  now  in  quarantine;  will  probably  be  released  in  a  day  or 
two. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  12i.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  June  30, 1864. 
Sir  :  The  Edith  was  released  from  quarantine  on  the  21st,  and  sailed 
on  the  23d  for  Wilmington. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  144.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  November  7, 1864. 
Sir  :  A  rebel  war  vessel  has  just  come  to  anchor  off  these  islands  ; 
reported  to  be  the  steamer  Edith,  ten  days  from  Wilmington ;  report 
further  says  she  has  destroyed  six  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  M.  ALLEN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  146.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  Novemher  16, 1864. 

Sir  :  The  rebel  armed  vessel  reported  by  me  in  my  No.  144,  of  No- 
vember 7,  as  having  anchored  off  these  islands,  came  into  the  port 
of  St.  George  the  next  day.  She  is  called  the  Chickamauga,  late  the 
blockade-running  steamer  Edith.  Is  now  under  the  command  of  one 
Wilkinson,  who  was  master  of  the  E.  E.  Lee  at  the  time  of  her  capture. 

The  commander,  on  his  arrival  here,  made  application  to  his  excel- 
lency the  lieutenant  governor  for  time  to  make  some  rej)airs,  and  also 
for  permission  to  obtain  a  supply  of  coal. 

She  was  allowed  a  week  to  make  repairs,  and  also  allowed  to  receive 
twenty-five  tons  of  coal.  She  had,  when  she  arrived  here,  about  one 
hundred  tons. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


C.  M.  ALLEN. 


Extract  from  private  journal  of  Midshipman  Clarence  Gary,  of  the  Ghiclc- 

amauga. 

Ifoveniber  6, 1864. — ^Altered  our  course  and  stood  for  Bermuda.    Made 
land  and  light-house  at  2.40  p.  m.    Light-house  bearing  S.  by  E.  a,t  4 
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p.  m.,  standing  around  S.  W.  end  of  Bermuda.  Too  late  to  take  a  pilot. 
All  night  we  kept  the  ship  steaming  slowly  between  St.  David's  Head 
and  Gibbs's  Island  light.    Weather  very  pleasant. 

Ifovemher  7,  1864.— At  7.25  took  Bermuda  pilot.  At  8  a.  m.  let  go  the 
port  anchor  with  25  fathoms  chain  in  Five  Fathom  Hole  off  St.  George. 
I  went  in  ashore  in  charge  of  captain's  boat.  Captain  went  to  Hamilton 
to  see  the  governor  to  get  permission  to  bring  the  ship  in. 

November  8, 1864. — Ship  still  anchored  in  the  same  place.  We  will  go 
in  this  evening.  They  have  decided  to  let  us  come  in  for  five  days. 
Hove  up  anchor  at  4  p.  m.  and  came  into  St.  George,  and  let  go  anchor 
at  about  4.30. 

Hovemler  9. — Ship  in  the  stream.  Eeceiving  fresh  water  and  pro- 
visions. Ship  is  swarming  with  bumboat  women,  washerwomen,  &c. 
Met  Midshipman  Warren,  Confederate  States  navy,  who  is  waiting  for 
the  Florida.     Went  out  into  the  country  and  staid  all  night  with  him. 

November  10. — Ship  still  in  stream.  At  4  p.  m.  the  bark  Pleiades 
hauled  alongside  to  give  us  coal.  Coaling  ship  aU  night.  Got  in  about 
72  tons. 

November  11. — Stopped  coaling  at  4  a.  m. 

November  15. — ^Returned  on  board  at  2.30  p.  m.  Got  under  way  and 
stood  out  of  the  harbor.    Pilot  left  us  at  3  p.  m. 

November  19  io  December  20. — Beached  Wilmington  at  about  11  a.  m. 
Found  the  Tallahassee  safe  in  port.  She  had  destroyed  six  vessels,  one 
of  which  was  a  brig  that  we  chased  the  second  day  out.  *  *  *  * 
Until  about  the  middle  of  December  nothing  occurred.  The  officers 
were  granted  leave.  The  Tallahassee*  was  put  out  of  commission  about 
the  15th  of  December,  and  loaded  with  cotton.  The  command  was 
given  to  Captain  Wilkinson,  Captain  Ward  taking  the  Chickamauga. 
I  expected  to  go  out  in  the  Chameleon,  as  she  is  now  called,  but  I  slipped 
up  on  my  expectations. 


THE    TALLAHASSEE,    ALIAS    THE    ATLANTA,  ALIAS    THE 
OLUSTEE,  ALIAS  THE  OHAMELEOK 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  167.]  United  States  Consulate, 

London,  March  31, 1864. 
SiE :  On  the  Thames  their  activity  in  forwarding  all  enterprises  in  aid 
of  the  confederacy  is  kept  up  with  nearly  as  much  vigor  as  on  the  Clyde. 
Another  double  screw,  called  the  Atlanta,  similar  in  most  respects  to 
those  which  have  preceded  her,  has  her  sails  bent,  coals  and  supplies  in, 
appears  quite  ready  to  leave. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOESE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Chase  to  Mr.  Morse. 
[Extract.] 

London,  April  1, 1864. 

SiE :  The  double  screw  is  called  the  Atlanta.    Her  sails  are  bent  and 
she  appears  quite  ready  for  sea.    I  consider  the  Edith  and  her  the  finest 
ships  of  the  whole  batch  of  double  screws. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

T.  H.  CHASE. 
F.  H.  MOKSE, 

United  States  Consul,  London. 


Mr.  Chase  to  Mr.  Morse. 

[Extract.] 

London,  April  8, 1864. 

SiE:  The  Atlanta. — This  double-screw  left  the  docks  on  Sunday  last, 
adiusted  compasses  same  day,  and  sailed  on  the  4th  of  April  from  Green 
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hithe  and  arrived  at  Falmouth  on  the  next  day.  She  cleared  for  Ber- 
muda in  ballast  (coal)  2d  April,  Captain  Pitman,  E.  and  G.  Tanner, 
brokers. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  HAYTEE  CHASE. 

P.  H.  Morse, 

United  States  Consul,  London. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.]    ■ 

IfTo.  110.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  April  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  here  of  the  following 
blockade  running  steamers,  viz :  April  18th,  Atlanta,  eleven  days  from 
England ;  is  a  double  screw  of  great  power ;  has  two  masts,  two  stacks, 
a  straight  stem ;  draws,  when  laden,  eight  feet  of  water.  This  vessel 
is  undoubtedly  faster  than  any  heretofore  here.  She  is  to  be  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Horner,  formerly  of  the  Flora,  and  recently  in  the 
Index.  He  is  an  Englishman  by  birth. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN^. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

1^0. 116.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  May  30, 1864. 
Sir  :  The  following  steamers  have  left  here  to  run  the  blockade,  prob- 
ably for  Wilmington,  since  my  ISTo.  115,  viz :  May  20,  Fox,  Eamsbeck, 
master;  May  24,  Atlanta,  Horner,  master;  May  24,  Lynx,  Eeed, 
formerly  of  the  Gibraltar ;  May  24,  Mary  Celestia,  tjsina,  master ;  May 
25,  Calcedonia,  Nelson,  master ;  May  29,  Helen,  Hora,  master. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLBF. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


2Ir.  Jaclcson  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.  ] 

No.  113.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Halifax,  August  19, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  rebel  steamer  Tallahas- 
see arrived  in  this  port  this  morning,  after  destroying  several  vessels- 
day  before  yesterday  near  Cape  Sable. 
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The  Tallahassee  was  formerly  the  blockade-runner  Atlanta.  She  is 
about  six  hundred  tons  burden,  is  an  iron  double-screw  steamer,  and 
has  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  men.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
she  is  the  pioneer  of  a  class  of  rebel  armed  vessels  to  be  taken  from  the 
confederate  blockade-runners,  designed  to  prey  upon  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States  along  our  northern  coast  and  among  our  fishermen. 
The  confederates  have  established  a  coal  depot  here,  so  that  their  ves- 
sels can  always  be  supplied  with  the  Welch  coal,  whieh  is  best  adapted 
to  their  purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  JACKSON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


OFFICIAL    REPOET    OP    THE    FIRST     CRUISE     OP    THE    TALLAHASSEE. 

Commander  Wood  to  Mr.  Mallory. 

EiCHjfoND,  Virginia,  August  31,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  cruise  of 
the  Confederate  States  steamer  Tallahassee.  After  two  days  ineffectual 
effort,  on  account  of  the  water,  to  get  to  sea,  at  the  eastern  bar  on  ISTew 
Inlet,  we  succeeded  in  getting  out  on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant,  at 
the -western  bar,  sighted  five  of  the  blockaders  and  were  fired  on  by  two. 
The  next  day  were  chased  at  different  times  by  four  of  the  off-shore 
fleet,  and  fired  upon  by  one ;  did  not  return  it,  as  it  would  betray  the 
ship.  Spoke  and  overhauled  a  number  of  vessels,  but  they  were  all 
European.  ISTot  until  the  11th,  within  eighty  miles  of  Sandy  Hook,  did 
we  fall  in  witli  a  Yankee.  I  inclose  a  list  of  ithe  captures.  Eemained  off" 
New  York  two  days,  then  ran  to  the  eastward,  around  George's  Banks 
to  the  coast  of  Maine,  going  into  the  mouth  of  the  Penobscot,  thence 
to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  for  coal,  where  I  arrived  on  the  18th  with  only 
40  tons  on  board.  I  called  at  once  on  the  admiral.  Sir  James  Hope,  and 
the  lieutenant  governor.  Sir  Eichard  Macdonnell.  My  reception  by  the 
first  was  very  cold  and  uncivil ;  that  of  the  governor  less  so.  I  stated 
that  I  was  in  want  of  coal,  and  as  soon  as  I  could  fill  up  I  would  go  to 
sea;  that  it  would  take  from  two  to  three  days.  No  objection  was  made 
at  the  time ;  if  there  had  been  I  was  prepared  to  demand  forty-eight 
hours  for  repairs.  The  governor  asked  me  to  call  next  day  and  let  him 
know  how  I  was  progressing,  and  when  I  would  leave.  I  did  so,  and 
then  was  told  that  he  was  surprised  that  I  was  still  in  port;  that  we 
must  leave  at  once  ;  that  we  could  leave  the  harbor  with  only  100  tons 
of  coal  on  board.  I  protested  against  this  as  being  utterly  insufhcient; 
he  replied  that  the  admiral  had  reported  that  quantity  sufflcient  (and 
in  such  matters  he  must  be  governed  by  his  statement)  to  run  the  ship 
to  Wilmington.  The  admiral  had  attained  this  information  by  sending 
on  board  three  of  his  officers,  ostensibly  to  look  at  our  machinery  and  the 
twin-screw,  a  new  system,  but  really  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  coal  on 
board,  that  burntdaily,  «&c.  All  of  their  questions  were  answered  frankly, 
for  no  suspicion  was  entertained  of  their  object.  He  cited  the  Queen's 
proclamation,  orders  in  council,  &c.  I  told  him  I  knew  their  import, 
but  the  day  before  had  called  and  stated  what  I  came  for,  how  long  it 
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would  take,  and  had  received  permission  to  remain  two  or  three  days ; 
that  it  was  too  late  then  to  change  his  policy.  He  replied  by  stating  he 
must  carry  out  the  instructions  he  had  received.  Several  of  our  men 
had  been  enticed  off.  I  asked  for  the  assistance  of  the  police  in  secur- 
ing them ;  he  refused,  and  refused  to  allow  our  officers  to  arrest  them 
on  shore.  On  going  on  board  I  found  Captain  McGuire,  of  the  frigate 
Galistea,  there,  with  eleven  armed  boats,  sent  by  the  admiral  to  enforce 
the  governor's  orders,  a  proceeding  made  more  offensive  by  coming  from 
a  ship  in  quarantine  on  account  of  the  small-pox  on  board.  I  requested 
their  withdrawal,  and  soon  after,  by  the  governor's  wish,  they  were  or- 
dered away.  During  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  the  engineer  reported 
but  80  tons  of  coal  on  board.  1  addressed  a  note  to  the  governor  stat- 
ing this  fact,  and  requested  time  to  complete  the  amount,  as  well  as  to 
get  on  board  a  mainmast  which  had  been  ordered.  I  inclose  copies  of 
his  replies,  as  well  as  one  of  a  letter  from  the  governor,  which  miscarried 
and  did  not  reach  me  until  too  late  for  me  to  answer  it.  I  am  under  many 
obligations  to  our  agent,  Mr.  Weir,  for  transacting  our  business,  and 
through  his  management  about  125  tons  of  coal  were  put  aboard  in- 
stead of  half  this  quantity.  This,  at  the  time,  I  knew  nothing  of.  I 
directed  the  paymaster  to  issue  to  the  officers  and  men  a  limited  amount 
of  specie,  for  the  purchase  of  clothing,  of  which  some  were  greatly  in 
want.  I  sailed  on  the  night  of  th%  19th,  remaining  in  port  about  forty 
hours.  Had  I  procured  the  coal  needed,  I  intended  to  have  struck  the 
coast  at  the  capes  of  the  Delaware,  and  followed  it  down  to  Cape  Fear, 
but  I  had  only  coal  enough  to  reach  Wilmington  on  the  night  of  the 
26th.  During  that  day  was  chased  by  two  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  and 
at  night  engaged  the  blockading  fleet  as  we  came  in.  In  the  darkness 
the  effect  of  our  shot  could  not  be  seen.  On  leaving  the  officers  and 
men,  with  few  exceptions,  were  untried  and  unused  to  ship-board, 
but  all  were  zealous  and  all  did  their  duty.  The'  ship  behaved  well ;  in 
fact,  carries  her  battery  without  trouble,  and  I  recommend  that,  with 
some  alterations,  she  be  retained  in  the  service.  I  inclose  the  report  of 
the  chief  engineer. 

EespectfuUy,  &c..  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  TAYLOE  WOOD, 

Confederate  States  Navy. 
Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 


[Inclosure  No.  l.J 

Governor  Macdonnell  to  Commander  Wood. 

Government  House, 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  August  19,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  application  for  additional  time  to  ship  a  main- 
mast, I  have  no  objection  to  grant  it,  as  I  am  persuaded  that  I  can  rely 
on  your  not  taking  any  unfair  advantage  of  the  indulgence  which  I  con- 
cede. I  do  so  the  more  readily  because  1  find  that  you  have  not  attempted 
to  ship  any  more  than  the  quantity  of  coals  necessary  for  your  immedi- 
ate use. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EIOHAED  GEAVES  MACDONNELL. 
Commander  J.  Taylor  Wood, 

Confederate  Cruiser  Tallahassee. 
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[Inolosure  No.  2.] 

Mr.  Tupper  to  Commander  Wood. 

Provisional  Sbcretaey's  Office, 

Halifax,  August  19,  1864. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  to  me  of  tbis  date,  I  am  charged  by  his 
excellency,  the  lieutenant  governor,  to  say  that  he  has  no  objection  to 
allow  you  the  time  required  to  complete  your  complement  of  coals,  and 
that  his  excellency  is  much  gratified  to  learn  that  you  have  not  used  the 
extra  time  in  taking  in  a  larger  supply  of  coal  than  was  demanded  by 
your  immediate  necessity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  TUPPER. 
J.  Taylor  Wood, 

Commander  Confederate  States  Steamer  Tallahassee. 


[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Governor  Macdonnell  to  Commander  Wood. 

Government  House,  August  19, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  learned,  with  much  surprise,  that  you  are  still  in  the  port 
of  Halifax,  notwithstanding  my  having,  yesterday,  warned  you  that 
your  stay  must  be  limited  to  twenty-four  hours.  As  you  have  occupied 
the  excess  of  time  beyond  that  allowed  to  you  in  taking  coals  on  board, 
I  am  obliged  to  request  that  you  will  immediately  discharge  all  coals 
taken  in  since  the  lapse  of  the  twenty-four  hoars  allowed  to  you.  I 
much  regret  that,  in  maintaining  the  strict  neutrality  which  I  am  en- 
joined by  Her  Majesty's  government  to  observe,  I  find  myself  compelled 
to  adopt  anything  like  harsh  measures.  You  must,  however,  have  been 
well  aware  that  you  were  only  entitled  to  sufficient  coal  to  take  you  to 
the  nearest  confederate  port,  and  any  inconvenience  which  you  may 
suffer  is  caused  by  your  own  act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EIOHAED  GEAYES  MACDONNELL. 
Commander  Wood, 

Confederate  Cruiser  Tallahassee. 


[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

List  of  captured  vessels. 
r  Extract.] 

August  11, 1864. — Schooner  Sarah  A.  Boyce,  of  Egg  Harbor ;  pilot- 
boat  James  Funk,  No.  22,  of  New  York ;  ^rig  Carrie  Estelle,  from  Grand 
Menan ;  bark  Bay  State,  of  Boston ;  brig  A.  Eichards,  of  Boston ; 
schooner  Carrol  Sprague,  of  East  Machias ;  pilot-boat  William  Bell,  oi 
New  Y6rk,  No.  24. 

August  12,  1864. — Schooner  Atlantic,  of  Addison;  ship  Adriatic,  ot 

New  York;    bark  Suliote,  ;    schooner  Spokane,  of    Fremont; 

brig  Billow,  of  Salem  ;  schooner  Eobert  E.  Packer,  of  Bath. 
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August  13,  1864.— Bark  Glenavou,  of  Thomaston ;  sclioone.r  Lammot 
Dupont,  of  Wilmiugton,  Delaware;  ship  James  Littlefleld,  of  Bangor, 
Maine. 

August  15, 1864.— Schooner  Mary  A.  Homes,  of  Chatham,  Massachu- 
setts; schooner  Howard,  of  New  York;  schooner  Floral  Wreath,  of 
Georgetown,  Maine ;  schooner  Sarah  B.  Harris,  of  Dorchester ;  schooner 
Eestless,  of  Booth  Bay ;  schooner  Etta  Caroline,  of  Portland. 

August  16,  1864. — Barque  P.  C.  Alexander,  of  Harpwell ;  schooner 
Leopard,  from  Cornwallis  ;  schooner  Pearl,  of  Friendship,  Maine; 
schooner  Sarah  Louise,  of  Jonesport,  Maine ;  schooner  Magnolia,  of 
Friendship. 

August  17,  1864. — Schooner  North  America,  of  New  London  ;  brig 
Neva,  of  East  Machias ;  schooner  Josiah  Achorn,  of  Rockland,  Maine  ; 
schooner  Diadem,  from  Bay  St.  Chalein ;  schooner  D.  Ellis,  from  Bay 
St.  Chalein. 

August  20,  1864. — Brig  Eoan,  sailing  to  Cape  Breton  Islands. 

Burned 16 

Scuttled 10 

Bonded 5 

Eeleased 2 

Total 33 


Affidavit  of  Theodore  Boreham. 

United  States  op  America, 

State  of  Neio  York,  City  and  County  of  New  YorTc,  ss : 
On  this  22d  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1871,  before  me,  I.  P.  Stephens,  a 
notary  public,  duly  commissioned  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York, 
personally  appeared  Theodore  Boreham,  who,  having  been  duly  sworn 
by  me  according  to  law,  did,  on  oath,  declare  and  say  as  follows,  to  wit : 
That  his  name  is  Theodore  Boreham ;  that  he  resides  in  the  city  of 
Brooklyn,  county  of  Kings,  State  of  New  York ;  that  in  the  year  A.  D. 
1864  he  was  the  captain  of  the  ship  called  the  Arcole,  and  that  he  did 
sail  in  and  with  the  said  ship  Arcole,  as  master,  from  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1864,  laden  with 
cargo,  and  bound  for'  the  port  of  New  York ;  that  while  in  the  due 
prosecution  of  his  said  A^oyage,  on  or  about  the  3d  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1864,  near  Barnegat,  which  bore  west  about  twenty-five  miles,  he 
was  hailed  by  an  armed  steamer.  Three  boats  came  alongside,  the 
crews  of  which,  under  the  command  of  an  officer  of  the  steamer,  having 
boarded  his  said  ship  Arcole,  called  for  the  captain,  and  did  declare  to 
this  deponent  that  himself  and  vessel  were  the  prize  of  the  confederate 
steamship  Olustee,  and  ordered  him  to  take  his  crew  and  go  with  them 
in  the  ship's  boats,  on  board  of  the  steamer,  as  they  were  about  to 
scuttle  his  vessel.  Some  eight  or  ten  men  from  the  steamer  immediately 
went  below  and  commenced  boring  holes  in  the  bottom  of  the  Arcole, 
and  knocking  out  her  side  ports,  and  when  this  deponent  last  saw  her, 
at  dusk,  from  the  deck  of  the  Olustee,  she  was  very  low  in  the  water. 
And  deponent  further  says,  that  the  captors  took  from  him  all  his  ship's 
papers,  log-book,  &c.,  and  that  himself  and  crew  were  taken  to  Wil- 
mington, North  Carolina,  whence  this  deponent  was  sent  to  Florence 
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stockade,  South  Carolina,  and  kept  a  prisoner  there  and  elsewhere  for 
the  space  of  four  months. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  while  on  board  the  said  steamer  Olustee, 
the  carpenter  of  the  Arcole,  William  Johnson  by  name,  came  to  him 
and  declared  that  they  were  then  on  board  the  Tallahassee ;  that  this 
same  vessel,  under  the  name  of  the  Tallahassee,  had  captured  the  ship 
Adriatic,  some  two  or  three  months  previous,  of  which  he  was  one  of 
the  crew ;  that  the  Adriatic,  in  wearing  ship,  had  carried  away  the 
mainmast  of  the  Tallahassee,  and  here  he  saw  the  new  mainmast  just 
stepped ;  moreover,  the  general  appearance  of  the  vessel  satisfied  him, 
the  said  carpenter,  that  the  Tallahassee  and  Olustee  were  one  and  the 
same  vessel.  Deponent  further  says,  that  this  same  steamship  did  cap- 
ture the  brig  T.  D.  Wagner  and  the  schooner  Yapor  on  the  same  day 
of  the  capture  of  the  Arcole. 

THEODOEB  BORBHAM. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  August,  1871. 

I.  P.  STEPHENS, 

Notary  Public,  City  and  County  of  Neiv  Yorli. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Xo.  148.]    '  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  November  28,  1864. 
Sir  :  By  the  arrival  at  this  port  of  the  steamer  Talisman,  from  Wil- 
mington, I  learn  the  Chickamauga,  late  Edith,  and  the  Tallahassee,  late 
Atlanta,  were  in  port  there  on  the  20th  instant.    The  Tallahassee  had 
landed  her  guns,  and  had  on  board  a  cargo  of  cotton.    It  was  also  under' 
stood,  at  the  time  the  Tallahassee  left,  that  the  guns  of  the  Chickamau- 
ga were  to  be  landed  and  the  vessel  to  be  loaded  with  cotton. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

C.  m:  ALLEN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  155.]  Consulate  op  the  United  StatiIs, 

Bermuda,  January  13,  1865. 

SiK  :  The  rebel  steamers  Stag  and  Chameleon,  and  the  British  steamer 
City  of  Petersburg,  arrived  here  on  the  30fch  ultimo,  from  AVilmington, 
with  cotton. 

The  Chameleon,  late  the  pirate  Tallahassee,  is  under  command  of 
Wilkinson,  who  commanded  the  Chickamauga. 
I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  oi?  the  United  States, 

London^  April  12,  1865. 

My  Lord  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  your 
lordship,  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  me  from  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul 
at  Liverpool,  respecting  the  arrival  at  that  port  of  the  steam-vessel 
known  as  the  Tallahassee,  but  more  lately  as  the  Chameleon. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration, &c. 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eael  Etjssell,  (Ct.,  cfcc,  tfe 


[Inclosure.] 
Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  10, 1865. 

Sib  :  The  confederate  pirate  steamer  Tallahassee  arrived  in  the  river 
Mersey  yesterday,  direct  from  Nassau.  She  anchored  and  lay  there 
until  this  morning,  since  which  she  has  gone  into  the  Birkenhead  docks, 
the  same  that  held  the  pirate  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibrajltar.  I  am 
told  that  the  officers  are  all  on  board,  but  not  in  uniform,  and  that  the 
three  guns  that  she  had  mounted  on  her  decks  while  cruising,  two  swivel 
and  one  large  pivot,  are  stowed  below  in  the  hold,  but  the  traverses  on 
the  deck  for  Avorking  them,  and  the  rings,  bolts,  &c.,  are  still  remaining. 
She,  of  course,  is  under  the  confederate  flag. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Charles  Fkancis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  27, 1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  case  of  the  Chameleon,  otherwise  Talla- 
hassee, to  which  you  drew  my  attention  in  your  letter  of  the  12th 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  it  appears  from  a  report 
which  has  been  made  by  a  competent  naval  officer  to  Her  Majesty's 
government,  that  that  vessel  has  not,  since  the  27th  of  last  December, 
assumed  the  character  of  a  confederate  cruiser.  On  that  date  the 
Chameleon,  having  previously  lauded  her  armament,  left  the  port  of 
Wilmington  with  a  cargo  of  cotton  for  Bermuda.  At  Bermuda  she  took 
on  board  a  cargo  for  Wilmington,  but  finding  that  port,  as  well  as 
Charleston,  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States  forces,  she  returned 
to  Bermuda,  whence  she  arrived  direct  at  the  port  of  Liverpool,  having 
a  cargo  of  copper,  telegraph  wire,  and  tobacco,  amounting  altogether  to 
about  one  hundred  tons. 

The  crew  of  the  Chameleon  is  stated  to  have  numbered  forty  persons, 
all  told,  eighteen  of  whom  were  stokers,  and  tliis,  the  report  says,  is  not 
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an  unusual  number  for  a  vessel  employed  in  blockade-running.     The 
greater  part  of  the  crew  have  now  been  discharged. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  been  advised  that  there  is  nothing  to 
show  that  the  Chameleon  is  not  now  what  she  is  represented  to  be, 
namely,  a  merchant  vessel  carrying  the  flag  of  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States,  or  that  any  part  of  her  cargo  is  prize  taken  from  United  States 
citizens,  and  under  these  circumstances  Her  Majesty's  government  have 
not  felt  themselves  warranted  in  refusing  permission  to  ithe  Chameleon 
to  discharge  and  deliver  her  cargo  at  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfec,  tfcc,  &c. 
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Affidavit  of  Thomas  Sampson. 

Case  of  the  American  brig  Umily  Fisher,  captured  by  the  rebel  schooner 

Retribution. 

The  following  evidence,  offered  in  support  of  the  claim  for  indemnity, 
would  appear  to  establish  conclusively  the  responsibility  of  Great  Britain 
for  the  loss  sustained  in  this  case : 

The  steam-propeller  Uncle  Ben  was  built  at  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  the  year  1856 ;  was  owned  by  Johnson  Z.  Higgins,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  employed  as  a  tug  until  just  prior  to  the  attack 
ou  Fort  Sumter,  when,  in  the  employ  of  the  Government,  she  started  on 
an  expedition  to  the  southern  coast.  Stress  of  weather  compelled  her 
to  enter  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  where  she  was  seized  and  her  crew  imprisoned. 

She  was  then  converted  into  a  schooner,  her  machinery  removed,  and, 
under  the  name  of  Eetribution,  cruised  on  and  about  the  Bahama  Banks, 
in  waters  claimed  by  the  British  government  as  within  its  jurisdiction, 
committing  depredations  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

On  or  about  the  19th  day  of  February,  in  the  year  1863,  when  off 
Castle  Island,  one  of  the  Bahamas,  the  American  brig  Emily  Fisher, 
belonging  to  American  citizens,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Staples,  on 
her  voyage  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  to  New  York,  was  decoyed  into  cap- 
ture by  the  British  wrecking-schooner  Emily  Adderly,  the  Eetribution 
being  then  in  sight.  The  prize  was  then  taken  to  Long  Cay,  one  of  the 
Bahama  Islands,  and,  notwithstanding  the  protest  of  Captain  Staples, 
and  in  the  presence  of  a  British  magistrate,  was  despoiled  of  her  cargo, 
consisting  of  276  hogsheads,  16  tierces,  and  16  barrels  of  sugar,  a  por- 
tion of  which  was  landed,  and  the  balance  willfully  destroyed.  The 
vessel  was  then  bonded  and  permitted  to  proceed. 

The  Eetribution  then  went  to  the  harbor  of  Nassau,  island  of  New 
Providence,  and  seat  of  government  of  the  Bahamas,  where  she  was 
sold,  assuming  the  name  of  Etta  and  the  British  flag.  Thence,  under 
the  latter  name  and  flag,  she  proceeded  to  the  port  of  New  York,  with 
a  cargo  of  fruit,  where  she  was  recognized,  the  proper  information  laid 
with,  and  seized  by,  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  condemned 
and  sold,  when  she  assumed  the  name  of  Warren. 

Thomas  Sampson,  who,  having  perused  the  foregoing  statement  with 
regard  to  the  capture  of  the  vessel  and  desi)oiling  of  the  cargo  of  the 
American  brig  Emily  Fisher,  by  the  rebel  schooner  Eetribution,  and 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  on  the  occasion  referred 
to,  he,  the  deponent,  was  at  Long  Cay,  Fortune  Island,  one  of  the  Ba- 
hamas, as  a  deputy  marshal  of  the  United  States,  acting  under  instruc- 
tions of  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  subsequently  he  was  summoned  as  a  witness,  and  testi- 
fied to  the  facts  hereinbefore  enumerated,  before  the  United  States  court, 
at  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  when  the  said  rebel  schooner  Eetribution,  alias 
Etta,  was  condemned  and  sold. 
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And  deponent  furthei'  says  that,  from  his  personal  knowledge,  the 
statements  contained  in  the  foregoinsj  paper  are  true. 

THOMAS  SAMPSOK, 

United  States  Detective. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  31st  day  of  January,  1807. 

W.  P.  HANSFOED, 
N'otary  Public,  City  and  County  of  Xew  York. 

United  States  Marshal's  Office, 

Southern  Bistricx  of  New  Y'ork, 

New  Yorli,  February  1,  1867. 

This  ■will  certify  that  Thomas  Sampson,  who  signed  and  executed  the 
foregoing  affidavits,  was,  on  or  about  the  date  named,  February  19,  in 
the  year  1863,  a  deputy  marshal  of  the  United  States,  and  is  at  this 
time  a  detective  officer  of  the  United  States. 

EOBEET  MURRAY, 

United  States  Marshal. 


Memorial  of  Moses  Taylor  tfc  Co. 

New  York,  March  13,  1807. 

Sir  :  Your  memorialists,  Moses  Taylor,  Percy  E.  Pyne,  and  Lawrence 
Turnure,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  transacting  business  as 
merchants  in  the  city,  county,  and  State  of  New  York,  under  the  firm 
and  title  of  Moses  Taylor  &  Co.,  respectfully  submit  to  the  Department 
of  State  of  the  United  States  the  following  facts,  to  wit : 

That  the  said  Moses  Taylor  &  Co.  held  an  uninsured  interest  of  one- 
half  of  the  cargo  of  the  American  brig  Emily  Fisher,  Captain  Staples, 
the  other  one-half  having  been  insured  by  the  Union  Mutual  Insurance 
Company,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents,  ($9,352  26,)  and  for 
•which  said  company  has  filed  claims  against  the  government  of  Great 
Britain,  at  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  with  such 
claims  said  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Company  has  deposited  all  the 
papers  and  evidences  in  the  case,  and  to  which  the  Department  is 
respectfully  referred. 

As  represented  by  the  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  the  Amer- 
ican brig  Emily  Fisher,  while  prosecuting  a  legitimate  voyage  from  St. 
Jago  de  Cuba  to  New  York,  was  arrested  on  the  high  seas  by  the  so- 
called  rebel  schooner  Retribution,  and  carried  into  Long  Cay,  Fortune 
Island,  one  of  the  Bahamas,  and  then  and  there,  in  the  presence  of  a 
British  magistrate,  and  against  the  protest  and  remonstrance  of  her  cap- 
tain, Staples,  vras  robbed  and  despoiled  of  her  cargo,  consisting  of  348 
hogsheads,  19  tierces,  and  70  barrels  of  sugar;  and  the  said  Moses  Tay- 
lor &  Co.  therefore  claim  from  the  government  of  Great  Britain  the  sum 
of  nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  twenty-six 
cents,  ($9,352  26,)  being  the  amount  of  the  one-half  uninsured  interest 
which  they  held  in  said  cargo,  with  interest  thereon  from  the  date  of 
capture ;  and  they  very  respectfully  request  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  demand  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain  payment 
of  the  same. 

Alexander  V.  Frazer,  of  the  city,  county,  and  State  of  New  York, 

47  A  c— VI 
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and  Charles  Abert,  of  Norbeck,  Montgomery  County,  and  State  of 
Maryland,  are  our  agents  for  the  preseutation  of  this  memorial. 
Very  respectfully, 

MOSES  TAYLOR  &  CO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  B.  G. 

The  foregoing  memorial  was  sworu  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  by 
Percy  E.  Pyue.  one  of  the  firm  of  Moses  Taylor  &  Co.,  the  memorialists, 
who  are  known  to  me,  this  13th  day  of  March,  1867 ;  and  I  hereby  de- 
clare that  I  have  no  pecuniary  or  other  interest  in  tlie  case  beyond  my 
legal  fee  as  a  notary  public. 

[SEAL.j  W.  P.  HAKSFOED, 

Notary  Public,  City  and  County  of  New  York. 


Affidavit  of  Isaac  B.  Staples. 

City  and  County  of  New  York  : 

I.  E.  Staples,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  declare  and  say,  that  on  the  19th 
of  February,  1863,  he  was  master  of  the  American  brig  Emily  Fisher, 
which  vessel  at  the  time  was  performing  a  voyage  from  Guantanamo, 
Cuba,  to  "New  York,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar;  that  at  7  a.  m.  of  the  said 
day  he  passed  Castle  Island,  one  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  and  while 
within  waters  of  which  the  jurisdiction  is  claimed  by  Great  Britain,  he 
was  boarded  by  the  British  wrecking  schooner  Emily  Adderley ;  ■  that 
having  questioned  the  captain  of  the  said  vessel  closely,  he  was  told  that 
there  were  no  privateers,  or  steamers,  in  the  passage ;  that  soon  after- 
ward the  schooner  hauled  down  the  British  flag  aiul  then  hoisted  it 
again  ;  that  at  the  same  time  he  saw  a  schooner  coming  out  from  under 
the  land,  but  was  told  that  she  was  a  wrecking  schooner ;  that  soon 
after  this  said  schooner  came  under  the  lee  of  the  brig  and  sent  a  shot 
across  her  bows,  at  the  same  time  running  up  the  rebel  flag;  that  she 
then  sent  a  boat  with  eight  men  well  armed  on  board,  and  ordered  him 
on  board  the  schooner  with  all  his  papers ;  that  on  arriving  on  board, 
the  captain,  after  examining  his  papers,  told  him  that  he  was  a  prize  to 
the  confederate  schooner  Eetribution,  and  ordered  him  and  his  crew  to 
be  put  into  irons,  which  was  done ;  that  at  noon  the  irons  were  removed 
from  himself  and  the  first  officer,  and  they  were  allowed  the  privilege  of 
the  cabin  ;  that  all  tliis  time  the  brig  was  working  up  under  the  land, 
where  five  British  wrecking  schooners  were  anchored ;  that  the  priva- 
teer anchored  about  one  and  one-half  miles  from  the  shore,  when,  at  about 
3  p.  m.,  a  wrecker's  boat  came  alongside;  that  after  some  conversation 
with  the  crew  in  a  loud  voice,  the  captain  of  the  privateer  told  them  in 
an  undertone  to  have  two  vessels  alongside  the  brig  that  night;  that 
at  about  5  p.  m.  they  ran  the  brig  on  shore,  and  ten  or  twelve  wreckers' 
boats  went  alongside  of  her;  that  at  6  [>.  m.  Mr.  Grej^,  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  brig,  came  on  board  the  privateer,  and  the  deponent  was 
then  told  he  could  have  his  boat  to  go  ou  board  the  brig  and  take  what 
personal  property  Mr.  Price  might  see  fit  to  give  him ;  that  he  found  two 
wrecking  schooners  alongside  and  about  one  hundred  men  on  board  the 
brig;  that  having  taken  the  personal  efltcts  into  the  boat  he  landed  on 
Acklin's  Island,  made  a  tent  and  passed  the  night;  that  the  next  dav 
the  wreckers  were  still  alongside;  that  he  went  on  board  the  brig,  she 
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being  then  afloat,  and  made  a  claim  on  the  wreckers  for  the  brig  and 
cargo.  He  was  told  he  could  not  have  her,  and  that  if  the  anchor  was 
lifted  the  privateer  would  sink  her;  that  he  then  protested  against 
removing  any  more  of  the  cargo,  as  the  brig  was  afloat  and  was  in 
British  waters,  but  the  protest  was  disregarded ;  that  the  next  day 
the  wreckers  had  an  interview  with  the  captain  of  the  privateer, 
and  at  1  p.  m.  sent  him  word  that  they  were  going  to  a  port 
of  entry  aud  that  the  deponent  and  his  crew  could  go  with  them ; 
that  at  2  p.  m.  the  i)rivateer,  the  brig,  and  all  the  wreckers  started  for 
Long  Cay,  and  arrived  there  about  8  p.  ra.  the  same  day;  that  the 
wreckei',  on  board  which  were  deponent  and  his  crews,  was  anchored 
under  the  guns  of  the  privateer,  which  kept  a  guard  all  night,  while  Mr. 
Grey  and  Mr.  Price,  two  oflicers,  went  over  to  town  ;  that  on  Monday, 
23d,  the  deponent  went  also  to  town,  and  after  making  inquiry,  found 
that  the  captain  of  the  privateer  would  not  allow  him  to  go  on  board 
the  brig;  and  that  the  deponent  was  told  by  the  authorities  that  though 
the  law  would  not  allow  the  privateer  to  touch  the  brig,  if  he  wished 
to  do  so  they  had  no  means  of  i)reventing  hirn ;  that  the  deponent  was 
not  able  to  obtain  i^ossession  of  the  brig  until  after  he  had  bargained 
with  the  wreckers  to  pay  them  50  per  cent,  on  the  cargo,  and  33^  per 
cent,  on  the  vessel,  when,  after  making  affidavit  of  his  being  the  master, 
he  was  placed  in  possession  by  the  collector  and  went  on  board ;  that 
he  found  the  hull,  spars,  and  rigging  in  good  order,  but  everything 
movable,  on  and  under  deck,  stolen ;  that  on  the  next  day,  24th,  he 
commenced  receiving  sugar  from  the  wreckers,  and  on  the  25th  found 
on  board  83  hogsheads,  o  tierces,  aud  4  barrels,  the  balance  of  cargo 
having  been  taken  ashore  by  the  wreckei's ;  that  the  wreckers  stove 
hogsheads  and  barrels,  and  passed  the  sugar  into  their  boats,  and  landed 
it  on  the  beach  ;  that  the  captain  of  the  privateer  told  him,  the  depo- 
nent, that  he  had  given  the  cargo  to  the  wreckers,  as  he  wanted  the 
brig;  that  he  was  going  to  put  his  guns  on  board  of  her,  and  destroy 
his  schooner;  that  he  further  told  the  deponent  that  the  wreckers  were 
to  pay  him  something  handsome,  and  that  the  deponent  believes  they 
did  so;  that  deponent  was  obliged  to  accept  the  wrecker's  terms  at  the 
port  of  entry,  because  the  brig  lay  under  the  guns  of  the  privateer,  and 
the  authorities  declared  their  inability  to  protect  him.  And  the  depo- 
nent further  says,  that  the  capture  of  his  vessel  and  the  destruction  of 
her  cargo  were  brought  about  by  and  with  the  connivance  and  assist- 
ance of  the  captains  and  crews  of  the  British  wrecking  schooners,  and 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  British  government,  where  he  was  entitled 
to  protection,  but  could  not  obtain  it  until  he  had  submitted  to  the  terms 
of  the  wreckers,  all  of  whom  were  British  subjects,  through  Avhose  con- 
nivance the  vessel  had  been  stranded  and  the  cargo  destroyed. 

ISAAC  E.  STAPLES. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  fifth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventy-one. 

[L.  s.]  M.  W.  BEETT,  Je., 

Notary  Public. 


Affidavit  of  Washington  Case. 

I,  Washington  Case,  of  Provincetown.  county  of  Barnstable,  State  of 
Massachusetts,  of  the  age  of  fifty  j'ears,  a  master  mariner,  upon  my 
oath  do  testify  and  say,  that  in  the  year  A.  U.  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-three  I  then  commanded  the  schooner  Hanover  of  said  Province- 
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town  ;  that  on  the  12th  clay  of  January,  A.  D.  1863, 1  left  the  port  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  ladeu  with  merchandise  andbouud  for  Aux  Cays, 
West  Indies,  St.  Domingo  ;  that  in  the  prosecution  of  said  voyage,  on 
tlieSSth  day  of  January,  in  said  year,  then  being  off  the  island  of  St. 
Domingo,  was  met  by  an  armed  vessel,  when  a  gunshot  was  fired  from 
her,  and  1  was  ordered  to  heave  my  vessel  to,  which  I  did,  when  a  boat 
with  a  number  of  men  in  it  came  from  her  to  the  Hanover  and  ordered 
me  into  their  boat,  they  leaving  a  number  of  men  on  board  my  vessel ; 
when  they  took  me  to  the  said  armed  vessel,  which  was  called  the  Ret- 
ribution. When  I  got  on  board  the  Eetribution  a  man  stepped  up  to 
me  and  called  me  by  name,  and  inquired  of  the  health  of  my  brother 
Eeuben  and  other  Provincetowu  people.  1  then  asked  his  name  and 
where  he  had  seen  me,  when  he  said  his  name  was  Vernam  Locke ;  that 
he  was  a  Nova  Scotia  man,  and  that  he  had  seeu  me  at  Provincetowu ; 
that  he  came  up  from  ISTova  Scotia  to  Provincetowu,  and  went  a  fishing 
from  Provincetowu  one  season  as  a  hired  man,  a  few  years  before,  and 
that  he  then  commanded  the  Eetribution;  when  he  ordered  me  to  go  on. 
board  the  Hanover,  to  take  her  boat  and  to  leave  her  as  his  prize,  and 
to  take  all  of  my  crew  with  me  in  my  boat,  which  I  did,  he  then  having 
a  large  number  of  his  men  on  board  of  my  said  Hanover ;  she  and  the 
said  armed  vessel  called  the  Eetribution,  commanded  by  the  said  Ver- 
nam Locke,  then  bore  off  together  and  kept  close  to  each  other,  and  ran 
for  the  island  of  Long  Cay,  an  English  island,  when  they  passed  out  of 
our  sight  in  that  direction,  after  which  we  rowed  for  and  lauded  with 
all  my  crew  upon  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  very  much  worn  out  by 
being  exposed  in  the  boat. 

In  the  year  A.  D.  1805  I  commanded  the  schooner  Truman  of  Prov- 
incetowu, and  while  on  a  passage  from  the  West  Indies  I  called  at 
Inagua,  a  British  island.  Mr.  Sargent,  the  American  consul  at  that 
place,  said  to  me  then  that  he  saw  the  Hanover  wheu  she  went  past  that 
island  in  A.  D.  1863. 

WASHINGTON  Case. 

Barnstable,  ss.,  September  2,  1871  : 

Personally  appeared  Washington  Case,  and  subscribed  and  made 
oath  to  the  foregoing  instrument  before  me. 

JAMES  GIFFOED, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Mr.  Seward-  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

^^' ashington,  April  4,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  an  armed  schooner 
under  the  insurgent  Hag,  bearing  the  name  of  Eetribution,  and  com- 
manded by  a  man  named  Locke,  said  to  be  a  native  of  Yarmouth,  Nova 
Scotia,  has  recently  captured  many  United  States  vessels  in  the  waters 
of  the  West  Indies.  Among  her  victims  was  the  schooner  Hanover,  of 
Boston.  This  Department  has  reliable  information  that  the  Hanover,  in 
charge  of  a  prize  crew,  was  taken  to  Long  Cay,  (Fortune  Island,)  Baha- 
mas, where  her  cargo  was  sold  without  any  previous  judicial  process, 
the  vessel  loaded  with  salt,  and  dispatched  to  an  insurgent  port,  for  the 
purpose  of  running  the  blockade.  It  is  also  represented  that  the  magis- 
trates and  other  officers  at  Long  Cay  knew  that  the  Hauover  had  been, 
captured  by  the  Eetribution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  attention  of  the  proper  British 
authorities  be  invited  to  this  subject,  in  order  that  if,  upon  investigation 
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the  facts  should  appear  to  be  as.  above  represented,  the  reparation  Tvhich 
this  Government  would  have  a  right  to  expect  may  be  granted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  itc,  d-c,  il-c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Washington,  Ajyril  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
dth  instant,  stating  that  you  have  been  informed  that  the  American 
schooner  Hanover,  of  Boston,  has  been  carried  as  a  prize  to  Long  Cay, 
Bahamas,  and  that  her  cargo  has  been  sold  there. 

I  will,  without  loss  of  time,  send  copies  of  your  note  to  Her  Majesty's 
government,  and  to  the  governor  of  the  Bahama  Islands. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  bumble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &o.,  tCc,  etc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  2[r.  Seward. 

Washington,  June  13,  1863. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  4th  April  last,  and  to  my 
answer,  dated  the  7th  of  the  same  month,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  you  copies  of  a  dispatch  from  the  governor  of  the  Bahama  Islands, 
and  its  inclosure,  respecting  the  circumstances  under  which  the  shij) 
Hanover,  of  Boston,  visited  Long  Cay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &€.,  &c.,  &c. 


[luclosure  No.  1.] 

Governor  Bayley  to  Lord  Lyons. 

I  Government  House, 

Nassau.,  Bahamas.,  June  6,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  In  reply  to  your  lordship's  dispatch  of  April  30,  I  trans- 
mit a  report  received  from  Mr.  John  Burnside,  resident  magistrate  of 
Inagua,  (which  I  am  obliged  to  transmit  in  original,  because  I  have  no 
time  to  have  it  copied,  and  should  feel  obliged  to  your  lordship  to  have 
it  returned,)  respecting  the  circumstances  under  which  tlie  Hanover 
appeared  at  Long  (not  Levy)  Cay. 

Whatever  her  character,  or  whoever  the  ostensible  master  may  have 
been,  I  am  convinced  that  no  s'lspicions  of  either  were  entertained  by 
any  officials  of  this  government  until  it  was  too  late  to  act  on  them. 
I  have  directed  further  inquiries  to  be  made. 

I  have,  &c.,  C.  BAYLEY,  Governor. 

Lord  Lyons,  <fcc.,  tfcc,  &c. 
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[  Inclosure  No.  2.  ] 
Mr.  Bnrnside  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Nesbitt. 

Mathbwtown.  Inagua,  April  20, 1863. 

Sir  :  This  morning  I  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  of  March,  cov- 
ering Mr.  Jacksoii'js  letter  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  relative  to  the 
Hanover. 

As  I  happened  to  be  at  Long  Cay  while  the  Hanover  was  there,  I  may, 
by  stating  what  came  under  my  own  observation,  furnish  such  informa- 
tion as  is  required,  without  waiting  for  the  inquiry  which  his  excellency 
directs  me  to  institute  on  my  next  visit  to  that  island,  which  will  be  in 
the  month  of  July. 

I  left  Long  Cay  to  go  the  rounds  of  my  district  a  few  days  previous 
to  the  arrival  of  the  Hanover.  On  my  return  to  Long  Cay  the  Hanover 
was  at  anchor  on  the  south  side  of  the  island,  and  her  cargo  was  being 
transferred  to  the  schooner  Brothers,  owned  by  the  Messrs.  Farrington. 
I  made  inquiries  regarding  her,  and  1  received  the  following  informa- 
tion, which  was  the  current  report  of  the  town,  and  in  fact  the  person 
representing  himself  as  the  captain  of  the  Hanover  confirmed  it.  He 
told  me  that  his  vessel  had  been  on  shore  at  Little  Inagua;  that  he  had 
succeeded  in  getting  her  off  without  the  assistance  of  the  wreckers,  but 
finding  that  she  leaked  badly,  he  determined  to  take  her  to  Mathewtown; 
that  there  he  met  this  schooner  Brothers,  which  vessel  he  knew  to  have 
been  commanded  by  a  friend  and  countryman,  one  Poithiers;  that  he 
immediatelj"  sent  for  Captain  Poithiers,  but  that  another  person,  repre- 
senting himself  as  the  captain,  came  and  informed  him  of  the  death  of 
Captain  Poithiers.  The  then  captain  informed  him  that  the  Brothers 
was  still  owned  by  the  Messrs.  Farrington,  of  whom  he  had  heard  Captain 
Poithiers  speak  highlj^,  and  that  they  were  still  at  Long  Cay.  This  de- 
termined him  to  proceed  to  Long  Cay.  But  fearing  that  he  might  require 
assistance  on  the  way,  he  asked  the  Brothers  to  accompany  him,  and 
that  after  arriving  at  Long  Cay  he  consigned  to  Mr.  Richard  Farring- 
ton. He  reported  to  me  that  he  was  bound  from  Boston  to  a  port  in 
Cuba,  or  to  seek  a  market,  and  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the 
cargo  he  was  instructed  to  purchase  a  cargo  of  salt  and  run  the  block- 
ade; that  finding  that  the  Hanover  was  not  injured,  he  had  determined 
to  dispose  of  as  much  of  his  cargo  at  Long  Cay  as  would  purchase  a  cargo 
and  pay  expenses,  and  that  the  balance  he  intended  to  ship  to  Nassau 
in  the  Brothers.  I  expressed  surprise  that  a  Boston  firm  would  engage 
in  an  illicit  trade  with  the  South,  and  he  replied  that  there  were  many 
southerners  at  heart  in  Boston. 

I  had  my  doubts  as  to  the  vesvsel  having  been  on  shore  at  Inagua,  and 
1  mentioned  my  doubts  to  Mr.  Farrington.  I  told  him  that  I  was  under 
the  impression  that  in  the  cargo  there  might  be  articles  contraband  of 
war,  and  that  the  reported  disaster  was  but  a  ruse  to  prevent  the  Bos- 
ton merchant  being  tracked  in  Nassau  in  his  illicit  trade  with  the  South; 
but  I  found  out  afterward,  on  inquiry  from  the  acting  tidewaiter,  that 
the  cargo  was  really  one  of  provisions. 

Mr.  Farrington  admitted  that  he  also  doubted  whether  the  Hanover 
had  been  on  shore,  but  inasmuch  as  the  captain  came  to  him  properly 
documented,  he  did  not  see  any  impropriety  in  his  acting  as  the  captain's 
agent,  and  that  he  was  not  aware  of  any  illegality  in  the  matter.  And 
I  must  here  add  that  I  am  under  the  imjiression  that  up  to  that  moment 
Mr.  Farrington  was  as  ignorant  of  the  real  facts  of  the  case  as  I  was. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  captain  was  a  perfect  stranger ;  that 
the  register  and  articles  of  the  Hanover  were  produced,  I  believe,  at  the 
collector's  office,  but  I  know  that  he  had  the  ship's  clearance,  the  bills  of 
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lading,  and  even  tlie  certificate  from  the  customhouse  in  Boston  that 
the  captain  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Union.  He  represented 
himself  as  Captain  Case,  and  signed  all  documents  as  Washington  Case, 
the  name  of  the  captain,  as  appearing  on  the  documents.  As  soon  as 
the  Brothers  was  loaded,  this  person  left  in  her  for  Nassau,  but  I  have 
been  since  informed  that  he  only  went  as  far  as  Bum  Cay,  where  ho  was 
taken  off  by  the  Eetribution. 

The  Hanover  remained  a  day  or  two,  after  the  Brothers  had  left,  at 
Long  Cay,  under  the  charge  of  the  former  mate,  taking  in  a  cargo  of  salt; 
and  it  was  only  about  half  an  hour  previous  to  her  departure  that  I — 
and  I  am  under  the  impression  Mr.  Harrington  also — had  the  slightest 
misgiving  that  the  person  who  had  represented  himself  as  the  captain  of 
the  Hanover  was  not  Washington  Case.  Oue  of  the  sailors  of  the  Han- 
over, under  the  influence  of  liquor,  referred  to  the  supposed  captain  in 
the  collector's  presence  by  some  other  name.  I  was  with  Mr.  Farring- 
tou  when  the  collector  mentioned  the  circumstance ;  reference  was  im- 
mediately made  to  the  document,  and  the  difference  in  the  signatures 
confirmed  what  the  collector  had  heard.  The  supposed  Captain  Case 
had  then  left  in  the  Brothers,  and  no  action  could  have  been  taken,  even 
if  I  had  been  armed  with  power;  but  even  then  we  were  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  name  had  been  assumed  in  the  custom-house  in  Bos- 
ton by  some  other  person  to  facilitate  Captain  Case's  leaving  Boston, 
supposing  him  to  have  been  a  suspicious  person ;  and  it  was  only  after 
I  left  Long  Cay,  on  ray  way  to  Inagua,  that  we  met  a  vessel  from  In- 
agua,  and  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sargent  informing  me  that  he  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  Hanover  was  a  prize  to  the  Eetribution. 

These  are  the  facts  of  the  case,  so  far  as  came  to  my  knowledge. 

Since  I  have  been  made  aware  that  the  Hanover  was  a  captured  ves- 
sel, 1  have  wondered  why  the  real  Captain  Case  had  allowed  the  whole 
of  the  papers  of  his  vessel  to  fall  into  the  captor's  hands,  particularly 
his  certificate  of  allegiance.  That  surely  might  have  been  removed  from 
the  ship's  papers,  if  not  destroyed. 

I  have  also  been  informed,  and  I  believe  correctly,  that  the  cargo  of 
the  Hanover  was  found  to  be  not  such  as  was  manifested  in  the  bills  of 
lading.  For  instance,  barrels  said  to  contain  xJork  contained  fish.  Messrs. 
G.  Regnourds  &  Co.  purchased  the  cargo,  and  may,  if  necessary,  be 
enabled  to  state  whether  such  was  the  case.  I  have  also  been  informed 
that  the  Hanover  was  insured  against  war  risks. 

I  have  heard  from  Long  Cay  that  the  Retribution,  subsequent  to  the 
affair  of  the  Hanover,  captured  an  American  brig  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Castle  Island,  the  Emily  Fisher,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar;  that  the 
commander  of  the  Eetribution  ordered  her  to  be  ran  on  shore  near  Long 
Cay;  and  that  subsequently  she  was  extricated  from  danger  by  the 
wreckers,  who  carried  her  to  Long  Cay,  where  salvage  was  awarded  to 
the  wreckers,  and  a  portion  of  her  cargo  sold  to  pay  the  salvage  and 
expenses ;  and  the  Emily  Fisher  then  proceeded  with  ithe  balance  of  her 
cargo  to  New  York. 

On  the  latter  occasion  the  Eetribution  did  call  at  Long  Cay,  and  some 
of  her  officers  had  communication  with  Mr.  Eichard  Farrington,  and  at 
that  time  the  supposed  Washington  Case  was  seen  on  board  of  the  Eet- 
ribution, but  I  do  i^ot  know  in  what  capacity. 

This  is  all  the  information  I  can  give,  and  I  desire  to  be  informed 
whether  I  shall  make  further  inquiries  when  I  visit  Long  Cay. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

T.  B.  BUENSIDE. 

Hon.  C.  E.  Nesbitt. 

P.  S. — I  return  Mr,  Jackson's  letter. 
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2[):  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  24,  18C3. 
My  Lord  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  13th  instant,  accompanied  by  a  letter  to  yon  from  Governor  Bay- 
ley,  at  Nassau,  and  by  a  report  to  him,  by  Mr.  T.  B.  Burnside,  relative 
to  the  case  of  the  schooner  Hanover,  of  Boston,  captured  by  the  insur- 
gent privateer  Retribution,  and  taken  to  Long  Ca.y,  one  of  the  Bahamas. 
The  information  thus  communicated  is  acceptable  so  far  as  it  goes, 
but  is  not  deemed  altogether  conclusive.  There  still  remains  a  painful 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  this  Government  whether  the  authorities  and  others 
at  Long  Ca^  were,  as  Mr.  Burnside  thinks,  ignorant  that  the  Hanover 
was  a  prize  to  the  Retribution. 

I  shall  be  happy  if  the  inquiry  shall  be  prosecuted  so  far  as  may  be 
necessary  to  show  that  the  undoubtedly  just  intentions  of  Her  Majesty's 
government  have  been  strictly  observed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H;  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  tfcc,  cfcc,  d-c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  June  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  bad  yesterday  the  bonor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  24th  in- 
stant, requesting  that  further  inquiry  might  be  made  respecting  the 
case  of  the  Hanover.  I  will  lose  no  time  in  communicating  this  re- 
quest to  Her  Majesty's  government,  and  to  the  governor  of  the  Bahama 
Islands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbavard,  cL-c,  tfcc,  &c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  November  2,  18C3. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  notes  of  the  4th  April  and  17th  and  24th 
June  last,  and  to  my  note  of  the  7th  April  and  13th  and  30th  June  last, 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the 
governor  of  the  Bahama  Islands  to  Her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for 
the  colonial  department,  reporting  the  measures  taken  by  the  attorney 
general  of  the  colony  for  the  prosecution  of  Yernam  Locke,  a  man  charged 
with  having  been  concerned  in  the  fraud  practiced  on  the  authorities  at 
Long  Cay  with  regard  to  the  Hanover,  an  American  vessel,  which  had 
been  captured  by  a  cruiser  sailing  under  the  so-called  confederate  flag. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  tOc,  c&c,  (&c. 
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[  Inclosure.  ] 

Governor  Bayley  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 

Government  House, 
Nassau,  Bahamas,  August  22,  1863, 

My  Lord  Duke  :  In  reply  to  your  grace's  dispatcli  No,  395,  of  the 
22(1  July,  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  grace  the  following 
particulars  furnished  by  the  attorney  general  respecting  the  course  taken 
by  him  in  the  case  of  the  Hanover, 

The  attorney  general  says  that  in  May  last  he  received  certain  inform- 
ation which  pointed  to  one  Vernam  Locke  as  the  person  who  had  taken 
the  Hanover  into  Long  Cay,  and  who,  by  means  of  fraudulent  persona- 
tion and  representations,  procured  the  admission  of  that  vessel  to  entry 
at  the  revenue  office,  and  effected  the. sale  of  her  cargo  there. 

When  this  information  reached  the  attorney  general  Vernam  Locke 
was  in  Nassau.  That  ofQcer  apprises  me  that  he  then  caused  Locke  to 
be  arrested,  and  a  preliminary  examination  to  be  taken  before  the  acting 
police  magistrate.  This  examination  was  not  concluded  in  time  to  bring 
the  case  to  trial  during  the  session  of  the  criminal  court  which  has 
recently  terminated.  It  has  since  been  brought  to  a  close,  and  the 
offense  being  a  bailable  one,  the  police  magistrate  has  taken  bail  for  the 
appearance  of  the  accused  at  the  general  court  in  October  next ;  but  as 
the  informations  have  not  been  returned  to  the  attorney  general's  office, 
that  gentleman  is  unable  to  state  the  amount  of  the  bail  exacted. 
I  have,  &c., 

0.  J.  BATLBY,  Governor. 

Duke  of  Newcastle,  (fee,  d;c.,  &c. 

P.  S. — I  have  since  learned  that  Locke  has  given  bail  himself  in  £200, 
and  two  sureties  in  £100  each. 

C,  J.  B. 
48  A  C — VI 


